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Preface 


Our  volume  xvi  was  devoted  to  the  documentary  history  of 
the  French  r^me  in  the  region  of  the  upper  Great  Lakes^ 
from  1634  to  1727.  The  present  volume  is  in  continuation 
thereof,  being  composed  entirely  of  documents  of  like  charao- 
ter,  bearing  dates  1727-1748,  Englished  from  their  French 
originals.  The  period  herein  treated  was  that  in  which  the 
French  possessed  the  most  complete  control  of  Western  terri- 
tory, and  dictated  every  step  of  policy  for  the  fur-trade  posts- 
and  their  aboriginal  allies. 

Having  for  a  generation  past  been  trained  in  subserviency 
to  French  traders,  the  savages  of  the  ''Upper  Country"  had  be- 
come economically  dependent  on  the  latter,  both  for  food  and 
clothing.;  Their  finery^  formerly  simple  and  of  domestic  make, 
now  came  from  Paris,  in  the  form  of  silver,  bronze,  and  copper 
ornaments;  they  dressed  in  cloths,  not  skins;  they  pursued 
game  and  their  enemies  with  fire-arms,  rather  than  with  arrows 
and  spears;  no  longer  did  primitive  agriculture  and  manufao- 
ture  meet  their  desires;  they  cultivated  their  fields  with  hoes- 
of  iron,  discarding  those  of  wood,  stone,  or  bone ;  their  currency 
was  no  longer  clam-shell  vv^ampum,  but  artificial  l>eads  of  French 
porcelain;  and  they  had  acquired  a  passion  for  the  whit& 
man's  brandy — which  in  Indian  parlance  was  the  "milk"  fur- 
nished by  their  nourishing  father,  tlie  governor  of  Canada. 

In  return  for  all  these  French  goods,  the  traders  demanded 
peltries.  To  obtain  these,  as  game  fast  receded  before  increased 
slaughter,  the  Indians  must  range  farther  and  farther  into 
the  Western  woods.  The  greed  of  their  European  masters  was 
inexorable.  (Not  content  vrith  the  trade  that  came  from  sup- 
plying the  ordinary  needs  of  their  customers,  the  latter  were 
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urged  and  even  forced  to  increase  the  stock  of  furs;  a  full  ex- 
ploitation of  the  resources  of  the  wilderness  was  demanded,  and 
it  was  not  long,  under  this  regime,  before  the  aborigines  had 
quite  lost  their  independence. 

No  longer  could  they  enjoy  their  free  life  of  the  past  At 
the  commands  of  French  officers,  they  abandoned  their  old-time 
villages,  and  clustered  their  huts  and  tepees  around  the  fur- 
trading  posts,  which  were  established  at  centres  of  influence 
throughout  this  vast  territory.  The  chief  of  these  were  at  De- 
troit and  Mackinac.  The  latter,  a  natural  entrepot,  was  the 
earliest  settlement  in  the  Upper  CJountry.  Detroit  was  of  later 
date,  and  intended  not  only  as  an  agricultural  station  but  as  a 
bulwark  against  the  machinations  of  the  English.  Of  sub- 
sidiary posts,  those  at  Green  Bay  (La  Baye),  and  Chequamegon 
(La  Pointe),  in  .Wisconsin,  were  upon  strategic  trade  routes,  as 
well  as  in  the  midst  of  large  masses  of  Indians.  The  posts  of 
St.  Joseph's  River,  Ouiatanon,  and  Miami,  oommanded  import- 
ant portages,  and  were  in  close  relation  with  populous  tribes  of 
barbarians.  Without  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Canada, 
nevertheless  in  close  oomiection  with  the  interests  of  the  Upper 
Country,  were  the  Louisiana  posts  of  Vincennes  on  the  Wabash, 
and  Fort  Chartres  in  the  Illinois. 

At  these  several  wilderness  fortifications — crude  but  stout 
strongholds,  either  of  logs  or  of  stone,  as  situation,  needs,  or  ma- 
terials warranted — the  Jesuit  missionary  (or  "black  robe,''  as 
the  savages  called  him)  zealously  shepherded  his  flock  of  dusky 
neophytes,  baptized  their  infants,  married  their  young,  coun- 
selled the  wayward,  and  buried  their  dead.  All  might  have 
been  harmony  ajmong  them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  one  recalci- 
trant tribe  of  Eenards  (Foxes),  who,  refusing  submission  to 
French  paternalism,  had  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years  embroiled 
the  security  of  tiie  Upper  Country. 

The  volume  opens  with  a  docimient  "CV>noeming  the  Foxes," 
giving  a  brief  sumimary  of  the  various  rebellious  and  punative 
expeditions  up  to  1727.  The  Foxes  are  shown  to  be  now  in- 
triguing with  the  yet  unsubjected  tribes  of  the  Sioux  on  the 
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west,  and  the  English-sympathizing  Six  Nations  on  the  east — 
thus  linking  in  one  confederacy  savages  dwelling  throughout  the 
vast  stretch  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  transrMiseissippi  regions ; 
and  threatening  by  their  superior  numbers  to  overwhelm  the 
French  Indians.  Orders  were  therefore  dispatched  from  Que- 
bec to  detach  the  Sioux  from  the  Fox  alliance  on  the  one  side ; 
and  by  blocking  the  road  to  the  Iroquois  on  the  other  to  isolate 
the  Foxes,  and  then  crush  them  at  leisure. 

The  first  step  in  this  programme  was  to  be  the  erection  of  a 
post  among  the  Sioux.  Officers  and  missionaries  were  carefully 
chosen,  the  equipment  being  fumidied  by  a  mercantile  company 
formed  to  exploit  the  trans-Mississippi.  A  site  upon  Lake 
Pepin  was  selected,  and  the  construction  of  Fort  Beauharnois 
begun  amid  showers  of  fireworks,  of  which  it  was  written: 
*When  these  poor  people  saw  the  fireworks  in  the  air,  and  the 
stars  falling  from  heaven,  women  and  children  took  to  flight, 
and  the  most  courageous  of  the  men  cried  for  mercy,  and  ur- 
gently asked  that  the  astonishing  play  of  this  terrible  medicine 
should  be  made  to  oeasa" 

With  the  Sioux  thus  awed  into  submission,  an  expedition 
designed  to  crush  the  Foxes  in  their  villages  was  sent  out  under 
the  command  of  Marchand  de  Lignery.  We  present  his  official 
report,  made  to  the  French  ministry,  wherein  he  admits  that  his 
army  of  twelve  hundred  Indians  and  four  hundred  and  fifty 
French  succeeded  merely  in  burning  a  few  deserted  cabins  and 
retiring  ingloriously  to  Mackinac.  Messengers  were  sent  forth- 
with to  Fort  Beauharnois,  which  was  hastily  abandoned,  pai't 
of  its  garrison,  while  on  their  way  to  the  French  fort  in  the 
Illinois,  being  captured  by  hostiles.  La  Baye  (Green  Bay) 
was  likewise  evacuated,  and  for  the  time  being  the  Wisconsin 
wilderness  was  free  from  European  domination. 

The  only  recourse  now  left  to  the  defeated  French  was  to  turn 
loose  upon  the  victorious  Foxes  the  enmity  of  aU  the  neighbor- 
ing tribes,  who  by  gradually  harassing  the  insolent  rebels  and 
cutting  off  stragglers,  might  wear  away  their  powers  of  resist- 
ance. This  policy  proved  successful  from  the  military  point  of 
view,  but  disastrous  to  the  fur-traffic;  for  small  bands  of  trap- 
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pers  and  traders  were  no  longer  safe,  and  energy  and  ammuni- 
tion formerly  used  in  tracking  beaver  were  perforce  employed 
in  hunting  human  Foxee.  However,  by  the  year  1729,  the 
Renards  were  suing  for  peace,  and  the  succeeding  year  saw  them 
brought  to  bay.  After  a  fierce  campaign  in  the  Lake  Winne- 
bago country,  lasting  for  more  than  a  month,  the  retreating 
tribes  were  discovered  entrenched  near  "le  Roeher,"  in  the  Illi- 
nois, attempting  to  cut  their  way  eastward  through  hostile  terri- 
tory to  an  asylum  among  the  Iroquois.  Messages  to  the  Illinois, 
to  Fort  St  Joseph,  and  to  Ouiatanon  brought  out  a  formidable 
war  party  of  French  and  Indian  allies,  which  for  twenty-nine 
days  besieged  the  fugitives  in  their  stronghold.  Reduced  at 
last  to  the  verge  of  starvation,  the  Renards  sallied  forth  in  the 
darkness  of  a  storm,  only  to  be  overtaken,  many  of  tliem  being 
massacred  during  the  following  days.  It  was  reported  to  the 
French  governor  that  ^^not  more  than  50  or  60  men  Escaped 
Without  gims  and  Without  any  of  the  Implements  for  precluding 
Subsistence." 

This  staggering  defeat  api)ears  to  liave  aroused  a  sentiment  of 
pity  among  the  savages  hostile  to  the  Renards.  ^'Our  tribes 
were  very  anxious  to  spare  the  renards'  lives;"  '^Meanwhile  it 
was  Found  that  the  Sakis  were  betraying  us ;"  ^'the  Ouiatanons 
entered  with  I'eluctance  upon  the  siege" — these  are  the  signifi- 
cant rei)orts  of  the  French  oommaudant.s.  The  succeeding  year 
Governor  Beauharnois  writes  that  although  the  blow  inflicted 
on  tJie  Renards  was  **a  heavy  one,  and  caused  the  destruction  of 
the  majority  of  tliat  nation.  The  Slaves  whom  those  savages  had 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  from  tlie  Natives  with  whom  they 
Were  had  enal)Ieil  them  to  make  up  a  Village  of  45  Cabins." 

Despite  tlie  covert  sympathy  of  the  attacking  tribes,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Foxes  to  secure  allies  as  far  removed  from  their 
territorv  as  the  ^lahican  and  the  Abenaki,  the  French  cause 
again  triumphed  in  the  far  West ;  the  Sioux  post  was  re-estab- 
lished, and  a  detachment  sent  to  re-erect  that  at  Gi^een  Bay. 
During  the  progi*ess  of  this  latter  event,  occurred  the  unfortun- 
ate encounter — which  has  until  now  been  known  only  through 
the  tradition  learned  from  the  Langlade  family — wherein  a 
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prominent  French  offioerr  was  killed  at  La  Baye.  De  Villiers, 
the  victor  in  the  campaign  at  Le  Rocher  (1730),  being  sent  to 
eoimmand  at  La  Baye  (1733),  incautiously  and  without  a  guard 
went  to  the  Sauk  village  to  demand  some  refugee  Foxes;  a 
musket-shot  killed  his  son  at  his  side,  whereupon  De  Villiers 
fired  promiscuously  into  the  crowd  of  savages,  who  in  the  melee 
shot  him  do\\Ti.  Even  the  French  reports  lay  the  blame  for  this 
mischance  upon  the  rash  ofiioer  himself. 

This  aflFair  had  two  important  consequences :  Firsts  the  con- 
federating of  the  Sauk  ^vith  the  Renards;  second,  the  removal 
of  the  allied  bands  beyond  the  borders  of  Wisconsin.  While 
frequently  sympathizing  with  and  secretly  aiding  their  kins- 
men the  Foxes,  the  Sauk  had  up  to  this  time  ostensibly  re- 
mained French  Indians.  Stung  by  a  sense  of  injustice,  and 
by  the  dread  of  not  being  able  to  expiate  tlie  death  of  so  promi- 
nent a  French  official,  they  noAV  imited  their  fate  with  that  of 
the  Foxes.  Becoming  thus  more  formidable,  they  withdrew 
from  their  old  habitat  at  Green  Bay,  and  sought  refuge  in  the 
land  of  the  Iowa,  beyond  the  Mississippi.  There  they  continued 
to  harass  French  fur-traders,  to  cut  off  bands  of  French  Indians, 
and  to  pursue  the  timid  Illinois  to  the  very  gates  of  the  French 
poets.  Finally,  after  De  Xoyelle's  unsuccc^ssful  land  expedition 
against  tlieon  (1734),  they  grew  more  insolent,  killed  stray 
French  voyageurs,  and  compelled  the  abandonment  (1737)  of 
the  post  aanong  the  Sioux. 

Although  foiled  in  their  exploitation  of  the  trans-Mississippi 
region,  the  French  were,  under  the  lead  of  the  venturesome  La 
Verendryes,  discovering  new  territory  and  building  new  forts 
in  the  far  Xorthwest,  beyond  Lake  Su^^erior  and  out  towards 
Lake  Winnipeg  and  its  great  tributarj'  valleys.  Tliese  explora- 
tions not  being  within  our  field,  \re  have  omitted  reports  con- 
cerning them,  save  where  they  bear  upon  the  history  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  the  struggle  of  the  French  with  the  Foxes  and  the 
Sioux. 

During  all  the  difficulties  along  tlie  great  Fox-Wisconsin  portr 
age  route  through  Wisconsin,  Sieur  de  la  Ronde,  a  French  offi- 
cer of  long  experience,  had  succeeded  in  keeping  in  order  the 
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Ohippewa,  resident  near  his  post  on  the  Bay  of  Ohequamegon, 
and  in  preserving  a  trade  route  to  the  Mississippi  by  way  of 
Lake  Superior  and  the  interlacing  rivers  Bois  Brule  and  St 
Croix.  Information  was  here  secured  concerning  masses  of 
■copper  ore  along  the  southern  shore  of  the  great  lake.  Speci- 
mens sent  to  France  assayed  satisfactorily,  and  La  Ronde  was 
ordered  to  exploit  the  mines.  Lacking  expert  advice,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  through  the  agencj'  of  the  home  government 
two  Grerman  miners,  who  tested  the  lodes  at  Ontonagan,  Black, 
and  Iron  rivers  and  reported  favorably  upon  their  richness  and 
availability.  Thereupon  La  Ronde  presented  an  elaborate 
memoir,  detailing  bis  past  services,  and  proposing  certain  grants 
from  the  king  to  work  the  mines  and  build  barques  for  the 
transport  of  the  metal  down  the  Great  Lakes.  These  plans  had, 
however,  no  permanent  result  War  breaking  out  between  the 
Sioux  and  Chipi>ewa,  the  entire  upper  region  was  embroiled, 
and  La  Ronde  died  before  he  could  secure  results. 

Meanwhile  an  officer  appeared  in  the  iWest  who  proved  him- 
self able  to  coniunand  the  recalcitrant  tribes  and  restore  tranquil- 
ity in  the  Upper  Country.  This  was  Sieur  Marin,  who  figures 
largely  in  this  period  of  Wisconsin  historj'.  The  sources  of  his 
influence  are  not  clearly  discernible,  but  probably  were  due  to 
his  tact  and  intimate  acquaintance  ^vith  aboriginal  characteris- 
tics. He  was  out  of  favor  at  court,  so  that  only  by  repeated 
expostulations  and  asseverations  of  his  usefulness  could  the  gov- 
ernor maintain  this  valuable  official  in  his  command.  Never- 
theless he  succeeded  where  all  others  failed,  bringing  Sioux, 
Fox,  and  Sauk  chiefs  to  Montreal  to  sue  for  peace,  and  finally 
persuading  a  portion  of  tlio  rebels  to  return  to  their  ancestral 
seats  on  the  upper  waters  of  Fox  River. 

But  prolonged  defiance  by  this  one  obstinate  tribe  had  had  its 
effect  upon  the  lovaltv  of  the  subservient.  After  the  strain  of 
hostilities  between  French  and  Ebglish  in  King  George's  War 
(1744-1748)  had  continued  nearly  three  years,  the  spirit  of  re^ 
volt  began  to  arise  among  all  the  allied  tribes,  and  on  every  side 
the  vast  Indian  empire  of  iN'ew  France  threatened  to  fall  in 
ruins.     A  new  system  of  leasing  the  posts  to  the  highest  bidder 
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was  now  inaugii rated,  Avhich,  while  replenishing  the  depleted 
colonial  treasury,  maintained  a  governmental  monopoly  of  the 
Indian  trade,  extorting  extravagant  prices  for  the  supplies  that 
had  become  necessary  to  aboriginal  existence.  This  caused 
much  dissatisfaction  among  the  natives  and  embarrassing  comr 
parison  Avith  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  English  traders,  who  in 
consequence  could  offer  better  prices  and  better  goods.  For 
some  years  the  Miami  had  been  secretly  dealing  with  Pennsyl- 
vanians  who  descended  the  Ohio.  A  large  band  now  boldly  de- 
parted from  the  French  fort  on  Maumee  Kiver  and  established 
a  new  village  at  Pickawillany,  on  the  Great  Miami,  where  they 
openly  traded  with  the  -Elnglish  who  flocked  thither. 

The  Detroit  Huron  had  long  been  restless  under  the  enmity 
of  their  Ottawa  and  Potawatomi  neighbors..  The  band  of  chief 
Nicolas  settled  at  Sandusky  in  order  to  approach  more  nearly 
to  the  English  settlements,  and  here  was  laid  the  plot  for  a  for- 
midable conspiracy  which  was  to  siu*prise  and  miassacre  the 
French  garrison  at  Detroit.  The  Ottawa  at  Michilimackinac 
were  likewise  intriguing — none  but  tlie  Potawatomi  could  now 
be  trusted.  However,  the  threatened  revolt  collapsed  before 
doing  serious  harm.  A  premature  uprising  warned  the  Detroit 
garrison.  iVmong  the  Miami,  a  few  French  were  killed  and  the 
fort  partially  burned,  but  a  detachment  of  soldiers  from  Detroit 
restored  order  and  authority.  A  strong  convoy  was  shipped  both 
to  Mackinac  and  Detroit,  and  this  show  of  force,  coupled  with 
news  of  the  prospect  of  amity  between  England  and  France, 
thus  bringing  cheaper  prices,  drove  the  savages  into  a  reluctant 
peace.  The  volume  closes  with  the  re-establishment  of  French 
control  in  the  Upper  Country,  supplemented  by  plans  for  a 
more  extensive  exploitation  of  the  posts,  and  for  a  closer  affilia- 
tion with  the  Louisiana  colony  of  Illinois. 

The  entire  series  of  docuonents,  now  for  the  first  time  pub- 
lished in  their  sequence,  lays  bare  French  patemalism  both  at 
its  best  and  its  worst  The  unity  and  harmony  obtained  by  a 
central  administration,  with  power  to  throw  forces  to  the  weak- 
est spot,  secured  certain  military  and  governmental  advantages; 

on  the  other  hand,  the  corruption  and  inefficiency  of  the  officers, 
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each  throwing  blame  upon  the  shoulders  of  others,  the  depend- 
ence upon  distant  orders,  the  lack  of  initiative,  the  timidity  of 
military  movements,  show  the  paralyzing  effects  of  over-centrali- 
zation. The  savages  became  in  turn  fawning  and  subservient, 
emasculated  or  sullen,  reckless  or  rebellious.  The  system 
was  held  together  simply  through  the  energy  of  the  governors- 
general,  two  of  whom  were  administrators  during  our  period — 
the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  and  tlie  Comte  de  la  Galissoniere, 
both  of  them  able  and  incorruptible.  When,  in  the  final  years 
of  New  France,  corruption  was  everywhere  evident,  the  frailty 
of  this  vast  continental  empire  became  apparent;  the  posts  of 
the  Upper  Country  now  proved  a  source  of  weakness  rather  than 
strength,  in  the  life-and-death  struggle  with  the  English  for  the 
dominion  of  North  America. 

Like  those  contained  in  its  predecessor,  the  documents  pub- 
lished in  the  present  volume  are  for  the  most  part  transcripts 
made  for  the  Society  from  the  several  French  archives  in  Paris. 
In  making  a  selection  of  papers  to  be  copied,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  rely  chiefly  upon  the  calendars  thereof  prepared  by 
Joseph  Marmette,  commencing  in  1883,  with  a  supplement  by 
Edouard  Richard  (1899),  and  published  in  the  Reports  on  Cana^ 
dian  Archives  edited  by  the  late  Douglas  Brymner.  But  these 
calendars,  ^vhile  useful  as  far  as  they  go,  are  sometimes  in- 
correct and  certainly  not  exhaustive.  Patient  search  throughout 
the  various  archives,  by  a  scholar  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
Middle  West,  would  imdoubtedly  reveal  the  existence  in  Paris 
of  many  other  documents  appertaining  to  the  French  regime  on 
our  upper  lakes. 

The  Paris  material  is  supplemented  by  some  of  the  same  na- 
ture already  printed  in  the  New  York  Colonial  Documerds  and 
the  Macalester  College  Contributions;  we  also  give  a  few  docu- 
ments Englished  from  Pierre  Margry's  Decouvertes  et  JStai- 
lissements  de  Frangais,  and  several  appearing  in  early  Cana- 
dian periodicals.  While  not  claiming  to  be  absolutely  com- 
plete, it  is  thought  that  the  existing  material  for  the  region  of 
the  Northwest  during  the  himdred  and  fifteen  years  included 
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within  volumee  xvi  and  xvii  has  now  largely  been  exploited,  as 
well  as  for  the  first  time  given  to  the  public  in  connected  form. 

We  have  made  considerable  eflFort  to  secure  documents  emana- 
ting from  such  part  of  Louisiana  as  comes  within  our  historical 
domain.  But  until  a  calendar  has  been  prepared  of  material 
in  French  archives  bearing  upon  the  district  of  the  Illinois, 
such  an  attempt  is  bound  to  be  impracticable;  which  still  fur- 
ther illustrates  the  necessity  for  a  much  closer  examination  of 
these  archives,  so  far  as  they  bear  upon  Western  historical  prob- 
lems, than  has  heretofore  been  possible. 

The  Editor  wishes  to  express  his  earnest  appreciation  of  the 
faithful  and  sympathetic  translations  made  for  the  present  vol- 
ume and  its  predecessor  by  Mr.  Crawford  Lindsay,  of  Quebec, 
a  widely-recognized  authority  on  early  French-Canadian  terms. 
In  the  work  of  annotation  and  of  indexing,  the  Editor  has  had 
valuable  assistance  throughout  from  Louise  Phelps  Kellogg, 
Ph.  D.,  editorial  assistant  on  the  Society^s  staff. 

This  volume  was  due,  in  regular  order  of  publication,  some 
eighteen  months  ago,  but  congestion  in  the  office  of  the  State 
Printer  has  delayed  its  appearance  until  the  present  tima  It 
is  hoped  that  volume  xviii,  containing  the  remainder  of  such 
French  papers  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  together  with 
other  documentary  material  having  an  important  bearing  on 
the  history  of  the  state,  may  appear  within  the  present  year. 

R  G.  T. 

January,  1906. 
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1727:     CONCERNING  THE  FOXBSi 

[Resume  of  French  relations  with  the  Foxes,  from  1715  to  1728.  MSw 
dated  April  27.  1727,  in  archives  of  Ministfere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gfin..  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  564."] 

The  nation  of  the  Renards  has  from  all  times  been  the  Enemy 
of  the  other  savage  Nations  of  the  upper  country.  Those 
Savages  have  killed  Frenchmen  on  various  occasions.  In 
accordance  with  representations  made  in  1715  on  this  subject 
by  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  VaudreuiP  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  take  steps  to  destroy  them,  Orders  were  issued 
by  the  Court  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  maintain  peace  with, 
them — ^without,  however,  compromising  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion— and  at  the  same  time  to  act  as  if  preparations  were  being 
made  for  war;  and,  to  that  end,  to  gather  the  coureurs  des 
Bois  at  Missilimakinac  by  granting  them  an  Amnesty. 

Those  savages  having  been  guilty  of  disorders  again  the  fol- 
lowing year,  the  Sieiir  de  T^ouvigny  was  sent  from  Montreal  on 
the  first  of  May  1716  with  425  Frenchmen  to  proceed  against 
them.  He  drove  them  into  their  fort  and  forced  them  to  sue 
for  peace  on  onerous  conditions  which  he  believed  they  would 
not  accept,  the  chief  articles  whereof  were:     That  they  should 

lA  translation  of  this  same  document  is  printed  under  date  of  1726 
In  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  vol.  xvi,  pp.  463-468,  taken  from  a  copy  In  the 
Quebec  provincial  archives.  We  have  since  that  publication  secured 
a  transcript  direct  from  the  Paris  archives,  which  is  here  given  aa 
more  exact  and  complete  than  the  former  version. — Ed. 

a  For  sketch  of  Vaudreuil,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  220.— Ed. 
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make  peace  with  all  the  savage  nations  tributary  to  the  King; 
That  thev  should  bv  force  or  bv  friendly  counsel  induce  the 
Kicapous  and  the  Mascoutins,  their  allies,  to  do  the  same ;  that 
they  sliould  pive  up  the  captives  of  all  the  T^ations,^  etc. 

Upon  notice  being  given  in  1722,  by  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil 
and  by  the  Commandant  of  Louisiana  that  these  Eenards  were 
re-commencing  the  war,  that  they  had  attacked  several  French- 
men and  were  wagins:  war  against  the  Ilinois,  orders  were  given 
Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  in  1723  to  take  suitable  measures  with 
the  Sieur  de  Boisbriant,  the  Commandant  of  the  Company  of  the 
Indies  in  the  Tlinois  oountrv,^  to  compel  the  Tfenard  nation  to 
make  amends  for  those  offences  and  to  compel  them  to  live  in 
peace; 

That,  on  his  part,  he  was  to  incite  the  other  savages,  the  allies 
of  France,  to  wage  war  upon  the  Eenards  and  destroy  them ;  also 
to  send  some  soldiers  thither  and  to  choose  an  experienced  officer 
to  go  and  command  at  la  Baye  and  put  a  stop  to  their  disorders. 

Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  sent  the  Sieur  de  Lifirnery,  a  Captain.' 
That  officer,  according  to  the  report  of  Monsieur  de  Longueuil 
who  was  Commandant  in  Canada  owing  to  the  death  of  Monsieur 
de  Vaudreuil,  assembled  the  Chiefs  of  the  Eenards  and  those  of 
the  Sakis  and  Puants,  their  allies,  at  la  Baye  on  June  7,  1726, 
and  told  them  on  behalf  of  the  King  that  they  must  lay  down 
the  Tomahawk  they  had  lifted  against  the  Ilinois.  To  this  they 
replied  that  they  gave  their  word  to  keep  the  peace;  that  they 
knew  the  King  had  pity  on  them  inasmuch  as  he  held  out  his 
arms  to  them.  The  manner  in  which  their  answer  was  given 
convinced  him  that  they  had  spoken  sincerely,  and  that  there 
was  reason  to  hope  for  a  real  and  lasting  peace. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  measures  to  make  such  peace  sure, 

and  the  Sieur  de  Lignery  promised  to  give  them  an  answer  from 

the  King  in  a  year. 
■  ■  ♦ 

1  For  these  events,  see  documets  in  Wi9,  Hist,  Colls. ^  xvl. — ^E3d. 

2  For  sketch  of  Boisbriant,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  429* — ^Bd. 

8  For  sketch  of  Marchand  de  Lignery,  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoTls.,  v,  pp. 
113-115.— Ed. 
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The  Sieur  de  Lignery  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  the  Sieur 
Desliettes,  the  CJothmandant  of  the  Company  in  the  Hinois 
country*  to  inform  him  of  what  he  had  done. 

That  letter  states,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  Chiefs  of 
those  three  Xatioiis  are  well-intentioned  and  are  fully  awate  that 
they  can  hope  for  no  further  nlercy  unless  they  obey ;  that  it  is 
necessary  to  detach  the  Sqioux  nation  from  its  alliance  with  the 
Eenards  by  leading  them  to  expect  some  presents ;  finally  to  bar 
the  Renards^  passage  by  the  River  St  Joseph  and  Detroit  in  the 
event  of  their  seeking  to  join  the  Iroquois  who  have  offered  them 
an  asylum. 

He  says  that  this  is  what  he  had  in  view  in  proposing  peace  to 
them  in  order  the  better  to  overcome  them  should  they  not  keep 
their  word;  because,  if  they  failed  to  keep  it,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  the  surest  means  to  destroy  them  by  force  of 
arms,  imiting  the  troops  of  both  Colonies. 

He  remarks  that  these  savages  are  now  convinced  that  this  will 
certainly  happen,  and  that  Qiiachala,  the  great  Chief  of  the 
Eenards,  and  the  other  Chiefs  have  made  their  countrymen 
understand  it  clearly,  saying:  "We  still  hold  the  Frenchman 
by  the  hand,  but  if  he  escape  us  we  are  lost." 

He  notifies  the  said  Sieur  Desliettes  to  send  back  the  captive 
Eenards,  having  told  their  Chiefs  to  do  the  same  with  such 
Frenchmen  as  they  might  make  prisoners. 

And  he  adds  that  If  all  goes  well  in  a  year  he  will  agree  to 
have,  at  Ohicagou  or  at  le  Kocher  of  la  Baye,^  a  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  tribes,  those  of  Louisiana,  the  Ilinois  and  the  nationa 
of  la  Baye  whom  he  will  notify  of  the  date  of  the  rendezvous; 

1  Charles  Henry  Desliettes  de  Tonty,  nephew  of  La  Salle's  lieuten- 
ant, Henri  de  Tonty,  was  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres  in  IllinoiB 
from  1726-30.  Other  relatives  by  the  same  name  (the  maternal  fam- 
ily of  de  Tonty)  were  prominent  in  early  French  Illinois.  See  Wallace, 
IJUnoia  and  Louisiana  under  French  Rule  (Cincinnati,  1893);  also 
Wis.  Hist,  Colls,,  xvl,  index. — Ed. 

2Chicagou  was  an  Indian  site,  about  the  same  place  as  the  present 
city  of  Chicago.  Le  Rocher  is  the  famous  rock  of  that  name  on  the 
Illinois  river — the  document  is  here  defective;  "le  Rocher  de  la  Baye" 
should  be  "le  Rocher  ou  la  Baye,"  la  Baye  being  the  ordinary  French 

[3] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi. 


XV  u 


that  it  will  be  necessary  ta  be  the  first  on  the  spot,  to  erect  a  fort 
and,  at  the  same  time,  determine  the  number  of  the  French  and 
of  the  savages  who  are  to  assemble  there. 

Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  confirms  the  news  of 
this  peace,  and  says  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to  make  it  per- 
manent in  order  to  avoid  a  war  which,  however  successful  it 
might  be,  would  be  very  costly  to  both  Colonies ;  That  his  opin- 
ion, shared  by  the  Sieuiis  de  Longiieuil  and  de  Lignery,  is  that 
the  war  l)etween  the  Renards  and  the  Ilinois  should  be  termin- 
ated by  means  of  alliances  between  those  two  nations ;  that  it  is 
not  neceSvSarv^  for  that  purpose,  io  a1)andon  the  project  of  detach- 
ing, if  possi1>lo,  the  Scioux  from  the  interests  of  the  Renards, 
and  that  he  will  take  measures  witli  Monsieur  Dupuy  to  send 
Missionaries  to  the  Scioux. 

He  has  learned  through  Monsieur  de  Lignery  that  since  the 
piromise  given  him  by  the  Renard,  Saki,  and  Puant  Chiefs  at 
la  Baye  to  wage  war  no  longer  on  the  Ilinois,  two  bands  of  young 
Benards  set  out  to  avenge  the  death  of  one  of  their  relatives; 
that  the  strongest  of  those  two  bands,  consisting  of  10  men,  was 
completely  defeated,  4  being  killed  and  4  wounded  and  cap- 
tured by  the  Ilinois;  that,  nevertheless,  no  untoward  conae- 
quenoes  will  result  from  this  affair  if  the  latter  send  back  to 
the  Renards'  Village  tlie  ca])tivei2  t-h oy  liavc  taken,  with  presents 
to  cover  the  dead,  according  to  custom ;  and  by  that  means  they 
will  disarm  the  Renards  and  prevent  the  formation  of  other 
bands.  This  the  Sieur  de  Lignery  wrote  the  Sieur  Desliettes  it 
was  advisable  to  do. 

Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  sends  a  Memorandum 
respecting  the  most  suitable  means  for  making  the  peace  a  last- 


ing one. 


He  proposes  to  grant  the  request  privately  made  by  Ouachala, 
the  great  Chief  of  the  Renards,  for  a  French  Chief  to  help  him 
to  restrain  the  young  men  of  his  Village  and  to  prevent  them 
from  thinking  of  evil  designs.     He  suggests  that  it  would  be 

designation  for  the  post  at  Green  Bay.  Three  places  would  thus  be 
designated  as  the  place  for  the  rendezvous — Chicago,  le  Rocher,  or 
la  Baye. — Ed. 
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necessary  for  the  French  officer  in  command  at  la  point  de  CSia- 
gouamigon,  on  his  part,  to  strive  to  get  the  Scioux  to  draw  off 
from  their  alliance  with  the  Eenards,  and  to  detach  them  from 
the  latter  by  presents ;  also  to  lead  the  Scioux  to  hope  that  they 
will  have  a  Missionary  and  some  Frenchmen  amongst  them,  aa 
they  have  asked.  He  requests  that  the  same  should  be  written 
to  the  officers  in  Command  at  the  Posts  of  Detroit  and  River 
St  Joseph  in  order  that  the  savage  nations  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  Poets  may  be  detached  from  the  Eenards  through  their 
efforts  and  may,  in  the  event  of  war,  bar  their  way  and  prevent 
their  seeking  an  asylum  amongst  the  Iroquois  and  other  Nations 
whither  they  might  wish  to  retreat. 

The  Sieur  Desliettes,  who  commands  for  the  Company  of  the 
Indies  in  the  Ilinois  country,  has  written  to  the  Sieur  de  Lignery 
that  the  Eenards  are  suspicious  and  fear  treachery  and  that  the 
surest  method  would  be  to  destroy  them ;  that  he  has  proposed 
this  to  the  Superior  Council  of  New  Orleans,  and  has  given 
information  of  it  to  the  Company  of  the  Indies. 

Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  writes  that  this  Would  be  the  better 
expedient,  but  that  it  would  be  dangerous,  because,  if  unsuo- 
oeesful,  there  would  no  longer  remain  any  chance  of  surprising 
the  Eenards  and  keeping  them  shut  up  in  a  fort  as  in  the  last 
War,  and,  if  they  should  flee  to  the  Scioux  or  to  the  Ayouets,  they 
would  attack  the  French  in  the  upper  country  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  go  from  one  Colony  to  the  other  without  running 
the  risk  of  losing  one's  life  or  of  being  pillaged. 

Nevertheless,  if  after  the  measures  that  are  being  taken  to 
establish  a  lasting  peace  with  them,  they  should  again  break  their 
word,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  take  measures  conjointly  with 
the  nations  of  both  Colonies  to  destroy  them  by  force  of  arms. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  advisable  that  the  Sieur  Des  Liettes  should 
make  the  Ilinois  restore  to  the  Eenards  such  captives  of  that 
nation  as  they  may  have  in  their  hands;  and  that  he  should  not 
follow  the  example  of  the  Commandants  who  have  preceded  him, 
and  who  thought  they  would  intimidate  the  Eenards  by  burning 
the  prisoners  of  their  nation, — which  served  only  to  irritate  them 
and  to  make  the  war  rage  more  bitterly. 
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If,  With  such  circumspection  on  the  part  of  the  Ilinois,  the 
Renards  can  be  kept  quiet  for  a  jear,  a  conference  may  he  held 
with  the  Sieur  Des  Liettes  at  Chicagou  or  at  the  Eocher  where 
tiie  Chiefs  of  the  nations  of  the  Ilinois  country  and  of  la  Baye 
may  be  assembled  and  the  number  determined  of  the  French 
and  of  the  savages — both  from  the  Ilinois  country  and  from 
Canada — who  will  be  posted  in  a  fort  to  be  erected  at  the  spot 
selected  for  the  Rendezvous.  Then,  after  the  Treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Renards  and  their  allies  has  been  renewed,  Ouadiala, 
the  great  Chief  of  the  Renards  and  the  war-Chiefs  of  the  Sakis, 
Puants,  Kicapoux,  Maskoutins  and  Scioux — one  from  each 
of  those  Nations  allied  with  the  Renards — mav  be  sent  down 
to  Montreal  the  following  Summer  to  be  questioned  regarding 
their  dispositions  and  to  be  informed  at  the  same  time  of  the 
King's  intentions. 

It  would  then  be  advisable  that,  in  the  presence  of  those  Chiefs 
and  of  those  of  the  Sauteurs,  Poutouatamis,  Outaouais  and 
other  nations  of  the  I^kes — from  each  of  which  it  would  also 
be  advisable  to  send  a  Chief  and  in  addition  a  Chief  or  two  of 
the  Ilinois  to  be  witnesses  of  what  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  the 
Renards  and  their  allies — Ouachala  should  publicly  ask  for  a 
French  Chief.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  him  one^ 
although  such  is  not  the  desire  of  the  Commandants  of  the  Poet 
of  la  Baye  who  are  no  doubt  opposed  to  this  Establishment  solely 
through  motives  of  private  interest  which  should  always  yield  to 
the  welfare  of  the  service  and  of  the  Colony. 

Messieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Ihipuy  have  learned  through 
the  Sieur  de  Lignery,  Commandant  at  Michilimakinac,  that  the 
Renards  are  asking  for  a  Commandant  and  a  Missionary ;  they 
told  him  that  they  were  the  only  ones  neglected  and  that  a  Com- 
mandant and  a  Missionary  would  give  them  sense  like  the  others 
and  would  help  them  to  restrain  their  young  men.^ 

Father  Chardon,  the  superior  of  the  Missions  of  the  upper 


iThe  letters  and  documents  of  which  this  is  a  summary,  were  trans- 
lated and  printed  in  Wis.  Hiat.  Colls.,  iii,  pp.  148-161.  The  epelling  of 
the  proper  names  can  be  corrected  from  the  above. — Ed. 
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coimtrv,*  writes  that,  in  order  to  compel  'the  Xation  of  the 
Eenards  to  keep  quiet  and  in  awe  of  U8,  it  would  be  advisable : 
first,  to  deprive  thein  of  the  refuge  they  have  secured  amongst 
the  Sdoux,  and,  to  that  end,  prevent  their  being  given  any  of 
the  goods  they  procure  in  the  upper  country,  especially  at  the 
posts  established  at  la  Baye  des  Puans  and  at  the  Elver  St 
Joseph,  and,  to  do  this  effectively,  it  would  be  necessary  to  sup- 
press those  two  posts  where  trade  both  in  Brandy  and  in  mer- 
chandise is  notorious,  as  the  Commandants  have  bought  those 
posts.  Secondly,  to  bar  their  passage  to  the  Iroquois.  Thirdly, 
to  let  loose  all  the  Savages  that  may  wish,  to  wage  war  upon 
them ;  this  will  exhaust  them  to  such  an  extent  tliat^  having  noth- 
ing wherewith  to  defend  themselves,  they  will  be  compelled  to 
submit  to  everything,  and  when  we  shall  have  an  establishment 
amongst  the  Scioux  the  Kenard  will  be  obliged  in  spite  of  him- 
self to  keep  quiet.  Thereby,  we  shall  be  spared  the  expense  of 
a  costly  War,  whose  success  is  very  uncertain,  inasmuch  as  the 
Benards  have  an  assured  refuge  amongst  the  Scioux.^ 


1727:     POST  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED  AMONG  SIOUX 

[Memorandum,  about  the  Sioux,  dated  April  29,  1727»  based  on  re- 
ports from  Canada.  The  original  MS.  of  this  document  is  In  the 
archives  of  the  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris,  where  it  was  transcribed 
for  the  Society,  in  whose  collection  the  transcript  is  preserved.  Press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  576."] 

It  was  recommended  to  Messieurs  de  Beauhamois  and 
Dupuis*  by  the  King's  Memorial  that  they  should  do  all  in  their 


iPor  sketch  of  Father  Chardon,  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  206. — Ed. 

2 Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Approved,  what  is  proposed  to  secure 
peace  and  render  it  stable." 

s  Charles  de  la  Boische,  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  was  governor  of 
New  France  from  August.  1726,  to  Sept.  19,  1747.  He  was  reputed 
to  be  a  natural  son  of  Louis  XIV,  was  bom  about  1670,  and  trained 
for  the  French  navy.    After  his  service  as  governor  of  New  France, 
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power  to  Make  an  Estaljlisliment  among  the  Scioux,  \rho  have 
asked  for  Missionaries^  and  to  send  there  a  Commandant  who 
would  suit  them.*  However  such  an  Establishment'  seemed 
difficult  to  found  because  news  was  received  from  there  last  year 
lliat  a  band  of  Eenards  had  killed  two  Frenchmen  who  were  on 
their  way  thither,  and  that  those  Savages  had  declared  that 
iSiey  would  not  let  a  single  Frenchman  pass  to  the  Scioux  since 
it  would  diminish  their  Trade.* 

They  write^  that  it  is  now  easier  than  formerly  to  Establish  a 
Poet  among  the  Scioux.    That  the  Sieur  de  Lignery  who  com- 

he  returned  to  France,  and  was  made  lieutenant-general  of  naval 
forces,  a  position  he  held  but  a  short  time,  dying  in  June,  1749.  For 
his  instructions  when  appointed  governor  of  New  France,  see  O'Cal- 
laghan  ed.,  N,  Y.  Colonial  Documents  (Albany,  1856-58),  ix,  p.  966. 
The  first  husband  of  Josephine,  empress  of  the  French,  was  descended 
from  this  family. 

Claude  Thomas  Dupuy  was  appointed  intendant  of  New  France  when 
Beauhamois  was  made  governor.  They  became  involved  in  disputes, 
and  Dupuy  having  antagonized  both  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  author- 
ities was  recalled  in  September,  1728. — Kd. 

iSee  WU.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  pp.  441,  442.— Ed. 

2  This  information  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  de  Longueuil  and  Bdgon  to  the  French  ministry,  dated  Quebec, 
Oct.  31,  1726:  '*We  have  been  informed  by  a  letter  of  the  2l8t  of 
July  last,  from  the  Reverend  Father  Chardon,  missionary  at  la  Baye, 
to  the  Reverend  Father  La  Chasse,  superior  of  the  Jesuits,  who  had 
designed  that  the  former  should  begin  the  mission  among  the  Sioux, 
that  in  addition  to  the  five  Frenchmen  killed  two  years  ago,  two 
others  were  slain  last  spring,  by  a  party  of  Kikapous  and  Renarda; 
that  the  laCler  say  that  they  will  not  permit  the  French  to  go  to  the 
Sioux,  since  the  trade  that  they  will  carry  on  will  considerably  dimin- 
ish their  own;  that  the  allied  Reuards  and  Sioux  have  made  an  at- 
tack on  the  French  established  among  the  Illinois,  and  that  they 
are  so  exasperated  against  the  Illinois,  that  they  cannot  be  deterred* 
nor  even  the  Sakis  who  live  at  la  Baye,  from  waging  war  upon  them; 
and  that  all  these  reasons  indicate  the  difficulty  and  postponement  of 
the  enterprise  to  establish  a  missionary  and  a  commandant  among 
the  Sioux."  Margry,  D^couvertes  et  ^tahlissements  des  FranQOis 
J61Jhiyo4  (Paris,  1876-85).  vi,  p.  543.--Ed. 

8  Marginal  note  on  original  MS.  gives  date  14th  October,  1726,  re- 
ferring to  a  previous  letter  of  the  governor  and  intendant — Bd. 
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mands  at  Michilimakinao  has  reported  that  the  chiefs  of  the 
Sakis,  of  the  Puants,  and  of  the  Eenards  have  promised  him  not 
Only  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  that  they  were  waging  against  the 
Hinois,  but  also  to  induce  their  allies  to  do  the  same.  So  that 
by  sending  an  officer  in  the  Spring  to  La  pointe  on  Lake  Su- 
perior, we  may  prepare  to  Establish  a  post  where  we  have  already 
occupied  one/  And  he  by  means  of  a  few  presents,  and  by 
opening  a  Trade  with  the  Savages  of  that  Quarter,  will  form 
oonnections,  and  gradually  dispose  those  Savages  [the  Renards] 
to  abandon  tihe  War  against  the  Hinois,  and  divert  them  from 
going  to  detroit  as  they  had  intended  to  do  to  seek  an  asylum 
among  the  Iroquois. 


-/• 


1727:     MISSIONARIES  FOR  THE  SIOUX  DESIRE  ASTRONOMICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 

[Letter  from  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Apr.  30,  1727.  Translated  from  a  document  In  Quebec  provincial  ar- 
chives, transcribed  from  a  MS.  in  Paris  archives.] 

The  Eeverend  Jesuit  fathers  who  are  to  go  among  the  Sioux, 
ask  for  mathematical  instruments.  Those  which  are  in  their 
establishment,  and  which  belong  to  the  King  will  serve  their  pur- 
pose until  His  Majesty  sends  others  for  Quebec,  namely :  a  case 
of  mathematical  instruments,  a  dial  plate  of  universal  astronomy, 
a  graduated  semi-cirde  with  the  degrees  indicated,  a  spirit  level, 
a  chain  with  stakes,  and  a  telescope  six  or  seven  feet  long,  (this 
telescope  does  not  belong  to  the  king,  but  they  take  one  from 
their  establishment,  and  request  another  from  the  king  to  replace 

it). 

It  would  be  well,  Monseigneur,  if  they  could  receive  these 

iFor  the  previous  occupation  of  a  post  at  "La  Pointe,"  in  Chequam- 
cgon  Bay,  see  Wis,  Hutt.  Colls,,  xlii.  pp.  410,  411;  xvi,  p.  380.— Ed. 
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instruments  by  this  yearns  ships,  if  this  letter  arrives  in  time  for 
that.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.  etc. 

Beauhabi^ois. 


1727:     ARTICLES  OF  THE  TRADING  COMPANY  FOR  THE  POST 

AMONG  THE  SIOUX 

[This  agreement  between  the  governor  of  Canada  and  certain  mer- 
chants for  exploiting  the  fur-trade,  and  providing  expenses  for  the 
post  among  the  Sioux  is  translated,  from  a  document  dated  June  6» 
1727,  in  Margry,  Dicouv.  et  itahh,  vi.  pp.  547-552.] 

Charles,  marquis  dr  Beanharnois,  txniglit  of  the  military  Or- 
der of  St.  Louis,  governor  and  lieutenant-general  of  the  King  in 
the  whole  of  New  France. 

In  virtue  of  the  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  King's  Memo- 
randnini  of  May  14,  1726,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a 
commandant  and  two  missionaries  amongst  the  Sioux,  in  com- 
pliance with  His  Majesty's  instructions,  we — in  the  presence  of 
Moiifiiour  de  Longueuil,  governor  of  this  town  of  Montreal;^  of 

1  Margry,  Dicouv.  et  Habl.,  vi,  p.  644,  note,  says  that  in  a  letter  of 
Sept  23,  1727,  the  governor  calls  to  mind  this  request  of  the 
Jesuit  fathers  who  departed  in  the  spring  for  the  Sioux,  and  that  since 
then  they  have  again  asked  him  to  request  a  compass  with  a  grapho- 
meter. — Ed. 

2  Charles  le  Moyne,  second  of  the  name,  and  first  baron  of  Longueuil, 
was  the  eldest  of  the  famous  sons  of  the  first  Sieur  de  Longueuil, 
a  Canadian  colonist  ennobled  by  the  king.  His  most  noted  brothers 
were  Bienville  and  Iberville,  connected  with  the  founding  of  Louisi- 
ana. Charles,  as  the  eldest,  remained  in  Canada.  He  was  a  man  of 
ability  and  esteemed  by  his  contemporaries;  was  adopted  among  the 
Iroquois  and  had  great  influence  with  them.  He  was  bom  at  Mon- 
treal, 1656;  sent  to  France  to  be  educated;  served  as  an  officer  from 
1687-91,  when  he  went  to  France  to  recover  from  a  wound.  Return- 
ing to  Canada  he  served  efficiently  the  remainder  of  that  war,  and 
in  that  of  1702-13;  was  made  governor  of  Montreal,  and  served  as 
acting  governor  of  Canada  1725-26.    He  died  in  1729.— Ed. 
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Monsieur  d'  Aigremont,  commissary-general ;  and  of  Monsieur 
de  La  Come,  lieutenant  of  the  King,  at  Montreal — have  settled 
and  determined  the  articles  of  engagement  demanded  of  the 
undersigned  interested  in  the  Sioux  Company  as  follows,  to  wit : 

First  Article. — That  the  trade  of  the  whole  Sioux  country 
ishall  be  granted  and  permitted  to  the  undersigned  purely  and 
simply  for  three  entire  and  consecutive  years  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others  whomsoever,  so  thiit  nobody  shall  be  permitted  to  go  or 
to  send  one  or  more  canoes  thither  without  the  consent  of  the 
said  Company.  And  if  any  person,  of  whatsoever  quality  or 
condition  he  may  be,  should  go  there  to  trade,  the  commanding 
oScer  shall  be  at  liberty  and  is  even  ordered  to  have  his  goods 
confiscated  and  distributed  in  accordance  with  the  orders  we 
may  deem  advisable  to  give,  and  that  one  half  of  the  goods  so 
<5onfiscated  shall  belong  to  the  said  Company. 

That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  not  trade  nor  hunt  in  the 
direction  of  Point  Chagouamigon,  elsewhere  than  in  the  hunt- 
ing grounds  whither  the  Sioux  go,  and  that  on  the  side  of  la 
Baye,  they  shall  likewise  go  only  in  the  Sioux  hunting  grounds, 
they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  trade  on  the  Ouisconsin  nor  on  the 
portage  bv  which  they  must  pass  to  reach  the  Sionx,  which  shall 
serve  as  the  boundary  for  both  territories. 

Second  Article. — That  they  shall  not  build  forts  nor  houses 
equivalent  to  the  same  in  the  hunting  grounds,  but  only  in  the 
place  where  the  commanding  oflScer  shall  establish  his  post. 

Third  Article. — That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  have 
permission  to  send  up  to  the  Sioux  country  during  the  next  two 
years  such  number  of  canoes  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
Should  the  prospects  of  the  profit  to  be  gained  in  the  trade  be- 
come greater,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  increase  the  quantity  of 
goods  and  the  number  of  canoes  to  be  sent  thither,  the  share  at 
present  owned  by  each  of  the  associates  shall  be  increased  in  the 
same  proportion  as  general  increase  of  the  whole  trade.  Thus, 
if  the  trade  which  at  present  employs  nine  canoes  should  after- 
wards employ  twelve,  each  one  may  increase  what  he  had  at  the 
beginning  by  one  fourth. 

Fourth  Article. — That  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  they 
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fihall  be  given  the  preference  over  the  highest  and  last  bidder. 
If  the  trade  be  given  to  the  highest  bidder,  or  if  we  should  deem 
advisable  to  fix  the  price  ourselves,  they  shall  have  the  preference 
over  all  others  if  they  wish  to  accept. 

Fifth  Article. — Should  they  be  stopped  on  the  way  in  the 
country  of  the  Renards  or  beyond,  or  should  they,  when  therf 
reach  the  Sioux  country,  be  compelled  by  superior  force  to  return 
this  year,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  their  goods  wherevent 
they  think  proper,  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer, 
who  shall  have  power  to  decide  the  destination  of  each  one  in 
»uch  manner  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient  for  the  welfare  of 
the  King's  service  and  that  of  the  Colony. 

Sixth  Article. — That  all  of  the  said  interested  parties  who 
may  be  compelled  thereto  through  illness  or  domestic  reasonsy 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  abandon  the  trade  and  to  return  to  it  befoGPe 
the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  in  such  manner  nevertheless 
that  no  one  shall  leave  the  Sioux  country  without  the  express 
permission  in  writing  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Seventh  Article. — That  no  associate  shall  transfer  his  share 
either  wholly  or  partially  except  to  persons  of  good  character, 
free  from  scandal  of  every  kind  and  who  will  not  interpose  any 
obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  Religion  amongst  that  great 
number  of  barbarous  peoples,  so  that  Otod^s  blessings  may  rest 
on  their  persons  and  trade. 

Eighth  Article. — That  all  the  associates  without  exception  and 
all  persons  in  their  employ  shall  be  forbidden  to  absent  them- 
selves from  the  fort  that  is  to  be  built,  for  the  purpose  of  hunt- 
ing, without  the  express  permission  of  Monsieur  the  com- 
mandant 

Ninth  Article. — That  the  said  interested  parties  bind  them- 
selves to  leave  in  the  fort  next  spring  two  men  per  canoe,  making 
eighteen  men  not  including  the  servants  of  Messieurs  the  offi- 
cers; and  those  of  the  missionaries,  and  that  they  may  employ 
the  other  voyageurs  in  conveying  their  furs  to  Montreal  and  in 
bringing  back  goods  therefrom ;  this  shall  likewise  apply  to  the 
last  two  years. 

Tenth  Article. — That  when  they  shall  leave  the  said  post  they 
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flkall  be  at  liberty  to  sell  the  houses  they  may  have  built  for  them- 
selves and  on  their  private  account. 

In  return  for  the  above  concessions  the  said  interested  parties 
undertake : 

1.  To  build  a  fort  of  stakes,  a  chapel,  a  house  for  the  com- 
manding oflScer,  and  one  for  the  missionaries  in  such  place  and  in 
Buch  manner  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  commanding  oflScer, 
whom  they  promise  to  obey  and  listen  to  in  everything  he  may 
command  them  for  the  King's  service,  the  discipline  of  the  post, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Colony. 

2.  They  further  undertake  to  have  conveyed  free  of  cost  from 
here  to  the  Sioux  country  whatever  may  be  given  them  either  for 
the  commanding  officer  or  for  the  missionaries  to  the  extent  of 
600  pounds  weight  per  canoe,  namely :  300  pounds  weight  for  the 
commandant  and  as  much  for  the  missionaries ;  this  shall  be  so 
<x>nBtrued  that  the  canoe  carrying  the  officer  shall  not  be  included, 
for  this  year  only,  in  the  number  of  those  that  will  have  to  carry 
600  pounds  weight,  neither  shall  the  canoe  in  charge  of  the 
offiioer  second  in  command,  and  the  two  canoes  carrying  the  two 
missionaries  with  their  provisions,  chapel,  and  beds  shall  each 
earry  300  pounds  weight ; 

3.  During  the  following  years,  they  shall  be  absolutely  bound 
to  cause  to  be  conveyed  into  the  said  Sioux  country,  to  the  fort 
to  be  built  there,  and  to  the  house  of  the  commanding  officer  pro- 
visions and  other  necessary  and  useful  articles  to  the  extent  of 
1,350  pounds  weight  for  each  of  the  last  two  years.  But  should 
the  trade  not  be  successful  and  should  it  be  possible  to  send  down 
only  a  small  number  of  canoes,  then  and  in  such  case  they  shall 
be  bound  to  carry  only  1,000  pounds  weight  for  the  commanding 
officer; 

4.  They  likewise  undertake  to  cause  to  be  conveyed  from 
Montreal  to  the  said  Sioux  country,  to  the  missionaries'  house, 
whatever  may  be  given  them  for  the  latter  in  each  of  the  said 
years  to  the  extent  of  1,000  pounds  weight,  whether  many  canoes 
ocmie  here  or  not ; 

5  They  [further  undertake  to  purchase  three  or  four  extra 
canoes  when  they  reach  IMichilimakinak  in  order  the  more  easily 
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to  Tavei^e  the  River  of  the  Eenards  and  that  of  Oaisoonsiog'^ 
and  to  carry  in  such  canoes  600  pounds  weight  for  the  mis- 
sionarieSy  and  also  to  convey  the  said  goods  to  the  weight  of  600 
pounds  from  Missilimakinak  to  the  Sioux  country,  not  including 
•the  sacks  of  Indian  com  which  they  undertake  to  carry  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  said  missionaries,  not  only  in  this  first  year 
but  in  those  following. 

Finally  it  is  agreed  with  one  of  the  associates,  named  Fran- 
cois Campeau,  that  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  work  at  his  trade  of 
blacksmith  for  all  who  may  wish  to  employ  him  and  pay  him 
therefor;  in  consideration  whereof  the  said  Cami)eau  undertakes 
to  give  to  the  said  Company  for  each  of  the  said  three  years,  the 
sum  of  400  livres  in  furs  or  in  coin  at  his  option  and  in  addi- 
tion *^i  yirovi<lr»  fror  r>f  oliariio  thirty  screws  [Fr.  vices;  vist]  or 
rli^'  r*jiiiv:ilcnf  tluTfof  in  |)rinKTs  [Fr.,  graiti],^ 

All  the  associates  have  agreed  to  everything  above  set  forth 
and  have  consented  that  if  any  of  them  shall  infringe  any  of  the 
above  articles  he  shall  be  severely  punished  and  deprived  of  all 
his  rights. 

And,  after  reading  the  articles  of  demands  and  undertakings 
above  set  forth  the  said  associates  of  the  Sioux  Company  have 
consented  to  carry  out  everything  therein  contained,  and  have 
accepted  and  agreed  to  all  the  charges  and  conditions  therein 
stipufated,  for  the  fulfilment  whereof  they  have  all  signed  with 
us,  and  also  the  above  named. 

Done  at  Montreal,  this  sixth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  seven. 

Sif/ned:  Bcauhamois,  Longiieuil,  La  Come,  d'  Aigremonl^ 
Saint  George  Dupre,  Youville,  Pierre  Daillay,*  Marin,  Etienne 
Petit,  Garrau,^  Francois  Campeau,  Frangois  du  May,  Pierre 

iVices.  Phonetically,  this  would  be  vi8  (screws).  All  whom  I  have 
consulted  agree  on  this.  If  the  word  be  vis,  I  should  say  that  it  means 
the  special  screws  required  for  the  flint-locks  of  the  guns  of  the  period. 
In  that  case,  grains  would  mean  primers.  However,  this  is  merely  con- 
jecture.— Crawford  Lindsay,  translator. 

2 Given  as  Dumay,  in  Supplement  to  Canadian  Archives,  1899,  p.  132, 
where  this  document  is  calendared. — Ed. 

sGarreau,  Ibid, — Ed. 
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Richard,  Jean  Baptiste  Boucher  de  Montbrun,  Frangois Boucher 
de  Montbrun  and  Jean  Garrau/ 


1727:     COMMANDANTS  FOR  THE  SIOUX  POST  AND  GREEN  BAY 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  and  Monsieur 
Dupuy2  to  the  French  Minister,  translated  from  a  document  published 
by  Margry,  Ddcouv,  et  6ta^l,t  vi,  pp.  545,  546.] 

Quebec,  September  25th,  1727. 

You  recommend  me  also,  Monseigneur,  to  give  great  care  to 
sending  one  or  two  missionaries  among  the  Sioux.  The  Rev- 
erend Jesuit  Fathers,  of  whom  I  have  requested  two  for  this 
purpose,  liave  aj^sisrierl  tliein,  and  they  departed  last  spring.^  It 
was  necessary,  on  account  of  the  condition  of  affairs  with  regard 
to  the  Benards  (which  we  have  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you, 

iMost  of  these  men  were  natives  of  Canada,  and  inhabitants  of 
Montreal.  The  two  Bouchers  de  Montbrun  seem  to  have  been  the 
leaders  in  the  enterprise.  They  were  sons  of  Ren6  Jean  Boucher, 
seigneur  de  Montbrun,  and  in  1729  commandant  of  the  militia  for 
all  the  "southern  coast"  of  New  France.  It  is  probable  that  Marin 
was  the  man  of  that  name  who  played  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the 
Fox  War.    See  p. ,  post. — Ed. 

2  So  in  Margry,  but  internal  evidence  proves  it  to  be  from  Beauhar- 
nois only. — Ed. 

8 These  were  Guignas  and  De  Gronnor.  Michel  (or  Louis  Ignace) 
Guignas  was  bom  in  1681,  and  entered  the  Jesuit  order  in  1702.  Four- 
teen years  later  he  came  to  Canada,  and  was  sent  to  the  Ottawa  mission 
at  Mackinac.  Chosen  by  his  superiors  to  undertake  the  new  mission 
to  the  Sioux  in  1727,  several  accounts  of  his  adventures  are  extant 
(see  post).  The  fort  being  abandoned  in  1728,  on  account  of  the  Fox 
war,  Guignas  was  captured  by  Wisconsin  Indians,  and  narrowly  es- 
caped death  at  the  stake.  He  was  again  at  the  Sioux  post  (1732-37), 
and  returning  to  Quebec  in  1740,  died  there  in  1752. 

Nicolas  (or  Flavin)  de  Gronnor  accompanied  Guignas  to  the  Sioux 
fort  He  returned  to  Quebec  with  La  Perri^re  in  1728,  and  was  after- 
wards stationed  at  the  missions  of  Sault  St  Louis  and  Lorette,  dying 
at  Quebec  in  1759,  aged  68  years. — Ed. 
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Monsieur  Dupuy  and  myself,  in  reply  to  a  Memoir  of  the  King) 
to  have  these  two  missionaries  accompanied  by  a  certain  number 
of  Frenchmen,  both  to  put  them  in  a  position  to  defend  them- 
selves in  case  of  war,  and  also  to  work  with  more  diligence  upon 
the  post^  which  it  is  necessary  to  make  for  the  safety  of  these 
missionaries. 

I  made  an  agreement  with  the  voyageurs  who  conveyed  them, 
according  to  which  they  are  charged  with  all  the  expenses,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  the  agreement,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  you. 

It  was  necessary,  also,  Monseigneur,  for  discipline  and  good 
order,  to  place  at  the  head  of  this  detachment  a  wise  and  dis- 
interested oflBoer.  The  Reverend  Jesuit  Fathers  urgently  re- 
quested Sieur  de  la  Perriere-Boucher,^  whom  I  had  appointed, 
in  conformity  with  the  orders  that  you  had  addressed  to  Mon- 
sieur le  baron  de  Longueuil,  to  go  to  la  Baye  instead  of  Sieur 
de  La  Xoue,'  whom  you  had  designated  to  relieve  Sieui*  Amari- 
ton.  I  could  not  send  Sieur  de  La  None  to  this  post  for  the 
reasoois  which  I  have  formerly  written,  and  because  of  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  me  since  my  arrival  by  the  Jesuit  Fathers, 
who  assured  me  that  this  oflBcer,  although  a  very  capable  and 
worthy  subject,  had  the  misfortune  not  to  be  acceptable  to  the  Na- 
tions of  that  post  and  to  be  distrusted  by  the  tribe  of  the  Ee- 
nardd,  their  allies.  Xcither  could  I  refuse  the  request  of  the 
Reverend  Jesuit  Fathers  for  the  sieur  de  la  Perriere  to  under- 


iRen6  Boucher,  Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  one  of  the  sons  of  Sieur  Pierre 
Boucher  de  Bouchervllle,  governor  of  Trois  Rivieres,  was  born  in 
1668,  and  died  in  1742.  He  was  a  noted  French  ofllcer,  and  commanded 
one  division  of  the  expedition  that  attacked  Haverhill,  Mass.,  in  1708. 
In  1715  he  had  been  sent  among  the  Sioux  to  try  and  detach  them 
from  the  Rcnard  alliance.  The  two  leaders  of  the  trading-companj, 
the  Montbruns,  were  his  nephews. — EJd. 

sZacherie  Robertel,  Sieur  de  la  Noue,  bom  in  1665,  was  in  command 
of  the  post  at  Kamanistigoya,  north  of  Lake  Superior,  from  1717*21. 
Possibly  the  reason  he  was  so  unacceptable  to  the  tribes  at  La  Baye 
was,  because  he  had  instigated  the  Cristinaux  and  other  northern  tribes 
tb  attack  the  Sioux,  allies  of  the  Foxes.  See  also.  Wis.  Hist.  ColU.^ 
3Vi.  p.  440.— Ed. 
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take  the  Sioux  establishment.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  was 
obliged  to  send  sieur  Dupleseia^  back  to  la  Baye,  wheiie  he  had 
been  stationed  by  Monsieur  de  Ix)ngueuil,  before  he  had  received 
your  orders,  but  I  count  on  being  able  to  relieve  him!  next  spring, 
he  himself  having  requested  of  me  permission  to  return  to  his 
garrison. 


1727:     COMPLAINTS  OF  LOUISIANA 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Sept.  25.  1727.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada.  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  132."] 

M()Nsi:ioxEUR — I  l)oHeve  that  it  is  my  duty  to  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  every  year  there  come  into  this  Oolony 
people  from  Missisipy,  who  descend  to  Montreal  and  Quebec  in 
order  to  go  to  France,  and  likewise  the  French  of  Canada  paae  to 
the  Mississipy,  of  Avhom  there  is  no  more  information,  both 
classes  Without  passports.  This  gives  rise  to  great  abuses  and 
rascalities  on  the  part  of  those  who  pass  from  one  colony  to  the 
other,  without  paying  the  merchants,  who  have  lent  them  mer- 
chandize in  good  faith  and  who  hear  nothing  more  of  them; 
It  is  to  remedy  these  abuses  that  I  have  undertaken,  Monseig- 
neur,  to  beg  you  to  give  orders  to  the  commandant  of  Louisiana 
to  arrest  all  the  French  of  Canada  who  go  to  the  Missisipy 
Without  being  furnished  with  a  Passport,  and  to  give  me  notice 
of  it;  I  only  Hope  that  you  will  find  it  satisfactory  that  I  shall 
do  the  same  for  the  French  of  the  Missisipy,  who  come  to  this 
Colony  without  a  Passport ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  a  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 

seigneuT,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauharnois. 
QuKBEC,  September  25th,  1727. 


iFranQois  Lefebre,  Sieur  Duplessis-Fabert,  was  in  command  at  La 
Baye  in  172^.  In  a  list  of  Canadian  officers  drawn  up  in  1736,  he  is 
thus  described:  "Age,  45  to  50.  Precise.  Clever.  Few  friends.  Ca- 
det, 1698;  Ensign,  1700;  Lieutenant,  1714;  Captain,  1727."— Ed. 
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1727:     AMARITON  RESCUES  AN  ILLINOIS  WOMAN 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  MinlBter,  dated.  Oct.  24,  1727, 
with  an  enclosure  dated  Oct.  15,  1726.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  49,  c  11, 
fol.  164  If."] 

MoN6£iGN£UB — The  Sieur  Amariton^  has  brought  me  an 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Monsieur  de  liette,  which  will  be  added 
to  my  packet,  whereby  you  will  see,  Monseigneur,  that  that 
officer  incurred  considerable  expense  in  ransoming  an  Ilinois 
woman  who  was  tied  to  the  stake  to  be  burned.  I  had  given 
Monsieur  the  Intendant  a  Statement  of  the  expense  and  the 
oeHificates  of  the  Missionary  fathers  to  be  annexed  to  the  Joint 
letter.  I  told  the  Sieur  Amariton  to  see  Monsieur  Dupuy  tx> 
have  the  joint  letter  made  out  thereon.  He  came  to  tell  me  that 
Monsieur  the  Intendant  would  write  privately  and  that  I  should 
do  the  same  on  my  part  I  have  read,  Monseigneur,  the  original 
of  Monsieur  de  liette's  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur, Tour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauhabnois. 

Quebec,  October  24th,  1727. 

As  we  have  no  news  of  the  Sioux  detachment,  everybody 
believes  that  it  has  passed. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  turitten  by  Monsieur  de  Liette,  captain 
and  comanandant  at  fort  de  chastre^  in  the  ilinois  country,  to 
Monsieur  de  Lignery,  captain  in  Canada  and  comnumdant  gen- 
eral  of  the  savage  countries,  dated  October  15 j  1726. 


k 


1  Francois  Amariton,  captain  in  the  colonial  troops,  had  been  com- 
mandant at  Green  Bay,  1723-26.  See  Wis,  Hist,  ColU,,  xvi,  for  his 
career  at  this  place.— Ed. 

2  Fort  Chartres  was  originally  built  in  1720  by  Boisbriant  as  a  cen- 
tre for  defense  in  the  Illinois  country,  on  a  site  a  mile  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  about  sixteen  miles  northwest  of  Kaskaskia.  This 
first  fort  was  of  the  ordinary  stockade  kind,  replaced   (1753-56)   by 
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I  represented  with  praise  to  the  illinois  nation  the  kindness 
displayed  by  monsieur  Amarition  in  Sansoming  the  Illinois 
woman  who  passed  as  Tlie  wife  of  michel  aco/  and  the  large 
quantity  of  goods  it  cost  him  to  save  her  from  the  fire,  but  it 
was  in  vain.  Those  savages  are  ungrateful  beings  who  think 
one  is  obliged  to  do  what  one  does  for  them.  It  is  nevertheless 
a  sad  thing  that  that  captain  should  have  incurred  so  heavy  an 
expense.  It  should  be  paid  by  The  company,  to  which  I  have 
written.  I  hope  it  will  produce  some  effect  but  I  have  difSculty 
in  believing  it  It  is  harder  to  obtain  repayment  from  The 
company  than  I  from  the  king.^  If  peace  were  concluded,  I 
think  tliat  monsieur  damariton  might  be  able  with  The  cer- 
tificates of  the  reverend  Jesuit  fathers  and  of  the  French,  to 
obtain  some  repayment.  I  should  like,  with  all  my  heart,  to 
be  of  some  use  to  Him  in  this.  If  he  thinks  I  can  be,  let  him 
tell  me  in  what  manner  and  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power. 

True  copy  of  the  original  which  is  in  my  hands, 

De  Lignebi. 


an  immense  stone  fortification  which  cost  nearly  11,000,000.  This  lat- 
ter was  surrendered  to  the  English  in  1765.  Nine  years  later.  Fort 
Chartres  was  undermined  by  the  MisBisslppi,  and  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. See  "Old  Fort  Chartres*'  in  Mason,  Chapters  from  IlHnaU 
History  (Chicago,  1901). —Ed. 

1  Michael  Accault  (Aco)  accompanied  Hennepin  on  his  voyage  of 
discovery  in  1680,  probably  as  chief  of  the  party  sent  out  by  La  Salle. 
He  settled  among  the  Illinois,  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  Kaskaa- 
kla  chief;  their  child  ^as  baptized  in  1695.  This  woman  rescued 
by  Amariton  was  evidently  the  same  person. — ^Ed. 

sDesliettes  refers  to  the  Company  of  the  Indies,  for  whose  history 
see  Wis.  J^ist,  CoUs.,  xvl,  p.  440,  note. — Ed. 
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1727:     OFFICERS  FOR  THE  POSTS 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  French  minister  to  the  Intendant 
Dupuy,  dated  May  14,  1728.  MS.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colo- 
nies, Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  464.] 

MONSIEHB — 


If  he  [Beauhamois]  has  not  consulted  you  in  regard  to  the 
recall  of  some  Officers  from  the  poets  and  to  the  choice  of  those 
who  were  to  replace  them,  it  is  because  he  alone  has  the  power 
io  order  such  changes  and  destinations.  I  am  nevertheless  con- 
vinced that  had  the  accord  between  you  been  such  as  his  Majesty 
had  ordered,  He  would  not  have  failed  to  communicate  such 
Views  to  you,  not  only  as  regards  the  trade  at  those  posts  but 
also  in  order  to  have  your  advice/  You  would  have  acted  as 
he  has  done  in  similar  circumstances,  and  it  is  not  without 
reason  that  His  Majesty  had  recommended  you  to  live  on  good 
Terms,  inasmuch  as  discordant  conduct  is  always  opposed  to 
the  good  of  his  Service  and  the  welfare  of  the  Colony. 

With  Regard  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Eonde,  I  am  writing  to 
Mbnsieur  de  Beauhamois  to  recall  him  from  the  post  where  he 
is  and  not  to  give  him  any  other  under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 
I  am  also  sending  him  a  Copy  of  the  two  documents  which  you 
have  discovered  in  connection  with  his  conduct  during  his 
journey  to  Boston  in  1723,  without  informing  him  by  whom 
that  discover^'  was  made."  You  will  be  oleased  to  send  me  the 
two  Originals  on  the  return  of  Monsieur  the  Comte  Des  Gouttes 
who  commands  the  store-ship  I'Elephant.  Should  you,  in  the 
future,  make  any  similar  discoveries  respecting  other  Officers, 
you  will  be  careful  to  inform  me  of  the  same. 

You  will  see,  by  what  his  Majesty  writes  to  Monsieur  de 


1  Beauharnois  and  Dupuy  were  not  in  accord,  and  the  latter  was 
recalled  in  September  of  this  same  year. — Ed. 

2 For  this  expedition  of  La  Ronde,  see  his  memoir,  post.  He  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  himself  of  the  charges,  since  Beauhamois  appointed 
him  to  La  Pointe  de  Chequamegon,  a  post  which  he  held  for  many 
years. —  Ed. 
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Beauharnois  and  you  jointly,  what  his  views  are  regarding  the 
farming  of  the  posts,  which  must  be  carefully  considered. 

You  will  also  see  by  the  same  despatch  what  his  Intentions 
are  with  reference  to  the  post  established  by  the  English  at 
Choiiegan  [Oswego]. 

I  remain,  Monsieur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient 

servant 

Maubepas. 

Vebsaiixes,  May  14tb,  1728. 


1728:     WAR  UPON  POXES  DETERMINED 

[Elxtract  of  a  memoir  from  the  king  to  the  governor  and  intendant 
of  New  France,  dated  at  Versailles.  May  14,  1728.  N.  Y,  Colon.  Doct., 
1x.  pp.  1004.  1005.] 

According  to  the  intelligence  his  Majesty  had  received  re- 
specting the  n^otiation  of  peace  between  the  Illinois  and  Fok 
Indians,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
concluded,  and  has  been  much  surprised  to  learn,  not  only  that 
it  had  been  broken  off,  but  still  more,  that  Sieur  de  Beauharnois 
had  determined  on  making  war  on  the  Foxes/  His  Majesty 
is  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  destroying  that  Xation,  as  it 
cannot  keep  quiet,  and  as  it  will  cause,  so  long  as  it  exists,  both 
trouble  and  disorder  in  the  Upper  country ;  but  he  should  have 
wished  that  such  a  step,  the  success  whereof  is  problematical, 
had  been  postponed  until  his  orders  had  been  received.  It  is 
even  to  be  feared  that  the  project  may  not  have  been  so  secret 
as  that  the  Indians  have  not  been  informed  of  it^  In  this  case, 
if  they  foresee  their  inability  to  resist,  they  will  have  adopted 
the  policy  of  retreating  to  the  Scioux  of  the  Prairies,  from 
which  point  they  will  cause  more  disorder  in  the  Colony  than 
if  they  had  been  allowed  to  remain  quiet  in  their  village. 

^For  Beauhamois's  change  of  plan,  see  Wis.  Ui8t.  Colls.^  ill,  pp.  161- 
165. — Ed. 
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Possibly,  even  the  other  Nations,  who  have  been  apparently 
animated  against  the  Foxes,  will  be  touched  at  their  destruction, 
and  become  more  insolent  should  we  not  succeed.  As  the  expe- 
dition is  apparently  organized  at  present,  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  allow  the  60  m."  demanded  by  Sieurs  de 
Beauhamois  and  Dupuy,^  for  the  expenses  of  that  war,  news 
of  the  success  of  which  will  be  expecting  [expected]  with  im- 
patience. 


1728:     THE  EXPEDITION  ARRIVES  AMONG  THE  SIOUX;    PORT 

BEAUHARNOIS  BUILT 

[Relation  of  the  voyage  by  Father  Guignas,  in  a  letter  to  Beauhar* 
nois,  dated  at  the  mission  of  the  Archangel  St.  Michael,  Fort  Beauhar- 
nois,  in  the  Sioux  Country,  May  29,  1728.  Translated  from  a  traa- 
script  made  in  Paris  for  St  Mary*s  Ck>llege,  Montreal.  Also  given  in 
Margry,  D^couv,  et  dtal),,  vi,  pp.  552-558.] 

The  convoy  for  the  Sioux  departed  from  the  end  of  Montreal 
Island,  last  jear,  on  the  16th  of  the  month  of  June,  toward 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  reached  Michilimakinac  on 
the  22nd  of  the  month  of  July.  This  post  is  251  leagues  from 
Montreal,  almost  directly  west,  in  45°  46'  North  latitude.  We 
spent  the  rest  of  the  month  at  this  post,  hoping  from  day  to  day 
to  receive  some  news  from  Montreal,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  ourselves  against  the  pretended  extreme  diffi- 
culties of  securing  free  passage  through  the  country  of  the 
Kenards.  Finally,  as  nothing  was  seen,  our  journey  was  re- 
sumed on  the  first  of  the  month  of  August ;  and,  after  73  leagues 
of  prosperous  navigation  along  the  Northern  shore  of  lake 
Michigan,  running  towards  the  Southwest,  we  reached  la  Baye 
on  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  at  half  past  5  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

That  post  is  in  44°  41'  north  latitude;  a  halt  of  two  days 
was  made  there,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  lltli  we  embarked, 
as  we  were  very  impatient  to  arrive  among  the  Renards. 

iSee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  476,  477.— Ed. 
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On  the  third  day  after  the  departure  from  la  Baye,  very  late 
in  the  evening,  even  somewhat  far  into  the  night,  the  chiefs  of 
the  Puants^  came  out  three  leagues  from  their  village  to  meet 
the  French,  with  their  peace  calumets  and  with  refreshments  of 
bear's  meat.  On  the  next  day,  the  French  were  received  by 
this  nation,  now  very  small  in  numbers,  to  the  sound  of  several 
discharges  of  musketry,  and  amid  great  demonstrations  of  joy. 
They  asked  us  with  so  good  grace  to  do  them  the  honor  of 
spending  some  time  among  them,  that  the  rest  of  the  day  was 
granted  them,  from  noon  until  the  following  night  There  may 
be  in  this  village  60  or  80  men  in  all ;  but  all,  both  men  and 
women,  are  very  tall  and  well-built.  They  are  upon  the  borders 
of  a  very  pretty  little  lake,  in  quite  an  agreeable  place,  both 
for  situation  and  for  the  good  quality  of  the  soil,  at  14  leagues 
from  la  Bavo  and  8  leagues  from  the  Eenards. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  15th  of  the  month  of  August, 
the  convoy  set  out  in  fairly  good  weather  to  continue  on  its  way, 
but  a  storm  having  arisen  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  quite  wet 
and  while  the  rain  was  still  falling,  at  the  cabins  of  the  Renards, 
a  nation  so  dreaded  and  really  very  little  to  be  dreaded,  to  judge 
from  all  appearances.  It  is  composed  of  200  men  at  the  most; 
but  there  is  a  nursery-garden  of  children,  especially  of  boys 
between  ten  and  fourteen  years  old,  well  made  and  sturdy. 

Their  cabins^  are  U|X)n  a  lit'tle  eminence  on  the  banks  of  a 
small  river  which  bears  their  name,  very  winding  or  sinuous, 
60  much  so  that  one  is  continually  making  the  entire  turn  of 
the  wheel  of  the  compass  there.  It  is,  however,  quite  broad  in 
appearance,  lying  between  a  chain  of  hills  upon  each  side;  but 
there  is  only  one  miserable  little  channel  amid  this  apparent 
extent  of  bed,  which  is  a  kind  of  swamp  filled  with  rushes  and 
wild  rice  of  an  almost  impenetrable  density.  They  have  only 
simple  cabins  of  bark  without  any  sort  of  palisade  or  other 
fortification.     When  the  French  canoes  touched  their  shores, 

1  French  name  for  the  Winnebago  Indians.  See  Wis,  Hist.  Cotts,,  xvl, 
index. — Kd, 

«For  the  location  of  the  Fox  viHage,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p. 
89,  note. — ^Bd. 
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tliey  ran  down  with  their  peace  cahimets  lighted  in  spite  of  the 
rain,  and  everybody  smoked. 

We  sojourned  among  them  the  rest  of  this  day  and  all  the 
next,  to  learn  their  intentions  and  sentiments  regarding  the 
French  establishing  themselves  among  the  Sioux.  Sieur 
Eeaume/  interpreter  of  the  languages  of  the  Indians  at  la  Baye, 
acted  with  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  King's  service.  Even  if  my 
testimony,  Monsieur,  should  not  be  deemed  impartial,  I  must 
have  the  honor  of  telling  you  that  the  Tfeverend  Father  CJhardon, 
an  old  missionary,  was  of  very  great  service  there ;  and  the  pres- 
ence of  the  three  missionaries,  who  were  there,  reassured  these 
cut-throats  and  assassins  of  the  French  more  than  all  the  dis- 
courses of  the  best  oratr,rs  would  have  done.  A  general  council 
was  called  together  in  one  of  their  cabins ;  we  spoke  to  them  civ- 
illy and  amicably.  On  their  part  they  gave  us  some  rather  fine 
sides  of  dried  meat. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  following  Sunday,  the  17th  of 
the  month  of  August,  Father  Ohardon  departed  with  Sieur 
Eeaume  to  return  to  la  Baye,  and  the  company  of  the  Sioux, 
greatly  rejoicing  at  having  passed  with  so  much  ease  over  this 
obstacle  that  had  been  everywhere  represented  as  so  formidable, 
got  under  w^ay  to  try  and  reach  their  destination. 

Never  was  there  a  more  tiresome  voyage  made  than  this  that 
followed  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  regarding  the  route. 
No  one  knew  it,  and  we  Avere  continually  going  astray  both  by 
water  and  by  land  for  lack  of  guides  and  pilots.  We  continued 
to  grope  our  way,  as  it  were,  for  a  week ;  for  we  did  not  arrive 
until  the  ninth,  towards  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  pure 
chance  (believing  ourselves  still  far  away)  at  the  portage  of  the 
Ouisconsin,  which  is  forty-five  leagues  from  the  Renards,  count- 
ing the  length  of  the  turnings  and  windings  of  this  wretched 
river.  This  portage  is  half  a  league  long,  the  half  of  it  being 
only  a  sort  of  swamp  full  of  mud.  The  Ouisconsin  is  quite  a 
pretty  river,  but  far  inferior  to  what  has  been  said  of  it ;  prol>- 
ably  those  who  gave  a  description  of  it  in  Canada  had  only  seen 


1  Pierre  Reaume  was  Fox  interpreter  In  1718.    Ibid,  p.  377. — Ed. 
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it  at  high  water  in  spring.  It  is  a  shallow  river  upon  a  bed  of 
shifting  sand  which  forms  banks  almost  everywhere,  which 
often  change  place.  The  shores  are  either  bare  and  nigged 
mountains  or  low  points  with  a  foundation  of  sand.  Its  course 
from  the  portage  is  from  North  East  to  South  West.  To  its 
dischar^  into  the  Mississipi  I  have  estimated  the  distance  at 
thirty-eight  leagues.  The  portage  is  in  43°  24'  North  latitude. 
The  Mississipi  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oiiisconsin  upwards 
flows  from  the  North  West.  Thid  beautiful  river  is  spread  out 
between  two  chains  of  high  mountains,  barren  and  very  sterile, 
regularly  distant  from  each  other  one  league,  three  quarters  of 
a  league,  or  half  a  leasnic  where  it  is  the  narrowest.  Its  centre 
is  occupied  by  a  chain  of  islands  well  wooded,  so  that  in  looking 
at  it  from  the  top  of  the  heights,  one  would  imagine  that  one 
was  looking  at  an  endless  valley  watered  on  right  and  left  by 
two  immense  rivers.  Sometimes  also  one  does  not  see  any 
river,  for  these  islands  are  overflowed  everv  year  and  are  suit- 
able  for  raising  rice.  At  68  leagues  according  to  my  estimate, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Oiiisconsin,  in  going  up  the  Mississipi, 
is  lake  Pepin,  which  is  nothing  else  than  this  river  itself  stripped 
of  islands  in  this  place,  where  it  may  he  half  a  league  wide. 
The  part  of  this  river  that  I  have  traveled  over  is  not  very  deep, 
and  has  shallow  water  in  several  places,  because  its  bed  is  of 
shifting  sand  like  that  of  the  Oiiisconsin. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1727,  at  noon,  we  reached  this 
lake,  which  had  been  chosen  as  the  end  of  our  voyage.  We 
established  ourselves  towards  evening  about  the  middle  of  the 
Northern  shore  upon  a  low  point  whose  soil  is  excellent.  The 
woods  were  very  dense  there,  but  they  are  already  thinned  on 
account  of  the  rigor  and  length  of  the  winter,  which  has  been 
severe  for  the  climate,  for  we  are  here  in  latitude  43^  51'.^  It 
is  true  that  the  diflference  in  the  winter  is  great  compared  with 
that  of  Quebec  and  Montreal,  whatever  certain  poor  judges  may 


iShea,  Early  Toyagea  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  (Albany,  N.  Y., 
1861),  has  43"*  4V,  but  all  other  authorities  give  51'.  The  true  latitude 
is  about  44*  31'.— Ed. 
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say  of  it.  The  day  after  landing  axes  were  applied  to  the  trees 
and  four  days  later  the  fort  was  entirely  finished/  It  is  a  plat  of 
ground  a  hundred  feet  square  surrounded  by  stakes  twelve  feet 
high  with  two  good  bastions.  For  such  a  small  space  there  are 
large  buildings,  detached  and  not  crowded,  each  30,  38  and  25 
feet  long  by  16  feet  wide.  All  would  go  well  there  if  the  place 
was  not  subject  to  inundations;  but  this  year,  on  the  15th  of  the 
month  of  April,  we  were  obliged  to  go  and  camp  outside  and  the 
water  rose  iu  the  houses  to  the  height  of  two  feet  eight  inches ; 
and  it  is  useless  to  say  that  it  was  the  quantity  of  snow  that  fell 
this  year.  The  snow  about  the  fort  was  melted  a  long  time  be- 
fore ;  and  there  was  certainly  not  more  than  a  foot  and  a  half 
from  the  8th  of  February  until  the  15th  of  March ;  all  the  rest  of 
the  winter  one  could  not'  have  used  snowshoes.  I  have  good  rea- 
son for  believing  that  this  place  is  inundated  every  year.  I  al- 
ways had  the  same  opinion  of  it ;  but  they  wiere  mot  obliged  to 
believe  me,  because  old  people  who  said  they  had  lived  here  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years  asserted  that  it  was  never  inundated.  We 
could  not  re-enter  the  rather  dilapidated  houses  until  the  30th  of 
the  same  month  of  April,  and  even  today  the  damages  are  hardly 
repaired. 

Before  the  end  of  October  all  the  houses  were  finished,  and 
furnished;  and  everyone  found  himself  lodged  peacefully  in 
his  own  home.  Nothing  was  thought  of  then  but  to  go  and 
reconnoitre  the  neighboring  districts  and  rivers,  to  see  those 
herds  of  fallow-deer  of  all  species  of  which  they  tell  such  tales 
in  Canada.  They  must  have  disappeared  or  have  greatly 
diminished  since  the  time  these  former  travelers  left  the  coun- 
try. They  are  no  longer  in  such  great  numbers,  and  it  is  hard 
to  kill  any. 

After  having  wandered  about  the  country  for  some  time 
everybody  returned  to  the  fort,  and  only  thought  of  enjoying 
for  a  little  the  fruits  of  their  labors.  On  the  4th  of  the  month 
of  November  it  was  not  forgotten  that  this  was  the  fete  day  of 


I  For  the  location  of  Port  Beauharnois,  see  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  x,  pp. 
fi02.   371. —El). 
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MonsienV  the  General.  Holy  Mass  ^vas  said  for  him  in  the 
mornings  and  we  were  much  inclined  to  celebrate  the  holiday  in 
the  evening;  but  the  slowness  of  the  Pyrotechnist,  and  the 
changeableness  of  the  weather  caused  the  celebration  to  be  post" 
poned  until  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  when  some  very  fine 
it)cketB  were  fired  off  and  the  air  was  made  to  resound  with  a 
hundred  shouts  of  '*Long  live  the  King,"  and  "Long  live  Charles 
de  Beauhamois."  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  wine  of  the 
Sioux  was  made  to  flow,  and  it  was  most  excellent,  although  there 
are  no  finer  vines  here  than  in  Canada.  What  contributed 
much  to  the  amusement  was  the  terror  of  some  cabins  of  Indiana 
who  were  then  around  the  fort.  When  these  poor  people  saw 
the  fireworks  in  the  air  and  the  stars  falling  from  heaven, 
women  and  children  took  to  flight,  and  the  most  courageous  of 
the  men  cried  for  mercy,  and  urgently  asked  that  the  astonishin*r 
play  of  this  terrible  medicine  should  be  made  to  cease. 

As  soon  as  we  had  arrived  among  them  they  assembled  in  a 
very  few  days  around  the  French  fort  to  the  number  of  95 
cabins,  which  would  amount  in  all  to  150  men,  for  there  are 
at  the  most  two  men  each  in  their  portable  cabins  of  dressed 
skins,  and  in  many  there  is  only  one.  Tliese  were  all  that  we 
have  seen,  except  a  band  of  about  60  men  who  came  on  the  20th 
of  the  month  of  Februarv  and  wore  of  those  Xations  tliat  are 
called  the  Sioux  of  the  Prairies.  At  the  end  of  Xoveinl>er  the 
savages  departed  for  their  winter  quarters.  It  is  true  that  tlioy 
did  not  go  far  away  and  that  there  were  always  sotiio  to  l)o 
seen  during  the  winter.  But  since  the  2nd  of  last  April,  when 
several  cabins  of  them  repassed  here  to  go  to  their  spring  hunt- 
ing, none  of  them  have  been  seen.  One  canoe  of  ten  men, 
detailed  to  go  and  find  them,  looked  for  them  in  vain  for  a  week 
even  for  more  than  sixty  leagues  up  the  Mississipi ;  it  arrived 
yesterday  without  hearing  any  tidings  of  them. 

Although  I  have  said  that  the  Sioux  wore  alanno<l  at  the 
rockets,  which  they  took  for  new  phenomena,  it  must  not  be 
supposed  from  that  [that]  they  are  loss  intelligent  than  other 
Indians  we  know. 

They  seem  to  me  more  so,  at  least  they  are  apparently  much 
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gayer  and  more  open  and  far  more  dexterous  thieves,  great 
dancers  and  great  medicine  men.  The  men  are  almost  all  large* 
and  well  made;  hut  the  women  are  very  ugly  and  disgusting, 
which  does  not  however  check  debauchery  among  them,  and  is^ 
perhaps  an  effect  of  it^ 


1728:     NEWS    PROM   THE   WEST;    EXPEDITION   AGAINST   THBT 

FOXES  2 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Aug.  4,  1728.  MS.  in  archives  of  ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  132."] 

MoNSEiONEUK — ^I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  Extracts  from 
several  Letters  written  from  the  upper  country  (respecting  the- 
Henards),  which  I  have  received  since  my  return  to  quehea 
They  will  Show  you,  Monseigneur,  the  dispositions  of  those  sav- 
ages toward  the  French  and  that  the  News  they  have  Had  of  the 
war  that  is  to  be  waged  against  them  has  not  made  Them  abandon- 
their  village  as  was  At  first  stated.  I  augur  very  favorably,  Mon- 
seigneur, for  that  Undertaking,  having  received  Xews  that  they 
were  divided  into  Two  parties  one  of  Which  claims  never  to 
have  killed  any  French  and  those  of  the  other,  according  to^ 
appearances,  have  Convicted  themselves.  Their  forts  are  said 
to  be  at  a  distance  of  a  League  from  one  another. 


iThe  last  two  paragraphs  are  wanting  in  the  Montreal  MS.  and 
the  one  in  Margry,  vi,  pp.  552-558,  which  were  both  transcribed  trorxt 
the  Colonial  archives  in  Paris.  They  are  supplied  from  Shea's  trans- 
lation (op.  cit.),  who  says  that  this  letter  was  preserved  "amonsr. 
the  papers  of  the  Geographer  Buache,  and  now  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Brevoort"  The  preceding  paragraph  in  Shea,  is  mutilated  and 
impeffect;  either  he  translated  incorrectly,  or  the  MS.  he  used  was- 
an  imperfect  transcription. — ^Ed. 

2 This  expedition,  determined  on  by  Beauharnois,  left  Montreal  June- 
5,  1728.  The  standard  account  is  that  of  Crespel,  the  French  chaplain 
of  the  expedition.  See  Wis,  Hist,  Colls.,  v,  pp.  86-91;  x,  pp.  49-53. 
For  the  result  of  the  expedition,  see  letters  of  Lignery  and  Beau- 
harnois, Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  V,  pp.  92-95.— Ed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 

neur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhabnois. 
Quebec,  August  4th,  1728. 

The  fact  of  the  Scioux  having  been  killed  is  an  important 
item  in  this  matter.  This  news  is  all  the  more  welcome  since 
tunong  them  was  the  asylum  whither  it  was  thought  they  would 
withdraw. 

Monsieur  Itesliettes^  had  not  Yet,  on  April  12,  received 
Xews  Of  the  co-operation  [desired  of  him]  but  As  The  delay 
in  sending  my  Letter  was  due  solely  to  the  Illness  of  Monsieur 
de  Vincennes  ^v\\o  was  not  among  the  Oiiyatanons,^  There  is 
some  appearance  of  his  having  been  notified  of  it  before  the 
'Ond  Of  the  same  Month ;  They  will  in  any  case  have  plenty  of 
time  to  effect  the  Junction. 


1728:     FURTHER  NEWS  FROM  THE  WEST 

[Letter  from  the  governor  to  the  French  Minister.     Source,  same 
as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  135.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  You  an  Extract 
from  the  News  received  from  the  upper  countries.     Monsieur 


iFor  the  letter  of  Beauhamois  requesting  the  co-operation  of  Des- 
liettes,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  lii,  p.  163.— Ed. 

2 Francois  Margaue  de  la  Valtrles.  Sieur  de  Vincennes,  was  born  in 
1672,  and  in  1719  succeeded  his  uncle,  Jean  Baptiste  Bissot  as  the 
-seigneur  of  Vincennes,  also  in  his  position  among  the  Miami  Indians. 
For  this  reason  the  ideutity  of  the  two  men  is  often  confused.  The 
junior  Vincennes  founded  the  post  on  the  Wabash,  called  by  his  name, 
probably  about  1727,  at  the  instigation  of  P6rier,  governor  of  Louisiana, 
in  order  to  counteract  English  influence  among  the  Miamis.  Vincennes 
led  the  Miami  contingent  in  the  unfortunate  Chickasaw  expedition 
in  17S6,  being  captured  and  burned  to  death  at  the  stake.  The 
Ouiatanon  (Wea)  Indians  were  an  important  tribe  of  the  Miamis.  For 
a  description  of  their  villages  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvi,  p.  376.  A 
French  commandant  was  sent  among  them  between  1715  and  1718. — Ed. 
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De  La  perriere  and  Eeverend  Father  de  Qonnor  have  arrived 
at  Montreal  from  the  Scioux.  They  passed  through  the  coun- 
try of  the  Benards  whom  they  found  very  quiet  In  Their  vil- 
lage. 

Ihere  is  Reason  To  hope,  Monseigneur,  that  The  affair  'will 
be  concluded  to  The  advantage  Of  the  King^s  army,  which  is 
a  CJonsiderable  one  and  which  started  With  the  Intention  of 
absolutely  Eating  up  the  three  Villages  of  the  Eenards  who  had 
sowed  a  great  extent  of  land  This  year.  I  expect  Reverend 
Father  de  Gonnor  at  any  moment  to  obtain  all  the  particulars 
of  his  Journey.  Monsieur  De  La  perriere  who  has  been  very 
HI  and  who  has  not  Yet  recovered  his  health,  is  at  present  unable 
to  Come  down  to  Quebec. 

Our  Settled  Iroquois,  Monseigneur,  to  whom  I  had  Said  (In 
a  Council  that  I  held  with  Them)  that  they  must  speak  proudly 
to  the  Outawais  of  Missilimakina,  have  done  so  for  a  Wonder. 
They  reproached  them  in  the  presence  of  The  hurons  with  all 
the  Evil  things  that  they  knew  about  them  and  they  warned 
them  to  open  their  eyes  on  their  Conduct  And  that  if  they  did 
not  They,  the  Iroquois,  would  Go  to  Their  country  to  Avenge 
the  French  without  calling  the  latter  there. 

I  have  the  honor  To  Be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur, Your  very  humble  And  very  obedient  servant, 

Beaxthabnois. 
Quebec,  August  IStli,  1728. 


1728:     THE  FOXES  AT  HOME 

[Extracts  from  letters  of  La  Penidre  and  La  Fresnidre,  dated 
respectively.  Sept.  10,  and  Sept.  13,  1728.  being  those  referred  to  by 
Beaubamols  In  the  preceding  document  Macalester  College  Oontrilnir 
iions  (St.  Paul,  1890),  1st  series.  No.  7,  p.  188.  Cited  in  Canadian 
Archives  1886  (Ottawa,  1887),  p.  Ixxlx.] 

La  Perriere  wrote  from  Montreal,  There  is  every  reason  to 
think  that  Monsieur  de  Lignery  will  find  the  Foxes  at  home. 
On  my  return  I  called  at  their  village,  which  seemed  to  be  very 
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qniet     They  invited  me  to  stop,  but  I  told  them  never  could  I 
stay  in  a  place  stained  with  French  blood. 

Monsieur  de  La  Fresniere  wrote:  Nothing  had  been  done 
to  the  Sioux,  The  French  there  having  been  well  enough  treated. 
Monsieur  de  La  Perriere  called  on  the  Foxes,  who  wished  him 
to  stop  and  camp  with  them,  but  he  said  that  he  could  never 
sleep  on  a  mat  dyed  with  French  blood.  The  chief  replied: 
'^e  are  dead  men  since  our  Father  will  not  stop  one  night 
with  us.  Come  1  if  you  will  take  me  in  your  canoe,  I  will  carry 
my  body  to  Montreal."  Monsieur  de  La  Perriere  said  that  he 
would  willingly  take  him. 


1728:     LIGNERY'S  REPORT  OP  THE  EXPEDITION 

[Copy  of  a  letter,  dated  la  Baye,  Aug.  80,  1728,  from  Lignery  to  Beau- 
liamois,  being  the  official  report  of  his  expedition.  MS.i  in  archives 
of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  Moreau-St. 
M6ry,  vol.  9,  f.  11,  1727-31,  fol.  152."] 

MoKsiETTB — I  Avail  myself  of  The  opportunity  presented  by 
Monsieur  de  CavagniaFs^  departure  to  assure  you  of  my  Re- 
spect and  to  tell  you  in  a  few  words  what  occurred  on  our  jour- 
ney. I  reached  Michilimakinac  on  the  4th  of  August  and 
found  the  nation  of  the  Detroit ;  the  folles  avoines  to  whom  I 
spoke  in  passing  and  who  followed  me  to  the  number  of  a  hun- 

1  This  is  the  letter  referred  to  in  Wis.  Hist,  Colls,,  v,  p.  92;  but  appar- 
ently ^he  original  has  never  before  been  published  in  full. — Bd. 

3  This  was  Pierre  Francois  Rigault,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  later  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  and  of  New  France.  He  was  bom  in  Canada  in 
1698,  son  of  the  former  governor  of  the  same  name.  On  entering  the 
military  service  he  soon  attained  the  rank  'of  major,  and  was  known 
as  the  Chevalier  de  Cavagnal.  In  1733,  he  was  governor  of  Three  Riv- 
ers; 1743-53  of  Louisiana;  when  he  was  appointed  governor  of  New 
France,  which  office  he  held  until  the  conquest  by  the  English.  He 
died  at  Quebec  in  1793.  He  appears  to  have  accompanied  Lignery*8 
expedition  as  commissary. — Ed. 
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dred  men;  the  outaoiias  of  Miehilimakinac;  the  saulteurs  and 
other  Savages  of  Lake  huron,  making  nearly  three  hundred 
men.  Tn  a  word,  Monsieur,  our  army  was  composed  of  nearly 
twelve  hundred  savages  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  French, 
including  those  whom  I  enlisted  at  Miehilimakinac.  I  pro- 
ect^led  to  la  Bayo  where  we  arrived  about  midnight.  I  posted 
a  Detachment  of  Savages  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  one  of 
French  on  the  other.  With  the  help  of  some  sakis  whom  I  had 
with  me,  our  French  captured,  three  Puants  and  a  Renard, 
whom  I  gave  to  the  tril^es  that  they  might  drink  of  their  Broth. 
They  put  them  to  death  on  the  following  Day.  On  The  sec- 
ond day  of  our  march,  a  poulx  Settled  among  the  Puants  came 
to  moot  us  with  a  flag  followed  by  four  men  of  the  village  in 
order  to  ask  if  their  lives  might  be  spared,  the  latter  did  not 
appear  for  I  would  have  stopped  them.  I  sent  back  the  poulx 
to  tell  them  that  I  had  come  to  Listen  to  all  the  Nations,  even 
the  Renard  in  order  to  keep  them  there ;  but  the  poulx  did  not 
return.  We  continued  our  march  towards  the  village  of  the 
puants,  but  they  had  left  two  or  three  days  in  advance  of  us 
owing  to  our  having  been  delayed  by  the  rapids  of  the  river  in 
which  most  of  our  canoes  were  broken.  We  left  shortly  after- 
wards and  camped  between  two  villages  of  the  Renards.  It 
was  too  late  to  go  there.  I  sent  out  Scouts  and  on  the  Follow- 
ing morning  we  reached  the  first  village,  where  we  captured  an 
old  woman  and  a  young  girl  whom  we  questioned;  They  told 
us  that  their  people  had  left  in  great  haste  three  days  before. 
From  there  we  went  to  the  second  village  where  we  captured 
an  old  Renard  who  told  us  the  same  thing.  We  continued  on 
our  way  and  slept  at  a  third  village,  where  we  found  no  one. 
I  summoned  all  our  savages  to  a  Council.  Having  learned 
from  some  scouts  that  thev  had  found  a  wide  trail,  I  told  them 

t.'  7 

that  the  nations  must  make  up  a  large  party  to  follow  it  for  at 
least  two  days  to  See  whether  they  could  not  discover  something ; 
but  two  things  prevented  this.  Five  or  six  hundred  Savages 
had  remained  behind  at  the  second  village  of  the  Renards, 
which  delayed  The  matter,  moreover  the  savages  asked  me  for 
at  least  two  hundred  Frenchmen.     These  were  found  imfit  to 
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Btart  by  the  inspection  I  had  had  made  by  Monsieur  tha 
Major  and  his  assistants;  as  the  men  had  no  Shoes  and  no 
other  food  than  Com.  Matters  remained  in  that  position. 
Moreover,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  Continue  the  expedition 
in  the  Condition  in  which  we  found  ourselves,  whereof  Mon- 
sieur  the  Major  will  inform  you.  Monsieur,  and  I  also  when  I 
ehall  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  unless  we  wished  to  Expose 
all  the  French  of  our  party  to  perish.  I  returned  to  the  middle 
village  where  I  found  an  old  Slave  woman  whom  the  Outaouas 
had  captured.  I  had  her  questioned  by  Ouilamek  and  she 
stated  that  the  Eenards  had  departed  four  nights  before  and 
that  they  had  more  than  a  hundred  canoes  in  which  they  put 
the  old  men,  the  women  and  children  while  all  the  warriors  fol- 
lowed on  foot  on  the  banks  to  protect  them.  Consequently, 
Monsieur,  the  nations  no  longer  spoke  of  going  after  them  and 
some  even  told  me  that  it  would  be  useless.  At  the  time  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  bringing  back  the  army  which — the 
savage  portion  at  least — had  obtained  ample  supplies  of  Indian 
Com.  I  caused  fire  to  be  set  to  the  four  villages,  and  all  the 
scattered  Cabins  to  be  Burned,  also  all  the  Com  to  be  cut  of 
which  there  was  so  great  a  quantity  that  one  could  not  believe 
it  without  seeing.  I  also  had  the  village  of  the  Puants  burned. 
Thus,  Monsieur,  terminated  our  Expedition  which  will  be  no 
less  advantageous  to  the  glory  of  the  King  and  the  welfare  of 
both  Colonies,  inasmuch  as  one-half  those  people  will  die  of 
hunger.  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  Monsieur,  that 
before  leaving  the  Renards'  country,  I  sent  five  Frenchmen 
through  the  Woods  to  the  scioux.  I  gave  them  as  guides  two 
foUes  avoines  who  had  come  from  there  this  year.  They  have 
been  well  paid,  and  I  trust  they  will  take  our  Frenchmen  to 
their  destination  in  safety,  I  informed  Monsieur  de  Boucher- 
ville  and  Reverend  Father  Quignas  of  all  that  we  had  done, 
and  I  told  them  to  strive  to  win  the  scioux  to  their  interests 
by  assuring  them  that  if  they  gave  the  Renards  refuge  amongst 
Them,  they  would  bring  upon  themselves  a  War  with  all  the 
nations;  also  to  consider  what  was  the  best  thing  they  could 
do,  to  remain  or  to  return  by  la  pointe;  that  they  were  to  be 
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guided  by  the  interest  the  scioux  might  take  in  them,  and  that 
next  spring  we  might  go  and  join  them  by  la  pointe;  that  they 
were  to  try  to  send  news  concerning  themselves  during  the 
winter  to  the  French  in  this  post,  that  I  would  tell  Monsieur  de 
Clignanoourt/  who  is  to  winter  here,  to  give  them  news  about 
himself  in  exchange  and  finally  not  to  Expose  themselves  un- 
necessarily.  Such,  Monsieur,  is  The  mission  I  have  sent  to  the 
scioux.  The  two  folles  avoines  are  to  return  to  their  village  in 
thirty-five  days  at  the  latest  I  told  Monsieur  de  la  Noiie  to 
send  news  about  himself  early  in  the  spring  to  Michilimakinac, 
and  I  ordered  my  son  to  Forward  the  same  to  Montreal  at  once, 
in  order  that  stepe  may  be  taken  to  send  off  the  convoy  tliat  is 
to  go  to  the  scioux ;  I  Send  herewith.  Monsieur,  a  letter  from 
Monsieur  Deliette  which  informs  vou  of  what  he  has  done. 
Had  he  marched  toward  the  Oiiisconscink  with  the  southern 
people,  the  Renards  woidd  have  been  surrounded,  but  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  telling  you  that  those  people  could  not  be  relied 
on,  after  what  had  already  happened.  Monsieur  the  Majdr 
will  inform  you.  Monsieur,  of  many  other  slight  details.  We 
have  incurred  Expenses  at  Michilimakinac  for  canoee,  Indian 
com,  and  beads  and  for  repairing  arms,  and  other  things.  He 
will  also  tell  you  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Canadians.  I 
have  never  been  more  alive  to  the  necessity  of  having  troope  in 
this  country.  I  beg  you.  Monsieur,  to  honor  me  with  your 
protection  with  the  minister.  I  may  perhaps  come  down  late. 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  Write  him  in 
my  favor.  I  have  never  had  so  much  trouble  in  my  life  an. 
during  the  past  four  months,  and  I  foresee  that  I  shall  have  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  at  Michilimakinac  in  getting  all  our 
French  sent  down  owing  to  the  mutinous  spirit  and  the  un- 
willingness of  the  voyageurs,  together  with  the  fact  that  most 
of  our  canoes  are  worthless  and  there  are  no  provisions.  I  will 
do  everything  for  the  best 

iThis  was  probably  Louis  Matthieu  Damours,  Sleur  de  Clignancourt, 
bom  in  1699,  married  1730,  and  dying  in  1753.  He  was  present  at  a 
council  held  at  Green  Bay  in  1726.    See  Wi«.  HM.  OolU.t  iii,  p.  150.- 
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I  have  ibe  honor  to  remain  with  very  deep  respect)  Monsiear, 

Yoor  most  hnmble  and  obedient  servant 

DsuomsBT 


1728:     CONDITIONS  AT  DBTROIT 

[Letter  from  Beanhamols  to  the  French  Minister.  IAS.  In  ardilvM 
of  Mlnistdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g€iL, 
vol.  60,  c  11,  fol.  206."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — The  Sieur  Desdiaillons,*  captain  of  a  Comr 
pany,  whom  I  'sent  to  Df-troit  as  commandant  there,  has  begged 
me  to  have  the  honor  to  inform  ^u  that  he  would  ^ot  go  to  That 
post  to  serve  in  lieu  of  his  promotion,  as  he  prefers  the  honours 
of  the  Corps  to  everything.  Yon  are  Aware,  IConseigneur,  that 
he  is  an  ESzoellent  officer  and  enjoys  a  great  reputation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Be  with  very  profound  respect,  Itfon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant^ 

Beauhabnois. 

P.  S.  I  was  Astonished,  Monseigneur,  that  Monsietir  Dupuy 
should  have  ventured  to  Write  you  that  he  had  decided  not  to 
have  Delivered  to  Monsieur  Deschaillons  the  2000  sacks  of 
powder  that  were  given  to  Monseiur  Tonty,  knowing  that  that 
officer  had  not  asked  it  from  him,  But  from  Me,  who  had  prom- 
ised  it  to  him  subject  to  your  good  pleasure ;  and  that  he  should 
also  have  stated  tibat  the  Other  Commandants  are  charged  With 
the  expense  of  Their  Poets,  as  there  is  no  other  post  In  the  wholo 


iJean  Baptlste  Saint  Ours  Deschaillons  was  bom  In  Canada  In  1669; 
married  one  of  the  La  Gardeur  family;  commanded  a  detachment  for 
the  upper  country  In  1715;  later  held  command  at  Fort  St  Joseph; 
and  In  1727  at  Kamlnlstogoya,  whither  he  was  removed  to  Detroit  In 
1728.  In  1736,  he  was  in  command  of  Crown  Point,  and  Is  thns  char- 
acterized (Can.  Archives,  1899,  p.  26):  ''Age  60.  Bright  wltted,  loved 
by  the  troops.  Has  given  grounds  for  talk  as  to  his  morals.  In  con»* 
mand  at  Polnte  &  la  Chevelure.  Ens.,  1692;  Lieut,  1710;  Cap.,  1718.** 
DeschaiUons  died  In  1747. — Ed. 
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Colony  but  that  of  Detroit  where  matters  are  on  That  footing, 
in  consequence  of  the  contract  that  Monsieur  de  Tonty  had  en- 
tered into  for  the  Exclusive  Trade  of  Detroit 

It  is  to  be  Feared,  Monseigneur,  that  Monsieur  Deschaillons 
who  has  made  himself  liked  by  all  the  Nations  wherever  he  has 
been  and  who  had  undertaken  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  That 
post  on  the  Same  Conditions  as  Monsieur  de  Tonty,  will  Ask 
to  return  to  his  garrison  as  soon  as  he  Learns  that  he  is  not  given 
the  two  Thousand  sacks  of  powder  his  predecessor  had. 

Beaijhabnois 


1728-29:     NARRATIVE     OF     DE     BOUCHERVILLE;      CAPTIVITY 
AMONG  THE  KICKAPOO;  HOSTILITY  TO  THE  POXES 

[This  relation  of  the  adventures  of  Monsieur  de  Boucherville,!^  of 
his  return  from  the  country  of  the  Sioux  In  1728  and  1729,  followed 
by  "Observations  on  the  manners,  customs,  etc.,  of  those  Savages"  wa« 
published  in  La  Biblioth^que  Canadienne,  Michel  Bibaud,  editor  and 
proprietor  (Montreal,  1826),  ill,  pp.  11,  ff.  The  manuscript  was  evi- 
dently in  his  hands.  The  following  translation  Is  from  the  printed 
transcript.] 

After  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  the  Rcnards,  Mon- 
sieur De  Ligneris  sent  seven  Frenchmen  and  two  Folles-avoines^ 
to  inform  me  of  all  that  had  happened  in  order  that  I  might  take 
proper  measures  for  our  safety,  and  that  I  might  induce  the 
Scioux  to  refuse  their  protection  to  the  Eenards. 

On  September  9,  1728,  two  days  after  the  arriavl  of  the 
seven  Frenchmen,  I  sent  six  of  our  people  to  conduct  to  the 
Scioux  at  Sciult  St  A7itoine^  two  Folles-avoines  who  had  acted 
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1  Pierre  Boucher,  sieur  de  Boucherville,  third  of  the  name,  was  bom 
1689,  and  died  in  1767  at  Montreal.  He  was  captain  of  infantry,  chev* 
alier  de  St  Louis,  and  commandant  at  Niagara  In  1740.  He  was  ensigrn 
at  this  time,  and  apparently  left  in  command  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
Beauharnois,  when  his  uncle.  La  Perridre,  returned  to  Mlontreal. — ^Eh>. 

2  The  French  appellation  for  the  Menominee  Indians.  See  Wis.  Hiii. 
OolU,,  xvi,  p.  411. — ^Bd. 

s  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  at  the  present  city  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. — ^Bd. 
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BB  guides  to  Monsieur  De  ligneri's  envoys,  and  who  weore  eom^ 
missioned  on  behalf  of  all  the  savages  living  below  to  exhort  the 
Scioux  to  take  sides  against  the  Benards,  or  at  least  to  refuse 
them  an  asylum  in  their  country. 

These  envoys  returned  to  the  Fort  some  days  afterwards, 
rather  dissatisfied  with  the  result  of  their  negotiations.  After 
accepting  their  presents  and  amusing  them  with  fine  promises, 
the  Scioux  soon  let  thera  see  that  they  had  renard  hearts. 
Nevertheless  OuacautapS  accompanied  them  on  their  return,  and 
assured  me  that  the  Renards  would  never  secure  a  refuge 
amongst  the  Scioux. 

But,  seeing  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  confide  in  these  in- 
constant tribes,  I  gathered  all  our  French  together  on  September 
18,  in  order  to  come  to  a  final  decision.  All  were  of  opinion  that 
the  post  was  no  longer  tenable;  that  the  remaining  provisions 
would  not  sufiice  for  our  subsistence  until  the  arrival  of  the  con- 
voys; that  the  fugitive  Renards  would  employ  their  usual 
stratagems  to  seduce  our  allies,  and  that — to  comply  with  the 
order  of  Monsieur  De  Ligneris  who  forbade  us  to  expose  our- 
selves ill-advisedly  by  keeping  so  unsafe  a  post — it  was  better  to 
depart  at  once  and  /to  take  advantage  of  our  enemies'  diCBculties. 
After  coming  to  this  decision,  all  withdrew  and  each  one  made 
his  preparations  for  the  departure. 

On  the  following  day  several  told  me  that  they  had  changed 
their  minds  and  would  be  unable  to  sell  their  goods  elsewhere. 
In  vain  I  represented  to  them'  that  the  king's  service  and  the 
welfare  of  the  colony  should  prevail  over  private  interests ;  their 
minds  were  made  up  and  I  was  comipelled  to  leave  without  them-. 

We  took  three  canoes  and  started  on  October  3,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  amongst  whom  were  the  Reverend  Father  Guignos 
and  the  Messieurs  Monbrun.  Although  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissipi  were  low,  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  attempt  that  route 
in  order  to  reach  the  Illinois  country  and  proceed  thence  to 
Montreal. 

Hardly  had  we  arrived  opposite  the  Ouisconsi/n  than  we  dis- 
covered traces  of  a  party  of  Renards;  and  after  three  days' 
journey,  we  found  their  canoes,  which  they  had  left  at  the  river 
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of  the  Ayous  in  order  to  penetrate  more  easily  into  tlie  deptiia 
of  the  surrounding  country. 

On  October  12,  somewhere  near  the  river  of  the  KikapouSy^  we 
found  other  camping  places,  traces  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren!; and  on  the  fifteenth,  we  saw  a  number  of  animals  running 
along  the  shore  who  seemed  to  be  flying  from  hunters.  Great 
fires  that  were  lifted  and  the  noise  of  some  gun-shots  led  me  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  was  not  far  off.  For  greater  safety  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  travel  at  night;  but,  as  the  waters  were 
rery  low,  our  birch-bark  canoes  were  in  danger  of  being  broken 
at  any  moment 

On  the  16th,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  some  Kika/paua 
discovered  us  and,  leaving  l«heir  pirogues,  they  ran  to  the  village 
situated  on  a  small  river  three  leagues  from  the  Mississipi.  As 
we  approached  the  mouth  of  this  little  river*  we  saw  a  number 
of  savages  coming  by  land  and  in  canoes  with  the  apparent  inten- 
tion, of  barring  our  way.  We  at  once  loaded  our  twenty  five 
guns,  resolved  to  defend  ourselves  stoutly.  They  called  out  to 
us  from  afar :  "What  fear  ye,  my  brothers  ?  The  Benards  axe 
far  from  here.  We  are  Kikapous  and  Mascoutins  and  have  no 
evil  design."  I  sent  two  Frenchmen  and  the  interpreter  to 
whom  they  said  that  their  village  was  only  three  leagues  from 
where  we  were;  that  they  were  in  want  of  everything;  that  they 


iThe  river  of  the  Ayous  (lowas)  and  the  river  of  the  Kikapous, 
simply  mean  the  rivers  on  which  those  tribes  dwelt  The  former  was 
that  now  called  Wapsipinicon  River  in  Iowa.  The  river  of  the  Kick* 
apoos  was  Hock  River,  Illinois,  upon  which  wasf  a  large  permanent 
village  of  that  nation. — ^Bd. 

*  There  seems  to  be  no  basis  for  the  identification  of  this  "little 
river,"  other  than  that  it  was  known  as  "Rividre  aux  B<bu£b"  and 
was  three  days  below  Rock  River.  Possibly  it  was  the  present  Skunk 
River  in  Iowa,  Just  above  the  Des  Moines.  In  the  ol&cial  report  of 
the  expedition  of  1734,  the  Fox  fort  on  the  Wapsipinicon  River  is  said 
to  be  not  far  from  where  De  Boucherville  and  Guignas  were  captured. 
Ferland,  Coura  d'  Hiatoire  du  Canada  (Quebec,  1865),  ii,  p.  141,  iden- 
tifies this  "Riviere  aux  Bceufs"  with  Buffalo  Creek,  Jones  County,  Iowa. 
This  could  not  have  been  the  spot  where  the  French  were  arrested, 
since  Buffalo  Creek  does  not  reach  the  Msslssippi  River.— Bo. 

[38] 


1728-29]     French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 

would  be  glad  to  have  us  stay  a  day  or  two  with  them  and  to 
trade  with  us.  But  seeing  that  in  spite  of  their  fine  promises 
we  were  making  ready  to  proceed  on  our  way,  they  surrounded 
us  with  their  twenty-five  pirogues,  calling  out  as  loud  as  they 
could :  "Frenchmen,  do  not  resist ;  we  have  no  evil  design  in 
stopping  you."  At  the  same  time  numbers  of  them  embalmed  in 
our  canoes  although  the  chiefs  cried  out:  "Gently,  young  meaaJ* 
Tbey  dragged  us  to  tlieir  village  where  we  thought  the  greatest 
favor  we  could  expect  would  be  to  be  plundered.  Far,  however, 
from  taking  away  our  arms,  they  requested  us  on  our  arrival  to 
salute  the  fort  with  a  discharge  of  musketry  which  we  did  with 
fairly  good  grace.  Afterwards  they  held  a  council  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  to  lodge  us  in  the  cabin  of  Ouiskouba  whose 
relatives  had  just  been  killed  by  the  French  acting  with  the 
Illinois.  All  our  baggage  was  carried  into  'this  cabin ;  Father 
Ouignas  was  placed  upon  a  miat  and  upon  a  veiy  fine  liear 
skin  ;^  an  equally  honorable  place  was  prepared  for  me  opposite 
the  Reverend  Father ;  we  were  r^aled  with  deer  fiesh.  We  had 
no  lack  of  company  throughout  the  night  as  a  great  many  of 
these  barbarians  had  never  seen  a  Frenchman  and  were  attracted 
by  curiosity.  Ouiskouba  and  several  chiefs  who  were  hunting 
in  the  neighborhood  were  sent  for. 

On  the  following  day  the  elders  entered  our  cabin  and  spoke 
to  Father  Guignos  as  follows:  "You  Black  gowns^  used  for- 
merly to  maintain  peace  amongst  the  nations ;  but  now  you  are 
greatly  changed.  Not  long  ago  one  of  your  comrades  was  seen 
leading  a  party  and  waging  a  bloody  war  against  us."  These 
elders  referred  to  Father  Dumas,  the  chaplain  of  Monsieur 
Desliettes'  army.^ 

1  An  Indian  mode  of  showing  honor. — ^Ed. 

2  This  was  the  Indian  appellation  for  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  who 
wore  their  black  cassocks  into  the  wilderness. — ^Ed. 

8  Jean  Dumas  was  born  at  Lyons,  France,  Sept.  10,  1696,  and  entered 
the  Jesuit  order  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  In  1726,  he  was  sent  to  Louisiana, 
and  in  1727  assigned  to  the  Illinois  mission.  Some  time  before  1740 
he  returned  to  France,  and  taught  Hebrew  at  Lyons.  He  died  in 
1770.— Ed. 
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Father  Gnignos  replied,  "You  know  not  the  Black  gowns;  it 
18  not  their  custom  to  fight  and  to  steep  their  hands  in  blood. 
They  follow  the  army  solely  for  the  purpose  of  helping  the  sick 
and  ministering  to  the  dying." 

The  dispute  would  have  lasted  longer  had  not  the  young 
men — wiser  in  this  than  the  elders — imposed  silence  on  them. 
"Be  silent,  old  babblers,"  they  said  to  them:  "Are  not  the 
French  sufficiently  in  trouble  and  is  it  proper  for  you  to  add 
affliction  to  affliction  ? "  These  words  put  a  stop  to  the  invectives 
for  a  while;  but  as  soon  as  Father  Guignos  began  to  read  his 
breviary,  the  rubrics  printed  in  red  ink  caused  a  fresh  quarrel 
about  nothing  to  break  out.  "  Those  drops  of  blood,"  they  said 
to  one  another,  "warn  us  to  be  on  our  guard  against  this  dan- 
gerous man."  To  appease  those  suspicious  minds,  the  Father 
closed  his  book  for  some  days  and  we  had  an  interval  of  peace. 

Seven  days  after  this  first  upbraiding,  a  chief  delivered  a 
harangue  in  favor  of  the  Father  and  said :  "  Of  what  are  you 
thinking,  my  brothers,  and  why  should  you  forbid  the  Black 
gown  from  saying  his  accustomed  prayers  ?  Know  you  not  that 
amongst  all  the  nations  these  Fathers  have  full  liberty  to  pray 
in  their  own  manner?"  This  speech  was  applauded  and  the 
Father  obtained  permission  to  read  his  red-lettered  book  in 
public. 

On  the  same  day,  Ouiskouba  returned  from  hunting  and 
spoke  to  us  as  follows :  "My  father  the  Black  gown;,  and  thou 
my  father,  the  Frendi  chief,  I  have  just  learned  that  you  have 
been  put  in  my  cabin  and  that  I  have  been  declared  the  arbiter 
of  your  fate  to  repay  me  for  the  loss  of  my  wife  and  children 
whom  the  French,  acting  with  the  Illinois,  have  just  taken  from 
me.  Fear  not;  my  heart  is  good.  Our  father  Ononthio,*  whom 
I  saw  two  yeargi  !ago,  giive  me  wisdom.     His  arm  governs  my 
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iThe  Indian  title  for  the  governor  of  Canada,  later  extended  to  aU 
governors,  and  also  to  the  king.  This  savage  had  evidently  been  down 
to  Montreal  on  one  of  the  yearly  expeditions.  For  a  description  of 
these  gatherings  see  Parkman,  Old  R6gime  in  Canada  (Boston,  1874 )» 
pp.  803,  304.— iBd. 
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thoughts  and  my  actions.  Kely  on  my  word  and  no  harm  will 
oome  to  you." 

We  thanked  him  and  presented  him  with  a  brasse^  of  tobacco ; 
and  we  promised  that  all  the  good  he  would  do  us  would  be 
repaid  a  hundred  fold. 

The  White  robe,  a  famous  orator,  paid  me  a  visit  the  follow- 
ing day.  "Thy  face,"  I  said  to  him,  "is  not  unknown  to  me. 
Did  I  not  see  thee  at  Detroit  in  Monsieur  De  Lamotte's*  time? 
Thou  wert  then  considered  a  wise  man  and  I  am  deligjited  to  see 
tl^e."  The  savage  was  charmed  with  my  compliment  and  the 
tobacco  I  gave  him  and  expressed  his  r^ret  at  our  detention ;  he 
advised  me  to  he  wise,  that  is  to  say  to  get  myself  deverly  out  of 
the  difficulty  by  giving  presents  to  the  young  men. 

Chaouenon,  a  man  of  credit  and  respected  above  all  by  the 
young  Kikapous,  was  also  profuse  in  his  offers  to  serve  me,  and  I 
won  him  to  my  interest  by  great  promises.  Everything  being 
thus  prepared  and  the  chiefs  being  all  gathered  together  in  the 
village,  I  caused  the  council  to  be  assembled. 

Word  of  Monsieur  De  Boucherville  accompanied  by  4  barrels 
of  powder,  2  guns,  a  30  pound  kettle,  7  pounds  of  vermilion,  12 
hatchets,  2  dozen  large  knives,  7  braided  coats,  2  cloth  blankets, 
2  white  blankets,  7  bags  of  shot,  etc.,  etc. 

"My  brothers,  children  of  Ononthio.  I  learned  from  six 
Frenchmen  and  two  FoUesravoines  that  the  French  and  their 
allies  had  driven  the  Eenards  from  their  country  to  punish  them 
for  having  deluged  the  earth  with  blood,  and  having  last  spring 
reddened  the  waters  of  the  Mississipi  with  the  blood  of  many 
Frenchmen.  Perfidious  people  that  they  are,  when  we  passed 
through  their  land  a  year  ago,  they  promised  us  to  remain  quiet 
and  atone  for  the  past  We  declared  to  them  that  they  had 
everything  to  hope  from  the  clemency  of  their  new  father 
Ononthio ;  and  that  we,  on  our  part,  would  strive  to  pacify  the 

lA  French  linear  measure,  equivalent  to  5.318  English  feet.  The 
tohacco  was  twisted  into  a  sort  of  rope,  and  measured  off  by  this  stand- 
ard.— ^Bd. 

2  Consult  documents  in  Wis,  Hist,  Colls,,  xvi,  pp.  204-208,  242-247, 
251-256,  292,  379.— Bd. 
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land  and  urge  the  Scioux  to  peace.  I  have  kept  my  word  and 
stopped  several  bands  of  SatUeux^  and  of  Scioux  who  breathed 
naught  but  war.  I  left  my  fort  to  inform  our  father  Ononthio 
of  all  this  and  to  learn  his  intentions.  ThBt  is  the  object  of  my 
journey.  Today  I  ask  you  by  these  presents  that  my  road  may 
be  clear.  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  leave  you  without  relieving 
your  wants  by  sharing  our  goods  with  you.  I  have  reason  to 
fear  the  Benard ;  I  know  he  is  not  far  from  here.  He  would 
cause  trouble  to  you  and  to  us  likewise  were  he  to  take  into  his 
head  to  come  to  this  village.  I  therefore  b^  you,  Eikapous  and 
MasooutinSy  not  to  refuse  me  so  reasonable  a  request'' 

Their  reply  was  that  our  presents  would  be  set  apart,  and  that 
they  would  give  me  their  answer  by  the  following  day. 

In  fact,  a  great  meeting  was  held  on  the  morrow.  Reverend 
Father  Guignas,  myself  and  some  Frenchmen  were  invited.  On 
a  white  beaver  robe  was  placed  a  slave,  seven  or  eight  years  old, 
who  was  offered  to  us  with  a  little  dried  beaver  flesh. 

Word  of  the  Kika/pous 

"To  our  father  Ononthio  we  offer  this  word,  this  little  slave, 
and  this  small  quantity  of  beaver  flesh,  to  b^  him  not  to  be 
displeased  with  us  if  we  keep  the  French  chief,  the  black  gown 
and  their  companions.  After  the  flight  of  the  Eenards,  the 
burning  of  their  cabins,  and  the  ravaging  of  their  flelds,  we 
were  warned  to  withdraw  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississipi  because 
our  father  Ononthio  is  angry  with  us,  and  because  all  the  nations 
that  winter  in  our  neighborhood'  will  soon  fall  upon  us.  It  is 
therefore  for  the  purpose  of  saving  our  children's  lives  that  we 
stop  you ;  you  will  be  our  safeguard. 

"You  say  that  you  fear  the  Renards!  Well,  my  brothers, 
what  have  you  to  fear  ?  The  Renards  are  far  from  here ;  you 
will  not  see  them.  Even  should  they  come  to  seek  you,  do  you 
think  they  could  succeed  ?  Look  at  these  warriors  and  at  these 
brave  young  men  who  surroimd  you ;  all  promise  to  die  with  you 
and  their  bodies  will  serve  you  as  ramparts.     Prepare  your- 


1  See  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  8.— Ed. 
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selves  therefore  to  spend  the  winter  with  us  and  begin  to  build 
cabins  for  your  use." 

"Have  you  pondered  well,"  I  replied,  "on  what  I  represented 
to  you  yesterday.  Do  you  realiise  that  you  will  have  to  answer 
for  us;  body  for  body,  and  that  if  any  accident  should  befall  us 
j<m  will  be  held  accountable  ? '' 

"We  know  it,  we  think  of  it,"  they  answered ;  "We  have  come 
to  our  decision  after  mature  deliberation." 

It  was  therefore  necessary  to  attack  the  forest  with  our  axes, 
4Uid  with  the  assistance  of  the  young  Ejikapous  we  finished  our 
houses  in  a  week.  We  were  already  banning  to  settle  down ; 
we  had  no  further  quarrels  to  endure;  we  were  living  on  good 
terms.  But,  on  [November  2,  a  Kikapou  informed  me  that  ten 
Henards  had  arrived  in  the  village.  A  moment  afterwards 
ElansekoS,  the  chief  of  these  new  comers,  entered  my  house,  held 
out  his  hand  to  me  and  said:  "I  greet  thee,  my  father,"  and 
the  better  to  deceive  me,  he  assured  me  that  he  had  an  order  to 
lodge  in  my  dwelling.  I  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter  in 
spite  of  my  surprise ;  and  offered  food  to  my  treacherous  visitor. 
Our  faithful  Cliaouenon  told  me  that  Kansakoe  was  endeavoring 
to  seduce  the  Kikapous  by  means  of  presents.  But  fortunately 
I  had  already  won  the  young  men  by  a  barrel  of  powder,  2 
Uankets,  2  pounds  of  vermilion,  and  other  presents. 

The  Kikapous,  after  refusing  the  calumet  and  porcelain^  of 
the  Renards,  were  nevertheless  intimidated  by  their  threats  and 
ui^ed  me  to  help  them  by  presents  to  cover  the  last  Renards 
who  had  died.^  I  gave  them  two  braided  coats,  two  doth 
blankets,  50  pounds  of  powder,  50  pounds  of  lead,  two  pounds 
•of  vermilion,  etc. 

On  the  following  day,  a  great  council  was  held  at  which  T  was 
present  with  Father  Gnignas;  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
preparing  a  present  to  be  sent  to  the  Benards  in  my  own  name. 

iThis  was  the  Canadian  term  for  the  wampum  belts,  which  were 
used  as  a  pledge  of  an  alliance. — IBd. 

2  An  Indian  phrase  for  appeasing  the  wrath  of  the  relatives  of  a 
^murdered  man  by  presents.  Compare  the  "wergeld"  of  the  early 
Germans. — ^S2d. 
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Word  of  the  Kikapous  and  Mascoutins  by  a  barrel  of  5  pounds 
of  powder,  5  pounds  of  lead,  2  pounds  of  vermilion,  2  braided 
coats  and  a  blanket 

"My  brothers,  for  a  long  while  we  have  not  seen  the  sun — 

"Fear  nothing,"  I  said  to  them,  "my  cousins^  will  do  you 
justice  and  will  appreciate  the  services  you  have  rendered  us/' 
This  promise  reassured  them  and  they  resolved  to  save  us  at  all 
costs.  "For  if  they  perish  we  are  dead  men,"  they  said  to  one 
another ;  "and  since  we  are  too  much  exposed  here  to  the  attacks 
of  the  Benards,  let  us  go  and  establish  ourselves  on  the  neigh- 
boring island  on  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  land  unless  we 
choose."  This  was  a  very  wise  decision.  By  means  of  presents 
I  urged  the  young  Kikapous  to  shift  the  camp  as  quickly  as 
possible ;  and  as  soon  as  we  were  settled  on  the  island  couriers 
were  sent  out  to  notify  the  Kikapous  scattered  in  the  woods. 

About  that  time  we  were  informed  of  the  barbarous  design 
of  Pechicamengoa,  a  Kakapou  chief,  a  great  warrior,  redoubt- 
able through  the  credit  he  had  gained,  and  the  great  number  of 
his  brothers  and  relatives,  and  of  young  Kikapous  subject  to  his 
orders.  As  he  had  married  a  Renard  wife,  KansekoS  and  his 
companions  had  no  difiSculty  in  inducing  him  to  assassinate  Bev- 
erend  Father  Guignas,  and  they  made  him  promise  that  he  would 
not  go  to  the  village  of  the  Benards  without  bringing  the  father's 
scalp  with  hinu 

In  order  that  he  might  not  fail  in  striking  his  blow,  he  con- 
cealed his  AN-'icked  design  for  some  days.  One  fine  night  he 
invited  two  of  his  young  men  to  keep  him  company  in  a 
sweating  lodge,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  sweating  as  of 
cleverly  allowing  his  secret  to  ooze  out  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  lavages  in  those  sweating  lodges,  and  of  inducing  those 


^ 


iTwo  page?  are  missing  here  from  the  manuscript  from  which  this 
is  copied.    This  accounts  for  the  hiatus. — Bibattd. 

2  The  hiatus  apparently  contained  an  account  of  the  escape  of  the 
brothers  Montbrun,  who  were  cousins  of  De  Boucherville;  and  of  the 
subsequent  fear  of  the  Kickapoo.  This  escape  saved  the  rest  of  the 
party  from  being  delivered  to  the  Foxes.    See  post,  p.  60. — Bo. 
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young  men  to  help  him.  God  did  not  permit  the  treacherous 
plotter  to  succeed.  The  sweating  over,  the  young  Kikapous,  who 
were  indignant  at  such  treachery  told  the  well-disposed  chiefs 
of  it. 

The  alarm  caused  in  the  village  by  this  conspiracy  may  be 
imagined.  "What!''  they  exclaimed,  '^We  thought  we  had 
only  the  Renards  to  fear ;  now  our  own  brothers  betray  us  and 
wish  to  stain  our  mats  with  blood  by  a  massacre  of  the  French  1 
What  is  to  be  done  under  the  circumstances  ?  Had  a  Renard 
made  an  attempt  on  the  father's  life  we  would  have  settled  the 
matter  by  breaking  his  head ;  but  the  guilty  man  is  a  diief  of 
our  nation !  .  .  .  Let  us  endeavor  to  appease  him  with 
presents."  These  were  offered  him;  he  accepted  them^  and 
promised  to  abandon  his  cowardly  design. 

But,  in  order  to  avoid  similar  acts  of  treachery,  we  were 
lodged  in  less  suspected  cabins  where  ten  men  watched  night  and 
day  over  our  safety.     We  remained  eighteen  days  in  that  state. 

Eansekoe  and  his  nine  colleagues,  three  days  after  their  de- 
parture, encountered  a  hundred  Eenards  who  were  coming  for 
us.  They  had  orders,  in  the  event  of  refusal,  to  threaten  the 
Eikapous  with  the  coming  of  six  hundred  warriors,  both 
Renards  and  Pvcmts,  fully  resolved  to  be  revenged  for  the  insults 
offered  them.  Kansekoe  perceived  in  the  band  the  father  of 
the  young  Renard  whom  the  French  had  killed  at  la  Baie  not 
long  before.  He  said  to  him :  "  I  see  well,  my  father,  that  thou 
wilt  ask  for  a  Frenchman  in  the  place  of  thy  son;  but  return  with 
us  to  the  village ;  come  and  listen  to  the  words  addressed  to  thy 
dead  child,  and  refuse  not  the  presents  offered  thee."  The  old 
man,  touched  by  this  mark  of  distinction,  allowed  himself  to  be 
won  over.  "I  am  quite  willing,"  he  said,  "that  you  should 
restore  my  disturbed  mind.  I  will  follow  you."  Many  thought 
as  he  did ;  others  said  they  must  continue  their  march  and  compel 
ihe  Kikapous  to  deliver  up  the  French.  Finally,  after  many 
disputes,  seventy  Renards  returned  home  and  thirty  came  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mississipi.  When  the  Kikapous  saw  them  in  such 
small  numbers  they  considered  that  they  could  without  danger 
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allow  them  on  tlie  island ;  but  tbey  reinforced  the  guard  water- 
ing over  our  safety.     On  entering  the  village,  a  Benard  was 

inspired  with  the  idea  of  delivering  a  harangue,  contrary  to  the 

custom*  of  the  savages  who  harangue  only  in  cabins.     This 

insolent  man  spoke  to  us  as  follows : 

"We  are  unfortunate,  my  brothers ;  we  have  been  driven  from 
our  lands  by  the  French.  The  sorrow  caused  us  by  our  mis- 
fortunes has  brought  us  here  to  beg  you  to  wipe  away  our  tears. 
Ton  are  our  relatives;  refuse  us  not  the  favor  we  ask.  You 
will  give  us  as  many  Frenchmen  as  you  choose;  we  do  not 
demand  all  of  them." 

They  entered  the  cabin  of  our  friend  Chaouenon,  being  con- 
vinced that  if  they  could  win  him  over  they  would  easily 
persuade  the  other  chiefs.  All  being  assembled,  the  Eenards 
began  to  weep  for  their  dead,  making  the  air  resound  with  their 
cries,  and  spreading  out  a  bloody  robe,  a  shell  all  reddened  with 
blood,  and  a  red  calumet  with  feathers  all  dripping  blood.  Such 
a  dreadful  spectacle  was  calculated  to  produce  an  impression, 
and  all  this  blood  called  most  eloquently  for  ours.  A  tall  young 
renard  warrior,  much  painted,  arose,  lit  his  calumet  and  pre- 
sented it  to  Chaouenon,  to  Bcmtf  noir  (Black  Bull)  and  to  the 
young  chiefs  who  barely  deigned  to  touch  it  with  the  tip  of  their 
lips,  and  drew  but  a  puff  or  two.  The  old  chiefs  smoked 
heartily  and  emptied  the  renard's  calumet  to  show  that  their 
sentiments  were  in  accord  with  his.  The  young  Benard  took 
back  his  calumet,  and  presented  it  once  more  to  the  young  chiefs 
with  as  little  success  as  at  first.  Finally  after  again  weeping 
for  their  dead,  they  left  their  presents  and  were  told  that  the 
answer  would  be  given  on  the  following  day.  The  young 
Eikapous  passed  the  whole  night  without  sleep.  The  Benards 
K)amed  about  unceasingly  and  tried  to  intimidate  them  by  great 
threats,  but  all  in  vain. 

On  the  following  day,  the  savages  assembled  and  the  Kika- 
pous  replied  as  follows:  "My  brothers,  you  are  not  unaware 
that  we  had  no  evil  design  in  stopping  the  French.  We  widi 
them  to  live.     And  what  would  become  of  us  if  they  perished 
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while  in  onr  hands?  Retnm  m  peace,  accept  onr  present;  we 
will  die  together  rather  than  give  np  a  single  one  of  these 
Frenchmen." 

The  Henards,  angered  at  this  reply,  arose  with  fire  in  their 
eyes;  they  threatened  vengeance,  made  np  their  bundles  and 
crossed  the  river,  and  having  met  at  a  distance  of  three  days* 
jonmey  from  the  Renard  village  a  Kikapon  and  a  Mascontin 
who  were  hunting,  they  massacred  them  without  pity,  and  car- 
ried their  scalps  home  with  them. 

This  murder  caused  much  disturbance  amongst  the  Renards. 
"We  are  lost  beyond  hope,"  the  old  men  exclaimed.  "What, 
you  foolish  young  men,  it  is  but  a  slight  thing  in  your  eyes  to 
have  raised  up  against  us  all  the  nations  that  have  sworn  to 
destroy  us;  you  must  likewise  massacre  our  kinsrmen!  What 
shall  we  do  to  atone  for  this  murder  ?  " 

They  at  once  dispatched  five  men  to  go  and  weep  for  the  two 
dead  ones,  and  to  oflFer  themselves  as  expiatory  victims  to  the 
bereaved  old  man  who  was  not  far  from  the  renard  village.  As 
soon  as  they  appeared  before  him  they  spread  out  a  white  robe 
on  which  two  Kenards  stretched  themselves  quite  naked. 
"Revenge  thyself,  my  brother,"  they  said  to  him  in  this  humble 
posture.  "Thy  children  have  been  killed  but  we  oflFer  thee  our 
bodies;  vent  thy  rage  and  thy  just  indignation  upon  us." 
The  old  man  replied :  "Our  village  is  informed  of  your  crime; 
the  matter  is  no  longer  in  my  hands ;  the  decision  rests  with  the 
young  Kikapou  chiefs."  At  these  words  the  prostrate  Renarda 
arose  and  returned  home. 

Two  young  Kikapous  arrived  shortly  afterwards  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  uttered  death-yells  at  night.  A  pirogue  wm 
sent  for  them  and  they  related  the  sad  event  to  their  comrades. 
The  news  spread  consternation  throughout  the  village.  ITothing 
was  heard  everywhere  but  weeping,  lamentations,  and  horrible 
yells.  Couriers  were  at  once  sent  to  warn  the  Kikapous  scat- 
tered in  the  woods  to  quickly  take  refuge  on  the  island.  The 
elders  did  not  fail  to  come  and  reproach  me  with  the  death  of 
their  young  men.  "You  are  the  cause  of  our  being  massacred," 
£hey  said,  "and  we  are  paying  very  dearly  for  the  pleasure  of 
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having  yon."  I  replied  to  them :  "Had  you  wished  to  believe 
me,  to  accept  my  present  and  consent  to  our  separation,  this 
misfortune  would  not  have  happened  to  you.  Did  1  not  warn 
you  of  this."  "Thou  art  right^"  they  replied,  "but  what  are  we 
to  do  in  tho  present  predicament?  We  are  between  two  fires; 
the  Benard  has  killed  us,  the  Illinois  has  killed  us,*  the  French- 
man is  angry  with  us.     What  are  we  to  do?" 

"Your  affairs,"  I  answered,  "are  not  so  difficult  to  arrange  aa 
you  imagine.  Give  me  two  chiefs  to  accompany  me ;  I  will  start 
for  the  Illinois  country,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  make  your 
peace  with  those  tribes."  "That  is  a  very  good  idea,"  they  said. 
Bu't  the  trouble  was  to  find  people  brave  enough  to  accomipany 
me.  After  much  discussion  a  Kikapou  and  a  Mascoutin,  bom 
of  illinois  mothers,  offered  themselves.  One  of  them  had  loel" 
his  son  in  the  war. 

We  started  on  December  27,  notwithstanding  the  unendur- 
able severity  of  the  sea>on  ;^  and,  after  many  hardships  and 
much  fatigue  which  can  be  appreciated  only  by  those  who  endure 
them,  we  arrived  on  the  ninth  day  amongst  the  Peoaria  on  the 
river  of  the  Illinois,  twenty  leagues  from  the  Mississipi.  Sev- 
eral tribes  were  gathered  together  in  this  village,  keeping  always 
on  the  watch  and  anxious  for  news  of  the  Kikapous. 

Two  hunters  perceived  us  and,  re-assured  at  the  sight  of  the 
flags  held  up  by  my  people,  they  approached  us.  One  of  my  com- 
panions who  spoke  the  illinois  language,  told  them  that  we  came 
to  treat  for  peace ;  that  the  French  detained  amongst  his  people 
were  well;  that  the  Renards,  in  revenge  for  the  refusal  to 
deliver  up  the  French  to  them,  had  killed  two  Kikapous. 

As  soon  as  the  Peoaria  heard  of  our  arrival,  they  sent 
thirty  young  Illinois  to  meet  us.  My  two  savages  waited  for 
them,  and  after  weepini^  for  their  dead,  and  having  had  their 
tears  wiped  away,  and  having  been  ceremoniously  offered  a 

iThe  Kickapoos  and  the  lUinois  had  been  at  war  since  1718.  See 
Wis,  Hist  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  377.— Ed. 

2 The  winter  of  1728-29  was  one  of  unusual  severity  throughout  all 
Canada  and  the  Northwest,  and  recalled  the  winter  of  1708-09  in 
France.    See  Ferland,  Cours  <V  Histaire  (Quebec,  1865),  11,  p.  435. — Ed. 
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great  red  calumet  which  all  smoked,  we  were  relieved  of  our 
baggage.  We  were  conveyed  to  a  large  cabin  through  so  great 
a  crowd  of  spectators  that  we  could  hardly  make  our  way.  We 
were  seated  upon  a  fine  new  mat,  and  on  a  bear  skin.  Two 
young  Illinois,  adorned  with  many  ornaments,  came  to  remove 
our  shoes  and  grease  our  feet  We  were  given  the  most  pal- 
atable food  to  be  had  in  the  village.  The  Kikapou  accompany- 
ing me,  who  had  lost  his  son,  wept  for  him  a  second  time;  all 
the  chiefs  arose  in  turn  to  wipe  away  his  tears,  and  after  hearing 
all  that  had  occurred,  they  said:  "Take  courage,  my  brothers, 
w©  will  help  you  to  avenge  your  dead." 

On  the  morrow  at  break  of  day  they  came  to  conduct  us  to  a 
feast;  and  throughout  the  day  we  went  without  stopping  from 
cabin  to  cabin,  from  feast  to  feast.  These  poor  people  could  not 
find  any  food  good  enough  for  me  so  pleased  were  they  at  the 
good  news  I  brought^ 

It  was  my  intention  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
French  village  four  days^  journey  from  the  Peoarias  ;^  but  I  had 
to  abandon  the  trip  owing  to  a  swollen  foot  caused  by  a  long 
march  through  exceedingly  cold  water.  I  therefore  sent  Rev- 
erend Father  Guignas's  letters  by  a  special  messenger.  I  wrote 
to  Monsieur  Desliettes,  the  commandant,  and  sent  him  the 
presents  from  the  Kikapous.  These  consisted  of  that  famous 
bloody  calumet,  and  of  the  two  brasses  of  bloodstained  porcelain 
which  the  Renards  had  offered  in  order  to  have  us  delivered  up 
to  them. 

Word  of  the  Kjkapous  and  Mascoutins  accompanied  by  the 
presents  above  mentioned : 

"1st,  Our  words  and  our  actions  are  guided  solely  by  the  arm 
of  Ononthio  to  whom  we  are  attached. 

"2nd,  We  have  been  killed,  my  father,  by  the  Eenards 
because  we  supported  the  French.  If  thou  wouldst  sent  us 
some  Frenchmen  to  help  us,  thou  wouldst  please  us. 


iTlils  was  the  village  of  Kaskaskla,  Illinois,  founded  in  1700,  and 
erected  into  a  parish  in  1719.— ^Ed. 
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"3d,  We  aflk  for  peace  with  the  Illinois  and  with  thee;  and 
that  in  future  we  may  smoke  from  the  same  calumet 

"4th,  We  have  stripped  ourselves  by  giving  what  we  had  to  the 
Banards  to  appease  them.  We  should  be  obliged  to  thee,  if  thou 
wouldst  send  us  goods  and  especially  powder. 

"5th,  We  flatter  ourselves  that  our  flesh  has  been  preserved; 
and  we  beg  thee  to  induce  the  Illinois  to  give  back  to  us  those  of 
our  kin  who  are  slaves  in  their  midst/^ 

Word  of  Monsieur  Desliettes  by  a  red  calumet  and  some  ells 
of  cloth. 

"1st.,  I  am  sorry  that  the  French  chief  and  the  member  of 
your  nation  have  not  come  thus  far.  They  have  sent  me  your 
Word ;  I  have  received  it  with  joy,  because  you  assure  me  tiiat 
you  are  attached  to  the  arm  of  Onontibio. 

"2nd,  I  smoke  your  calumet  with  pleasure.  While  smoking 
it  I  will  think  of  all  you  say  to  me ;  and  I  shall  see  by  the  proofs 
that  you  will  give  me  of  your  sincerity  whether  I  shall  send  you 
some  Frenchmen. 

"3d,  You  already  have  some  Frenchmen  amongst  you,  and 
none  of  your  people  sit  here  on  my  mat  If  you  wish  sincerely, 
as  you  say,  to  live  in  peace  with  us,  I  invite  you  to  bring  back 
here  the  Black  gown  and  the  other  Frenchmen.  By  this  I  shall 
know  that  you  are  children  of  Ononthio. 

"4th,  If  you  do  this,  I  answer  that  I  will  give  you  Frenchmen 
who  will  escort  you  back ;  and  you  will  be  well  received  by  the 
Illinois  and  the  French. 

"5th,  I  would  willingly  send  you  some  goods  at  once  but  I 
have  only  very  little ;  I  expect  a  great  quantity  in  two  moons. 

"  6th,  If  the  Eenards  have  killed  you  as  you  assert,  you  see 
that  they  no  longer  look  upon  youas  their  kin.  I  exhort  you 
to  avenge  yourselves.  You  may  rest  assured  that  that  wicked 
nation  can  live  no  longer.     The  King  wishes  their  death. 

"7th,  When  you  arrive  with  the  Black  gown  and  the  other 
Fuenchmen^  we  will  take  measures  together;  meanwhile  vre, 
the  Illinois  and  ourselves,  are  preparing  to  avenge  ourselves  for 
all  their  insults  to  us.  They  shall  not  always  escape  the 
vengeance  of  the  French  by  cowardly  flight 

[50] 


172S-29]     French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 

"Sth,  Behold  the  Frenchmen  who  start  tomorrow  to  carry 
your  words  to  Qnonthio  from  the  lower  Mississipi.  I  write  him 
that  Jhey  are  sincere.  I  beg  yon,  Masoontins  and  Kikapons, 
not  to  make  me  tell  a  falsehood. 

"9th,  Ton  sent  me  your  calnmet;  I  send  yon  mina  While 
smoking  it  think  of  what  I  say  to  yon. 

"10th,  When  yon  arrive  here  with  the  Frenchmen,  I  will 
speak  to  the  Illinois  who  will  give  yon  back  yonr  kinsmien  whom 
ihey  have  had  since  last  summer;  for  they  have  no  others  from 
an  earlier  time^ 

"11th,  Qnonthio  will  not  forget  what  you  have  done  for  the 
Frenchmen,  whom  you  have  refused  to  deliver  up  to  the  Een- 
ards.  CSontinue  to  take  good  care  of  them ;  respect  the  Black 
gown.  When  he  is  here  we  will  not  forget  the  care  you  have 
taken  of  him,  of  the  chief,  and  of  the  Frenchmen.'' 

Our  couriers  returned  on  the  seventh  day  from  their  depart- 
ure and  brought  me  letters  from  Monsieur  Desliettes,  from  some 
officers,  and  from  the  Reverend  Jesuit  Fathers,  who  advised  me 
not  to  go  back  to  the  Kikaj)ous,  where  things  had  perhaps  taken 
a  different  aspect  on  our  behalf  since  my  departure. 

The  Illinois  had  already  begun  to  chant  their  war-song  with 
all  their  hearts ;  two  himdred  young  warriors  had  already  pre- 
^red  their  arrows.  But  Monsieur  Deeliettes  told  them  to  wait 
until  the  spring,  because  it  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon  the 
Kikapons,  who  had  so  often  failed  to  keep  their  word. 

I  was  therefore  given  only  two  illinois  chiefs  and  eight  young 
men.  I  was  loaded  with  tobacco  and  other  presents  for  the 
Ejkapous.  We  started  rather  late,  and  slept  at  a  spot  five  or 
six  leagues  from  the  village. 

At  night  two  couriers  brought  me  a  letter  from  Reverend 
Father  lyOutrelo,^  a  Jesuit,  who  begged  m©  to  wait  for  him 
as  he  wished  to  consult  with  me  on  the  means  to  be  adopted  for 


lEtienne  d'Outreleau  was  a  Jesuit  missionary,  bom  in  1693,  who 
came  to  Louisiana  in  1727.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Illinois  mission, 
and  was  in  the  Mississippi  valley  for  about  twenty  years.  In  1730,  he 
narrowly  escaped  massacre  at  the  hands  of  the  Yazoo,  and  in  1737 
was  chaplain  of  a  hospital  in  New  Orleans. — Ed. 
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saving  Father  Guignas.  I  therefore  returned  to  the  village  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Illinois.  I  remained  there  eleven 
days;  but,  as  our  two  Kikapous  were  becoming  impatient,  1 
left  without  waiting  for  the  Eeverend  Jesuit  Father,  who  had 
lost  his  way  and  arrived  in  a  pitiful  condition  at  the  village  a 
few. hours  after  my  departure.  He  sent  three  couriers  after 
me,  who  unfortunately  took  a  different  road  from  ours,  and 
caught  up  with  us  only  when  we  were  20  leagues  from  the 
village.  I  gave  them  a  letter  for  the  Reverend  Father  in  which 
I  begged  him.  to  excuse  me  if  I  did  not  return  to  the  P6oaria, 
as  I  was  suffering  from  a  pain  in  one  of  my  thighs ;  and  I  told 
him  that  the  proper  way  to  save  Father  Guignas  and  us  was  to 
induce  the  Illinois  to  come  to  the  Kikapous  and  conclude  a 
lasting  peace.  I  continued  my  journey,  and  we  encountered 
thirty  Kikapous  who  were  coming  to  meet  us,  and  who  told  me 
that  all  was  well.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  our  approach  reached 
the  village,  joy  spread  everywhere,  and  the  French  who  no 
longer  hoped  for  my  return,  took  courage  once  more.  The 
diiefs  came  to  meet  us  and  were  very  attentive  to  our  Illinois, 
although  he  was  alone,  as  the  nine  others  had  postponed  their 
journey  to  another  time. 

On  the  morrow  I  gathered  the  chiefs  together  and  announced 
to  them  the  words  of  Monsieur  Desliettes  and  of  the  Illinois. 
They  seemed  to  me  well  pleased.  I  afterwards  by  means  of 
presents  induced  two  war-chiefs  to  make  up  two  bands  of  25 
men.  The  first  party,  commanded  by  a  chief  whose  son  had 
been  killed  not  long  before,  was  to  go  to  the  winter  camping 
place  of  the  Renards ;  but  he  returned  at  the  end  of  eight  days 
without  having  done  anything. 

The  other  band  was  commanded  by  the  brother  of  Bceuf  noir 
(Black  Bull),  who  said  to  him:  "Do  not  return  without 
bringing  us  some  Renards,  dead  or  alive."  After  marching 
some  days,  this  band  encountered  30  Renards,  who  asked  them 
who  they  were  and  whither  they  were  going. 

**We  are  Kikapous,''  they  answered,  "and  our  elders  have 
Beat  us  to  get  news  of  you.''  The  Renards,  suspecting  nothing, 
replied:     "You  are  welcome;  we  will  take  you  to  our  cabins 
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which  are  not  far  from  here."  The  Ejikapous  stopped  first 
at  the  dwelling  of  F^moussa^  who  had  married  a  Eikapoa 
woman.  His  cabin  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the 
30  others  and  there  were  about  25  persons  in  it,  namely :  eight 
men  and  several  women  and  diildren.  In  order  to  kill  them 
all,  our  warriors  placed  themselves  at  night  one  on  eadi  side  of 
every  Benard  capable  of  defending  himself;  and  their  design 
would  infallibly  have  succeeded  if,  unfortunately,  some  other 
Benards  had  not  come  in  during  the  night,  which  upset  all 
their  plans. 

The  chiefs  of  the  30  cabins  assembled  on  the  following  day 
and  said  to  the  Kikapous:  '^What  do  your  countrymen  think 
of  the  murder  of  your  people?"  "Th^  think,"  replied  our 
warriors,  ''that  it  was  a  misunderstanding  or,  at  the  most,  the 
crime  of  some  individuals;  they  are  careful  not  to  hold  Ihe 
entire  Senard  nation  responsible  for  that  accident"  'Tou 
are  right,"  answered  the  Renards,  "for  the  murderer,  the  son 
of  Benard  noir  (Black  Fox)  has  fled  to  escape  death  with 
which  he  was  threatened.  We  are  going  to  die  in  our  village; 
we  have  not  foimd  an  asylum  anywhere;  the  Ayous  and  the 
Scioux  have  refused  to  give  us  a  refuge.  We  have  three  bands 
of  warriors  in  the  field :  one  amongst  the  Savlteux,  the  two 
others  amongst  the  FoUe-avoines,  while  a  fourth  will  soon  go 
amongst  the  Illinois.  What  has  become  of  your  Frenchmen  ?" 
"lliey  went  away  on  the  ice,"  replied  our  people,  "to  go 
amongst  the  Illinois."  "So  much  the  better,"  said  the  chiefs; 
**nothing  remains  to  be  done  except  to  cover  your  dead.  We 
will  send  two  chiefs  to  you."  Pemoussa  and  Chichippa,  the 
great  war-chief,  ojffered  to  go  and  they  were  entrusted  with  a 
calumet  and  some  other  presents. 

During  the  second  day's  march,  our  two  chiefs  said  to  one 
another:  ^'What!  we  came  to  avenge  our  dead  and  these  Ben- 
ards who  follow  us  are  coming  to  speak  of  peace!  We  must 
give  them  food  at  our  first  stopping  place  and  fire  two  gun- 


1  Pemoussa  was  the  Fox  chief  who  led  his  tribe  in  the  battle  at 
Detroit,  in  1712.    See  Wis,  Hist.  Colls,,  xvi,  index. — Ed. 
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ahota  at  them."  This  plan  was  carried  out  in  all  its  details  and 
their  scalps  were  taken  to  the  village. 

The  news  of  this  deed  gave  rise  to  manj*  mutterings,  cries, 
and  lamentations ;  because  PSmoussa,  who  had  married  a  Kika- 
pou  woman^  had  a  great  many  relatives  or  kindred  amongst  that 
nation.  This  led  the  thirty  Illinois  who  had  just  arrived  to 
fear  that  they  would  be  killed  to  avenge  the  death  of  F^moussa. 
And  yet  they  had  come  with  presents ;  they  had  brought  back 
ft  Eiikapou  woman  and  two  diildren  whom  they  had  captured. 
They  left  at  night  and  were  escorted  back;  both  sides  parted 
good  friends  and  the  Kikapous  were  invited  to  go,  in  the  Spring, 
to  the  Illinois  who  were  well  disposed  to  receive  them. 

The  warriors  who  had  killed  Pemoussa  reentered  the  village 
on  the  following  day,  but  very  quietly  and  without  ceremony  to 
avoid  reviving  the  sorrow  of  Pfimoussa's  relatives. 

Otii  March  1  (1729),  the  ice  disappeared  and  the  Mississipi 
became  navigable  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  the  French 
who  awaited  only  that  moment  to  withdraw.  The  Kikapous 
invited  the  Father  and  myself  to  a  great  assembly:  "Here,'* 
said  they,  "are  two  roads :  one  leading  to  Montreal  and  the  other 
to  the  Illinois.  Tell  us  which  one  we  should  choose.*'  ^Toui 
must,"  said  I,  "go  to  the  Illinois  and  conclude  a  lasting  peace 
with  them,  so  that  the  Illinois  may  no  longer  doubt  your  sincer- 
ity ;  you  must  offer  them  the  scalps  of  the  Eenards."  Our  chiefs 
approved  my  idea  and  I  was  delighted  to  have  contributed 
towards  obtaining  so  desirable  a  peace,  for  the  French  and 
Illinois  had  no  more  dangerous  foes  than  the  Kikapous  and 
Mascoutins,  who  killed  their  people  up  to  the  very  doors  of 
their  village. 

Reverend  Father  Guignas  left  some  days  before  I  did,  ac- 
companied by  two  mascoutin  chiefs;  and  he  promised  to  await 
me  on  the  road.  I  started  on  March  7,  with  two  French  canoes 
and  seven  Kikapou  pirogues.  On  the  twelfth  we  reached  the 
river  of  the  Illinois;  and  three  days  afterwards,  80  Illinois 
pirogues  with  their  families  and  provisions  advanced  to  meet 
us.  Two  young  Illinois,  adorned  with  many  ornaments,  came 
with  their  calumets  lighted  to  make  the  Kikapou  chiefs  smoke. 
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We  were  regaled  with  turkeys  and  buffalo  tongues.  A  thousand 
attentions  were  lavished  upon  the  Kikapous  as  soon  as  th^  had 
presented  the  scalps  of  the  Benards.  By  this  unequivocal  sign 
it  was  understood  that  the  Kikapous  really  wished  for  the  peace 
80  greatly  desired  by  the  Illinois. 

I  left  on  the  fifteenth,  and  journeyed  40  leagues  to  reach  the 
French  fort  where  Monsieur  Deeliettes  and  the  oflBcers  received 
me  courteously.  Beverend  Father  Guignas  had  arrived  seven 
days  before  with  the  two  masooutin  chiefs,  to  whom  Monsieur 
Desliettes  gave  presents  to  induce  them  to  maintain  peace  and 
union. 

A  detachment  of  20  Frenchmen  was  told  off  under  an  officer 
to  escort  the  Eikapous  and  Mascoutins  to  their  village. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  200  men  amongst  the 
Kikapous  and  600  men  in  the  lliree  Illinois  villages.  There  are 
two  French  settlements  of  very  considerable  size,  containing 
nearly  200  French  some  of  whom  are  married  to  Illinois  women 
and  others  to  French  women  from  New  Orleans.  They  sell 
flour  and  pork  on  the  sea  coast,  and  bring  back  goods  from 
there. 

Eight  days  after  my  arrival,  I  started  for  Canada  by  way  of 
the  Ouabache;^  but,  after  proceeding  20  leagues  always  against 
the  current  which  is  very  rapid,  the  hands  of  our  men  became 
BO  badly  blistered  that  we  were  compelled  to  return  to  Kashas- 
Idas,  In  going  down  we  went  over  in  one  day  the  distance  that 
it  had  taken  us  eight  days  to  pass  over  while  ascending.  Bev- 
erend Father  Bonlangcr,*  the  missionary  amongs  the  Mixik- 
Illinois,  told  me  that  ten  of  his  people  were  going  by  land  to 
the  Oiiyas  [Ouiatonons].  I  decided  to  follow  them  and  prom- 
ised to  pay  them  well  if  they  took  good  care  of  me. 

I  started  from  the  Illinois  country  on  May  2,  with  a  young 
Kikapou,  a  nephew  of  the  great  chief,  and  a  little  slave  for 
Monsieur  the  governor-general  of  Canada. 


iThe  Ohio  River,  which  was,  at  the  time,  usually  called  the  Wabash 
below  the  entrance  of  the  latter  river. — Ed. 
«See  Wis,  Hist,  ColU,,  xvi,  p.  455.--ED. 
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The  distance  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Peanguichias^  is  about 
120  leagues  and  15  leagues  from  the  FSanguidiias  to  the  OUyas ; 
60  leagues  from  the  OiiyaB  to  the  Miamis;  120  leagues  from  the 
Miamis  to  Detroit;  and  300  leagues  from  Detroit  to  Montreal; 
making  615  leagues  in  all. 


Observations  on  the  Sciotix  by  Monsieur  De  BouchervUle  ;  be- 
ing  a  continvation  of  the  Belation  of  his  adventures  in  1728 
and  29. 

The  Scioux  are  very  numerous.  They  have  ten  villages  very 
far  apart.  Their  language  is  very  difficult  "to  learn,  all  the 
more  so  that  there  are  few  opportunities  of  conversing  with 
these  wandering  people,  who  are  ever  engaged  in  hunting. 

The  men  are  of  quite  fine  appearance  but  are  indolent ;  conse- 
quently they  fast  often.  The  women  are  ugly,  but  laborious. 
Necessity  has  taught  them  the  knowledge  of  a  quantity  of  roots 
which  contribute  to  their  subsistence.  There  are  two  kinds  of 
Scioux,  namely :  the  Prairie  Scioux,  and  the  River  Scioux  who 
make  use  of  very  small  bark  canoes  suitable  for  the  frequent 
portages  they  have  to  make. 

They  are  greatly  addicted  to  theft ;  otherwise  they  are  rather 
mild  and  docile,  fearing  and  respecting  their  chiefs.  But  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  them  because  they  are  suspicious  and 
jealous  of  their  women,  whom  they  murder  without  scruple  on 
mere  suspicion.  They  are  never  allowed  to  enter  the  fort ;  they 
would  be  too  importunate.  Fortunately  the  dearth  of  provi- 
sions compels  them  to  separate  from  the  French  after  seven  or 
eight  days.  They  are  very  fond  of  singing  and  dancing.  They 
are  superstitious  beyond  anything  that  can  be  said.  They  have 
a  number  of  jugglers  and  charlatans,  who  know  how  to  win  their 
confidence  and  abuse  their  stupid  credulity. 

Although  they  have  had  firearms  but  a  short  time,  they  can 
use  them  perfectly  well.     They  are  very  generous  and  when  we 

1  Called  by  the  English  Piankashaw,  a  kindred  tribe  to  the  Oulato- 
non. — Ed.  >  ' 
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go  to  see  them  they  often  make  their  wives  and  children  fast  so 
as  to  have  something  wherewith  to  regale  the  French. 

Polygamy  is  practised  to  such  an  extent  amongst  them  that 
they  sometimes  have  as  many  as  ten  wives,  whom  they  marry 
only  after  buying  them  from  their  fathers,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  savages;  consequently  they  treat  them  as  slaves. 

The  young  men  are  not  obliged  to  go  hunting;  they  dance 
and  that  is  their  sole  occupation  until  they  are  married. 

The  best  road  that  can  be  taken  to  go  to  the  Scioux  country 
is  to  pass  by  la  Bate;  by  the  Eiver  of  the  Eenards;  then  the 
portage  of  the  Ouisconsins  is  made  and  then  one  enters  the 
Mississippi,  which  one  ascends  to  Lake  Pepin,  where  we  have 
built  our  fort. 

From  Montreal  to  the  Scioux  country  the  distance  is  not 
more  than  600  leagues.  Going  down  from  the  Scioux  to  the 
Illinois  country  on  the  Mississipi  I  count  about  300  leagues,  and 
from  the  Illinois  to  the  sea  400  leagues.  The  Mississipi  cait 
float  great  vessels  for  Y50  leagues  without  coming  to  a  water- 
fall. In  ascending  this  great  river  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Quisconsin  to  Sault  St.  Antoine  (which  is  a  distance  of  a  hun- 
dred leagues)  we  find  a  number  of  islands,  and  on  both  sides  are 
mountains  which  prevent  the  waters  of  the  Mississipi  from 
overflowing. 

We,  the  undersigned,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  all  that  is 
mentioned  in  this  relation,  certify  that  it  is  accurate  and  true 
and  that  we  owe  our  lives  to  the  author  through  his  labors, 
fatigues  and  experience. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  signed:  Campeau,  black" 
smith;  Menabd^  interpreter;  Dtimais,  captain  of  militia; 
B^TTME^  interpreter;  Boiselle,  voyageur. 
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1729:     MONTBRUN'S  BSCAPB;  FATE  OF  THB  CAFTIVBS 

[The  first  is  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Miniflter.  MS. 
In  archives  of  Ministdre  dee  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  122."  The  second  is  an  extract  from 
a  letter  of  Tlllyi  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Apr.  80,  1729.  MS.  in 
Quebec  provincial  archives,  transcribed  from  the  Paris  archives.] 

MoNSEiGNBUB — I  have  just  been  informed  by  the  Sieur  de 
Montbran  who  arrived  in  this  Town  the  day  before  yesterday, 
of  the  unhappy  Fate  of  twelve  Frenchmen  who  had  resolved  to 
return  to  Canada  because  they  could  not  procure  Sufficient  Food 
to  enable  lliem  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  fort  that  they  had  built 
in  the  Sioux  country  On  the  shores  of  Lake  Pepin.  These 
twelve  Frenchmen,  among  whom  Are  the  Eeverend  Father 
Guignas,  a  missionary  of  the  Society  of  jesus;  the  Sieur  de 
Boucherville,  an  Ensign  in  the  King's  troops ;  And  the  Sieur  de 
Montbnm,  who  Escaped  with  His  brother  and  an  employee  of 
the  Montreal  government,  were  met  in  the  Mississipy  country 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs,  by  a  band  of  Maskou- 
tins  and  Quicapoux  on  a  hunting  expedition,  who  stopped  them 
and  Took  them  to  their  Village.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that 
those  Savages  who  quarrelled  two  years  ago  with  the  Benards 
(their  former  allies),  will  Sacrifice  these  Frenchmen  in  order 
to  make  peace  with  the  Benards,  to  whom  they  sent  notice,  and 
who  had  already  come  to  their  Village  before  the  Sieur  de  Mont- 
brun's  Elscape  that  they  might  take  the  French  to  the  Benards. 
But  as  they  were  only  ten  of  them  they  Went  back  [without 
the  French]  and  stated  to  a  Quicapoux, — from  whom  Those 
Gentlemen  Learned  it, — that  they  would  return  to  the  number 

1  Pierre-Noel  le  Oardeur,  Sieur  de  Tilly,  son  of  Charles  le  Oardeur. 
Sieur  de  Tilly,  belonged  to  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  old 
Canadian  families.  He  was  born  in  1662,  married  in  1680  Marie  Made- 
leine Boucher,  aunt  of  Montbrun,  and  De  Boucherville.  He  was  a 
member  of  fhe  royal  Council  of  New  France,  lieutenant  of  the  ma- 
rine, and  appears  to  have  acted  as  intendant  during  the  brief  interim 
between  the  departure  of  Dupuy,  the  death  of  D'Aigremont,  and  the 
arrival  of  Hocquart.  Subsequently  he  was  comptroller  of  the  ma- 
rine.— Ed. 
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of  300  to  take  tlie  captives  to  Their  oauntry.  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  informing  You  of  the  Fate  of  our  Frenchmen  as  soon 
as  I  get  news.  It  may  also  be  presumed  that  the  Senards  will 
take  advantage  of  This  opportunity  to  make  peace  with  Us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauhabnoxs 

Quebec,  March  24th,  1729. 


I  ought  to  inform  you,  Monseigneur,  that  eleven  Frenchmen 
and!  Father  Guignas  Jesuif,  who  had  left  fort  Pepin  to  deeoeod 
the  Mississippi  River  as  Far  as  the  Illinois  country  in  order  to 
reach  Canada  by  that  route,  were  stopped  by  the  Mascoutins 
and  Quicapous  and  taken  to  the  riviere  au  boeuf s  with  the  pur* 
pose  of  surrendering  them  to  the  Benards ;  and  that  Sieur  Mont- 
brun  and  his  brother  with  another  Frenchman  escaped  from 
their  hands  the  evening  before  they  were  to  be  delivered  to  those 
savages.  The  said  Sieur  de  Montbrun  left  his  brother  ill  among 
the  Tamaroids/  and  has  come  to  bring  this  news  to  Monsieur 
the  General;  having  warned  such  of  our  posts  as  were  on  his 
route  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  said  Mascoutins  and 
Quicapous. 


1729:     KICKAPOO  AND  MASCOUTIN  DECLARE  WAR  UPON 

THE  FOXES 

[Letters  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  16  and 
May  19,  1729.  MS.  of  the  first,  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  130;  vol. 
51,  c.  11,  fol.  132;  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  131."  The  parts  of  this  letter  were 
separated,  and  have  been  reunited  by  our  transcriber.  MS.  of  the 
second,  in  the  Quebec  provincial  archives.] 

MoNssiGNSUB — The  son  of  the  Sieur  Deschaillons,  com- 
mandant at  the  fort  of  Detroit,  arrived  in  this  tovm  yesterday 


iThe  Tamarois  were  an  Illinois  tribe  located  near  the  village  of 
Cahokla. — Ed. 
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About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  with  letters  from  Beveraid 
Father  Gnignas  and  from  the  officer  commanding  at  the  river 
St  Joseph,  by  means  of  which  I  have  learned  that  the  Qiiica- 
poux  and  Mascontins  have  refused  to  deliver  the  French  (whom 
they  detained  last  autumn)  into  the  hands  of  the  Eenards,  who 
Came  on  two  different  occasions  into  ihe  village  of  the  Quica- 
poux  and  Maskoutins  to  demand  them ;  That  the  Renards  were 
affronted  by  that  refusal  and  (on  their  way  home)  had  entered 
three  Quicapoux  cabins  and  had  killed  two  young  men, — one 
a  Quicapoux  and  the  other  a  Maskoutin ;  That,  after  this  attack, 
the  Quicapoux  had  sent  to  the  Ayowetz^  to  request  them  not  to 
give  shelter  to  the  Renards  in  their  territory  And  that 
thiey  had,  at  the  same  time,  Sent  some  Quicapoux  with  Mon- 
sieur de  Boucherville  to  the  Hinois  in  order  to  sue  for  peace 
with  the  French  and  the  savages  of  that  quarter,  to  assure  them 
of  their  rupture  with  the  Renards,  and  to  take  together  the 
necessary  steps  for  Avenging  themselves  on  that  common 
Enemy. 

It  appears,  Monseigneur,  from  the  Letters  of  Reverend  father 
Ghiignoss  (Extracts  wherefrom  I  have  the  honor  of  sending 
you)  that  the  Escape  of  the  Sienr  de  Montbrun  and  of  the  two 
Frenchmen  who  fled  with  him  prevented  the  Maskoutins  and 
Quicapoux  from  delivering  the  French  of  whom  they  were 
masters  into  the  hands  of  the  Renards,  and  led'  tJiemi  to  give 
them  kind  treatment,  in  a  manner  which  Reverend  father 
Ghiignoss  and  the  French  who  remained  with  him  did  not  in 
the  least  expect.  The  Sioux  for  their  part  have  treated  the 
French  who  remained  in  their  fort  very  well  and  guarded  them 
throughout  the  entire  winter  in  the  fear  that  they  might  be 
attacked  by  tlio  Renards.  This  news  which  re-assures  \is  as 
to  the  Fate  of  our  French,  leads  us  to  think  that  the  nations  in 
the  upper  country,  both  of  the  Mississipy  and  of  Canada,  are 
about  to  form  a  league  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war  in  Earnest 
against  the  Renards.    It  seems  important  to  foster  these  favor- 

iThe  Iowa,  a  Siouan  tribe,  Uving  in  ^Minnesota  when  first  known 
to  the  French.    In  1736,  they  numbered  perhaps  400  to  500,  with  80 

warriors. — ^Bd. 
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able  dispositions  by  presents,  And  we  cannot  avoid  giving  some 
to  the  Maskoutins  and  Qnicapoux  to  confirm  them  in  the  reso- 
lution that  they  have  taken  to  wage  war  against  the  Renards. 
I  have  gathered  also  from  all  that  has  been  written  to  me  by  the 
•commandants  of  the  poets  in  the  npper  country,  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  furnish  the  assistance  of  some  Frenchmen  to  the 
nations  who  are  about  to  go  to  war  against  the  Renards;  but 
this  I  shall  always  do  with  much  caution  on  account  of  the 
eotpense  that  will  have  to  be  incurred.  The  rupture  of  the 
Maskoutins  and  Quicapoux  with  the  Renards  will  constitute 
a  strong  barrier  between  the  Ilinois  country  and  that  of  the 
Renards. 

Although  the  army  sent  against  the  latter  has  not  produced 
all  the  Result  expected  from  it,  it  has  nevertheless  made  a  great 
impression  on  the  Minds  of  the  tribes  who  seemed  to  Wish  to 
despise  us,  and  we  have  all  the  more  reason  to  believe  that 
-the  step  now  taken  by  the  Maskoutins  and  Quicapoux  against 
lihe  Renards  is  due  solely  to  the  Example  of  what  has  been 
Aone  among  their  Neighbors,  and  to  the  fear  that  we  might 
wage  war  against  them. 

The  Frenchman  who  is  said  to  have  been  killed  by  the  Pu- 
,ants,  is  a  young  man  thirty  two  years  old,  who  had  remained 
with  the  foUes  avoines,  the  eldest  son  of  Monsieur  de  la  None, 
a  Captain  of  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur.  Tour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauhabnois 

Quebec.  May  16th,  1729. 

P.  S.  I  also  append  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  me  by 
Reverend  father  Guignoss  previous  to  his  departure  from  the 
Sioux  country.  It  will  show  you,  Monseigneur,  what  danger 
there  would  be  in  farming  out  the  posts  of  the  upper  country 
to  merchants  for  the  purpose  of  exploiting  the  same  as  has  been 
proposed  to  you,  because  the  sole  object  of  those  persons  is  their 
-own  particular  interest  (as  you  will  see  by  reading  that  Letter) 
.and  the  interests  of  the  Eing  would  always  suffer  considerably. 
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May  19,  1729. 

Ton  will  see,  Monsieur,  by  all  the  docnments  Accompanying 
this  packet  containing  agreeable  news  for  the  two  colonies  whidi 
I  believe  will  gfve  pleasure  to  Monsieur  the  Comte  de  Manrepas, 
that  the  army  of  the  King  sent  last  year  against  the  Renards 
was  not  useless.  It  made  such  an  impression  upon  all  their 
neighbors  that  the  Xikapous  and  Masooutins  are  about  to  de- 
dare  war  against  them.  They  have,  at  the  same  time,  sent  two 
of  their  people  with  Monsieur  Boucherville  among  the  Illinois 
to  make  their  peace  with  the  French  and  Savages  of  that  region, 
to  assure  them  of  their  rupture  with  the  Renards,  and  to  take 
measures  together  to  avenge  themselves  on  this  common  enemy. 
They  have  also  sent  orders  to  the  Scioux  not  to  give  the  Renards 
any  refuge ;  the  Scioux  have  promised  our  people  not  to  give 
them  any  asylum  whatever.  As  the  Renard's  country  has  been 
laid  waste,  they  are  placed  in  a  situation  where  ihey  can  be  easily 
destroyed,  toward  which  end  we,  on  our  part,  should  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  completely.  Monsieur,  Tour  very 

humble  and  verv  obedient  servant, 

Beauhabnois 

p.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
pany of  the  Indies.  I  send  them  congratulations  on  the  good 
news  for  the  two  colonies.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
mil  forward  it  to  them. 


1729:     WESTERN  INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  July  21, 
1729,  giving  a  report  of  an  annual  gathering  of  Indians.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  125.] 

MoNSEiGXEUB — It  givcs  me  much  pleasure  to  have  the  honor 

of  Informing  you  concerning  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare 

of  this  Colony;  And  those  that  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 

deputations  that  most  of  the  Savage  nations  have  Sent  to  me 

Are  too  favorable  to  allow  me  to  defer  the  honor  of  giving  you 

an  Account  of  the  same. 
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I  have  never  before  seen  so  many  savages  from  different 
Places  as  have  come  down  this  year  to  Montreal.  The  Outa- 
wacs  and  Sautenx  from  Missilimakinac^  Came  her©  two  days 
after  my  arrival  to  inform  me  of  what  had  passed  among  the 
Eenards  and  to  Know  what  I  wished  them  to  Do. 

The  Sakis  and  Poutfionatamis  of  the  river  St  Jose{^  Came 
with  the  same  object.* 

The  Hurons,  Ponteouatmis,  and  Outawacs  of  detroit  also 
came  down  for  that  purpose. 

The  Miarais  and  Ouyatanons  [blank  s^paoe  in  MS.] 

The  nipissingiies  and  Tabitibis  of  the  post  of  Temiscamingiie* 
have  also  Come  to  offer  me  their  services. 

The  Testes  de  boiiles*  who  dwell  on  the  height  of  land  toward 
the  shores  of  the  northern  Sea,  have  sent  three  of  their  people 
to  assure  me  of  their  attachment  to  the  French. 

The  Benards  who  have  attacked  the  Quicapoux,  Masooutins, 
f olles  avoines,  and  sauteux  have  So  irritated  the  nations  of  the 
upper  country  against  them  that  there  is  not  one  of  these 
who  is  not  disposed  to  wage  war  on  them.  The  Sioux  and 
ayowets  have  refused  to  give  them  shelter  in  their  lands;  so  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  return  to  their  former  Village  where 
thev  Are  surrounded  bv  all  theee  nations  who  are  at  war  with 


2  These  were  the  chief  tribes  about  Bilackinac,  hostile  to  the  Foxes 
and  loyal  to  the  French.    See  Wis.  Hist  Colls,,  xvi,  index. — E^o. 

2  The  French  had  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  to  detach  bodies 
uf  Wisconsin  Indians  from  too  close  neighborhood  with  the  Foxes. 
The  Potawatomi  (Pout^uatami),  and  the  Sauk  (Sakis,  had  gone  in 
large  numbers  to  the  post  at  St.  Joseph.  See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  t,  p.  94; 
xvi,  pp.  393,  397,  399.— Be. 

3  This  was  a  post  on  an  upper  tributary  of  the  Ottawa  River,  estab- 
lished for  the  benefit  of  the  Niplssings  (Nipissinques),  and  Abittibis 
(Tabitibis)  of  the  river  of  the  same  name  fiowing  into  Hudson  Bay. 
The  former  tribe  were  first  visited  by  Champlain  in  1613;  they  fied 
to  the  North  before  the  Iroquois.  At  present  they  occupy  a  reserva- 
tion of  64,000  acres  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Nipisfiing,  and  in  1897 
had  a  population  of  200.  See  Alexander  Henry,  Travels  and  Adven- 
tures (Bain's  ed.,  Boston,  1901),  p.  30,  note. — E^o. 

*See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  114,  115,  note  2.— Ed. 
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what  His  Majesty  may  decide  in  Connectioii  with  the  peace 
that  they  ask.  The  Frendi  who  have  remained  among  the 
sioux  write  me  that  they  will  not  abandon  the  fort  where  they 
are  unless  they  receive  orders  to  do  so.  Thus  as  I  have  sent 
them  tidings  by  some  Frenchmen  among  those  who  made  tiie 
treaty  respecting  the  Establishment  of  the  post  among  the  Sioux, 
who  asked  me  this  Summer  for  permission  to  go  up  there,  I 
tiiink  that  they  will  hold  their  fort  and  will  remain  there.  On 
the  other  hand  The  sioux  will  protect  them  still  more  when  they 
see  that  we  continue  to  Send  them  what  they  need,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  do  so  this  year. 
These  Frenchmen  were  met  by  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  in  the 
vicinity  of  Missilimakinac. 

I  have  received  word  from  the  Commandant  of  that  Place 
that  a  band  of  fifty  Outawacks  had  started  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Renards ;  that  out  of  these  fifty,  thirteen  had  returned ;  but 
that  they  proposed  to  start  again  in  the  Spring  with  the  folle 
avoines  to  go  to  the  country  [of  the  Renards].  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  that  nation  will  decrease  every  day,  for  all  its 
Keighbors  are  its  Enemies. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  has  told  me  that  during  His  Stay 
in  the  Renard  Village,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  strike  a  blow 
at  them,  and  killed  one  man  and  one  woman ;  That  the  Renards 
made  up  a  band  of  thirty  men  to  fall  on  the  folles  avoines  who 
were  only  twelve  in  number;  but  they  came  back  with  three 
men  wounded  without  having  killed  or  wounded  any  of  the 
folles  avoines.  I  must  not  omit,  Monseigneur,  to  inform  you 
that  the  cries  ^  are  to  start  forthwith  from  their  Village  loaded 
with  presents  to  make  peace  with  the  sauteux  of  la  pointe  de 
Ghagoiiamigon,  with  whom  they  were  at  war  for  a  long  time. 
I  had  advised  the  Commandant  of  that  post  to  urge  the  Savages 
as  much  as  he  could  to  do  so  and  to  strengthen  the  peace  be- 
tween those  Nations. 


<Cree   or    Christinaux    Indians.    See    Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl.  p.  ISO. 
note  2.— Ed. 
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former  because  they  had  made  peace  with  the  Testes  plates, 
without  saying  anything  to  any  one.  I  Listened  to  all  their 
reasons  and  when  I  saw  that  they  were  going  too  far,  I  made 
them  put  a  stop  to  it,  And  told  them  to  Listen  to  the  word  of 
their  father.  Everything  passed  off  very  well,  and  they  de- 
parted good  friends.^ 


1729:     THE  FOXES  SUE  FOR  PEACE 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Aug.  11,  1729. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  131.] 

MoNSEioNEUR — I  have  the  honor  of  Sending  you  annexed 
to  this  the  Extract  from  a  letter  that  Monsieur  de  la  Come* 
lias  written  to  me  since  my  arrival  in  Quebec,  by  which  you 
will  see  the  steps  taken  by  the  Renards  to  sue  for  peace.  Though 
these  savages  have  not  adhered  to  that  which  was  granted  them 
in  the  past,  and  have  always  broken  the  word  that  they  have 
given,  It  is  to  be  presumed,  IMonseigneur,  that  in  the  present 
position  of  their  affairs  they  would  remain  quiet  If  their  request 
were  granted.  They  formerly  had  resources  which  they  no 
longer  have  and  since  they  find  Themselves  abandoned  by  all  the 
nations  and  even  by  their  allies  (as  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  You)  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will 
keep  quiet     If  they  come  down  with  the  Sieur  de  la  Je^- 


iFor  the  Huron  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls,,  xvl,  index.  The  Testes  plates 
("Flat-heads")  was  the  Iroquois  appellation  for  the  Southern  tribes, 
Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  etc.  This  arbitration  of  differences  between 
neighboring  tribes  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  functions  of  a  Cana- 
dian governor  in  relation  to  his  red  "children." — Ei). 

2  Jean  Louis  de  la  Come,  Sieur  de  Chapt,  was  a  noted  French  offi- 
cer, captain,  and  governor  of  the  town  of  Montreal.  He  was  thus 
characterized  in  1732:  "an  excellent  man,  active,  vigilant,  loving  the 
service"— (A'.  Y.  Col.  Docs.,  ix.  p.  1033).  He  died  In  1734,  leaving  sev- 
eral sons  who  were  prominent  officers  In  the  colony. — ^Ed. 
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place  had  told  him  that  their  business  was  going  well,  showing 
even  some  presents  which  he  said  Ihe  French  had  made  him^  the 
Piiants  and  Foxes  asked  from  the  French  a  man  of  the  Sioux 
fort  to  accompany  them  to  their  village,  and  from  it  they  would 
take  away  several  chiefs  with  him,  to  go  to  the  St  Joseph's 
river  to  ascertain  the  news  from  the  commandant ;  and  because 
he  thought  their  Father  has  their  respect,  and  in  order  that 
he  might  bear  witness  that  they  had  not  in  any  way  molested 
them,  Le  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  proposed  to  go  with  them ;  and 
left  the  Sioux  village  with  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  in  order  to  go 
to  theii'  village,  where  they  had  no  sooner  arrived  than  they 
detained  him  twenty-one  days  without  his  being  able  to  find  out 
what  would  be  his  lot ;  finally  at  the  end  of  the  time  he  left  them 
with  fourteen  Foxes  in  order  to  proceed  to  St  Joseph's  river. 
When  they  arrived  there  they  told  the  commandant  that  they  had 
brought  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  without  doing  him  any  harm 
whatsoever,  for  they  hoped  he  would  speak  in  their  favor  to  their 
Father  and  that  he  would  obtain  pardon  for  them.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  them  to  go  as  far  as  Montreal,  but  the  fear  they  had  of 
meeting  some  of  their  enemies  decided  them  to  return  home  after 
three  days'  tarry  at  St  Joseph's  river.  The  Sieur  de  la  Jem- 
eraye adds  that  during  his  sojourn  at  the  Foxes'  village  the  Folle 
'Avoines  came  there  to  give  battle,  and  killed  a  man  and  a 
woman.  The  Foxes  sallied  from  their  village  to  the  number  of 
thirty  to  fight  the  Folle  Avoines,  who  were  only  twelve;  there 
were  three  of  their  men  wounded  and  the  others  returned  to  the 
village. 
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1729:     THE  FOXES  IN  EXTREMITIES 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  1,  1729. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  hut  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  135.] 

MoNssiGNEUB — The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye,  a  cadet  in  His 
Majesty's  troops,  one  of  the  French  who  wintered  among  the 
sioux,  arrived  in  this  Town  yesterday  without  bringing  with 
him  the  Renard  chiefs  who  were  expected  and  who  had  Induced 
the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  to  accompany  them  from  the  Sioux 
Village  to  the  river  St.  Joseph.  When  those  Eenards  arrived 
there  they  said  that  they  feared  to  fall  into  the  ambushes  of 
Enemies  who  would  lie  in  wait  for  them  everywhere  if  they 
should  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes. 
I  have  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  to  Send  You  a  copy  of  the 
report  that  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  has  made  to  me  respecting 
what  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  Puants  and  Renards,  About 
sixty  cabins  of  whom  were  Camped  at  a  gim-shot  from  the  fort 
that  the  French  built  among  the  sioux  On  the  shore  of  Lake 
Pepin.  The  Renards  took  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the 
sioux  (who  were  all  away  hunting)  to  speak  to  our  French, 
about  their  affairs.  You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  that  they  know 
not  what  means  to  adopt  to  obtain  the  friendship  of  the  French. 
The  proposal  that  they  made  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  (when 
ihey  left  the  sioux  country)  that  he  should  accompany  them  to 
their  Village,  and  there  detach  some  of  their  Chiefs  to  go  with 
him  to  the  river  St.  Joseph  and  render  an  account  to  the  comh 
mandant  of  their  good  behavior  toward  the  French  with  whom 
they  had  wintered;  and  The  words  sent  to  me  by  that  com- 
mandant on  behalf  of  one  of  the  Renard  chiefs  (a  copy  whereof 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you)  ;  are  proofs  of  their  docility  and 
of  their  desire  to  be  at  peace  with  us.  But  as  they  have  not 
come  down,  and  as  the  lateness  of  the  season  does  not  permit  us 
to  send  any  word  to  them  Respecting  their  request,  I  Hope, 
Monseigneur,  to  be  in  a  Position  next  Spring  (if  you  will  have 
the  kindness  to  send  me  your  orders  On  this  matter  via  New- 
England)  to. comply  with  the  Intentions  of  the  Court,  and  with 
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what  His  Majesty  may  decide  in  Coimecti<m  with  the  peace 
that  they  ask.  The  Frendi  who  have  rooiained  among  the 
sioux  write  me  that  they  will  not  abandon  the  fort  where  they 
are  nnlesa  Ihey  receive  orders  to  do  so.  Thus  as  I  have  sent 
them  tidings  by  some  Frenchmen  among  those  who  made  the 
treaty  respecting  the  Establishment  of  the  post  among  the  Sioox, 
who  asked  me  this  Summer  for  permission  to  go  up  there,  I 
think  that  they  will  hold  their  fort  and  will  remain  there.  On 
the  other  hand  The  sioux  will  protect  them  still  more  when  they 
see  that  we  continue  to  Send  them  what  ihey  need,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  do  so  this  year. 
These  Frenchmen  were  met  by  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  in  the 
vicinity  of  Missilimakinac. 

I  have  received  word  from  the  Commandant  of  that  Place 
that  a  band  of  fifty  Outawacks  had  started  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Renards ;  that  out  of  these  fifty,  thirteen  had  returned ;  but 
that  they  proposed  to  start  again  in  the  Spring  with  the  foUe 
avoinos  to  go  to  the  country  [of  the  Renards].  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  that  nation  will  decrease  every  day,  for  all  its 
Keighl)or8  are  its  Enemies. 

The  Siour  de  la  Jemeraye  has  told  me  that  during  His  Stay 
in  the  Ronard  Village,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  strike  a  blow 
at  them,  and  killed  one  man  and  one  woman ;  That  the  Renards 
made  up  a  band  of  thirty  men  to  fall  on  the  folles  avoines  who 
were  only  twelve  in  number;  but  they  came  back  with  three 
men  woimded  without  having  killed  or  wounded  any  of  the 
folles  avoines.  I  must  not  omit,  Monseigneur,  to  inform  you 
that  the  cries ^  are  to  start  forthwith  from  their  Village  loaded 
with  presents  to  make  peace  with  the  sautcux  of  la  pointe  do 
CJhagoiiamigon,  with  whom  they  were  at  war  for  a  long  time. 
I  had  advised  the  Commandant  of  that  post  to  urge  the  Savages 
as  much  as  he  could  to  do  so  and  to  strengthen  the  peace  be- 
tween those  Nations. 


<Cree   or   Christinaux    Indians.    See    Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xri,  p.  189. 
note  2.— Ed. 
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place  had  told  him  that  their  business  was  going  well,  showing 
even  some  presents  which  he  said  the  French  had  made  him,  the 
Piiants  and  Foxes  asked  from  the  French  a  man  of  the  Sioux 
fort  to  accompany  them  to  their  village,  and  from  it  they  would 
take  away  several  chiefs  with  him,  to  go  to  the  St  Joseph's 
river  to  ascertain  the  news  from  the  commandant ;  and  because 
he  thought  their  Father  has  their  respect,  and  in  order  that 
he  might  bear  witness  that  they  had  not  in  any  way  molested 
them,  Le  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  proposed  to  go  with  them ;  and 
left  the  Sioux  village  with  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  in  order  to  go 
to  theii'  village,  where  they  had  no  sooner  arrived  than  they 
detained  him  twenty-one  days  without  his  being  able  to  find  out 
what  would  be  his  lot ;  finally  at  the  end  of  the  time  he  left  them 
with  fourteen  Foxes  in  order  to  proceed  to  St  Joseph's  river. 
When  they  arrived  there  they  told  the  commandant  that  they  had 
brought  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  without  doing  him  any  harm 
whatsoever,  for  they  hoped  he  would  speak  in  their  favor  to  their 
Father  and  that  he  would  obtain  pardon  for  them.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  them  to  go  as  far  as  Montreal,  but  the  fear  they  had  of 
meeting  some  of  their  enemies  decided  them  to  return  home  after 
three  days'  tarry  at  St.  Joseph's  river.  The  Sieur  de  la  Jem- 
eraye adds  that  during  his  sojourn  at  the  Foxes'  village  the  FoUe 
Avoines  came  there  to  give  battle,  and  killed  a  man  and  a 
woman.  The  Foxes  sallied  from  their  village  to  the  nimiber  of 
thirty  to  fight  the  Folle  Avoines,  who  were  only  twelve;  there 
were  three  of  their  men  wounded  and  the  others  returned  to  the 
village. 
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1729:     EXPENSES  OF  EXPEDITION  OF  1728 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  This  is  evidently  in  reply  to  accusa- 
tions against  Lignery  for  extravagance  in  his  expedition  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press* 
mark,  "Canada.  Corresp.  g§n.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  41."] 

MONSEIGNEUB 

******** 
We  have  commtinicated!  to  Sieur  de  Lignery  what  you 
were  pleased  to  vrnte  to  us  respecting  the  Goods  that  he 
has  left  at  Missilimakinae.  For  his  justification  he  says  that 
he  had  not  charge  of  the  Goods  and  munitions  delivered 
from  the  King's  magazines  on  Monsieur  Dupuy's  order;  That 
there  was  a  Commissary  Appointed  to  Follow  the  army  who 
had  charge  of  those  things ;  That  he  Elnew  that  munitions  had 
been  delivered  from  the  magazines  to  effect  Purchases  of  Food 
and  that  they  were  nearly  all  Employed  either  in  buying  pro- 
visions or  were  distributed  among  various  savage  tribes  in  order 
to  Induce  them  to  follow  the  Army ;  That  they  did  not  Suffice 
by  a  good  deal  to  purchase  the  necessary  Provisions  for  three 
hundred  savages  brought  by  the  Sieur  de  Noyan^  to  Missili- 
makinae to  join  the  army,  who  arrived  twenty  days  before  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery ;  That  none  or  at  least  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  goods  destined  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  com  and 
grease  went  to  Missilimakinae  as  you  may  See,  Monseigneur,  by 

1  Pierre  Jacques  Pay  an  de  Noyan  (Noyau),  Sieur  de  Chavols  (Cha- 
ncy), was  a  nephew  of  Longueull  and  Iberville.  Bom  in  1695,  he 
served  with  distinction  in  both  Canada  and  Liouisiana.  An  official  re- 
port of  173G  {Can.  Arch.,  1891>,  p.  28)  says  of  him:  "35  to  40  years. 
A  good  officer,  quick-witted  and  intelligent.  Steady.  Adopted  by  the 
Iroquois.  Ensign,  1712;  lieutenant.  1722;  captain,  1729."  He  served 
with  Bienville  in  Louisiana,  being  second  in  command  of  the  ill-fated 
expedition  against  the  Chickasaws  in  1736.  During  the  English  wars 
he  commanded  several  posts,  was  governor  of  Trois  Rivieres,  and  very 
influential  with  the  Iroquois.  In  1758  he  was  with  an  inadequate  force 
placed  in  command  of  Fort  Frontenac,  being  obliged  to  surrender  to 
the  English.  Later  he  was  exchanged  for  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  whom 
Montcalm  had  captured  at  Oswego. —  Ed. 
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tlie  two  annexed  Statements  marked  one  and  two ;  That  if  be 
left  the  manitiona  meDtioned  in  those  Statements  at  missili- 
makinac  he  could  not  avoid  doing  ao  owing  to  the  loss  of  twelve 
Cpnoea  whose  Crews  were  placed  in  the  others;  moreover  a  por- 
tion of  those  munitions  served  to  pay  the  garrison  of  Miasi- 
limakinao  who  had  received  no  payment  This  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  1384  livres,  6  sols,  and  3  deniers. 

According  to  the  annexed  Extract  which  Shall  be  taken  in 
special  aocoimt,  Thp  Sieiir  de  Lignery  also  adds  Aat,  as  neither 
be  nor  the  Officers  were  able  to  restrain  the  Savages,  nor  even 
the  habitants  on  their  return  from  the  Village  of  the  Kenards, 
be  was  unable  to  have  such  order  observed  as  would  be  expected 
from  a  Body  of  diaeiplined  troops.  He  falls  back  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  Sieur  de  Beaiihamois  commanding  him, 
for  fear  that  the  army  might  suffer  from  want  of  provisions,  to 
have  some  purchased  wherever  there  might  be  any,  to  be  paid 
for  at  Quebec  on  the  certificate  of  the  Sieur  du  Laurent,  the 
commissary  in  charge  of  the  Provisions,  countersigned  by  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery. 

It  seema,  Monseigneiir,  that  he  took  it  literally  and  acted  ac- 
cordingly. It  is  tnie  that  it  was  not  Explained,  but  neither 
was  there  any  question  of  buying  Provisions  after  Eifty  days 
marching  while  he  bad  enough  for  four  months,  and  these 
Purchases  were  to  be  Effected  only  on  returning  from  th« 
country  of  the  Renards.  Moreover,  the  Goods  destined  for 
purehasing  provisions  for  the  Savages  (in  case  there  was  a 
dearth  of  the  same)  should  have  been  more  than  aiifBcient  if  not 
Needlessly  consumed.  Neither  was  there  any  order  to  Induce 
the  Savages  to  Follow  him  or  to  give  them  presents  to  Incite 
them  to  do  ao.  He  should  Merely  have  received  those  who  ■ 
offered  Themselves  Willinftly  without  incurring  any  expense 
therefor.  Had  he  acted  on  these  principles  the  purchnae  of 
Provisions  would  not  have  exceeded  the  quantity  of  Goods 
assigned  for  that  purpose,  nor  would  he  have  found  himself 
comiioncd  to  '■anse  goods  to  be  (riven  him  on  the  certificates  of 
the  Sieur  du  Laurent  as  he  has  done.     But  with  respect  to  this 
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Item  as  well  as  to  His  entire  Statement,  there  seems  to  have 
been  great  abuse,  which  should  necessitate  Explanations  and 
Information  which  it  is  almost  Impossible  to  obtain.  The  Sieui 
de  Lignery  oontents  himself  with  stating  that  everything  was 
consumed  with  the  exception  of  the  little  that  remained  at  Mis- 
silimakinac;  and  establishing  this  by  the  Statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure reported  by  the  Commissary  accompanying  the  army, 
which  shows  in  Reality  many  purchases  of  Provisions,  many 
presents  to  the  savages,  and  other  expenses,  a  considerable  por- 
tion whereof  he  could  have  curtailed  had  he  acted  with  all  the 
economy  that  he  should  have  displayed,  and  had  he  Considered 
his  majesty's  Interests  alone.  Such  is  the  pnidence  which  he 
should  have  observed,  and  which  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  could 
not  Explain  in  the  order  that  he  gave  him  for  the  purchase  of 
Provisions,  because  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  the  various 
circumstances  that  might  arise  during  a  Campaign  of  Four  or 
five  months'  duration.  We  admit  however  that  if  every  officer 
had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  munitions  in  His  Canoe  there 
would  have  been  less  waste.  Monsieur  Diipuy  ordered  other- 
wise and  committed  the  Goods  to  the  charge  of  the  Sieur  du 
Laurent,  a  Willing  Young  man  but  Without  Experience,  who 
Was  Unable  to  Control  the  consumption  of  the  same,  for  the 
canoes  of  the  Army  were  distributed  by  brigades  and  were 
formed  into  one  body  only  at  la  Baye. 

All  these  reasons  have  determined  us,  Monseigneur,  to  await 
further  commands  from  you  respecting  the  Sieur  de  Lignery. 
The  Sieur  Hocquart  will  give  orders  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the 
munitions  and  Effects  left  by  the  Sieur  de  Lignery,  the  younger, 
at  Missilimakinac  with  the  Sieur  Dubuisson,^  the  present  com- 
mandant at  that  Post. 

We  shall  continue,  Monseigneur,  to  devote  all  our  attention 
to  Preventing  the  English  from  coming  to  carry  on  any  Trade 
in  the  Colony,  and  to  the  Execution  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  the 
inontli  of  October  1727.     And  notwithstanding  any  representa- 


iFor  biographical  sketcli  of  Dubuisson,  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  t,  p. 
118;  xvi,  index.— Ed. 
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tions  that  may  be  made  to  us  under  pretext  of  payments  of  debts 
between  the  English  and  the  French,  we  shall  manifest  no  com- 
plaisance, and  we  shall  punish  severely  all  who  may  infringe 
his  Majesty^s  orders. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants 

BsAnHABKOI& 
HOOQUABT.^ 


(Enclosure    with    the    preceding    document     Source    the   same,    but 

fol.  47.] 

The  following  effects  were  also  embarked  in  the  said  Capoes 
for  the  purchase  of  Provisions  in  the  upper  Country  for  the 
said  party: 

108  ells  of  cloth  in  6  pieces 

124i(;  ells  of  molleton* 

4  dozen  Morlaix*  shirts  for  men 

4  dozen  ditto  for  women 

2  dozen  ditto  for  boys 

400  Pounds  of  fine  powder 

8  barrels  for  the  powder 

600  Pounds  of  ball 

400  Pounds  of  lead 

20  double  Sacks  containing  6  and  %  ells. 

Made  out  at  Montreal  on  the  Thirtieth  June  one  thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  twenty  eight  Signed:  Roebert.  And 
lower  down :  Examined,  daigremont. 

A  True  CJopy 

HOCQUABT. 

Quebec,  October  25th.  1729. 


1  Gilles  Hocquart  was  intendant  of  Canada  from  Oct.  1,  1728  to 
Sept.  1,  1748.  During  his  long  term  of  office  he  acquitted  himself  With 
unusual  ability,  managed  Canadian  finances  with  integrity,  and  at- 
tempted to  develop  the  resources  of  the  colony. — Ed. 

2  A  kind  of  treble-milled  cotton  cloth. — Ed. 

•'^Morlaix  is  a  Breton  town,  near  the  English  Channel,  noted  for  Its 
linen  manufacture. — Ed. 
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1729:     IMPORTANCE  OF  POST  AMONG  THE  SIOUX 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hpcquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  22.  An  abstract  of  the  same  is  given  in  N.  Y. 
Colon  Does.,  ix,  pp.  1016,  1017;  also  in  Margry,  Dccouv.  et  ^tabl,  vi, 
pp.  559-565.] 

MONSEIGNEUR 

♦  ♦  *  *  *  *  *  * 

It  is  true  that  the  fort  built  by  the  French  among  the  Sioux 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Pepin  seemfi  to  be  in  a  bad  situation  on 
account  of  the  overflow  of  the  Waters,  but  really  in  1727  They 
rose  higher  than  tJiey  have  ever  done  before,  according  to  what 
the  savages  say,  and  this  may  be  relied  on,  for  this  year  They 
have  not  approached  tlie  fort. 

When  the  Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  placed  the  fort  at  that  Spot, 
he  had  previously  caused  the  savages  to  be  asked  whether  it 
would  be  safe  from  Inundations,  and  the  answer  received  was 
that  the  Waters  did  not  rise  to  that  height  He  considered  at 
the  same  time  that  he  could  not  place  it  in  a  better  Spot,  both 
as  regards  the  quality  of  the  land  suitable  for  Cultivation  and 
on  aceounit  of  the  abundance  of  Game.  These  two  reasons,  one 
being  as  necessary  as  the  other  (added  to  what  the  savages  had 
told  him  Respecting  the  Immdation  that  he  feared),  induced 
him  to  decide  upon  placing  the  Fort  at  that  Spot  after  consider- 
ing all  its  advantages.  But  as  it  may  happen  that  the  Waters 
will  rise  as  They  did  in  1727,  the  fort  might  be  placed  four  or 
five  Arpents  from  the  shore  of  the  Lake  Without  this  Removal 
being  prejudicial  to  the  Views  that  caused  it  to  be  built  at  the 
Spot  where  it  now  is. 

It  does  not  seem  probable,  Monseigneur,  that  either  the  Set- 
tlement or  the  fort  should  have  given  any  Umbrage  to  the  sioux, 
who  had  themselves  asked  for  it,  and  the  good  reception  that 
they  gave  the  French  on  their  arrival  among  them  seems  to 
contradict  what  has  been  written  to  you  on  the  subject.  It  is 
quite  true  that  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  French  those 
Savages  started  on  their  hunt,  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of  doing 
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for  their  Subsistence  and  that  of  their  families  who  have  no 
other  means  of  Livelihood,  since  they  sow  nothing.  I  have  just 
been  informed  that  their  absence  was  due  solely  to  their  meeting 
(on  arriving  at  their  Hunting  grounds)  a  number  of  the  prairie 
sioux  who  Asked  them  to  join  them  in  their  war  against  the 
Mahas;^  they  agreed  to  do  so  and  that  is  the  reason  why  we 
had  no  news  of  them  by  the  (^noe  that  the  Sieur  de  la  PerriSne 
had  Sent  with  ten  men  to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  them, 
for  they  returned  only  in  the  month  of  July  Following. 

When  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  that  I  had  said 
nothing  to  you  on  the  design  that  I  had  had  of  Establishing  the 
post  among  the  sioux,  it  was  solely,  Monseigneur,  in  Execution 
of  the  article  of  the  King's  memorial  of  one  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  twenty  six  ordering  me  to  neglect  nothing  to  carry 
out  His  Majesty's  Views  respecting  an  Establishment  at  that 
Place,  and  to  Induce  two  missionaries  to  go  with  the  com- 
mandant whom  I  sent  there.  I  Felt  the  necessity  of  this  too 
much  not  to  give  all  my  attention  to  it.  The  welfare  of  the 
service,  that  of  the  Colony,  and  of  "Religion,  were  at  stake,  and 
what  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  about  it 
seems  to  contain  these  three  principles.  Moreover,  it  seemed 
all  the  more  necessary  to  have  Established  that  post  since  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Renards  (in  their  defeat)  would  have 
found  refuge  among  the  sioux  had  not  the  French  been  estab- 
lished there.  And  at  present  we  attribute  the  docility  and  sub- 
mission manifested  by  the  Renards  solelv  to  the  attentions  and 
to  the  advantageous  offers  made  by  the  Sioux  to  the  French  of 
which  the  Renards  are  fullv  aware. 

The  post  would  therefore  be  necessary  in  order  to  ^Maintain 
the  sioux  in  these  happy  dispositions,  to  keep  the  Renards  in 
check,  and  to  frustrate  the  steps  that  they  might  take  to  win  the 
hearts  of  the  Sioux,  who  will  always  reject,  their  proposals  so 
long  as  they  see  the  French  among  them,  and  so  long  as  the  post 
that  we  have  Established  there  shall  exist.  But  although  all  the 
advantages  that  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  pointing  out  to  You 


1  See  Wis.  Hist,  Colls. ^  xvl,  p.  100,  note. — Ed. 
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in  oannection  with  the  Importance  of  maintaining  that  Estab- 
lishment seem  to  me  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  I  cannot  how- 
over  come  to  any  decision  until  I  have  received  news  of  the 
French  who  asked  me  leave  to  go  up  there  this  Summer  with  a 
Canoe  loaded  with  Goods,  and  who  expect  to  pass  by  way  of  the 
sauteux  of  la  pointe ;  and  until  I  am  sure  that  the  French  who 
have  wintered  there  have  not  abandoned  the  fort,  And  that  the 
sioux  are  in  the  same  Dispositions.  Moreover  it  does  not  seem 
very  easy  in  the  present  juncture  to  maintain  that  Post  without 
having  a  lasting  peace  with  the  Renards.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  majority  of  the  Company  that  made  the  treaty  of  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  Sending  You  a  Copy,  have  renounced  it 
and  no  longer  Wish  to  send  there.  The  rupture  that  we  have 
had  with  the  Renards,  through  whose  country  one  must  pass  to 
go  by  Oanoe  to  the  Sioux,  have  Induced  them  to  think  of  it 
no  longer.  But  in  either  case  a  remedy  might  be  applied. 
There  is  every  probability  that  the  Renards  will  come  next  year 
to  sue  for  peace,  or  that  they  will  Send  on  Iheir  behalf.  Thus 
by  crantinsT  it  to  them  on  fair  conditions,  there  will  be  nothing 
to  fear  in  going  to  the  Sioux.  Another  Company  might  also  be 
formed  less  Numerous  than  the  first,  with  which  a  new  treaty 
could  1)0  Made ;  or  it  might  be  made  with  some  good  traders  who 
conld  nndortake  the  advance?.  Tliese  difficulties  would  thereby 
soon  Be  removed.  There  is  but  one,  Monseigneur,  which  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  unite  with  Monsieur  Hocquart  in  taking  the 
liberty  of  Pointing  out  1o  You.  It  is  that  of  sending  up  an 
officer  as  commandant  and  another  as  second  in  command  with 
some  Soldiers,  whom  it  Would  be  absolutelv  necessary  to  Send 
there  to  maintain  order  at  that  post,  and  the  Missionaries  would 
not  go  there  either  without  a  Commandant.  As  this  matter  af- 
fects iho  serv^iee  and  the  Expense  thereof  would  have  to  be 
defrayed  by  His  Majesty,  this  leads  us  to  take  the.liberty,  Mon- 
seigneur, of  asking  your  orders  on  this  point.  We  shall  Induce 
as  many  traders  of  that  post  as  we  can  to  undertake  that  expense 
(which  may  amount  to  a  thousand  or  Fifteen  hundred  livres  per 
annum  for  the  commandant  and  for  the  second  in  command,  pro 
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place  had  told  him  that  their  business  was  going  well, 
even  some  presents  which  he  said  the  French  had  made  hi 
Piiants  and  Foxes  asked  from  the  French  a  man  of  the 
fort  to  accompany  them  to  their  village,  and  from  it  they 
take  away  several  chiefs  with  him,  to  go  to  the  St  J< 
river  to  ascertain  the  news  from  the  commandant ;  and 
he  thought  their  Father  has  their  respect,  and  in  oi 
he  might  bear  witness  that  they  had  not  in  any  way 
them,  Le  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  proposed  to  go  with  thi 
left  the  Sioux  village  with  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  in  ordi 
to  theii'  village,  where  they  had  no  sooner  arrived  thi 
detained  him  twenty-one  days  without  his  being  able  to 
what  would  be  his  lot ;  finally  at  the  end  of  the  time  he  1( 
with  fourteen  Foxes  in  order  to  proceed  to  St  Joseph's 
When  they  arrived  there  they  told  the  commandant  that 
brought  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  without  doing  him  any; 
whatsoever,  for  they  hoped  he  would  speak  in  their  favor 
Father  and  that  he  would  obtain  pardon  for  them.  It  wi 
posed  to  them  to  go  as  far  as  Montreal,  but  the  fear  they 
meeting  some  of  their  enemies  decided  them  to  return  homej 
three  days'  tarry  at  St.  Joseph's  river.  The  Sieur  de  la 
eraye  adds  that  during  his  sojourn  at  the  Foxes'  village  the  X 
'Avoines  came  there  to  give  battle,  and  killed  a  man 
woman.  The  Foxes  sallied  from  their  village  to  the  numl 
thirty  to  fight  the  FoUe  Avoines,  who  were  only  twelve;  fk, 
were  three  of  their  men  wounded  and  the  others  returned  l»^ 
village. 
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1729:     EXPENSES  OF  EXPEDITION  OF  1728 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  This  is  evidently  in  reply  to  accusa- 
tions against  Lignery  for  extravagance  in  his  expedition  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark. "Canada.  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  41."] 

MoNSEIGNEUR 

We  have  coimntmicated'  to  Sieur  de  Lignery  what  you 
were  pleased  to  write  to  us  respecting  the  Goods  that  he 
has  left  at  ^lissilimakinac.  For  his  justification  he  says  that 
he  had  not  charge  of  the  Goods  and  munitions  delivered 
from  the  King's  magazines  on  Monsieur  Dupuy's  order;  That 
there  was  a  Commissary  Appointed  to  Follow  the  army  who 
had  charge  of  those  things ;  That  he  Knew  that  munitions  had 
been  delivered  from  the  magazines  to  effect  Purchases  of  Food 
and  that  they  were  nearly  all  Employed  either  in  buying  pro- 
visions or  were  distributed  among  various  savage  tribes  in  order 
to  Induce  them  to  follow  the  Army ;  That  they  did  not  Suffice 
by  a  good  deal  to  purchase  the  necessary  Provisions  for  three 
hundred  savages  brought  by  the  Sieur  de  Noyan^  to  Missili- 
makinac  to  join  the  army,  who  arrived  twenty  days  before  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery ;  That  none  or  at  least  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  goods  destined  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  com  and 
grease  went  to  Missilimakinac  as  you  may  See,  Monseigneur,  by 

1  Pierre  Jacques  Payan  de  Noyan  (Noyau),  Sieur  de  Chavois  (Cha- 
ncy), was  a  nephew  of  Longueuil  and  Iberville.  Bom  in  1695,  he 
served  with  distinction  in  both  Canada  and  Louisiana.  An  official  re- 
l*ort  of  1736  (Can.  Arch.,  1890,  p.  28)  says  of  him:  "35  to  40  years. 
A  good  officer,  quick-witted  and  intelligent.  Steady.  Adopted  by  the 
Iroquois.  Ensign,  1712;  lieutenant,  1722;  captain,  1729."  He  served 
with  Bienville  in  Louisiana,  being  second  in  command  of  the  ill-fated 
expedition  against  the  Chickasaws  in  1736.  During  the  English  wars 
he  commanded  several  posts,  was  governor  of  Trois  Rivlftres,  and  very 
influential  with  the  Iroquois.  In  1758  he  was  with  an  Inadequate  force 
I»laced  in  command  of  Fort  Frontenac,  being  obliged  to  surrender  to 
the  English.  Later  he  was  exchanged  for  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  whom 
Montcalm  had  captured  at  Oswego. — Ed. 
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the  two  annexed  Statements  marked  one  and  two;  That  if  he 
left  the  munitions  mentioned  in  those  Statements  at  missili- 
makinac  he  oonld  not  avoid  doing  so  owing  to  the  loss  of  twelve 
Cjinoos  whoso  Crews  w^ere  placed  in  the  others ;  moreover  a  por- 
tion of  those  munitions  served  to  pay  the  garrison  of  Missi- 
limakinao  who  had  received  no  payments  This  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  1384  livres,  6  sol?,  and  3  deniers. 

According  to  the  annexed  Extract  which  Shall  he  taken  in 
special  account,  Tlio  Rieur  de  Lipiery  also  adds  that^  as  neitiier 
he  nor  the  Officers  were  able  to  restrain  the  Savages,  nor  even 
the  habitants  on  their  return  from  the  Village  of  the  Benards, 
he  was  unable  to  have  such  order  ol)served  as  wouTd  be  expected 
from  a  Body  of  disciplined  troops.  He  falls  back  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  commanding  him, 
for  fear  that  the  army  might  suffer  from  want  of  provisions,  to 
have  some  purchased  wherever  there  might  be  any,  to  be  paid 
for  at  Quebec  on  the  certificate  of  the  Sieur  du  Laurent,  the 
commissary  in  charge  of  the  Provisions,  countersigned  by  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery. 

It  Rooms,  ^lonsoi/n^our,  that  ho  took  it  literally  and  acted  ac- 
cordinprly.  It  is  true  that  it  was  not  Explained,  but  neither 
was  there  any  question  of  buying  Provisions  after  Fifty  days 
marching  w^hile  he  had  enough  for  four  months,  and  these 
Purchases  wore  to  bo  Effected  only  on  returning  from  the 
count  rv  of  tho  Ttonards.  ^Moreover,  the  Goods  destined  for 
purchasing  provisions  for  the  Savages  (in  case  there  was  a 
dearth  of  the  same)  should  have  boon  more  than  sufficient  if  not 
Needlessly  consumed.  Xeither  Avas  there  any  order  to  Induce 
the  Savages  to  Follow  him  or  to  give  them  presents  to  Incite 
them  to  do  so.  He  should  Merely  have  received  those  who 
offered  Tliemselvos  Willingly  without  incurring  any  expense 
therefor.  Had  he  acted  on  these  principles  the  purchase  of 
Provisions  would  not  have  exceeded  the  quantity  of  Gktods 
assigned  for  that  purpose,  nor  would  he  have  found  himself 
com]iollod  to  oause  goods  to  bo  privon  him  on  the  certificates  of 
the  Sieur  du  Laurent  as  he  has  done.     But  with  respect  to  this 
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Item  as  "well  as  to  His  entire  Statement,  there  seems  to  have 
been  great  abuse,  which  should  necessitate  Explanations  and 
Information  which  it  is  almost  Impossible  to  obtain.  The  Sieui 
de  Lignery  contents  himself  with  stating  that  everything  waa 
consumed  with  the  exception  of  the  little  that  remained  at  Mis- 
silimakinac;  and  establishing  this  by  the  Statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure reported  by  the  Commissary  aooompianying  the  army, 
which  shows  in  Reality  many  purchases  of  Provisions,  many 
pref«ents  to  the  savages,  and  other  expenses,  a  considerable  por- 
tion whereof  he  could  have  curtailed  had  he  acted  with  all  the 
economy  that  he  should  have  displayed,  and  had  he  Considered 
his  majesty's  Interests  alone.  Such  is  the  prudence  which  he 
should  have  observed,  and  which  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  could 
not  Explain  in  the  order  that  he  gave  him  for  the  purchase  of 
Provisions,  because  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  the  various 
circumstances  that  might  arise  during  a  Campaign  of  Four  or 
five  months'  duration.  We  admit  however  that  if  every  officer 
had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  munitions  in  His  Canoe  there 
would  have  been  less  waste.  Monsieur  Dupuy  ordered  other- 
wise and  committed  the  Goods  to  the  charge  of  the  Sieur  du 
Laurent,  a  Willing  Young  man  but  Without  Experience,  who 
Was  TTnable  to  Control  the  consumption  of  the  same,  for  the 
canoes  of  the  Army  were  distributed  by  brigades  and  were 
formed  into  one  body  only  at  la  Baye. 

All  these  reasons  have  determined  us,  Monseigneur,  to  awaii 
further  commands  from  you  respecting  the  Sieur  de  Lignery. 
The  Sieur  Hocquart  will  give  orders  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the 
munitions  and  Effects  left  by  the  Sieur  de  Lignery,  the  younger, 
at  Missilimakinac  with  the  Sieur  Dubuisson,^  the  present  com- 
mandant at  that  Post. 

We  shall  continue,  Monseigneur,  to  devote  all  our  attention 
to  Preventing  the  English  from  coming  to  carry  on  any  Trade 
in  the  Colony,  and  to  the  Execution  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  the 
month  of  October  1727.     And  notwithstanding  any  representa- 


s  For  biographical  sketch  of  Dubuisson,  see  Wis,  Hist,  Colls,,  r,  p. 
118;  xvl,  index.— Ed. 
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tions  that  may  be  made  to  us  under  pretext  of  payments  of  debts 
between  the  English  and  the  French,  we  shall  manifest  no  com- 
plaisance, and  we  shall  punish  severely  all  who  may  infringis 
his  Majesty's  orders. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants 

Bbauhaskois 
hooquabt.^ 


(Enclosure    with    the    preceding    document     Source    the   same,    but 

fol.  47.] 

The  following  effects  were  also  embarked  in  the  said  Gapoes 
for  the  purchase  of  Provisions  in  the  upper  Country  for  the 
said  party: 

108  ells  of  cloth  in  6  pieces 

l-24Vr,  elLs  of  molleton* 

A-  (lozc^i  [Morlaix'  shirts  for  men 

4  dozen  ditto  for  women 

2  dozen  ditto  for  boys 

400  Pounds  of  fine  powder 

8  barrels  for  the  powder 

600  Pounds  of  ball 

400  Poimds  of  lead 

20  double  Sacks  containing  6  and  %  ells. 

Made  out  at  Montreal  on  the  Thirtieth  June  one  ttousand 
seven  Hundred  and  twenty  eight.  Signed:  Boebert  And 
lower  down :  Examined,  daigremont. 

A  True  Copy 

HOCQUABT. 

Quebec,  October  25th.  1729. 


1  Gilles  Hocquart  was  intendant  of  Canada  from  Oct.  1,  172S  to 
Sept.  1.  1748.  During  his  long  term  of  office  he  acquitted  himself  with 
unusual  ability,  managed  Canadian  finances  with  integrity,  and  at- 
lempted  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  colony. — Ed. 

2  A  kind  of  treble-milled  cotton  cloth. — Ed. 

»Mor1aix  is  a  Breton  town,  near  the  English  Channel,  noted  for  its 
linen  manufacture. —  Ed. 

[76] 


17291        French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


1729:     IMPORTANCE  OF  POST  AMONG  THE  SIOUX 

[Ebctract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hpcquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  51.  c.  11,  fol.  22.  An  abstract  of  the  same  Is  given  in  N,  Y. 
Colon  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1016.  1017;  also  in  Margry,  Dccouv.  et  HabU  vlf 
pp.  559-565.] 

MoXSEIGXEUR 


It  is  true  that  the  fort  huilt  by  the  French  among  the  Sioux 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Pepin  seems  to  be  in  a  bad  situation  on 
acoount  of  the  overflow  of  the  Waters,  but  really  in  1727  They 
pose  higher  tlian  they  have  ever  done  before,  according  to  what 
the  savages  say,  and  this  may  be  relied  on,  for  this  year  They 
have  not  approached  tlie  fort. 

When  the  Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  placed  the  fort  at  that  Spot, 
he  had  previously  caused  the  savages  to  be  asked  whether  it 
would  be  safe  from  Inimdations,  and  the  answer  received  was 
that  the  Waters  did  not  rise  to  that  height.     He  considered  at 
liie  same  time  that  he  could  not  place  it  in  a  better  Spot,  both 
IB  regards  the  quality  of  the  land  suitable  for  Cultivation  and 
on  account  of  the  alnmdance  of  Game.     These  two  reasons,  one 
Wng  as  necessary  as  the  other  (added  to  what  the  savages  had 
told  him  Respecting  the  Inundation  that  he  feared),  induced 
Wm  to  decide  upon  placing  the  Fort  at  that  Spot  after  consider- 
ing all  its  advantages.     But  as  it  may  happen  that  the  Waters 
^  rise  as  They  did  in  1727,  the  fort  might  be  placed  four  or 
fi^©  Arpents  from  the  shore  of  the  Lake  Without  this  Removal 
wg  prejudicial  to  the  Views  liat  caused  it  to  be  built  at  the 
Spot  where  it  now  is. 

It  does  not  seem  probable,  Monseigneur,  that  either  the  Set- 

woment  or  the  fort  should  have  given  any  Umbrage  to  the  sioux, 

»io  had  themselves  asked  for  it,  and  the  good  reception  that 

tley  gave  the  French  on  their  arrival  among  them  seems  to 

OMitpadict  what  has  been  written  to  you  on  the  subject.     It  is 

gnite  true  that  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  French  those 

Savages  started  on  their  hunt,  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of  doing 
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what  His  Majestj  may  decide  in  Connectioii  with  the  peace 
that  they  ask.  The  French  who  have  remained  among  the 
Bioux  write  me  that  they  will  not  abandon  the  fort  where  they 
are  unless  they  receive  orders  to  do  so.  Thus  as  I  have  sent 
them  tidings  by  some  Frenchmen  among  those  who  made  the 
treaty  respecting  the  Establishment  of  the  post  among  the  SiouXy 
who  asked  me  this  Summer  for  permission  to  go  up  there,  I 
think  that  they  will  hold  their  fort  and  will  remain  there.  On 
the  other  hand  The  sioux  will  protect  them  still  more  when  they 
see  that  we  continue  to  Send  them  what  they  need,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  do  so  this  year. 
These  Frenchmen  were  met  by  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  in  the 
vicinity  of  Missilimakinac. 

I  have  received  word  from  the  Commandant  of  that  Place 
that  a  band  of  fifty  Otitawacks  had  started  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Renards ;  that  out  of  these  fifty,  thirteen  had  returned ;  but 
that  they  proposed  to  start  again  in  the  Spring  with  the  foUe 
avoines  to  go  to  the  country  [of  the  Renards].  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  that  nation  will  decrease  every  day,  for  all  its 
Neighbors  are  its  Enemies. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  has  told  me  that  during  His  Stay 
in  the  Eenard  Village,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  strike  a  blow 
at  them,  and  killed  one  man  and  one  woman ;  That  the  Benards 
made  up  a  band  of  thirty  men  to  fall  on  the  folles  avoines  who 
were  only  twelve  in  number;  but  they  came  back  with  three 
men  wounded  without  having  killed  or  wounded  any  of  the 
folles  avoines.  I  must  not  omit,  Monseigneur,  to  inform  you 
that  the  cries  ^  are  to  start  forthwith  from  their  Village  loaded 
with  presents  to  make  peace  with  the  sauteux  of  la  pointe  da 
CJhagouamigon,  with  whom  they  were  at  war  for  a  long  time. 
I  had  advised  the  Commandant  of  that  post  to  urge  the  Savages 
as  much  as  he  could  to  do  so  and  to  strengthen  the  peace  be- 
tween those  Nations. 


^Oree   or    Christinaux    Indians.    See    Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xy\,  p.  1S9, 
note  2.— Ed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
oeigneur,  Tour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

BCAUHARNOIS. 

QiTEBEC,  September  7th,  1729. 

The  King's  Ship  has  not  yet  arrived.     We  received  news  2 
days  ago  she  was  at  Bic,^     I  Hope  she  will  soon  arrive. 


[The  following,  evidently  the  enclosure  spoken  of  in  the  body  of 
tbe  document,  la  a  translation  from  a  French  transcript  in  the  library 
of  Macalester  College,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  published  in  Macalester 
College  Contrihutiona,  1st  series.  No.  4,  pp.  135,  136.] 

The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye,  cadet  in  the  forces  of  His  Majesty, 
and  who  comes  from  the  Sioux  village,  reports  that  the  Foxes 
have  arrived  to  the  number  of  sixty  lodges,  as  many  Foxes  as 
Piiants,  to  lodge  near  the  pickets  of  the  fort  which  the  French 
had  built  there.  That  the  Foxes  sent  word  to  the  French  that 
ihey  wished  to  lodge  near  them  in  order  to  make  friends  with 

them,  but  the  French  told  them  that  they  did  not  desire  at  all 

to  associate  with  them,  and  that  they  would  open  fire  on  them 

if  they  did  not  retire ;  this  obliged  them  to  draw  off  from  the 

fort  a  gun  shot,  where  they  camped. 
Some  days  later  a  Chief  Pliant  came  to  the  fort  of  the  French 

to  see  a  man  named  Gigner  who  was  there ;  he  invited  him  to 
come  and  see  him  at  his  lodge,  which  he  did,  in  spite  of  the 
representations  of  the  other  Frenchmen,  where  he  was  hardly 
oo-me  with  a  trap  which  he  had  with  him  when  the  Puants  seized 
it,  when  he  would  have  run  at  the  risk  of  his  life  if  some  Foxes 
"bad  not  hindered  him.     Finally  he  had  to  make  a  bargain  and 

give  presents  to  get  it  back  again. 

On  the  news  that  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  had  from  a  Fox  who 

cjame  from  St,  Joseph's  river,  that  the  commandant  of  that 

iThis  ship,  VElephant,  was  shipwrecked  on  this  same  day,  but  for- 
tunately no  one  was  lost.  Hocquart,  the  new  intendant,  was  one  of 
the  passengers. — ESd. 
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rata).  But  inasmuch  as  at  the  beginning  of  an  Establishment 
There  are  more  expenses  to  be  incurred  than  profits  to  be 
received,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  associated  merchants  will 
xmdertake  it  And,  in  such  case,  we  beg  you  to  honor  us  with 
his  majesty's  orders  on  this  point,  and  to  let  us  know  what  he 
thinks  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  for  ourselves  so  Advan- 
tageous a  Post,  and  a  nation  that  has  already  given  us  proofs  of 
its  faithfulness  and  of  its  attachment.  You  might,  Mon- 
seigneur,  communicate  to  us  his  majesty's  Intentions  On  the 
subject  by  the  Isle  Koyalle,  or  by  the  first  merchant  vessels  sail- 
ing for  this  Colony.  The  time  necessary  for  obtaining  news  of 
what  may  have  occurred  among  the  sioux  since  the  spring  will 
also  give  us  leisure  to  await  his  majesty's  orders  before  doing 
anything.  The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  neglect  nothing  cal- 
culated to  keep  the  Sioux  favorably  disposed  toward  the  French 
as  they  are  at  present  (pending  his  Majesty's  decision)  and  he 
will  devote  his  whole  attention  to  it. 

He  ^ill  Inform  the  Sieur  Deschaillons  of  what  you  are 
pleased  to  notify  him  in  connection  with  the  Allowance  of  two 
thousand  pounds  of  powder  that  he  asked  for  his  Post  [at 
Eaministigoya] . 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur.  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauhasnois. 

hocquart. 

Quebec,  October  25th,  1729. 


1729:     FOXES   ATTACKED   BY  THEIR   NEIGHBORS 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  172^. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  164.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  hflve  the  honor  to  Send  You  the  Extract 
from  a  Letter  written  to  me  by  Monsieur  de  la  Come  respecting 
the  attack  by  the  Outawacs  of  Missilimakinac^  the  foUes  avoines 
And  the  puants  Upon  a  Renard  Village.     The  news  was  brought 
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to  him  by  three  nipissingues  who  slated  that  they  had  received 
it  from  some  sauteux  of  Lake  huron  who  were  returning  from 
there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhaknois. 

Quebec,  October  25th,  1729. 


[Eno^csure  in  the  above,  dated  Oct.  12,  1720.    Source,  s^me  as  preced- 
ing document,  but  fol.  1C6.] 

I  have  just  learned  from  three  nipissingues  who  come  from 
the  Lake  of  that  Name,  where  they  went  to  Seek  their  father, 
that  the  band  of  Outawax  that  was  formed  there  This  Summer, 
had  joined  The  folles  avoines  And  some  Sauteurs,  And  that 
after  gathering  together  a  rather  large  party,  they  went  to 
attack  The  Farthest  of  the  three  Renard  villages,  thinking  that 
they  would  be  less  on  their  guard  than  the  two  nearer  ones,  and 
that  they  killed  one  hundred  persons,  of  whom  thirty  were  men 
And  seventy  women  or  Children ;  And  that  they  lost  ten  men, 
Namely :  three  Outawax,  three  folles  avoines  And  four  puants, 
who  Were  on  our  side  (These  are  those  puants  who  came  This 
Summer  to  Michilimakina).  These  people  assure  me  that  the 
news  is  true.  And  state  that  they  received  it  from  some  Sauteurs 
of  Lake  huron  who  were  returning  from  the  war  members  of 
that  same  party.  Thoy  assert  that  they  have  Many  'prisoners 
And  that  the  scalps  have  Been  divided  among  the  Tribes  of  the 
said  Lake. 
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Memorandum  of  Ooods  which  Monsieur  de  Boucherville  Was 
obliged  to  give  for  the  King's  Service  from  the  time  of  his 
detention  Amongst  the  quikapoux  on  October  12^  1728^  Un- 
tU  his  return  to  Detroit  in  the  month  of  June  of  The  year 
1729: 


steels,  one  Hundred  and  Fifty  awls, 
The  whole  Estimated,  at  invoice 
prices,  at  ninety  Livres 

When  the  Quikapoux  Had  refused  us 
to  the  Renards,  They  wished  to  Console 
Them  by  other  civilities  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  give  Them  the  following  which 
served  to  weep  for  and  to  cover  The 
renard  dead. 


90 


• 

Prices  in 
Montreal 

Profit  at  one 
Hundred 
per  cent 

On  reaching  the  village  of  the  quika- 

[11 rres] 

[livres] 

poux   He   gave   a  present   to   all   The 

Young  men  to  Induce  Them  to  oppose 

the    designs    of    some    eviMntentioned 

old  men 

6 

6 

two  Barrels  of  powder,  each  containing 

• 

fifty    Livres,    costing    at    Montreal 

prices  The  sum  of  one  hundred  & 

Fifty  Livres 

150 

300 

A  Hundred  Livres  of  lead  and  Bullets 

amounting  to  The  sum  of  50  livres 

50 

100 

four    Livres    of    vermillion    at    Twelve 

francs  per  livre  amounting  to  The 

sum  of  48  livres 

48 

96 

four   Braided    Coats     at  twenty  francs 

per  Coat,  80  livres 

80 

160 

six    dozen    knives   at   four    francs   per 

Dozen  24  livres 

24 

48 

four  Hundred    gun-flints,  one  Hundred 

Ramrod-screws,    tv:o    Hundred    fire- 

* 

180 


6 
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the  two  annexed  Statements  marked  one  and  two;  That  if  he 
left  the  munitions  mentioned  in  those  Statements  at  missili- 
makinac  he  could  not  avoid  doing  so  owing  to  the  loss  of  twelve 
C^Jioes  whose  Crews  were  placed  in  the  others ;  moreover  a  por- 
tion of  those  munitions  served  to  pay  the  garrison  of  Missi- 
limakinac  who  had  received  no  payment  This  amounts  to  the 
Bum  of  1384  livres,  6  sols,  and  3  deniers. 

According  to  the  annexed  Extract  which  Shall  he  taken  in 
special  account,  The  Sieur  de  Livery  also  adda  that^  as  neither 
he  nor  the  Officers  were  able  to  restrain  the  Savages,  nor  even 
the  habitants  on  their  return  from  the  Village  of  the  Renards, 
he  was  unable  to  have  such  order  observed  as  would  he  expected 
from  a  Body  of  disciplined  troops.  He  falls  back  upon  the  . 
written  order  of  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  commanding  him, 
for  fear  that  the  army  might  suffer  from  want  of  provisions,  to 
have  some  purchased  wherever  there  might  be  any,  to  be  paid 
for  at  Quebec  on  the  certificate  of  the  Sieur  du  Laurent,  the 
commissary  in  charge  of  the  Provisions,  countersigned  by  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery. 

It  seems,  Monseigneur,  that  he  took  it  literally  and  acted  ac- 
cordingly. It  is  true  that  it  was  not  Explained,  but  neither 
was  there  any  question  of  buying  Provisions  after  Fifty  days 
marching  while  he  had  enough  for  four  months,  and  these 
Purchases  were  to  be  Effected  only  on  returning  from  the 
country  of  the  Kenards.  Moreover,  the  Goods  destined  for 
purchasing  provisions  for  the  Savages  (in  case  there  was  a 
dearth  of  the  same)  should  have  been  more  than  sufficient  if  not 
Needlessly  consumed.  Xeither  was  there  any  order  to  Indiice 
the  Savages  to  Follow  him  or  to  give  them  presents  to  Incite 
them  to  do  so.  He  should  Merely  have  received  those  who  * 
offered  Themselves  Willingly  without  incurring  any  expense 
therefor.  Had  he  acted  on  these  principles  the  purchase  of 
Provisions  would  not  have  exceeded  the  quantity  of  Qoods 
assigned  for  that  purpose,  nor  w^ould  he  have  found  himself 
compelled  to  cause  goods  to  be  ^ven  him  on  the  certificates  of 
the  Sieur  du  Laurent  as  he  has  done.     But  with  respect  to  this 
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Prices  in 
Montreal 


Profit  at  one 
Hundred 
per  cent 


given  for  the  purpose  of  Inducing  The 
Kicapoux  to  Establish  themselves  on  a 
neighboring  Island  to  secure  them  from 
the  Treachery  of  the  renards  which  we 
had  Every  Reason  to  fear, 
four  Cloth  Blankets  at  15  livres  each 

making  60  livres 
four  pairs  of  mitasses  at  6  livres  per 

pair,  making  24  livres 
two  Livres  of  vermilion   at   12   livres, 

making  24  livres 
four  dozen  Butcher's  knives  at  6  livres 

per  dozen,  making  21  livres 
During  The  winter  a  large  party  was 
got  together  for  the  purpose  of  attack- 
ing The  Illinois  and  I  did  All  I  could 
by  words  and  presents  to  stop  It,  which 
I  succeeded  in  doing: 

Given  at  that  time: 
two  Cloth   blankets   at   15   livres   each, 

amounting  to  The  sum  of  30  livres 
four  pairs  of  mitasses  at  6  livres  per 

pair,  making  24  livres 
four  shirts  at  6  livres  each  making  24 

livres 
four  dozen  knives  at  4  livres  per  dozen, 

making  IG  livres 

The    renards    having    Betrayed    And; 
Killed  their  brothers  The  quikapoux  li 

i 

took  advantage  of  this  favorable  oppor-i 
tunity  and  induced  the  latter  to  avenge 
themselves.    To  that  end  I  gave  them: 
twenty  five  Livres  of  powder  at  30  eols, 

making    Thirty    seven    Livres    ten 

sols 


[livres] 


60 
24 
24 
24 


30 
24 
24 

16 


37.10 


[liyroB] 


120  UTr«t 
48 
48 
48. 


60 
48 
48 
32 


75 
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Prices  in 
Montreal 


Profit  at  one 
hundred 
per  cent 


Twenty  flye  Livres  of  lead  and  Bullets 
at  10  sols,  making  12  livres  10  sols 

2  guns  at  tbirty  Livres  each,  making 
60  livres 

Half  a  Livre  of  vermilion  at  6  livres 

Gun-flints,  Ramrod-screws  and  knives 

When  the  Illinois  came  to  the  village 
of  the  quikapoux,  I  fed  them  at  my  ex- 
pense and  gave  them  presents  of  pow- 
der. Bullets  and  Shirts,  The  whole  Es- 
timated at 

And  when  I  left  The  qulkapoux,  I 
imve  the  village  The  remainder  of  my 
Goods  to  thank  Them  for  Their  Good 
Treatment — Estimated  at  eighly  francs. 


[livres] 
25 

120 
12 
40 


100 


160 
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1729:     COPPER  MINE  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
October  25,  1729.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  69."] 

MoNSEiONEiTR — We  have  received  the  Letter  you  did  us  the 
honor  of  writinc:  us  on  May  22,  last,  on  the  subject  of  the 
<x)pper  mine  on  the  west  point  of  Lake  Superior.  The  Sieur  de 
Cavagnial,*  to  whom  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  had 
ordered  a  specimen  from  the  mine  to  be  given  in  order  that  it 
might  be  presented  to  you,  did  not  inquire  closely  into  the  cost 
of  expressly  sending  a  Canoe  there  when  he  told  you  that  it 
would  amount  to  a  Thousand  Livres  only  for  the  food  and  wages 


iSee  note  on  Pierre  Francois  Higault,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  ante 
p.  31. — Ed. 
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of  three  men;  nor  did  he  consider  the  difficulties  that  would 
be  encountered  in  conveying  Five  thousand  livres  weight  of  the 
ore  in  Bark  Canoes  that  would  inevitably  be  wrecked  if  struck 
by  a  squall  on  that  Lake  while  approaching  shore — as  ore  can- 
not be  landed  as  easily  as  packages  of  Furs. 

We  will  n^lect  no  steps,  Monseigneur,  to  procure  information 
as  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  ore  in  the  mine,  And  to 
that  End,  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  send  orders  next  spring 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  point  of  Ghagoiiamigon  to  in- 
struct some  voyageurs  who  may  pass  by  that  Spot  to  bring  as 
much  ore  as  they  can  from  the  mine  with  a  detailed  Eeport  on 
its  situation  and  Extent^  which  we  shall  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  when  we  receive  it.  It  is  impossible  to  get  information 
about  it,  otherwise,  since  you  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  send 
an  especial  Canoe  thither.^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur, Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Beauhabnois 

hocquakt 
Quebec,  October  25th,  1729. 


1730:     CONTINUED  ATTACKS  ON  THE  FOXES 

[Letters  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  6  and 
June  25,  ITBO,  detailing  further  attacks  made  by  the  French  Indians 
upon  the  Foxes,  and  the  preparation  of  an  expedition  under  Dubuisson, 
commandant  at  Mackinac,  are  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls,,  v,  pp.  104-107. 
Transcripts  of  the  original  letters  from  the  Paris  archives  are  in  ths 
collections  of  the  Society.  The  word  in  the  first  letter  translated  "flat- 
boats"  should  be  "cabins."] 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.,  added  at  Paris :  "  They  will  send  a  detailed 
report  next  year  on  the  Copper  Mine.  It  is  expected  that  they  will 
omit  no  explanations.'* 
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1730:     MARIN  AIDS  THE  WINNEBAGO  AGAINST  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Marin  to  Beauharnois,  dated  in  the  country 
of  the  Folles-Avoines.  May  11.  1730.i  MS.,  in  archives  of  Miniature 
des  Colonies.  Paris;  press-mark.  "Collection  Moreau-St.  M6ry,  vol.  9, 
f.  11.  fol.  288."] 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Village  of  t6e  f oUes  avoines  I  was  very 
weU  received  with  some  CJalumets,  aceording  to  custom,  by  the 
old  men  who  Had  remained  in  the  fort  They  said  to  me: 
"My  father,  we  will  let  you  rest  today  and  tomorrow  we  will 
speak  to  you." 

On  the  following  day  they  began  by  Spreading  a  mat,  and,  by 
a  Collar,  they  spoke  to  me  as  follows:  "Here  is  a  mat,  my 
father,  on  which  we  beg  you  to  rest  and  to  be  pleased  to  kindle 
your  fire  here  and  never  Extinguish  it ;  for  we  are  resolved  to 
Listen  attentively  to  your  word,  which  is  that  of  our  father 
Onontio,  who  no  doubt  has  pity  on  us  since  he  has  Sent  you  to 
assist  us.  Have  pity,  therefore,  my  father  (they  said  to  me) 
and  look  upon  us  as  the  faithful  and  true  children  of  Onontio. 
We  nood  your  help  in  the  sad  position  in  which  we  are  placed.*' 
This  I  granted  them,  assuring  them  of  your  protection.  Mon- 
sieur, and  of  mine  if  necessary. 

Afterwards,  I  attentively  considered  the  best  place  I  could 
find  whereat  to  build  a  fort  capable  of  protecting  all  my  people 
and  myself  against  the  Enemy's  assaults  in  case  of  attack,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  which  you.  Monsieur,  did  me  the  honor  of 
giving  me,  at  my  departure.  But,  as  I  found  nothing  more  suit- 
able than  the  fort  already  built,  I  decided  to  establish  myself 
in  it,  after  repairing  it,  both  by  replacing  the  portions  of  the 
palisade  that  were  missing,  and  by  roofing  the  French  houses 
with  Bark  instead  of  with  the  straw  that  covered  them,  in  order 
to  Avert  the  danger  of  fire.     I  also  had  the  ground  cleared  of 


1  This  is  the  enclosure  referred  to  in  Beauhamois's  letter  of  June  2S, 
1730,  in  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  p.  106.— Ed. 
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trees  and  everything  in  the  Vicinity  removed  that  might  give 
any  advantage  to  am  assailant.^ 

On  the  tenth  of  Septemher,  the  puants  returned  from  a  Hunt- 
ing expedition,  and  at  onoe  came  to  tell  me  that  they  would  again 
repeat  the  same  promise  th^  had  already  given  to  their  father 
Qnontio  last  year,  and  that  they  would  add  a  second  by  a  few 
words,  which  they  explained  to  me  at  the  time  by  three  Slaves, 
saying:  "We  all  come  here,  my  father,  to  make  thee  under- 
stand clearly  that  the  blow  we  have  just  struck  at  the  renard  in 
concert  with  our  brothers,  the  f olles  avoines  and  Outaouoys,  is  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  fidelity  we  have  promised  our  father 
Onontio,  as  his  submissive  and  obedient  childten,  and  tliat  noth- 
ing can  change  our  Hearts." 

They  also  presented  me  at  the  same  time,  with  three  other 
Slaves  whom  they  told  me  they  had  intended  to  give  Monsieur 
The  Commandant  of  Missilimakinac,  as  one  of  their  nearest 
fathers,  that  he  might  have  pity  on  them  in  the  pressing  need 
in  which  they  were  of  all  things  in  general  and,  in  particular, 
of  powder,  Bullets,  hatchets,  gims,  and  knives;  but,  ina.smudi 
as  they  saw  in  me  a  man  Sent  by  Onontio,  their  true  father, 
to  govern  and  asj^ist  them  in  their  necessities,  they  begged  me  to 
accept  the  slaves  from  them  and  at  the  same  time  to  Consider  the 
state  of  Ertreme  penury  in  which  they  Were,  being  in  need 
of  everything.  To  this  I  replied  at  once  by  giving  them  what 
they  most  needed. 

Some  days  afterwards,  the  puants  went  to  la  Baye  with  their 
families  to  live,  and  Left  them  there  while  they  proceeded  to 
find  out  whether  the  renard  was  not  in  their  country,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  he  had  ravaged  their  Corn-fields.  They  found, 
that  everything  was  in  almost  the  same  Condition  that  they  had 
left  It,  and  that  the  Eenard  had  withdrawn.  This  Induced 
them  to  come  back  to  la  Baye  for  their  families,  and  return  to 

iDe  Ligneiy  haying  destroyed  the  fort  at  Green  Bay,  which  was 
not  rebuilt  until  1732  (see  post),  Marin  appears  to  have  repaired  a 
French  trading  post  at  the  Menominee  Indian  village  on  the  west 
side  of  Green  Bay,  near  Menominee  River. — Ed. 
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Settle  in  their  own  country.  They  camped  on  a  small  island  at 
a  distance  of  About  an  arpent  or  two  from  the  island  on  which 
their  former  Village  Was  situated/  being  quite  confident  that 
the  Eenards  Had  gone  away  permanently.  But  they  were  not 
loft  loii^  in  ])oaco,  for  the  Renards  came  to  infest  not  only  them 
and  all  their  families,  but  also  a  number  of  Saquis  who  Were 
with  Them,  and  Camped  in  two  different  forts  below  the  island 
on  which  their  former  fort  Stood,  so  as  to  attack  them  on  all 
sides,  Being  at  a  distance  of  an  arpent  and  a  half  at  the  most, 
and  the  River  being  easy  to  cross  as  the  Water  was  only  knee- 
deep.  They  began  first  by  attacking  two  puants,  who  were  fish- 
ing with  spears.  These  tliey  killed,  and  one  of  their  own  people 
was  killed  also.  They  fought  thus  for  nearly  forty  eight  hours 
without  speaking  to  one  another.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the 
Puants,  being  the  first  to  begin  the  address,  called  out  to  the 
Eenards:  "What  does  this  mean,  my  brothers?  We  are  Sur- 
prised that  you  should  attack  us  today  without  saying  anything. 
Know  you  not  that  we  are  always  your  true  brothers,  since  we 
have  always  l^een  so  from  The  olden  times  of  our  forefathers. 
It  is  true  (they  added)  that  you  have  to  reproach  us  with  hav- 
ing dipped  our  hands  in  your  blood,  by  Delivering  two  of  your 
people  to  the  Outaouoys  and  folles  avoines.  But  If  we  did,  it 
was  because  we  were  forced  to  do  so,  and  could  not  help  it 
Nevertheless,  we  are  now  filled  with  regret  at  having  done  so, 
and  we  will  show  you  that  we  are  still  prepared  to  give  you 
proofs  of  the  Sincere  affection  we  have  always  had  for  you.  We 
have  here  four  folles  Avoines  whom  we  will  deliver  into  your 
hands  to  do  with  as  you  will  in  payment  and  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  the  two  [Renards]  just  mentioned."  They  at  once 
led  out  two  of  them  bound;  and,  after  cutting  off  the  heads  of 
the  two  others,  they  immediately  carried  these  to  them,  begj^ng 
the  Renards  to  cease  to  be  angry  with  them  and  to  have  pity  on 

iThe  island  on  which  the  Winnebago  village  had  formerly  stood, 
was  that  now  known  as  Doty  Island,  and  a  part  of  Neenah,  Wis.  A 
smAll  island  below  this,  In  Little  Lake  Butte  des  Morts,  would  aiipMr 
to  have  been  the  site  of  the  fort  where  the  events  deacrlbed  In  thii 
document  occurred. — Ed. 
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them.  But  the  Eenards  replied  that  they  had  not  yet  had  time 
to  taste  the  broth  they  had  given  them  to  drink ;  that  there  was 
not  enough  to  satisfy  so  many  as  they  Were ;  that  they  must 
also  deliver  into  ,their  hands  the  four  of  their  number  who  had 
been  cowardly  enough  to  give  up  their  people  to  the  Oiitaouoys 
and  folles  Avoines,  their  Enemies;  and  that  when  they  had 
drunk  the  broth,  they  would  see  Whether  they  were  sufficiently 
satiated  to  be  able  to  grant  their  request.  This  proposal  seemed 
too  great  an  insult  to  the  Puants  to  allow  of  their  consenting  to 
it;  they  therefore  prepared  to  sustain  the  siege  and  defend  them- 
selves as  well  as  they  could,  having  food  for  a  couple  of  months. 

During  the  interval  of  the  Fight  that  lasted  nearly  a  month 
and  a  half,  the  folles  avoines  became  uneasy  at  not  seeing  the 
Puants  walking  about  in  their  midst  as  usual,  or  any  of  their 
people  who  Were  with  Them,  and  six  of  their  number  went 
within  sight  of  the  Eenards*  forts  whidi  they  saw  distinctly,  to 
find  out  whether  their  tribesmen  Were  with  the  Puants.  Being 
unable  to  enter  their  fort  without  risking  their  lives,  they  re- 
traced their  steps,  and  hastened  to  give  information  of  what  was 
going  on  to  their  people,  who,  at  the  time.  Were  at  a  distance  of 
a  short  day's  journey  from  my  fort ;  they  were  pursued  by  the 
Kenards  who  Had  perceived  that  they  were  on  the  march  but 
who  were  imable  to  overtake  them. 

The  folles  avoines  at  once  deputed  one  of  their  chiefs,  to  beg 
me  to  be  good  enough  to  have  pity  on  Them,  by  placing  myself 
at  their  head  to  extricate  their  people  from  the  perilous  position 
in  which  they  were  placed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  bring  aid  to 
the  puants  who,  judging  from  what  they  had  seen,  were  greatly 
in  need  of  it,  as  they  were  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  Renards^ 
unless  succor  were  brought  them.  I  replied  that  as  I  had  been 
sent  by  you,  Monsieur,  to  be  a  father  to  them  in  their  needs,  I 
Was  ready  to  help  them  in  war  as  well  as  in  other  things,  being 
convinced  that  this  could  but  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  fliat  I 
would  march  alone  at  their  head  because  I  could  not  make  up 
my  mind  to  leave  my  fort  undefended,  and  that  I  had  to  leave 
the  French  who  Were  with  me  to  guard  it.  Two  or  three  days  af- 
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terwardSy  they  came  and  begged  me  to  counsel  them  as  to  what 
they  should  do:  whether  to  leave  their  women  and  Children  in  a 
fort  at  the  place  where  they  Were,  or  to  bring  them  out  on  the 
Lake  shore.  I  told  them  that  I  Left  the  decision  to  them  and 
had  no  advice  to  give  them.  Thereupon  they  finally  decided  to 
bring  them  to  my  fort,  after  considei:ing  for  a  long  while 
Whether  they  would  have  sufficient  time  to  do  so,  fearing  that 
the  delay  would  be  fatal  to  the  Undertaking  they  had  in  view  of 
going  to  free  their  people  from  the  hands  of  the  Benard.  In  fact 
they  took  a  very  long  time. to  starts  and  afterwards  they  again 
begged  me  to  remember  the  promise  I  had  given  them  to  march 
at  their  head ;  and  to  be  good  enough  to  allow  their  women  and 
Children  to  remain  in  my  fort  under  the  protection  and  guid- 
ance of  the  Frenchmen  whom  I  should  Leave  there  and  of  some 
of  their  old  men  who  Were  not  in  a  Condition  for  such  a  march. 
I  answered  tbat^  as  I  had  given  my  word,  I  Was  not  desirous  of 
withdrawing  it,  provided  that  they  would  always  do  what  I 
wished,  and  await  my  counsels;  I  also  told  them  that^  after 
seeing  the  Renard  and  doing  what  I  Wished  to  do,  I  would  go  no 
further,  but  would  return.  When  matters  had  been  thus  ar- 
ranged and  as  I  was  about  to  start,  being  the  only  Frenchman 
with  them,  my  people  who  Were  with  me,  came  and  begged  me^ 
as  a  favor,  to  allow  them  to  accompany  me,  saying  that  they 
would  be  delighted  to  benefit  by  the  advantages  they  already 
promised  themselves  to  gain  with  me  over  that  cursed  nation  of 
the  Benard,  and  that  they  positively  could  not  reconcile  them- 
selves to  the  idea  of  seeing  me  start  on  such  an  Undertaking 
without  Freely  and  heartily  offering  me  the  services  they  owed 
to  their  prince,  and  that  they  would  even  be  in  despair  were  I 
to  refuse  to  accept  them.  Although  I  had  intended  to  not  Ex- 
pose to  danger,  a  single  one  bedsides  myself,  I  could  not  refuse 
young  men  who  seemed  full  of  Spirit  and  Courage,  and  I  chose 
Five  of  them  to  accompany  me,  representing  to  the  four  others 
that  I  could  not  avoid  showing  the  savages  the  interest  I  took 
in  them,  by  placing  their  women  and  Children  under  their 
guard  during  the  Campaign. 
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We  set  out  therefore,  on  the  following  day,  to  the  number  of 
forty  persons  in  all,  taking  all  the  precautions  I  considered 
necessary  to  prevent  our  approach  from  being  discovered.  On 
the  sixth  day  of  our  journey,  the  19th  of  March,  we  reached 
Coulimy,^  where  we  had  to  make  a  portage,  a  league  and  a  half 
from  the  fort  of  the  Puants,  whither  we  proceeded  somewhat 
dowly  to  avoid  being,  discovered  by  anyone  as  I  feared  that,  If 
the  Puants  were  the  first  to  perceive  us,  they  might  make  some 
demonstration  that  would  bring  on  an  attack  by  the  Benards 
before  we  Had  time  to  place  ourselves  in  slight  entrenchments ; 
neither  did  I  wish  to  throw  myself  rashly  into  their  fort,  with- 
out informing  them  of  the  reason  that  had  Induced  me  to  come 
to  them,  because  they  would  be  sure  to  distrust  us  owing  to  their 
having  delivered  to  the  Renards  the  brothers  of  those  for  whom 
I  Was  prepared  to  fight — although  they  were  not  aware  of  this 
nor  was  I  myself  aware  of  the  other  fact.  Moreover,  I  was 
unable  to  reach  them  without  running  a  risk,  because  I  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  land  at  one  of  the  Places  on  the  island 
where  the  Water  was  deepest.  The  Renards  Being  camped 
where  it  was  shallowest,  and  (as  I  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  informing  you.  Monsieur)  watching  The  fort  of  the  Puants 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  nobody  to  approach  it  without  oppo- 
sition. I  therefore  decided  to  have  a  slight  entrenchment 
thrown  up  at  once,  forbidding  our  people  to  use  their  axes  to 
cut  wood  lest  they  should  Be  Heard  by  the  Renards,  who  Were 
not  very  Far  from  us,  while  I  Went  a  little  to  one  side  to  observe 
their  movements.  As  we  Had  arrived  About  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  resolved  to  wait  until  night  to  inform  the  Puants 
that  we  Had  come  to  their  assistance  and  to  ask  them  to  Send 
some  Canoes  in  case  we  should  need  them.  But  our  people,  not 
heeding  my  orders,  struck  some  blows  with  their  axes  which 
were  Heard  by  the  Renards,  who  issued  from  the  two  forts  in 
which  they  Were  posted,  and  attacked  us  with  some  violence 
before  we  had  time  to  finish  our  small  redoubt.     When  I  saw 


iThis  is  probably  a  corruption  of  the  text  for  Cacalin  (Kakalin),  the 
rapids  of  the  Fox  River,  where  Kankauna  now  stands. — Ed. 
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them  approaching  I  called  out  to  our  people  to  take  courage  and 
show  the  Benards  what  we  Were,  and  we  attacked  Them  without 
Mercy,  Forcing  them  back  to  the  gates  of  their  fort.  When 
they  reached  there,  they  stopped  fighting  for  a  while,  and  called 
out  to  me  that  they  were  surprised  that  I  should,  with  such 
Ardor,  take  the  part  of  a  nation  who,  not  Long  before,  had 
Delivered  four  of  my  Children  to  them  to  be  put  into  the  Kettle 
to  replace  those  of  their  own  people  whom  they  had  Delivered  to 
the  Outaouojs  and  folles  Avoines  The  previous  Summer.  Whrai 
the  latter  Heard  this  they  tried  at  Once  to  Induce  me  to  avenge 
the  treachery  of  which  the  Puants  had  been  guilty  towards  them 
by  committing  So  foul  a  deed,  without  having  Been  forced  to 
do  so,  after  they  themselves  had  United  with  the  Outaouoys  and 
f olle  avoines  to  eat  the  Eenards.  But,  foreseeing  the  regrettable 
consequences  that  might  result  from  such  a  Step,  I  said  to  them : 
"My  Children,  I  admit  that  the  treachery  of  the  puants  towards 
you  fully  deserves  your  resentment,  and  that  you  cannot  too 
deeply  regret  your  brothers.  You  must  however  remember 
that  I  consented  to  place  myself  at  your  head  to  come  and  kill 
Benards  and  not  Puants.  Although  I  do  not  tell  you  what  is  in 
my  mind  for  the  present,  let  us  continue  what  we  have  begun 
and  be  very  careful  not  to  let  the  Puants  find  out  your  hatred 
of  Them  if  you  do  not  wish  to  excite  distrust  in  them  which  may 
take  away  the  courage  they  need  to  defend  Themselves  properly. 
On  the  contrary  I  Exhort  you  to  put  on  a  good  Face  before  them 
and  to  Encourage  them  to  sustain  what  they  have  already  so 
Vigorously  kept  up  until  our  arrival ;  for  If,  at  first,  we  behave 
otherwise  towards  them,  the  Benards  will  not  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  such  a  division  to  win  from  us  all  the  advantages 
we  might  give  them  on  this  occasion."  It  was  not  long  before 
we  Were  attacked  a  second  time  by  the  Benards,  who  endeavored 
to  surround,  and  capture  us,  and  when  night  came,  they  Deputed 
two  of  their  number  to  speak  to  me  in  order  to  ascertain  our 
position  in  our  slight  entrenchment  They  stated,  as  a  pretext^ 
that  tbey  wanted  the  night  for  rest  that  both  sides  might  sleep; 
that,  in  order  to  do  so  without  distrust,  one  of  them  would  sleep 
with  us  while  one  of  our  people  should  go  and  sleep  with  the 
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other  at  their  fort     They  thought  thereby  to  banish  all  sua- 
picion  from  our  minds.     I  Was,  however,  informed  by  a  fol 
Avoine  who  had  Overheard  what  one  of  the  Renards  had  said  to 
his  Comrade,  respecting  the  steps  they  were  to  take  during  our 
sleep,  telling  him  that  as  soon  as  he  found  us  Asleep,  he  would 
slip  away  and  warn  the  Renards,  who  would  at  once  attack  us. 
Being  aware  of  their  design,  I  took  no  steps,  and  told  them  at 
once  to  withdraw  and  that  before  the  night  was  half  over,  they 
would  find  me  nearer  their  fort  than  they  expected ;  that  I  Was 
in  no  humor  to  receive  their  compliments,  after  they  had  in- 
sulted me  as  they  had  done  on  my  arrival.     It  is  true  that  those 
two  Renards  had  chosen  that  time  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  what  we  might  be  doing  during  the  night,  to  Prevent 
ns  from  working  at  our  entrenchment.     We  Had  received  a  re- 
inforcement of  ten  Puant  warriors  who  Had  crossed  over  to  our 
assistance  when  they  saw  that  we  had  come  to  defend  them. 
Meanwhile,  the  Renards  had  already  asked  beforehand  to  speak 
to  me  and  begged  me  to  Hear  them  before  going  further,  and  the 
folles  avoines,  Being  anxious  to  know  their  thoughts,  urged  me 
to  Hear  them  for  a  moment.     But  I  replied:     "What  do  you 
wish  to  Hear  from  those  evil  men  ?     They  are  capable  only  of 
betraying  you  and  me  also.     Therefore  I  refuse  positively  to 
Listen  to  their  evil  speeches."     The  folles  avoines  persisted  in 
asking  me  to  Listen  to  them  since  they  addressed  themselves 
to  me  only,  and  finally  I  consented,  making  Them  understand 
that  If  I  did  so,  it  was  solely  through  regard  for  Them,  and 
because  they  urged  me  to  it.     Then  the  Renards  spoke  to  me 
as  follows:    "We  Know  that  thou  hast  come  here  solely  to  pro- 
tect those  dogs  whom,  without  thee,  we  should  have  eaten.     They 
are  cowards  who  have  already  sacrificed  us  not  long  ago  to  our 
own  Enemies,  and  who  have  outraged  thee  thyself  in  the  ten- 
derest  spot  thou  couldst  expect,  by  delivering  into  our  hands 
thine  own  Children  that  we  might  drink  their  blood.     And  we 
are  surprised  that  thou  shouldst  display  such  Ardor,  on  behalf 
of  people  who  are  so  little  worthy  of  thy  protection."     I  replied 
at  once  that  I  had  resolved  to  help  the  Puants,  solely  because  I 
still  lelievcd  them  to  be  true  children  of  onontio,  their  father, 

[95] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.  xvu 

to  whom  thoy  had  promised  fealty  last  year  and  that,  having 
Been  warned  of  the  Renards'  wickedness  and  treachery  on  all 
oooasioiis,  I  could  not  rely  on  their  word,  adding  that  I  ocmld 
not  Trii«t  tliem,  after  all  the  treacherous  acts  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty  Towards  the  French  whom  they  had  betrayed 
on  several  occasions ;  that  If  it  Were  true  thai  the  puants  had 
acted  as  they  (the  Eenards)  said  they  had,  I  would  Avengd 
myself  on  Them  Without  requiring  the  Assistance  of  anybody, 
but  that,  before  doing  so,  I  wished  to  ascertain  the  whole  Truth. 
While  T  was  holding  this  Conversation  with  them,  they  were 
posting  two  parties  in  Ambush  About  an  arpent  from  my  pori- 
tion.     I  noticed  this  at  the  time,  and  as  I  already  had  some 
Wounded,  I  was  somewhat  at  a  Loss  as  to  how  I  should  save 
them  because  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  walk.     I  neverthe- 
less ventured  to  Attempt  to  reach  the  fort  of  the  Puants  who,  in 
the  darkness,  had  Sent  me  three  canoes  to  facilitate  the  removal 
of  my  Wounded.     This  was  effected  with  the  greatest  precau- 
tions ;  I  myself  went  to  beguile  the  Renards  with  many  threats^ 
while  my  Wounded  were  Embarked  in  the  canoes.     That  nighty 
Being  the  second  from  the  day  on  which  I  arrived,  I  also  gained 
the  fort  of  the  Puants;  shortly  afterwards,  in  spite  of  all  the 
shots  fired  at  us  by  the  Eenards  while  crossing,  against  which  we 
protected  ourselves  quite  easily  in  the  darkness  of  a  night  that 
seemed  given  us  to  favor  our  retreat 

On  entering  the  fort,  I  found  only  people  mourning  and 
ashamed  at  the  Sight  of  their  Deliverers.  I  therefore  hastened 
to  call  out  in  a  loud  voice,  "What  are  you  thinking  of,  yon 
puants  who  arc  our  brothers,  and  why  are  you  in  Such  deep 
sorrow,  at  a  ,time  when  you  should  rejoice  at  Seeing  one  of  the 
elders  of  onontio,  your  father,  coming  to  your  assistance,  for 
it  is  tnie  that  I  Am  here  solely  for  the  purpose  of  saving  your 
lives  and  of  delivering  you  from  the  hands  of  those  evil  men  who 
seem  anxious  to  destroy  you  without  sparing  a  single  one  of  you  f 
Arm  yourselves,  therefore,  with  joy  and  courage  and  act  like 
those  whom  I  have  brought  with  me  and  who  are  your  brothers^ 
thinking  of  nothing  but  defending  your  Lives  and  those  of  your 
wives  and  Children  and  of  all  your  allies.'' 
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A  fol  Avoine,  an  Old  man,  and  a  woman  who  Were  then  the 
only  members  of  that  tribe  amongst  the  Puants,  were  the  first 
to  present  themselves  to  me  and  they  told  me  and  their  people, 
that  they  begged  me  to  take  revenge  while  it  was  in  my  power  on 
the  Puants,  whom  they  considered  their  chief  Enemies,  after 
the  cowardly  deed  they  had  committed  by  Handing  over  their 
brothers  to  the  fury  of  the  Renards,  and  they  added  that^ 
without  my  assistance,  they  could  not  have  Hoped  for  four  hours 
of  life,  from  the  thorough  knowledge  they  had  of  the  evil  hearts 
of  the  Puants.  When  onr  people,  the  foUee  avoinea,  Heard  these 
words,  they  were  On  the  point  of  forgetting  what  they  had 
promised  me,  to  keep  silent  on  the  Subject  as  I  had  requested 
ihem,  and  of  asking  me  almost  positively  to  Promise  to  allow 
them  to  take  their  revenge  in  the  fort  itself.  I  diverted  their 
attention  at  the  moment  in  order  to  induce  them  to  think  that 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  then  was  to  try  and  win  a  victory  over 
the  Benards,  Their  crudest  Enemies,  and  I  told  them  that  I 
would  afterwards  think  of  the  steps  I  would  take  with  regard  to 
the  Puants.  When  day  came  the  puants,  who  were  somewhat 
reassured  by  what  I  had  said  to  them,  thought  of  nothing  else 
but  of  fighting  together  with  us  Without  any  apprehension,  for 
the  Eenards  never  ceased  firing  at  us  continually  without  inter- 
ruption. On  the  third  day,  the  Eenards  asked  for  speech 
with  me  and  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  a  time,  that  they 
might  repreeent  to  me  what  they  had  already  said  to  me  con- 
cerning my  taking  the  part  of  the  Puants,  adding  that  If  I 
would  visit  their  fort  it  would  afford  them  a  real  pleasure ;  that 
their  young  men  would  receive  me  with  open  arms,  in  the  Hope 
that  I  would  inspire  all  with  good  sense.  But,  although  they 
seemed  sincere,  judging  by  the  maimer  in  which  they  gave  me  to 
understand  this,  I  nevertheless  placed  no  reliance  on  what  they 
said  and  considered  that  they  wanted  to  set  a  trap  for  me  in 
order  to  take  me  easily.  But,  as  I  did  not  wish  them  to  see  at 
Once  that  I  fathomed  their  designs,  I  Contented  myself  with 
telling  them  that  I  could  not  consent  to  their  proposal  Without 
alarming  my  Children  who  would  perhaps  be  afraid  of  losing 
their  father  through  such  an  act  of  Folly ;  that,  so  far  as  I  was 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi. 


ZVll 


concerned,  Were  I  Alone,  I  would  willingly  visit  them  without 
fear  of  death,  all  the  more  so  that  I  had  never  feared  it,  and 
before  they  could  kill  me  I  should  probably  kill  several  of  their 
number ;  but  that  as  I  Was  at  the  head  of  a  small  band  of  the 
faithful  Children  of  oiiontio,  The  father  of  all  the  Nations^  I 
must  be  careful  not  to  abandon  them  and  that^  far  from  doing 
so,  I  could  assure  them  that  they  would  always  Find  me  at  their 
head  to  encourage  them;  that  I  merely  asked  them  to  resist 
this  paltry  Attack,  as  I  myself  would,  without  fear.     It  is  true, 
Monsieur,  that  in  order  to  give  the  Renards  reason  to  Dread 
that  we  might  in  the  future  inflict  a  disastrous  blow  on  them 
(not  knowing  when  we  might  be  able  to  get  away  from  there),  I 
added  that,  as  my  flag  Was  planted  in  their  Sight,  it  would  never 
be  taken  down  until  my  death,  and  that  they  might  expect  to 
see  a  similar  one  before  long.     I  Considered  that  the  famine 
from  which  we  already  suffered  would  continue;  the  Puanta 
had  suffered  from  it  for  nearly  four  or  five  days  before  I  entered 
their  fort,   being  reduced   to  eating  bear  skins   and   similar 
things,  while  I  myself  and  all  my  people  were  obliged  to  follow 
their  Example  for  five  Days.     Al)out  seven  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  fourth  day  of  our  Fight,  The  Renards,  seeing  that  we 
were  determined  to  resist  Them  for  a  long  while,  asked  me 
whether  I  had  lost  many  of  my  Children ;  they  said  they  Knew 
very  well  that  they  had  seen  several  fall  On  the  sjx^t  and  that  if 
I  would  tell  them  the  Truth  they  would  do  the  same  in  this 
Respect.     I  replied  that,  although  I  had  no  Account  to  render 
them  in  the  matter,  I  was  willing,  in  order  to  Satisfy  them,  to 
let  them  know  that  I  was  no  weaker  on  that  day  than  on  the  first 
day  of  the  fight;  that  the  fact  of  their  having  killed  five  or  six 
of  my  i^eople,  and  having  Wounded  as  many  more  would  not 
Prevent  my  vanquishing  them.     In  Fact  I  had  lost  one  French- 
man who  was  killed  On  the  spot,  while  two  others  were  wounded, 
one  dangerously;  three  foUes  avoines  also  had  been  killed  and 
seven  wounded.     They  admitted  that  fifteen  had  been  killed  and 
wounded  on  their  Side ;  we  Were  sure  of  Seven  whose  heads  we 
had  cut  oflF.     I  Know  not.  Monsieur,  whether  at  that  moment 
terror  did  not  take  possession  of  the  hearts  of  that  wicked  Na- 
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tion,  for  from  that  time  they  secretly  sent  out  of  tBeir  forts,  The 
old  men,  the  women,  and  the  Children  that  they  might  fly  in 
advance  of  them,  the  warriors  only  remaining  to  face  us  until 
night,  of  whose  protection  it  was  natural  for  us  to  presimie  that 
they  also  took  advantage  to  withdraw.  On  the  following  day, 
which  was  the  fifth  of  our  Combat,  we  observed  Ravens  alighting 
in  their  forts;  this  left  us  no  doubt  that  they  Were  no  longer 
there,  and  Induced  us  at  the  same  time  to  go  there  without 
distnist.  We  found  that  they  had  fled  somewhat  precipitately, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  left  behind  them  a  portion  of  their  effects 
and  all  their  apakois  (of  which  they  generally  make  their  Cab- 
ins)/ I  at  once  resolved  to  retire  to  my  post.  Taking  with  me 
all  the  Puants,  whom  I  left  on  the  Way  at  la  Baye,  where  they 
Established  themselves  in  a  fort. 

Some  time  after  my  return,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  speak  tx> 
me  with  a  Collar  and  some  branches  of  porcelain,  saying:  "My 
father,  thou  Knowest  that  we  have  always  kept  our  mouths 
diosed  until  now  Regarding  the  cowardice  and  black  perfidy  dis- 
played against  us  by  the  puants  in  Delivering  our  brothers  to 
the  Renards  to  be  eaten,  because  thou  hadst  begged  us  not  to 
take  revenge  for  it  while  we  Were  in  their  country  and  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  so ;  but  today  w^e  ask  thee  as  a  favor  to  permit  us  to 
destroy  them  while  they  are  here  near  us."  I  told  them  at 
once  that  I  would  willingly  consent  were  it  not  that  the  Matter 
seemed  to  me  to  demand  considerable  attention  and  that,  as  I 
was  About  to  start  for  Missilimakinac  for  the  purpose  of  dili- 
gently informing  their  father  Onontio  of  everything  that  Had 
happened  from  the  day  of  my  arrival  among  Them  to  that  of 
my  departure  which  would  shortly  tiike  place,  I  begged  them  to 
defer  the  destruction  of  the  Puant  until  their  father  onontio 
had  himself  decided  it;  and  that  by  doing  so  they  would  con- 
vince me  of  their  good  dispositions  and  perfect  obedience. 

They  also  told  me,  Monsieur,  that  after  the  Blow  they  had 


iThe  apaquois  were  mats  made  of  reeds,  which  most  of  the  Wis- 
consin Indians  used  in  making  cabins,  and  for  many  other  purposes. 
See  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvi,  pp.  366.  368.  369,  374.— Ed. 
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struck  At  the  Renards  with  the  Outaouoys  last  Summer,  they 
had  been  invited  by  the  latter  to  accompany  them  once  more 
and  that  thus  If  they  Came  to  ask  the  same  thing  of  them  this 
year  they  would  go  with  pleasure  and  requested  me  to  place 
myself  at  their  head. 


1730:     FRENCH     AND     INDIANS     GATHER     TO     ATTACK     THE 

FOXES 

[Letter  of  commandant  at  Detroit  (Deschaillons)  to  Beauhamois, 
dated  Aug.  22,  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  53,  c.  11,  fol.  207-214."] 

Monsieur — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Yon  that  a  Savage 
has  jnst  arrived  from  the  river  St.  Joseph  who  reports  that  two 
days  previous  to  EKs  departure  two  Mascoutin  couriers  had 
arrived  in  haste  to  ask  Monsieur  devilliers  for  Assistance  and 
for  powder;  that  they  had  taken  only  two  days  to  come  from 
their  country.  Such  is  the  news  told  me  by  the  Savage  who 
has  arrived  here  that  the  mascoutin  couriers  had  given  at  the 
river  St.  Joseph,  Namely,  Monsieur,  that  the  renards  were  fight- 
ing: with  tho  illinois,  between  le  rocher*  and  the  ouiatanon. 
When  the  ponx,"  mascoutins,  and  quiquapoux  T-oamcd  this,  they 
marched  thither,  and  while  they  advanced  by  slow  stages  be- 
cause they  had  with  Them  a  wounded  man  whom  they  were 
obliged  to  carry,  A  couple  of  young  men  pushed  ahead;  but, 
after  marching  a  short  distance,  those  two  young  men  saw  in 
a  plain  the  renards  fighting  against  the  ilinois;  they  at  once 
came  back  to  warn  the  main  body  of  Their  troops,  who  fell 
Upon  the  renards.  Consequently  the  renards  found  themselves 
by  this  attack  heniincd  in  by  the  ilinois  on  one  side  and  on  the 


iFor  location  of  this  lUinois  landmark,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp. 
100,  o73.     Also  Parkman,  La  Salle  (Boston,  1879),  p.  156. — Ed. 
2 The  Potawatoml. — Ed. 
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other  by  the  poux,  Quiquapaux,  and  masooutins.  But  hardly 
Had  the  last  mentioned  tribes  attacked  the  renards,  trusting  that 
the  ilinois  would  keep  them  in  check  on  the  other  side^  when, 
on  the  contrary,  the  ilinois  took  to  flight.  In  this  first  attack 
Seven  poux  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died;  two 
quiquapoux  of  the  river  St  Joseph  who  Had  Settled  among  The 
Sasquis  [Sauk],  were  also  killed.  This  will  have  a  very  good 
Effect  because  the  Sasquis  Are  said  to  be  excited  against  the 
renards  which  was  far  from  being  the  case  before.  Several 
renards  were  wounded  also,  and  some  are  even  believed  to  have 
been  killed.  The  renards  cried  out  to  the  quiquapoux  And  to 
the  Mascoutins  that  they  would  make  their  Supper  off  them, 
but  raandiche,  the  great  chief  of  Thia  poux  replied  to  them  that 
it  was  they  who  would  Serve  as  food  for  all  the  tribes.  The 
renards  cried  out^some  Time  afterward  that  they  were  not  far 
from  the  ouiatanons,  but  that  they  Would  be  dead  before  reach- 
ing there,  because  they  had  just  observed  the  approach  of  men 
on  horseback.  It  is  believed  that  these  are  Monsieur  de  Vin- 
cenne  with  His  people.  The  French  of  cahosquia  also  told  the 
Ilinois  not  to  go  To  war  because  they  Knew  not  how  to  fight 
And  because  they  Were  women;  but  that  they  were  Going  to 
start  with  their  negroes  to  Help  their  people  who  were  attacked 
And  to  defeat  the  renards.  They  Are  already  a  party  of  con- 
siderable numbers,  for  the  Ilinois  who  had  fled  Have  come  back 
and  Have  joined  the  poux,  quiquapoux,  and  Mascoutins.  They 
have  all  dug  pits  in  the  ground  wherein  to  shelter  Themselves, 
and  the  renards  Are  on  a  wooded  Islet ;  but  If  they  remain  on 
it  there  is  every  appearance  that  they  may  be  defeated  for  the 
Savage  who  has  arrived  from  river  St  Joseph  says  that  Mon- 
sieur de  villiers  is  to  start  with  all  his  people,  who  this  time 
appear  to  be  fairly  Willing.  He  adds  also  that  Monsieur  de 
Villiers  has  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  to  ask  for  the 
Aid  of  Our  Savages ;  but  those  letters  have  not  yet  arrived,  and 
until  they  come  our  Savages  will  not  start  for  they  are  a  little 
Suspicious  of  the  news.  Father  Richardy  told  me  however 
that  he  had  received  yesterday  Evening  a  letter  from  father 
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Messager,*  the  Missionary  at  the  river  St  Joseph,  giving  him 
the  same  news  that  The  Savage  has  brought  me  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  a  few  details.  This  leads  ns  to  believe  that,  the  thing 
Is  true.  The  poux  here  seem  very  determined  to  go,  and  so 
are  a  party  of  oiitawas ;  but  only  a  few  of  the  hurons,  because 
eighty  remained  of  the  party  who  mardied  in  the  Spring. 
Nevertheless  five  of  them  arrived  eight  days  ago  who  brought 
a  scalp  from  the  Chioaehias;*  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  others 
may  rejoin  tlie  army  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  now  near 
the  ouiatanons  Accoording  to  the  route  by  which  they  said  they 
would  Come.  It  Would  be  a  good  And  sure  Reinforcement 
The  iienards  have  also  Said  that  they  expected  shortly  a  strong 
party  of  Iroquois,  who  were  coming  to  join  them  to  facilitate 
the  passage  and  to  enable  them  to  Withdraw  into  the  Iroquois 
country.  They  have  perhaps  said  this  to  Frighten  the  other 
tribes,  but  it  is  very  Certain,  Monsieur,  that  the  iroquois  Are 
great  scoundrels,  and  that  they  daily  Scatter  collars  among  all 
the  tribes  who  Are  Stirred  up  by  the  English  and  who  Are  very 
much  opposed  to  us.  If  our  people  start  I  find  myself  obliged 
to  give  them  powder  and  ball  as  they  have  already  given  me  to 
Understand;  but  I  shall  do  so  with  all  the  discretion  in  my 
power.  If  the  news  turns  out  tnie,  and  should  any  fight  of 
any  consequence  occur,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  sending  a 
special  messenger  to  give  you  news  of  it,  for  I  think  that  this 
is  the  last  courier  who  will  leave  from  here  this  year. 


lArmand  de  la  Richardie,  Jesuit  missionary  to  the  Huron  at 
Detroit,  was  bom  In  1686,  came  to  Canada  In  1725,  and  In  1728  was 
assigned  to  the  Huron  mission,  where  he  remained  until  about  1753. 
He  died  at  Quebec  In  1758.  For  sketch  of  Father  Mesaiger  (Messager), 
see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  446. — Ed. 

2  The  Chickasaw,  a  Southern  tribe,  whose  villages  were  in  what 
is  now  Tennessee  and  northern  Mississippi  and  Alabama;  they  were 
hostile  to  the  French  and  to  the  French  Indians. — Ed. 


Il 
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1730:     RIVER  OF  THE  WEST  RISES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  15,  1730» 
accompanying  a  map  designed  to  endorse  the  project  of  La  V^rendrye.^ 
MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  218."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  a  Copy  of  a 
Map  of  the  course  of  the  river  of  the  west^  made  by  the  aavago 
Ochagao  and  others. 

If  the  account  of  these  savages  is  accurate  that  river  must 
discharge  above  California.  The  Sieur  Chaussegros  has  traced, 
from  the  Sieur  de  I'lsle's*  map  on  a  flying  sheet,  the  course  of 
that  river  reduced  according  to  the  map.  He  finds  that  the 
River  discharges  toward  the  Entrance  discovered  by  Martin 
Dagiiilar.^     He  has  also  reduced  the  Savages'  map  on  which 

there  are  three  Scales  while  his  is  drawn  to  one  only  and  shows 


1  Pierre  Gaultier  de  Varennes,  sieur  de  la  V^rendrye,  was  the  son  of 
a  Canadian  colonist  and  Marie  Boucher,  sister  of  Perridre  and  Mont- 
bnin.  He  was  bom  in  1685,  and  crossing  to  Europe  served  in  the'War 
of  the  Spanish  Succession,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  Malplaquet. 
In  1726  he  was  again  in  New  France,  serving  at  a  small  post  north 
of  Lake  Superior.  There  he  met  Indians,  whose  description  of  a  great 
river  to  the  west  fired  his  zeal  for  exploration.  He  sent  two  memor- 
ials to  the  governor  on  this  subject,  the  second  of  which  is  printed 
in  Suite,  Histoire  des  Canadiens  Frangais  (Montreal,  1882),  vi,  pp. 
145-150.  In  this  he  speaks  of  a  map  made  by  the  savage  Ochagac,  to 
which  Beauhamois  alludes  in  this  document,  and  which  we  here  pre- 
sent in  reduced  facsimile.  For  the  later  history  of  V^rendrye's  explor- 
ations, see  Parkman,  Half  Century  of  Conflict  (Boston,  1892),  ch.  16; 
Winsor,  Mississippi  Basin    (Boston,  1895),  ch.  10. — Ed. 

^Gaspard  Chaussegros  de  L6ry  was  a  noted  engineer,  who  built  the 
walls  of  Quebec.  The  Del  isles,  Claude  and  Guillaume,  father  and  son, 
were  the  most  noted  French  cartographers  of  their  day.  In  1703  they 
issued  their  first  map  of  New  France,  of  which  there  were  numerous 
re-issues,  corrected  to  date. — Ed. 

3  Martin  Aguilar  was  a  Spanish  discoverer,  who  explored  the  Cali- 
fornia coast  early  in  the  17th  century.  An  inlet  toward  the  north 
(possibly  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia)  was  called  by  his  name  in  the 
maps  of  the  period. — Ed. 
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the  whole  course  of  the  river  from  the  height  of  land  beyond 
Lake  Superior  to  above  California.  The  savages  have  traced 
on  the  map  the  upper  portion  of  the  Mississippi  river  which, 
takes  Its  rise  to  the  South  of  I^ke  Ouinipigou/  and  according 

to  the  Sieur  de  I'Isle's  map  the  river  Rio  Colorado  would  take 
its  riso  about  the  same  Spot. 

I  observed  with  the  Sieur  Chaussegros  that  this  country  is 
traversed  by  two  great  rivers  which  take  their  rise  about  the 
middle:  one  flowB  toward  the  East  which  is  the  St.  Lawrence^ 
the  other  to  the  south  which  is  the  mississipy.  There  would 
remain  to  the  west  an  Extent  of  territory  from  Seven  to  eight 
hundred  leagues  in  width,  without  any  large  river  in  it.  This 
would  be  contrary  to  all  the  knowledge  we  have  of  countries 
that  are  known  in  the  world ;  where  in  so  vast  an  Area  there  is 
always  some  great  river  that  traverses  it;  which  leads  me  to 
think  that  the  savages  may  tell  the  truth,  for  it  is  not  natural 
that  in  so  vast  an  Extent  there  should  not  be  a  great  river ;  and 
it  seems  that  the  river  of  which  the  Savages  speak  discharges 
into  the  southern  sea.  We  know  the  rivers  indicated  on  the 
Sieur  de  I'lsle's  map  and  according  to  the  course  that  the  Sav- 
ages give  to  the  river  of  the  west,  it  flows  to  the  Entrance  re- 
cently discovered  by  Martin  Daguilar,  where  we  know  of  no 
other  river  above  or  to  the  north. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 

neur.  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhabnois 
Quebec,  October  15th,  1730. 


1  Lake  Winnipeg. — En. 
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1730:     COPPER  MINES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[The  first  is  a  letter  dated  Oct.  18,  1730,  translated  from  a  transcript 
from  the  Paris  archives,  in  Macalester  College  library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  published  in  Macalester  College  Contributions,  1st  Series,  No.  4, 
pp.  112,  113.  The  second  is  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart 
to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  22,  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Min- 
istdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  52» 
c.  11,  fol.  103."] 

We  cannot  as  yet  write  anything  positive  as  to  the  situation, 
extent,  and  richness  of  the  copper  mine  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  bay  of  Chagouamigon.  The  officer  whom  Monsieur  de 
Beauhamois  sent  to  find  out  about  it,  has  not  been  able  to  en- 
lighten ns  on  the  subject,  as  has  been  desired.  He  contented 
himself  with  bringing  us  a  piece  of  copper  weighing  eighteen 
pounds,  which  has  the  odor,  color,  and  weight  of  ordinary  red 
copper.  This  ingot  was  given  him  by  a  savage  from  that  locality, 
without  his  being  able  to  learn  from  him  the  situation  of  this 
mine,  in  order  to  go  there.  The  savages  are  superstitious  about 
these  sorts  of  discoveries.  Thev  feel  thev  would  rather  die  than 
reveal  them.  If  we  can  get  any  more  precise  knowledge  con- 
cerninio:  this  mine,  we  will  have  the  honor  of  rendering  you  an 
account  of  it,  and  the  measures  necessary  for  transportation. 
We  will  neglect  no  means  of  ascertaining. 


MoxsEioxEUR — We  have  received  the  letter  that  vou  did 
us  the  honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  28th  of  March  last. 
Monsietir  de  Beauhamois  sent  orders  in  the  spring  to  the 
officer  commanding  at  la  pointe  de  Chagouamigon  to  obtain  all 
the  necessary  Information  respecting  the  situation,  the  extent, 
and  also  the  quality  of  the  Copper  mine  in  the  Neighborhood  of 
that  post.  He  has  not  yet  received  news  from  him.  We  Hope 
to  be  in  a  Position  to  give  you  information  on  this  matter  next 
Year.  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  has  recommended  the  officers 
and  Voyageurs  to  notify  him  of  all  the  discoveries  that  they  may 
make  and  which  may  affect  the  welfare  of  the  Colony. 

Monsieur  hocquart  informs  us,  Monseigneur,  by  a  private 
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Letter  of  the  Pbsition  of  affairs  of  brother  Chrestien  with  his 
creditors. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

BEArHARNOTS 

HOCQUAIIT 
Quebec.  October  22nd,  1730. 


1730:     LIGNERY  ACQUITTED  OF  MISBEHAVIOUR  IN  1728 

[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  23,  1870.  M& 
in  archives  of  MInistdre  des  Colonies.  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  53,  c.  11.  fol.  174."] 

MoNSEioNEm — I  have  received  the  Letter  that  you  did  rae 
the  honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  25th  of  April  last.  We  have 
had  the  honor  of  rendering  yon  an  account  jointly.  Monsieur 
the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  and  myself,  of  what  occurred 
respecting  Monsieur  de  Lignery's  affair,  and  we  Sent  you  the 
proceedings  and  the  judgment  rendered  by  the  Court  Martial 
assembled  for  that  Object.  It'  did  not  appear  to  the  officers 
composing  the  Court  that  there  was  any  proof  that  the  Sieur 
de  Lignery  had  misbehaved  either  as  regards  the  expedition 
under  his  charge  and  the  purchases  of  Provisions  that  he  caused 
to  be  effect/*d  at  Michilimakinac,  or  the  munitions  that  he  left 
at  that  post.  TFo  was  acquitted  and  relieved  of  every  charge. 
For  my  part,  T  did  everything  in  my  power  to  throw 
Light  upon  the  Sieur  do  Lignery's  conduct.  I  caused  the  Sieur 
Dulaurent  and  Martel,  the  Storekee]ier  or  Commissary  of  Sup- 
plies who  Followed  the  detachment,  to  be  heard.  I  Wrote  early 
in  the  spring  to  the  Sieur  Dubuisson  to  sell  the  remainder  of 
the  munitions  left  at  Michilimakinac.  That  officer  answered 
me  on  the  lOtli  of  July  that  he  had  offered  them  for  sale,  but 
that  there  were  so  few  articles  and  these  were  in  so  wretched  a 
Condition  that  the  voyageurs  would  barely  condescend  to  look 
at  them ;  that  the  articles  will  always  remain  in  the  Condition 
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in  ^^ilich  they  were  left  with  hiiii  with  the  exception  of  2  or  8 
pounds  of  vermilion,  a  little  black  tobacco,  and  three  pounds  of 
thread  of  which  he  has  made  use  to  give  some  presents  to  the 
savages.  Such  is  the  account  given  me  by  the  Sieur  Dubuisson. 
I  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  to  inform  you  last  year  that  of 
these  goods,  some  to  the  amount  of  1384  livres,  6  sols,  3  deniers, 
were  taken  and  Used  in  paying  the  garrison  during  the  year 
1728,  the  Special  account  of  which  has  Been  established  and 
included  in  the  Statement  of  the  sales  made  to  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur, Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

HOCQUART 

Quebec,  October  23rd,  1730. 


1730:     SERVICES  OP  DE  NOV  AN 

[ESctract  of  a  letter  from  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated, 
Oct.  23,  1730.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  53,  c.  11, 
fol.  167.1 

Monseigneur — 
******** 

Messieurs  de  T^ngueuil  and  de  Xoyon  are  going  tx)  France  on 
the  ship  la  Marguerite  belonging  to  the  Sieur  flenry.  The  latter 
seemed  to  me  thoroughly  well-informed  regarding  The  upper 
country  and  detroit  in  particular.  He  communicated  to  me  the 
project  he  sent  you  last  year.  He  is  particularly  anxious  about 
The  construction  of  a  bark  on  Lake  Erie  for  the  conveyance  of 
furs ;  and  his  suggestion  that  the  Commandant  of  detroit  should 
not  carry  on  any  trade,  seems  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  service. 
But  it  would  not  be  advisable  at  present  to  abandon  any  of  the 
posts  where  the  French  are  established.  That  officer  passes  for 
an  intelligent  man,  thoroughly  disinterested  and  zealous  for 
The  service.     He  spent  only  24  hours  in  Quebec  and  I  had  not 
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time  to  obtain  from  Him  all  the  information  which  he  will 
communicate  to  You,  Monseigneur,  in  detail 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect^  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

HOCQUAET 

Quebec.  October  23rd,  1730. 


1730:     DUBUISSON  REPORTS  CONDITION  OF  THE  FOXES 

[Lietter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  28, 
1730.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  222.] 

Monseigneur — Monsieur  Dubuisson,  who  has  returned 
from  Michilimakinae,  has  given  me  no  other  news  than  that 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  the  King's  ship  with 
this  difference,  Monseigneur,  that  the  opinion  of  all  the  nations 
is  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Renards  not  to  die  of  hunger  for 
thev  have  Been  harassed  on  all  sides,  thev  are  burdened  with  a 
very  large  number  of  women  and  Children,  and  have  not  had 
time  to  Sow  anything. 

That  officer,  Monseigneur,  has  been  deeply  affected  at  not 
finding  Himself  among  the  number  of  those  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  The  Cross  of  St  Louis.  He  haa 
received  three  wounds  on  his  Body :  two  from  gun-shots,  and  the 
third  from  an  arrow.  He  is  one  of  the  greatest  Warriors  here. 
He  left  the  Post  of  Michilimakinae  solelv  because  there  is  no 
other  food  there  but  Fish  which  entirely  disagrees  with  persons 
who  are  Subject  to  nephritis.  He  has  had  a  very  severe  attack 
of  it.  He  has  a  son  who  is  tall  and  well  formed  and  very  well 
suited  for  War. 

The  movement,  Monseigneur,  that  has  taken  place  at  all  the 
Posts  against  the  Eenards  has  had  an  excellent  effect  by  putting 
a  stop  to  the  too  bold  Discourses  of  the  savages  against  the 
,  French. 
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I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  28th,  1730. 


1730:     VICTORY  OVER  THE  POXES 

[A  letter  of  Nov.  2,  1730,  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the 
French  Minister,  giving  news  of  De  Villiers's  ylctory,  is  to  be  found 
In  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  107,  108. 

The  two  following  circumstantial  accounts  are  translated  from 
transcripts  of  MSS.  In  tbe  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris, 
Collection  Moreau-Saint  M6ry,  vol.  9,  f.  11,  1727-1731.  There  are  In 
that  volume  five  documents  describing  this  defeat;  but  on  examination 
these  prove  to  be  but  two  different  accounts.  The  first,  which  is  evi- 
dently from  an  Illinois  source,  is  found  in  folios  140  and  322.  The 
former  is  wrongly  dated  1728,  having  been  inserted  by  an  ignorant 
archivist,  who  noted  that  date  near  the  beginning  of  the  document. 
That  found  in  folio  322,  bears  date,  Sept.  9,  1730;  but  as  that  was  the 
day  after  the  Foxes'  sortie,  as  appears  by  the  document,  it  seems  prob- 
able that  the  latter  portion  was  written  some  days  later.  The  second 
document  is  a  letter  from  De  Villiers  to  Beauharnois.  dated  Sept. 
23d,  1730;  it  is  from  folio  314.  That  in  folio  324  is  identical,  and  that 
of  folio  312  an  extract] 

The  Renards,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Maskoutins  and 
quikapous,  had  waged  open  war  upon  us  and  our  Savage  allies 
for  many  years;  they  Surprised  our  detachments,  carried  off 
our  Voyageurs,  frustrated  all  our  plans  and  Harassed  us  Even 
in  our  settlements,  which  we  could  Cultivate  only  with  weapons 
at  hand.  Attempts  had  been  made  on  several  occasions  to 
destroy  them ;  But  lack  of  Concert,  the  Spirit  of  self-interest, 
and  the  bad  Management  of  those  who  at  various  times  were 
Entrusted  with  That  undertaking,  always  caused  it  to  miscarry. 
Finally  an  event  occurred  that  Brought  about  their  disunion 
and  the  destruction  of  the  renards. 

In  the  month  of  October  of  The  year  1728,  A  band  of  Quika- 
pous and  Maskoutins  captured  on  the  Missisipy  seventeen 
Frenchmen  who  were  going  down  from  the  Sioux  to  the  Illinois. 
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They  deliberated  at  first  as  to  Whether  they  should  Bum  them 
or  hand  them  over  to  the  Eenards  who  demanded  them.  But 
father  Guignas,  a  Jesuit  Missionary,  who  was  among  the  pri*- 
oners,  won  their  Confidence,  and  finally  Succeeded  in  detaching 
them  from  the  Benards,  and  in  inducing  them  to  sue  for  peace 
with  us.  He  himself,  after  Five  months  Captivity,  Game  with 
them  to  the  fort  Chartres  where  peace  was  concluded  According 
to  their  Wishes. 

The  Renards,  weakened  and  disconcerted  by  This  divisioni 
thought  of  taking  Refuge,  by  way  of  the  Ouyatannons,  with  the 
Iroquois,  the  friends  of  the  English.  The  quinkapous  and 
Maskoutins  found  out  their  designs  and  notified  all  The  French 
posts  of  Louisiana  and  Canada.  Their  Good  faith  was  doubted 
for  soiriie  tiiiK*  and  Monsieur  De  St  Ange,  the  Commandant  of 
fort  Chartres,*  could  not  induce  the  French  setters  to  take  the 
Field. 

Meanwhile,  the  Illinois  of  the  Village  of  Cakokias  Came,  in 
the  month  of  July  1730,  to  tell  us  that  The  Renards  had  taken 
some  of  their  people  prisoners  and  had  Burned  the  son  of  their 
great  Chief  near  le  Rocher  on  the  River  of  the  Illinois.  In 
consequence  of  This  newsj  added  to  the  warnings  received  from 
elsewhere,  an  expedition  set  out;  the  Savages  were  assembled; 
^lonsionr  do  Rt  Anirn  plaood  himself  at  thei  head  of  the  French 
and  on  the  lOlh  of  August  the  Latter  Joined  the  three  or  fonr 
Hundred  Savages  who  had  preceded  them  bv  a  few  Days,  bring- 
ing up  our  anuy  to  a  strength  of  .^00  men. 

Tlie  f|uika]ioiis,  ^InskoutinT^  and  Illinois  of  le  Rocher  had 
Made  Themselves  masters  of  the  passes  on  the  Xorth  east  side 
an<]  this  probably  ei)nip(4kMl  the  Renards  to  build  a  fort  at  ^® 
Rocher,  A  league  l)elow  them,  to  Protect  Themselves  agaiti*^ 
their  Attacks.  We  had  news  of  the  enemy  on  the  12th,  throu^^ 
One  of  onr  scouts  who  told  us  where  their  fort  was  situate^ ! 
that  ho  had  Counted  a  Hundred  and  Eleven  Cabins,  and  tk*-^ 
we  were  at  a  Distance  of  only  two  or  three  Days'  journey  fro-^ 
them.     We  therefore  continued  our  march  through  a  Wood^^ 


iFor  biographical  sketch,  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvi,  p.  443. — ^Ed. 
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country,  and  on  the  17th  at  Daybreak  we  came  in  Sight  of  The 
enemy.  We  met  a  band  of  40  men  who  were  out  Hunting  and 
whom  we  Compelled  to  Regain  their  fort 

This  was  A  small  Grove  of  trees  surrounded  by  a  palisade 
Situated  on  a  gentle  slope  Rising  on  the  West  and  North  west 
Side  on  the  bank  of  a  small  River,  in  such  manner  that  on  the 
East  and  South  east  Sides  they  were  exposed  to  our  fire.  Their 
Cabins  Were  very  small  and  Excavated  in  the  earth  Like  the 
Burrows  of  the  Foxes  from  which  they  take  their  name. 

At  the  sound  of  the  first  gun-Shots  the  Quikapous,  Maskou- 
tins,  and  Illinois  who  had  frequently  come  in  contact  with  their 
bands,  and  who  had  been  waiting  for  Aid  for  A  month,  Joined 
us  to  the  number  of  200.  Our  men  were  posted.  By  order  of 
Monsieur  de  St  Ange,  so  as  to  Blockade  the  renarda,  who  made 
two  unsuccessful  sorties  that  Day.  Trenches  were  dug  the  Fol- 
lowing night  and  Every  man  worked  to  fortify  Himself  in  the 
post  assigned  to  him. 

On  the  19th,  the  enemy  demanded  a  parley ;  they  offered  to 
Etestore  the  captives  they  had  formerly  taken  from  the  Illinois, 
and  in  fact  they  Gave  up  some.  But  it  was  found  that  they 
were  Seeking  only  to  Deceive  us,  and  we  Recommenced  our  fire 
Against  them  on  the  Morrow. 

During  the  following  Days  we  were  Joined  by  50  or  60 
Frenchmen  and  500  Poiiatamis  and  Sakis  savages  brought  by 
Monsieur  De  Villiors,  the  Commandant  at  the  River  St  Joseph, 
Oiiyatannons  and  Peangiiichias.*  A  fresh  Parley  took  place. 
The  Renards  begged  for  their  Lives  with  presents  in  their  hands. 
Monsier  De  Villors  seemed  inclined  to  consent  but  His  Party 
was  not  The  most  numerous,  and  he  could  not  Conclude  anything 
without  the  Consent  of  the  French  and  of  the  Dlinois  Savages 
who  Would  not  agree  to  any  compromise. 

Meanwhile  it  was  Found  that  the  Sakis  were  betraying  us. 
Being  the  kindred  and  allies  of  the  Renards,  they  dealt  in  an 
underhand  manner  with  them,  supplied  them  with  munitions 


iThis  is  either  an  hiatus  in  or  a  corruption  of  the  manuscript.    See 
De  Villlers's  account,  for  the  conduct  of  these  two  tribes. — Ed. 
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and  took  steps  to  favor  their  escape.  Our  Savages,  who  dia 
covered  this  on  the  1st  of  Septemher,  rose  in  a  body  and  wm 
about  to  fall  On  the  Sakis,  when  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  at  Uk 
head  of  100  French  Advanced  to  close  all  avenues  leading  ti 
the  fort  on  the  Side  of  the  Sakis,  and  Restored  order. 

We  feigned  not  to  notice  This  Treachery  Until  the  arrival  o: 
Monsieur  de  Noielle/  the  Commandant  of  the  Miamis,  whi 
came  to  our  Camp  the  same  Day  with  10  Frenchmen  and  2(H 
Savages.  He  was  the  bearer  of  an  order  from  Monsieur  Thi 
Governor  of  Canada  forbidding  the  making  of  any  treaty  witil 
the  Renards.  A  General  Council  was  held  at  which  the  Sakii 
were  put  to  shame  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  Th< 
enemy  should  be  destroyed. 

But  we,  as  well  as  the  Eenards,  had  Long  been  Suffering 
from  hunger;  our  Savages,  being  Eeduced  to  Eating  theii 
dressed  hides,  became  Discouraged;  200  Dlinois  deserted  oi 
the  7th  of  September.  Tliii^  bad  example  had  Xo  Conse 
quences;  the  Eenards  were  pressed  more  and  more  closelj; 
the  troops  under  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  Built,  at  a  distance  oi 
two  pistol-shots,  A  small  fort  destined  to  Cut  off  their  CSoxn- 
munication  with  the  Eiver  and  everything  seemed  to  presage 
A  complete  Victory  in  our  favor. 


3  Nicolas  Joseph  des  NoyeUes,  Sieur  de  Fleurimont,  was  one  of  the 
best  known  officers  in  the  Canadian  service.  Born  in  France  (1694)i 
he  was  ensign  in  the  colonial  troops  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  ft 
lieutenant  in  1721,  and  captain  in  1732.  During  the  last  war  with  the 
English,  Des  NoycUes  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  command  at  Troii 
Hividres.  His  earliest  known  service  in  the  West  was  among  the 
Miami:  his  unsuccessful  expedition  against  the  Foxes  in  1734  is  dft 
tailed  in  the  present  volume.  This  did  not  prevent  his  appointment 
to  command  at  Detroit  in  1736,  where  he  served  ahout  two  years.  Ii 
1743,  Des  Noyelles  was  appointed  to  succeed  La  V^rendrye  In  pum 
ing  Northwest  explorations,  and  for  four  years,  with  but  little  sucoes* 
he  pushed  toward  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In  1747,  he  was  made  oosi 
mandant  at  Mackinac,  where,  for  two  years,  his  son  had  been  secom 
in  command.  Des  Noyelles  died  before  1767,  when  his  eldest  soil  wa 
living  in  France,  and  the  younger  at  Quebec.  See  Wis.  Hist,  CoUi 
V,  p.  121,  for  brief  biographical  note. — Ed. 
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But,  on  the  8th  of  September,  A  Violent  storni  with  dreadful 
thunder  and  Continual  rain  Interrupted  our  work.  The  Day 
was  Followed  by  a  night  as  Eainy  as  it  was  dark  and  very  cold. 
The  renards  seized  The  opportunity  and  issued  in  Silence  from 
their  fort  This  was  at  once  perceived  through  the  Crying  of 
the  children.  But  what  could  be  done  and  how  was  it  possible 
to  Becognize  anybody  in  Such  Obscurity  ?  There  was  as  much 
Fear  of  killing  our  own  people  as  of  Letting  the  enemy  escape. 
Nevertheless  all  were  Under  arms  and  the  Savages  advanced 
On  both  flanks  of  the  fugitives  to  be  ready  to  attack  them  as 
soon  as  Day  broke.  Daylight  came  at  last  and  All  set  out  in 
Pursuit  Our  Savages,  who  were  fresher  and  more  Vigorous, 
Soon  Overtook  them. 

The  women,  children,  and  Old  men  walked  at  the  head,  and 
the  Warriors  posted  Themselves  in  the  rear  to  Protect  them;. 
Their  ranks  avoic  at  once  Broken  and  defeated.  The  number  of 
those  killed  and  captured  was  about  300  Warriors,  besides  the 
women  and  children.  It  is  Agreed  on  all  sides  that  not  more 
than  50  or  60  men  Escaped  Without  guns  and  Without  any  of 
the  Implements  for  procuring  their  Subsistence.  The  Dlinois 
of  le  rocher,  the  Maskoutins,  and  quikapous  Are  now  in  pursuit 
of  this  small  Eemnant  of  fugitives,  and  the  first  news  we  shall 
get  will  tell  us  of  the  total  destruction  of  That  Wretched  Na- 
tion. 

We  do  not  yet  Know  How  many  Warriors  the  Nations  of 
Canada  have  killed  nor  how  many  prisoners  they  have  taken. 

Letter  of  De  Villiers 

MoNsiEUE — I  Had  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  report  on  my 
first  journey  to  le  rocher,  with  the  nations  to  prevent  the  renards 
from  passing  over  to  The  Iroquois. 

The  first  step  I  hasten  to  take  on  my  arrival  here,  is  to  des- 
patch to  you  a  canoe,  in  which  I  send  my  son,^  in  order  that  he 

iThis  was,  doubtless,  Louis  Coulon  de  Villiers,  who  afterwards 
attacked  Washington  at  Fort  Necessity.  For  a  biographical  sketch. 
Bee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  118,  119. — Ed. 
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may  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  of  the  blow  inflicted  by 
me,  at  the  head  of  the  Frendi  and  savages,  upon  the  renards, 
who  were  going  to  join  The  Iroquois  and  who  were  stopped  by 
The  poutouatamis,  mascoutins,  quikapoux,  And  The  jllinois 
of  le  rocher. 

On  the  6th  of  August  two  mascoutins  came  to  us  here,  who 
had  been  Sent  expressly  by  their  chiefs,  to  inform  me  that  the 
renards  had  struck  The  poutouatamis,  quikapoux,  mascoutins, 
and  jllinois.  And  the  Latter,  in  revenge,  had  pursued  them  and 
found  them  marching  in  a  body  with  Their  women  and  chil- 
dren in  the  direction  of  the  jroquois;  and  had  come  to  blows 
with  them.  Our  people  then  numbered  only  About  Two  hun- 
dred men,  as  one  Hundred  had  been  allowed  to  depart  on  the 
previous  day.  The  attack  began  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Tliey  defeated  The  renards  and  put  them  to  flight.  But  the  latter 
rallied  and  gained  renewed  vigor;  they  fought  until  nightfall. 
In  this  affair  Our  people  had  Six  men  killed,  and  three  wounded. 
One  of  our  Bravest  war-chiefs,  named  Okeia,  was  among  the 
dead,  and  Pindigache,  another  chief,  was  Wounded.  The 
renards  had  seven  men  killed  And  thirty  wounded.  During 
The  night,  The  poutouatamis  posted  themselves  on  a  hill  in 
the  prairie  and  dug  holes  in  the  earth  by  way  of  a  fort.  On 
their  side.  The  renards  with  their  families  took  possession  of  a 
small  grove  of  trees  and  fortified  themselves.  On  The  follow- 
ing day,  they  parleyed  with  one  another  to  gain  time  and  to 
obtain  assistance.  Thiring  these  parleys,  the  Pouatouamis  sent 
Papissa,  with  a  yoimg  man  to  the  ouyatanons  to  ask  aid  of  the 
tribes  and  the  French  at  that  post.  The  majscoutins  sent  to 
ask  me  to  join  the  poutouatamis  and  to  likewise  come  to  their 
assistance. 

Tlie  jllinois  in  tlio  same  manner,  sent  nnossages  to  the  caokias. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  the  news  I  notified  the  Sieur  Denoyelles,  and 
sent  two  Savages  to  Detroit,  but  they  did  not  reach  there  in 
time. 

I  started  from  my  post  on  the  10th  of  August,  with  the 
French  Who  were  then  in  a  condition  to  March,  and  with  all 
the  savages  here,  including  Poutouatamis,  Myamis,  and  Saquis 
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and  proceeded  to  the  place  where  the  renards  were.  On  the 
way  I  took  with  me  The  quikapoux  and  maskoutins,  making 
about  300  men  in  all.  Monsieur  de  St  Ange  was  already  there 
with  100  Frenchmen  and  400  savages,  including  Kaoquias, 
missouris,  and  Peorias,  and  The  200  of  our  savages  who  had 
already  fought  with  them.  The  Ouyatanons  and  peanguichias 
also  arrived  on  the  same  day  as  I  did,  so  that  in  a  short  time 
we  numbered  About  1400  men.  I  was  about  to  forget  one 
particular  circumstance,  Monsieur,  While  Papissa  was  among 
the  ouyatanons,  the  renards  also  sent  two  men  there  with  a 
Collar  and  cahimets  to  ask  their  aid  against  the  Poutouatamis, 
maskoutins,  and  quikapoux,  against  whom  they  had  just  fought, 
and  who  were  watching  them ;  at  the  same  time  they  asked  them 
to  leave  the  road  open  to  enable  them  to  go  in  peace  with  their 
families  to  the  jroquois.  The  ouyatanons  replied  that  they 
would  assist  them ;  that  they  would  remain  where  they  were  and 
fortify  themselves  and  that  they  would  soon  see  them. 

The  renards'  fort  was  in  a  small  Grove  of  trees,  on  the  bank 
of  a  little  river  running  through  a  vast  prairie,  more  than  four 
leagues  in  circumference,  without  a  tree,  except  Two  groves 
about  60  arpents  from  one  another.  Monsieur  de  St  Ange  had 
camped  with  His  savages  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  had 
built  redoubts  to  prevent  their  obtaining  Water,  but  they  had 
excavated  underground  passages  leading  to  the  River.  I 
camped,  with  my  savages  and  the  Frenchmen  who  had  joined 
me,  on  the  right  of  their  fort,  where  I  erected  two  others,  with 
a  Cavalier  in  each  to  beat  them  back  into  their  own  And  prevent 
them  from  descending  into  the  ditches  they  had  outside.  I  had 
a  trench  opened  to  approach  them  more  closely,  without  risk 
to  anybody  and  had  an  attempt  made  to  set  fire  to  their  fort 
This  trench  made  them  uneasy,  and  caused  them  to  move  about 
more  than  usual.  As  soon  as  they  saw  that  the  earth  was  being 
excavated,  a  shower  of  gun-shots  fell  in  good  fashion. 

Tlio  onyat^nons  wlio  apparently  were  unwilling  to  completely 

break  Their  promise  to  them,  asked  me  to  allow  them  to  call  a 

man  who  was  their  ally;  saying  that  thereby  they  might  get 

some  illinois  women  whom  they  held  in  captivity.     I  allowed 
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them  to  do  so,  on  condition  that  I  should  see  no  other  meat 
Come  out  of  that  village  than  my  own.  This  they  promised,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  man  came  out,  with  four  Slaves  and  a 
Collar,  which  he  presented  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  renard.  I 
would  not  listen  to  him.  I  said  that  it  was  Illinois  flesh  that  I 
asked  for,  and  that  I  would  have  no  other.  He  returned  and  in 
several  trips  brought  mo  what  I  wanted.  The  Saquis  took 
advantage  of  this  delay,  and  appn^ached  the  fort  in  spite  of 
the  French,  who  WTro  on  guard  there.  They  got  out  a  number 
of  children  and  gave  food  to  the  rcnards,  so  that  I  was  obliged 
to  open  fire  on  the  fort,  to  compel  them  to  retire. 

Our  tribes  were  very  anxious  to  spare  the  renards'  lives,  and 
proposed  an  act  of  troachei*}*  to  me.  Their  design  was  that  I 
should  promise  Them  their  lives,  that  I  should  make  them  come 
out  And  that  they  would  fall  on  them.  It  was  in  nowise  their 
intention  to  do  so;  their  only  object  was  to  secure  captives.  I 
oppof-rd  this,  ?(^oinir  that  it  could  only  result  in  sparing  the  lives 
of  those  wretches,  who  would  undoubtedlv  Continue  on  their 
way  to  The  jroquois.  Every  day  they  found  fresh  subjects  on 
which  to  speak  to  me.  They  came  back  twice  with  their  chil- 
dren and  with  collars,  to  move  me.  But  although  they  had 
been  pale,  I  made  them  turn  as  if  painted  red,  by  telling  them 
that  all  their  words  were  in  vain  And  that  thev  were  not  to  come 
l)ack  airain.  Tliov  n<l<lrpssod  thenisolvos  to  Monsieur  de  St 
Ange,  who  listened  to  them  no  more  than  I  did.  Nevertheless, 
We  fired  some  shots  at  them  as  thev  re-entered  their  fort.  Thev 
suffered  much  from  hunger  because,  for  four  days  previous  to 
Their  flight,  they  lived  only  on  apichimonis,^  Monsieur  de 
Xoyellov^  arrivoil  with  the  nations  of  His  post,  which  gave  U9 
a  reinforcement  of  a  hundred  men ;  these  would  have  lx?en  very 
Useful  to  us,  liad  the  Savages  been  willing  to  mount  g\iard  night 
and  dav,  but  as  soon  as  the  least  bad  weather  set  in,  thev  would 
not  come  out  of  their  cabins  and  we  were  not  enough  French- 
men to  man  the  ontire  contravallation. 


iNote  on  original   manuscript:     "these  are  Their  coverings  made 
of  Skins." 
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The  Renards  held  out  for  twenty-three  days.     On  the  8th  of 
September,  we  had  the  finest  weather  in  the  world  until  an 
hour  from  sunset,  when  a  Terrible  storm  of  wind  and  rain  arose 
which  lasted  until  the  ni^ht,  which  was  very  dark  and  Foggy, 
so  that,  in  spite  of  all  I  could  say  to  our  Savages,  I  was  unable 
to  niako  thoni  ^lard  all  Tlie  outlets.     The  Eenards  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  to  come  out  of  their  fort  and  flee.     We  per- 
ceived this  at  first  from  the  crying  of  the  children  w-hich  we 
heard,  and  we  learned  it  from  a  Sauteux  woman  who  came  into 
the  trench  to  surrender.     I  at  once  prepared  to  |>iirsne  them  at 
day-break.     We  followed  them  with  Our  Savages  and  routed 
them,  and  more  than  200  warriors  were  killed.     Xo  other  chief 
Escaped  except  Licaouais,  of  whom,  however,  w^e  have  no  in- 
fonnation.     The  others  were  made  prisoners  and  placed  in  The 
hands  of  tlio  Kaoqnias,  who  \nll  assnrcydly  not  spare  their  lives. 
Those  who  escaped  from  us  threw  away  all  they  had,  even  to 
their  powder-horns  in  order  that  they  might  escape;  but  few 
remain.     The  prisoners  told  us  that  they  had  fought  against 
The  Scioux  in  the  spring  and  very  likely  this  is  tnie.     I  Found 
their  village  very  small,  although  I  do  not  refer  to  that  in  w^hich 
they  were  shut  up,  Bnt  to  two  Of  their  Camps  which  I  saw  in 
the  prairies  where  they  had  lived  during  The  summer.     Our 
Quicapoux  and  mascouMns  did'  w^ondors  on  this  expedition,  and 
all  did  equally  well,  vying  with  one  another.     Had  it  not  been 
for  The  desertion  of  800  Kaokias  who  had  only  just  abandoned 
Monsieur  de  St.  Ange,  and  for  the  absence  of  100  men  from 
my  camp  who  had  gone  Hunting  to  supply  us  with  food,  not 
a  single  Eenard  would  have  escaped.     I  can  assure  you.  Mon- 
sieur, that  we  made  The  renards  fast,  but  that  we  fasted  almost 
as  much  as  They.     My  son,  w^lio  has  just  come  out  of  The 
action,  will  give  you  whatever  details  I  may  have  omitled.     I 
take  the  lil^erty.  Monsieur,  of  begging  your  protection  for  Him. 
I  have  had  no  more  urgent  desire,  than  to  Send  Him  to  you 
that  he  may  have  The  honor  of  bringing  you  this  Xews. 

All  our  nations  are  preparing  to  go  in  the  spring  to  pay  you 
their  homage,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  tell  you  of  their  dead, 
Especially  Louis  Lamech;   they  are  Oiiy^amegousy,  Pindi- 
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gacb6,  oiiataouas^  and  Ou6£[gu6y  who  kept  the  Eenards  in 
sight  all  summer  Without  abandoning  them,  with  the  quika- 
poux  and  masooutins. 

The  sieur  de  ViUiers,  the  youuger,  adds*  that  the  nations 
returned  home  well  pleased  with  the  compliments  they  had 
received  from  Monsieur  His  father^  each  one  in  particular  and 
all  in  general,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  who  had  done 
best  on  that  occasion,  all  having  displayed  uncommon  ardor 
and  courage. 

That  in  order  to  thank  Monsieur  The  commandant  and  the 
officers,  all  the  chiefs  of  Ae  nations,  at  the  head  of  their  troops, 
had  sworn  and  protested  that  if  ever  any  IN'ation  were  rash 
enough  to  attack  the  French,  they  would  shed  the  last  drop  of 
their  blood  to  avenge  them;  that  they  came  to  give  them  a 
tangible  proof  of  their  friendship  and  attachment  for  Them, 
after  destroying  their  enemies ;  That  this  memory  would  never 
be  Effaced  from  their  hearts  And  that  they  would  Carefully  im- 
press it  upon  Their  descendants. 


1730:     F0XB3S     SEEK     ALLIES     AMONG    THE     IROQUOIS     AND 

LOUP 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  9, 
1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark, 
"Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  226."] 

MoNSEioNEUB — I  rcccived  yesterday  a  Letter  dated  the 
fourth  of  October  from  the  Sieur  de  Joncaire,  whom  I  sent  to 
pass  the  winter  among  the  souontouans,^  to  watch  their  Actions 

and  to  tell  them  my  Opinion  respecting  the  rumors  in  circulation 


iWhat  follows  is  an  addendum  to  the  letter  of  De  Villiers,  set  down 
from  the  oral  account  of  his  son,  the  messenger. — Ed. 

2  For  biographical  sketch  of  Joncaire,  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvl,  p. 
228.  In  1736  he  was  thus  characterized:  "Aged  60.  A  braggart,  but 
rendered  good  service  in  treating  with  the  Iroquois  by  whom  he  is 
adopted."  The  Souantouans  are  the  Seneca  Indians,  most  westerly  of 
the  five  nations  of  the  Iroquois. — ^Ed. 
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that  they  were  to  give  an  asjlmn  to  the  Eenards,  and  that  if 
ihej  did  so  they  would  expose  Aemselves  to  see  The  storm 
hurst  on  their  heads.  They  have  Sent  me,  in  this  connection, 
two  hatchets  that  were  addressed  to  them  by  the  Benards  to 
request  them  to  go  and  meet  the  latter,  and  to  strike  every- 
where. 

The  Sieur  De  Joncaire  writes  me  that  the  Benards  had  Sent 
presents  to  the  Loups,  who  are  Settled  within  the  Governments 
of  manhate^  and  of  Carolina  to  Induce  the  latter  to  join  them. 
This  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  they  did  not  wish  for 
Peace  and  that  they  sought  only  to  divert  us  imtil  such  time  as 
they  could  strike  their  blow.  They  are  now  well  punished  for 
their  treachery. 

I  Eemain  with  very  profoimd  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beatjharnois 

Quebec,  November  9th,  1730. 


1730:     DE  VILLIERS  DEFEATS  THE  FOXES 

[Letter  of  Hocqiiart  to  (he  French  Minister,  dated,  Nov.  14,  1730. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  53,  c.  11,  fol.  207. J 

MoNSEiGNEUB — Mousieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  has 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renard  Savages, 
whereof  The  Sieur  De  Villiers,  the  CJommandant  at  river  St 
Joseph,  has  given  Him  The  particulars  in  the  letters  that  he  has 
written  to  Him,  extracts  from  which  he  sends  you,  Monseig- 
neur. That  officer  has  sent  his  son  here  with  the  Sieur 
E^aume,  his  interpreter,  to  bring  us  The  news  and  from  The 
notes  of  the  latter  whom  I  have  questioned  On  all  the  facts,  I 


iThe  I»up  (Wolf)  Indians  were  an  Algonquian  tribe,  branch  of  the 
Mahican,  who  lived  originally  in  the  valleys  of  the  Connecticut  and 
Hudson.  By  the  18th  century  they  had  moved  to  the  West,  and  were 
wanderers  on  the  frontier  of  the  English  settlements  In  New  York 
(Manhate)   and  southward. — Ed. 
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Lave  drawn  up  the  annexed  relation  which  contains  perhaps 
some  details  omitted  by  Monsieur  Devilliers.  I  have  even 
retained  the  expressions  of  the  Sieur  Reaume  which  are  accord- 
ing to  Canadian  usage. 

From  the  information  that  the  Sieurs  Devilliers  the  younger, 
and  Reaume  have  given  us  respecting  the  situation  of  the  Ren- 
ards'  fort  and  the  Camp  of  the  French  and  of  our  allied  Indians, 
Monsieur  Chaussegros  de  Lery  has  dra^vn  up  a  plan  of  the  Same 
with  a  note  accompanying  It,  which  is  addressed  to  you,  Mon- 
seigneur,  by  Monsieur  De  Boauharnois. 

The  Sieur  Devilliers  was  obliged  to  incur  some  expense  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He  has  Merely 
notified  us  that  it  was  not  considerable.  This  is  a  Second  ad- 
vantage. Monsieur  Tlie  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  has  deemed 
it  advisable  to  I)e.s]>iitch  the  Sieur  (%iulon  de  Villiers,  the 
younger,  to  carry  you  the  News  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renards. 
He  Eml>arks  on  the  Ship  le  Beauhamois  which  sails  for  la 
Rochelle.  He  is  charged  w-ith  the  duty  of  handing  over  to 
Monsieur  de  Belamy  a  Renard  Slave  who  has  been  Sent  to 
Monsieur  the  general  by  Monsieur  des  Xoyelles  on  behalf  of 
the  Miami  Xation  where  that  oflicer  Commands. 

Tlie  Sieur  Belamy  w^ill  await  your  orders  on  the  subject^^ 
Monseigneur. 

I  remain  w4th  very  profound  Respect,  IMonseigneur,  Yotc-^ 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

HOCQUART 

QurnEC,  November  14th,  1730. 
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1731:     PROJECT  OF  WAR  AGAINST  THE  FOXES 

(This  memorial  of  De  Noyan  is  endorsed  "1731,"  ;)iO'ual)ly  tlie  date 
of  its  reception  in  France.  It  was  doubtless  draughted  before  the 
news  was  received  of  the  victory  of  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minia- 
ture des  Colonies.  Paris;  press-mark,  ^'Canada.  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  56, 
c.  11,  fol.  C40."] 


Plan  f'f  ^Yar  for  Canada  Afjainst  the  licnard  Savages 

If  there  were  reason  to  believe  that  the  Renard  Xation  could 
Be  Kept  in  a  state  of  tranquility  and  obedioneo,  And  if  we 
could  Rely  upon  their  faithful  olwervanee  of  the  articles  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  I  should  enter  into  the  Considerations  that  seem 
to  call  for  gentle  means,  such  as:  the  excessive  expense  of  Such 
expeditions ;  the  uncertainty  of  success  And  the  disadvantage 
that  would  accrue  to  the  Colony  through  the  Misfortune  of  a 
war  of  That  nature  being  unsuccessful;  and  I  would  Conse- 
quently Conclude  with  This  general  axiom:  that  peace  is  the 
wisest  policy  to  be  adopted.  But  the  proofs  We  have  of  the 
little  Confidence  that  can  be  placed  in  the  deceitful  protestations 
of  These  men  who  are  inde])endent  of  all  laws ;  and  the  danger 
that  lies  ill  cc^nfidin''  in  the  word  of  These  Savages,  who  are 
restricted  by  no  rule  of  sul)ordination,  who  are  restrained  by 
no  government,  And  who  See  no  shame  in  unfaithfulness  and 
treachery;  do  Xot  allow  of  our  taking  anything  into  Considera- 
tion except  the  general  interest  of  the  Colony,  in  which  I  Include 
the  shame  cast  upon  the  French  Xation  in  connection  Avitli  the 
last  war;^  for  the  Savages  frequently  impute  to  a  mistake 
Events  whidi  chance  alone  renders  Unfortunate.  I  Include  the 
Necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  their  insolent  speeches  on  This 
subject,  which  are  Calculated  to  give  Rise  to  the  greatest  evils; 
the  aid  that  w^e  are  obliged  to  Give  our  allies;  the  obligation 
that  we  have  imposed  on  ourselves  of  putting  an  end  to  a  war 
into  which  we  have  urged  them,  and  the  Evil  that  would  result 
if  our  allies  should  succeed  in  destroying  Those  Renards  with- 


iDe  Noyan  accompanied   Lignery   in   the  expedition  of  1728.    S^ 
pp.  21-35,  ante.— Ed. 
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out  our  assistance — an  Evil  that  would  doubtless  be  still  greater 
tban  it  is  to  day. 

I  also  indude  the  Good  of  the  Trade  which  the  Savages  inter- 
rupt, And  finally  the  precautions  that  must  be  taken  to  Prevent 
their  joining  the  iroquois,  who  have  offered  them  a  refuge ;  and 
as  they  would  have  common  interests,  they  would  not  fail  to 
make  use  of  one  another  to  glut  the  hatred  they  bear  us. 

To  what  would  we  then  be  reduced,  And  what  ruinous  wars 
would  we  not  be  compelled  to  wage  ? 

It  is  Needless  to  explain  How  These  English  would  work 
more  effectively  to  deprive  us  of  all  our  advantages,  and  How 
the  insolence  of  the  Iroquois  would  thwart  the  most  judicious 
Steps  that  we  might  take.  To  these  Considerations,  I  might 
add  the  revolt  of  the  indians  near  Mobile^  that  has  remained 
unpunished ;  the  manner  in  which  our  allies  among  the  ilinois 
are  continually  disturbed ;  the  fact  that  Those  of  lake  Erie,  lake 
huron  And  Michigan  are  weary  of  bearing  alone  the  burden  of 
the  war;  And  finally  the  disgust  that  our  settled  savages  feel 
at  our  Conduct ;  these  are  Matters  Calculated  to  make  Us  rightly 
Fear  that  we  may  be  completely  abandoned  by  all  those  Nations. 

Imperceptibly  Contempt  takes  the  place  of  the  esteem  we 
have  enjoyed ;  and  all  the  Nations  which  hold  men  in  Regard 
only  in  so  far  as  they  know  how  to  carry  on  war,  will  end  by 
insulting  us,  when  they  are  at  last  Convinced  that  they  can  do 
so  with  impunity. 

Since  1728  our  allies  have  been  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
Court  to  march  once  more  Asrainst  the  Kenards.  The  hurons 
and  tlie  Outawas  of  dctroit,  whom  I  Commanded,  have  caused 
father  de  la  richardie  to  write  to  me  several  times  that  they 
Were  ready  to  follow  me.  The  Iroquois  settled  at  Montreal 
have  come  to  see  me  many  times  about  This  matter.  They  do 
not  ask  to  have  a  large  Number  of  French  at  their  head ;  they 
will  be  content  with  seeing  a  few.     And  it  would  be  right  to 


iThis  probably  refers  to  the  uprising  of  the  Natchez,  and  the  mas- 
sacre at  Fort  Rosalie,  in  1729.  Incidently,  also,  It  helps  to  date  this 
document,  since  it  must  have  been  written  after  Nov.  29,  1729,  and 
before  January,  1731,  when  Perier,  the  governor  of  Louisiana,  severely 

punishi'.l  *!:e7^o  iTi'liars:. —  Ed. 
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take  advantage  at  this  moTnent  of  this  willingness  with,  which 
we  shall  not  find  them  animated  at  another  time. 

Nevertheless,  however  Well  established  may  be  the  ITecessity 
of  destroying  the  Renards  for  the  honor  of  the  French  And  the 
Preservation  of  the  Colony,  I  feel  that  my  plan  wonld  not  be 
supported  by  all  the  authority  that  it  ISTeeds,  if  I  did  not  indi- 
cate the  means  of  carrying  it  out  at  slight  expense,  And  with 
almost  certain  prospects  of  success. 

In  the  first  place,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  savages  are 
fio  firmly  Convinced  of  the  greatness  And  power  of  the  King 
that  when  the  government  Induces  them  to  go  to  war,  it  will  be 
Obliged  to  supply  them  with  arms,  with  food,  And  with  trans- 
portation. And  Consequently  that  the  expense  of  This  will 
always  be  very  great 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  in  order  to  succeed  with  very  little 
expense,  it  will  be  necessary,  after  the  Court  has  selected  a 
competent  officer,  that  such  officer  should,  under  the  authority 
of  an  Order,  carry  the  Same  porcelain  Collar  that  was  used  in 
the  last  expedition  of  1728  to  our  settled  savages  and,  after  the 
Ceremonies  observed  On  such  Occasions,  he  should  speak  to 
them  In  the  following  terms : 

"My  brothers,  I  have  never  forgotten  the  chiefs  of  Tour 
Villages  killed  by  the  renards.  Your  mats  are  Still  Dyed  with 
their  blood.  And  their  loss  is  ever  felt  by  me  As  much  as  it  is 
by  yon.  I  know  that  you  have  long  been  seeking  an  opportunity 
of  Avenging  their  Death.  But  hitherto  we  have  been  Unfor- 
tunate enough  not  to  give  you  satisfaction.  This  does  not  dis- 
courage me.  As  you  have  often  taken  np  our  quarrel  I  now 
take  up  yours.  I  am  about  to  start  And  I  come  to  notify  you 
of  it  I  do  not  ask  you  if  you  will  follow  me.  I  observe  from 
your  countenances  that  you  are  possessed  with  the  same  desire 
with  which  I  Bum.  This  is  to  me  a  Pledge  that  I  shall  not 
go  alone.  I  am  taking  with  me  only  a  few  soldiers  And  Cana- 
dians, picked  men,  who  have  equipped  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  to  take  part  in  our  Expedition.  The  governor  from 
whom  I  have  asked  permission  to  undertake  this  journey,  has 
generously  made  me  a  present  of  swords,  of  powder,  And  of 
Bullets,  which  I  shall  willingly  share  with  you.    I  take  with  me 
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only  indian  Com  And  fat  for  provisions.  That  is  the  food  of 
warriors,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  live  differently  from  You. 
You  have  canoes  Or  you  can  Easily  make  them.  Therefore  I 
have  no  doubt,  my  brotliers,  that  you  are  ready  to  follow  me. 
If  anything  could  cause  you  to  hesitate  It  would  be  the  Fear 
of  coming  back  without  wreaking  vengeance  on  the  Benards. 
But  rest  assured  on  that  point.  I  promise  you  that  we  shall 
not  see  Our  land  again  without  being  loaded  with,  the  spoils  of 
Our  Enemies." 

But  this  discourse  must  not  be  delivered  until  we  are  ready 
to  March  so  that  the  Eoute  may  Be  kept  secret. 

I  am  sure  That  this  word  carried  by  an  Officer  who  is  beloved 
and  esteemed  by  the  savages,  will  have  all  the  effect  that  can 
be  desired.  And  thus  the  heaviest  item  of  expenditure  in  the 
last  Campaign  against  the  renards  will  be  reduced  to  a  trifle. 
Perhaps  we  may  have  to  incur  some  expense  in  connection  with 
certain  chiefs,  But  T  promise  that  it  cannot  be  Considerable. 

Thus  the  expense,  as  far  as  the  savages  are  concerned,  is 
reduced  almost  to  nothing.  Let  iis  now  see  what  it  may  Amount 
to  for  the  Remainder  of  the  party. 

As  it  is  advisable  to  pass  by  the  lakes,  Iwth  for  the  purpose 
of  Inviting  the  Nations  who  are  well  disposed  to  join  us,  and 
owing  to  the  Advantage  of  using  the  armed  Canoes  both  for 
fishing  And  hunting  and  in  order  to  Rhow  ourselves  In  arms 
to  the  iroquois,  it  is  also  Advisable  in  order  to  make  use  of  our 
soldiers  in  preference  to  the  settlers — who  are  not  so  well  dis- 
ciplined and  who  would  Cost  !Much  more — to  take  this  easier 
Eoute  on  which  all  the  men  may  be  of  use. 

One  hundred  soldiers  selected  from  among  all  the  troops  to 
whom,  if  deemed  expedient,  50  settlers  may  l^e  added,  would 
be  sufficient  for  That  expedition. 

But  let  us  supjx)se  150  soldiers  .  .  .150 

From  tlio  vi]lair(*^i  of  saut  St  I^Mii^^  and  saiit  dos  recollcts  300 
nepissingnes  or  Algonkins,  fifty  .  .  .50 

hurons  from  dotroit,  one  Iluudred  And  Fifty  .      150 

Outawas  and  ix)utwatamis  from  the  same  place  .      200 

850 
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Thus  we  have  over  800  men  of  whom  I  am  sure,  without  Count- 
ing the  iroquois  of  the  Villages  And  some  Missisagues*  if 
Needed.  Even  this  number  is  excessive  in  my  opinion  And 
there  is  a  greater  Fear  of  there  being  too  many  rather  than 
too  few  owing  to  the  pleasure  that  those  Nations  would  have  in 
taking  part  in  the  destruction  of  the  Renards. 

I  Think  that  to  Command  that  party  five  or  six  officers  would 
be  Better  than  a  larger  number,  and  it  would  avoid  trouble  And 
expense.  There  should  also  be  a  chaplain,  a  surgeon,  and  two 
interpreters.  The  bulk  of  the  cost  of  the  armament  would 
consist  of  this. 

As  for  the  soldiers,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  give  each 
man  an  additional  ration  of  half  a  livre  of  flour.  And  a  quarter 
of  a  livre  of  pork ;  ten  livres  of  tobacco ;  to  each  two  livres  of 
powder  And  lead ;  four  pots  of  brandy ;  with  lines  and  hooks. 
Half  a  livre  of  flour  per  diem  for  150  men  makes 

per  month  .  .  .      2325  livres 

of  flour 
Ami  for  tivc  luoiith.*^  .  .  .11625 

A  quarter  of  a  livre  of  {x>rk  jx^r  diem  for  150  men 

pork  makes  per  month  .  .      1162 

And  for  five  month^^  .  .  .      5812 

This  niav   Amount  In   all  to   3   livres   more  per 
month  for  each  soldier,  making  for  150  soldiers 
And  for  five  montlis         .  .  .      2250 

But,  inasmuch  as  provisions  of  That  kind  are  too 
bulky  And  for  the  Reasons  above  Set  forth, 
There  would  be  supplied  to  each  soldier  In  the 
place  And  stead  of  his  bread  and  pork,  the  fol- 
lowing, Namely : 
for  each  month  a  iliiiot"  of  indian  (^orn  .  2  livres  10 
a  iMiuot  of  i>ea^  idem  .  .        2       ^'      10 


lAn  Algonquian  tribe  inha])iting  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Huron, 
and  the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada. — 'Ed. 

2  For  these  measures,  "livre"  and  "minot,"  see  Wis.  Hist  ColU,,  xvl, 
pp.  195  and  252.— Ed. 
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ten  poitnds  of  fat  at  6  sols  .  .  3  livH 

whicli  is  equal  to  the  Ordinary       .  .  8  livn 

rations  with  the  supplementary  allowance,  And 
Consequently  the  Extra  expense  will  be  only  two 
thousand  two  Hundred  and  twenty  Five  livres     2225 
for  the  Five  months  for  150  soldiers.     Add  to  this 

4  potfl^  of  brandy  making  600  pots  at  1  livre       600 

Also  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  for  each  at  6  sols  per 

pound  making  for  150  men  1500  pounds  at  6 

sols        ....       450 

also  300  pounds  of  powder  at  1  livre  12  deniers       480 

also  for  lines  and  hooks  .  .         50 


Mtakin^  the  sum  of      .  .  .     3805 


Cost  of  Transport 

25  Canoes  will  be  needed  with  6  men  per  Canoe ; 

The  bark  Canoes  will  come  to  150  livres  each 

making  the  sum  of  .  .     3750 

which  amount  will  be  reduced    if    the    Wooden 

Boats  at  Montreal  belonging  to  the  King  are 

used 

Cost  of  the  out  fits 

20  ells  of  linen  are  needed  for  each  Canoe  for 
sails,  with  a  tarpaulin  to  Cover  the  provisions 
And  40  ells  for  sacks,  making  60  ells 
And  for  25  Canoes  fifteen  Hundred  ells  at  1  livre 

10.  per  ell,  2750   .  .  .       2750  livr 

The  surplus  ^\^ll  l>e  given  to  the  Savages 
also  25  kettles  or  Boilers  at  15  livres  .  375  livr 

also  25  axes  at  4  livres  .  .  100 

also  150  paddle?  at  10  sols  .  .  76 


1  Concerning  this  measure,  see  Wis,  Hist  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  424.— BID. 
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also  50  Barrels  at  30  sols 

also  10  Brasses  of  rope  per  Canoe 


75  livres 
150 


Expenses  of  6  officers;  A  chaplain, 
A  surgeon  And  2  interpreters 

Five  tents  at  30  livres  each           .                      .  150 

Five  Casks  of  wine   .                      .                      .  400 

three  Casks  of  brandy                     .                      .  300 

for  provisions,  one  thousand  livres                        .  1,000 

A  Medicine  Chest  500  livres         ,                      .  500 

the  Surgeon's  pay     .                       .                       .  600 

repairing  the  arms  of  the  savages  .                       .  1,000 
thread  and  making  of  sails,  tents,  tarpaulins,  and 

sacks  at                  .                     .                      .  300 


Other  ivar  expenses 

for  6000  livres  of  powder  at  1  livre  12  deniers 

for  6000  livres  of  Bullets  and  4,000  livres  of  lead 

400  swords  at  2  livres 

400  daggers  at  1  livre 

flix  coats  laced  with  imitation  gold  with  hats  And 
plumes 

Also  500  pairs  of  savage  shoes 

twenty  suitable  guns  at  30  livres   . 

twenty  shirts  at  3  livres 

10  livres  of  vermilion,  awls,  gun-screws,  and  gun- 
flints  500  livres     . 

One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Collars  to  be  given  away 
at  2  livres 

total  expenditure  .  .    29,340 

from  which  everything  deemed  superfluous  may  be  struck  off. 
It  will  be  easy  to  repay  in  two  years  the  advances  made  of 
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That  sum  by  the  Court  both  by  means  of  the  Permits  for  the 
upper  country  that  are  sold  and  that  sometimes  amount  to 
25,000  livres  per  annum,  and  of  the  produce  of  detroit  which 
is  not  Included.  The  poorest  families  will  be  able  to  do  with- 
out it  for  The  time  being,  and  they  will  derive  a  greater  benefit 
therefrom  through  That  derived  by  the  Colony. 

It  but  remains  for  me  to  speak  of  the  line  of  Conduct  to  be 
followed  in  order  to  ensure  success. 

The  matter  must  be  kept  secret  until  the  spring  when  we 
start,  so  that  the  renards  may  not  Know  of  it. 

It  will  Ix*  time  to  notify  our  settled  Savages  when  they 
return  from  hunting,  and  to  start  at  the  end  of  the  Month  of 
May;  But  we  shall  send  a  Canoe  when  the  ice  breaks  up  to 
detain  the  savages  of  detroit  Until  the  arrival  of  the  army. 

When  the  junction  is  effected  at  the  post,  We  shall  leave  it 
by  land  and  the  army  will  be  posted,  in  accordance  with  the 
infonnation  we  may  have  of  the  renards'  retreat,  Between  river 
St  Joseph  And  them  so  as  to  cut  off  all  Communication  between 
them  and  the  savages  of  That  post,  all  of  whom  are  their  friends 
and  allies^  And  also  with  the  French  traders  who  sell  them 
aTiimunitiofn. 

Wo  shall  refuse  the  sen^ices  of  the  said  savages  of  river  St 
Joseph  if  they  should  wish  to  join  Us,  Convinced  as  we  must  be 
that  their  sole  design  is  to  save  the  Renards  By  betraying  our 
interests. 

When  we  shall  have  Pi>rofiilly  approached  the  orjemy  to  within 
a  distance  of  a  few  day's  march,  thev  laden  ^vith  the  old  miein, 
the  women,  and  the  Children,  will  no  longer  be  In  a  position  to 
fly,  l>efore  light  and  fresh  troops;  besides  which  they  cannot 
fly  and  live  on  their  hunting  at  the  Same  time. 

We  shall  find  the  Renards  unprovided  with  arms  and  Muni- 
tions And  food.  And  no  Nation  will  dare  to  give  them  refuge 
when  thev  see  at  their  heels  a  party  detennined  to  de^^troy  them. 

Thus  when  it  shall  be  decided.  As  it  Should  be,  to  spend  the 
winter  in  their  country  Where  they  will  not  dare  to  Scatter 
because  they  will  have  to  keep  their  wives  And  Children,  they 
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must  perish  by  hunger,  or  come  and  east  themselves  under  the 
Blows  of  their  Enemies. 

Particular  care  must  be  taken  In  the  selection  of  Officers 
suitable  for  this  expedition  who  should  be  Young,  Vigorous, 
And  Willing;  on  whom  reliance  can  bo  placed  in  unforeseen 
Events ;  And  who  have  had  Experience  in  Managing  savages. 

We  should  be  able  to  leave  the  other  Measures  that  may  have 
to  be  taken  To  Him  who  will  be  honored  by  the  choice  of  the 
Court,  for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  or  to  enumerate  in  a 
Memorial  all  the  Circumstances  that  may  call  into  play  the 
skill,  the  Vigilance,  And  the  wisdom  of  an  Officer,  especially 
with  Xations  to  whose  character  One  is  often  Obliged  to  Con- 
fonn. 

NOYAN 


1731:  REPORT  OF  DEFEAT  OF  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  of  a  letter  of  Hocqiiart  to  the  French  Minister.  Source, 
same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  55,  c.  11,  fol.  5.] 

MONSEIGNEUR 

I  have  no  doubt,  Monseigneiir,  that  yon  have  learned,  by 
way  of  the  Mississipi  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renard  savages  that 
happened  on  September  9th  last,  in  a  Plain  situated  between 
the  River  Wabache  and  the  River  of  the  illinois.  About  60 
Leagues  to  the  south  of  The  Extremity  or  foot  of  T^ke  Michi- 
gan, to  The  East  South  East  of  le  Rocher  in  the  Illinois  Coun- 
try/    150  French  both  from  Louisiana  and  from  Canada,  and 


1  J.  F.  steward,  of  Chicago,  in  an  address  delivered  before  the  Illinois 
Historical  Society,  Jan.  24,  1902,  endeavors  to  Identify  this  fort  of 
the  Foxes  with  a  place  on  Fox  River,  In  Kendall  County,  111.,  and 
has  erected  there  an  Inscription  to  that  effect.  This  place,  however, 
Is  north  of  '^Le  Rocher"  (a  well  known  appellation  of  a  place  on  the 
Illinois  River,  see  ante,  p.  3),  while  according  to  this  document,  the 
battle  ground  was  "EJast  South  East."  Mr.  Steward's  Identification  pos- 
sibly corresponds  to  the  Fox  fort  on  "Lake  Marameek,"  which  was 
attacked  in  1732.    See  post,  p.  173. — Ed. 
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many  savage  Tribes,  to  the  number  of  8  or  900  men,  stopped 
them,  blockaded  them  in  their  fort  and  compelled  them  to 
issue  from  it  through  press  of  hunger ;  And  they  pursued  them, 
killing  200  warriors;  200  women  or  Children  met  the  same 
fate,  and  the  remainder  to  the  number  of  4  or  500,  also  w<»nen 
and  Children,  were  made  Slaves  and  scattered  among  all  the 
Nations.  Messieurs  de  Villiers,  the  Commandant  at  the  River 
St  Joseph ;  des  Xoyelles,  the  commandant  among  thfi  Miamis; 
and  Messieurs  de  St«  Ange,  Officers  in  Louisiana,  behaved  with 
all  llio  Kravcry  and  rnidcnco  that  could  be  expected  of  ThenL 
Monsieur  de  Villiers,  Lieutenant  of  the  Troops,  who  was  the 
senior  officer,  had  the  Command  of  this  Expedition.  We  Wei» 
greatly  mortified,  Monseigneur,  at  not  being  the  first  to  conv^ 
Information  of  this  happy  success  to  you.  Monsieur  the  gen- 
eral had  despatched  the  Sieur  Villiers,  the  younger,  who  was 
present  in  The  action,  to  convey  The  news  to  you ;  But  The  lO" 
cident  that  happened  to  the  Ship,  le  BcanJuirnois,  Prevented  Hii 
doing  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  by  this  ship,  Duplicates  of 
several  of  my  Letters,  the  first  whereof  relates  to  Monsieur  (b 
Lignery's  affair. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Toot 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

HOCQUABTC 

Ql'k»fx\  January  15th,  1731. 
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1731:     RrVALRY    OP    THE    ENGLISH;    CONDITIONS    AT    UPPER 

POSTS 

[Memorandum,  dated  Feb.  13,  1731,  on  projects  for  checking  the 
English  trade  with  the  Indians,  submitted  to  Beauhamois  and  Hoo- 
quart,  with  their  replies  thereon.  Source,  same  as  preceding  docu- 
ment,  but  vol.  56,  c.  11,  fol.  294.] 

A  letter^  was  written  to  Messieurs  de  Beaiihamois  and  Hoo- 
quart;  on  May  2,  1730,  respecting  the  importance  of  break- 
ing off  the  Trade  relations  between  the  savages  and  the  English, 
as  it  was  to  be  feared  that  frequent  intercourse  between  them 
might  detach  the  savages  from  us  through  their  taking  their  furs 
to  the  English.  [It  was  suggested]  That  the  post  of  Detroit 
was  Established  partly  with  that  purpose.  That,  nevertheless^ 
the  Miamis  and  Ouyatanons,  amongst  whom  we  maintain  gar- 
risons,*  take  the  greater  portion  of  their  furs  to  the  English. 
This  is  due  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  French  Voya- 
geurs  in  going  to  those  Nations  on  account  of  the  various 

iThis  letter,  of  which  a  summary  follows,  would  seem  to  have  been 
due  to  the  instigation  of  De  Noyan,  and  his'  plan  for  the  Detroit  post. 
See  a?itc,  p.  107. — Ed. 

2 The  French  post  among  the  Miamis  was  erected  about  1712,  when 
these  Indians  migrated  eastward  and  settled  on  the  river  that  hears 
their  name  (Maumee).  The  fort  was  on  the  right  bank,  at  the  site 
of  the  present  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  In  the  Indian  revolt  of  1748, 
the  post  w^as  partially  burned.  After  its  surrender  to  the  English 
(17G0-61),  Fort  Miami  was  garrisoned  by  a  small  detachment,  whose 
commander.  Ensign  Holmes,  was  massacred  at  the  beginning  of 
Pontiac's  Conspiracy  (1763),  by  being  decoyed  without  the  walls. 
The  fort  was  not  rebuilt  until  the  Americans  placed  a  garrison  here, 
after  the  battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  (1794),  named  in  honor  of  the 
victor,  Fort  Wayne. 

The  Ouiatanon  post  was  on  the  site  of  an  earlier  trading-house  at 
the  mouth  of  Wea  River.  It  was  established  as  a  military  garrison 
between  1715  and  1718,  being  located  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Wabash, 
about  four  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Lafayette,  Ind.  No  English 
garrison  was  maintained  here,  after  its  capture  by  Pontiac's  warriors 
(1763).  Relics  of  the  old  French  fort  have  been  found  at  this  place. 
See  Craig,  "Ouiatanon,"  Indiana  Historical  Society  PuMications,  11, 
No.  8. — ^Ed. 

9  [  131  ] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.xvii 

portages/  That  therefore  it  might  be  advisable  not  to  continue 
those  two  posts,  That  of  Detroit  being  sufficient,  since  the  sav- 
ages, to  whom  the  trouble  of  transportation  costs  nothing,  could 
go  thither. 

That,  in  order  to  derive  from  the  post  of  detroit  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  were  expected  therefrom,  it  might  be  expedient 
to  take  away  the  trade  of  that  post  from  the  Commandant,  so  as 
to  make  liis  authority  respected.  To  order  him  very  expressly 
to  prevent  all  Frenchmen  from  ranging  the  forests  under  the 
pretext  of  trading  or  Hunting  as  this  makes  the  savages  despise 
them  and  leads  to  quarrels  between  them  and  the  voyageurs. 

That,  to  compensate  the  Commandant  for  the  loss  he  may  suf- 
fer through  Trade  being  made  free,  it  w^ould  be  necessary  that 
every  Canoe  be  required  to  bring  him  without  charge  a  certain 
weight  of  goods  for  his  subsistence ;  that  he  be  also  granted  some- 
thing by  License,  a  portion  whereof  might  be  set  apart  for  the 
expenses  of  the  almoner,  and  of  the  Interpreter,  and  for  pres- 
ents to  be  given  the  savages.  This  could  not  fail  to  be  productive 
of  good  results,  since,  instead  of  giving  Permits  for  the  posts 
amongst  the  Miamis  And  Ouyatanons,  they  would  be  given 
solely  for  detroit,  and  a  certain  reduction  should  also  be  made  in 
order  that  the  Voyageurs  may  be  able  to  give  these  goods  to  the 
savages  at  better  prices. 

That  it  appears  that  the  same  might  be  done  for  the  post  of 
Missilimakinaa  That  they  \vere  to  communicate  their  ob- 
servations thereon. 

They  reply.  That,  in  order  to  break  off  that  Trade  completely, 
it  would  be  necessary  that  the  posts  of  Niagara  and  fort  de 
frontenao  be  always  well  supplied  with  trading  Goods,  which 


iThe  route  from  Detroit  followed  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Maumee.  On  that  river  was  a  long  portage  at  the  rapids, 
near  the  entrance  of  the  Au  Glaize  River.  The  length  of  the  portage 
from  the  headwaters  of  the  Maumee  to  those  of  the  Wabash  depended 
Hpon  the  season;  in  dry  times  it  was  nine  miles  long,  in  wet  seasons 
being  sometimes  reduced  to  two  miles.  See  "Journals  of  George 
Croghan"  in  Thwaites,  Early  Western  Travels  reprints  (Cleveland, 
1904),  vol.  i.— Ed. 
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would  be  very  easy  when  the  King's  Ship  arrives  early  as  it 
did  this  year.^ 

That,  as  regards  the  post  of  detroit  and  in  order  sIbo  to  prevent 
the  English  from  Trading  with  the  savages,  it  would  be  impor- 
tant to  carry  out  the  views  that  prevailed  when  the  fort  was  first 
Established,  beginning  by  putting  a  strong  garrison  there  to 
enable  the  (Commandant  to  maintain  order  and  make  himself 
respected  by  the  French  and  by  the  savages. 

That  the  proper  way  to  prevent  intercourse  between  the  sav- 
ages and  the  English  would  be  to  compel  the  Miamis  and  Ouya- 
tanons  to  go  to  detroit  for  what  they  need  by  not  allowing  the 
Voyageurs  to  take  the  same  to  them.  But^  they  think,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  English  may  go  to  the  savages,  who  would  receive 
them,  in  the  belief  that  the  French  had  abandoned  them ;  and  it 
is  beyond  a  doubt  that  if  we  abandon  a  single  one  of  our  posts, 
the  English  will  at  once  establish  themselves  there.  Thus,  they 
think  it  more  expedient  to  strengthen  those  we  have  than  to 
weaken  them  by  compelling  one  Nation  to  go  to  another  for  what 
it  needs,  all  the  more  so  that  it  seems  to  them  dangerous  to  gather 
the  various  savage  nations  together  in  one  spot  lest  they  might 
distifirree.^ 

The  Ouyatanons  were  brought  into  the  Grovemment  of  Louisi- 
ana by  the  Sieur  de  Vincennes  who  has  completely  removed 
himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  Canada.  In 
order  to  force  that  Nation  to  return  to  the  Miamis  to  obtain 
what  it  needs.  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  had  at  first  proposed  to 
allow  no  Voyageur  to  go  in  that  Direction.  This  would  have 
been  carried  out  had  he  not  been  compelled  to  grant  such  permis- 
sion to  certain  Frenchmen  to  induce  them  to  convey  Missionaries 
to  the  Tamarois  who  took  a  quantity  of  Qoods  which  they  will 
trade  at  the  old  post  in  the  usual  way.* 

The  Sieur  de  Boish6bert,  who  went  up  to  Detroit  last  Sum- 
mer to  take  command,  carries  on  no  Trade  whatever  there  and 


1  Marginal  notes  on  MS. :  "What  is  asked  for  Is  being  sent  regularly." 
"Monsieur  Hocquart  can  well  supply  these  two  posts." 
2 Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Approved.' 
3 Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Approved.' 
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would  not  enter  into  partnership  with  anybody  by  means  of  the 
permits  he  sells  for  that  post/  He  has  assumed  all  the  expense^ 
both  of  the  almoner,  of  the  interpreter,  of  the  presents  to  be 
given  the  savages,  and  of  the  garrison.  This  has  pleased  all  ihe 
iVoyageurs,  of  whom  a  greater  number  than  usual  have  gone  up 
tliis  year ;  thus  goods  will  be  cheaper.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
means  of  attracting  the  savages  there,  and  making  the  place 
flourish. 

Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  will  make  no  change  without  receiv- 
ing fresh  orders,  all  the  more  so  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Sieur  de 
Boishcbert  carries  on  no  Trade,  this  seems  in  accordance  wili 
Monseigneur's  intentions. 

Another  way  to  make  detroit  flourish  would  be  to  maintain  a 
garrison  of  50  or  GO  men  there."  The  Cominandant  would  then 
be  in  a  position  to  make  himself  respected  by  the  French  and  by 
the  savages.  This  would  make  it  an  important  establishment  at 
tEe  head  of  the  country  which  would  keep  the  nations  in  awe 
and  frustrate  the  plans  of  the  English.  The  same  might  be 
done  for  Missilimakinac  which,  nevertheless,  would  not  possess 
the  same  advantages  as  Detroit,  and  which  would  be  on  a  firm 
footing  only  when  the  latter  is  thus  established. 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Good  that  he  has  been  placed  there."  Louis 
Henri  (or  Charles)  Dechamps,  Sieur  de  Boish6bert,  was  born  in  1679. 
In  1721,  he  married  Louise  Genevieve  de  Ramezay,  daughter  of  the 
Canadian  governor.  His  term  of  service  at  Detroit,  beginning  In  1730, 
redounded  to  his  credit,  and  he  was  later  placed  in  charge  of  Indian 
afTalrs  for  the  entire  colony.  In  1754,  he  was  in  conunand  in  Acadia, 
and  served  there  throughout  the  French  and  Indian  War  (1754-63). 
A  contemporary  account  thus  characterizes  him  (1761):  "Very  rich. 
Reported  to  have  abused  his  commandershlp  in  Acadia." — Ed. 

2 Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Cannot  be  done." 
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1731:     TREATY  OF  THB  NEW  SIOUX  COMPANY 
[Document  In  Margry,  Dicouv,  et  Etabl.,  vl,  pp.  563-567.] 

QuiSEO,  June  6th,  1731. 

Charles,  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Knight  of  the  military 
order  of  Saint  Louis,  governor  and  lieutenant  general  of  ike 
King  in  the  whole  of  New  France. 

In  virtue  of  the  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  King's  Memorial 
of  May  14th,  1726,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  cosnr 
mandant  and  of  two  missionaries  in  the  Sioux  country,  to  com- 
ply with  His  Majesty's  intentions,  We,  in  the  presence  of  Mon- 
-sieur  La  Chassaigne,^  governor  of  this  town  of  Montreal,  of 
Monsieur  Michel  de  La  EouvilliSre,  commissary  general  of  the 
Marine  in  the  said  town,  and  of  Monsieur  de  La  Come,  King's 
lieutenant  in  the  said  government,  have  settled  and  determined 
the  articles  of  engagement^  and  the  demands  of  the  undersigned 
interested  in  the  Sioux  company  as  follows : 

First  Article. — That  the  entire  trade  of  the  Sioux  country 
shall  be  granted  and  permitted  to  the  persons  hereinafter  named 
towit:  one  canoe  to  the  siciir  de  Portneuf,^  the  officer  second  in 
command  at  the  said  post;  another  to  one  Campeau,  worlsing 
for  the  Reverend  Jesuit  Father,  the  missionary  at  the  said  post; 
another  to  the  ^ieurs  Mouet,^  Linctot  the  younger,  and  Cou- 
longe;  another  to  Giguieres  and  Toussaint;  another  to  Eichard 

1  Jean  Bouillet,  Sieur  de  la  Chassalgne,  was  bom  in  1659,  and  entered 
the  service  in  Canada.  In  1690,  he  was  in  command  at  Lachine;  in 
1698,  was  the  governor  of  Montreal.  He  married  a  sister  of  Longueuil, 
Iberville,  and  Bienville,  and  died  at  Montreal  in  January,  1733. — ^Ed. 

2  This  was  probably  Pierre,  son  of  Ren6  Robineau,  Sieur  de  Portneuf. 
The  latter  was  a  French  officer  of  distinction  in  King  William's  War 
(1689-97),  being  second  in  command  in  the  attack  on  Salmon  Falls, 
N.  H.  (1690^.  Since  he  died  in  172G,  this  must  be  his  son,  Pierre,  bom 
in  1708.  In  1740,  Pierre  was  engaged  in  the  Chicasaw  expedition,  and 
in  1760,  was  sent  on  a  mission  to  the  Shawnee. — !Ed. 

8  The  Sieurs  Mouet  w^e  Didace  Mouet,  Sieur  de  Moras,  born  In 
1701.  died  in  1763;  and  Augustin,  Sieur  de  Langlade,  famous  as  the 
first  settler  of  Wisconsin.  For  biographical  notice  of  the  latter,  see 
Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  viil,  p.  124.--ED. 
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and  Dubau;  another  to  Pierre  and  Charles  Le  Due;  another  to 
Ghiyon  Desprez  and  Saint  Michel  du  Chesne;  and  the  last  to 
Antoine  Lanoiiette  and  Joseph  Joliette  ;^  for  three  full  and  con- 
secutive years,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others  so  that  nobody 
shall  be  pennitted  to  go  there  or  to  send  one  or  more  canoes 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  Company ;  and  if  anybody  of 
whatsoever  quality  and  condition  he  may  be  should  go  there  to 
trade,  that  the  officer  commanding  shall  be  at  liberty  and  he  is 
even  ordered  to  have  the  goods  confiscated,  one  half  theiieof  shall 
belong  to  tiie  King,  and  the  other  half  to  the  said  Company. 

That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  not  trade  nor  hunt  in 
the  direction  of  Point  Chagouamigon  nor  anywhere  else  except 
in  the  hunting  grounds  whither  the  Sioux  go,  and  that  on  the 
side  of  la  Baye  they  shall  likewise  go  only  into  the  Sioux  hunt- 
ing grounds  without  their  being  permitted  to  trade  on  the  Ouis- 
consin  or  at  the  portage  by  which  they  must  pass  to  reach  the 
Sioux,  which  shall  serve  as  the  boundary  for  both  parties. 

Second  Article. — That  they  shall  not  build  forts  nor  houses 
equivalent  to  the  same  in  the  hunting  grounds,  but  only  in  the 
place  where  the  commanding  officer  shall  establish  his  post 

Third  Article, — That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  have 
permission  to  send  up  to  the  Sioux  country  during  the  next  two 
years  such  number  of  canoes  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
Should  the  prospects  of  the  profit  to  be  gained  in  the  trade  be^ 
come  greater,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  increase  the  quantity 
of  goods  and  the  number  of  canoes  to  be  sent  thither,  the  share  at 
presont  f^wiiod  hv  each  of  the  associates  shall  be  increased  in  the 
saino  ])roportion  as  the  whole  trade  generally;  and  the  prefer- 
ence as  regrards  such  post  shall  be  granted  them  at  the  expiration 
of  tlie  said  throe  years  at  such  price  as  wo  may  deem  proper  to 
fix. 

Fourth  Article. — Should  they  be  stopped  on  the  way  in  lEe 


^ 


lOf  these  Canadian  traders  but  little  is  known;  Guyon  dit  Desprez 
belonged  to  the  family  of  Dubuisson;  Antonie  Rivard  (2it  Lanouette  was 
born  in  1693.  and  died  in  1762;  Joseph  Jolliet,  born  in  1710,  was  a 
grandson  of  the  famous  explorer,  being  the  son  of  his  son,  Jean  Baj^ 
tiste. — Ed. 
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ooiintry  of  the  Benards  or  beyond,  or  should  they,  when  they 
reach  the  Sioux  country,  be  compelled  by  superior  force  to  return 
this  year,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  their  goods  wherever 
they  think  proper,  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer, 
who  shall  have  power  to  decide  the  destination  of  each  one  in 
such  a  manner  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient  for  the  welfare 
of  the  King's  service  and  that  of  the  Golonj, 

Fifth  Article. — That  all  of  tlie  said  interested  parties  who 
may  be  compelled  thereto  through  illness  or  domestic  reasons, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  abandon  the  trade  and  to  return  to  it  before 
the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  in  such  manner  nevertheless 
that  no  one  shall  leave  the  Sioux  country  without  the  express  per- 
mission in  writing  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Sixth  A  rli^'le. — That  no  associate  shall  transfer  his  diaiX> 
either  wholly  or  partially  except  to  persons  of  good  character, 
free  from  scandal  of  every  kind  and  who  will  not  interpose  any 
obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  Religion  amongst  that  great  num- 
ber of  barbarous  peoples,  so  that  Gkni's  blessing  may  rest  on  their 
persons  and  trade.  The  associates  must  obtain  the  written  per* 
mission  of  the  commandant  to  transfer  their  shares. 

Seventh  Article, — That  all  the  associates  and  all  persons  in 
their  employ  are  forbidden  to  absent  themselves  from  the  fort  to 
be  built  there,  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  Montreal  or  of 
going  anywhere  else,  or  even  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  when  it 
is  necessary  to  sleep  away  from  the  post,  without  the  expreee 
permission  of  Monsieur  the  commandant. 

Eighth  Article. — That  the  said  associates  bind  themselves  to 
leave  as  a  guard  for  the  fort  two  men  per  canoe,  not  including 
the  servants  of  messieurs  the  officers  and  missionaries,  and  that 
they  may  employ  the  others  in  conveying  their  furs  to  Montreal 
and  in  bringing  back  goods  therefrom,  and  that  at  all  times 
twelve  men  shall  remain  in  the  fort  and  shall  not  go  out  of  it 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

Ninth  Article. — That  when  they  shall  leave  the  said  poet  they 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  sell  the  houses  they  may  have  built  for 
themselves  and  on  their  private  account,  as  well  as  the  grain  that 
may  l>o  growing  on  the  lands  they  may  have  cultivated. 
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And  in  return  for  the  abo^e  concessionB  the  said  interested 
parties  undertake : 

First  Article. — To  build  a  fort  of  stakes,  properly  strengtlh 
ened,  oiio  liinidre«l  ami  twenty  feet  square  with  four  bastions, and 
they  shall  supply  1032  stakes  and  more  if  needed;  a  chapel,  a 
house  for  the  commanding  officer,  and  one  for  the  missionaries,— 
the  whole  in  such  place  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  decided 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer,  whom  they  promise  to  obey 
and  listen  to  in  everything  he  may  command  them  for  tiie  King's 
service,  the  discipline  of  the  post,  and  the  welfare  of  the  colony. 

Second  Ariich\ — They  undertake  to  have  conveyed  free  of 
cost  from  this  town  whatever  may  bo  given  them  as  provisiont 
for  the  commanding  officer  and  the  presents  for  the  Savages 
which  His  Majesty  shall  send  to  the  said  place,  and  in  addition 
the  said  sieiirs  iHouet,  Linctot  tlio  younger,  and  Ooulonge^ 
Giguieres,  and  Toussaint,  Eicliard,  and  Dubeau,  Pierre  and 
Charles  Le  Due,  Guyon  Desprez,  and  Saint  Michel  du  Chesne, 
with  Antoine  Lanouette  and  Joseph  Joliette  promise  and  bind 
themselves  to  pay  the  sum  of  2,400  [livres]  in  each  of  the  said 
three  years  wlien  the  canoes  reach  tho  siisur  Linctot,^  the  oaroh 
mandant  of  the  post  in  tlie  Sioux  country,  on  condition  that  the 
said  sieur  Linctot  shall  not  carry  on  any  trade  at  the  said  pofl^ 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  Done  with  the  agreement  and 
consent  of  Monsieur  the  Governor  general  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  said  messieurs  de  La  Ohassaigne,  Michel  de  La  Eouvilliera 
and  de  La  Come. 

Third  and  Inst  Article. — And,  in  addition,  tlie  said  interested 
parties  bind  themselves  to  leave  in  the  said  post  when  they  shall 
start  from  it  in  the  spring  at  least  four  good  canoes,  to  avoid 
accidents  that  might  arise  in  case  of  necessity,  and  for  such  pur- 
pose they  shall  be  bound  to  buy  a  sufficient  number  of  the  same 
in  passing  by  Missilimakinak. 

The  said  associates  have  agreed  to  everything  above  set  forth 
and  have  consented  that  if  any  of  them  should  infringe  any  of 

iFor  biographical  notice  of  Ren6  Godefroy,  Sieur  de  Linctot,  who 
was  born  in  1G75  and  married  to  Madeleine  Lemoyne,  see  Wis.  Hitt 
Colls.,  xvi,  p.  880.— Ed. 
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the  above  articles  he  shall  be  severely  punished  and  shall  forfeit 
all  his  rights. 

And  after  reading  the  articles  of  demands  and  undertakings 
above  set  forth,  the  said  interested  parties  have  consented  to 
carry  out  everything  therein  contained,  and  have  accepted  all 
the  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions  above  stipulated;  and  for 
the  fulfilment  thereof  they  have  signed  with  us,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Gigui^res  and  Toussaint,  Pierre  and  Charles  Duchesne 
and  Dubau — who  declared  that  they  were  unable  to  write  and 
sign  their  names — and  the  sieiir  Linctot,  the  conunandant,  has 
with  our  consent  signed  on  behalf  of  the  sieur  Coulonge  who  is 
absent. 

Done  at  Montreal  the  Gth  of  June,  1731. 


1731:     TRANQUILLITY  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY;  POSTS  AMONG 
THE  SIOUX  AND  AT  GREEN  BAY  TO  BE  RE-ESTABLISHED 

■ 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  1,  1731. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  54,  c.  11,  fol.  360."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  herewith  the 
words  brought  me  by  the  two  new  chiefs  of  the  Renards,  who 
came  down  this  Summer  to  Montreal,  on  behalf  of  the  remnant 
of  that  nation.  I  have  kept  one  and  sent  back  the  other  to 
bring  me  next  year  four  of  the  principal  men  and  to  tell  the 
others  what  is  set  forth  in  the  answer  I  gave  to  those  two  chiefs. 
This  is  annexed  to  the  words  of  those  savages,  who  are  at  Last 
reduced  to  begging  for  the  lives  of  those  who  remain ;  this  I  have 
granted  them  on  the  condition  that  they  Carry  out  what  is  set 
forth  in  that  answer. 

The  joy  the  defeat  of  that  nation  has  caused  to  all  the  others 
has  been  so  great  that  this  Summer  savages  from  all  parts  came 
to  Montreal  to  express  the  satisfaction  they  felt,  and  to  assure 
me  of  their  fidelity  to  the  French.     In  fact  they  gave  proof  of 
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it  by  their  conduct  Toward  the  Eenards  against  whom  thej  Had 
all  declared  themselves ;  and  the  majority  of  them  took  part  in 
the  Blow  struck  them,  by  the  Sieur  de  ViUiers.  IVanquillity, 
for  so  many  years  disturbed  in  the  upper  country,  will  now 
reign,  and  Enable  us  to  continue  our  Establishments  there.  I 
thought  first  of  all  of  that  amongst  the  Sioux,  that  had  to  be 
abandoned  owing  to  the  proximity  of  that  nation  (the  Eenards) 
through  whose  territory  it  was  necessary  to  pass  to  reach  the 
former ;  and  I  sent  back  a  party  there  this  year  under  the  same 
conditions  of  the  arrangement  I  had  made  when  the  post  was 
first  Established  amongst  those  savages  (as  you  will  see,  Mon- 
seigneur,  by  the  Copy  we  have  the  honor  to  append  to  the  answer 
to  the  King's  memorandum). 

It  seemed  to  me  no  less  important  to  think  of  the  post  of  la 
Baye  which  we  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  for  the  same 
reasons  as  in  the  case  of  that  amongst  the  Sioux.  To  that  End  I 
sent  Monsieur  de  Villiens,  on  his  return  from  his  Expedition, 
to  restore  that  Post  as  it  had  been  prior  to  its  Evacuation,  in  the 
event  of  his  finding  tho  Sakis  likewise  disposed  to  rebuild  tiheir 
Village.  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  provide  at  first  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  those  two  posts,  all  the  more  so  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  Obstacles  caused  by  the  Renards  to  that  amongst  the  Sioux 
no  longer  existed,  we  should  be  in  a  Position  to  derive  therefrom 
all  the  advantages  we  expected.  On  the  other  hand,  this  was 
needed  for  the  success  of  the  Undertaking  of  the  Sieur  de  La 
Veranderie,  in  so  far  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  that 
nation  be  in  our  interest^  to  allow  of  our  trading  with  the  Assini- 
boils  and  Cristinaux,  through  whose  country  one  must  pass  to 
proceed  to  the  discovery  of  the  western  sea.  The  latter 
[Cristinaux]  have  had  an  affray  with  the  Sauteux  of  the  point  of 
Chagoiiamigon,  and  killed  some  of  their  men.  But  I  consider 
the  affair  settled  and  will  see  that  those  savages  live  in  peace 
in  future.  Quarrels  between  those  nations  would  greatly  preju- 
dice all  our  Enterprises,  for  the  success  whereof  it  is  necessary 
to  have  tranquillity,  which,  I  am  pleased  to  see,  reigns  tlirough- 
out  the  upper  country,  and  which  I  will  maintain  as  far  as 
Kes  in  my  power. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig* 

neur,  Tonr  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauhabnois 
Quebec,  October  1st,  1731. 

P.  S.  Although  I  have  had  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  de- 
tails of  the  defeat  of  the  Eenards,  I  append  a  Copy  to  this 
Letter. 


1731:     POST  OF  DETROIT 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated, 

Oct.  1,  1730.    MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Parig;  press* 
mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  227."] 

Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  Sends  the  Plans  of  Detroit  drawn 
up  by  the  Sieur  de  Boishebert,  the  CJonmiandant  of  that  Post. 
They  are  annexed  hereto. 

That  officer  reached  his  post  about  the  end  of  the  month  of 
October,  1730.  He  found  the  Establishment  but  little  ad- 
vanced considering  that  it  was  commenced  over  30  years  ago. 
He  made  a  Map  of  it  from  Lake  Erie  to  Sainte  Olaire.  He 
also  made  a  plan  of  the  settlements  and  by  means  of  that  Map 
and  of  that  Plan  we  are  in  a  position  to  know  that  quarter  and 
what  can  be  Done  there.^  The  Climate  is  fine,  the  Lands  are 
very  good  and  c^an  produce  everything  that  grows  in  France 
in  the  province  of  Guienne.  After  his  arrival  he  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  induce  the  French  to  till  the  Soil.  They 
have  sowed  much  more  seed  than  usual  and  the  harvest  will  be  at 
least  double  what  it  has  been  in  former  years. 

Those  who  had  charge  of  this  Establishment  at  the  beginning 
reserved,  in  the  locality  where  they  placed  it,  only  a  small 
piece  of  Land  for  the  French  and  even  that  is  the  worst  part^ 
and  they  ceded  the  best  land  to  the  Savages;  so  that  if  this 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS. :  "Good  we  are  convinced  that  this  officer  will 
do  his  best  to  place  this  Establishment  on  the  footing  on  which  it 
should  and  must  be." 
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Calony  increases^  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  settlers  to  divide 
up  in  various  places. 

As  soon  as  the  Savages  have  gone  to  the  Woods  for  their 
winter  hunting  he  will  Make  a  voyage  in  Lake  Sainte  Glair 
and  in  Lake  Huron  and  will  draw  up  a  Map  of  the  same  whidi 
he  will  send  next  year.^ 


1731:     CONDITIONS  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[The  following  extracts  from  the  yearly  official  report  of  Beau- 
hamols  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated,  Oct  12,  1731» 
are  those  portions  that  relate  to  the  upper  country.  Source,  same  as 
preceding  document,  but  fol.  136-176.] 

MONSEIONEUB 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  has  observed  with  pleasure  the 
satisfaction  that  his  Majesty  has  had  at  the  defeat  of  the  Ben- 
ards.  He  has  had  the  honor  of  sending  him  the  particulars  of 
this  affair*  via  isle  Boyale  and  new  england.  As  the  Sieur 
Lefevre's  ship  by  which,  he  had  at  first  sent  them,  was  com- 
pelled to  put  back,  although  he  is  convinced  that  his  Majesty 
is  at  present  informed  of  the  matter,  he  appends  a  Copy*  to 
which  I  take  the  Liberty  of  adding  the  news  written  to  Him 
by  The  Sieur  De  Boishebert,*  the  Commandant  at  Detroit 
respecting  the  blow  inflicted  by  the  Illinois  on  the  remainder 
of  the  Benard  nation,  since  the  attack  made  by  the  Sieur 
DeviUiers. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  has  the  honor  to  write  you  in  a 
private  letter  what  has  occurred  since  that  affair,  and  the  steps 
tliat  he  has  taken  to  restore  tranquillity  in  the  Upper  Country. 
He  has  seen  what  is  written  to  Him  with  respect  to  the  action 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Approved." 

2Marglnal  note  on  MS.:     "Extract  with  the  memorial  annexed  to  the 
private  letter." 
3 Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Annexed  to  a  private  letter.' 
*See  preceding  document — Ed. 
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taken  by  the  Sieur  du  Buisson  against  That  nation,  of  which 
his  Majesty  seems  to  disapprove  by  recommending  him  to 
expressly  forbid  the  Commandants  of  Posts  to  take  such  steps 
in  any  Case.  His  majesty^s  intention  will  be  observed  in 
future,  but  he  ventures  to  take  The  liberty  of  remarking  to  him, 
that  after  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  the  Benards  in 
1728,  there  seemied  to  Him  no  better  way  of  destroying  theon 
than  to  give  orders  as  he  did  to  the  officers  at  the  posts  to 
watch  their  actions,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  dispositions 
in  which  tlioy  mi^ht  find  the  nations  with  regard  to  attacking 
the  Benards;  while  he  nevertheless  explained  to  those  officers 
that  they  were  not  to  attempt  anything  unless  there  was  some 
prospect  of  success,  and  that  they  were  not  to  cause  his  Majesly 
to  incnr  any  groat  expense.  It  was  in  obedience  to  these  orders 
that  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  acted,  and  that  we  have  succeeded  in 
almost  totally  destroying  that  nation.  Moreover,  This  affair 
that  his  ^fajesty  entrusted  to  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  had  to 
be  carried  out  as  he  has  done  in  order  to  comply  with  his 
Majesty's  Designs  of  utterly  destroying  those  savages,  and  to 
neglect  nothing  to  attain  that  end.  There  seems  to  be  no  more 
suitable  or  less  costly  methods  than  those  adopted  by  the  Sieur 
de  Beauhamois  and  he  ventures  to  hope  that  his  Majesty  would 
always  approve  Him  in  such  cases.* 

Tlio  Sieur  Do  Beauhamois  has  deemed  advisable  not  to 
await  his  Majesty's  orders  to  have  the  Post  re-established  among 
the  Scioux,  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  owing  to  its 
proximity  to  the  Benards,  through  whose  country  we  had  to 
pass.  The  necessity  of  preserving  the  friendship  of  a  nation 
which  has  given  us  proofs  of  its  attachment  by  its  conduct 
Toward  the  Benards,  has  led  Him  to  forestall  his  Majesty's 
intentions  in  the  Matter  And  to  benefit  by  the  advantages  offered 
Him  by  the  defeat  of  the  Benards. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  you, 
Monseigneur,  the  reasons  that  determined  his  action  by  a  private 
letter  to  which  he  appends  a  note  respecting  the  journey  of  the 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:     "Extract  with  private  letter. 

1143] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi. 


XYll 


Sieur  La  Verand^rie  wlio  also  asked  for  the  re-establishment  of 
that  Poet,  in  order  to  place  lis  in  a  position  to  Establish  a 
Trade  with  the  assiniboels  and  the  Christinaux^  through  whose 
country  we  must  pass  to  discover  the  Western  sea.  Moreover, 
As  this  Post  occasions  no  fresh  expense  to  his  Majesty,  The 
Sieur  De  Beauhamois  came  more  readily  to  the  determination 
of  re-establishing  it  and  the  reasons  that  led  Him  to  hasten  this 
re-establishment  are  in  accordance  with  what  You  do  him  The 
honor  of  writing  to  him  on  the  subject. 

We  append  to  this  a  copy  of  the  agreement  made  by  the 
Sieur  De  Beauhamois  with  the  Voyageurs  who  have  undertaken 
to  convey  the  Commandant  and  The  missionary  there,  and 
which  is  similar  to  that  entered  into  when  the  post  was  first 
established. 


[In  a  document  (Archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressr 
mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  231")  which  is  a  copy 
of  this  year's  report  for  the  use  of  the  government,  with  answers 
annexed,  this  additional  matter  is  found:  "Of  the  first  October,  1731. 
Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  writes  that  those  voyageurs 
represented  to  him  that  as  the  trade  of  that  Post  is  given  to  them  only 

for  3  years,  they  cannot  indemnify  themselves  for  the  expenses  they 
are  obliged  to  Incur  in  connection  with  that  Establishment,  if  they  are 
not  allowed  the  privilege  for  a  J^th  year.  As  he  did  not  wish  to  change 
anything  in  the  first  agreement,  he  contented  himself  with  telling 
them  that  he  v/ou'.d  ask  for  orders  On  the  subject.     He  observes  that 

those  traders  Are  about  the  same  as  those  who  commenced  this  Estab- 
lishment and  that  the  compulsory  evacuation  of  that  post  caused  ^hem 
great  loss,  for  which    they    might    be    indemnified    by    granting   their 

request."  On  the  margin  of  both  portions  relating  to  the  Sioux,  is 
written:  ** Approved."] 

*  *  *  *  *  *  ** 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  has  also  the  honor  to  assure  his 
Majesty  that  the  latter  will  Continue  to  be  satisfied  with  his 
efforts  in  keeping  savages  who  are  allies  of  France  in  his  inter- 
ests and  ini  maintaining  jDcace  and  tranquillity  between  those 
Nations.     He  observes  with  pleasure  that  both  now  reign  in 


iFor  the  origin  and  location  of  these  tribes,  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls,, 
xvi,  p.  189. — Ed. 
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the  upper  Countries  anc'i  that  the  care  that  he  has  taken  to 
obtain  this  result  since  he  has  been  in  The  Colony  has  had  the 
success  tliat  ho  hoped.  Tranquillity  at  the  Posts  could  be 
secured  only  by  reducing  The  Eenards  to  the  extremity  in 
which  they  now  are.  Their  defeat  not  only  procures  peace  for 
all  the  other  N^ations  but  it  will  also  serve  to  restrain  the  latter 
and  cause  the  French  name  to  be  respected  among  them. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  has  ascertained  this  year,  from 
the  submission  and  resignation  of  all  the  savages  to  the  King's 
will,  the  impression  produced  upon  their  minds  by  That  war. 
The  Change  that  he  has  found  in  their  thoughts  has  confirmed 
his  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  that  existed  of  destroying  a 
nation  as  wicked  as  it  was  pernicious  to  the  Colony.  He  will 
always  make  it  his  Duty  to  second  his  Majesty's  intentions  and 
to  watch  over  everything  that  may  tend  to  secure  The  welfare 
and  tlie  tranquillity  of  the  Colony. 

It  is  not  at  Niagara  alone  that  the  retrenchment  of  brandy 
has  caused  The  falling  off  in  the  Trade ;  it  has  also  diminished 
at  detroit.  Many  savages  of  the  upper  Country  are  in  the 
liai)it  of  f'oniiiirr  down  h\  The  hope  of  getting  brandy  there. 
The  Voyageurs  fearing  the  penalties  set  forth  in  the  order  of 
Monsieur  The  Coadjutor,  have  ceased  to  sell  any,  although  it 
was  distributed  with  the  discretion  that  we  recommended  to 
the  Sieur  Ue  Boishobcrt  who  Commands  at  that  post.  With 
regard  to  the  more  remote  posts  the  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  has 
allowed  the  Voyageurs  to  take  only  the  quantity  that  they  need 
for  their  Journey :  four  pots  per  man. 

While  the  Savages  were  at  Montreal  we  caused  The  prohi- 
bitions hitherto  enacted  to  be  renewed.  But  we  venture  to 
admit  to  his  Majesty  that  if  we  had  acted  too  severely  in  en- 
forcing them,  all  the  savages  would  have  gone  away  without 
buying  anything,  and  would  have  taken  The  greater  portion 
of  their  furs  to  the  English. 

The  Sieurs  De  Beauhamois  and  hocquart  have  seen  what  is 
written  to  them  with  respect  to  the  retrocession  to  his  Maje&fy 
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by  tie  Company  of  the  Indies  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana  and 
of  the  Illinois  Country.*  We  consider,  Monseigneur,  that  it  is 
right  that  the  Illinois  savages  should  be  subject  to  this  Govern- 
ment, because  the  Governor-general  is  in  a  better  position  than 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  to  give  his  orders  there,  and  to  be 
informed  of  what  is  going  on  in  connection  with  the  nations. 
Moreover  those  savages  who  came  down  to  Montreal  this  Sum- 
mer have  asked  it  of  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  as  you  will  be 
pleased  to  see  by  the  copy  of  the  words*  that  we  have  the  honor 
to  append  hereto  and  to  which  we  take  the  liberty  of  adding 
that,  by  means  of  our  establishments  among  the  Miamis  and 
Wiatanons,  it  is  easier  for  The  Illinois  to  procure  what  they 
need  from  those  Posts  than  from  Mississipi  owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulty that  the  voyageurs  of  that  place  encounter  and  The  time 
that  they  take  in  going  five  or  six  hundred  Leagues  up  a  rapid 
River  to  reach  those  savages,  who  ask  The  Governor-general  to 
be  Their  father  as  he  is  to  the  other  nations,  because  they  hope 
in  future  to  obtain  from  this  quarter  the  aid  that  they  cannot 
easily  receive  from  the  Mississipi.  The  Piangiiichias  have 
brought  words  to  detroit  to  be  sent  to  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois 
which  you  will  receive  by  a  private  despatch. 

The  Islinois  went  back  very  well  satisfied  with  the  promise 
given  them  by  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  to  look  upon  them  as 
upon  his  other  children;  and  we  hope  that  his  Majesty  will 
change  nothing  in  this  respect.  The  Sieurs  do  Beauhamois  and 
hocquart  will,  moreover,  act  in  concert,  as  much  as  the  dis- 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  ''Extract  with  private  letter  of  Monsieur 
de  Beauhamois."  For  the  memoir  of  the  king  announcing  this  trans- 
fer, requesting  information  about  the  location  of  the  Illinois  country, 
whether  it  should  be  annexed  to  Canada  or  Louisiana;  and  requesting 
co-operation  with  the  governor  and  Intendant  of  the  latter  colony,  see 
N,  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  1025. — Ed. 

2 Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  appends  it  to 
one  of  his  despatches."  On  the  copy  of  this  document,  prepared  for 
the  use  of  the  government  (Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  58,  c.  11,  fol. 
229),  Is  written:  "There  Is  reason  to  believe  that  when  the  Savages 
took  this  step  they  were  not  aware  that  the  King  had  taken  back  Louisi- 
ana."—Ed. 
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tanoe  will  permit^  with  the  Sieurs  Perrier^  and  Salmon  in 
everything  that  may  procure  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
Colonies.  The  former  have  already  b^un  to  place  themselves 
in  communication  with  the  latter,  and  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois 
has  accordingly  written  to  the  Sieur  De  Vincennes,  who  oom- 
manda  among  the  Wiatanons,  and  has  recomm£inded  himi  to 
devote  all  his  attention  to  frustrating  the  attempts  that  the 
English  might  make  to  prevent  communication  between  that 
Province  and  Canada,  and  to  prepare  those  Savages  to  second 
Monsieur  Perrier  in  case  he  should  take  any  action  against  the 
Ohicachas,  whom  he  points  out  to  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  aa 
being  the  instigators  of  the  attack  by  the  !N'achez  upon  the 
French  of  the  Mississipi.  The  Wiatanons  are  in  a  better 
position  to  harass  The  Chicachas  and  to  give  the  Sieur  Poirier 
The  aid  that  he  asks  in  this  quarter  in  case  his  Majesty  should 
order  Him  to  punish  that  nation.^ 

«  *  *  «  «  «  *  * 

We  are  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour  very 

himible  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

hocquabt 
Beauharnois. 

Quebec,  October  12th,  1731. 


iPerier  was  governor  of  Louisiana  from  1726-33.  He  was  an  officer 
of  the  marine,  and  knight  of  the  order  of  St  Louis.  When  he  was 
relieved  of  the  governorship  by  BienviUe,  he  returned  to  France,  being 
promoted  to  a  lieutenant-generalship.  Later,  he  served  in  a  campaign 
in  St.  Domingo.— Ed. 

2  On  the  question  of  the  Illinois  country,  and  whether  it  should 
be  joined  to  Canada  or  Louisiana,  on  a  copy  prepared  for  the  use  of 
the  government  (Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  58,  c.  11,  fol.  228),  is 
endorsed:  "Await  the  reply  of  Messrs.  Perrier  and  Salmon."  This 
proved  convincing  enough  to  retain  the  Illinois  under  the  Louisiana 
government. — Ed. 

10 
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1731 :     ILLINOIS  ATTACK  REMNANT  OP  THE  FOXES 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister.  MS.  in  the  archi 
of  Minlstdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g 
vol.  54,  c.  II,  fol.  419."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  hereunto  i 
nexed  an  Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Sienr 
Boishfibert  to  whom  It  was  written,  respecting  the  Atti 
recently  made  by  the  Ilinois  Upon  the  remnant  of  the  Benar 
Although  I  have  granted  them  their  lives  on  the  conditions  ti 
I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  you,  The  savages  appear 
me  to  be  inclined  to  wipe  out  the  race,  and  I  shall  Maintt 
them  in  that  disposition  If  the  Kenards  fail  to  do  what  th 
promised  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monsei 
neur,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  10th,  1731. 


1732:     IROQUOIS  AND  HURON  ATTACK  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  from  an  account  sent  by  Boish6bert  to  Beauharnois,  dat 
Feb.  28,  1732.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Pari 
press-mark,  "Canada,  corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  298."! 

Forty  Seven  Iroquois  from  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains*  wl 
were  Invited  by  laforest,  the  first  Chief  of  the  hurons,  can 
here  last  autumn  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  war  with  tl 
hurons  against  the  Renards.  When  they  reached  this  Pc 
nearly  all  the  young  men  of  the  Outaouacs  and  Poutouatam 
had  started  for  tlieir  winter  hunt.  Some  Chiefs  gave  Colli 
to  the  hurons  to  detain  them  until  the  Spring,  promising  the 
that  all  their  young  men  would  Follow  them.     The  hurons  i 


1  These  were  the  mission  Iroquois,  settled  in  Canada,  at  the  Li 
of  Two  Mountains  (a  widening  of  the  Ottawa  River  near  its  montl 
This  mission  was  founded  in  1717,  and  had  drawn  together  a  villi 
of  converted  Iroquois. —  EJd. 
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plied  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Iroquois  to  wait  so  long 
and  to  return  to  their  Village  Without  first  going  to  seek  their 
common  Baemy.     As  the  Iroquois  were  unprovided  with  Muni- 
tions of  war,  they  asked  me  for  some ;  these  I  deemed  advisable 
to  supply,  as  well  as  the  instructions  which  they  begged  me  to 
give  them  Respecjting  the  Eoute  they  should  Follow,  so  as  not 
to  be  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  !N*ation  they  were  to  attack. 
They  started  on  the  17th  of  October  to  the  number  of  124, 
Namely :  74  hurons,  46  Iroquois,  and  4  Outaouacs.     This  small 
army  reached  the  River  St.  Joseph  after  a  few  days'  march  and 
found  that  the  Poutouatamis  had  left  for  their  winter  Himt 
They  passed  on  and  went  to  Chicagou,  and  as  they  had  some 
sick  men  with  them,  they  built  a  fort  there,  and  left  some  of 
their  people  in  it  to  guard  them.     Some  Poutouatami  Chiefs 
came  to  them  during  their  Stay  there  to  beg  them  to  wait  until 
the  Spring  when  they  would  march  with  them ;  but  they  would 
not  listen  to  their  proposal  and  Continued  their  Route  as  far 
as  the  Kicapous,  who  were  friffhtened  at  first  on  tiieir  arrival, 
and  made  the  same  proposal  to  them  that  the  Poutouatamis  had 
made.     They  would  not  agree  to  it  and  pushed  on  to  the  Mas- 
ooutins  who  were  pretty  badly  frightened.     The  hurons  reas- 
sured them  and  tried  to  Induce  them  to  join  their  party;  But 
they  replied  that  it  Would  be  too  risky  and  that  even  if  they 
joined  together  they  Would  not  be  able  to  destroy  the  Renards 
who  were  very  numerous.     The  hurons  and  Iroquois,  who  found 
themselves  at  a  distance  of  more  than  250  Leagues  from  home 
and  almost  In  the  Enemy's  country,  asked  the  Maskoutins  for 
10  men  to  guide  them  to  the  Boundaries  that  enclosed  the  Chil- 
dren of  Onontio.^     This  was  granted  to  them  and  they  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  Ouisconsin.     The  guides  told  our  savages 
that    they    were    On    the    Enemy's    Soil;    that    they    had 
only     to     march     straight     before     them     Without     Devi- 
ating, that  they  would  meet  nothing  but  Renards;  and  then 
these  guides  returned  to  their  Village.     The  hurons  and  Iro- 
quois marched  some  days  more,  when,  as  many  among  them  and 


iThat  is,  the  tribes  friendly  to  the  French. — Ed. 
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especially  the  Old  men  suffered  from  hunger  and  fatigue 
caused  by  the  deep  Snow  which  compelled  them  to  Use  Snow- 
shoes^  they  held  a  council  and  several  of  the  Old  men  thought 
that  they  should  turn  back.  The  young  men  were  not  of  the 
same  Opinion,  and  stated  that  th^  had  not  come  So  far  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  Without  striking  a  blow  and  one  of 
them  added  that  he  would  perish  rather  than  go  back  to  TTfi<^ 
Village  Without  having  killed  some  men.  Two  of  the  most 
notable  among  the  huron  Chiefs  said  that  they  were  in  good 
health  and  that,  although  they  were  Old  men,  they  Felt  strong 
enough  not  to  give  up  the  undertaking.  The  little  army  Broke 
up ;  the  Old  men,  both  hurons  and  Iroquois,  went  back  toward 
Chicagou ;  while  the  others,  Namely  40  hurons  and  30  Iroquois, 
Followed  the  Boute  that  led  to  the  Ouisconsin.  After  several 
days'  march,  About  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  perceived 
in  a  prairie  three  men  who  were  coming  to  meet  them.  These 
were  three  Eenards  who  took  to  flight  as  soon  as  they  saw 
them.  Our  people  pursued  them  thinking  that  they  Came  from 
4  or  5  Cabins  of  which  they  had  been  told;  but  they  were 
greatly  surprised  when  they  neaohed  the  top  of  a  Hill  to  see  46 
Cabins  in  a  -ralley  on  the  bank  of  the  Ouisconsin  (This  was  the 
principal  village  of  the  Eenards).  The  Chiefs  Encouraged  the 
young  men,  telling  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear;  that 
they  had  to  deal  with  dogs  who  did  not  acknowledge  the  master 
of  life.  The  Renards  who  had  been  warned  by  the  three  men 
and  had  had  time  to  seize  their  Weapons,  came  out  to  the  num- 
ber of  90  to  attack  our  people  who  Received  their  volley  and 
replied  to  it  by  two  volleys  in  succession.  The  Chiefs  told  the 
Young  men  not  to  amuse  themselves  by  shooting;  they  made 
them  lay  down  their  guns,  and  with  a  tomahawk  in  one  hand 
and  a  Dagger  in  the  other  they  forced  the  Eenards  back  into 
their  Village;  they  Pursued  them  so  closely  and  so  great  was 
the  Carnage  that  70  of  the  Eenards  were  killed  -On  the  spot, 
and  14  were  made  prisoners ;  80  women  and  Children  were  also 
killed,  and  140  of  them  were  captured.  Besides  10  Eenards  who 
Escaped  quite  naked  and  who  died  of  cold.  The  hurons  had 
6  men  killed  and  several  wounded.     Finally,  after  this  Attack 
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they  unbound  a  Eenard  Chief  Tvho  Tvas  wounded  in  the  thigh  and 
after  dressing  his  wound,  they  Sent  him  with  ,6  women  to  tell 
the  remainder  of  His  !N^ation  that  the  hurons  and  Iroquois  had 
just  eaten  up  their  chief  Village  where  they  would  remain  for 
two  days;  that  if  the  Renards  wished  to  Follow  them  they 
were  free  to  do  so  but  that  as  soon  as  they  would  see  them  they 
would  begin  by  breaking  the  heads  of  all  their  women  and 
Children ;  that  they  would  make  a  Eampart  of  their  dead  bodies 
and  afterward  would  endeavor  to  pile  the  remainder  of  liie 
Nation  on  top  of  them.  The  Renard  Chief  proceeded  to  a 
small  fort  of  nine  Cabins  On  the  bank  of  the  Mississipy.  Aa 
soon  as  he  arrived  there  those  who  were  in  the  fort  Sent  word 
to  three  Cabins  that  had  detached  Themselves  from  it  some 
time  before  to  warn  them  of  the  blow  that  had  been  struck. 
The  Sieur  Dorval  and  two  other  Frenchmen  who  had  left 
Montreal  with  Monsieur  De  Linctot  for  the  post  among  the 
Scioux,  were  at  those  three  Cabins  at  the  time.  Monsieur  de 
Linctot  who  had  been  unable  to  reach  His  destination  the 
previous  autumn,  had  built  a  fort  On  the  Mississipy  at  a  Plaoe 
called  the  Mountain  whose  foot  is  bathed  by  the  Water  (la 
Montague  qui  trempe  dans  V  Eau),^  About  30  Leagues  above 
the  Mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin,  where  finding  Himself  short  of 
Provisions  he  had  been  compelled  to  disperse  a  portion  of  His 
people  to  live  among  the  savages.  A  Renard  chief  of  these 
three  Cabins  told  the  said  Sieur  Dorval  that  it  was  their  Father 
Onontio  who  caused  them  to  be  killed,  because  the  hurons  and 
Iroquois  never  rose  from  their  Mats  except'  upon  His  command. 
He  replied  that  the  hurons  belonged  to  Detroit  and  that  No 
doubt  they  had  started  from  there  Without  their  Father  being 
informed  of  their  expedition.  'Well,"  said  the  Renard,  ''since 
thou  assurest  me  that  the  French  have  nothing  to  do  with  it> 
make  them  give  me  back  three  of  my  Children  whom  they  are 
taking  away.'*  The  Renards  disarmed  the  Frenchman  and 
Led  him  to  their  fort,  and  thence  to  the  Plaoe  where  their 
people  had  been  killed.     The  Chief  proposed  to  him  to  Follow 


1  Mount  Trempealeau,  near  the  village  of  Trempealeau,  Wis. — ^Ed. 
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our  warriors  to  redeem  His  three  Children,  and  he  gave  him 
a  Bobe  and  17  Beaver  skins  for  their  Bansom.     The  French- 
man accepted  the  errand  and  was  led  by  that  diief  to  the  place 
where  our  Warriors  had  kindled  their  laat  fire  and  whither  he 
was  told  to  return  when  he  had  ransomed  the  Children.     The 
Sieur  Dorval  started  and  overtook  the  hurons  with  whom  he 
came  to  Detroit,  well  pleased  with  the  Errand  with  which  he 
had  been  entrusted.     It  is  estimated  that  the  Benards  have 
lost  300   persons,  both  killed  and  prisoners.     The  Warriors 
brought  100  and  some  Slaves  to  Detroit  and  they  have  assured 
me  that  the  number  of  the  killed  and  of  the  prisoners  was  300, 
besides  13  women  and  2  men  whom  they  state  to  have  been 
killed  while  endeavoring  to  Escape  on  the  Boad.     From  the 
report  of  these  Slaves  there  would  remain  of  this  nation,  at 
the  most,  30  True  Benards,  some  women  and  Children,  who 
Would  be  very  happy,  they  say,  to  take  refuge  among  other 
Nations.     They  added  that  they  were  going  down  to  place  them- 
selves at  their  Father's  mercv. 


[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  enclosing  the  pre* 
ceding  document.    Source,  the  same,  but  fol.  296.] 

MoNSETGNEUR — Monsicur  do  Boishebert  has  just  Sent  me 
news  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  vou  and  which 
is  all  the  more  welcome  that  it  tells  us  of  the  almost  entire  rout 
of  the  Benards  who  had  Escaped  from  the  attack  Made  on  them 
by  Monsieur  do  Villiers.  Althoii<rh  I  had  the  honor  of  informr 
ing  you  last  year  that  I  had  granted  the  remnant  of  that  nation 
their  lives  on  the  conditions  that  I  mentioned  to  von,  I  also 
had  the  honor  of  observing  to  you  that  the  huron  Savages  of 
Detroit  had  asked  me  for  permission  to  raise  A  party  for  the 
purpose  of  Attacking  them,  and  of  exterminating  their  race; 
and  they  stated  that  they  would  carry  out  that  undertaking  on 
tibeir  own  account.  My  answer  Was,  Monseigneur,  as  you  may 
have  seen,  that  I  could  not  give  them  such  permission  because 
I  had  granted  the  Renards  their  lives ;  but  that  I  would,  neve^ 
theless,  remain  neutral  in  the  disputes  that  might  arise  between 
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them — for  I  fully  believed  that  if  I  did  not  Expressly  forbid 
them,  they  would  Carry  out  their  design.  This  they  did  on 
their  arrival  at  their  village,  as  you  will  See,  Monseigneur,  by 
the  Extract  from  the  report  on  the  matter  sent  me  by  Monsieur 
de  Boishebert  which  I  have  the  honor  to  append. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect^  Monseig- 
neur, Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauharnois 

MoNTBEAL,  May  23rd,  1732. 


[The  following  document,  containing  additional  details,  Is  endorsed: 
"Appendix  to  the  Relation  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renards,  Respecting 
what  gave  the  advantage  to  the  Hurons  and  Iroquois."  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  320.] 

The  Snow  being  very  deep  at  the  Spot  where  the  hurons  and 
Iroquois  attacked  the  Renards  and  put  them  to  flighty  it  was 
Easier  to  destroy  them,  because  the  latter  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  wearing  snow-shoes  and  are  not  as  skillful  in  their  Use  as  the 
hurons  and  Iroquois.  This  gave  our  warriors  a  great  advantage 
Over  them,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Expo- 
dition. 

It  has  already  been  stated  in  the  relation  that  there  were  45 
Cabins  of  Renards  Together,  which  our  savages  attacked,  but 
it  would  be  Surprising  that  there  should  have  been  so  many 
after  the  blow  inflicted  by  Monsieur  de  Villiers,  and  the  others 
that  had  previously  been  stnick  at  them,  were  not  this  Explained 
by  the  fact  that  they  had  found  the  secret  of  withdrawing  their 
Slaves  from  all  the  other  Nations  Except  the  Ilinois  who  have 
given  no  quarter  to  any  who  were  among  Them. 

We  must  relate  here  a  circumstance  which  is  as  singular  to 
some  as  it  is  a  matter  of  faith  to  others  and  especially  to  the 
Savages.  Shortly  before  the  action,  the  hurons  made  medicine,* 
This  was  disapproved  of  by  the  Iroquois,  who  added  that  they 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS. :  '*The  warriors  are  in  the  habit  of  rubbing 
themselves  wilh  a  kind  of  grease  wliich  they  claim,  preserves  them 
from  the  Effects  of  Bullets  and  of  Arrows.*' 
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ehould  place  all  their  reliance  in  the  master  of  Life.  The 
hurons  retorted  that  the  others  had  too  much.  But  at  the  first 
volley  the  chief  medicine-man  was  killed  with  4  or  5  of  his 
nation  who  had  like  him  made  use  of  the  medicine,  l^e 
Iroquois  did  not  lose  a  man  in  the  whole  battle.  They  were 
all  very  assiduous  in  saying  their  prayers  night  and  morning 
throughout  the  journey. 

The  Iroquois  came  to  see  their  Father  Onontio  on  their 
return  from  the  Expedition,  on  June  5th.  They  told  him 
that  out  of  the  148  prisoners  mentioned  in  the  relation,  The 
hurons  had  killed  56  on  the  way  back,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
they  experienced  in  leading  so  great  a  number,  and  through 
fear  that  they  might  Escape;  And  that  there  might  remain 
About  thirty  True  Renards  whom  they  would  have  destroyed 
had  they  been  in  the  Village  that  they  attacked ;  but  they  were 
in  the  nine  cabins  that  we  have  mentioned.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  Puants  or  other  nations  which  are  Their  Enemies^ 
have  destroyed  them;  they  have  been  informed  of  the  Blow 
inflicted  by  our  settled  savages. 


1732:     THE  KING'S  MEMOIR 

[Extract  of  the  yearly  instructions  of  the  King  and  Minister  to  the 

Governor  and  Intendant  of  New  France.    MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre 

des  Colonies,  Paris;   press-mark,  "Collection  Moreau-St.  M6ry,  vol.  10, 

f.  12,  fol.  33."] 

Vebsailles,  April  22nd,  1732. 

His  Majesty,  having  obtained  information  respecting  the 
matters  whereof  the  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  Wrote 
last  year  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  .the  Colony,  has  decided  to 
explain  to  them  His  intentions  Concerning  certain  portions  of 
that  administration. 

******** 

Defeat  of  the         Xothing  can  add  to  the  Satisfaction  felt  by 
Eenards.         His  Majesty  on  receiving  tlie  confirmation  of 

the  news  of  the  almost  Total  defeat  of  the 
Eenards  in  the  battle  fought  against  that  nation  by  the  detach- 
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ment  Under  the  Command  of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  and  of  the 
Sieur  de  St.  Ange.  This  defeat,  added  to  the  losses  previously 
Inflicted  on  those  Savages  by  the  allied  Savages,  and  to  those 
since  Inflicted  on  them  by  the  illinois,  must  have  reduced  them 
to  such  a  Condition  as  to  remove  all  fears  of  their  rising  again. 
Approves  what  has  His  Majesty  approves  of  the  Sieur  de 
been  done  with  Beauhamois's  having  kept  near  him  one 
regard   to  them.       of  the  two  chiefs  who  came  down  to 

Montreal  to  ask  pardon  for  the  remnant 
of  the  nation,  and  of  his  having  sent  back  the  other  to  get  four 
of  the  principal  warriors  of  the  Nation  and  bring  them  down 
to  Montreal  next  Summer.  He  likewise  approves  of  his  having 
told  them  that  Otherwise  they  could  not  Hope  for  mercy.  The 
Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  be  Careful  to  report  everything  that 
occurs  in  connection  with  this.  His  Majesty  is  convinced  that 
he  has  taken  the  proper  measures  to  reduce  that  Nation  to  such 
a  condition  that  it  no  longer  will  be  able  to  trouble  the  Colony. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  allied  Savages  seem 

Have  the  remainder     disposed  to  destroy  the  remainder,  he 

of  the  Eenards  de-    must  Encourage  them  in  this  disposi- 

stroyed  by  the  allies,     tion,  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to 

make  use  of  them  when  occasion  offers. 
It  must  not  be  imagined  that  that  Nation  will  restrain  itself 
when  it  Shall  be  in  a  Condition  to  rise;  and  the  best  way  to 
prevent  its  causing  the  same  trouble  to  the  Colony  in  the  Future 
that  it  has  done  in  the  past,  is  to  disperse  those  who  remain 
among  the  other  Nations.  His  Majesty  has  no  doubt  that  he 
has  acted  in  that  Spirit. 

Scioux  —  Approves         His  Majesty  approves  of  the  Sieur  de 
the  re-establishment     Beauhamois's  having,  with  the  view  of 
of  the  post.  profiting  by  the  advantages  of  that  de- 

feat. Taken  steps  to  re-establish  the  post 
of  the  Scioux  which  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  war 
with  the  Renards.  He  also  approves  the  Contract  made  with 
the  Voyageurs  who  Have  undertaken  to  convey  the  Comman- 
dant and  Missionary  there,  and  would  consider  it  advisable 
that,  in  addition  to  the  three  years  enjoyment  of  that  post  al- 
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lowed  those  Voyageurs  by  the  (Contract,  they  Be  allowed  a  fourth 
year  to  compensate  them  for  the  loss  they  suffered  by  being 
compelled  to  Evacuate  the  post  when  first  Established. 
Reasons  for  Moreover,  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  is  aware 

maintaining      of  the  importance  of  that  post,  Both  with  the 
the  said  post,     view  of  fostering  the  friendly  feeling  so  often 

manifested  by  the  Scioux,  And  of  establishing 
trade  with  the  assiniboels  and  the  Christinaux.^  His  Majesty 
is  therefore  convinced  that  he  will  devote  all  the  Attention  in 
his   power   to   the  ifurtherance   of   that  Establishment     His 

Majesty  also  approves  of  his  having  Sent  the  Sieur 
La  Baye     de  Villiers  to  re-establish  the  post  of  la  Baye  whidi 

had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the 
Benards ;  He  is  convinced  that  that  officer  will  have  found  the 
Sakis  disposed  to  rebuild  their  former  village  there  also.  The 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  will  report  Later. 

Ghaouanons.         His  Majesty  has  learned  with  pleasure  lliat 

the  Chaoiianons  came  down  to  Montreal  last 
Summer  to  ask  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  indicate 
the  place  where  he  wished  to  place  them.  Ho  also  approves  of 
his  having,  with  the  view  of  bringing  them  nearer  to  the  C5olony 
and  of  detaching  them  from  the  English,  Sent  the  Sieur  Jon- 
caire  with  them  to  place  them  on  the  North  bank  of  the  Eiver 
Oyo.  He  recommends  him  to  foster  carefully  the  favorable 
disposition  of  that  nation  so  as  to  derive  all  the  advantages  that 
were  expected  in  the  event  of  a  rupture  with  the  iroquois.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  persist  in  the  resolution,  to  which 
they  appeared  to  have  come,  not  to  Endure  the  English;  the 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  must  be  Careful  to  see  to  this. 


iThe  solicitude  for  the  trade  of  these  two  tribes  was  due  to  the 
pressure  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  For  their  location  and  affini- 
ties, see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  189,  190,  408.— Ed. 
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niiiiois,  His  Majesty  has  taken  cognizance  of  die  reasons 

Katchez  for  which  the  Sieurs  de  Beanhamois  and  Hocquart 
Choctas  consider  it  advisable  that  the  country  of  the  illinois 
CSiicachas.     Savages  Should  Be  a  dependencr^  of  the  general 

Gbvemment  of  new  Prance.  When  he  shall  have 
considered  those  expressed  on  the  Subject  by  the  Sieurs  Perrier 
and  Salmon,  Governor  and  commissary-general  of  Loiiisiana, 
He  will  decide  what  is  most  expedient^  and  Signify  His  inten- 
tions. But,  in  any  case,  whether  that  post  be  retained  or  de- 
tached from  the  Government  of  Louisiana,  it  Will  be  Equally 
a  dependency  of  the  general  Government,  and  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  must  devote  the  same  attention  to  it. 
The  Sieur  Perrier,  Governor,  must  have  informed  him  that 
the  Natchez  Nation  has  not  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  as  was 
believed,  and  that  there  still  remained  two  or  three  hundred 
warriors  who.  Supported  by  the  Chicachas,  Endeavored  to  in- 
duce the  islinois  to  rise ;  that  the  latter  sent  their  three  ambassa- 
dors to  the  Sieur  Perrier  at  new  Orleans  where  the  Choctas, 
whom  he  induced  to  declare  against  the  Chicachas  went  and 
Burned  them ;  that  the  English  are  making  every  effort  to  con- 
ciliate those  two  Nations  and  that  it  is  most  important  to  prevent 
this  for  the  peace  and  preservation  of  that  Colony.  His 
Majesty  recommends  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  to  Con- 
sider what  measures  he  may  adopt  to  further  this.  If  he  could 
succeed  in  getting  some  Nations  to  join  the  Illinois  and  the 
French  in  that  quarter  and  induce  them  to  strike  the  Chicachas, 
the  latter  would  be  destroyed  or  at  least  compelled  to  keep  quiet 
and  Remove  to  a  distance  from  the  Colony.  But,  ini  order  that 
this  may  be  more  Surely  effected,  it  Should  be  done  in  concert 
with  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  who  might  cause  them  to  be 
attacked  at  the  same  Time.  His  Majesty  leaves  everything  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  convinced 
as  He  is  that  he  will  devote  the  same  attention  to  Louisiana  as 
to  Canada.  He  recommends  him  not  to  lose  sight  of  this  object, 
being  careful  nevertheless  to  see  that  it  does  not  entail  too  great 
an  expense. 

******** 
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With  regard  to  the  Trade  in  Brandy  with  the  Savaj 
Majesty  has  approved  of  the  act  of  the  Sieurs  de  Beai 

and  Hocquarty  last  Summer^  in  n 
Giving  Brandy  the  prohibitions  on  the  Subject  and 
to  the  Savages.       ing    orders    to    the   posts   that   liq 

given  to  the  Savages  only  with  gn 
oumspection^  and  by  making  them  Understand  that^ 
distribution^  the  French  are  actuated  more  by  a  desire  t 
than  by  their  own  inclinations.  By  acting  in  this  Spiril 
be  possible  to  avoid  the  abuses  that  might  occur  In  such 
and  would  lead  His  Majesty  to  prohibit  it,  were  Ho  i 
vinced  that  the  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  ar 
ing  to  this  matter  all  the  attention  he  has  recommended 
give. 

Moreover,  His  Majesty  has  had  the  Order  Examined 
Sieur  Co-ad jutor  of  Queboc^  has  issued  on  the  Subje 

from  the  report  made  to  him  thereon, 
Mandement     found  that  that  Order  contains  nothing  ( 
concerning       to  Eoyal   authority   nor   to   public  ord( 
brandy.  nevertheless  wishes  him  to  observe  that, 

tion  to  the  difficulty  that  will  be  exp 
by  those  who  are  Far  away  in  having  recourse  to  the  B: 
the  case  he  has  reserved'  for  himself,  the  provisions  of 
order  may  cause  alarm  to  those  who  have  charge  of  thi 
ing  of  the  posts  on  His  Majesty's  account,  and  who 
orders  distribute  Brandy  to  the  Savages  with  all  the  di 

and  circumspection  that  can  be  i 
Drawbacks  in  and  it  Is  to  be  feared  that,  inasi 

connection  with  the  reserved  case  prevents  their  a] 

the  reserved  case         ing  the  Sacraments,  it  would  de) 


1  Pierre  Armand  Dosquet,  Sulpitian  priest,  first  came  to  C 
1721,  returned  to  Europe,  and  was  consecrated  at  Rome*  bei: 
upon  appointed  coadjutor  of  Monseigneur  Mornay,  the  old  1 
Quebec.  On  the  resignation  of  the  latter,  Dosquet  became  1 
1734.— Ed. 

2  Cas  reserve  =  Certain  cases  where  the  bishop  alone  or  i 
specially  deputed  by  him  can  grant  absolution. —  Cbawfobd  lam 
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found  bj  Monsieur  into  a  habit,  which  would  be  productive 
DoBquet  Means  of  a  greater  eviL  His  Majesty  is  con* 
of  avoiding  it.  yinced  that  he  will  find  a  middle  course 

by  which  this  drawback  may  be  avoided. 
The  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  will  report  what  may 
happen  in  this  respect. 

On  the  request  made  by  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois 
for  some  Medals  for  distribution  to  the  Savage  chiefs  who  may 

deserve  the  same  by  their  good  conduct,  Hia 
Medals  for  Majesty  has  given  orders  to  send  him  twelve  of 
Savages.  those  struck  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  Mon- 
sieur le  dauphin ;  and  he  recommends  him  to  dis- 
tribute them  only  with  full  cognizance  of  the  facts^  to  those 
who,  when  the  opportunity  oflFers,  may  give  proofs  of  their  at- 
tachment to  the  interests  of  the  ligation.  This  is  the  best  way  to 
maintain  them  in  this  Disposition  and  to  make  them  look  upon 

this  mark  of  honor  as  a  reward. 

******** 

Done  at  Versailles  the  12th  of  April  1732 

LOTIIS 

Phelypbaux* 


1732:     SALE  AT  MACKINAC  IN  1728 

[Report  of  Hocquart,  dated  Sept.  1,  1732.  MS.  in  archivea  of  Mln- 
Istdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  yol. 
58,  c.  II,  fol.  27/'] 

Statement  of  the  sale  made  by  Monsieur  Domontigny,  Com- 
mandant of  !Michilimakinac,^  of  certain  munitions  and  goods 
remaining  there^  in  1728. 

1  Jean  Fr6d6ric  Phelypeaux,  Comte  de  Maurepas,  was  minister  of  the 
marine  (including  the  colonies),  1723-49. — ^EjD. 

2 Jacques  Testard,  Sieur  de  Montigny  (called  La  Marque),  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  Canadian  officers  during  the  forty  years  following 
1690.  He  was  bom  in  1663,  and  while  an  ensign  took  part  in  the 
attack  upon  Schenectady  (1690),  where  he  was  wounded,  and  there- 
upon  was  promoted   to   a   lieutenancy.    In   1695   he   commanded   In 
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xfn 


To  wit: 

Five  guns 

19  livres 

Three  mattocks 

10 

One  plane 

4. 

15 

One  coat  and  two  Capotes 

28 

Nine  shirts  at  40  sols 

IS 

Four  ropes  ^^  (inch)  at  3  Hvres 

10  sols 

14. 

8.    9 

94. 

3    9 

Deduct  for  costs 

4. 

14 

Total 

89. 

9.    9 

HooguAST 

out  at  Quebec,  September  let,  1732. 

[Accompanying  this  document  in  the  archives  are  the  following: 
Letter  from  Monsieur  Hocquart  to  the  minister — Quebec,  October  Ik 

1732  —  respecting  the  sale  of  munitions  left  at  Michilimakinac 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Montigny  to  Monsieur  Hocqnait 

— April  2,  1731,  on  the  same  subject. 
Roll  of  those  whom  I  paid  for  the  year  1728  at  Michilimakinac 
Statement  of  what  I  did  with  the  King's  Goods  remaining  at  Micfalfr 

makinak  from  the  Campaign  against  the  Renards.i] 


Acadia,  and  the  following  year  distinguished  himself  in  Iberville^ 
expedition  to  Newfoundland.  In  this  latter  place  he  led  the  Abenikl 
allies  in  17(1^-06,  making  his  name  a  terror  to  the  Ehiglish  inhabittntli 
Montigny  surrendered  at  Port  Royal  in  1710,  and  was  sent  to  Franeib 
soon  after  receiving  the  cross  of  St.  Louis.  When  Charlevoix  Journeyed 
to  the  West,  he  accompanied  this  officer  as  far  as  Green  Bay,  whers 
he  was  commandant,  1721-23;  promoted  to  the  command  at  MaddDiCi 
he  served  from  1730-33  at  this  post,  and  died  in  battle  in  1737.  Hi 
son,  Jean  Baptiste,  was  a  noted  officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  Wtf 
(1754-63),  and  their  descendants  are  still  prominent  in  Canada.—Bki. 
iThe  two  last  documents  are  signed  by  Lignery. — ^En. 
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1732:     FRENCH  INDIANS  INCITED  TO  ATTACK  FOXES  AND 

CHICKASAW 

[ESxtract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  flench 
Minister,  dated,  Oct  1,  1732.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  dee  Col- 
onies, Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection,  Moreau-St  M6ry,  vol.  10,  f.  12, 
fol.  5."] 

MONSEIGISrBnB — 


The  Sieur  de  BeauhamaiB  has  the  honor  to  inform  jou^  Mon- 
seigneur^  by  a  private  letter^  of  the  condition  to  Tvhich  the 
Benards  are  reduced,  and  of  the  attack  made  upon  that  nation 
by  the  hurons  and  the  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains^ 
since  That  of  the  sieur  de  Villiers.  He  ventures  to  hope  that 
his  Majesty  will  be  satisfied  with  his  action  on  this  occasion^ 
and  with  the  line  of  conduct  that  he  followed  in  making  the 
savages  act  without  leading  the  other  Nations  to  think  that  It 
was  through  his  orders,  or,  at  least,  that  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  action  of  the  hurons  and  Iroquois.  This  policy  seemed 
to  hiTTi  to  be  all  the  more  necessary  that  after  granting  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Renards  their  lives  on  the  CJondition  that  they  should 
send  him  this  Summer  four  of  the  most  notable  persons  among 
them,  he  was  very  well  pleased  to  show  that  he  kept  his  word 
while  waiting  for  them  to  keep  Theirs.  They  failed  to  do  so  and 
this  induced  The  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  to  send  back  to  them 
The  hostage  in  his  hands,  whom  he  ordered  to  tell  the  remainder 
of  his  nation  that  as  they  had  not  kept  their  word,  he  left  them 
to  the  mercy  of  the  savages  who  are  in  the  Field,  and  resolved 
to  exterminate  their  race. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  wrote  this  year  to  the  Command- 
ants of  fort  de  Chartrcs  in  the  Islinois  coimtry,  of  the  Ouia- 
tanons,  of  the  Miamis,  to  urge  their  savages  to  attack  the  Chica- 
chas  whom  they  were  to  consider  as  the  common  enemy  of  all 
the  nations.  He  also,  through  the  sieur  De  Boishebert,  gave 
the  same  notice  to  The  hurons  of  Detroit  who  raised  a  band  to 
attack  the  remnant  of  the  Renards — as  he  did  not  wish  a  single 
one  to  be  left  alive — that  they  might  also  turn  their  aimB 
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against  the  Chicachas.  Althougli  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamoia 
was  not  informed  of  his  Majesty's  intentions  with  respect  to  the 
steps  that  had  to  be  taken  to  destroy  that  nation  and  to  obtain 
tranquillity  for  that  Quarter,  he  considered  that  one  of  the 
necessary  means  to  be  employed  was  to  cause  a  diversion  among 
The  nations  as  he  has  done. 

It  is  certain  that  the  small  parties  that  from  time  to  time  will 
attack  the  CJhicachas  will  greatly  harass  them,  and  reduce  them 
to  such  a  Condition  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  remain  quiet. 
Moreover,  as  they  will  be  harassed  on  the  other  Side  by  the  peo- 
ple under  Monsieur  Perrier,  to  whom  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois 
has  communicated  the  steps  that  he  was  taking  on  this  side, 
they  vnW  bo  more  easily  jjulxlued ;  and  there  seems  to  be  no  better 
expedient  for  succeeding  in  this.  That  of  causing  The  savages 
to  march  and  attack  at  the  same  time  as  Those  who  would  be 
sent  by  Monsieur  Perrier,  would  be  a  good  one,  did  not  the  diffi- 
culty of  assembling  these  nations  in  one  Spot  prevent  its  being 
carried  out.  Another  Eeason  is  that  the  savages  do  not  behave 
like  disciplined  Troops,  and  moreover  if  it  were  possible  to 
adopt  this  plan,  it  would  entail  ^eat  expense  upon  his  Majesty, 
and  it  would  probably  have  no  better  effect  than  if  the  Savages 
were  allowed  to  act. 

The  sieur  Perrier  wrote  this  year  to  the  sieur  de  Beauhamois 
that  there  remained  onlv  about  one  Hundred  men  of  the  T^atchez 
nation  who  had  sought  refuge  among  the  Chicachas.  It  would 
appear,  Monseigneur,  that  he  is  mistaken;  but  though  there 
may  be  a  larger  number,  we  may  succeed  in  subduing  them  if 
the  assistance  which  ho  informed  the  sieur  de  Beauhamois  that 
he  expected,  be  sent  to  Him,  and  if  the  orders  despatched  by  the 
sieur  De  Beauhamois  to  the  Posts  bo  executed.  He  will,  how- 
ever, devote  all  his  attention  to  this  matter  and  will  carry  it  out 
in  The  least  expensive  and  most  suitable  way  for  the  object  we 
have  in  view — the  subjugation  of  that  nation. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  October  1st,  1732.  HoCQUART 
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1732:     EXPENSES  OF  THE  INDIANS  URGED  TO  WAR 

[Extract  from  a  statement  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the 
French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  76.] 

MOXSBIGNBUB 


We  have  received  the  statements  of  the  funds  appropriated 
this  year  both  for  the  marine  and  for  the  Domain  Which  .will  be 
expended  in  accordance  with  their  destination. 

With  reference  to  the  sum  of  21,749  livres,  12  sols,  6  deniers, 
it  is  true  that  The  Statement  that  was  sent  you  concerning  the 
same  last  year  was  very  summary.  Monsieur  hocquart  was 
unable  to  make  it  any  more  complete  as  The  last  Ship  was 
about  to  sail. 

We  have  the  honor  to  forward  vou  a  more  detailed  statement. 
This  expenditure  has  not  been  eflFected  out  of  the  Magazines. 
The  munitions  of  which  it  consists  were  delivered  to  the  Sav- 
ages by  the  French  Voya^curs  by  command  and  on  The  written 
orders  of  the  Officers  commanding  the  various  posts,  which 
orders  were  countersigned  by  the  missionary',  When  one  hap- 
pened to  be  there. 

It  has  alwavs  boon  the  custom — And  it  is  imavoidable — to 
give  provisior.s  and  other  imiiiitions  to  the  Savages,  When  we 
ask  Tliem  to  go  to  war.  When  they  are  at  Montreal  or  in  the 
olJher  places  where  the  King  has  Magazines,  then  this  expendi- 
ture is  included  with  that  incurred  for  presents.  But  every- 
where else,  as  at  detroit,  at  Missilimakinac,  at  Kiver  St  Joseph, 
and  at  the  other  places,  it  is  just  that  the  Voyageurs  should,  on 
their  return,  l)e  repaid  The  price  of  thc^uiunitions  that  they  have 
taken  to  the  upper  country  for  their  Trade,  and  that  they  de- 
liver on  The  orders  of  the  Commandants  for  excx>ptional  oc- 
casions, such  as  those  connected  with  war.  Otherwise  the  Offi- 
cers commanding  in  the  upper  Country  could  not  carry  out  The 
commands  sent  them  bv  the  General. 

When  our  savages  go  on  the  war-path  of  their  own  accord 
without  the  General's  participation,  such  as  Those  who  are  set- 
ting out  against  the  testes  plates,  that  is  their  affair  and  it  costs 
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ZYU 


the  King  nothing.  But  in  The  matter  of  The  Renards,  they  were 
tugged  and  solicited  by  lis,  and  at  Last  when  Monsieur  The  Mar- 
quis De  Beauhamois  gave  orders  to  the  Commandants  of  the 
various  posts  to  execute  his  Majesty's  commands;  to  urge  The 
savages  to  march  and  to  raise  bands  against  the  Chicachas,  ihey 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  so  without  giving  Them  on  the  spot 
some  munitions  and  provisions  to  enable  them  to  take  the  field. 
This  is  the  sole  expense  that  these  wars  Entail. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauharnois 
hocquart 

QiTEBEC,  October  9th,  1732. 

P.  S.  The  statement  of  the  expenditure  in  connection  with 
the  last  expeditions  against  the  Benards  which  we  had  The 
honor  to  send  you  last  year,  amounted  to  21,749  livres,  12  sols. 
Those  we  send  you  this  year,  to  the  number  of  three,  hereunto 
annexed,  exceed  that  sum  by  234  livres,  8  sols  owing  to  the 
omission  therein  of  a  receipt  for  an  expenditure  of  like  amount 

The  first  and  second  of  these  Statements  form  part  of  the 
expenditure  set  forth  in  the  account  of  1730,  to  which  The 
vouchers  are  annexed ;  nnd  As  there  is  a  surplus  for  the  said 
year,  we  do  not  ask  you  for  the  money  for  the  same  which 
would  amount  to  7,391  livres  5  sols.  You  will  Observe,  Mon- 
seigneur, in  The  third  statement  how '  the  various  items  of 
expenditure  composing  it  are  vouched  for.  This  cannot  be  done 
any  better  in  connection  with  expenses  of  that  nature.  We 
could  not  at  The  time  avoid  paying  The  voyageurs  and  others 
who  are  mentioned  therein^  after,  however,  examining  and  even 
reducing  Their  bills  according  to  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the 
posts  where  they  were  supplied. 

You  are  moreover  aware,  Monseigneur,  that  The  only  way  to 
get  The  savages  to  act  is  to  give  them  food  and  to  equip  ihem. 
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1732:     LA  RONDE  SEEKS  TO  EXPLOIT  COPPER  MINES  OF  LAKE 

SUPERIOR 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated,  Oct.  11,  1732.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  95.] 

MoNSEiGNBUB — You  Esked  118  in  one  of  your  despatcbee  this 
year  for  information  respecting  the  copper  mine  in  Lake  Su- 
perior, a  specimen  of  the  ore  from  which  was  sent  you  by 
Ifonsieur  De  Beauhamois  in  1728.  All  the  Information  that 
vre  have  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain  consbts  in  the  continued 
assurance  of  The  sava^^  that  the  mine  is  in  The  Tonagonn 
Biver  and  in  the  BiviSre  IToire,^  and  there  is  a  constant  tradi« 
tion  among  them  that  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Lake  25  Leagues 
from  land,  is  full  of  this  metal ;  That  the  block  of  this  mineral 
lying  on  tlio  shore  of  the  Lake  to  The  West  comes  from  one  of 
those  islands,  and  was  carried  there  by  the  ice.^  To  venture  on 
the  discovery  of  those  islands  in  bark  Canoes  is  too  dangerous. 
Lake  Superior  is  a  sea  and  stronger  vessels  with  decks  would  be 
needed  to  go  from  the  main  land  to  the  said  islands.  Some 
savage  Canoes  attempted  to  cross  over  and  were  lost;  probably 
only  one  succeeded  in  reaching  there  and  in  coming  back,  and 
this  has  given  Kise  to  the  tradition  that  is  preserved  among  the 
savages  that  one  or  more  of  those  Islands  are  full  of  a  sub- 
stance suitabte^for  making  kettles  (this  is  their  expression) 
which  has  been  reported  to  us  both  by  Monsieur  de  la  ronde* 
who  six)ke  to  the  savages  at  The  time  when  he  commanded  at 
C3iagouamigon,  and  by  The  sieur  De  saint  Pierre,  an  ensign^ 
who  lived  9  years  in  that  quarter,  and  who  Knows  the  savage 
Language  better  than  the  savages,  as  they  themselves  admit.* 


iThe  Ontonagon  River  and  the  Black  River  of  the  upper  peninsula 
of  Michigan,  both  of  which  are  indicated  by  these  names  on  BeUin*8 
map  of  1T45. — Ed. 

2  For  details  of  this  tradition,  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  72-76. — Ed. 

3  For  biography  of  Louis  Denys,  Sieur  de  la  Ronde,  see  his  own 
account  written  in  1739,  post.    He  died  in  1741. — Ed. 

*  Jacques  le  Gardeur,  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre   (born  in  1701),  was  the 

grandson  of  Jean  Nicolet,  and  son  of  Paul  le  Gardeur,  Sieur  de  St. 
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On  this  Information  which  is  more  than  mere  oonjecton 
Monsieur  De  la  ronde  proposes,  in  the  memorial  which  we  ha^ 
The  honor  to  annex  hereto ;  to  build  two  barks  at  his  own  e 
pense:  one  on  Lake  Superior  and  the  other  on  Lake  hnron  c 
Michigan ;  in  order  that,  by  means  of  these  barks^  he  may  dii 
cover  the  islands  in  question,  load  them  with  copper  from  d 
mine  and  transport  the  same  to  Magara,  whence  it  can  earil 
be  taken  to  Quebea 

We  consider  Tlie  Sieur  T>a  Rondo's  project  a  Ixxv^a  fide  on< 
all  the  more  so  that  if  he  does  not  set  to  work  The  same  year  1 
build  a  bark  on  Lake  Superior,  he  will  be  deprived  of  the  Con 
mand  and  trade  of  the  post  of  Chagoumigan,  which  he  asks  for 
years  to  indemnify  Him  for  the  expense  of  his  undertaking  i 
which  he  associates  with  himself  The  sieur  De  St  Pierre  a 
equally  prudent  and  intelligent  Officer. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  his  good  faith  nor  of  that  of  Monsiev 
De  la  ronde,  for  they  will  be  obliged  at  an  early  date  in  tl 
Spring  following  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  to  fit  out  at  Moi 
treal  3  or  4  Canoes  loaded  with  the  rigging  and  the  appliance 
most  needed  for  building  and  navigating  the  vessels  in  que 

Pierre,  who  commanded  at  Chequamegon  in  1718.  Jacques  doubtlei 
remained  as  a  trader  in  this  region,  and  thus  acquired  his  great  fami 
iarity  with  Indian  languages.  He  became  one  of  the  most  note 
officers  in  the  service  of  New  France.  He  was  with  Lignery  in  h: 
expedition  of  1728,  and  th«  next  year  made  a  peace  between  the  Siou 
and  the  Cree;  from  1734-37  he  commanded  at  Fort  Beauhamois.  I 
1739-40,  he  commanded  against  the  Chickasaw,  and  built  a  sina 
fort  in  their  territory.  In  1745,  he  was  in  command  at  Niagara,  an 
the  same  year  relieved  the  French  garrison  on  Lake  Champlain.  I 
1746,  he  campaigned  in  Acadia,  and  in  1747.  was  sent  to  command  f 
Mackinac  during  an  uprising  of  the  Indians,  which  he  skillfull 
allayed,  and  made  peace  In  the  upper  country'.  In  1750,  he  was  pr 
moted  to  a  captaincy,  and  being  sent  to  continue  the  explorationB  c 
the  V6rendryes,  penetrated  as  far  as  the  Saskatchewan  River.  H 
arrived  in  Canada  late  in  1753,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  the  post  li 
Western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  encountered  by  I^Iajor  Washing 
ton,    messenger    from    Governor    Dinwiddle    of   Virginia.    He    joined 

Dieskau's  expedition  to  Lake  George  in  1755,  and  was  slain  in  the  flnt 
battle. — Ed. 
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tion — an  Expense  which  they  wonld  be  careful  not  to  incur  if 
they  were  not  sure  of  the  Success  of  this  undertaking  in  which 
his  Majesty  runs  no  risk. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur  Your 
very  liuiiiblo  an<l  vorv  olxw:Hcnt  Servants. 

*■  • 

BEArHABNOTS 
Quebec,  October  11th,  1732.  IIoCQUABT 


1732:     FATE  OF  THE  FOXES;   LINCTOT  AND  THE  SIOUX  POST; 
RE-ESTABLISHED  POST  AT  GREEN  BAY 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  15.  1732. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  328.] 

Monseigneur — T  have  received  the  Letter  that  vou  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  The  22nd  of  April  last ;  and  I  am 
greatly  flattered  at  the  Satisfaction  given  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Blow  that  the  Sieur  de  VilHers  has  inflicted  Upon  the  Renards. 
Although  it  was  a  heavy  one,  and  caused  the  destruction  of  the 
majority  of  that  nation,  The  Slaves  whom  those  savages  had 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  from  the  Nations  with  whom  they 
Were,  had  enabled  them  to  make  up  a  Village  of  45  Cabins  near 
Ouisconsin  in  which  were  ninety  men,  besides  nine  other  Cabins 
at  a  IKstance  from  the  former.  It  is  upon  these  45  Cabins, 
Monseigneur,  that  the  last  blow  was  struck  by  our  Iroquois  from 
the  Lake  of  the  two  Mountains  and  by  the  hurons  of  Detroit, 
who  have  won  Over  the  Renards  a  victory  as  brilliant  as  tha 
prudence  and  bravery  they  had  displayed  in  everything  that 
preceded  it.  You  will  Judge  of  it,  Monseigneur,  from  the 
relation  that  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  Sending  You  via  1' 
Isle  Royalle,  and  which  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  on 
the  return  of  the  King's  Ship  with  an  appendix  respecting  that 
which  gave  our  Savages  the  advantage.  We  may  now  hope  for 
the  Total  destruction  of  that  nation;  for,  according  to  all  the 
Letters  sent  me  from  the  upper  country  and  from  the  Places 
where  they  are  in  a  position  to  be  thoroughly  informed,  the 
remnant  of  that  tril>e  jiro  said  to  consist  merelv  of  Fifty  or  sixty 
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men  who  beg  for  mercy  on  all  sides^  and  who  make  up.  Say  ten 
Cabins,  which  have  come  to  la  baye  to  cast  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  Monsieur  de  Villiers  and  in  which  were  20  men  and 
80  or  40  women  and  Children;  4  other  Cabins,  two  of  which 
have  gone  to  the  Kikapoiix  and  Maskoiitins  who  would  not 
receive  them  lest  they  might  break  their  word  given  to  their 
Father,  and  the  two  others  to  the  river  St  Joseph  where  thcj 
were  told  the  same  thing;  while  Six  others  are  Wandering 
about     These    are    all   that   remain   I    think,    Monseigneur. 
Moreover  if  there  were  any  others,  besides  the  fact  that  they  are 
no  longer  in  a  Condition  to  cause  us  any  Anxiety,  there  will  be 
no  question  of  them  before  very  long  because  All  the  other 
nations  are  actually  in  the  Field  to  exterminate  the  race  as  thej 
have  been  Informed  that  the  Benards  had  failed  to  keep  the 
promise  that  they  had  given  me  to  send  down  four  of  the  mort 
notable  Among  them  this  year.     I  sent  back  the  Chief  whom 
they  had  left  me  as  a  hostage,  and  through  him  I  informed  them 
that  I  had  relied  on  the  word  that  they  had  given  me,  I  had  not 
Requested  the  Nations  to  destroy  them;  That  the  attack  just 
made  Upon  them  by  the  hurons  and  the  Iroquois  was  apparently 
the  sequel  of  the  old  quarrel  that  they  had  had  Together ;  that  I 
had  not  been  informed  of  their  expedition ;  but  that  as  they  had 
failed  to  observe  the  conditions  that  had  Induced  me  to  grant 
them  their  Lives,  I  left  their  fate  to  the  discretion  of  the  sar- 
ages.     We  may  consider  that  it  is  in  good  hands  judging  from 
the  ardor  they  display,  and  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  a  qiies- 
tion  of  any  Renard  next  vear. 

The  Sieur  de  Linctot  who  has  been  charged  with  the  Ite" 
establishment  of  the  post  among  tlie  scioux,  wrote  to  me  that 
he  was  unable  to  reach  there  before  last  spring,  and  that  he 
was  compelled  to  pass  the  winter  at  a  Place  called  I-a  Mon- 
tague qui  trempe  dans  I^Eau,  thirty  leagues  from  that  poet 
Through  that  oiRcer  I  learned  that  fourteen  Renards  (who 
had  Escaped  from  the  attack  of  our  hurons  and  Iroquc^) 
had  come  to  his  Camp  to  beg  for  their  lives.  But  that  througb 
fear  of  the  Puants  (who  were  Camped  near  the  Sieur  de 
Linctot)    they  had  not  long  remained   there,   and  I  suspect 
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they  must  be  among  those  who  came  to  throw  themselves 
into  the  arms  of  the  Sieur  de  Yilliers.  The  Sieur  de  linctot 
adds  that  there  were  sixty-two  Cabins  of  Scioux  at  the  Place 
where  he  Established  His  post,  And  that  he  expects  a  still 
greater  number  when  these  savages  (most  of  whom  were  away 
bunting)  are  Informed  of  his  arrival;  That  those  whom  he 
met  there  had  expressed  great  Satisfaction  at  seeing  the  French 
again;  And  that  the  chiefs  of  that  nation  were  to  come  down 
next  year  to  see  me. 

I  shall  Inform  the  traders  of  that  post  that  his  majesty  has 
granted  them  the  fourth  year's  Privilege,  that  I  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  asking  from  you  for  them ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  beg 
you,  Monseigneur,  to  permit  me  to  allow  them  to  enjoy  it  only 
80  long  as  they  fulfil  the  conditions  of  their  Agreement  (as  they 
have  Pledged  themselves).  This  will  also  induce  them  to  pay 
more  particular  attention. 

The  Sieur  de  ViUiers,  whom  I  had  Sent  to  re-establish  the 
poet  at  la  Baye,  has  written  to  me  that  the  Sakis  had  rebuilt 
their  old  Village  at  that  Spot  and  that  they  were  there  with  their 
families.  I  have  permitted  the  Voyageurs  to  go  to  that  place 
this  year  to  supply  their  wants,  and  I  shall  continue  this  post 
when  it  is  Established,  as  it  was  before  being  Evacuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhabnois 

QuEiJEC.  October  15th,  1732. 


1732:     SPEECH  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  RESPONSES 

[Enclosure  in  Beauhamois's  annual  report  to  the  French  Minister; 
no  date  on  document,  but  probably  Oct.  15,  1732.  Speeches  of  other 
Indians  and  the  governors*  replies  accompanied  this.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  57.  c.  11,  fol.  354.] 

Words  of  the  Ilinois. 

My  Father,  I  have  come  to  see  you  with  my  Brothers^  The 
Quicapoux  and  Maskoutins  and  to  Fan  you  with  this  Calumet 
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I  find  that  tho  weather  i?  Clear  since  I  see  voii.     This  is  oar 
manner  of  presenting  a  Calumet  which  means  peace. 

I  open  my  heart  to  my  Father,  and  it  will  be  glad  when  I 
shall  go  away  after  hearing  his  word.  You  know  that  we  were 
The  first  to  attack  the  Henards  who  killed  us,  which  reduces  vs 
to  a  pitiable  Condition.  Therefore,  My  Father,  we  ask  Ton  to 
have  the  same  Consideration  for  us,  as  You  have  for  vour  other 
Children  and  that  You  will  take  care  of  us  who  wish  to  Listen 
to  no  other  word  but  vours. 

Reply  to  the  Words  of  the  Ilinois 

It  aflFords  me  mudi  pleasure,  Ouabichagana,  to  See  thee 
imitoil  with  tlie  Qnieapoux"  and  Maskoutins  and  that  you  live 
together  as  good  brothers.  The  weather  is  always  fair  when  I 
Seo  my  Cliiltlroii  \voll-(lis]iose(l  as?  thou  seoiiiest  to  me  to  be. 

I  am  convinced  that  thou  openest  thy  heart  to  me,  and  that 
thou  answerest  to  me  for  that  of  thy  young  men  who  are  but 
onio  with  tlioo.  Thon  assurest  me  that  thou  wilt  be  glad  ^Aen 
thou  ^vilt  liave  hoard  my  word.  Hero  it  is:  Tliou  and  all  thy 
village  may  rely  upon  my  kindness  and  protection,  so  long  as 
you  behave  as  you  have  hitherto  done.  In  future  I  will  shov 
You  the  same  consideration  as  I  have  to  your  Brothers  with 
whom  I  Exhort  you  to  be  imited  and  to  have  but  one  heart  v 
you  have  but  one  Father  who  will  take  care  of  You. 


1732:     CONDITIONS   AT   DETROIT;    OFFICERS   FOR   THE  POSTS 

[EiXtract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  15,  1732.  with  endorsements  of  the  government,  Jan.  20,  1731 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  58,  c.  11,  fol.  237.] 

The  Sieiir  de  Boishebert's  occupations  in  connection  with  tto 
action  of  the  Hiirons  and  Iroquois  against  the  Eenards  have  not 
allowed  him  to  send  the  maps  that  he  was  to  Make  of  Itte 
Sainte  Claire  and  Lake  Hiiron.^ 


1  Endorsement  of  the  Minister:     "It  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  sent 
this  year." 
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He  has  always  Tecommended  that  officer,  as  he  has  Done*  in 
the  case  of  his  predccesaora,  to  devote  every  attention  to  the  set- 
tlement of  Detroit  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  post^  But 
though  they  have  not  been  deficient  in  care  On  these  two  Points, 
it  is  impossible  for  this  Settlement  to  become  at  all  considerable 
00  long  as  we  do  not  send  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  there  to 
whom  lands  would  be  conceded,  whose  value  they  might  im- 
prove. ^VikI  thoy  would  Afterward  Become  good  settlers.* 
About  (me  luindred  salt-Smugglers  might  also  be  sent  there  to 
whom  advances  would  be  made  at  first 

By  these  means  the  post  would  soon  become  a  considerable 
one,  and  by  its  Strength  it  would  restrain  all  the  nations  of  the 
upper  country. 

He  will,  however,  continue  to  recommend  the  officers  com- 
manding there  to  induce  the  settlers  to  till  their  Farms  and  to 
maintain  order.' 

He  will  distribute  the  12  Medals  that  have  been  sent  to  him 
onlv  to  .the  Chiefs  whose  attachment  and  Services  Are  known  to 
him.  As  there  are  many  in  this  position  and  as  the  expedition 
of  our  Iroquois  and  Hurons  against  the  Benards  places  him 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  some  to  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the 
band,  he  Asks  that  others  be  sent  to  him.* 

H^  asserts  that  he  will  be  careful  In  the  selection  of  the 
officers  whom  he  will  send  to  the  posts.  He  adds  that  his 
attention  in  this  respect  excites  jealousy  but  that  he  considers 
solely  the  capability  of  those  whom  he  employs,  the  good  of  the 
Ser\Mco  and  of  the  Colony.' 


1  Ehidorsement  of  the  Minister:     "To  continue." 

2 Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "This  can  be  done  only  in  the  event 
of  the  number  of  the  troops  being  increased.  What  can  be  done  will 
be  decided  hereafter." 

3 Endorsement  of  the  Minister:     "Good." 

*  Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "Good.  Write  to  Monsieur  de  Cotte 
to  send  12  other  similar  to  those  he  sent  last  year." 

5 Endorsement  of  Minister:     "He  cannot  be  too  careful." 
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He  intends  to  send  the  Sieur  de  Nojbh  tliis  year  to  oomnumd 

at  Missilimakinac^ 

For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  recommended  to  Avail 
himself  of  that  officer's  services. 


1733:     POXES  ATTACKED  IN  THEIR  FORT  AT  MARAMSO; 

SMALLPOX  SPREADS 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dited 
May  1,  1733,  enclosing  letters  from  commandants  In  the  Upper  Coxatif, 
MS.  in  archives  of  Minist(ire  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  ''Canadi^ 
corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  59,  c.  11,  fol.  4."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  last  autnnm 
that,  owing  to  the  Benards  having  found  IlkCeans  to  withdraw 
some  Slaves  from  the  Nations,  they  were  able  to  make  np  48 
Village  which  was  Attacked  by  our  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  two 
Mountains  and  tho  Iluvons  of  Detroit,  as  You  may  have  9fla» 
Monseigneur,  by  the  relation  that  I  had  the  honor  of  Sendiif 
You,  which  was  annexed  to  my  Letter,  and  in  Which  I  aJW 
that  Xotwithstanding  the  Blow  that  our  Warriors  had  strode 
At  Them,  it  was  asserted  that  there  still  remained  fifty  or  six^ 
Men  of  that  tribe  who  were  Wandering  about  and  whomtte 
Nations  wished  to  destroy  utterly ;  And  that  Among  othen  tto 
tribes  at  Detroit  had  raised  a  band  to  kill  them  wherever  4^ 
might  find  them  assembled. 

I  received  Letters  last  Winter  from  the  Commandants  iB  tte 
upper  Country  and  from  the  Sieur  de  Boishebert  who  wrote  tt^ 
me  that  the  ITurons,  Outaouacs  and  Pontouatamis  of  Dctirf 
started  at  the  end  of  last  autumn  to  carry  out  their  design.  1 
append  hereto,  Monseigneur,  the  relation  of  what  happened  <• 
that  Occasion,  which  has  been  pent  me  by  the  Sieur  de  Boiabi' 
bert  and  by  the  Conmiandants  of  the  River  St  Joseph  and  oO^ 
Miamis. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  Monsieur,  of  the  ravapi 
caused  by  small  pox  among  the  Villages  of  ike  Five  iroqooii 

lEhidorsement  of  Minister:     "Good.    He  is  a  person  to  be  employci' 
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Kations.  From  the  News  I  have  received  I  learn  that  It  is 
decreasing  there  But  that  It  has  spread  among  all  the  nations, 
and  that  the  Miami's  and  Poutouatamis  Among  others  have  lost 
many  Persons.  Brandy  which  they  went  to  get  from  the  Eng- 
lish, has  also  contributed  to  their  ruin,  And  I  must,  Mon- 
Beigneur,  Communicate  to  You  what  the  Commandant  of  the 
Hiamis  has  written  me  Kespecting  the  extraordinary  Effects 
of  that  liquor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur.  Tour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

Beauhabnois 
QuKDEC,  May  Ist,  1733. 


[Enclosure  In  the  above:  extract  of  a  letter  from  Boish^bert,  com- 
mandant at  Detroit,  to  Beauharnois,  dated  Nov.  7,  1732.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  345.] 

After  our  warriors  had  marched  22  days,  they  came  upon 
the  Benards  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Marameek^  in  a  stockade 
fort  with  an  earthen  rampart  inside  to  the  height  of  a  man, 
with  a  watch-tower  or  block-house  above  it.  This  fort  is  situ- 
ated between  the  lake  and  an  Impassable  swamp  so  that  it  can 
he  approached  only  by  means  of  a  tongue  of  land.  This  is  the 
description  given  by  all  the  huron,  Outaoiiao  and  Poutoiiatami 
Chiefs. 

The  Savages  who  had  divided  into  two  bands,  did  not  reach 
the  fort  together.  All  the  hurons  and  eight  or  ten  Outaoiiacs 
arrived  there  three  days  before  the  others.  After  carefully 
Beconnoitering  the  fort  and  its  position,  they  made  an  attempt 
to  Induce  the  Benards  to  come  out  and  they  succeeded;  for 
when  they  sent  five  or  six  men  close  to  the  palisade  at  day- 
break, a  woman  came  out  whom  they  killed.     As  soon  as  the 

1  The  location  of  this  lake  is  a  vexed  question.  It  probably  has  some 
relation  to  the  "Maramech'*  of  Franquelin's  map  of  1684,  and  the  river 
called  there  'Testekouy,"  now  known  as  Fox  River  of  northern  Illinois. 
The  nearest  lake  is  Pistakee,  in  Lake  County,  111.  This  may  be  the 
f^round  identified  by  J.  F.  Steward,  in  the  township  of  Little  Rock,  Ken- 
dall County,  m.    See  ante,  p.  129. — ^Ed. 
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Renards  perceived  this,  they  made  a  sortie,  and  fell  into  the 
ambush  of  our  savages  who  pressed  forward  too  much,  and  this 
Prevented  the  Renards  from  advancing  far  enough  to  be  sur- 
rounded. Somo  vollevs  were  fired  on  both  sides.  The  Ren- 
ards  lost  four  men  and  some  wounded  and  they  retreated  into 
their  fort. 

After  this  first  attack,  the  hurons  made  them  a  proposal  to 
surrender,  promising  them  their  lives.     They  replied  that  thcf 
consented ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
other  nations.     Tlie  Outaouacs  and  Poutouatamis  who  hadgooa 
to  tho  ^faskoutins,  nrrivod  on  the  following  day  with  the  Hinoii 
of  le  Roclicr,  jnul  tlu^ro  was  no  longer  any  thought  of  makiiig 
proposals.     Thev  made  a  second  attempt,  which  met  widi  no 
more  snocess  thun  tlio  first  one.     The  Renards  made  another 
sortie,  volleys  were  fired  on  both  sides  by  which  three  hnrou 
were  killed  and  some  of  the  other  savages  wounded.     After  this 
affair,  a  council  was  held  in  w^hich  it  was  resolved  that  a  Ponlr 
outami  Chief  should  enter  the  Renards'  fort  to  propoee  thit 
they  surrender.     He  entered  it,  and  when  he  made  the  pro* 
posal,  They  told  him  that  they  would  have  surrendered  as  tb^ 
had  agreed  to  do  at  the  first  summons,  but  that  they  saw  veiy 
well  that  our  savages  wished  to  deceive  them  for  attempts  had 
been  made  to  take  them  unawares  during  the  parleys;  thatthef 
had  no  other  answer  to  give  except  that  the  !N"ations  should  witt 
draw;  that  they  would  remain  quiet  in  their  fort,  and  thatiA 
tlio   S])riTi,tr  tlicy  would   come  to  Detroit  or  to  the  river  St 
Joseph.     The  matter  ended  there,  but  as  the  hurons  have  loit 
three  men  on  this  occasion,  if  the  Renards  do  not  forestall  them 
by  surrendering  as  they  have  promised  to  do,  the  former  viD 
not  fail  to  return  to  attack  them. 

One  of  the  huron  chiefs  is  to  come  to  Montreal  this  summff 
to  Invite  our  Iroqnois,  and  the  Lorette  hurons^  to  Join  them  in 
order  to  completely  end  Tlie  matter. 


1  The  Lorette  Hurons  were  a  village  of  the  Christian  Indians  of  tbit 
tribe,  established   (1697)  at  the  Jesuit  mission  of  Lorette.  eight  mUc* 
from   Quebec.    These   mission   Indians   were   much   employed   in  Oit  - 
Canadian  wars.    The  village  and  mission  still  exist. — Ed. 
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1733:     LETTERS  FROM  UPPER  COUNTRY  INTERCEPTED;   RAV- 
AGES OF  SMALLPOX 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  3,  1733. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  69,  c.  11,  fol.  6.] 

MoNSEiaNEUB — I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  news  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  Mississipi  Country  owing  to  an  Accident  that 
happened  to  those  to  whom  ^Monsieur  de  Boishebert  had  en- 
trusted the  letters  from  that  country.  Two  of  our  French  who 
had  resolved  to  return  last  winter  on  the  ice,  had  an  affair  with. 
the  savages  in  which  one  of  the  latter  was  killed.  He  deserved 
his  fate.  As  several  of  their  comrades  took  part  in  it,  our 
Frenchmen  retraced  tlieir  steps  to  Detroit.  They  were  Robbed 
of  all  they  had,  and  the  letters  that  were  in  their  packs  were 
seized.  I  Hope,  ^lonseignenr,  that  Monsieur  de  Boishebert  has 
taken  steps  to  have  them  found,  and  I  shall  act  in  accordance 
with  the  news  I  receive.  The  difficulty  will  I  think,  Monseig- 
neur,  be  to  create  a  diversion  in  that  country  so  long  as  our 
savages  are  determined  to  utterly  destroy  the  few  Renards  who 
are  left 

I  relied  to  a  great  extent  on  the  Miamis,  the  Ouiatanons  and 
the  Peangiiichias  but  the  mortality  among  them  may  disturb 
my  plans.  They  are  novertlieless  Requested  to  assist  them. 
They  must  feel  vory  woll  that  thoir  disaster  is  entirely  due  to  the 
Brandy  of  the  Euglisli. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  ol>cdipnt  servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  May  3d,  1733. 

I  Had  The  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  Writing  you  last  year 
that  smallpox  had  caused  great  ravages  among  the  Iroquois. 
It  Spread  everywhere.  Our  savages  who  are  settled  at  sault 
St  Louis  And  tlio  Lake  of  Two  Mountains  suffered  from  it. 
It  afterwards  extended  to  Montreal  where  it  was  verj''  severe. 
There  is  no  longer  any  question  of  it,  But  it  is  very  prevalent 
here  though  Less  Virulent 

[175] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voixvii 


1733:     MEMOIR  OF  THE  KING 

[Extracts  from  the  instructions  of  the  King  and  Minister  to  tlio 
Governor  and  Intendent  of  New  France.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minlstdn 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  Moreau-St  M6ry,  toL  lOt 
t.  12,  fol.  131."] 

May  12,  1733. 

Acknowledges  His  Majesty  has  had  an  account  rendered  to 
receipt  of  our  him  of  what  the  Sieurs  do  Beanhamois  and 
letters.  Ilocqnart  Wrote  last  year  respecting  the  affain 

of  the  Colony ;  And  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
Continue  the  administration  thereof  with  the  same  Zeal  and 
Attention  they  have  Hitherto  displayed,  He  has  decided  to  mr 
plain  to  them  His  Intentions  Regarding  the  varions  matten 
within  their  jurisdiction. 

Copper  Mines.         He  has  Noticed  all  that  they  have  written 

with   Reference  to   the   Copper  Mines  near 
Chagoiiamigon.     And,  After  Examining  the  Memorial  of  the 
Sieur  de  la  Ronde  denis,  the  Captain  whom  they  Sent,  He  haa 
approved  the  pro]->osition  made  by  that  officer  to  Undertake  the 
discovery  and  Working  of  those  Mines,  And,  to  that  end,  will 
approve  of  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beanhamois'  granting  him 
the  Post  of  Chagoiiamigon  for  nine  years,  as  he  request?,  on 
the  conditions  proposed  by  him,  Namely:  that  he  Shall  be  hoond 
to  build  two  Vessels  at  His  own  expense,  one  of  Twenly-fivs 
Tons  on  Lake  Superior  and  another  of  fifty  Tons  on  the  Lab 
of  Sault  Ste  Marie,  in  order  to  transport  the  Ore  taken  from  the 
Mines  to  Niagara,  whence  he  shall  send  it  down  every  year  to 
Quebec  in  large  flat  Boats,  And  that,  in  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  shall  send  up  Canoes  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
rigging  and  other  things  required  for  the  two  Vessels,  together 
with  the  carpenters  and  Sailors  he  may  need. 
Copper.         It  is  upon  such  conditions  that  His  Majesty  Ex- 
pects the  Sieur  de  la  Ronde  to  undertake  the  difr 
covery  and  working  of  the  Mines  in  question ;  And  Should  he 
not  fulfil  them  the  very  first  year,  it  is  His  Majesty's  wish  that 
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he  shall  pay,  as  he  has  offered  to  do,  the  rental  of  the  Post  of 
Ohagoiiainigon  At  the  rate  to  be  determined  by  the  Sieurs  Map- 
qnis  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart,  to  whose  dedsiati  His 
Ifajesty  leaves  the  Matter,  and  that.  Moreover,  he  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  permission  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  grant  him. 
They  shall  obtain  a  Tender  from  him  in  accordance  with  the 
above  and  see  that  he  Fulfils  the  same,  rendering  an  account  of 
the  execution  thereof. 

******** 

Benards —  He  has  also  learned  with  complete  Sati^* 

The  conduct  faction  of  the  Condition  to  which  the  Eenardft 
of  the  general  are  reduced  by  the  Blow  inflicted  On  that 
approved.  nation,  by  the  hurons  and  iroquois  of  the  Lake 

of  two  Mountains  since  the  action  of  the  Sieur 
de  Villiers.  According  to  the  special  Report  thereon  made  by 
the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  there  is  reason  to  Hope  that 
that  nation  is  at  last  in  such  a  condition  that  it  will  no  longer 
cause  anxiety.  Especially  If  the  other  nations  have  carried  out 
their  design  of  Exterminating  the  race. 

Moreover,  His  Majesty,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  same 
INTation  has  failed  to  keep  the  promise  it  had  made  to  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  to  SAud  him,  last  Summer,  four  of  its 
principal  chiefs,  has  approved  of  his  having  sent  back  the 
hostage  he  had  in  his  hands,  with  orders  to  tell  His  people  that 
•uch  failure  to  keep  their  promise  Induced  him  to  leave  them 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Savages  who  had  taken  the  Field  to  attack 
them.  His  Majesty  has  no  doubt  that  he  has  maintained  the 
latter  in  the  same  dispositions  they  manifested  in  this  respect, 
and  that  he  has  taken  all  the  steps  in  his  power  to  secure  the 
complete  destruction  of  that  nation  which  there  is  no  hope  ci 

restraining  so  long  as  it  is  in  a  Oondition  to  wme^ 
To  report.     He  is  to  report  whatever  May  occur  in  this  Re- 
gard. 
Poet  of  the  Scioux.        His  majesty  was  also  pleaaed  to  leain 

that  the  post  of  the  Scioux  has  been  fully 
established,  and  that  those  Savages  have  received  the  French 
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widi  evidences  of  Satisfaction;  It  is  to  be  desired  that  the 
Siour  de  Linctot,  whom  the  Sieiir  Marquis  de  Beanhamois  has 
placed  in  charge  of  that  Establishment,  should  maintain  that 
nation  in  its  present  dispositions.  The  Sieur  Marquis  da 
Beauhamois  is  Aware  of  the  importance  of  propitiating  them, 
and  His  Majesty  is  convinced  that  he  will  always  take  the  most 
suitable  measures  to  derive  all  the  benefits  that  can  be  expected 
from  them.  He  will  continue  to  report  on  the  progress  of  tint 
Establishment. 

Ke-establishment  The  re-establishment  of  the  post  of  It 

of  the  post  of  la     Baye  has  given  His  Majesty  no  less  pleaa- 
Baye  approved.        ure,    And    as    the    Sakis    Have    returned 

thither,  He  approves  of  the  Sieur  Marquii 
de  Beauharnois'  having  sent  up  Voyageurs  last  year  to  supply 
their  needs.  Tranquillity  being  no  longer  disturbed  in  that 
quarter,  it  will  be  easy  for  him  to  send  there  every  year,  as  Hu 
Majesty  recommends  him  to  do. 

******  *  * 

Le  Sieur  Joucaire.         His    [Majesty    has    also    learned   with 
Chaouanons.  pleasure  of  the  Success  of  the  expedition 

Their  being  in  of  the  Sieur  joneairo  to  the  ChaouanoiUi 

tho  neiglilx)rhood        The  manner  in  which  the  Hurons,  3C- 
of  the  Miamis  amis,  and  Ouyatanons  have  consented  to 

and  ()iii:U:i lions  li:ivo  tlioso  sjivjiros  K^ounio  thoir  neighbors 

gives  reason  to  hope  that  great  advantages 
may  be  derived  therefrom,  Esjx?cially  If  harmony  and  accord 
con,tinuo  to  reign  between  those  Xations.  The  Sieur  de  Beao- 
hamois  must  contribute  to  this,  all  the  more  so  that  it  is  one  of 
the  Surest  means  of  maintaining  them  in  their  attachment  to 
the  Fi-encli  and  of  keeping  them  away  from  the  English,  vho 
Will  bo  compelled  to  abandon  tho  project  they  had  of  Establish- 
ing posts  in  the  direction  of  the  Oiiabaehe  River  when  they  meet 
with  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  Savages.  This  considera- 
tion, added  to  tho  Assistance  that  may  he  obtained  from  thit 
nation  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  the  jroquois,  must  lead  the 
Sieur  de  Beauhamois  to  Realize  how  important  it  is  to  propiti- 
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ate  them.  His  Kajeetj  is  oonvinced  that  he  will  give  Hit 
entire  attention  to  this. 

Country  of  the  With  r^rd  to  the  Eeport  His  Majesty 

Islinois  united  has  had  made  to  Him  concerning  what 

to  Ihe  Government  the  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart 
of  Louisiana.  wrote  last  year,  and  what  was  also  written 

him  by  the  Sieurs  Perrier,  the  late  Gover- 
nor,  and  Salmon,  the  Commissary  general  of  Louisiana,  respect- 
ing the  country  of  the  jllinois  Savages,  He  has  decided  to  leave 
that  country  a  dependency  of  the  Gbvemment  of  Louisiana,  and 
has  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Bienville,  whom  he  has  appointed  to 
that  Government,  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  Command 
of  that  important  post,  and  the  Sieur  Salmon  to  send  the  neces- 
sary Munitions  there.  He,  nevertheless,  reconmiends  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  to  give  that  post  all  the  attention  in 
his  power. 

Measures  of  His  Majesty  has  approved  of  his  having 

Monsieur  the  caused  the  Nations  which  are  in  a  position 
General  against  to  harass  them,  to  declare  against  the  Chica- 
the  Chicachas  chas ;  of  his  having  again  written  to  the  Com- 
approved.  mandants  of  the  posts  of  the  Miamis,  the 

Ouitanons,  and  the  jllinois  to  induce  their 
Savages  to  strike  a  blow  At  that  nation,  and  of  his  having  also 
sounded  the  Hurons  with  the  same  object  There  is  no  better 
way  of  subjugating  them  than  to  make  a  diversion  from  Canada, 
while  the  Sieur  de  Bienville  will  take  measures  to  harass  them 
from  Louisiana. 

The  IS'atchez  The  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hoo- 

and  Chicachas  quart  have  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 

near  their  destrue-  defeat  of  the  Natche's  has  not  been  so 
tion.  complete  as  had  been  proclaimed.    Their 

movements  since  then  have  only  too  clearly 
proved  the  contrary,  but,  inasmuch  as  that  nation  has  since 
experienced  various  defeats  in  which  it  has  lost  many  of  Its 
warriors,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  Would  not  be  in  a 
Condition  to  give  any  trouble,  were  it  not  supported  by  the 
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Ghicachas.  And  this  makes  the  subjugation  of  the  latter  all  the 
more  important.  According  to  the  last  news  received  from 
Louisiana;  All  the  ITations  seem  to  be  in  arms  against  both  the 
Natchez  and  the  Chicachas,  and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that 
blows  were  to  be  inflicted  against  either  one  or  the  other  of 
those  Nations  that  would  not  fail  to  subjugate  them.  His 
Majesty  has  given  His  orders  in  consequence  to  the  Sieur  de 
Bienville/  and,  judging  from  His  Zeal  and  ability,  he  expects 
him  to  succeed  in  restoring  peace  and  tranquillity  in  the  Colony. 
He  has  ordered  him  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to 
inform  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  of  everything  that 
may  occur.  The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  must  do  the  same  with 
Begard  to  Him,  in  order  that  both  may  Be  in  a  Position  to  lay 
their  plans  in  concert  According  to  the  information  they  may 
give  one  anollier. 

Twelve  medals  His  Majesty  is  Satisfied  with  the  as- 

to  be  given  to  those        surrances  of  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beau- 

who  deserve  them.         hamois    that    he    will    distribute    the 

twelve  medals.  Sent  him  by  His  Maj- 
esty last  year  for  the  Savage  chiefs,  only  when  the  latter  shall 
bo  deserving  of  the  same ;  And  On  his  request  for  a  similar  num»- 
ber  of  such  medals.  He  has  given  orders  that  they  be  sent  to 
him,  recommending  him  to  exercise  the  same  care  in  their 
distribution. 


1  Jean  Baptiste  le  Moyne,  Sieur  de  Bienville,  at  this  time  governor 
of  Louisiana,  was  Canadian  born  (Montreal,  Feb.  23,  1680),  and 
younger  brother  of  Iberville,  the  founder  of  the  Mississippi  colony. 
He  served  with  Iberville  on  his  expedition  to  Hudson  Bay  (1797), 
when  but  a  youth  of  seventeen,  and  two  years  later  accompanied  him 
and  was  his  trusted  lieutenant  in  establishing  the  new  colony,  as  whose 
virtual  governor  he  acted  from  1702-04.  Again  (1718-24),  he  was 
governor-general  of  the  colony,  and  after  the  administration  of  Purler 
served  for  ten  years  longer  (1733-43),  when  he  retired  to  Paris,  where 
he  died  in  1768.  To  Bienville  is  due  the  honor  of  having  founded 
New  Orleans. — Ed. 
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1733:     NEWS  FROM  THE  WEST;  FRENCH  INDIANS  ATTACK  THE 

HOSTILES 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  30,  1783. 
HS.  in  archives  of  Minist6re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  8."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  havG  just  received  Letters  from  Detroit, 
from  the  Miamis,  and  from  the  Ouyatanons  where  small-Pox 
and  a  Malignant  Fever  have  continued  to  Cause  great  ravages. 

I  repeated  in  those  Posts,  Monseigneur,  the  orders  that  I  had 
given  last  year  to  Form  Bands  to  join  the  Jlinois  and  to  attack 
the  Natchez  And  Chicai'lias.  Bv  a  Letter  of  the  14th  of  Mardi 
from  the  Post  among  the  Ouyatanons,  I  am  informed  that  the 
Ghicachas  attacked  during  the  night  a  Detachment  of  one  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Men  who  were  coming  from  New  Orleans ;  that 
fifteen  French  were  wounded,  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Tonty^ 
being  among  the  nimiber,  and  that  the  Ohicachas  withdrew  witU 
the  loss  of  Some  of  Their  men. 

I  am  also  informed  that  seven  Frenchmen  who  had  been 
among  the  Jlinois,  have  been  killed  or  captured  while  ascending 
the  Ouabache,  fifteen  Leagues  below  the  beautiful  river  (Oyo).^ 
This  news  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  a  pirogue  has  been  found 
with  Sacks  of  Com  On  the  Bank  of  the  River,  and  a  Chest 
that  had  been  broken  open,  which  belonged  to  the  Master  of  the 
Canoe,  in  which  were  two  letters  for  Private  Individuals  among 
the  Ouyatanons.  As  no  news  had  been  received  when  they 
wrote  to  me,  it  is  conjectured  that  these  had  been  taken  by  the 
Ghicachas. 

I  am  waiting  every  Day  for  the  result  of  the  Truce  between 
the  Hurons  and  ihe  Renards,  for  the  latter  have  promised  that 
tihiey  would  come  this  spring  to  the  River  St  Joseph  or  to 
Detroit. 

Monsieur  de  Boishebert  writes  me  that  several  Bands  of 
outaouais  and  Poutouatamis  from  Detroit  attacked  the  Chica- 


iSee  ante,  note  1,  p.  3,  on  Desliettes  de  Tonty. — Ed. 
2  For  an  early  description  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  its  name,  "the 
beautiful  river,"  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  364,  365.— Ed. 
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war  and  by  the  report  of  cannon,  and  when  their  progresr 
alarmed  the  French,  the  latter  strove  to  embroil  the  two  nationa 
and  spared  no  eflFort  to  induce  the  Abenakis  to  compel  the  Eng- 
lish to  leave  their  Country.* 

At  that  time  and  in  the  year  1719,  the  Benards  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Abenakis.^  This  was  expressed  by  a  Picture,  one 
aide  whereof  represented  several  very  large  and  very  populous 
Villages,  men  and  women  of  tall  stature,  well-fed  children,  very 
fertile  fields,  woods  full  of  Elk,  moose  and  other  wild  animals, 
and  finally  Rivers  teeming  with  beaver  and  fish;  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Picture  were  represented  some  small  Villagea  barely 
visible;  the  persons  obsen-ed  in  them  were  so  emaciated  that  they 
oould  hardly  stand ;  neither  fields  producing  com  could  be  seen, 
nor  woods  full  of  wild  Animals,  no  Rivers  capable  of  supplying 
beaver  and  fish;  but  only  a  great  Dragon,  one-half  of  which 
showed  out  from  the  side  of  the  Picture  and  whose  open  jaws 
threatened  to  swallow  the  wretched  little  villages.^  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  explanation  of  the  Picture: — 

"My  Brother,  thou  seest  that  my  country  is  of  vast  extent; 
that  it  is  very  fertile  in  producing  grain  of  all  kinds ;  that  my 
woods  and  my  Rivers  supply  me  abundantly  with  all  sorts  of 
wild  animals  and  with  fish.  Consequently  see  how  well  oflF  I 
am  etc.  I  learn  with  regret  that  thou  art  reduced  to  a  small 
area  of  barren  and  sterile  Land  wherein  all  things  necessary 
for  thy  subsistence  are  wanting;  that  this  is  the  cause  of  thy 
leanness  and  of  the  death  of  thy  children  whom  thou  canst  not 
rear.  But  the  compassion  I  feel  for  thee  is  greatly  increased 
at  the  sight  of  that  great  Dragon  with  gaping  jaws,  ready  to 
devour  thee  and  whose  fury  thou  canst  escape  only  by  prompt 
flight.     As  I  take  an  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  thee. 


iThe  original  home  of  the  Abenaki  was  in  the  present  district  of 
Maine  and  Kew  Brunswick. — Ed. 

2  For  an  account  of  these  overtures,  see  Wis,  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi, 
pp.  431-436.— Ed. 

3  For  an'  account  of  picture  writing,  see  Garrick  Mallery's  "Picture 
Writing  of  the  North  American  Indians,"  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Ethnology 
Report,  1889-90.— Ed. 
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nant  will  not  obey,  to  kill  Tliein  without  thinking  of  making  a 
single  Prisoner,  bo  as  not  to  leave  one  of  the  race  alive  in  the 
upper  C5ountry  If  possible.  If  he  is  obliged  to  exterminate  the 
Men,  the  women  and  Children  who  remain  will  be  brou^t  here. 
Especially  the  Children.  I  Hope,  Monseigneur,  that  if  this 
step  meets  with  the  success  that  I  expect  from  it,  we  shall  be  in 
a  Position  next  vear  to  make  all  our  Nations  of  the  Lakes  attach 
the  Chicaehas.  As  I  have  written  to  Detroit  and  to  all  the 
Posts  in  the  Neighborhood  of  the  Mississipy  to  go  there,  I 
expect  that  there  will  be  a  mmiber  of  Bands  in  the  Field. 
Thirty  Men  from  sault  St.  Louis  and  from  the  Lake  of  two 
Mountains  have  gone  there  lately. 

The  Village  of  the  Sakis,  Monseigneur,  has  been  restored  to 
its  former  Condition* 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  Humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

BSAUHASKOIS 
MoNTBEAL,  July  Ist,  1733. 


1733:     THE  ILLINOIS  ATTACK  WISCONSIN  INDIANS 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1, 
1733.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  54,  c.  11,  fol.  377.] 

MoNSEiaKEXTB — The  Sieur  de  Muy,^  the  Commandant  at 
River  St  Joseph,  wrote  me  on  the  5th  of  June  that  the  entire 
Village  of  the  Jlinois  of  le  Ilocher  was  in  great  consternation. 
Last  Spring  thirty  of  their  young  men,  while  on  the  road  of 

1  Jacques  Pierre  Daneaux,  Sieur  de  Muy,  was  the  son  of  a  noted 
French  officer,  who  came  to  Canada  in  1685,  married  Marguerite 
Boucher,  and  after  serving  with  distinction  in  King  William's 
War  (1G89-97),  died  on  his  way  to  Louisiana  to  assume  the  governor' 
ship.  The  son  was  bom  in  1G95,  commanded  at  River  St.  Joseph  In 
1733,  served  as  captain  in  King  George's  War  (1744-48).  He  was  ap- 
pointed commandant  of  Detroit  in  1755,  dying  there  in  1757.  His 
superior  officer  reported  in  1747  that  he  was  a  "prudent,  wise,  and 
sedate  man,  and  a  very  exact  officer  in  all  that  appertains  to  th"" 
King's  service."— Ed. 
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war  and  by  the  report  of  cannon,  and  when  their  progresr 
alarmed  the  French,  the  latter  etrove  to  embroil  the  two  nations 
and  spared  no  effort  to  induce  the  Abenakis  to  compel  the  Eng- 
lish to  leave  their  Country/ 

At  that  time  and  in  the  year  1719,  the  Benards  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Abenakis."  Tliis  was  expressed  by  a  Picture,  one 
side  whereof  represented  several  very  large  and  very  populous 
Villages,  men  and  women  of  tall  stature,  well-fed  children,  very 
fertile  fields,  woods  full  of  Elk,  moose  and  other  wild  animals, 
and  finally  Rivers  teeming  with  beaver  and  fish ;  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Picture  were  represented  some  small  Villages  barely 
visible;  the  per.-ons  observed  in  them  were  so  emaciated  that  they 
could  hardly  stand ;  neither  fields  producing  com  could  be  seen, 
nor  woods  full  of  wild  Animals,  no  Rivers  capable  of  supplying 
beaver  and  fish;  but  only  a  great  Dragon,  one-half  of  which 
showed  out  from  the  side  of  the  Picture  and  whose  open  jaws 
threatened  to  swallow  the  w^retched  little  villages.'  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  explanation  of  the  Picture: — 

"My  Brother,  thou  seest  that  my  country  is  of  vast  extent; 
that  it  is  very  fertile  in  producing  grain  of  all  kinds ;  that  my 
woods  and  my  Rivers  supply  me  abundantly  with  all  sorts  of 
wild  animals  and  with  fish.  Consequently  see  how  well  oflF  I 
am  etc.  I  learn  with  regret  that  thou  art  reduced  to  a  small 
area  of  barren  and  sterile  Land  wherein  all  things  necessary 
for  thy  subsistence  are  wanting;  that  this  is  the  cause  of  thy 
leanness  and  of  the  death  of  thy  children  whom  thou  canst  not 
rear.  But  the  compassion  I  feel  for  thee  is  greatly  increased 
at  the  sight  of  that  great  Dragon  with  gaping  jaws,  ready  to 
devour  thee  and  whose  fury  thou  canst  escape  only  by  prompt 
flight.     As  I  take  an  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  thee. 


iThe  original  home  of  the  Abenaki  was  in  the  present  district  of 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick. — Ed. 

2  For  an  account  of  these  overtures,  see  'WiA,  Hist,  Colls.,  xvl, 
pp.  431-436.— Ed. 

■'«For  an*  account  of  picture  writing,  see  Garrick  Mallery's  'Ticture 
Writing  of  the  North  American  Indians,"  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Ethnology 
neport,  18iJ9-90.— Ed. 
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the  necessary  precautions,  by  means  of  the  Nations  that  are 
faithful  to  us,  to  bring  the  remnant  of  the  Benards  to  Mon- 
treal, or  to  destroy  them  if  they  refuse  to  submit  to  it  The 
decision  taken  by  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  in  this  Begard  is 
not  based  upon  any  anxiety  that  the  few  remaining  Benards 
may  cause ;  but  as  they  are  all  assembled  at  la  Baye  and  so  sli^t 
ft  matter  occupies  the  attention  of  all  the  nations  which  are 
desirous  of  Exterminating  the  race,  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois 
has  thought  that  it  could  easily  be  eflFected  through  the  Sieur 
de  Villiers;  all  the  more  so  that  the  Nations  up  there  can  be 
more  usefully  employed  in  attacking  the  Chicachas,  without 
Allowing  them  to  prolong  a  war  against  the  Benards,  of  which 
there  will  probably  no  longer  be  any  question,  and  which  might 
have  lasted  a  long  time  had  the  task  of  putting  an  end  to  it  Been 
left  to  the  savages.  The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  ventures  to  hope 
that  His  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  approve  of  his  conduct  and 
that  He  will  be  no  less  satisfied  with  what  he  will  do  Begarding 
the  Chicachas. 

He  has  the  honor  to  call  your  attention,  Monseigneur,  to  what 
is  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  King's  memorial  Bespecting  the 
Chawanons.  lie  Was  greatly  flattered  on  learning  that  His 
Majesty  Was  satisfied  with  the  accord  that  reigned  between  this 
Nation,  the  hurons,  theMiainis,  and  the  Quiatanons.  He  has  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you,  Monseigneur,  the  reasons  that 
compelled  him  to  send  the  Siour  Desnoyelles  to  the  Miarois — 
a  party  of  whom  had  Established  themselves  at  the  Riviere 
blanche  and  two  others:  one  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Iviepigon 
Biver  and  the  other  between  the  Biver  St  Joseph  and  the 
2£iamis — to  bring  them  back  to  their  Village,*  and  to  Induce 
the  Chawanons  to  kindle  their  fire  there  in  accordance  with  the 

iThis  village  of  the  Miami  was  situated  upon  the  Maumee  River, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Kekionga.  "Rividre  blanche"  was  a  title 
bestowed  by  the  French  upon  several  clear  rivers.  This  was  either 
the  Sandusky,  or  the  Little  Miami,  both  of  which  are  called  by  this 
name  on  early  maps:  more  probably,  it  was  the  former.  The  Kiepigon 
was  probably  the  present  White  River,  of  Indiana;  on  the  earliest 
edition  of  Franquelin's  map,  this  is  named  "Orapigianing; "  later  It 
was  known  as  River  St.  Anne. —  Eu. 
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applause.  Nothing  else  was  thought  of  except  the  presents  that 
were  to  be  sent  in  exchange  for  those  that  had  been  sent  them, 
and  of  deputing  the  persons  who  were  to  bear  them.  All  this 
was  done,  but  what  has  been  the  result?  Have  the  Abenakis 
rejected  the  word  of  the  Benards  ?  Have  the  Benards  accepted 
that  of  the  Abenakis  ?  Why  lose  time  in  seeking  to  investigate 
this  latter  point  ?  The  continual  hostilities  that  have  been  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  between  the  French  and  the  Benards 
show  dearly  enough  that  the  latter  were  not  toudied  by  the 
word  of  the  Abenakis,  even  supposing  that  it  had  been  carried 
to  thcin.  But  did  the  Abenakis,  after  having  at  first  received  the 
word  of  the  Benards,  reject  it  afterwards  ?  The  following  facts 
will  enable  a  safe  judgment  to  be  formed  thereon. 

About  two  years  after  these  messages  two  thirds  of  the 
Abenakis  nation  were  on  the  verge  of  departure  to  take  refuge 
in  the  country  of  the  Benards,  and  this  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  time  when  war  was  about  to  break  out  between  the  Abenakis 
and  the  English.  When  the  Missionary  learned  the  plot  that 
was  secretly  formed,  he  promptly  warned  the  late  Monsieur  de 
Vaudreuil,  then  Governor  general  of  this  country,  who  for- 
tunately warded  off  the  blow.  Not  jive  years  have  elapsed  sinoe 
the  Abenakis  made  a  second  attempt  to  carry  out  their  original 
desiCT.  Tlio  Chief  of  the  St  Francois  Mission,  who  was  hostile 
to  the  French,  had  taken  his  measures  so  well  that  his  plans 
would  inevitably  have  succeeded  had  not  Gk>d  removed  him  from 
this  world  by  a  death  as  sudden  as  it  was  tragic  I  know  not 
who  gave  notice  to  the  Court  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Abenakis 
with  the  Benards ;  I  know  not  in  what  light  that  alliance  was 
represented  nor  the  proofs  that  were  adduced.  All  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  is,  that  the  Court — which  does  not  act 
without  being  fully  informed — paying  no  heed  to  the  former 
devotion  of  tiie  Abenakis  to  the  French  people,  nor  relying  in 
any  way  upon  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  that  barbarous 
Nation  to  the  extent  almost  of  prodigality,  has  forbidden  their 
being  employed  on  the  expeditions  that  are  being  sent  against 
the  Benards. 

A  year  after  the  message  of  the  Benards  was  brought  to  the 
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The  Sieur  de  Beaubamois  has  received  the  12  medals  that 
His  Majesty  has  had  the  Kindness  to  send  him  for  the  purpose 
of  decorating  the  savage  Chiefs  who  may  have  deserved  thenu 
He  will  be  very  careful  to  distribute  them  only  in  this  case. 
The  Result  of  the  war  with  the  Eenards  and  of  that  with  the 
CShicachas  has  entitled  to  that  mark  of  distinction  many  who 
have  not  yet  received  it  and  to  whom  it  is  necessary  to  grant  it 
The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  devote  to  this  object  those  he  has 
received,  tliep'cater  j)or:ion  \vlieroof  lie  has  already  promised. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauhabnois 

hocquart 

Quebec,  October  14th,  1733. 


1733:     LA  RONDE  AND  ST.  PIERRE  AT  CHEQUAMEGON 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  15.  1733.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  59.  c.  11,  fol.  219.] 

MON  SEIOIfEUB 

We  have  communicated  to  Monsieur  Delaronde  the  favor  con- 
ferred on  him  by  His  Majesty  in  granting  him  the  privilege  of 
working  the  copper  mines  with  the  post  of  Chagouamigon.  We 
have  explained  to  Him  his  Majesty's  intentions  on  the  subject, 
and  we  will  see  that  he  complies  with  them.  He  has,  as  asso- 
ciate in  that  undertaking,  The  Sieur  Le  Gardeur  De  St  Pierre, 
Ensign,  who  possesses  much  Wisdom  and  intelligence  and  knows 
tihie  language  of  all  the  savages  of  the  upper  Country.  We  will 
report  next  year  on  the  progress  of  that  establishment. 


Quebec,  October  15th,  1733. 
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applause.  Nothing  else  was  thought  of  except  the  presents  that 
were  to  be  sent  in  exchange  for  those  that  had  been  sent  them, 
and  of  deputing  the  persons  who  were  to  bear  them.  All  this 
was  done^  but  what  has  been  the  result?  Have  the  Abenakis 
rejected  the  word  of  the  Benards  ?  Have  the  Benards  accepted 
that  of  the  Abenakis  ?  Why  lose  time  in  seeking  to  investigate 
this  latter  point  ?  The  continual  hostilities  that  have  been  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  between  the  French  and  the  Benards 
show  clearly  enough  that  the  latter  were  not  toudied  by  the 
word  of  the  Abenakis,  even  supposing  that  it  had  been  carried 
to  them.  But  did  the  Abenakis,  after  having  at  first  received  the 
word  of  the  Benards,  reject  it  afterwards  ?  The  following  facts 
will  enable  a  safe  judgment  to  be  formed  thereon. 

About  two  years  after  these  messages  two  thirds  of  the 
Abenakis  nation  were  on  the  verge  of  departure  to  take  refuge 
in  the  country  of  the  Benards,  and  this  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  time  when  war  was  about  to  break  out  between  the  Abenakis 
and  the  English.  When  the  Missionary  learned  the  plot  that 
was  secretly  formed,  he  promptly  warned  the  late  Monsieur  de 
Vaudreuil,  then  Governor  general  of  this  country,  who  for- 
tunately warded  off  the  blow.  Not  jive  years  have  elapsed  sinoe 
the  Abenakis  made  a  second  attempt  to  carry  out  their  original 
dcsism.  The  Chief  of  the  St  Fraiieois  i^rission,  who  was  hostile 
to  the  French,  had  taken  his  measures  so  well  that  his  plans 
would  inevitably  have  succeeded  had  not  God  removed  him  from 
this  world  by  a  death  as  sudden  as  it  was  tragic  I  know  not 
who  gave  notice  to  the  Court  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Abenakis 
with  the  Benards ;  I  know  not  in  what  light  that  alliance  was 
represented  nor  the  proofs  that  were  adduced.  All  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  is,  that  the  Court — which  does  not  act 
without  being  fully  informed — paying  no  heed  to  the  former 
devotion  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  people,  nor  relying  in 
any  way  upon  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  that  barbarous 
Nation  to  the  extent  almost  of  prodigality,  has  forbidden  their 
being  employed  on  the  expeditions  that  are  being  sent  against 
the  Benards. 

A  year  after  the  message  of  the  Benards  was  brought  to  the 
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Intentions.  The  chiefs  came  to  Him  and  he  explained  to  Them 
that  their  father  had  granted  the  remnant  of  the  Eenards  who 
were  with  Them,  their  lives;  But  on  the  condition  that  they 
diould  submit  to  his  orders  and  go  to  Montreal.  After  a  Coun- 
oil  which  lasted  some  time,  as  the  Sakis  Chiefs  gave  no  positive 
answer,  Monsieur  De  Villiers  sent  4  of  them  back  to  Tlieir  fort* 
to  tell  their  tribe  that  if  within  a  certain  time  they  did  not 
send  The  Eenards  to  him,  he  would  go  and  get  Them  Himeelf. 
When  the  specified  time  had  elapsed  without  the  Renards 
appearing,  and  when  IMonsienr  de  Villiers,  whom  the  sieur  De 
Bepentigny  had  joined,  saw  that  The  Sakis  were  not  coming 
back,  he  resolved  to  go  to  their  Fort  in  person  accompanied  by 
two  of  his  Children,  by  the  Sieur  Douville,  the  younger,  his 
Bon-in-law,  and  by  7  or  8  French  to  ask  Them  to  Deliver  up 
The  Eenards  to  Him.  *  He  had  just  given  orders  to  the  Sieur 
De  Eepentigny  to  guard  The  approaches  to  the  Sakis'  fort  with 
The  remainder  of  the  French  lest  the  Eenards  should  escape. 
When  Monsieur  De  Villiers  arrived  at  the  Door  of  the  fort  he 
asked  the  Sakis  for  the  Eenards.  He  found  there  some  armed 
Sakis  who  told  him  to  withdraw,  And  when  he  tried  to  enter  a 
Savage  approached  Him  with  uplifted  Tomahawk  and  at  The 
same  moment  three  gim-shots  were  fired,  one  of  which  killed  one 
of  the  Sieur  De  Villiers'  scms  at  his  side.  The  Father  and  the 
French  discharged  their  pieces  and  this  was  followed  by  other 
vollevs  from  the  Sakis  bv  which  ^Monsieur  de  Villiers  was  killed, 
and  three  French  were  wounded. 

Monsieur  De  Eepentigny  who  guarded  The  aproaches  on  the 
side  of  the  woods,  ran  up  and  was  killed  a  nioinent  afterward  in 
a  sortie  that  the  Sakis  made  against  Him.  The  Sieur  Duples- 
sis,  a  Cadet  in  the  Troops,  and  six  other  French  met  the  same 
fate.  200  of  our  Savages  who  had  reuiaiued  in  the  French  fort 
went  to  the  Assistance  of  the  others  and  when  the  Sakis  saw 


3  This  appears  to  have  been  situated  on  the  lake  shore,  opposite  the 
French  fort,  on  the  east  side  of  Fox  River,  near  the  present  city  of 
Green  Bay. — En. 
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tbem  coming-  they  withdrew  into  Their  fort,  3  of  tKem  we» 
iUled.> 

Three  days  after  this  action  The  Sakis  evacuated  Their  fort 
during  The  night  and  The  Ensign,  Sieur  Dq  VillierB,  who  had 
returned  from  le  jietif  Cacalin,  assembled  all  the  French  and 
Savages — Outawaca,  folles  avoines  and  Sauteuz — and  poreaed 
The  Sakis  and  overtook  them  about  4  o'clock  in  the  evening 
8  Leagues  from  the  poet.'  He  attacked  them  and  fou^t  Than 
until  night  20  Sakis  and  6  IRenards  were  killed  in  this  last 
&gb.t;  9  were  mortally  wounded  besides  others  who  wero 
wounded  and  whose  number  is  not  known.  On  the  side  of  the 
sieur  De  Villiers,  his  brother,  a  Cadet  with  aigiiillettes,  received 
a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  arm ;  The  Sieurs  Daillebout,  the  dea 
Musseaux  brothers,*  and  8  other  French  were  also  wounded 
while  two  others  were  killed. 

The  Outawaca  lost  9  men,  the  grand  Chief  of  The  natiwi 
being  among  the  number ;  The  follee  avoines  6 ;  The  sauteuz  3 
and  4  wounded  in  alL 

Monsieur  De  Beauhamois  will  at  once  give  the  neoeesaiy 
orders  to  atta<^  The  Sakis  and  The  remainder  of  the  Benarda 
to  avenge  The  blood  of  the  French  that  has  been  shed,  and  he 
will  concert  with  Monsieur  hocquart  regarding  The  expense 
that  will  have  to  be  incurred.  He  has  The  honor  to  submit 
to  you  by  a  private  Letter  the  Namra  of  the  officers  who  are  to 


iFor  the  tradition  prnterved  among  the  Indians  and  French  of  this 
event,  see  "GrlKnon'B  Recoil  eel  Ions."  Wis.  HUt.  Colli.,  lit,  pp.  204-206. 
The  name  there  given  as  "De  VelU,"  is  doubtless  De  Villlere.  Anotbei 
form  of  the  tradition,  Is  given  In  Wis.  HUt.  Collt..  Till,  pp.  207,  208. 
Dr.  Draper  daled  this  1730,  because  of  his  knowledge  ol  De  Vllllers's 
^  attacli  or  ftat  vfar.  and  not  o(  this  embroilment  Jn  1733.  The  Sleur 
jpleasia  was  a  son  of  the  former  commandant  at  La  Baye,  and  aon- 
lot  De  Vllllera.— Ed. 

I  Is  about  the  distance  of  Little  Butte  des  Morta.  near  the  pres- 
f  of  Appleton,  and  thus  would  coincide  with  tradition.— Ed. 

i  Dailiebout,  and  the  brothers  De«  Musseaui  were  all 
Ls  ot  Charles  D'Alltebout,  a  prominent  judge  at 
I  I7lh  century,  and  Catherine  le  Oardeur.    Thus 
fctlves  o(  De  Repentlgny. — Eo. 
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replace  those  who  have  been  killed.  We  unite  with  him  in 
asking  yon  for  their  promotion  which  they  deserve,  and  a  pen- 
sion for  Madame  De  Villiers,  to  provide  for  her  subsistence  and 
that  of  her  numerous  family,  Since  she  is  a  widow  with  10 
<3liildren.  The  Sieur  De  Villiers  who  was  Wounded  and  Hie 
Sieur  Douville,  the  younger,  arrived  this  evening  form  Montreal. 
Fortunately  The  Vessel  Le  Saint  Joseph  of  L'Isle  Eoyale  whidi 
sailed  tliis  morning,  had  been  compelled  to  put  back  in  oonse- 
quenoe  of  a  leak.  It  will  sail  tomorrow  at  daybreak  And  we 
have  barely  time  to  write  yon  this  Letter. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  And  very  obedient  servants. 


Quebec,  November  11th,  1733. 


Beauhabnois 
hocquabt 


1734:     THE    CALUMET    DANCE;     FOXES     INTRIGUE    WITH 

ABENAKI 

[Memoir  by  the  Jesuit  missionary,  Le  Sueur,  from  MS.  preserved 
In  the  archives  of  the  Mission  of  St.  Francois  du  Lac,i  translated  from 
an  apograph  in  the  archives  of  St.  Mary's  College,  Montreal.  Pub- 
lished also  in  Lea  Soirees  Canadienes  (Quebec,  1864),  iv,  pp.  111-135.1 

History  of  the  Calumet  amd  of  the  Dance 

While  all  the  nations  of  this  continent  dwelt  in  profound 
peace  and  while  the  English,  ever  watchful  of  their  Interests, 
Imperceptibly  took  possession  of  the  abenakis'  lands  and  suc- 
ceeded much  better  by  negotiations  and  through  the  medium  of 

a  very  advantiigeous  trade  than  they  could  have  done  by  open 

^— B«^— ^— ^^— ^— • 

1  Father  Jacques  Eustache  (or  Francois)  Le  Sueur  came  to  Canada 
in  1716,  and  having  studied  the  Abenaki  language,  was  assigned  to  the 
mission  of  those  Indians,  called  St.  FranQois  de  Sales,  near  Three 
Rivers,  Quebec.  He  served  there  nearly  all  of  his  life,  having  lived  in 
Quebec  and  Montreal  at  short  periods,  dying  at  the  latter  place  in 
1760.  He  left  a  dictionary  of  the  Abenaki  language,  and  a  MS.  volume 
on  the  savages,  which  contains  this  account  of  the  calumet  dance. — Ed. 
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whom  war  is  to  be  waged,  and  by  this  means  to  kill  their 
enemies  without  fail. 

6th.  To  conciliate  foreign  and  hostile  Nations  and  make  a 
lasting  peace  with  them. 

6th.  To  obtain  fine  weather  or  rain,  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  soil. 

7th.  To  have  favorable  winds  while  navigating. 

8th.  Finally,  that  it  is  a  specific  for  warding  off  evil  and  for 
obtaining  benefits  of  all  kinds. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  statement  a  missionary  asks 
whether  he  can  pennit  his  new  Christians  to  perform  the  Calu- 
met Dance,  as  an.  indifferent  matter.  And  this  is  how  he  puts 
his  question.  Can  we  permit  our  new  Christians  to  take  part 
in  that  which,  from  the  words  of  the  song  and  the  features  of 
the  dance,  is  a  Religious  ceremony  amongst  the  idolatrous  na- 
tions whence  this  song  and  this  dance  have  been  brought  ?  The 
Reasons  for  doubting  this  are  derived  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itself,  from  the  character  of  the  new  Christians,  from 
the  circumstances,  and  finally  from  the  following  considera- 
tions: 

1st.  That  this  Dance  amongst  idolatrous  nations  is  used  for 
all  the  purposes  above  set  forth  is  a  fact  proved  by  the  testi- 
mony (^f  all  the  French  who  have  travelled  in  the  upper  coimtry ; 
all  our  savages  admit  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  single  mis- 
sionary doubts  it.  But  that  the  words  of  the  song  are  an  invoca- 
tion of  the  Spirit  is  not  easy  to  prove  by  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses, because  one  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  those  Nations  to  be  able  to  judge  of  it;  and  this  is 
what  Father  Chardon  forme rlv  asserted. 

Thi<^  Hunianer,  1734,  the  Abonakis  asked  Monsieur  the  Mar- 
quis do  Beauharnois  that  they  be  allowed  to  perform  that 
Dance;  they  made  use  of  all  their  eloquence  to  convince  him. 
that  it  was  a  mere  trifle ;  but,  nevertheless,  they  admitted  to  him 
thai  they  looked  \\])*m  this  Danee  a?  a  flac:,  a  standard,  a  symbol. 
They  thought  they  could  deceive  Monsieur  the  Govemor^a 
wisdom  by  making  use  of  a  word  that  might  escape  his  pene- 
tration ;  but  the  Answer  they  received  from  him  convinced  them 
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ind  as  I  cannot  suffer  my  fellow-man  (whose  Flesh  is  dark  like 
my  own)  to  perish  miserably  for  want  of  succor,  I  offer  thee 
my  Land;  thou  wilt  find  it  vast  enough  to  settle  in;  fertile 
enough  to  abomdantly  supply  all  thy  needs  and,  finally,  suffi- 
ciently remote  to  enable  thee  to  live  in  safety  and  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  thine  enemies." 

The  Abenakis  gave  information  of  this  message  to  their  mis- 
fionary,*  and  explained  it  to  him  quite  naturally.  The  only 
Oiing  respecting  which  they  were  lacking  in  sincerity  was  in 
gi'ving  him  to  understand  that  the  Dragon  represented  the 
English  alone.  The  missionary,  continuing  to  rely  on  the  long 
staziding  attachment  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  nation,  con- 
ridered  that  he  had  ample  reason  for  congratulation  on  seeing 
that:  the  former  seemed  to  enter  with  pleasure  into  the  project  of 
Iho  Answer  which  he  suggested  that  they  should  send  to  the 
Eexiards.  This  was  to  put  the  Renard  and  the  Abenakis  Vil- 
l*&e9  on  two  sides  of  a  Picture ;  at  the  top  of  the  Picture  would 
^  3.  Crucifix  from  which  would  issue  brilliant  rays  shedding  an 
•ixnirable  light  over  the  AbenaKis'  villages ;  and  to  represent  the 
Plages  of  the  Renards  covered  by  a  black  cloud  casting  dense 
^rtcness  over  all  their  lands.  The  explanation  of  the  Picture 
^^>tild  be: — "My  Brother,  I  am  very  grateful  to  thee  for  the 
•c^timents  of  compassion  which  touch  thee  at  the  sight  of  my 
^^'^tdiedness.  It  is  true  that  I  feel  it  as  thou  representest  it. 
^  tnust,  however,  confess  that  if  I  am  not  altogether  insensible 
to  my  poverty  I,  at  least,  endure  it  pationtly  and  even  with 
joy,  I  have  the  happiness  of  living  here  with  the  Frenchman 
^lio  has  taught  me  to  know  the  Author  of  my  Being,  and  what 
I  should  fear  and  hope  for  after  this  short,  and  miserable  life. 
I  prefer  the  advantages  of  an  immortal  life  to  all  the  Riches 
Hnd  pleasures  thou  offerest  me.  I  cannot  better  express  my 
l  gratitude  to  thee  than  by  begging  thee  to  open  thine  eyes  to  the 
/  li/At  that  the  Frenchman  has  brought  into  this  country,"  etc. 
i         This    proposal    was    therefore    received    apparently    with 


{ 


iThia  was  Father  Joseph  Aubrey,  for  biographical  sketch  of  whom 
iee  WiB,  Hist.  Colts,,  xvi.  p.  337.— -Ed. 
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whom  war  is  to  be  waged,  and  by  this  means  to  kill  their 
enemies  without  fail. 

5th.  To  conciliate  foreign  and  hostile  Nations  and  make  a 
lasting  peace  with  them. 

6th.  To  obtain  fine  weather  or  rain,  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  soil. 

7th.  To  have  favorable  windfe  while  navigating. 

8th.  Finally,  that  it  is  a  specific  for  warding  off  evil  and  for 
obtaining  benefits  of  all  kinds. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  statement  a  missionary  asks 
whether  he  can  permit  his  new  Christians  to  perform  the  Calu- 
met Dance,  as  an.  indifferent  matter.  And  this  is  how  he  puts 
his  question.  Can  we  permit  our  new  Christians  to  take  part 
in  that  which,  from  the  words  of  the  song  and  the  features  of 
the  dance,  is  a  Eeligious  ceremony  amongst  the  idolatrous  na- 
tions whence  this  song  and  this  dance  have  been  brought  ?  The 
Reasons  for  doubting  this  are  derived  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itself,  from  the  character  of  the  new  Christians,  from 
the  circumstances,  and  finally  from  the  following  considera- 
tions: 

1st.  That  this  Dance  amongst  idolatrous  nations  is  used  for 
all  the  purposes  above  set  forth  is  a  fact  proved  by  the  testi- 
mony (>f  nil  the  French  \vlio  hav(^  travelled  in  the  u]>per  country; 
all  our  savages  admit  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  single  mis- 
sionary doubts  it.  But  that  the  words  of  the  song  are  an  invoca- 
tion of  the  Spirit  is  not  easy  to  prove  by  a  large  number  of  wit- 
nesses, because  one  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  those  Xations  to  be  able  to  judge  of  it;  and  this  is 
what  Father  Chardon  formerly  asserted. 

This  suniiinoT,  1784,  the  Alx?nakis  asked  Monsieur  the  Mar- 
quis de  Beauharnois  that  they  be  allowed  to  perform  that 
Dance;  they  made  use  of  all  their  eloquence  to  convince  him 
that  it  was  a  mere  trifle ;  but,  nevertheless,  they  admitted  to  him 
that  tliev  looked  \\]Mm  this  Dance  as  a  flacr,  a  standard,  a  s^^nbol. 
They  thought  they  could  deceive  Monsieur  the  Gkyvernor's 
wisdom  by  making  use  of  a  word  that  might  escape  his  pene- 
tration; but  the  Answer  they  received  from  him  convinced  them 
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ftat  they  oonld  not  easily  mislead  him.  Therefore  let  atten- 
tkm  be  paid  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  flag,  standard,  symbol. 
SVeibody  knows  the  Savages  well  enough  to  be  aware  that  thoy 
aie  fond  of  expressing  themselves  in  figurative  language  and 
that  they  perfectly  understand  all  the  meanings  of  the  words 
'niiidi  convey  some  image  to  their  minds.  The  Abenakis  have 
leoeived  the  Oalumet  Dance  from  the  Renards;  this  Calumet 
Dianoe  brings  about  union  and  peace  between  nations;  the 
Abenakis  wish  to  retain  this  flag  of  the  Renards ;  therof ore  they 
wish  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the  Renards.  If  that  inforonoe 
be  correct,  will  this  one  be  less  so?  The  Oalumet  Dance  is  a 
Bdigious  Ceremony  amongst  the  Renards ;  the  Abenakis  wish 
to  retain  this  Dance  as  a  flag,  a  standard,  a  symbol.  The 
Abenakis  therefore  desire  to  appear,  at  least  outwardly,  to  have 
fhe  Qod  of  the  Renards'  Religion.  Consequently  the  Mis- 
rionary  was  not  surprised  when — on  the  Return  of  the  Aben- 
akis from  Montreal  and  on  his  declaring  to  the  Leader  of  the 
preeent  Conspiracy  that  the  Christian  Religion  and  this  idol- 
ations  Dance  could  not  exist  together  and  that  a  choice  must 
be  made  between  them — he  heard  the  savage  reply  coldly  and 
firmly:  "Since  these  two  things  are  incompatible,  the  Calumet 
Dance  must  therefore  be  retained  in  preference." 

3d.  The  levity  and  inconstancy  of  the  Savages,  their  train- 
ing which  makes  them  averse  to  labor,  to  control,  and  to  re- 
straint; the  love  of  independence  and  freedom;  dissoluteness 
in  the  young  men;  unfaithfulness  in  marriages;  their  intem- 
perance and  excesses  while  intoxicated ;  all  these  defects  are  but 
so  many  vices  of  mankind.  The  Gospel  has  infallible  remedies 
for  repressing  them  as  it  effectively  represses  them  in  all  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  But  here  is  a  sin  of  a  special 
nature  and  which  is  peculiar  to  all  the  Savages;  it  consists  in 
sifting  this  same  Gospel  through  the  Sieve  of  the  Councils, 
Accustomed  as  they  are  to  hold  Councils  to  deliberate  on  matters 
of  the  slightest  importance,  they  do  tbc  same  with  respect  to 
the  word  of  God  that  is  announced  to  them.     If  they  hear  the 
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Missionary  speak  of  a  particular  virtue  and  demonstrate  its 
necessity,  a  Savage  will  shortly  afterward  say  in  his  cabin  or 
at  an  assembly,  that  what  has  been  heard  in  the  church  is,  in 
truth,  very  fine  but  that  assuredly  Qoi  does  not  ask  it  of  Sav- 
ages. If  they  hear  a  strong  denunciation  of  certain  vioeSi 
somebody  will  soon  apply  a  corrective  and  say:  "Oh!  surely 
Qod  will  not  call  us  to  account  for  that  and  will  not  judge  us 
for  it;  surely  God  will  not  damn  a  Savage  for  such  a  thing/* 
The  decision  is  pronounced;  an  Elder  has  spoken;  the  judg- 
ment is  final  and  without  appeal.  In  vain  will  the  Missionary 
lliunder  in  the  church  and  protest  that  he  announces  the  word 
of  God  purely  and  simply ;  the  opposers,  like  unto  the  venerable 
magistrates  of  our  courts  who  are  insensible  to  the  insults  of 
the  persons  against  whose  suits  they  have  decided,  let  the  mis- 
sionary call  out,  and  will  not  abandon  the  opinions  they  have 
advanced. 

This  year*  our  CJhiefs  were  dispersed  in  various  directions: 
two  went  to  carry  messages  to  the  Aniers,*  another  to  the  Misi- 
saMs.  Ihiring  their  absence,  our  young  men  supported  by  their 
partizans  won  over  the  young  Chief  who  remained.  They 
persuaded  him  both  by  their  fine  words  and  by  the  flattering 
hope  that  he  would  be  the  only  Chief  in  this  mission  owing  to 
tie  thorough  devotion  that  the  young  men  would  have  for  hiuL 
The  temptation  was  too  great  for  a  Savage  to  resist 

The  missionary  can  truthfully  assert  that  of  all  those  who 
are  most  outspoken  in  favor  of  this  Dance,  some  are  very  disso- 
lute in  tlieir  morals;  the  others  have  no  relip^on,  and  not  one 
of  them  is  attached  to  the  French.  Even  if  this  Dance  had  no 
other  drawbacks  than  all  the  other  dances,  shoidd  it  be  per- 
mitted under  the  circumstances  ? 

If  there  were  amongst  the  Christians  any  upholders  of  the 
Oalumet  dance,  they  could  merely  allege  the  protestation  of  the 


1  Date  on  margin  of  MS.,  1734. — Ed. 

2 French  appellation  for  the  Mohawk  Indians. — Ed. 
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Savages  that  they  mean  no  evil.  The  following  facts  will 
over-rule  this  plea: 

Ist  fact — He  who  brought  the  Dance  here  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  its  reception  would  be  a  pro- 
tection against  all  the  baleful  consequences  of  war,  while  its 
rejection  would  result  in  sure  destruction  by  the  enemy.  In 
all  the  attempts  that  have  since  been  made  to  establish  the  Dance 
in  this  Mission,  the  following  words  have  been  heard  a  hundred 
times  to  fall  from  the  lips  of  the  supporters  of  the  Dance:  'We 
are  dead ;  we  are  being  killed ;  the  only  means  we  have  for  our 
preservation  are  taken  from  us."  These  words  have  been  heard 
by  the  missionary,  uttered  by  an  Elder  in  the  middle  of  the 
Village  while  the  people  were  coming  out  after  mass. 

2nd  fact — ^An  Abenakis  who  is  distinguished  in  his  ITatioo 
through  his  exploits  and  who  is  the  chief  upholder  of  the 
Dance,  despairing  of  being  able  to  establish  it  at  St.  Frangois 
tlirough  his  own  credit,  withdraws  in  disgust  in  the  direction 
of  la  Baye  in  the  upper  ooomtry.  He  falls  ill  and  finding  him- 
self at  death's  door,  he  sends  for  Father  Chardon;  he  makes 
his  confession ;  he  has  not  been  a  Saint  but  in  his  present  con- 
dition, nothing  troubles  him  more  than  all  he  has  done  to  have 
the  Dance  admitted  in  St  Francois;  he  acknowledges  all  llie 
evil  connected  with  it  and  begs  his  Confessor  to  inform  the 
missionary  of  St  Frangois  of  his  regret  for  the  harm  he  has 
done  in  his  Mission  and  that  he  makes  reparation  for  it  as 
best  he  can  at  death. 

3rd  fact — Young  men  in  this  Mission  who  were  preparing 
for  the  Dance  have  been  heard  to  say  to  those  who  warned  them 
not  to  do  so :  ^ Why  do  you  wish  to  prevent  us  from  doing  what 
we  do  ?  It  is  as  if  we  took  part  in  the  procession  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament." 

4lh  fact — Tlie  Calumet  feathers  were  brought  here  again 
two  years  ago.  They  were  distributed  secretly  amongst  all  the 
cabins  of  this  Mission  to  receive  them.  In  every  cabin  the 
choice  fell  upon  the  persons  who  could  be  relied  on.  One  was 
addressed  to  a  newly  converted  woman  from  Grange.  In  vain 
was  it  represented  to  her  that  these  feathers  had  been  received 
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Missionary  speak  of  a  partictdar  virtue  and  demonfltrate  its 
necessity,  a  Savage  will  shortly  afterward  say  in  his  cabin  or 
at  an  assembly,  that  what  has  been  heard  in  the  church  is,  in 
truth,  very  fine  but  that  assuredly  God  does  not  ask  it  of  Sav- 
ages. If  they  hear  a  strong  denunciation  of  certain  vioeSi 
somebody  will  soon  apply  a  corrective  and  say:  "Oh!  surely 
God  will  not  call  us  to  account  for  that  and  will  not  judge  us 
for  it;  surely  God  will  not  damn  a  Savage  for  such  a  thing/' 
The  decision  is  pronounced;  an  Elder  has  spoken;  the  judg- 
ment is  final  and  without  appeal.  In  vain  will  the  Missionary 
lliunder  in  the  church  and  protest  that  he  announces  the  word 
of  God  purely  and  simply ;  the  opposers,  like  imto  the  venerable 
magistrates  of  our  courts  who  are  insensible  to  the  insults  of 
the  persons  against  whose  suits  they  have  decided,  let  the  mis- 
sionary call  out,  and  will  not  abandon  the  opinions  they  have 
advanced. 

This  year*  our  Chiefs  were  dispersed  in  various  directions: 
two  went  to  carry  messages  to  the  Aniers,*  another  to  tJie  Misi- 
saMs.  During  their  absence,  our  young  men  supported  by  their 
partizans  won  over  the  young  Chief  who  remained.  They 
persuaded  him  both  by  their  fine  words  and  by  the  flattering 
hope  that  he  would  be  the  only  Chief  in  this  mission  owing  to 
tie  thorough  devotion  that  the  young  men  would  have  for  him. 
The  temptation  was  too  great  for  a  Savage  to  resist 

The  missionary  can  truthfully  assert  that  of  all  those  who 
are  most  outspoken  in  favor  of  this  Dance,  some  are  very  disso- 
lute in  their  morals;  the  others  have  no  religion,  and  not  one 
of  them  is  attached  to  the  French.  Even  if  this  Dance  had  no 
other  drawbacks  than  all  the  other  dances,  should  it  be  per- 
mitted under  the  circumstances  ? 

******** 

If  there  were  amongst  the  Christians  any  upholders  of  the 
Calumet  dance,  they  could  merely  allege  the  protestation  of  the 


1  Date  on  margin  of  MS.,  1734. — Ed. 

2 French  appellation  for  the  Mohawk  Indians. — Ed. 
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Savages  that  they  mean  no  eviL  The  following  facts  will 
over-rule  this  plea: 

Ist  fact — He  who  brought  the  Dance  here  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  its  reception  would  be  a  pro- 
tection against  all  the  baleful  consequences  of  war,  while  its 
rejection  would  result  in  sure  destruction  by  the  enemy.  In 
all  the  attempts  that  have  since  been  made  to  establish  the  Dance 
in  this  Mission,  the  following  words  have  been  heard  a  hundred 
times  to  fall  from  the  lips  of  the  supporters  of  the  Dance:  'We 
are  dead ;  we  are  being  killed ;  the  only  means  we  have  for  our 
preservation  are  taken  from  us."  These  words  have  been  heard 
by  the  missionary,  uttered  by  an  Elder  in  the  middle  of  the 
Village  while  the  people  were  coming  out  after  mass. 

2nd  fact — ^An  Abenakis  who  is  distinguished  in  his  ITatioD 
through  his  exploits  and  who  is  the  chief  upholder  of  the 
Dance,  despairing  of  being  able  to  establish  it  at  St.  Frangois 
through  his  own  credit,  withdraws  in  disgust  in  the  direction 
of  la  Baye  in  the  upper  country.  He  falls  ill  and  finding  him- 
self at  death's  door,  he  sends  for  Father  Chardon;  he  makes 
his  confession ;  he  has  not  been  a  Saint  but  in  his  present  con- 
dition, nothing  troubles  him  more  than  all  he  has  done  to  have 
the  Dance  admitted  in  St  Francois;  he  acknowledges  all  lie 
evil  connected  with  it  and  begs  his  Confessor  to  inform  the 
missionary  of  St  Frangois  of  his  regret  for  the  harm  ho  has 
done  in  his  Mission  and  that  he  makes  reparation  for  it  as 
best  he  can  at  death. 

3rd  fact — Young  men  in  this  Mission  who  were  preparing 
for  the  Dance  have  been  heard  to  say  to  those  who  warned  them 
not  to  do  so :  'Why  do  you  wish  to  prevent  us  from  doing  what 
we  do  ?  It  is  as  if  we  took  part  in  the  procession  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament.^' 

4th  fact — The  Calumet  feathers  were  brought  here  again 
two  years  ago.  They  were  distributed  secretly  amongst  all  the 
cabins  of  this  Mission  to  receive  them.  In  every  cabin  the 
choice  fell  upon  the  persons  who  could  be  relied  on.  One  was 
addressed  to  a  newly  converted  woman  from  Grange.  In  vain 
was  it  represented  to  her  that  these  feathers  had  been  received 
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in  all  the  cabins;  that  hers  would  inevitably  be  destroyed  if 
she  took  not  that  feather ;  she  persisted  in  saying  that  when  she 
was  baptized  she  renounced  all  the  Savages*  superstitions.  And 
this  good  woman,  who  has  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  de- 
crepitude (she  may  be  about  45  years  old),  when  her  mis- 
sionary gives  her  advice,  is  very  well  able  to  reply  that  her 
cabin  is  the  only  one  in  the  Mission  where  Idolatry  is  not 
practised. 

5th  fact — The  Chief  of  whom  I  have  spoken  and.  who  peav 
ished  so  miserably  3  or  4  years  ago,  before  going  out  hunting 
for  the  last  time,  placed  the  Calumet  feathers  in  his  niece^s 
hands  recommending  her  to  keep  them  very  carefully  in 'her 
box  as  the  sole  safeguard  of  the  Village,  and  the  infallible 
means  of  preserving  it  The  niece  obeyed  her  unde.  Some 
time  afterward  she  fell  ill.  Seeing  that  she  was  about  to  die, 
she  called  in  her  missionary  and  informed  him  of  the  sin  she 
had  committed  by  taking  charge  of  so  abominable  a  thing, 
which  was  looked  upon  as  the  protecting  Deity  of  the  Village. 

The  Calumet  Dance  being  what  we  have  shown  it  to  be ;  the 
Christians  who  have  received  it  being  such  as  we  have  depicted 
them ;  the  circumstances  needing  only  some  other  detailed  facts 
to  show  all  its  grievousness ;  the  consequences  being  inevitable; 
and,  finally,  the  Abenakis  retaining  this  Dance  with  the  same 
views  and  the  same  ideas  with  which  it  was  established  or  at 
least  with  which  it  was  performed  amongst  idolatrous  ITations, 
can  it  be  authorized,  permitted  or  tolerated  ? 


1734:     EXPLANATION  OF  THE  AFFAIR  WITH  THE  SAUK 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  justifying  his  con- 
nection with  the  Green  Bay  fiasco,  dated  Oct.  5,  1734.  MS.  In  archives 
of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n., 
vol.  61,  c.  n,  fol.  287."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — You  do  me  the  honor  of  informing  me  by 
your  letter  of  the  20th  of  April  last  that  his  Majesty  causes  an 
explanation  to  be  given  me,  by  his  despatch  to  Monsieur  Hoo- 
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quart  and  myself  jointly  of  his  intentions  Hoarding  what  con- 
cerns each  nation.  I  have  seen  what  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  point  out  to  me  on  this  Subject,  and  I  venture  to  assure  him 
that  this  matter  has  always  received  my  chief  attention  since 
I  have  Been  in  this  Colony.  You  will  Observe,  Monseigneur, 
by  our  reply  to  the  King's  memorial,  the  measures  that  I  con- 
tinue to  take  to  restore  tranquillity  in  the  upper  Coomtry. 

It  would  have  been  difficult  for  me  to  forestall  the  events  tJiat 
gave  rise  to  the  troubles  there  in  connection  with  the  Sakis  and 
Eenards,  and  after  having  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  by 
our  joint  letter  of  the  11th  of  November  last  of  what  had 
caused  the  unfortunate  affair  of  la  Baye,  I  would  add  that  it 
should  be  attributed  less  to  the  remnant  of  the  Eenard  nation, 
than  to  the  slight  precautions  observed  by  the  Sieur  do  Villiers 
on  that  occasion.  What  I  had  had  the  honor  of  telling  you, 
Monseigneur,  in  the  preceding  years,  respecting  the  condition 
to  which  the  Eenards  were  reduced,  was  authentio ;  and  there  was 
no  reason  to  think  that  so  small  a  number  as  those  that  remained 
and  implored  mercy  on  all  sides,  could  cause  .any  trouble  in 
the  upper  Country,  especially  after  the  assurance  I  had  re- 
ceived, as  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the  Re- 
mainder of  that  Nation,  after  trying  in  vain  to  effect'  an  alli- 
ance with  all  the  other  nations,  who  had  refused  them,  saw  no 
other  way  of  saving  their  lives  than  by  coming  and  throwing 
themselves  on  their  Father's  mercy.  Nevertheless,  although 
this  information  came  to  me  from  all  sides,  and,  moreover, 
appearances  gave  me  no  reason  to  suspect  anything  else,  still, 
the  inconstancy  of  the  savages  and  the  little  reliance  that  can 
be  placed  in  their  promises  led  me  to  think  of  the  measures  that 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  consequences  that  might  result 
from  that  affair,  in  the  event  of  the  Eenards  succeeding  in  cor- 
rupting some  nations,  and  in  finding  a  refuge  among  them. 

To  that  end  I  had  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  by  special 
instructions  to  take  every  proper  precaution,  through  the 
nations  that  are  faithful  to  us,  to  bring  in  the  remainder  of  the 
Benards,  or  to  destroy  them  if  he  oould  not  succeed  in  doing  so. 
I  had  expressly  recommended  to  him  before  attempting  any- 
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thing,  to  make  sure  of  the  Sakis  (as  being  Those  who  seemed  to 
me  the  most  to  be  suspected)  for  the  success  of  the  undertaking, 
And  with  that  object  I  had  given  him  a  large  collar,  accom- 
panied by  presents  and  two  medals  for  the  two  most  noted 
chiefs  of  that  Nation,» — a  Course  that  seemed  all  the  more 
Btiitable  since  those  savages  had  Until  then  manifested  naught 
but  Hostility  toward  the  Henards  and  had  also  refused  their 
alliance.  The  precautions  that  I  took  were  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  resolution  they  had  taken,  and  to  estrange  them 
more  and  more  from  the  Eenards.  If  those  measures,  Mon- 
seigneur,  had  been  Followed  as  I  had  arranged  them,  I  can 
assert  that  Matters  would  not  have  reached  such  an  extremity. 
As  far  as  I  was  concerned,  thev  were  the  Best  measures  that  I 
oould  take,  and  They  seemed  to  me  all  the  more  safe  since  I 
entrusted  their  execution  to  an  officer  who  had  always  displayed 
great  prudence  in  his  actions.  Monsieur  de  ViUiers's  conduct 
on  that  occasion  gave  a  different  aspect  to  the  affair.  That 
officer,  who  was  ordered  to  act  with  the  most  gentle  means,  and  to 
send  word  to  the  friendly  nations  to  deliver  up  the  Eenards  to 
him  or  to  destroy  them  utterly,  b^an  by  talking  of  war  at 
Missilimakinac ;  and  without  heeding  the  oonmiands  that  had 
been  given  him,  he  marched  straight  to  la  Baye  with  thirty 
French  and  a  hundred  folles  avoines  Savages,  whom  he  gathered 
on  the  way ;  and  he  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Repentigny  to  follow 
him  with  thirty  French  whom  he  also  had  with  him  and  a  hun- 
dred Outaiiacs.  On  approaching  the  post  of  la  Baye,  the  Sieur 
de  Villiers  left  the  Sieur  de  Hepentigny  with  his  party  half  a 
league  from  the  fort  of  the  Sakis  with  orders  to  proceed  there 
on  liearin^  the  siiriial  of  tlirce  gnn-shots;  and  after  embarking 
in  his  canoe  to  continue  his  route,  he  despatched  his  eldest  son 
with  ten  Frenchmen  and  fifty  savages  to  the  petit  Oacalin,  a 
place  by  which  the  Eenards  might  escape  from  the  Sakis'  fort, 
and  he  kept  with  Him  only  sixteen  men,  whom  he  divided  into 
two  parties  to  blockade  the  fort.  To  say  nothing  of  the  fact 
that  all  these  nianceuvros  were  contrary  to  the  orders  that  he 
had  received  to  adopt  only  the  gentlest  measures  to  secure  the 
Subjugation  of  the  Eenards,  and  that  for  the  CJarrying  out  of 
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his  design,  he  had  with  Him  but  those  sixteen  men  (for  the 
savages  of  his  party  had  asked  him  to  allow  them  time  to  hold 
a  feast),  he  acted  in  this  affair  with  still  less  prudence  and 
circumspection  since — in  addition  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  question  of  coming  into  conflict  with  the  Sakis  or  with  any 
other  nation  to  secure  the  Renards — the  Very  objection  of  the 
Sakis  at  the  outset  to  deliver  up  the  remainder  of  that  nation, 
and  their  request  to  Him  not  to  use  violence  to  get  them  because 
it  was  not  yet  time,  should  have  induced  him  to  have  had  some 
consideration  for  the  Sakis,  and  to  have  attempted  to  win  them 
by  means  of  the  presents  that  I  had  entrusted  to  him,  especially 
as  his  forces  were  not  yet  assembled.  The  Sieur  de  Villiers, 
not  heeding  all  these  considerations  and  guided  solely  by  rash 
Bravery  and  courage,  brought  on  the  misfortune  that  happened, 
which  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  foresee  owing  to  the  measures 
that  I  had  taken.  He  tried  to  enter  the  Sakis  fort.  He  being 
the  tenth,  to  force  and  tear  down  the  barrier,  in  the  hope  that 
such  boldness  would  overawe  them.  Some  Chiefs  told  him  to 
withdraw ;  that  their  Young  men  had  no  longer  any  sense  and 
that  if  he  persisted  he  would  be  a  dead  man.  !Jfothing  stopped 
that  Officer.  A  gun-shot  Was  fired  by  a  Sakis  or  by  a  Eenard, 
and  killed  the  son  of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  who  was  at  his  side. 
The  Father  fired  his  gun  at  the  first  who  presented  himself,  and 
this  Was  followed  by  a  volley  from  the  warriors  of  the  Village 
and  he  was  killed.  I  would  have  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur, 
of  giving  you  these  particulars  last  year  in  our  joint  letter  on 
the  subject  of  this  affair,  had  I  been  informed  of  them.  But 
the  news  only  reached  me  last  Summer,  and  I  was  all  the  more 
surprised  at  it,  since  the  orders  I  had  given  to  the  Sieur  de 
Villiers  were  very  different  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
acted.  In  any  case  he  had  engaged  in  this  affair  which  would, 
in  tmth,  have  done  honor  to  the  French,  had  he  (although  With- 
out orders)  employed  his  forces  judiciously. 

You  will  observe,  Monseigneur,  in  the  reply  to  the  King^s 
memorial  the  measures  that  I  have  taken  to  prevent  the  C5onso* 
quences  of  this  affair  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  same^  if  possible 
by  conciliatory  means  as  far  as  the  Sakis  are  concerned.     I 
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applause.     Nothing  else  was  thought  of  except  the  presents  that 
were  to  be  sent  in  exchange  for  those  that  had  been  sent  lliein, 
and  of  deputing  the  persons  who  were  to  bear  them.     All  this 
was  done,  but  what  has  been  the  result!     Have  the  Abenakit 
rejected  the  word  of  the  Benards  ?     Have  the  Benards  accepted 
that  of  tlie  Abonakis  ?     Why  lose  time  in  seeking  to  investigaiB 
this  latter  point  ?     The  continual  hostilities  that  have  been  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  between  the  French  and  the  Benards 
show  clearly  enough  that  the  latter  were  not  touched  by  tiie 
word  of  the  Abenakis,  even  supposing  that  it  had  been  carried 
to  tliom.   But  did  the  Alx^nakis,  after  having  at  first  received  the 
word  of  the  Benards,  reject  it  afterwards  ?     The  following  fadi 
will  enable  a  safe  judgment  to  be  formed  thereon. 

About  two  years  after  these  messages  two  thirds  of  the 
Abenakis  nation  were  on  the  verge  of  departure  to  take  refop 
in  the  country  of  the  Benards,  and  this  was  at  the  beginning  rf 
the  time  when  war  was  about  to  break  out  between  the  Abenddi 
and  the  English.  When  the  Missionary  learned  the  plot  tint 
was  secretly  formed,  he  promptly  warned  the  late  Monsieur  da 
Vaudreuil,  then  Governor  preneral  of  this  country,  who  for 
tunatcly  warded  off  the  blow.  "Not  five  years  have  elapsed  sin© 
the  Abenakis  made  a  second  attempt  to  carry  out  their  originil 
desipi.  Tlie  Chief  of  the  St  Francois  ilission,  who  was  hoctib 
to  the  French,  had  taken  his  measures  so  well  that  his  plini 
would  inevitably  have  succeeded  had  not  God  removed  him  froB 
this  world  by  a  death  as  sudden  as  it  was  tragic  I  know  nflt 
who  pave  notice  to  the  Court  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Abenaki 
with  the  Benards ;  I  know  not  in  what  light  that  alliance  yrn 
represented  nor  the  proofs  that  were  adduced.  All  that  hn 
come  to  my  knowledge  is,  that  the  Court — which  does  not  iA 
without  being  fully  informed — paying  no  heed  to  the  fonn* 
devotion  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  people,  nor  relying  i* 
any  way  upon  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  upon  that  barbaro* 
Nation  to  the  extent  almost  of  prodigality,  has  forbidden  their 
being  employed  on  the  expeditions  that  are  being  sent  again* 
the  Benards. 

A  year  after  the  message  of  tlie  Benards  was  brought  to  iha 
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Abenakis,  the  Calumet  Dance  made  its  appearance.     The  Calu- 
met was  kept  hidden  for  a  whole  year  and  not  a  word  was  said 
ol  the  Dance.     He  who  had  charge  of  it  had  reason  to  fear  that 
leather  the  one  nor  the  other  would  be  well  received.     He  was 
twipe  that  eighteen  years  previously  they  had  been  brought  in 
imavailingly  under  Father  Vincent  Bigot^  who  energetically 
ind  saooessf  uUy  opposed  the  reception  of  that  Calumet  and  of 
ftat  Danoe,  because  he  knew  everything  connected  with  them. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  to  choose  a  favorable  time,  and  this 
WM  when  he  foimd  that  the  late  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  had 
been  informed  of  all  his  doings  and  had  administered  a  severe 
leprimand  to  him.     Then  he  raised  the  mask  and  in  order  to 
levoige  himself  and  to  manifest  his  resentment,  he  at  last 
koog^t  forth  the  Calumet  and  the  Dance.     When  the  mission- 
•ly  of  St  Fran(jois,  who  had  lx?cn  a  witnes??  of  what  liad  occurred 
Ja  Father  Bigot's  time,  saw  this  Dance  suddenly  make  its 
^ipeaianoe,  he  was  surprised  at  its  novelty,  and  heard  some 
•ivages  say  that  Christians  cciild  not  amuse  themselves  ^vith 
•fci  diversions.     He,  therefore,   carefully  inquired   into  the 
Gutter  and  this  is  what  he  learned : — 
[      1st  That  this  Dance  was  really  a  religious  ceremony  not  only 
ttdoogst  the  Henards  but  also  amongst  all  the  nations  of  the 
"^t^per  (xmntry;  that  it  was  called  the  Spirit  Dance;  that  they 
;^d  not  say:     "dance  with  the  Calumet^''  but  "danoe  in  honor 
M  Ae  Galumleit;"  in  other  words  that  it  was  the  God  of  those 
^Vitions. 

Slid.  That  the  words  used  in  the  song  of  that  Dance  are  an 

Hon  of  the  Spirit 

;f    8d.  That  when  the  Calumet  is  smoked  in  the  Councils,  a  man 

wife  is  pregnant  must  abstain  from  smoking  it,  because 

wife  would  not  be  safely  delivered  of  her  child  and  the  latter 

inevitably  die. 

'4tli*  That  this  Dance  is  used  to  call  the  souls  of  those  againsfe 

^  ^Ylnoent  Bigot  arrived  in  Canada  in  16S0,  and  in  1694  founded  the 
B^^nakl  mission  at  Pcntegoet.    From  1704-10,  he  was  superior  of  the 
Ifldlmn  missions.    Returning  to  France  in  1713,  he  was  made  pro- 
ler  of  these  missions,  and  died  in  France  in  1720. — Ed. 
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whom  war  is  to  be  waged,  and  by  this  means  to  kill  ibsit 
enemies  without  fail. 

5th.  To  conciliate  foreign  and  hostile  Nations  and  make  i 
lasting  peace  with  them. 

6th.  To  obtain  fine  weather  or  rain,  according  to  the  needs 
of  the  soil. 

7th.  To  have  favorable  winds  while  navigating. 

8th.  Finally,  that  it  is  a  specific  for  warding  off  evil  and  fe 
obtaining  benefits  of  all  kinds. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  statement  a  missionary  aab 
whether  he  can  permit  his  new  Christians  to  perform  the  Cah- 
met  Dance,  as  an.  indifferent  matter.  And  this  is  how  he  pod 
his  question.  Can  wo  permit  our  new  Christians  to  take  put 
in  that  which,  from  the  words  of  the  song  and  the  features  rf 
the  dance,  is  a  Religious  ceremony  amongst  the  idolatrous  ni' 
tions  whence  this  song  and  this  dance  have  been  brought  ?  Tli 
Eeasons  for  doubting  this  are  derived  from  the  nature  of  4tj 
thing  itself,  from  the  character  of  the  new  Christians, 
the  circumstances,  and  finally  from  the  following  considot 
tions: 

1st.  That  this  Dance  amongst  idolatrous  nations  is  used 
all  the  purposes  above  set  forth  is  a  fact  proved  by  the 
iiiouy  cf  nil  tl»e  French  who  liavo  travelleil  in  the  ui>per  countijil 
all  our  savages  admit  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  single  in»| 
sionarr  doubts  it.     But  that  the  words  of  the  song  are  an  in^ 
tion  of  the  Spirit  is  not  easy  to  prove  by  a  large  number  of 
nesses,  because  one  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
language  of  those  Nations  to  be  able  to  judge  of  it;  and  thiii 
what  Fatlior  Chardon  fornierlv  assorted. 

Thi^  FuuianicT,  1784,  the  Alx>nakis  asked  Monsieur  the 
quis   de  Beauharnois  that  they  be  allowed  to   perform 
Dance;  they  made  use  of  all  their  eloquence  to  convince 
that  it  was  a  mere  trifle;  but,  nevertheless,  they  admitted  to 
thai  tliov  Lx^kod  \\]xm  tlii^  Danc^o  a?  a  flajr,  a  standard,  a  syml 
They   thought   they   could   deceive  Monsieur   the   G< 
wisdom  by  making  use  of  a  word  that  might  escape  his 
tration ;  but  the  Answer  they  received  from  him  convinced 
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ftit  they  oonld  not  easily  mislead  him.     Therefore  let  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  the  meaning  a£  the  word  flag,  standard,  symboL 
BreAody  knows  the  Savages  well  enough  to  be  aware  that  they 
•IB  fond  of  expressing  themselves  in  figurative  language  and 
Alt  they  perfectly  understand  all  the  meanings  of  the  words 
ikiA  eonvey  some  image  to  their  minds.     The  Abenakis  have 
weeived  the  C5alumet  Dance  from  the  Eenards ;  this  Calumet 
Bttoe  brings   about  union   and  peace  between  nations;  the 
Alenakis  wish  to  retain  this  flag  of  the  Eenards ;  therefore  they 
rti  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the  Eenards.     If  that  inference 
h  correct,  will  this  one  be  less  so  ?     The  Calumet  Dance  is  a 
Atigions  Ceremony  amongst  the  Eenards;  the  Abenakis  wish 
^  Fetain  this  Dance  as  a  flag,  a  standard,  a  symbol.     The 
wnakis  therefore  desire  to  appear,  at  least  outwardly,  to  have 
■e  God  of  the  Eenards'  Eeligion.     Consequently  the  Mis- 
biuiiy  was  not  surprised  when — on  the  Eetum  of  the  Aben- 
kis  from  Montreal  and  on  his  declaring  to  the  Leader  of  the 
t^MDt  Conspiracy  that  the  Christian  Eeligion  and  this  idol* 
kcfOB  Danoe  could  not  exist  together  and  that  a  choice  must 
>  made  between  them — he  heard  the  savage  reply  coldly  and 
tmlj:     "Since  these  two  things  are  incompatible,  the  Calumet 
must  therefore  be  retained  in  preference." 


Sd.  The  levity  and  inconstancy  of  the  Savages,  their  train- 
ifliidi  makes  them  averse  to  labor,  to  control,  and  to  re- 
Jnt;  the  love  of  independence  and  freedom;  dissoluteness 
■liie  young  men;  unfaithfulness  in  marriages;  their  intern- 
ice  and  excesses  while  intoxicated ;  all  these  defects  are  but 
vices  of  mankind.  The  Gospel  has  infallible  remedies 
lepressing  them  as  it  effectively  represses  them  in  all  the 
nations  of  the  world.  But  here  is  a  sin  of  a  special 
and  which  is  peculiar  to  all  the  Savages;  it  consists  in 
tliis  same  Gospel  through  the  Sieve  of  the  Councils, 
led  as  they  are  to  hold  Councils  to  deliberate  on  matters 
slightest  importance,  they  do  the  same  with  respect  to 
of  God  that  is  announced  to  them.     If  they  hear  the 
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Missionary  speak  of  a  particular  virtue  and  demonstrate  iti 
necessity,  a  Savage  will  shortly  afterward  say  in  his  cabin  or 
at  an  assembly,  lliat  what  has  been  heard  in  the  church  is,  in 
truth,  very  fine  but  that  assuredly  God  does  not  ask  it  of  Set* 
ages.     If  they  hear  a  strong  denunciation  of  certain  vioe^ 
somebody  will  soon  apply  a  corrective  and  say:     "Oh I  voifij 
Qod  will  not  call  us  to  account  for  that  and  will  not  judge  m 
for  it;  surely  God  will  not  damn  a  Savage  for  such  a  thing.'' 
The  decision  is  pronounced ;  an  Elder  has  spoken ;  the  judf 
ment  is  final  and  widiout  appeal.     In  vain  will  the  MissiomiJ 
liiunder  in  the  church  and  protest  that  he  announces  the  nvwd 
of  God  purely  and  simply ;  the  opposers,  like  unto  the  venenHs 
magistrates  of  our  courts  who  are  insensible  to  the  insults  rf 
the  persons  against  whose  suits  they  have  decided,  let  the  id» 
aionary  call  out,  and  will  not  abandon  the  opinions  tiiey  bin 
advanced. 

This  year^  our  Chiefs  were  dispersed  in  various  direcfeiooi! 
two  went  to  carry  messages  to  the  Aniers,*  another  to  the  Wbt 
sakis.  Ihiring  their  absence,  our  young  men  supported  by  tMr 
partizans  won  over  the  yoimg  Chief  who  remained.  Thf 
persTiaded  him  l)otli  by  their  fine  wonls  and  by  the  flatteriaj 
hope  that  he  would  be  the  only  Chief  in  this  mission  owing  li 
the  thorough  devotion  that  the  young  men  would  have  for  hi* 
The  temptation  was  too  great  for  a  Savage  to  resist 

The  missionary  can  truthfully  assert  that  of  all  those  ^j 
are  most  outspoken  in  favor  of  this  Dance,  some  are  very  < 
lute  in  their  morals;  the  others  have,  no  religion,  and  not  oii»j 
of  them  is  attached  to  the  French.     Even  if  this  Dance  had 
other  drawbacks  than  all  the  other  dances,  should  it  be 
mitted  under  the  circumstances  ? 

******  *  * 

If  there  were  amongst  the  Christians  any  upholders  of 
Oalumet  dance,  they  could  merely  allege  the  protestation  of 

1  Date  on  margin  of  MS.,  1734.— Ed. 

2 French  appellation  for  the  Mohawk  Indians. — Ed. 
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that  they  mean  no  eviL     The  following  facts  will 
iw-mle  this  plea: 

Ist  fact — He  who  brought  the  Dance  here  about  fifteen  years 
go^  gave  it  to  be  understxxxi  that  its  reception  would  be  a  pro- 
sotion  against  all  the  baleful  consequences  of  war,  while  its 
vjeotion  would  result  in  sure  destruction  by  the  enemy.  In 
dltlie  attempts  that  have  since  been  made  to  establish  the  Dance 
mthis  Mission,  the  following  words  have  been  heard  a  hundred 
tbneB  to  fall  from  the  lips  of  the  supporters  of  the  Dance :  *  We 
na  dead ;  we  are  being  killed ;  the  only  means  we  have  for  our 
jraenration  are  taken  from  us.''  These  words  have  been  heard 
llj  the  missionary,  uttered  by  an  Elder  in  the  middle  of  the 
Village  while  the  people  were  coming  out  after  mass. 

Ssd  fact — ^An  Abenakis  who  is  distinguished  in  his  iN'atiom 
ftnmg^  his  exploits  and  who  is  the  chief  upholder  of  the 
l^Doe^  despairing  of  being  able  to  establish  it  at  St.  Francois 
ttiOQ^  his  own  credit)  withdraws  in  disgust  in  the  direction 
rf  It  Baye  in  the  upper  country.  He  falls  ill  and  finding  him- 
Mif  it  death's  door,  he  sends  for  Father  Chardon ;  he  makes 
-Ini  omfession ;  he  has  not  been  a  Saint  but  in  his  present  con- 
^iUcHiy  nothing  troubles  him  more  than  all  he  has  done  to  have 
^  Dance  admitted  in  St  Francois ;  he  acknowledges  all  the 
pm  ooimeeted  with  it  and  begs  his  Confessor  to  inform  the 
huiionaiy  of  St  Frangois  of  his  regret  for  the  harm  he  has 
fn  in  his  Mission  and  that  he  makes  reparation  for  it  as 
Ist  lie  can  at  death. 
8rd  fact — ^Toung  men  in  this  Mission  who  were  preparing 
the  Dance  have  been  heard  to  say  to  those  who  warned  them 
;to  do  so :  ^*Why  do  you  wish  to  prevent  us  from  doing  what 
do?    It  is  as  if  we  took  part  in  the  procession  of  the  Blessed 

It." 

4lh  fact — Tlie  Calumet  feathers  were  brought  here  again 

years  ago.     They  were  distributed  secretly  amongst  all  the 

of  this  Mission  to  receive  them.     In  every  cabin  the 

fell  upon  the  persons  who  could  be  relied  on.     One  was 

to  a  newly  converted  woman  from  Orange.     In  vain 

it  represented  to  her  that  these  feathers  had  been  received 
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in  all  the  cabins;  that  hers  would  inevitably  be  destroyed  if 
she  took  not  that  feather ;  she  persisted  in  saying  that  when  she 
was  baptized  she  renounced  all  the  Savages'  superstitions.  And 
this  good  woman,  who  has  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  de- 
crepitude (slie  may  be  about  46  years  old),  when  her  mie- 
sionary  gives  her  advice,  is  very  well  able  to  reply  that  her 
cabin  is  the  only  one  in  the  Mission  where  Idolatry  is  not 
practised 

5th  fact — The  Cbief  of  whom  I  have  spoken  and  who  pe^ 
ished  so  miserably  3  or  4  years  ago,  before  going  out  hunting 
for  the  last  time,  placed  the  Calumet  feathers  in  his  niece's 
hands  recommending  her  to  keep  them  very  carefully  in'ber 
box  as  the  solo  safcpruard  of  the  Village,  and  the  infalKUe 
means  of  preserving  it  The  niece  obeyed  her  uncle.  Son* 
time  afterward  she  fell  ill.  Seeing  that  she  was  about  to  di«^ 
she  called  in  her  missionary  and  informed  him  of  the  sin  i^ 
had  committed  by  taking  charge  of  so  abominable  a  thinly 
which  was  looked  upon  as  the  protecting  Deity  of  the  Villigft- 

The  Calumet  Dance  being  what  we  have  shown  it  to  be;  tto 
Christians  who  have  received  it  being  such  as  we  have  depicted 
them ;  the  circumstances  needing  only  some  other  detailed  fad* 
to  show  all  its  grievousness ;  the  consequences  being  inevitabb; 
and,  finally,  the  Abenakis  retaining  this  Dance  with  the  sao^ 
views  and  the  same  ideas  with  which  it  was  established  or  ft 
least  with  which  it  was  performed  amongst  idolatrous  Ifatiwi* 
can  it  be  authorized,  permitted  or  tolerated  ? 


1734:     EXPLANATION  OF  THE  AFFAIR  WITH  THE  SAUK 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  justifying  bis  cflT 
uectlon  with  the  Green  Bay  fiasco,  dated  Oct.  5,  1734.  MS.  In  ardiW* 
of  MlnistSre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  «*• 
vol.  61,  c.  n,  fol.  287."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — YovL  do  mo  the  honor  of  informing  me  If; 
your  letter  of  the  20th  of  April  last  that  his  Majesty  cauaeB 
explanation  to  be  given  me,  by  his  despatch  to  Monsieur  H« 
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piart  and  myself  jointly  of  his  intentions  E^arding  what  con- 
»nis  eadi  nation.  I  have  seen  what  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
Id  point  out  to  me  on  this  Subject,  and  I  venture  to  assure  him 
that  this  matter  has  always  received  my  chief  attention  since 
I  have  Been  in  this  Colony.  You  will  Observe,  Monsmgneur, 
\fj  our  reply  to  the  King^s  memorial,  the  measures  that  I  con- 
tinue to  take  to  restore  tranquillity  in  the  upper  Country. 

It  would  have  been  difficult  for  me  to  forestall  the  events  that 
give  rise  to  the  troubles  there  in  connection  with  the  Sakis  and 
Kenards,  and  after  having  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  by 
our  joint  letter  of  the  11th  of  November  last  of  what  had 
caused  the  unfortunate  affair  of  la  Bave,  I  would  add  that  it 
ibonld  be  attributed  less  to  the  remnant  of  the  Eenard  nation, 
ftin  to  the  slight  precautions  observed  by  the  Sieur  de  Villiers 
on  that  occasion.  What  I  had  had  the  honor  of  telling  you, 
Monaeigneur,  in  the  preceding  years,  respecting  the  condition 
to  which  the  Eenards  were  reduced,  was  authentic ;  and  there  was 
BO  reason  to  think  that  so  small  a  number  as  those  that  remained 
Hid  implored  mercy  on  all  sides,  could  cause  ,any  trouble  in 
fl»  upper  Country,  especially  after  the  assurance  I  had  r^ 
•ived,  as  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the  Ee- 
tttinder  of  that  Nation,  after  trying  in  vain  to  effect  an  alli- 
•Bce  with  all  the  other  nations,  who  had  refused  them,  saw  no 
•flwr  way  of  saving  their  lives  than  by  coming  and  throwing 
ftemselves  on  their  Father's  mercy.  Nevertheless,  although 
ftis  information  came  to  me  from  all  sides,  and,  moreover, 
•ppearances  gave  me  no  reason  to  suspect  anything  else,  still, 
ft©  inconstancy  of  the  savages  and  the  little  reliance  that  can 
k  placed  in  their  promises  led  me  to  think  of  the  measures  that 
•kould  be  taken  to  prevent  the  consequences  that  might  result 
^  from  that  affair,  in  the  event  of  the  Renards  succeeding  in  cor- 
■  npting  some  nations,  and  in  finding  a  refuge  among  them. 

To  that  end  I  had  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  by  special 
.  iDrtnictions  to  take  every  proper  precaution,  through  the 
I'Bitions  that  are  faithful  to  us,  to  bring  in  the  remainder  of  the 
'ABoards,  or  to  destroy  them  if  he  could  not  succeed  in  doing  so. 
I  had  expressly  recommended  to  him  before  attempting  any- 
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war  and  by  the  report  of  cannon,  and  when  their  progpeaT" 
alarmed  the  French,  the  latter  strove  to  embroil  the  two  nations 
and  spared  no  effort  to  induce  the  Abenakis  to  compel  the  Eng — 
]ish  to  leave  their  Country.^ 

At  that  time  and  in  the  year  1719,  the  Benards  sent  a  mefr-^ 
sage  to  the  Abenakis."     Iliis  was  expressed  by  a  Picture,  on^ 
side  whereof  represented  several  very  large  and  very  populous 
Villages,  men  find  women  of  tall  stature,  well-fed  children,  veiy 
fertile  fields,  woods  full  of  Elk,  moose  and  other  wild  animals^ 
and  finally  Rivers  teeming  with  beaver  and  fish:  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Picture  were  represented  some  small  Villages  bardj 
visible;  the  persons  ol)?er\Td  in  them  were  so  emaciated  that  they 
oould  hardly  stand ;  neither  fields  producing  com  could  be  seen, 
nor  woods  full  of  wild  Animals,  no  Pavers  capable  of  supplying 
beaver  and  fish;  but  only  a  great  Dragon,  one-half  of  which 
showed  out  from  the  side  of  the  Picture  and  whose  open  jaws 
threatened  to  swallow  the  wretched  little  villages.'     The  fol- 
lowing is  the  explanation  of  the  Picture: — 

*']VIy  Brother,  thou  seest  that  my  country  is  of  vast  extent; 
that  it  is  very  fertile  in  producing  grain  of  all  kinds ;  that  my 
woods  and  my  Rivers  supply  me  abundantly  with  all  sorts  of 
wild  animals  and  with  fish.     Consequently  see  how  well  off  I 
am  etc.     I  learn  with  regret  that  thou  art  reduced  to  a  small 
area  of  barren  and  sterile  Land  wherein  all  things  necesaaiy 
for  thy  subsistence  are  wanting;  that  this  is  the  cause  of  thy 
leanness  and  of  the  death  of  thy  children  whom  thou  canst  no* 
rear.     But  the  compassion  I  feel  for  thee  is  greatly  increased 
at  the  sight  of  that  great  Dragon  with  gaping  jaws,  ready  to 
devour  thee  and  whose  fury  thou  canst  escape  only  by  prompt 
flight     As  I  take  an  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  the^ 


iThe  original  home  of  the  Abenaki  was  In  the  present  district  of 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick. — Ed. 

2  For  an  account  of  these  overtures,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  ^' 
pp.  431-436.— Ed. 

3  For  an'  account  of  picture  writing,  see  Garrick  Mallery's  **Picture 
Writing  of  the  North  American  Indians,"  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  BthnologT 
neport,  1889-90.— Ed. 
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nd  as  I  cannot  suffer  my  fellow-man  (whose  Flesh  is  dark  like 
ay  own)  to  perish  miserably  for  want  of  succor,  I  offer  thee 
ay  Land;  thou  wilt  find  it  vast  enough  to  settle  in;  fertile 
mough  to  abundantly  supply  all  thy  needs  and,  finally,  suffi- 
iently  remote  to  enaLle  thee  to  live  in  safety  and  far  bej'ond 
he  reach  of  thine  enemies." 

The  Abenakis  gave  information  of  this  message  to  their  mis- 
donary,^  and  explained  it  to  him  quite  naturally.     The  only 
thing  respecting  which  they  were  lacking  in  sincerity  was  in 
giving  him   to  understand   that  the  Dragon   represented   the 
Ekiglish  alone.     The  missionary,  continuing  to  rely  on  the  long 
standing  attachment  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  nation,  con- 
ridered  that  he  had  ample  reason  for  congratulation  on  seeing 
(hat  the  former  seemed  to  enter  with  pleasure  into  the  project  of 
the  Answer  which  he  suggested  that  they  should  send  to  the 
Renards.     This  was  to  put  the  Renard  and  the  Abenakis  Vil- 
lages on  two  sides  of  a  Picture ;  at  the  top  of  the  Picture  would 
he  a  Crucifix  from  which  would  issue  brilliant  rays  shedding  an 
•dmirable  light  over  the  AbenaKis'  villages ;  and  to  represent  the 
^ages  of  the  Renards  covered  by  a  black  cloud  casting  dense 
iiAness  over  all  their  lands.     The  explanation  of  the  Picture 
^^Id  be: — 'Tl^fy  Brother,  I  am  very  grateful  to  thee  for  the 
sentiments  of  compassion  which  touch  thee  at  the  sight  of  my 
^I'etchedness.     It  is  true  that  I  feel  it  as  thou  representest  it 
•*  must,  however,  confess  that  if  I  am  not  altogether  insensible 
^  my  poverty  I,  at  least,  endure  it  patiently  and  even  with 
J^y.    I  have  the  happiness  of  living  here  with  the  Frenchman 
^lo  has  taught  me  to  know  the  Author  of  my  Being,  and  what 
^  should  fear  and  hope  for  after  this  short,  and  miserable  life. 
^   prefer  the  advantages  of  an  immortal  life  to  all  the  Riches 
^d  pleasures  thou  offerest  me.     I  cannot  better  express  my 
r^titude  to  thee  than  by  begging  thee  to  open  thine  eyes  to  the 
'^ght  that  the  Frenchman  has  broTight  into  this  country,"  etc. 

This  proposal  was  therefore  received  apparently  with 
^^^^^^^^— ^"^-^ 

iThis  was  Father  Joseph  Aubrey,  for  biographical  sketch  of  whom 
He  WU.  Hist  CoUa.,  xvi,  p.  337.— -Ed. 
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have  occasioned  as  little  expense  as  possible  to  His  Majesty, 

and  he  will  not  be  able  to  hear  of  the  Success  of  our  efforts 

before  next  year. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Quebec,  October  5th,  1734.  Beauhabnois 


1734:     DETROIT;  NEED  OF  SOLDIERS  TO  GARRISON  UPPER 

POSTS 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  6,  1734. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  61,  c  11,  fol.  292.] 

Monseigneur — I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  20th  of  April  last.  I  noticed 
what  you  were  pleased  to  tell  me  respecting  the  establishment 
of  Detroit  and  the  garrison  whose  increase  I  had  the  honor  to  ask 
of  you,  which  you  were  pleased  to  report  to  His  Majesty.  To^ 
will  Observe,  Monseigneur,  by  a  joint  despatch  from  Monsieur 
hooquart  and  Myself,  the  means  we  are  taking  to  contribute  to 
the  establishment  of  that  post  by  the  grant  of  the  conceseions 
requested  by  the  habitants;  and  by  the  care  I  have  taken  in 
the  selection  of  the  Commandant  whom  I  sent  thither.  I  ac- 
knowledge, Monseigneur,  that  such  precautions  may  be  useful 
for  the  progress  of  that  settlement,  His  Majesty's  Intention 
being  that  we  should  confine  ourselves  to  it  for  the  present.  I 
should  have  nothing  to  add  did  not  the  affair  of  the  Ouyatanons, 
whereon  we  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  the  memorial  to 
the  King,  show  the  necessity  of  having  strong  garrisons  in  the 
posts  to  protect  them  against  the  attacks  of  the  savages  to  which 
they  are  exposed,  and  against  which  it  is  always  good  to  be  on 
one's  guard.  This  is  still  more  necessary  in  the  case  of  the 
post  of  Detroit  as  it  is  the  entrepot  for  and  the  connecting  link 
with  Louisiana  and  the  other  neighboring  posts.  The  return 
of  the  Ouyatanons  and  the  repentance  they  have  manifested, 
can  be  attributed  solely  to  their  fear  of  the  force  sent  against 
Them  by  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  These  considerations, 
Monseigneur,  and  the  necessity  of  having  garrisons  of  sufficient 
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strength  to  enable  the  Commandant  to  make  the  King's  authoip- 
ity  respected,  have  induced  me,  every  year,  to  beg  you  to  urge 
His  Majesty  to  order  a  larger  number  of  troops  to  be  sent  to  this 
country  to  enable  me  to  supply  garrisons  to  the  posts  without 
weakening  below  Their  present  strength  the  companies  stationed 
in  the  towns.  Although  I  have  sent  to  the  posts  only  the  nuin«- 
ber  of  soldiers  that  was  strictly  necessary,  I  would  nevertheless 
not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  fresh  remonstrances  to 
you  on  the  subject,  had  not  the  reasons  that  influenced  me  in 
previous  years,  seemed  to  me  deserving  of  more  attention, 
especially  in  our  present  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  course 
our  neighbors  [the  English]  may  pursue.  This  matter,  Mon- 
seigneur,  seems  the  strictest  of  the  obligations  imposed  on  me 
and,  although  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  informing  me  that 
His  Majesty  could  not  bring  himself  to  order  an  additional 
number  of  troops  to  be  sent,  as  I  had  taken  the  liberty  of  asking, 
I  have  considered  that  present  circumstances  might  justify  me 
in  repeating  my  request,  as  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Colony  are  at  stake.  I  venture  to  flatter 
myself,  Monseigneur,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  into 
consideration,  especially  after  I  have  had  the  honor  to  assure 
you  that  such  increase  is  indispensable  for  strengthening  the 
posts  of  the  upper  Country,  and  retaining  the  necessary  garri- 
sons in  the  towns. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  last  year  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  Sieur  Peau^  had  incurred  great  expense  in  proceeding  to 
Detroit,  That  Officer  would  have  been  completely  ruined  had  I 
brought  him  back  the  same  year.  At  the  same  time  I  flattered 
myself,  Monseigneur,  that  His  Majesty  would  appreciate  these 
reasons.     But,  although  the  Sieur  Peau  was  greatly  needed  at 

1  Jacques-Hughes  P6au,  Sieur  de  Llvaudidre,  was  bom  in  Paris  in 
1682,  and  came  to  Canada  as  officer  in  the  king's  troops.  He  was  com- 
mandant at  Fort  Frotenac  in  1724,  and  at  Chambly  in  1727.  After 
his  service  at  Detroit  (1732-3G),  he  returned  to  Quebec,  and  was  made 
town  major  of  Quebec,  where  he  died  in  1747.  His  son  was  the  pecu- 
lator, whose  wife  was  mistress  of  Bigot,  the  last  intendant  of  New 
France. — Ed. 
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that  post  owing  to  the  varioua  occurrences  that  had  happened 
there  and  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  familiar,  I  will  not  show 
the  same  consideration  in  future  and  he  will  be  relieved  next 
spring.  I  had  made  arrangements  for  this  prior  to  the  receipt 
of  your  orders.  However,  his  service  as  Town  Major  has  not 
been  injuriously  affected  thereby. 

I  reniain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant. 

Bba.uhaen'ois 

Quebec,  October  6th,  1734. 


1734:     PUNISHMENT  PREPARED  FOR  THE  SAUK;   CONDITIONS 
AMONG  INDIANS  OF  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Extracts  from  the  yearly  report  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart,  in 
reply  to  the  King's  memorial,  relating  to  affairs  in  the  upper  country^ 
dated  Oct.  7,  1734.    Source:  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  65.] 

MONSEIGNEUB 

Since  the  blcnv  Struck  by  the  Sakis  and  Renarde  jointly  at 
la  Baye  on  the  16th  September  1733,  and  their  precipitate 
flight  after  evacuatiiip:  their  fort,  pursued  by  the  Sieur  Oou- 
lons  de  Villiers,  the  Younger,  Those  Savages,  after  Wandering 
about  for  some  time,  asked  In  vain  for  a  refuge  among  the 
sioux  and  ayoiiais  who  refused  it  to  them.  The  last  news  that 
the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  has  received,  shows  that  they  have 
Established  themselves  in  a  fort  on  the  Eiver  Wapeipinikam,^ 
two  or  three  days'  journey  below  the  Oiiisconsin  in  the  East 
part  of  iho  [Mississippi,  near  the  riviere  aux  Booufs  where  Fa- 
ther Guicrnas,  a  Jesuit  ^Missionary,  and  the  French  Were  stopped 
when  they  Evacuated  the  post  among  the  sioux  in  1728.^  The 
same  news  adds  that  the  Sakis  have  fortified  themselves  and 
that  they  have  compelled  the  Eenards  to  build  a  fort  for  them- 
selves so  as  to  be  separate  from  them,  but  nevertheless  in  their 


iThe  present  Wapsipinlcon  River,  Iowa. —  Ed. 
2  See  ante,  p.  38. — Ed. 
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neighborhood.  It  may  be  considered  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Sakis  since  the  affair  of  la  Baye,  that  they  do  not  intend  tt> 
persist  in  supporting  the  Benards,  and  in  undertaking  their 
defence;  That,  on  the  contrary,  they  wish  to  obtain  peace  and 
pardon  for  themselves;  And  the  reason  we  think  so  is  that  all 
the  Letters  from  the  Officers  at  the  Posts  say  the  same  thing, 
which  they  have  heard  from  Savages  ITpon  whom  nevertheless 
we  cannot  otherwise  Eely.  The  report  that  may  be  considered 
the  most  reliable  comes  from  a  very  friendly  Kepissingue  savage 
who  was  hunting  with  them,  and  who  said  the  same  thing  to  the 
Sieur  de  Beauhamois. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron/  the  Commandant  at  Missilimakinac, 
writes  that  he  has  been  informed  by  Poux  Savages  that  the 
eakis  regret  that  they  have  become  mixed  up  in  this  unfortunate 
affair  of  which  they  openly  say  the  Eenards  Were  the  cause, 
and  that  they  Intend  to  separate  and  detach  themselves  from 
them  in  order  to  obtain  forgiveness. 

The  Sieur  Linctot,  the  Commandant  among  the  sioux,  writes 
that  the  Savages  at  his  Post  and  a  portion  of  the  Puants  have 
promised  not  to  abandon  him,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  ready  to  attack  the  Sakis  and  Eenards.  But  that  officer 
keeps  ever  On  His  guard,  because  from  the  30  Cabins  of  Puants 
that  were  at  his  post,  8  or  10  detached  themselves  last  winter 
to  go  and  join  the  Sakis,  but  they  have  since  then  returned  to 
their  Village. 

1  There  seem  to  be  no  data  to  determine  whether  this  was  the  father 
or  son.  Jean  Baptiste  C61oron,  Sieur  de  Blainville,  was  born  In  Paris 
in  1664;  came  to  Canada  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  troops,  and  died  in 
Montreal,  June,  1735.  His  son,  Pierre  Joseph,  was  born  in  1693,  and 
was  eminent  for  his  services  in  the  Western  country.  In  1739  he  led 
the  northern  troops  against  the  Chickasaws;  from  1742-43,  and 
again  from  1750-54,  he  was  commandant  at  Detroit.  He  commanded 
at  Niagara,  1744-46,  and  at  Crown  Point,  1747-49.  He  was  probably 
the  leader  of  the  famous  Ohio  expedition  of  1749,  although  possibly 
the  commandant  was  his  younger  brother,  Jean  Baptiste.  In  the 
Seven  Years  War  (1754-63),  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  with  the  rank  of  major.  In  1760,  he  was  characterized  as  "poor 
and  brave,"  and  died  about  1777. — Ed. 
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The  Outawacs  of  Missilimakinac  came  down  last  Spring  to 
the  number  of  thirty  two.  Their  word  was  to  weep  for  the 
dead  and  to  ask  their  Father^s  opinion  regarding  the  affair  at 
la  Baye.  But  when  the  Sieur  do  Beauhamois  discovered  that 
they  were  deputed  by  their  Village  to  present  him  with  a  large 
Black  Collar — which  Meant  that,  inasmuch  as  the  French  had 
been  killed  as  well  as  They,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go 
and  avenge  their  dead  unless  they  had  some  French  with  them — 
he  replied  to  them  that  he  would  not  abandon  them,  that  he 
wished  to  chastise  and  take  vengeance  upon  the  Sakis  and 
Renards  for  their  treachery;  that  he  would  give  them  aid  in 
men  and  in  the  necessary  munitions  to  enable  them  to  act  with 
us.  On  receiving  this  reply,  the  Oiitaiiacs  went  back  satisfied 
to  Missilimiikinac.  The  Sieur  Celeron,  who  commands  there,, 
Encouraged  them  in  the  Hope  that  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois 
had  given  them,  and  they  seemed  to  be  disposed  to  march  and 
to  strike  on  the  arrival  of  the  Aid  that  Would  be  Sent  to  thenu 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  had  already  been  Informed  by 
the  Sieur  Peau,  the  Commandant  at  detroit,  of  the  Impatience 
felt  by  the  hurons,  tho  Poutoiiatamis  and  Outaiiacs  at  that  poet 
to  see  some  French  arrive  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  two 
Hostile  nations.  The  Savages  at  the  other  posts  have  asked 
the  same  thing.  Moreover,  the  bad  Impression  that  would 
have  been  produced  On  the  Minds  of  the  savages  by  refusing 
to  Send  any  French,  and  the  dangers  to  be  dreaded  in  future 
from  the  Nations  of  this  continent  if  the  deed  committed  at  la 
Baye  remained  Unpunished, — All  these  circumstances,  and  the 
honor  of  the  French  name  have  determined  the  Sienr  de  Beau- 
hamois, after  conferring  with  the  Sieur  hocquart  and  the  most 
Experienced  officers  in  the  Colony,  to  detach  a  party  of  84 
French,  consisting  of  seven  officers  and  the  remainder  of  Cadets, 
Sergeants,  Soldiers  and  some  settlers.^  N"ot  Only  have  the 
officers  and  Cadets  Eagerly  volunteered  for  this  Service,  but 


1  In  a  letter  dated  Oct.  10.  1734,  Beauhamois  writes:  "In  the  en- 
tire colony  there  are  actually  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  of  whom  are  in  the  different  posts,  and  sixty 
with  M.  Desnoyelles'  party."    N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  1040.— Ed. 
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the  remainder  of  the  detachment  have  also  expressed  the  great- 
est Willingness,  as  well  as  our  settled  savages  (to  the  number 
of  two  hundred)  who  have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  march  even 
if  no  French  should  go. 

The  Sienr  de  Beauhamois  has  selected  the  Sie\ir  de  Noyelles 
to  oommiand  the  party.  That  officer  is  very  Efficient  and  is 
greatly  loved  by  the  Savages,  And  he  Adds  to  these  qualities  a 
CJonstitution  capable  of  Enduring  the  fatigues  of  an  Expedition 
which  can  be  undertaken  only  in  a  very  inclement  season,  for 
it  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  a  very  great  distance  on  foot  and 
on  Snow-shoes.  The  other  officers  and  the  remainder  of  the 
detachment  are  Capable  of  Following  him. 

The  Sieur  de  Noyelles  left  Montreal  on  the  14th  of  August 
last  with  his  detachment.  He  is  ordered  by  his  Instructions  to 
proceed  in  the  first  place  to  detroit,  and  there  to  concert  with 
the  Siour  Peau,  The  other  officers,  and  the  nations  at  that  poet 
regarding  the  proper  action  to  be  taken  on  arriving  at  the  spot 
whither  the  Sakis  and  Renards  have  retired ;  to  direct  his  route 
by  Missilimakinac  or  in  a  straight  line  overland  according  to 
Circumstances ;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  he  is  to  agree  upon  a 
rendezvous  with  the  Sieur  de  celoron,  the  Commandant  at  Mis- 
silimakinac,  where  the  latter  may  join  him  with  the  Savages 
of  his  Post,  and  a  party  of  our  settled  Algonquins  And  N"epis^ 
singues  who  have  started  And  who  are  to  proceed  to  the  said 
post  by  the  way  of  the  great  River.  ^  He  has  also  been  strongly 
recommended  to  keep  On  His  guard  to  Avoid  All  Ambuscades 
and  not  to  Expose  his  forces  except  when  very  necessary. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  should  Also  inform  His  Majesty 
that  inasmuch  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Outaiiacs  of 
Missilimakinac  who  are  one  of  the  nations  most  Interested  in 
the  matter,  are  of  Opinion  and  they  have  stated  that  they  would 
like  to  have  the  matter  settled  by  conciliatory  measures  with 
the  Sakis  upon  the  latter  giving  up  the  Renards,  whom*  the 
Outawacs  look  upon  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  troubles  in  the 


iThe  route  by  the  Ottawa  River  and  Lake  Nipissing,  through  Geor- 
gian Bay  and  Lake  Huron  to  Mackinac. — Ed. 
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Upper  country.  The  Sieur  de  Nojelles  lias  orders  to  act  accord- 
ingly, and  to  grant  peace  to  the  Sakis  if  they  consent  to  give 
up  the  Eenards ;  If  not  to  destroy  both  nations  And  to  let  our 
Savages  eat  them  up. 

He  will  also  take  at  the  various  posts  the  officers,  cadets  and 
Soldiers  whom  He  may  need  to  strengthen  His  party  and  other 
Willing  French  Voyageurs  who  may  volunteer  to  serve  under 
him  on  this  Expedition.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  these  as  His  Majesty  may  see  by  the  Account 
we  are  to  give  him  of  what  has  happened  among  the  Oiiiatanons. 

Such,  Monsei^eur,  are  the  best  and  the  least  expensive  meas- 
ures that  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  could  take  for  securing  the 
punishment  of  the  Sakis  and  Benards,  and  which  he  had  al* 
ready  taken,  as  being  absolutely  necessary,  before  he  received 
his  Majesty's  orders.  His  Majesty  cannot  learn  of  their  suc- 
cess before  next  year. 

With  regard  to  the  two  Rcnard  chiefs  who  were  at  Quebec, 
one  died  and  We  have  sent  the  other,  named  Kiala,  an  intrepid 
man,  to  Martinique.  We  have  given  notice  of  it  to  Messieurs 
de  Champigny  and  d'orgeville.  The  hurons  of  Loi^ette  asked 
the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  last  winter  for  The  wife  of  the  latter 
savage  and  they  adopted  her.  Her  quiet  conduct  had  Led  them 
to  believe  that  there  was  no  risk  in  letting  her  go  with  other 
huron  women  to  tho  Neighborhood  of  Lake  St  Peter^  to  gather 
maiden-hair  Ferns.  The  woman  escaped,  and  the  Sieur  de 
Beauhamois  has  given  the  necessary  orders  for  her  recapture. 
If  she  can  bo  caught  we  shall  Send  her  to  the  Islands  on  the  first 
opportunity. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  Also  Sent  the  Sieur  de  Joncaire, 
tho  Elder,  to  tho  clioiianons  to  continue  to  Watch  their  actions 
and  to  Maintain  them  in  the  favorable  dispositions  that  they 
Felt  in  previous  years.  We  have  received  no  news  concerning 
them  that  can  lead  us  to  suspect  their  faithfulness.  That  officer 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  them  in  it  and  of  In- 
ducing them  to  form  a  Village  with  the  Miamis  or  hurons  so 


lAn  enlargement  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  above  the  town  of  Three 
Rivers. —  Ed. 
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as  to  keep  ihem  away  from  the  snares  that  the  English  might 
set  for  them. 

The  Sieur  de  Noyelles  has  faithfully  Performed  the  task 
with  which  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  had  entrusted  him  of  once 
more  gathering  the  scattered  Miamis  in  their  Villaga  They 
Are  there  at  present,  And  the  Sieur  Damaud*  who  commands 
the  poet,  has  excellently  seconded  him  in  this  matter. 

An  event  occurred  in  the  Village  of  the  Oiiiatanons,  where 
the  Sieur  de  V  Epemanche*  commands,  which  at  first  gave 
rise  to  considerable  disorder.  Two  young  men — one  a  French- 
man, the  other  a  Savage,  fought  together.  The  Frenchman  had 
the  advantage.  The  Savage  went  for  his  comrades  who  as- 
sembled tumultuously,  struck  some  blows  with  their  knives, 
and  pillaged  all  the  French  at  the  Post,  without  however  any 
murder  being  committed.  The  Sieur  de  L'Epemanche  who 
was  2  or  3  arpents  from  there,  was  informed  of  it,  but  he 
was  unable  to  remedy  the  matter,  and  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
not  in  a  Position  to  Overawe  the  savages,  he  Sent  Expresses  to 
the  Sieur  Peau,  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  inform  him!  of 
what  was  happening  and  to  ask  for  assistance.  On  the  arrival 
of  these  Expresses,  the  Sieur  Peau  assembled  the  French  of 
detroit,  who  all  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  and  obtain  satisfac- 
tion for  this  Insult  There  were  one  hundred  and  Twenty  of 
them.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  hurons  joined  them  with  a 
large  nimiber  of  outawacs.  The  Sieur  Damaud  who  was  then 
at  detroit  whither  he  had  come  for  Supplies,  was  given  the 
Command  of  the  party  which  consisted  of  324  men  when  it 
reached  the  Miamis.  But  as  he  was  preparing  to  proceed  to 
the  ouiatanons  with  his  detachment  He  received  a  Letter  from 
the  Sieur  de  L'Epemanche  informing  him  that  everything  was 


1  Nicolas-Marie  Renaud  (d'Arnaud)  Davenne,  Sieur  de  Desmelolses, 
was  born  in  1696,  the  son  of  a  wealthy  Montreal  merchant,  who  had 
many  dealings  with  the  coureurs  de  hois  at  Mackinac.  In  1722  he 
married  Angelique  Chartier,  daughter  of  Lotbini^re.  In  1742  he  was 
In  command  at  Fort  Frontenac,  and  died  the  following  year. — Bd. 

aFrangois  de  I'Espervanche.  Sieur  de  Villemure,  a  cadet  in  the  troopB. 
He  also  served  under  Jumonville  in  1748.— Ed. 
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amicably  settled;  That  he  had  smoked  with  the  Ouiatanon 
Chiefs  And  that  the  young  men  had  given  back  to  the  French 
the  things  they  had  Pillaged  from  them ;  That  these  same  chiefs 
had  assured  him  that  they  bound  themselves  to  restore  to  the 
French  Avhatever  might  be  wanting  in  what  their  young  men 
had  taken ;  That,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  no  longer  in  need  of 
the  assistance  that  he  had  asked  of  the  Sieur  Peau  And  that 
all  was  Quiet  at  His  post.  On  receiving  this  Letter  the  Sieur 
Damaud  resolved  to  remain  among  the  Miamis  where  He  was 
in  command  and  he  sent  back  the  Sieur  Duburon  with  the 
French  and  Savages  of  detroit. 

This  action  has  had  a  very  good  Effect  upon  the  nations 
which  It  has  inspired  with  Dread  and  leads  to  the  belief  that 
they  will  in  future  restrain  themselves  much  more  than  they 
have  hitherto  done. 

The  Sioux  have  not  yet  come  down  and  it  seems  as  if  they 
will  not  do  so  before  next  year. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  was  informed  only  by  His  Maj- 
esty's memorial  of  the  expedition  of  the  1,000  Chactas  whom 
Monsieur  de  Bienville  was  to  send  on  The  sixteenth  September 
1733  against  the  Chicachas,  And  that  he  was  to  put  at  their 
head  the  Sieur  Lesueur,  a  Lieutenant,^  \vith  two  Ensigns  and  a 
detachment  of  35  soldiers.  Thus  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  to  concert  with  the  Sieur  Bienville  to 
set  in  motion  at  the  same  time  some  nations  of  this  colony  to 
harass  the  chicachas.  Moreover,  The  affair  of  la  Baye  has 
become  the  sole  object  of  all  our  Savages'  attention.  Never- 
theless, If  It  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  concil- 
iatory means  that  we  have  reported  to  his  majesty.  The  Sieur 
de  Beauhamois  will  Urge  the  Savages  of  detroit  and  the  other 
nations  of  the  Lakes  to  continue  to  harass  the  Chicachas.     They 


iTh'is  was  probably  a  son  of  the  explorer,  Pierre  Charles  Le  Sueur 
(for  whom  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  173).  He  settled  In  Louisiana, 
and  had  several  children.  Le  Sueur,  the  younger,  is  called  "the  Cana- 
dian."   He  led  the  Choctaw  aganist  the  Natchez  in  1730. — Ed. 
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are  all  disposed  to  do  so  and  they  would  have  started  to  go 
there  had  it  not  been  for  the  affair  of  the  Sakis. 

The  Sieur  Dartaguet,*  the  commandant  among  the  Illinois, 
informed  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  that  his  savages  have  greatly 
changed  in  their  disposition  since  Monsieur  Bienville  has  sent 
one  hundred  men  to  Garrison  that  post ;  That  those  savages  have 
become  much  more  submissive  and  docile  And  Finally  that  a 
party  of  two  hundred  Warriors  of  that  nation  have  gone  down 
to  attack  the  Chicachaa.  He  adds  that  it  is  a  month's  journey 
and  we  do  not  yet  know  the  Success  of  that  Expedition. 

We  have  Notified  Madame  de  la  Chaesaigne  and  the  widow 
of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  of  the  pensions  that  His  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  grant  them. 

We  Kemain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

Beauhabiv^ois 
Quebec,  October  7th,  1734.  HoCQUABT 


1734:     MIAMI  IN  THE  FRENCH  INTEREST 

[ESztract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Ck^t.  7,  1734.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  61, 
c.  11,  fol.  2?9.] 

Monseigneur — 


The  Sieur  Damaud,  Commandant  in  the  Miamis  country, 
wrote  me  in  the  month  of  June  last  that  the  savages  had  given 
him  their  word  to  attack  the  Sakis  and  Eenards  on  the  first 
order  they  should  receive  from  their  Father,  but,  as  they 
thought  such  order  would  come  only  very  late.  All  the  Miamis, 

1  Pierre  d'Artaguette,  son  or  younger  brother  of  Diron  d'Artaguette, 
was  appointed  commissary  of  Louisiana  in  1708.  Pierre  being  sent  to 
command  at  Fort  Chartres  in  1733,    perished    at   the   hands   of   the 

Indians   in  1736   while   leading  the   ill-fated   expedition  against   the 
Chickasaw. — Ed. 
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with  the  ezoeptiaii  of  six  old  men^  had  gone  on  the  war-path 
against  the  Ghicachas,  and  that  they  hoped  to  return  soon 
enoo^  to  carry  out  their  Father's  Intentions.  The  Ouyatanona 
and  other  ITations  of  this  continent  are  all  disposed  to  march 
against  the  Chicachas^  and  a  number  of  bands  would  have  set 
out  had  not  the  affair  that  happened  at  la  Baye  kept  them  all 
in  suspense  owing  to  their  uncertainty  r^arding  the  orders  I 
shall  hjave  to  giro  to  ayenge  the  treachery  of  the  Sakis,  wherecm 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  the  reply  to  the  King's 
memorandum. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
Tery  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

SfBA.nHASNOIS 
QincBEC,  October  10th,  1734. 


^ 


1735:     ORDINANCE  ON  FUR-TRADE 

[M.S.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  "Collection 
Moreau-St.  M6ry.  vol.  10,  f.  12,  219."] 

Charles,  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  CJommander  of  the  mili- 
tary order  of  St.  Louis,  Governor  and  lieutenant-general  for  the 
King  In  new  France  and  in  the  Province  of  Louisiana. 

Gilles  Hocquart,  Chevalier,  Councillor  of  the  King  in  his 
councils,  Intendant  of  justice,  police  and  finance  in  the  said 
countries. 

With  regard  to  the  information  given  us  that  tlie  Traders 
of  fort  Ponchartrain,  of  detroit  and  of  Missilimakina,  Under 
pretext  of  securing  their  Credits  for  the  loans  they  make  to 
the  Savages,  take  from  the  said  Savages  as  security  English 
Brandy  and  goods,  which  tends  directly  to  favor  foreign  Trade, 
and  to  ruin  that  of  the  Colony  And,  in  particular,  the  trade  of 
those  two  posts,  contrary  to  tlie  provisions  contained  in  the 
declarations  and  ordinances  of  the  King  rendered  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  foreign  Trade:  It  Being  Necessary  to  remedy  the 
sama     Ws  fobjbid  all  private  traders  at  detroit  and  at  Mis- 
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silimakiiiao  to  reoeive  from  the  Savages  Any  Elnglish  Brandy 

or  GkxKls  as  security  for  any  loans  they  may  make  to  them^  on: 

penally  of  being  deemed  to  have  carried  on  foreign  trade,  and 

as  such,  punished  by  the  confiscation  of  the  said  Brandy  and 

goods  in  favor  of  the  informers  and  of  the  persons  Seizing  llie 

same,  and  of  being  further  condemned  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred 

livres.     We   order  the   Officers  commanding  the   said   posts 

to  have  searches^  perquisitions^  and  Seizures  effected  by  subK 

persons  as  they  may  select^  of  such  foreign  Brandy  and  goods^ 

and  to  have  minutes  thereof  drawn  up  and  Sent  to  us,  that 

Monsieur  The  Intendant  may  order  the  confiscation  of  the  said 

Brandy  and  goods,  And  the  fine  If  there  be  occasion  therefoff. 

Done  at  Quebec  the  Twenty  third  of  August^  one  thousand 

Seven  hundred  and  thirty  five. 

Beauhaenois 

hocquart 


1735:     DE  NOYELLE'S   EXPEDITION   AGAINST  THE   SAUK   AND 

FOXES 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Father  Luc  Francois  Nau,  Jesuit  mission- 
ary  at  the  Iroquois  mission  of  Sault  St  Louis,  dated  at  that  plact 
Oct.  2,  1735.    In  Je8,  Rel.,  Ixviii,  pp.  275-277.] 

The  Iroquois  of  Sault  St.  Louis  are  looked  upon  as  the  most 

Warlike  of  all  the  american  tribes ;  but  this  is  no  proof  of  their 
Valor.  Their  mode  of  warfare  is  but  stratagem  and  surprisa 
Their  encounters  are  mere  attempts  at  assassination.  They 
fight  bravely  then  only  when  they  know  that  the  sole  alternative 
lies  between  victory  or  death.  Our  people  have  a  war  on  their 
hands  this  long  time  with  A  Savage  tribe  called  the  renards. 
It  has  been  in  a  very  slight  degree  successful  through  the  im- 
possibility in  which  our  troops  are  of  ever  overtaking  Them  in 
BuflScient  numbers  to  destroy  Them.  Last  year  ninety  of  our 
young  men  joined  the  frenoh  expedition  against  the  renards; 
but  after  inconceivable  hardships  and  a  journey  of  more  than 
seven  hundred  leagues,  Their  guides  led  them  astray,  and  they 
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were  obliged  to  make  their  way  back  without  having  caught 
sight  of  The  enemy  save  in  one  instance.  A  party  of  twenty- 
three  savages,  nearly  all  of  our  mission,  and  seven  frenchmen 
had  somehow  become  separated  from  The  main  body  when  they 
found  themselves  suddenly  surrounded  by  a  war  party  of  two 
hundred  renards.  Our  men  would  have  been  destroyed,  had  it 
not  been  for  The  resolution  of  the  Iroquois  Captain.  "We  are 
all  dead  men,''  he  said,  "if  we  surrender.  There  is  no  help 
for  it;  we  have  to  sell  our  lives  as  dearly  as  we  can.  Let  us 
show  these  renards  that  we  are  Iroquois  and  frenchmen." 
IWhereupon  he  led  his  Warriors  to  the  attack.  The  enemy 
could  not  withstand  the  first  onslaught,  but  retreated  precipi- 
tately to  their  fort.  Thirty  renards  were  laid  low  and  ten 
taken  prisoners;  our  party  lost  but  two  frenchmen  and  one 
savage. 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  9,  1735. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 

Corresp.  gfin.,  vol.  63,  c.  11,  fol.  226."] 

MoNSEiGNETTB — I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  19th  of  April  last.  I  had 
the  honor  of  informing  you  by  my  despatch  of  the  I7th  of  June 
last  (which  I  sent  via  I'lsle  Eoyalle),  of  what  had  happened 
during  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle's  Canipaign,  and  of  the  conduct 
of  the  hurons  and  Poutouatamis  of  Detroit.  I  Append  hereto 
a  detailed  ionmal  sent  me  bv  that  Officer  in  which  von  will 
see,  Monseigneur,  that  the  slight  success  obtained  by  this  expe- 
dition (which  was  entirely  due  to  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
Savages)  is  confined  to  the  promise  given  by  the  Sakis  to  the 
Sieur  de  Noyelle  to  separate  from  the  Henards  and  to  return  to 
la  Baye,  in  accordance  with  the  word  that  I  sent  them  to  forget 
the  unfortunate  affair  that  had  occurred  there.  This,  Mon- 
seigneur, was  the  most  suitable  step  that  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle 
could  take  in  the  situation  in  which  his  party  found  itself  when 
it  reached  the  Eenards.  Had  this  affair  been  carried  out  as  it 
had  been  planned,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  have  sue- 
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oeeded  in  totally  deBtroying  them.  The  suooees  of  the  meas- 
ures I  had  taken  for  inflicting  the  punishment  they  deserve 
seemed  certain  but,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  Savages  of 
the  party  completely  refused  to  obey,  the  Outawacs  of  Missili- 
makinac — who  were  to  Join  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle  under  the 
Command  of  the  Sieur  de  Celoron  to  whom  I  had  sent  orders 
accordingly  with  a  convoy  of  Thirty  Nipissingues  and  Algon- 
kins  to  Join  the  French  and  Outawacs,  and  who  had,  more- 
over, come  expressly  to  ask  me  to  avenge  the  blow  struck  by  the 
Sakis  and  Benards  at  la  Baye — completely  changed  their  minds 
when  they  returned  home,  and  told  the  Sieur  de  Celoron  that 
they  did  not  wish  to  war  against  the  Sakis,  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  their  brothers;  that  their  thoughts  were  not  as  They 
had  told  me ;  and  finally  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Sakis 
should  be  granted  their  lives  on  condition  that  they  would  in- 
duce the  Renards  to  come  and  place  themselves  at  the  mercy  of 
their  Father  as  They  had  promised  Him;  that  they  begged 
him  to  forgive  the  Sakis;  that  for  Their  part  they  wished  to 
live  in  peace  and  to  hunt  for  the  subsistence  of  their  wives  and 
CSiildren.  This  Unexpected  change  in  the  Savages,  and  the 
conduct  of  Those  who  went  with  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle  proves 
how  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  minds  so  variable  and  so 
wanting  in  docility. 

The  ardor  they  displayed  at  first  and  the  particular  interest 
that  the  Outawacs  took  in  the  affair  of  la  Baye,  were  motives 
that  seemed  powerful  enough  to  prevent  any  change  taking  place 
in  these  savages ;  but  I  have  found  by  experience  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  bring  any  matter  to  a  conclusion  when  the  bands  of  Sav- 
ages are  superior  in  number  to  the  French.  This  Drawback, 
Monseigneur,  and  the  Insubordination  of  the  Savages  of  the 
party  that  followed  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle  against  the  Renards, 
compelled  that  officer  to  have  recourse  to  conciliatory  means 
with  the  Sakis,  as  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  subdue  them, 
and  he  had  no  Provisions.  Nevertheless  his  attitude  after  com- 
pelling the  Sakis  and  Benards  to  retire  into  their  fort,  and  the 
words  that  he  said  to  the  former  on  my  behalf  respecting  the 
pardon  that  I  granted  them  on  condition  that  they  separated 
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from  the  Benards,  did  not  betray  the  evil  plight  in  which  He 
was,  nor  that  his  forces  were  Inferior  to  Theirs.  The  Sakia^ 
after  firing  some  shots  asked  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and 
received  witti  much  satisfaction  the  word  that  I  sent  them  that  I 
was  willing  to  forgive  them  provided  they  separated  from  the 
Renards  and  returned  to  la  Baye.  '  They  replied  that  they  could 
not  start  at  once  owing  to  their  wounded,  but  they  promised  to 
proceed  to  the  Place  indicated  to  them  by  their  Father  as  soon 
as  they  could  separate  from  the  Renards,  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  threatened  to  eat  up  their  women  and  Children  if  they 
left  the  fort.  The  last  news  is  to  the  effect  that  a  party  of  400 
Missouris  and  Eanses^  had  attacked  the  Sakis  and  Renards, 
after  the  Sieur  do  N"oyelle's  withdrawal,  but  that  when  the  lat- 
ter left  the  fort  in  which  They  were,  the  former  pursued  Them 
into  The  prairies  where  They  did  not  venture  to  attack  them, 
and  they  returned  without  doing  anything.  It  is  also  stated 
that  the  Sakis  had  taken  advantage  of  their  defeat  by  the  Mis- 
Bouris  to  separate  from  the  Renards;  that  Thirty  had  with- 
drawn to  the  River  St  Joseph,  and  the  remainder  to  their  former 
Village  at  la  Baye.  This  news  was  brought  me  by  five  of  our 
settled  hurons  who,  after  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle's  retreat^  went 
among  the  Chicachas  from  whom  They  took  two  Scalps  as  well 
as  one  from  a  Renard.  It  is  true  that  this  news  may  require 
confirmation  as  it  comes  from  Savages  who  often  disseminate 
false  reports,  but  the  Interest  that  the  Sakis  have  in  separating 
from  a  nation  harassed  by  all  the  others  in  general,  and  Against 
whom  the  hatchet  of  all  the  Savages  is  lifted,  will  not  make  them 
hesitate,  I  think,  to  accept  the  proposal  made  to  them  on  my  be- 
half by  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle,  which  they  appeared  to  receive 
with  much  satisfaction.     As  to  the  Renards  it  is  not  known 


iThe  Missouri  and  Kansas  Indians  were  tribes  of  the  great  Siouan 
stock,  living  and  hunting  upon  the  rivers  to  which  their  names  have 
been  given.  The  former  were  powerful  and  numerous,  when  the 
French  first  encountered  them;  but  by  the  beginning  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury were  so  reduced  by  smallpox  and  the  Sauk  and  Fox  wars  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  unite  with  the  Oto,  by  whom  they  were  treated 
as  inferiors. — En. 
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what  decision  They  have  taken  nor  the  place  they  have  selected 
for  their  retreat.  It  is  certain  that  they  can  find  no  asylum 
amonir  any  nation  either  in  the  Mississipi  country  or  in  this. 
The  Ayowais  to  whom  They  looked  for  help  have  taken  a  scalp 
from  them.  Thus  There  is  reason  to  presume  that  when  ]eft 
to  the  mercy  of  all  the  Savages,  this  nation  will  be  completely 
exterminated  without  its  being  necessary  to  incur  any  other 
expense  than  that  occasioned  by  the  Parties  sent  against  those 
Savages,  which  were  absohitely  needed  to  make  the  French  name 
respected  among  the  savages.  Though  the  expedition  of  the 
Sieur  de  Noyelle  has  not  succeeded  for  the  reasons  that  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  explaining  to  yon,  his  brilliant  action  has  pro- 
duced a  very  good  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  savages  who  adifiit 
that  the  courage  of  the  French  is  able  to  overcome  every  obstacle^ 
and  that  they  would  seek  the  enemy  at  the  extremity  of  the 
world.  Moreover  if  the  Sakis  have  separated  from  the  Renards 
and  are  at  la  Baye  and  the  River  St  Joseph,  as  we  have  Reason 
to  believe,  this  is  what  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle  had  orders  to  carry 
out,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with  what  you  did  me  the  honor  .of 
writing  to  me  to  employ  conciliatory  means  if  possible  to  induce 
them  to  leave  the  Renards.  Had  he  been  compelled  to  use  force, 
it  would  have  been  all  the  more  dangerous  that  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  alliance  of  the  Sakis  with  the 
majority  of  the  savages  of  the  Upper  Country  would  have 
kindled  a  war  that  would  have  been  difficult  to  stop,  and  that 
would  have  greatly  disturbed  trade  at  the  posts,  and  have  caused 
great  injury  to  the  Colony. 

Such,  Monseigneur,  is  all  the  information  that  I  can  give 
you  respecting  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle's  expedition.  I  hope  next 
year  to  be  in  a  position  to  tell  you  of  the  various  attacks  that 
will  be  made  against  the  remnant  of  the  Renards  both  by  the 
nations  of  the  Mississipi  and  by  the  Savages  of  this  Country.  I 
have  urged  them  all  to  do  so  and  They  seem  disposed  to  extermi- 
nate the  race.  I  shall  take  care  to  reward  the  Chiefs  of  the 
bands  that  may  go  there  by  honorable  presents  which,  neverthe- 
less, will  not  be  costly.  But  whose  value  I  shall  cause  to  be 
appreciated,  and  which  will  stimulate  the  ardor  and  emulation 
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of  alL  This,  Monfieigneur,  is  at  present  the  only  means  to  be 
adopted  to  utterly  destroy  this  nation  which,  from  all  appear- 
ances, is  now  wandering  about  and  cannot  cause  much  trouble 
to  the  posts  of  the  upper  Country  owing  to  its.  dread  of  all  the 
other  nations. 

I  have  observed,  Monseigneur,  what  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  write  me  in  the  King's  memorial  with  r^ard  to  the  Chicachas. 
I  have  received  no  letter  this  year  from  Monsieur  de  Bienville, 
but  Monsieur  Dartaguiette  has  written  me  that  the  Pianguichias 
liave  brought  in  ten  slaves  of  that  nation,  two  men's  Scalps  and 
one  of  a  woman ;  that  the  Chactas  had  taken  295  men's  scalps 
without  counting  the  Slaves ;  and  that  several  nations  bad  gone 
to  attack  Them.  He  adds  that  the  Natchez  have  separated  from 
Them,  for  Fear  that  they  might  surrender  them  to  the  French 
to  secure  peace;  that  one  half  liad  gone  to  Carolina  and  The 
other  to  Louischitas.*  His  Majesty  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall,  as  far  as  may  be  in  My  power,  urge  the  nations  of  this 
country  to  harass  the  Chicachas,  and  to  unite  with  those  of  the 
Mississipi.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  Mon- 
seigneur, in  one  of  my  despatches  that  forty  or  Fifty  of  our 
Settled  Iroquois  had  gone  thither.  The  Hurons  who  abandoned 
the  Sieur  De  Noyelles  and  who  set  out  to  Join  him  when  they 
recognized  their  error,  were  also  to  go  and  attack  that  nation. 
The  Miamis  and  the  Ouyatanons  have  also  raised  some  bands. 
And  as  the  destruction  of  the  remnant  of  the  Eenards  will  not 
be  the  sole  object  of  the  savages,  especially  if  the  news  of  the 
Sakis'  Return  l)c  true,  I  shall  continue  to  incite  the  Savages  to 
create  a  diversion  and  to  attack  both  the  Chicachas  and  the 


1  After  the  unfortunate  affair  with  the  Natchez  at  Fort  RosaUe  in 
1729,  and  the  punishment  inflicted  on  that  nation  by  Perier  in  1731, 
the  remainder  of  the  Natchez  took  refuge  with  the  Chickasaw,  upon 
whom  the  French  began  a  war  lasting  several  years,  as  disastrous 
for  Louisiana  as  the  Fox  wars  were  for  Upper  Canada.  The  Choctaw 
acted  as  French  allies,  but  in  a  half-hearted  fashion,  little  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  Louischita  or  Ouischitas  was  the  Washita  or  Black 
River  of  Louisiana,  where  the  Natchez  fortified  themselves  near  the 
present  Trinity,  Catahoula  Parish,  La. — Ed. 
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Benards.  Moreoyer  the  small  number  that  remains  of  the  lat- 
ter cannot  occupy  the  attention  of  all  of  them  for  very  long. 

The  Poutewatamis  have  avenged  the  blow  struck  at  Them  by 
the  Outawacs  of  Saginau.^  They  had  met  five  of  Them,  but 
They  sent  back  the  two  others  whom  They  told  to  say  to  their  Na- 
tion that  they  were  avenged  as  they  had  returned  blow  for  blow. 
The  Outawacs  sent  me  a  word  to  beg  me  to  restore  peace  between 
them  and  to  say  that  they  would  abide  by  what  I  told  thenu 
I  therefore  gave  orders  to  the  Commandants  of  those  places  to 
completely  quiet  the  matter.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  have 
any  other  Consequences,  for  these  two  Nations  seem  to  be  mu- 
tually satisfied,  and  moreover  that  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Savages  put  an  end  to  their  disputes. 

I  have  received,  Monseigneur,  the  Twenty  four  Medals  that 
TTis  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  orders  to  send  me.  I 
yenture  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  comply  with  what  he  pre- 
scribes in  connection  with  the  manner  in  which  I  am  to  dis- 
tribute them  and  that  I  shall  give  them  only  to  the  Chiefs  of 
bands  who  will  have  deserved  them  by  important  services. 

I  Remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Bjsauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  9th,  1735. 


L Enclosure  in  the  above.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but 
fol.  236.] 

Copy  of  the  Relation  of  the  Journey  of  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle 
Commanding  the  War-Party  against  the  Renards  and  Sakis, 
sent  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bea^amois. 

Monsieur — As  I  have  already  reported  my  march  to  you 
from  the  time  of  my  departure  Until  my  arrival  among  the 
Oiiyatanons,^  I  have  the  honor  to  send  You  the  account  of  what 


1  Saginaw  Bay,  Mich. — ^Ed. 

2  For  the  French  post  among  the  Ouiatanon  see  ante,  p.  131. — E3d. 
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occurred  after  the  2nd  of  January,  when  I  left  that  place,  Down 
to  the  poreeent  date,  the  28rd  of  April. 

When  I  arrived  among  the  Ouyatanons,  I  went  to  see  several 
KikapoTis  who  were  Six  Leagues  from  there,  and  asked  them 
where  the  Renards  might  be  found.  They  replied,  laying  a  red 
calumet  at  my  feet:  "They  are  in  that  direction"  (turning 
round)  ;  That  if  I  wished  to  obtain  more  positive  Information 
about  them  I  had  only  to  go  to  Masanne;  that  I  would  find  their 
principal  village  there  and  their  People  knew  where  the 
Benards  dwelt  When  I  went  to  Them  they  told  me  that  the 
Henards  were  not  far  away  and  that  they  would  take  me  to  thenu 
This,  Monsieur,  was  at  the  time  when  the  Hurons  and  Iroquoia 
began  to  give  me  Trouble  notwithstanding  all  my  complaisance 
toward  Them,  and  all  the  promises  they  had  made  me  to  listen 
to  your  word  of  which  I  was  the  Iwarer.  They  told  me  that  they 
wanted  to  go  and  eat  up  six  cabins  of  Sakis  who  had  taken 
refuge  at  the  River  St  Joseph.  I  gave  them  to  understand  that 
your  intention,  Monsieur,  was  not  to  strike  the  Sakis  if  they 
asked  for  their  lives,  and  if  they  wished  to  unite  with  Us  by 
delivering  up  the  Eenards ;  that  most  of  the  Nations  who  are 
allied  with  them  had  asked  us  for  their  pardon  on  that  condi- 
tion; That  if  they  \vent  to  Kill  People  who  had  taken  refuge 
among  the  French  in  order  not  to  be  included  in  the  number 
of  the  Rebels,  it  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  in  the  upper  CJoun- 
tries,  and  would  deprive  all  the  Nations  of  the  confidence  that 
they  have  in  Us.  All  these  discourses,  Monsieur,  were  of  no 
avail.  Seventy  Iluroiis  started  with  ten  Pouteoliataiuis  of  De- 
troit, saying  to  me  that  they  wished  to  eat  up  those  six  cabinsw 
I  know  not  what  they  have  done  in  connection  with  this.  You 
Perceive,  Monsieur,  how  this  Action  weakened  our  forces. 

I  found  among  the  Kikapous  a  Missoury  chief  who  was  about 
to  return.  I  presented  him  with  gifts  and  recommended  Him 
to  inform  his  Nation  of  our  march.  I  gave  Him  a  letter  for 
the  Commandant  of  the  post,  in  which  I  begged  him  to  urge  the 
Savages  of  his  post  to  march  and  join  me,  and  to  forward 
another  letter  that  I  wrote  to  Monsieur  Dartaguiette  whom  I 
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had  already  informed  of  my  march  When  I  left  the  Ouyatanons. 
I  had  resolved^  Monsieur,  after  holding  a  Council  with  the 
French  and  the  savages,  to  pass  by  the  Ilinois  as  I  had  received 
no  news  from  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  although  this  took  me  a 
good  deal  out  of  my  way.  But  having  been  detained  by  the 
ice  for  22  Days ;  being  moreover  without  Provisions  And  unable 
to  obtain  any  from  anywhere,  I  was  compelled  to  take  the  route 
that  I  followed.  When  I  left  the  Kikapous,  I  detached  the 
Sieurs  de  la  Perade  and  St  Ours^  with  several  Iroquois  and 
Kikapous  to  reconnoitre.  They  caputred  five  Sakis  (one  of 
whom  was  a  chief).  There  was  a  Benard  with  Them  who 
escaped.  They  ran  after  TTim,  calling  out  in  the  Ilinois  tongue 
80  that  he  might  say  in  his  village  that  he  had  been  pursued  by 
Ilinois.  The  Prisoners  told  me  that  they  were  proceeding  to 
the  Biver  St  Joseph  to  speak  to  their  People  and  ascertain 
whether  it  was  true  that  their  Father  Onontio  intended  to  grant 
them  their  lives ;  that  they  had  been  assured  of  this  by  a  Nepis- 
sing  with  the  Chat  blanc,*  their  chief,  who  had  come  to  Them 
and  had  gono  to  the  Scioux  to  ask  Monsieur  de  St  Pierre* 
whether  They  could  trust  that  news.  They  told  me  that  the 
Benards  were  no  longer  at  la  Pomme  de  Cigne  and  that  they 
had  withdrawn  to  the  Riviere  sans  fourche.*     I  have  the  honor 


1  Charles  Francois  Xavler  Tarleu,  Sieur  de  la  Parade,  de  la  Nau- 
di^re,  was  born  In  1710.  In  1743  he  married  Genevieve  Deschamps, 
daughter  of  Boishfibert.  He  was  ensign,  1724-41;  lieutenant,  1742; 
captain,  1750.  In  1747  he  commanded  at  the  Ouiatanon  post,  and  served 
at  the  siege  of  Quebec  in  1759.  He  went  to  France  after  the  capitu- 
lation of  Quebec;  but  returned  in  1763,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
first  legislative  council  under  English  domination  in  1775,  dying  the 
same  year.  One  of  his  sons  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Monongahela, 
1755.  St.  Ours  was  either  a  son  or  nephew  of  Deschaillons,  ensign 
In  1733,  lieutenant  in  1744,  and  captain  in  1748.  If  the  son  of  Des- 
chaillons, he  was  later  the  brother-in-law  of  Parade,  marrying  Char- 
lotte Deschamps  in  1745. — Eo. 

2  For  account  of  this  noted  chief  who  lived  at  St.  Joseph,  and  his 
•embassy  to  the  Illinois,  see  Wis,  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  448,  453-463. — Ed. 

8  St.  Pierre  was  commandant  of  Fort  Beauhamois,  1734-37. — E3d. 
*La  Pomme  de  Cigne,  or  "swan-apple,"  is  the  French  form  of  the 
Indian  name  for  the  Wapsipinicon  River,  so  called  from  a  species  of 
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to  assure  you,  Monsieur,  that  without  the  Prisoners,  we  should 
never  have  seen  the  Ronards,  because  none  of  our  savages  knew 
what  part  of  the  Country  They  were  in,  And  beoauae  the  Xioksr 
pons  their  allies  who  had  Followed  me  to  the  number  of  40  had 
caused  TTs  to  lengthen  our  journey  so  that  we  had  our  backs 
turned  to  them.  Our  Savages  perceived  this  and  warned  me. 
I  caused  the  Prisoners  to  be  told  that  if  they  did  not  lead  me 
straight  to  the  Renards,  I  would  have  them  tied  to  the  Stake  to 
be  burned. 

We  crossed  the  Mississipy.  I  told  the  Iroquois  that  we  must 
procure  provisions.  The  Prisoners  thought  the  same  because 
the  BuflFalo  were  moving  away  and  we  ran  the  risk  of  under- 
going a  long  fast.  Our  savages  would  not  load  themselves  with 
dried  meat  so  that  they  might  advance  better,  for  they  thought 
that  they  were  close  to  the  Enemy.  On  the  following  day,  we 
began  to  take  only  one  meal  per  Day — and  a  very  inferior  one  at 
that.  On  the  12th  of  March,  we  reached  the  Eenards'  fort 
where  we  found  Nobody,  and  we  were  kept  there  by  the  intense 
cold  without  any  food  for  two  Days.  I  sent  out  a  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  who  reported  that  they  had  seen  four  recent  Camping- 
grounds  and  had  followed  the  tracks.  Two  Days  afterward 
They  came  to  tell  me  that  they  had  seen  smoke.  I  sent  them 
back  to  make  sure  that  they  had  not  been  deceived.  They 
assured  me  that  the  Report  was  true.  We  marched  during  a 
portion  of  the  night  and  crossed  several  Rivers  with  the  Water 
Up  to  our  Waists.  We  stationed  ourselves  behind  a  hill  while 
waiting  for  Daylight,  wrapped  up  in  our  robes,  greatly  fatigued, 
wet  through,  and  very  hungry.  At  Daybreak  we  reached  a 
Wood  bordering  on  a  River.  The  Savap^es  who  wished  to  have 
the  glory  of  arriving  first  and  of  attacking  these  four  Cabins 


roots  that  grow  plentifully  on  its  banks.  The  "river  without  a  fork" 
(RiviSre  sans  fourche)  is  the  Des  Moines,  as  is  evident  from  the  suc- 
ceeding document.  This  river  called  the  Moingona,  from  an  Indian 
tribe  of  that  name  found  near  it  by  the  explorers  of  the  17th  century, 
is  prominent  on  early  maps,  where  it  is  laid  down  with  a  straight 
course,  without  aflBuents,  and  frequently  identified  with  Lahontan's 
"RlviSre  Longue." — Ed. 
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made  Us  run  four  or  five  Leagues  as  fast  as  we  could.  They 
"Were  greatly  surprised  on  seeing  55  cabins  on  the  other  side  of 
a  very  wide  and  rapid  River  full  of  floating  ice.  The  son  of 
Nontagarouche,  the  war-Chief  of  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains 
told  me  that  we  must  All  swim  across.  I  replied  that  this  was 
imprudent  And  that  it  was  Impossible  to  cross  such  a  Biver 
while  the  cold  was  so  great;  That  Many  of  the  French  and  even 
of  their  own  People  might  be  unable  to  swim  and  moreover  that 
they  would  wet  their  arms  and  ammunition;  That  as  only  60 
men  of  ours,  both  French  and  Savages,  had  arrived,  for  All 
Their  people  were  scattered  on  all  sides  thinking  they  would 
find  only  these  four  cabins  whose  tracks  we  had  followed,  it 
would  be  more  advisable  (as  we  had  not  yet  been  discovered)  to 
reassemble  and  go  higher  up  where  we  would  construct  Hafts 
at  the  most  suitable  point  for  crossing,  And  then  we  should  be  in 
a  position  to  attack  the  Enemy  with  our  arms  in  our  hands; 
While,  by  following  his  Advice,  the  Enemies  would  be  able  to 
kill  us  as  fast  as  we  Landed,  even  supposing  that  we  should  be 
able  to  cross.  He  replied  that  I  was  not  a  man.  I  could  not. 
Monsieur,  restrain  my  anger  nor  help  saying  to  Him :  "Dog  If 
thou  art  so  brave,  swim  over  and  let  us  See  what  Thou  wilt  do.'' 
He  did  not  answer  me.  I  requested  him  to  send  some  of  his 
People  to  meet  Those  who  were  left  behind.  All  was  in  vain. 
He  left  me  with  several  French  who  were  with  Me  and  he  took 
away  his  band  consisting  of  about  40  men.  When  we  had 
marched  nearly  a  league  we  heard  Death-cries  and  we  saw  one 
of  our  Savages  who  made  signs  to  us  that  our  People  were 
fighting.  We  ran  toward  this  man  as  fast  as  we  could  and  he 
told  us  that  one  of  our  French  was  wounded.  I  followed  the 
tracks  of  my  people  to  gather  them  together.  I  found  several 
who  were  crossing  the  Eiver  at  its  greatest  width  by  means  of 
a  jam  of  drift-wood  and  of  two  large  logs  that  the  Eenards  had 
arranged  to  enable  them  to  cross  and  re-cross  the  Eiver  when 
they  went  to  hunt.  We  passed  over  the  River  like  the  others 
and  went  to  the  Cabins  where  we  found  Nobody  as  The  Enemy 
had  withdrawn  to  place  their  women  and  Children  in  safety. 
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Seven  French  and  23  Savages  who  were  the  first  to  arrive  found 
themsolvos  faoo  to  face  with  the  Enemy.     A  Savage  chief  from 
Saiilt  St  Louis,  named  Onorakingniak,  called  out:  "My  French 
and  Indian  brothers,  we  are  dead  men,  but  we  must  sell  our 
Hvcfl  vovy  dearly  and  not  let  ourselves  be  captured."    Ttej 
fought  so  fiercely  that  they  pushed  the  Enemy  back  into  dM 
Wood  where  They  had  taken  refuge.     When  the  latter  saw  onlj 
80  men.  They  retraced  their  steps  and  tried  to  surround  them 
so  as  to  take  them  prisoners.     Our  people  perceived  this  and 
fell  back,  fighting  all  the  time.     On  this  occasion  the  Sieur  de 
Croisille^  received  the  wound  from  which  He  died.     When  I 
arrived  with  the  Sieurs  de  Lignery,  Chevalier  de  Chaillon  and 
Chabert,^  a  chief  from  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains,  several  of  ns 
French  and  Savages,  marched  upon  the  liiemy  to  surroand 
them.     One  of  the  30  men  came  to  report  their  situation  to  w 
I  at  once  sent  All  Who  were  with  Me  to  their  assistance^  and 
told  them  that  I  would  join  them  as  soon  as  the  main  body  of 
the  party  which  I  expected  should  arrive.     I  started  about  half 
an  hour  afterward  with  the  Sieurs  de  la  Perade  and  St  Ouia, 
several  French  and  savages.     I  dispersed  Those  who  were  witl 
Me,  some  to  the  right  and  some  to  the  left,  to  attack  the  Enemy. 
On  my  side  I  surroimded  seven  against  whom  two  shots  "^n 
fired.     I  learned  at  that  time  that  the  Sieur  Chabert  was  mcff- 
tally  woimded.     About  two  hours  afterward  they  called  out  to 
mo  that  the  EneiDv  wore  .croing  toward  the  Wounded  to  scalp 
them  and  this  was  where  the  Eeserve  body  was  posted.    This 
compelled  me  to  decide  to  tell  our  People,  as  night  was  approach- 
ing, to  fall  back  and  seek  a  place  where  we  could  fortify  om^ 
selves,  secure  protection  for  the  wounded,  and  defend  ourselves 
against  the  Enemy  who  were  Superior  in  numbers  and  quite 
fresh.     I  feared  Avith  reason,  tliat  the  Kikapous  might  side 
with  the  stronger,  for  I  saw  them  On  an  Eminence  and  they 


1  Sieur  de  Croissele  was  a  nephew  of  Pierre  le  Gardeur  de  R^ 
pentigny,  the  e'.der,  and  cousin  of  the  one  who  was  killed  at  La  Bay« 
In  1733.— En. 

2  A  relative  of  De  Joncaire,  for  whom  see  ante.  p.  US. — ^Ed. 
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looked  upon  us  as  beaten.  It  was  very  difficult  for  us  to  fortify 
ourselves  on  a  prairie,  as  the  Enemy  had  seized  the  Only  Ijgland 
at  that  place  on  which  their  women  and  Children  had  made  a 
fort  while  they  were  fighting.  Through  lack  of  wood,  I  was 
obliged  to  divide  my  people  into  two  bands,  and  while  I  was 
endeavoring  to  fortify  myself  I  detached  50  men  both  French 
and  savages  to  fire  on  the  Enemies^  fort  and  keep  them  from 
attacking  us,  while  we  worked. 

On  the  Following  morning  the  Iroquois  asked  me  to  go  to 
Them  to  hold  a  Council  respecting  what  was  to  be  done.  I  went 
without  any  hesitation  to  see  them.  They  told  me  that  they  had 
with  Them  a  Savage  who  could  speak  every  language  (this  was 
one  Beauvais,  a  half  breed  residing  at  Sault  St  Louis)  who 
had  conversed  throughout  the  night  with  the  Sakis  Chief  and 
with  one  of  the  Renards  who  had  been  captured  in  the  fight. 
As  soon  as  I  arrived  I  saw  a  Kikapous  who  had  married  among 
the  Eenards,  enter  with  a  white  flag;  he  said  that  we  had 
called  out  to  them  to  come,  and  that  he  came  to  see  what  was 
wanted  and  to  listen.  I  said  everything  I  oould  to  Him  to 
induce  the  Sakis  to  abandon  the  Renards  and  return  to  la  Baye. 
He  replied  that  if  we  really  meant  what  we  said  we  should  give 
up  one  of  their  people  who  was  a  prisoner.  The  Iroquois  told 
me  that  we  must  send  their  Chief  back  to  them  and  that  this 
would  induce  them  to  come  out  of  their  fort  and  to  abandon  the 
Renards.  I  consented  and  this  Same  CSiief  returned  with 
presents  and  porcelain  beads  and  informed  me  that  if  we  had 
not  attacked  Them  and  if  our  party  consisted  solely  of  French 
they  would  not  have  hesitated  to  surrender,  but  that,  as  the 
French  were  not  Superior  in  numbers  to  the  Iroquois  to  be  able 
to  control  them,  They  had  every  reason  to  fear  that  when  they 
were  separated  from  the  Renards  and  at  a  distance,  the  Iro- 
quois would  piit  them  in  the  Kettle;  That  nevertheless  on  the 
word  of  the  French  They  would  come  out  whenever  we  liked.  I 
said  to  Him:  "Thou  mayest  come  forth  in  the  Daytime  and 
fear  nothing,  because  if  the  Iroquois  wished  to  act  treacherously 
toward  thee,  I  would  oppose  it  and  although  we  are  but  few  they 
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wonld  not  play  -with  Us/'  He  represented  to  me  that  it  waa 
very  late,  that  the  women  and  Children  had  not  had  time  to 
oamp,  and  that  it  was  too  oold.  On  the  following  day  the 
other  Sakis  Chiefs  sent  me  word  that  they  could  not  come  out, 
because  the  Eenards  had  said  to  them:  "IK^  that  ye  are,  if 
you  abandon  us,  we  will  eat  your  women  and  Children  as  soon  as 
you  have  gone  out.  We  will  then  fight  against  you  and  after- 
ward against  the  French." 

The  Sakis  sent  me  a  Young  saulteur  with  two  of  his  Sisters, 
and  an  Hinois  woman  whom  they  had  captured  last  autumn; 
and  T  sent  them  in  exohan^re  a  Yoimg  Saki  whom  I  had  with 
me. 

For  four  Days,  Monsieur,  our  Party  had  had  nothing  to  eat 
but  12  Dogs  fiind  a  Horse  that  was  killed  at  night  near  the 
Benards^  fort.  Several  Soldiers  were  obliged  to  eat  their 
mocassins.  They  All  asked  me  to  lead  them  to  the  assault. 
When  I  saw  that  we  were  suffering  from  hunger  and  had  no 
hope  of  obtaining  provisions,  I  proposed  to  the  Iroquois  to  send 
some  of  their  People  to  hunt  for  our  subsistence  and  enable  us 
to  attack  the  Enemy  again.  They  replied  blusteringly  (as  you 
will  see)  that  we  must  Fast  and  work  four  or  five  Days  more. 
They  afterward  asked  me  to  let  them  go  away.  I  can  positively 
assure  you.  Monsieur,  that  they  needed  food  as  much  as  We  did, 
And  as  we  could  not  hold  out  any  longer,  I  sent  a  collar  to  the 
Sakis  to  convince  them  that  their  Father  had  instructed  me  to 
tell  them  that  he  would  grant  them  their  lives  on  condition  that 
they  would  abandon  the  Renards,  As  they  had  previously  prom- 
ised Him,  and  return  to  la  Baye.  They  promised  me  that  they 
would  do  so. 

In  this  encounter  we  lost  two  French  and  one  Huron ;  four 
or  five  savages  were  wounded.  The  Enemy  had  30  men  Killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.  I  proceeded,  Monsieur,  to  Mon- 
sieur Dartaguiette's  post  to  march  against  the  Chicachas 
according  to  your  orders.  Nearly  All  our  Savages  left  me  and 
went  on  the  war-path  in  one  direction  or  another.     Most  of 

them  told  me  that  they  wished  to  return  home  to  provide  for  the 
fubsistence  of  their  families. 
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MonBieur  Dartaguiette  asked  me  whether  I  would  go  back, 
aajing  that  a  party  of  400  Missouris  and  Kansas  with  several 
Frenchmen  was  about  to  march  Against  the  Benards  and  Sakis ; 
that  we  might  imite  our  forces  and  destroy  them ;  and  that  he 
would  give  me  food  and  men.  I  said  that  I  was  quite  ready 
to  march  if  he  would  take  upon  Himself  the  responsibility  of  the 
expense  that  this  new  war  would  cost  He  replied  that  he 
would  take  no  responsibility.  I  did  not  venture,  Monsieur,  to 
take  it  on  Myself  in  view  of  the  imcertainty  of  success.  ^Neither 
oould  I  march  against  the  Chicachas  on  account  of  the  band  that 
the  Missouris  had  levied  against  the  Renards  and  the  defection 
of  our  savages.  I  have  nothing.  Monsieur,  wherewith  to  reproach 
myself  and  I  venture  to  hope  that  you  will  not  address  any 
reproaches  to  me  when  I  have  done  my  best  You  would  hardly 
believe  all  that  I  have  been  through,  and  the  fatigues  I  have 
endured.  I  would  count  them  as  nothing,  had  I  succeeded. 
The  savages  Are  the  Sole  Cause  of  our  ill  success  and  They  could 
not  help  admitting  to  me  that  Nontagarouche  had  made  us 
miss  our  opportunity. 

I  take  the  liberty.  Monsieur,  of  representing  to  you  that  on 
expeditions  of  this  kind  It  is  necessary  that  the  French  should 
be  stronger  than  the  Savages  so  as  to  be  able  to  dominate  them ; 
otherwise  They  dominate  us,  and  I  have  experienced  this  only 
too  well,  notwithstanding  my  complaisance  and  attention  to 
Them.  There  was  one  from  the  Sault  who  was  bold  enough 
to  beat  one  of  our  Soldiers  in  my  presence.  I  pretended  to 
turn  my  head  away  as  if  I  had  not  seen  it,  for  we  expected 
every  Day  to  be  abandoned  by  those  people  at  the  first  word 
that  we  might  say  to  them. 

The  Kikapou  who  was  married  among  the  Eenards,  and  who 
followed  Those  who  were  vnth  Me  was  shot  dead  two  leagues 
from  the  Benards  by  an  Iroquois  who  scalped  Him  in  my 
presence.  Never  were  Savages  more  surprised.  They  trem- 
bled like  leaves,  for  they  dreaded,  with  reason,  that  they  might 
All  meet  the  same  fate  for  the  Iroquois  said :  'We  have  come 
to  seek  Enemies;  here  are  some  already  found  since  by  their 

conduct  they  are  as  much  Eenards  as  the  others.'' 
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[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Kinister,  dated  October  26,  1735, 
enclosing  a  letter  to  the  comptroller-general  of  finance.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  64,  c  11,  fol.  159.] 

MoNSBiGNEUBi — I  take  the  liberty  of  placing  under  Tour 
[eyee]  The  letter  that  I  write  to  Monsieur  the  Comptroller  gen- 
eral of  finance.  In  answer  to  That  which  he  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  respecting  the  Trade  of  the  Company  of  the 
Indies.^  As  he  asks  me  for  Information  respecting  the  Sieur 
Desnoyelles's  Campaign  because  it  affects  the  hunting  of 
Beaver,  I  have  thought^  subject  to  your  good  pleasure,  that  I 
could  not  avoid  entering  into  some  details  with  him.  My 
Letter  to  Monsieur  the  Comptroller-general  is  not  sealed. 

I  remain  etc. 

HOOQUABT 


[Bnclosure  in  the  above.] 

At  QuEBKC  the  26th  of  October,  1735.> 

MoKSBiGNBUB — I  havc  received  the  letter  that  You  did  me 
The  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  10th  of  March  last 

The  receipts  from  Beaver  skins  have  been  considerable  this 
year,  notwithstanding  the  Troubles  And  the  war  expeditions 
in  the  upper  Country,  because  The  Post  among  the  scioux  and 
the  new  posts  Established  for  the  discovery  of  the  Sea  of  The 
west  have  secured  nearly  100  thousand  very  good  skins.  The 
total  receipts  amounted  to  178  thousand  livres 


iThis  was  the  famous  speculative  concern  known  first  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi Company,  formed  by  Law  in  1717.  In  1719  it  was  reorgan- 
ized under  this  title.  The  company  retroceded  Louisiana  to  the  King 
in  1731,  but  retained  commercial  rights  in  the  colonies.  About  this 
time  the  company  began  its  famous  career  in  India.  It  went  into 
liquidation  in  1770.— Ed. 

2Note  on  the  original  MS.:  "L.  P.  'Le  President'  of  the  Council  ot 
the  Marine  to  Monsieur  The  Comptroller  general.  Accounts  for 
the  number  of  Beaver  skins  received.  Of  the  Campaign  of  Monsieur 
des  Noyelles,  relative  to  the  interests  of  the  Company  of  the  Indies. 
Beaver  to  Be  replaced  on  the  same  footing  as  before  the  ordinance 
of  the  4th  of  January,  1733.  Note:  After  the  present  letter  is  That 
forwarding  the  same  to  the  minister." 
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Monsieur  Des  noyelles  left  Montreal  in  the  month  of  AngoBt 
1784,  witii  80  French  and  about  180  of  our  settled  savages  to 
pursue  the  Sakis  and  Kenards.  He  took  with  him  on  his  way, 
both  at  Detroit  and  at  the  Ouiatanons,  about  100  hurons  and 
Poutouatamis.  After  7  months'  journey  both  by  water  and  by 
land,  he  arrived  on  the  bank  of  the  Bdver  Mongona  [Des 
Moines]  60  Leagues  from  the  spot  where  that  Biver  falls  into 
the  Mississipi,^  to  which  place  they  had  been  guided  by  40 
Kikapoux.  The  savages  and  French  set  to  work  to  cross  The 
Biver  to  fall  on  what  they  took  for  4  Cabins  of  Benards  whose 
Gamping  places  they  had  traced.  But  when  27  savages  and  8 
French  had  crossed  that  Biver  before  the  main  body  of  The 
little  army  had  assembled,  and  as  they  were  about  to  mah, 
hatchet  in  hand,  on  those  4  cabins,  they  found  themselves  sur- 
rounded by  nearly  250  Sakis  and  Benards  who  formed  55  Cab- 
ins, and  against  whom  these  80  men  fought  so  well  that  they 
compelled  them  to  fall  back  and  to  retire  into  a  fort  built  by  the 
women  And  Children  while  the  Warriors  were  fighting;  so 
that  when  the  main  body  of  our  small  army  made  its  appear- 
ance The  enemy  had  retreated,  and  the  Sakis  asked  Monsieur 
Desnoyelles  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  in  order  to  hold  a 
parley.  That  officer  who  had  been  ordered  to  use  naught  but 
conciliatory  means  to  detach  the  Sakis  from  the  Benards,  had 
recourse  to  the  same  and  without  letting  them  know  the  sorry 
Plight  of  his  army,  which  consisted  only  of  240  men — for  The 
Hurons  had  left  at  Ouiatanons,  and  moreover  they  had  no 
provisions  to  allow  of  their  sustaining  a  si^a  He  neverthe- 
less spoke  to  the  Sakis  as  a  superior.  And  told  them  that  their 
father  had  sent  him  solely  to  tell  them  that  he  would  forgive 
them  for  the  affair  at  la  Baye  on  condition  that  they  separated 
from  the  Benards  and  returned  to  kindle  at  that  spot  the  fire 
that  they  had  abandoned.  These  savages  received  the  Sieur 
Desnoyelles's  message  with  much  satisfaction,  and  replied  to 
him  that,  on  account  of  the  men  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 


1  Probably    In    the    vicinity    of    the    present    city    of    Des    Moines, 
Iowa.— 'Ed. 
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ildiinish  with  our  30  men,  they  were  unable  to  follow  him  but 
that  he  might  assure  their  father  that  they  would  return  to 
their  old  village  as  soon  as  they  could.  5  of  our  Settled  hurons 
who  had  been  on  the  war-path  against  the  Ghicachas  have  re- 
ported that  30  of  These  Sakis  were  at  the  River  St  Joseph, 
and. the  remainder  at  la  Baye.  This  news  lacks  confirmation; 
But  if  It  be  true,  tranquillity  will  be  restored  in  the  Poets,  and 
the  remnant  of  the  Eenards  who  are  said  to  be  wandering  about 
in  the  regions  of  the  Mississipi  will  gradually  be  destroyed  and 
will  not  give  our  savages  enough  occupation  to  keep  them  from 
hunting.  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  more  particularly 
about  this  next  year.  Moreover,  as  r^ards  the  sieur  Desnoy- 
elles's  Campaign,  I  cannot  better  describe  to  You  the  fatigues 
and  the  hardships  that  the  long  journey  on  foot  and  hunger 
caused  him  and  the  party  under  his  command  to  endure,  than 
to  say  that  I  am  surprised  that  Frenchmen  should  have  been 
able  to  undergo  them.  In  the  skirmish  that  took  place  on  the 
19th  of  April  last,  we  lost  two  French  and  one  savage.  The 
enemy  had  30  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  Had  not 
the  Hurons  abandoned  Monsieur  Desnoyelles  and  had  the 
Oiitawacs  of  Missilimakinac  been  able  to  join  him,  there  would 
no  longer  be  any  question  of  the  Renards  at  present.  No  other 
reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  defection  of  The  hurons  except 
their  spirit  of  independence,  in  spite  of  their  attachment  for 
the  French;  And  the  desire  they  had  to  fro  and  eat — thus  they 
speak — other  Sakis  Established  at  River  St.  Joseph  who  are 
attached  to  us,  but  who  displeased  the  Hurons  merely  because 
they  bear  the  name  of  Sakis.  It  required  all  the  wisdom  and 
all  the  prudence  of  the  sieur  Demuy,  the  officer  Commanding 
at  the  "River  St  Joseph,  to  restrain  the  hurons  and  prevent 
them  from  attaekini^  Those  Sakis.  That  the  Campaign  met 
with  no  better  success  did  not  depend  upon  the  sieur  Desnoy- 
elles. This  expedition  has  in  any  case  shown  the  savages.  And 
they  have  acknowledged  it,  that  the  French  are  as  capable  as 
they  of  undertaking  Marches  and  of  seeking  The  enemy  at  the 
extremities  of  the  Cblony. 

The  Company  of  the  Indies  has  done  well  in  relaxing  the 
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excessive  severity  of  the  ordinance  that  I  promulgated  on  the 
4th  of  January  1733  for  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  Summer 
Beaver  which  was  10  sols  The  livre,  both  green  and  dry,  on 
condition  that  it  be  burned,  because  the  Hatters  of  the  King- 
dom could  not  make  use  of  it  as  the  company  wrote  to  me.  But 
since  it  has  heeded  the  representations  made  to  It  that  such 
reduction  might  injure  its  Trade  by  inducing  the  savages  and 
even  the  French  to  take  to  the  English  not  only  this  kind  of 
Beaver,  which  they  accept,  but  also  That  of  good  quality,  It  has 
therefore  sent  orders  to  its  agent  to  forward  to  France  the 
Beaver  taken  in  summer,  as  was  practised  previous  to  my  ordi- 
nance. It  has  also  begged  me  to  raise  the  price  of  the  same. 
I  considered  that  it  was  in  its  interest  to  restore  matters  to  their 
old  footing.  The  Company  of  the  Indies  carries  on  its  Trade 
in  good  faith,  and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suspect  it  of  having 
asked  for  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  Summer  Beaver  on 
condition  that  it  be  burned,  solely  in  order  to  obtain  it  in  the 
future  at  about  the  same  price  as  the  reduced  rate  without  being 
obliged  to  bum  it,  Moreover,  This  is  a  matter  of  so  little  con- 
sequence that  it  otherwise  deserves  no  Consideration. 
I  remain  eta 

HOCQUAET 

Indorsed:     ''Given  an  answer  the  8th  of  May,  1736." 


1735:     COPPER  MINES  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  11,  1735.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark,  "Canada.  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  63,  c.  11,  fol.  58.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — Wc  havo  received  the  letter  that  you  did  us 
the  honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  to  which 
was  appended  the  report  handed  you  by  the  rHrector-General  of 
the  mint  in  France  on  the  assay  that  you  caused  to  be  made  in 
Paris  of  the  copper  of  Lake  superior,  a  piece  of  which  we  sent 
you  last  year. 

In  the  King's  memorial  we  Informed  you  of  the  subeequent 
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discoveries  of  the  sieur  De  la  Eonde,  and  of  the  measures  ha 
adopts  for  prosecuting  that  Undertaking.  The  Information 
that  we  gave  you  is  nothing  else  than  extracts  from  the  Letters 
that  He  and  his  son  have  written  us.  We  send  you  copies  of 
those  Letters. 

The  Sieur  La  Konde  might  have  given  us  more  detailed  in- 
formation, but  from  what  he  writes  to  us  There  is  hardly  any 
reason  to  doubt  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  Under- 
taking both  for  himself  and  for  the  Ck)lony ;  at  least  He  engages 
in  it  in  a  manner  that  leaves  us  no  doubt 

On  Examining  The  Ingot  of  copper  that  we  sent  last  year, 
one  might  be  inclined  to  believe  that  it  had  been  cast ;  And  If 
it  has  been  acknowledged  by  Monsieur  Grassin  as  a  work  of 
nature,  the  pieces  we  send  this  year  will  convince  him  still 
more,  Independently  of  the  certainly  we  have  that  these  speci- 
mens were  cut  with  hatchets  from  larger  pieces  of  the  same 
quality.  We  consider  that  the  whole  difficulty  in  the  Working 
of  these  mines,  supposing  that  the  ore  is  as  pure  as  it  seems  to 
us  to  be,  Consists  at  present  in  finding  means  to  divide  into  port- 
able pieces,  the  masses  of  Copper  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tona^ 
gan,  and  that  which  will  no  doubt  be  also  found  at  other  Places 
on  Lake  Superior;  for  if  They  are  as  enormous  as  the  Block 
lying  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake  which  we  Reported  to  you  in 
1732,  when  we  sent  you  the  Sieur  de  la  Konde's  proposals  re- 
garding this  Undertaking,  the  iron  or  steel  Implements  that 
would  be  Used  in  separating  them  might  be  Insufficient,  And 
although  the  copper  is  pure,  this  method  of  mining  it  might  be 
very  costly.  We  can  expect  from  the  Sieur  de  la  Eonde  nothing 
but  great  activity  in  seeking  for  these  mines,  and  both  from 
him  and  from  the  Workmen  and  voyageurs  whom  he  has  with 
him  notliing  but  more  natural  Industry,  without  the  slighteet 
Idea  of  the  art  [of  mining],  which  will  not  be  conducive  to  An 
easy  Exploitation  of  tliose  mines.  Tliis  is  doubtless  the  reason 
which  has  Induced  the  Sieur  de  la  Hondo  to  write  us  to  beg 
you  to  procure  a  skilled  workman  for  him  to  show  them  how 
to  Work  these  mines,  which,  he  says,  consist  only  of  a  Mass  of 
^       ore.     He  asked  Monsieur  hocquart  for  a  certain  Chambellan,  a 
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gold  and  silversmith  in  Quebec.  This  workman  has,  in  truth, 
some  Ability  and  Skill.  On  hearing  the  account  that  we  gave 
him  of  the  quality  of  these  mines,  He  finds  less  difficulty  in 
their  Working  than  we  do.  He  claims  that  when  the  mine  is 
uncovered  it  will  be  easy  with  Iron  Wedges  well  tempered  and 
with  iron  Sledges  to  divide  a  Block  of  Copper  of  any  size  into 
portable  ingots,  especially  if  there  are  any  flaws  in  it,  as  in 
the  largest  of  the  three  pieces  of  copper  which  we  send  to  Mon- 
sieur de  Beauhamois  to  bo  Forwarded  to  you.  We  cannot 
warrant  success  until  the  Experiment  has  been  made.  The 
Boid  Chambellan  will  start  next  Spring  to  join  the  sieur  De  la 
Bonde,  and  at  all  Events  He  will  Take  with  him  the  tools  he 
miay  need  to  work  according  to  the  proposed  method,  the  mine 
that  has  been  found,  if  the  Sieur  de  la  Bonde  does  not  discover 
others  easier  to  work  in  the  course  of  the  explorations  that  he 
is  to  make  on  Lake  Superior.  It  seems  to  us  that  he  really 
intends  to  prosecute  this  Undertaking.  Perhaps  he  may  obtain 
further  assistance  from  the  workman  for  whom  he  asks  you. 
If  it  be  possible  to  find  One  He  offers  to  defray  the  expense, 
and  we  beg  You  in  that  case,  Monseigneur,  to  give  your  orders 
to  have  one  sought  for  and  sent  out  by  the  first  ships  from  St. 
Malo  which  sail  for  V  Isle  Eoyale,  so  that  he  may  proceed 
thence  to  Quebec  in  time  to  Embark  in  the  sieur  De  la  Eonde's 
Canoes  and  arrive  during  the  open  season  at  the  Establishmient 
on  Lake  superior. 

That  officer  has  also  Sent  us  another  small  piece  of  Copper 
which  was  given  to  his  son  by  a  savage  of  that  quarter,  and 
which  he  claims  to  have  been  taken  from  another  mine  situate 
on  a  branch  of  the  same  Tonagan  river.  It  is  in  the  same  box 
as  the  3  other  pieces. 

Wo  received  the  last  letters  of  the  sieur  De  la  Konde  dated 
the  22nd  JTuly  in  Time  to  be  able  to  answer  them,  and  to  ask 
him  for  further  Information  On  the  situation,' — the  Extent, 
and  everything  relating  to  the  Tonagan  mine.  We  Hope  that 
he  will  give  us  this  information  in  a  more  detailed  and  more 
satisfactory  manner,  and  we  shall  Report  the  same  to  you  next 
year.     We  shall  send  him  in  the  Spring  a  Copy  of  the  memo- 
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rial  that  you  have  sent  us,  in  order  that  he  may  derive  Informa- 
tion from  it,  and  also  to  encourage  him  to  pursue  his  disoov- 
eries.  Father  Piscot,  a  Hecollet,^  who  has  some  knowledge  of 
metals,  has  written  a  paper  on  these  mines,  some  ore  from 
which  he  tested  at  Montreal  by  order  of  Monsieur  de  Beau- 
hamois.  We  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it  to  You.  We  ap- 
pend the  report  made  by  one  Corbin,  a  carpenter,*  to  Monsieur 
Hooquart  on  what  he  saw  of  those  Mines. 

We  remain  etc 

[Beauharnots 

Hocquart] 


[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  64,  c.  11,  fol.  59.] 

At  Qdebbc  the  14th  of  October,  1735. 
MoNSEiGNEUB — 'Siuce  The  description  Monsieur  the  Mar- 
quis de  Beauhamois  and  Myself  have  given  to  you  together 
respecting  Monsieur  De  la  Rondels  discovery,  one  Corbin,  a 
Carpenter  who  built  the  bark  on  Lake  Superior,  has  come  down 
to  Quebec  and  has  reported  to  me  what  he  has  seen  of  the  Cop- 
per mine  that  is  on  the  Tonnagane  river.  I  have  drawn  up 
this  report  in  words  almost  as  simple  as  those  which  That 
Workman  einplovod  in  explaininir  liiinself  to  mo.  It  is  Ap- 
pended hereto.  I  shall  urge  the  sieur  De  la  Ronde's  partner 
to  send  next  Spring  to  Lake  superior  with  one  Chambellan 
several  hardy  and  skillful  workmen  to  endeavor  to  mine  the 
Copper  beds  on  the  bank  of  that  River  with  crowbars.  Wedges, 
sledge-hammers  and  other  tools  that  they  may  need  to  clear 
a^vny  tlio  Soil  and  break  Tip  the  metal  if  possible  into  portable 
pieces.  But  if  we  can  obtain  from  France  a  workman  who 
is  a  good  craftsman  and  able  to  give  information,  and  to  devise 
expedients  for  working  the  mine,  this  will  greatly  facilitate 


s 


lEtienne  Piscot  was  superior  of  the  Recollects  at  Montreal.  Seo 
Tangniay.  Repertoire  Gen.  du  Clergd  Canadien  (ed.  1868),  p.  98. — E3d. 

2  Probably  the  Corbin  who  made  the  canoes  at  Michilimackinac  for 
Louvigny's  expedition.     See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  407. — Ed. 
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the  work.  The  sieur  De  la  Ronde  asks  for  one  whom  he  offers 
to  pay.  You  alone,  Monseigneur,  are  able  to  procure  one  for 
him  and  in  case  you  should  be  imable  to  find  one,  he  begs  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  have  an  instructive  treatise  drawn  up  which 
will  teach  the  easiest  and  least  expensive  Manner  in  which 
such  a  mine  can  be  worked,  And  which  will  consequently  men- 
tion the  implements  and  tools  to  be  Used  as  well  as  The  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  as  a  protection  against  the  noxious  gases 
that  the  metal  may  exhale  when  mined.^ 
I  remain  etc. 

HOCQUABT 


[ESnclosure  in  the  above.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  bnt 
fol.  61.] 

Report  made  to  Monsieur  Jiocqimrt  by  one  Corbin,  a 
Carpenter,  An  Employee  of  the  Sieur  De  la  Ronde,  respecting 
the  copper  mines  of  Lake  Superior  amd  the  River  Tormagammje. 

The  said  Corbin  left  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  The  place  where  the 
sieur  De  la  Rondo  is  building  Lis  Vessel,"  an  The  [blank  space 
in  MS.]  May  last  with  two  men  named  Vaudry  and  Le  Beau 
who  were  going  to  meet  the  Sieur  de  la  Rondels  son-  The  lat- 
ter was  returning  after  spc.ding  the  winter  at  CShagouamigon. 
He  embarked  with  Them,  and  they  were  followed  by  two  others 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.: 

"Respecting  the  Tonnagane  Copper  Mine.  Appends  The  report  of 
one  Corbin.  Will  send  next  spring  one  Chambellan,  And  some  Hardy 
men  with  suitable  implements  for  mining  the  ore.  Asks  the  Minister 
on  behalf  of  the  Sieur  Le  Ronde,  who  offers  to  pay  him,  for  a  person 
well  skilled  in  such  matters,  or  in  default  of  such  a  workman  a  good 
instructive  treatise  in  order  that  these  mines  may  be  more  easily 
worked  also  suitable  implements  and  tools.    L.  P." 

2 In  a  letter  written  about  this  time  (see  Macalester  College  CorUrir 
hutions,  1st  series,  No.  4,  p.  114),  it  is  said  of  La  Ronde:  "He  has 
constructed  at  his  own  expense,  a  bark  of  forty  tons  on-  Lake  Superior, 
and  was  obliged  to  transport  in  canoes,  as  far  as  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
the  rigging  and  materials  for  the  vessel.  The  post  Chagouamigon 
was  given  him  as  a  gratuity  to  defray  expenses."  See  also  Wisconsin 
Historical  Society  Proceedings,  1894,  pp.  87,  88. — ^Ed. 
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named  feli  and  Qobin.     They  took  on  board  a  savage  at  tlie 
place  called  Tho  cove  [  L'anse]  near  the  point  of  Kienon,^  who 
asserted  that  he  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Mines  and  of 
the  CJopper  in  the  said  River  of  Tonnagane.     They  travel  led 
thither,  And  after  entering  tlie  said  Kiver,^  which  they  ascended 
for  a  distance  of  about  8  leagues  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Super- 
ior, they  Found  a  mine  about  15  arpents  in  length  ascending 
the  said  river,  30  feet  from  the  water^s  edge  and  which  may 
be  at  a  height  of  60  feet  in  the  Cliff.     This  Mine  consists  of 
layers  or  bods  5  or  6  ponces*  thick.     There  are  about  Fifty  of 
these  layers  one  above  the  other  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  Hill, 
and  they  are  intersected  or  Bound  together  by  a  Sandy  soil 
without  Stones.     There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  break  at 
any  Part  of  their  Length.     At  the  first  Layer  near  the  water, 
there  is  a  Sort  of  Stone  which  is  easily  broken  And  which  de- 
taches itself  from  the  CJopper  without  being  mixed  with  it. 
All  these  Beds  or  layers  of  Copper  run  about  The  Length  of  15 
arpents  following  the  course  of  the  River.     Gorbin  adds  that 
they  cut  some  of  this  Copper  with  a  hatchet  at  The  place  where 
there  was  a  seam ;  that  it  appeared  to  him  quite  pure,  and  that 
at  every  place  in  these  15  arpents  where  they  bored  they  found 
it  similar  to  this ;  that  on  being  taken  from  the  Mine  it  can  be 
forged  and  worked  as  easily  as  lead;  that  a  Spit  And  several 
small  tools  were  made  out  of  it  Such  as  knife-Handle©,  braces 
for  the  Carpenters,  foot-rules  And  other  Articles,  without  taking 
any  other  trouble  than  hammering  it  while  cold  just  as  it  came 
out  of  the  mine. 

That  after  examining  this  mine.  The  savage  wanted  to  take 
them  into  three  branches  of  that  same  Eiver  where  he  assured 
them  there  was  as  much  copper  at  each  Place  as  they  Saw  before 
them ;  but  that  as  they  had  no  provisions  and,  moreover  no  tools 


k 


^L'a7ise  Is  the  usual  designation  on  maps  of  tlie  period,  for  what 
is  now  known  as  Keweenaw  Bay,  at  the  base  of  Keweenaw  Point, 
upper  peninsula  of  Michigan. — ^Ed. 

2 Marginal  note  on  MS.:  **A  vessel  of  at  least  40  tons  could  enter 
that  River." 

8  For  this  measure,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  353. — Ed. 
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suitable  for  cutting  a  quantity  of  the  metal,  they  came  away. 

The  said  Oorbin  likewise  saw  in  the  bottom  of  Lake  superior 
ft  mass  of  virgin  copper  which  he  thinks  must  weigh  from  8  to 
10  Thousand  livres,  and  he  says  that  there  is  another  on  the 
bank  of  the  said  River  Tonnagane  at  the  foot  of  the  mine  which 
•eems  to  have  rolled  down  from  the  Cliff,  and  which  is  from 
6  to  7  feet  in  Diameter  and  the  same  in  height;  that  it  is  sur- 
rounded by  Eocks  which  are  easily  detached  by  striking  them, 
or  by  building  a  fire  against  them. 

Bfo  thinks  that  in  order  to  remove  the  layers  of  Copper  from 
this  Mine  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  strong  iron  crowbars  to 
dislodge  and  lift  them  when  cut  in  pieces  by  means  of  Wedges 
driven  in  with  Sledge-hammers,  and  files  mounted  like  saws 
for  sawing  the  layers  in  the  Cliff.  He  says  that  this  is  also  the 
opinion  of  Monsieur  De  la  Eonde. 

He  also  adds  that  the  outer  face  of  these  copper  beds  or 
Layers  is  covered  with  Verdigris  and  that  the  metal  shines  only 
when  scraped  with  an  iron  implement;  that  it  is  perhaps  this 
Verdigris  that  prevents  the  breaks  in  the  Length  of  these  beds 
from  being  seen ;  that  the  sandy  Soil  between  the  beds  of  copper 
falls  awav  as  easilv  as  bad  Dry  mortar.  This  he  ascertained 
by  striking  it  with  the  back  of  his  hatchet  and  by  scratching  it 
with  the  Blade.  He  observed  that  this  Soil  is  very  dry,  and 
consists  of  three  different  kinds  of  substances;  sand  Predomi- 
nates and  it  is  mixed  with  clay  and  a  sort  of  Mineral  dust  that 
seems  to  be  of  copper;  it  is  shining  And  reddish ;  That  each  of 
these  layers  of  sandy  soil  is  covered  with  Verdigris  like  The 
beds  of  copper;  that  they  have  all  fallen  away  so  that  the 
copper  beds  project  2,  3,  and  4  pouces,  and  the  layers  of  soil 
are  indented  to  the  same  extent. 

The  Cliff  is  perpendicular  and  almost  Equally  so  through- 
out the  length  of  the  15  arpents,  at  the  end  of  which  it  is  easy 
to  ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  Cliff.  This  Corbin  did,  and 
scraped  away  The  earth  in  several  places  with  his  hatchet ;  he 
observed  that  it  is  reddish  in  some  places,  grey  in  ofliers,  dry 
everywhere,  and  easy  to  remove,  without  being  mixed  with 

any  stones.     The  surface  of  this  Soil  is  denuded  of  trees  and 
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even  of  grass  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  hollows  where 
there  are  some ;  that  is  a  few  scattered  tufts  of  grass  and  stunted 
fir-trees  3  and  4  feet  high ;  That  there  are  trees  only  at  a  dis- 
tance of  12,  15  and  20  arpents  in  the  valley,  and  they  are  only 
as  thick  as  one's  leg  and  scattered  in  clumps.  The  Country 
is  level.  Corbin  saw  no  spring  of  water,  not  even  the  Trace 
of  one,  for  15  arpents  fronting  on  the  River.  He  thinks  that 
a  Land-slide  has  taken  place  at  this  last  Spot,  and  he  bases  his 
opinion  on  the  fact  that  at  various  points  on  The  bank  of  the 
River  there  are  mounds  of  earth,  The  appearance  whereof  re- 
sembles That  of  The  soil  at  the  top  of  the  Cliff. 

Prom  The  mouth  of  The  River  Tonnagane  to  the  spot  where 
the  mine  is  situated,  there  are  7  or  8  small  rapids  which  will 
not  prevent  Canoes  carrying  six  thousand  livres  from  ascending 
the  river.  These  Canoes  will  go  down  even  more  easily.  The 
first  of  these  rapids  is  three  Leagues  up  the  River;  the  seven 
others  are  at  varying  intervals  from  one  another. 

This  Report  has  been  made  to  me  by  Corbin,  carpenter,  at 
Quebec,  This  [blank  space  in  MS.]  October,  1735. 

HOCQUABT 


1736:      GARRISON   NEEDED   AT  DETROIT 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  5,  1736.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  G^,  c.  11,  fol.  55.] 

MONSEIQNEUR 

We  cannot  too  strongly  represent  to  you,  Monseigneur,  the 
^fecessity  of  stren^liening  Detroit.  We  see  no  other  means  of 
attaining!:  tliij--  oUjoct  \\\im  by  postin«:  a  strong  garrison  And 
granting  Kands  there.  But  this  project  can  only  be  partially 
carried  out  until  His  ^lajesty  is  pleased  to  increase  The  num- 
ber of  his  Troops. 

The  Concessions  which  We  have  granted  to  various  inhabit- 
ants for  some  years  past  have  Induced  them  to  Work  more 
assiduously  than  they  had  hitherto  done  in  cultivating  the  SoiL 
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In  1735,  from  1300  to  1400  Minots  of  wheat  were  harvested, 
And  Monfiieur  Peau  who  has  just  returned  from  there  esti- 
mates that  wheat  will  not  be  worth  more  than  3  livres  The 
minot  This  year  at  Detroit  At  present  there  are  at  that  Post 
a  garrison  of  17  soldiers,  40  families,  And  80  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  We  have  recently  granted  sixteen  More  con- 
cessions to  inhabitants  of  that  place  who  asked  us  for  them, 
And  \vc  append  Copies  thereof  which  We  beg  you,  Monseig- 
neur,  to  get  ratified  by  His  Majesty.  The  3  or  4  inhabitants 
who  hold  concessions  from  the  Sieur  Lamothe  Cadilloc  can  be 
IHsturbed  in  the  possession  of  Their  Lands  solely  by  The  King's 
officers,  which  will  not  happen.  They  feel  no  anxiety  on  that 
account. 

We  have  to  inform  you  that — upon  the  request  made  last 
Summer  to  Monsieur  Peau,  then  the  Commandant,  to  have  a 
person  appointed  to  whom  The  said  inhabitants  might  pay  the 
Cens  Et  rentes^  for  their  Lands — Monsieur  Hocquart  appointed 
One  Navarre,  a  young  man  of  acknowledged  integrity,  residing 
at  Detroit,  to  act  as  Receiver  of  His  Majesty's  Domain,  and  he 
allowed  him  a  commission  of  four  sols  in  the  Livre  on  the 
moneys  collected  by  him.  Some  years  ago  Monsieur  Hocquart 
granted  that  Individual  a  License  as  Notary,  an  office  he  fills 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants.^ 


iThe  French  land  taxes  were  sununed  up  by  the  term  "cens  et 
rentes,"  the  first  being  a  feudal  tax  usually  paid  in  kind  to  the  seignior. 
At  Detroit,  Che  commandant  of  the  post  had  certain  rights  for  which 
he  received  a  yearly  sum,  but  I>etroit  was  not  a  seigniory;  the  term 
"cens  et  rentes"  is  here  doubtless  employed  in  a  collective  sense,  for 
what  the  English  would  call  "quit-rents"  due  to  the  Crown.  This  tax 
was  usually  one  or  two  sols  (sous)  per  front  foot  See  Burton,  Cadil- 
lac'8  Village  (Detroit,  1896).— Ed. 

2  Robert  Navarre  was  bom  in  France  in  1709,  of  an  illegitimate 
branch  of  the  royal  house  of  that  name.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Canada,  he  was  sent  to  Detroit  as  royal  notary  (1728  or  1730),  where 
in  1734  he  married  Marie  Lothman  de  Barrois.  Thus  was  founded 
one  of  the  most  important  families  among  the  French  habitants.  See 
Hamlin,  Legends  of  Le  Detroit  (Detroit,  1884);  also  Denissen,  Family 
of  Navarre  (Detroit,  1897).  The  founder,  Robert  Navarre,  died  in 
1791.— Ed. 
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When  Monsieur  De  Beauhamois  appointed  the  Sieur  Des- 
noyelles  Commandant  of  that  Post,  he  notified  that  Officer  Aat 
The  pay  And  The  clothing  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Garrison  to  be 
stationed  there  would  be  at  his  charge.  But  if  such  Garrison 
exceed  30  men,  as  it  is  necessary  that  It  should,  We  doubt 
whether  any  officer  wishing  to  do  his  duty  can  undertake  it 
We  will  await  The  orders  you  may  give  us  on  the  subject 

If  The  affair  of  the  copper  mines  should  have  as  advanr 
tageous  results  as  We  have  Eeaspn  to  Hope,  this  Country  will 
become  more  and  more  worthy  of  his  Majesty's  attention  and 
of  the  jealousy  of  our  neighbors.  The  Post  of  Missilimakinac 
And  That  of  Eiviere  St  Joseph,  ^vill  require  the  same  precau- 
tionary measures  as  that  of  Detroit  This  will  at  first  entail 
considerable  expense  upon  his  Majesty,  But  there  is  every 
Iteason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  amply  compensated  in  The 
future. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Bbauhabitois 
hocquabt 

Quebec,  October  5th,  1736. 


1736:     REPORTS   FROM  THE  L'PPER  COUNTRY 

[Extract  from  the  annual  report  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart, 
dated  Oct.  12,  1736.  Transcript  from  N.  T.  Co}on.  Docs.,  Ix.  pp.  1050- 
1051.] 

Sieur  de  Beanhamois  reported  last  year  the  cause  of  the  ill 
Bucoess  attending  Sieur  de  Noyelles'  campaign  against  the  Foxes 
and  the  Sakis.  He  has  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  Mj  Lord, 
by  a  private  letter,  of  resolution  adopted  by  these  Indians,  and 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  Sakis,  according  to  the  news  he  has 
received  from  the  commandant  at  the  River  St.  Joseph. 

Sienr  de  Joncaire,  commandant  among  the  Chaouanons,  has 
written  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  that  his  Indians  continued  to 
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reject  the  evil  advice  of  the  Iroquoia,  and  were  disposed  to  fol- 
low their  Father^s  pleasure ;  that  they  were  about  sending  Depu- 
ties to  Detroit  to  visit  their  Brothers  the  Hurons,  and  that  they 
would  oome  down  to  Montreal  next  Springy  to  hear  Sieur  de 
Beauhamois'  word  and  obey  it.  They  have  added  that  as  he 
had  located  them  on  the  Beautiful  [Ohio]  river,  they  would 
not,  without  his  orders,  abandon  the  fire  he  had  lighted  for  them 
at  that  place.  Therefore,  although  the  transmigration  of  these 
Indians  to  Detroit  has  not  yet  taken  plaoe,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
from  the  dispositions  they  continue  to  entertain,  that  Sieur  de 
Beauhamois  will  succeed  in  engaging  them  to  do  so.  The 
maxim  of  the  Indians  in  negotiations  of  this  nature,  is  to  have 
frequent  talks  together,  and  nothing  is  terminated  among  them 
until  after  divers  interviews.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
delay  manifested  by  the  Chaouanons.  As  for  the  rest,  M.  de 
Beauhamois  flatters  himself  that  the  business  will  be  terminated 
next  year ;  he  will  not  lose  sight  of  it. 

As  regards  the  Miamis,  they  appear  very  quiet  in  their  vil- 
lage, and  M.  de  Beauhamois  has  not  heard  that  any  of  them 
have  dispersed. 

In  the  answer  to  the  King's  Memoir  of  1734,  Mess"  de 
Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  have  explained  the  reasons  which 
had  prevented  M.  d'Amaud,  who  commanded  the  party  sent 
against  the  Ouiatonons  proceeding  beyond  the  Miamis,  and 
the  motives  which  induced  M.  de  Beauhamois  not  to  push  that 
affair  any  further. 

He  will  add,  in  regard  to  its  probable  consequences,  that  he 
agreed  the  more  readily  to  be  content  with  the  pardon  the 
Ouiatanons  have  solicited  of  him,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  doubt^ 
had  Sieur  d'Amaud  continued  his  march,  but  these  Indians 
would  have  been  advised  thereof  by  the  Miamis,  their  allies, 
and  have  retired  to  the  Peanguichias  or  Islinois,  who  are 
equally  their  allies,  so  that,  besides  being  unable  to  wreak 
vengeance  on  the  Ouitanons,  it  would  be  declaring  war  against 
the  other  nations,  among  whom  they  would  certainly  have  found 
an  asylum,  and  stopping  the  path  to  the  Mississippy  on  our- 
selves. The  peace  we  have  for  some  timie  been  endeavoring  to  ea- 
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tabliah  in  the  Upper  ooiintries,  and  the  oandition  of  affairs 
quired  mild  and  moderate  means  to  be  preferred  on  an  oocasion 
involving  neither  the  honor  of  the  French  nation  nor  the  King's 
arms,  and  arising  merely  out  of  a  simple  fray  between  some 
drunken  young  Ouitanons  and  two  or  three  Voyageurs,  in  an 
affair  of  trade.  The  proceedings  and  resolution  of  the  French 
of  Detroit  to  wreak  vengeance  for  the  insult  perpetrated  on 
these  Voyageurs,  have  not  been  unknown  to  all  the  Nations, 
and  may,  in  like  manner,  help  to  restrain  those  of  that  quarter. 
In  fine,  it  has  not  been  until  after  having  weighed  all  these 
considerations  and  the  unfortunate  consequences  this  affair  might 
involve,  which  M.  de  Beauhamois  has  just  explained,  that  he 
deemed  it  prudent,  and  of  infinite  importance  to  the  good  of  the 
Colony,  to  grant  the  Ouitanons  the  pardon  they  asked  of  him, 
rather  than  aggravate  the  troubles  of  the  Upper  country,  by  act- 
ing in  direct  opposition  to  the  views  he  entertains  of  reestablish- 
ing peace,  the  object  so  strongly  reconmiended  to  him. 

In  regard  to  the  Scioux,  Sieur  [St]  Pierre,  who  conmianded 
at  that  post,  and  Father  Guignas,  the  Missionary,  have  written 
to  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  April  last^ 
that  these  Indians  appeared  well  intentioned  towards  the 
French,  and  had  no  other  fear  than  that  of  being  abandoned 
by  them.  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  annexes  an  extract  of  these 
letters;  and  although  the  Scioux  seem  very  friendly,  the  result 
only  can  tell  whether  their  fidelity  is  to  be  absolutely  depended 
on,  for  the  imrestrained  and  inconsistent  spirit  which  composes 
the  Indian  character,  may  easily  change  it.  They  have  not 
come  down  this  summer,  as  yet,  but  M.  de  St.  Pierre  is  to  get 
them  to  do  so  next  year,  and  to  have  an  eye  on  their  proceed- 
ings. 

M.  de  Beauhamois  gave  an  accoimt  last  year  of  the  affair 
of  the  Chicachas,  and  since  that  time  has  not  received  any 
news  from  M.  de  Bienville. 

We  are  with  most  profound  respect.  My  Lord,  Your  most 
humble  and  obedient  Servants,  Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  12th,  1736.  HoCQUABT 
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1736:     CENSUS  OF  THE  INDIAN  TRIBES 

[Extracts  from  an  enumeration  given  by  an  unknown  person,^ 
dated  Oct  12,  1736.  Transcribed  from  N.  Y,  Colon.  Docs,,  Ix,  pp. 
1052-1058.] 

ErmmeratUm  of  the  Indian  Tribes  connected  with  the  Chverrir 

ment  of  Canada;  the  Warriors  and  Armorial 

bearings  of  each  Nation,     1736 

•  ««««««• 

The  Tetes  de  BotUe  or  Tribes  of  the  Interior 

These  are  wandering  Savages  who  have  no  knowledge  eidier 
of  the  order  or  form  of  villages,  and  evince  the  least  intellect; 
diey  inhabit  the  mountains  and  lakes  in  the  interior,  from  Three 
Rivers  to  Lake  Superior.  Their  armorial  bearings  are  tm- 
known,  if  any  they  have. 

At  MissUimahinaJc 

The  Outawas  of  this  village  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
eigihty  warriors;  the  two  pirincipal  branches  are 
Kiskakons  (1)  and  Sinago  (2) ;  the  Bear  (1)  and 

Black  Sciuirrel  (2)/  .  .  .  .180 

River  Missisague 

The  Missisagu6s  on  the  river  nimiber  thirty  men,  and 
twenly  men  on  the  Island  called  Manitouatim  of 

Lake  Huron.     They  have  for  device,  a  Crane,*     .  50 


iThe  authorship  of  this  enumeration  has  been  variously  assigned. 
0*Callaghan  says  it  has  been  supj^sed  to  be  Joncaire;  but  he  was 
on  the  Ohio  at  this  date,  and  not  at  lifockinac.  Schoolcraft  iHUtory 
of  Indian  tribes,  Phila.j  1847,  iii,  p.  558),  says  there  is  a  note  on 
the  original  MS.,  that  the  compilation  is  sup];>08ed  to  have  been  made 
by  Monsieur  Chauvignerie.  We  think  it  probably  the  work  of  Cdleron 
the  younger,  who  was  commandant  at  Mackinac  at  this  date,  and 
well  acquainted  with  Indian  tribes. — Ed. 

a  For  the  Ottawa  clans,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  pp.  119,  120. — ^Bd. 

sFor  location  and  history  of  this  tribe,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp. 
iZ,  371.  The  island  is  the  Manltoulin,  at  the  entrance  of  Georgian 
Bay. — ^Bd. 
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Lake  Superior — At  ihe  Mouth 

At  the  Falls  of  Saint  Mary  are  the  Sauteurs/  to  the 
number  of  thirty;  they  are  in  two  divisions,  and 
have  for  device,  the  Orane  and  the  Cat  fish,  .         80 

Michipicoion — At  North  of  this  Ldke^ 

The  Fapinakois  and  those  of  the  interior ;  the  first  are 

twenty  warriors,  and  have  for  device,  a  Hare,         .         20 

River  Ounepigon 

^e  Oakemanettigons  are  domiciled  there  to  the  nnmber 
of  forty  warriors.  Hiey  have  for  device,  the  bird 
called    the    Hsher  ...  *         40 

The  Monsonis,'  who  are  migratory,  estimate  themsdves 
two  hundred  men,  and  have  for  device,  a  Mboae 
lOriginal'],  .....       800 

TKe  Abittibis  and  the  Tetee  de  Bofde  come  there  alsa 
Some  have  informed  me  that  the  first  have  for  arms, 
the  Partridge  with  the  Eagle.  I  have  already 
stated  that  they  are  in  all  one  hundred  warriors. 

Hie  Namewilinis  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  fit  to  bear 

arms.     Thev  have  for  device,  a  Sturgeon,*  .        150 

The  tribes  of  the  Savannas,  one  hundred  and  forty  war- 
riors strong,  have  for  armorial  device,  a  Hare,       .       140 


k 


iFor  the  history  of  the  Chippewa  (whom  the  French  called  Saut- 
«urs),  see  Minn.  Hist.  Colls.,  v. — Ed. 

2  There  was  a  small  French  post  on  the  Michipicoton  River,  a  depend- 
ency of  the  larger  one  at  Niplgon. — Ed. 

8  The  fort  on  the  Niplgon  River  was  found  to  draw  the  trade  from 
the  English  at  Hudson  Bay.  It  was  resorted  to  by  a  number  of 
roving  tribes.  The  domiciled  tribe  Is  probably  the  loon  totem  of  the 
Chippewa.  See  Warren,  "History  of  the  Ojlbways,"  Minn.  Hist.  Colin,, 
V,  ch.  2.  The  Monsonl  were  a  wandering  Algonquian  tribe  north  and 
east  of  Lake  Niplgon. — ^Ed. 

*  Probably  the  Sturgeon  clan  of  the  Chippewa. — Ed. 
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Gamaneltufoya^ 

Tlie  Oaac6  are  in  number  sixty  men,  and  have  for  device 

a  .•Cat  ifiah,  .  .  .  .  •         |0O 

Tecamanviouen/  or  Rainy  Lake 

These  Indians  are  the  same  as  those  who  oome  to  Nepi- 
gon.  They  are  about  this  lake  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  men,         .....       100 

Lake  of  the  Woods 

The  Oristinaux  are  scattered  hereabout,  to  the  number 
of  two  himdred  warriors.  They  have  for  device, 
the    Wild     goose,  ....       200 

Lake  Otmepigon 

Hie  Cristinaux  are  around  this  lake  to  the  number  of    , 

sixty  men,  .  .  .  .  .60 

Assenipoels.     See  Scioux. 

SoiUh  of  Lake  Superior 

Eiouanan  [Keweenaw].  In  this  quarter  there  are  dom- 
iciled forty  Santeurs,  who  have  for  device,  the 
Crane  and  the  Stag,  ....         40 

The  Sauteurs  of  Point  Chagouamigon  are  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  wan'iors,      ....       160 

The  Scioux,  at  the  head  of  this  lake,  in  the  woods  apd 
along  the  lakes,  though  scattered,  are  computed  at 
three  hundred  men,  ....       800 


iThe  post  of  Karoanistlgoya  was  founded  before  1718,  to  command 
the  portage  of  Pigeon  River,  called  "the  Grand  Portage."  The  Oaao6 
may  be  the  same  as  the  tribe  referred  to  in  1697  as  "Les  Gensappelte 
de  L'Outarde  (people  of  the  bustard)  otherwise  Ouikaliny."  See 
Margry,  Dioouv.  et  ^tabl.,  v,  p.  7. — ^E3d. 

2  This  post  was  founded  by  La  V^rendrye  in  the  fall  of  17S1,  and 
named  St.  Pierre.— iBd. 
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Bie  Scioux  of  the  Prairies  are^  in  the  opinion  of  Voya- 
geura^  over  two  thousand  men,  Their  Armorial 
devices  are  the  BofiFalo,  the  Black  Dog  and  Ae 
Otter,  ......    2000 

The  Assenipoels,  or  Pouans  can,  according  to  others,  vie 
with  the  Srionx,  from  whom  they  formerly  sprung. 
They  number  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  the  south  of 
Lake  Ounepigon,  and  have  for  device,  a  Big  Stone 
or  a  Eock,  .....       156 

Tlie  Puans  have  retired,  since  1728,  to  the  Scioux  to  the 
number  of  eighty ;  they  have  for  Armorial  bearings, 
the  Stag,  the  Polecat  (Pichovx)^  the  Tiger,*  .         80 

The  head  of  Lake  Superior 

Hie  Ayowois  are  settled  at  the  south  of  the  Bdver  de  Mi»- 
souris,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Mississipi.  Thej  are 
no  more  than  eierlitv.     Thev  have  for  device,  a  Fox,         80 

Lake  Michigan  and  its  dependencies 

The  Folles  Avoines,  north  of  this  lake,  number  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  warriors,     ....       160 

The  most  considerable  tribes  [have]  for  device,  the  Larr^ 
tailed  Bear,  the  Stag,  a  Kiliou — that  is  a  species  of  Eagle  (the 
most  beautiful  bird  of  tliis  country,) — perched  on  a  cross. 

In  explanation  of  a  Cross  forming  the  Armorial  bearings  ol 
the  Indians,  it  is  stated  that  formerly  a  Chief  of  the  FoUet 
Avoines  finding  himself  dangerously  sick,  consented,  after  trying 
the  ordinary  remedies,  to  see  a  Missionary,  who.  Cross  in  hand, 
prayed  to  Gk)d  for  his  recovery,  and  obtained  it  from  his  knercy. 
In  gratitude  for  this  benefit,  the  Chief  desired  that  to  his  arms 
flhould  be  added  a  Cross  on  which  the  Kiliou  has  ever  since  been 
always  perched. 


iTfie  word  "pichou  "  was  commonly  used  for  the  Canadian  lynx  or 
loup  cerrier;  the  "tiger"  was  a  catamount. — Ed. 
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PoateiQuatamiB.     In  1728  there  was  a  small  village  of 

this  nation,  retired  on  an  island  to  the  number  of         20 

The  Bay  [La  Baje],  at  the  head  of  this  Lake  is  the  so- 
journ, or  rather  the  country  of  the  Sakis.  This 
nation  could  put  under  arms  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  Others  do  not  count  but  one  hundred  and 
twenty.     They  have  for  device,  a  Crab,  a  Wolf,  and 

a  She-Bear,  .....       150 

Fox  River 

Tie  river  of  the  Foxes  discharges  into  this  lake.  This 
nation  now  migratory,  still  consists,  when  not  sep- 
arated, of  one  hundred  men  bearing  arms.  They 
have  for  device,  a  Fox,       ....       100 

The  Kickapous,  formerly  their  allies,  may  be  eighty  men. 

They  bear  for  device,  the  Pheasant  and  the  Otter,         80 

llie  Maskoutin  has  for  Armorial  device,  the  Wolf  and 

the  Stag.     This  nation  is  estimated  at  sixty  men,         60 

River  Saint  Joseph,  south  of  Lake  Michigan 

The  Pouteouatamis,  who  call  themselves  the  Qovemor^s 
eldest  sons,*  compose  the  village  of  the  River  Saint 
Joseph,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  warriors. 
The  principal  tribes  bear  the  Golden  Carp,  the 
Frog,  the  Crab,  tlie  Tortoise,  .  .  .100 

There  are  in  the  village  about  ten  Miamis  who  bear  as 

their  arms  a  Crane,  .  .  .  .10 

Also,  eight  Illinois  Kaskakias,  whose  device  is  a  feather 

of  an  arrow     — ^"^^^^v*^"^^       notched;  or  two 

arrows  supported   one   against  the  other    (x)    in 
saltier  [like  a  St,  Andrew's  cross.] 
These  are  the  nations  best  known  to  us  as  well  along  the 
Grand  Biver  of  the  Outawas  as  north  and  south  of  Lakes 


lit  is  probable  that  they  called  themselves  the  "eldest  sons"  becaosa 
they  were  the  first  of  the  nations  at  La  Baye  to  make  an  allianco 
with  the  French,  and  to  visit  Montreal.  See  Wis,  HUt,  OolU,^  zvl« 
pp.  34-50. — Ed. 
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Superior  and  Michigan.     I  propoee  now  proceeding  again  from 
Montreal  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Missilimakinak. 

Lake  Erie  and  Dependencies;  South  Side 

Hie  Chaonanons  towards  Carolina,   are  two  hundred 

men,  ......       200 

Flatheads.  The  Cherakis,  Chicachas,  Totiris/  are  in- 
cluded under  the  name  of  Flatheads  by  the  Iroquois, 
who  estimate  them  at  over  six  thousand  men,  in 
more  than  thirty  villages.  I'm  told  they  had  for 
device  a  Vessel  (vn  Vaisseau.),      .  .  .     6000 

The  Ontationoue,^  that  is  those  who  speak  the  language 
of  Men;  so  called  by  the  Iroquois  because  tbey 
understand  each  otlier — may  be  fifty  men.  I 
know  nothing  of  themi,       .  .  .  .50 

Tlie  Miamis  have  for  device  the  Hind  and  the  Crane. 
These  are  the  two  principal  Tribes.  Hiere  is  like- 
wise that  of  the  Bear.  They  are  two  hundred  men, 
bearing  arms,         .....       200 

The  Qntationoue,"  that  is  those  who  speak  the  language 
same  Nation,  though  in  different  villages.  They 
can  place  under  arms  three  himdred  and  fifty  men. 
The  devices  of  these  Indians  are  the  Serpent,  the 
Deer,  and  tlie  Small  Acorn,"  .  .  .        350 

Illinois.     The  Metchigamias  at  Fort  Chartres,   num- 

l)er  250  men,  .....       250 

iThe  Totire  (Tutela)  were  a  small  western  Virginia  tribe,  iden- 
tified by  Powell  as  of  Siouan  stock.  See  U.  S.  Bur.  Eth.  Report,  1885- 
86.  The  English  writers  speak  of  thoin  as  on  Big  Sandy  River  in 
the  latter  years  of  the  17th  century;  and  say  that,  about  that  time, 
they  moved  into  North  Carolina  near  the  Southern  tribes.  Later,  they 
Joined  the  Tuscarora  and  were  incorporated  into  the  Six  Nations. — ^Ed. 

2  The  Tionnontate  or  Tobacco-Huron  (more  properly,  Wyandot). 
In  1703,  a  remnant  of  this  once  important  tribe  dwelt  near  the  Miami. 
See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  224. — Ei\ 

3  For  a  description  of  these  villages,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p. 
376.— Ed. 
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Tbe  KaskakiaSy  six  leagaes  below,  have  a  village  of  one 

hundred  warriors,  ....       100 

Ihe  Peorias  at  the  Rock,  are  fifty  men,  .  .         50 

The  Kaokias,  or  Tamarois,  can  furnish  two  hundred 

men,  ......       200 

All  these  Indians  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Illinois 

have,  for  device,  the  Crane^  the  Bear,  the  White  Hind,  the 

Fork,  the  Tortoise. 


Lake  Erie;  Detroit 

The  Hurons  at  present  are  two  hundred  men,  bearing 

arms.     They  mark  the  Tortoise,  Bear,  and  Plover,       200 

The  Pouteouatamis  have  a  village  there  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  men.^  They  bear  for  device  the  Golden 
Oarp,  the  Frog,  the  Crab,  the  Tortoisa  (See 
RiA)er  Saird  Joseph,  south  of  Lake  Michigan,) ....       180 

The  Outawas  have  two  villages  there,  composed  of  one  of 
the  tribe  of  Sinagos;  the  other  of  Kiskakons,  and 
may  count  two  hundred  warriors,  .  .       200 

They  have  the  same  devices  as  those  of  "Miwrilimiakinfl.V ;  that 

is  to  say,  the  Bear  and  Black  Squirrel. 

Lake  Samt  Clair,  which  leads  to  Lake  Huron 

At  the  end  of  the  little  Lake  Saint  Clair,  there  is  a  small 
village  of  Mississagues,  which  numbers  sixty  men. 
They  have  the  same  devices  as  the  Mississagues  of 
Manitouatin  and  Lake  Ontario;  that  is  to  say,  a 
Orane,        ......         60 

Lake  Hwroru 

I  have  spoken  before  of  the  Mississagues  who  are  to  the 
North  of  this  Lake.  On  the  South  side,  I  know 
only  the  Outawas,  who  have  a  village  of  eighty  men 
at  Saguinan,  and  for  device  the  Bear  and  Squirrel,         80 

iNote  appended  to  text:    "Instead  of  180,  only  100  men  must  be 
counted." 
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Remarh. 

All  the  NRtions  have  this  m  coTnmon ;  that  a  man  who  goes  to 
war  denotes  himself  as  much  by  the  device  of  his  wife^s  as  by 
that  of  his  own  tribe,  and  never  marries  a  woman  who  carries 
a  similar  device  to  his. 

If  time  permitted,  you  would,  Sir,  have  been  better  satisfied 
with  my  researches. 

I  would  have  written  to  the  Interpreters  of  the  Posts,  who 
would  have  furnished  me  with  more  certain  information  than  I 
oould  obtain  from  the  Voyageurs  whom  I  questioned.  I  am 
engaged  in  the  history  of  the  Scioux,  whidi  you  have  asked  of 
Monsieur  de  Linerot  [Linclot]. 

MlSSU.IMAFIN'AK. 


1736:     LA  RONDE  SENDS  SPECIIdBNS  OF  COPPER 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct  14,  1736.  MS.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada.  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  81."] 

MoNSEiONEUB — Wo  havo  The  honor  to  inform  You  that 
Monsieur  De  la  Konde  who  was  instructed  to  work  the  Copper 
Mines  on  Lake  Su|>erior,  came  down  from  there  in  the  month 
of  August  to  report  on  his  discoveries,  and  brought  with  him 
About  500  pounds  of  ore  taken  from  two  large  masses  of  copper, 
one  of  which  is  at  the  Tonnaganne  River,  and  the  other  on  the 
Shore  of  Lake  Superior  near  the  Piouabic  River.^  We  have 
drawn  up  the  annexed  memorandum  from  what  he  has  told  us 


«» 


ft 


iNow  Iron  River,  in  northern  Michigan.  The  word  Piouabic  (Pewa- 
bic)  signffies  iron,  the  terms  being  in  the  18th  century  used  Inter- 
changeably. Alexander  Henry,  in  his  Travels  and  Adventures  (Bain 
ed.,  Boston,  1901).  p.  187,  refers  to  this  as  the  "Piwatic  or  Iron  River. 
Foster  and  WTiitney,  "Report  on  Copper  Regions  of  Lake  Superior, 
In  United  States  Land  Commissioner's  Report,  1849,  suggested  Pewa- 
bic  as  the  name  of  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  so  laid  it 
down  on  their  map.  A  small  village  of  that  name  is  now  in  Houghton 
County,  near  the  Pewabic  mine. — Ed. 
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raipeotiiig  the  situation  of  those  mines,  and  everything  oon* 
nected  therewith.  From  this  You  will  be  able  to  judge,  Mon- 
aeigneur,  of  tlie  favorable  Hopes  to  which  this  first  attempt  gives 
rise,  and  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  expected  from  the  work- 
ing of  those  mines.  Although,  until  now,  there  is  nothing  abs<^ 
lutely  certain  beyond  the  discovery  of  those  two  masses,  there  is 
eveiy  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  only  ones  And  that, 
by  digging  at  the  Cape  of  the  Piouabic  Biver,  similar  Masses 
will  be  found.  All  the  savages  assert  that  Oopper  is  to  be  found 
ftt  a  great  many  Places  on  Lake  Superior;  from  time  to  time 
Ihey  have  brought  pieces  which  they  have  given  to  Frenchm^i 
and  in  particular  to  Father  St  Pe,  a  Jesuit  Missionary  at  Mia- 
silimakinac.^  We  consider  that  these  discoveries  cannot  be  too 
carefully  followed  up.  But,  in  order  to  do  so  at  present  And 
with  success,  it  is  necessary  to  have  The  workman  and  The 
artificer  asked  for  by  Monsieur  De  la  Ronde.  We  beg,  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  give  orders  that  one  be  found. 

Annexed  hereto  is  The  Statement  of  the  specimens  of  Copper 
from  Tonnaganne  And  Piouabic  which  We  will  put  on  board 
the  King's  Ship  and  which  Monsieur  Hocquart  will  be  careful 
to  deliver  to  you,  Monseigneur. 

We  remain  with  veiy  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

Very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  October  14th,  1736.  Hocquart 


Btatement  of  the  specimens  of  Copper  Sent  to  Monseigneur 
The  Comte  de  Mavrepas  hy  The  Kvn^s  ship. 

N^  1     Three  small  pieces  from  the  Tonnaganne  Mina 
N^  2     Another  small  piece  of  ore  of  two  colors,  red,  and 
white,  from  the  said  Tonnaganne  River. 

N^  3     Another  small  piece  of  Copper,  or  metal  of  some  other 

1  Jean  Baptiste  de  Saint  P6  was  bom  Oct  21,  1686,  entered  the  Jesuit 
novitiate  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  later  joined  the  Canada  mission. 
His  first  station  was  among  the  Miamis,  whence  he  was  transferred 
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kind  which  detadied  itself  from  the  ore  placed  in  the  Omcible^ 
and  flew  out  of  it  during  the  melting,  while  an  assay  waa  being 
made  by  Monsieur  De  la  Bonde.  This  small  Ingot  oomes  ircm 
the  same  Place  aforesaid  and  from  the  same  block  of  Copper 
mentioned  in  the  memorandum  of  the  said  Sieur  De  la  Bondew 

N^  4  .  several  specimens  of  the  Soil  or  kind  of  Soil 
adhering  and  contiguous  to  the  same  block  aforesaid. 

N"^  A  A  large  piece  of  ore,  weighing  About  110  pounds^ 
marked  A.  on  one  of  the  f aoes,  from  the  Piouabio  Biver. 

Another  Idem,  weighing  65  pounds,  also  marked  A,  from  the 
same  Place. 

Several  other  Pieces,  large  and  small,  also  from  the  Piouabie 
Eiver,  without  any  number. 

The  Copper  is  in  two  cases,  N^  7  &  N^  8,  whidi  Mansienr 
de  Beauhamois,  Intendant,  is  to  take  out  in  order  to  Send  them 
to  Monseigneur. 


1736:     PENSION  FOR  A  HABITANT  WOUNDED  IN  THE  FOX 

WARS 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  16,  1736.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministftre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gfin.,  vol.  66,  c.  11,  fol.  77."] 

MoNSEiGNEUE— We  havo  the  honor  to  send  you  the  List  of 
the  soldiers  and  other  Subjects  who  have  presented  themselves 
last  year  and  this  year  also  to  obtain  the  half  pay.*  We  beg 
you  to  procure  it  for  them.  These  are  old  soldiers  who  have 
done  good  service  and  who  are  all  unable  to  subsist  without  that 
aid.  With  respect  to  Jacques  Reel,  a  habitant,  as  he  is  Crippled 
from  the  effects  of  the  Woimd  that  he  received  in  1733  in  the 
war  against  the  Renards  and  sakis.  We  trust,  Monseigneur,  that 


to  Mackinac,  1735-36.  After  this  he  returned  to  Montreal,  where  he 
was  resident  superior  (1748-54).  Twice  he  served  as  superior  of  all 
Canada  (1739-48.  and  again  In  1754).— Ed. 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Propose  only  the  number  necessary  to 
replace  those  who  died  in  previous  years.  Letter  of  May  2nd,  1735 
to  Monsieur  Hocquart.** 
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you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  him  10  livree  per  month  to  help 

him  in  providing  for  himself*     Moreover,  such  a  reward  will 

be  an  encouragement  to  the  other  habitants  whenever  warlike 

expeditions  are  undertaken. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Bbauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  16th,  1736.  HoOQUABT 

Indorsed:     "Received  the  15th  of  April,  1737.    The  16th  of  October, 
1736.    Invalid  Fund.    Monsieur  Hocquart." 


1736:     CONDITION  OP  THE  POXES  AND  SAUK 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  Prench  Minister,  dated  Oct.  17,  1736. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  142.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  havo  Received  the  letter  that  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  me  on  the  Seventeenth  of  April  last  with 
Reference  to  The  affair  of  the  Renards  and  Sakia. 

I  fully  expected,  Monseigneur,  that  the  ill  Success  of  that 
Etzpedition  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the  King.  lITevertheless, 
you  Kiiow  that  I  took  every  Care  to  ensure  a  Successful  result, 
and  you  were  even  pleased  to  write  me  on  the  nineteenth  of 
April  of  last  year  that  BQs  Majesty  had  approved  the  orders  that 
I  had  given  to  the  Sieur  Denoyelle,  and  the  measures  I  had 
taken. 

When  I  Informed  vou  of  The  Condition  of  the  Renards 
after  the  Attack  made  On  Them  by  the  Sieur  de  Villiers,  I 
stated  Nothing,  Monseigneur,  beyond  what  Had  been  written  to 
me  fromj  all  the  Posta  of  the  upper  country;^  and  I  have  since 


1  Father  le  Roullenger,  Jesuit  missionary  among  the  Illinois,  wrote 
to  the  Minister  in  1736:  "The  court  was  deceived  when  it  was  in- 
formed that  the  Renards  were  destroyed.  1st.  In  the  colony  of  Canada 
they  have  incurred  more  expenses  than  are  necessary  to  destroy  the 
Renards;  but  they  have  treated  them  too  gently,  and  this  management 
has  only  served  to  augment  the  expenses,  and  to  render  this  nation 
more  insolent.  2nd.  In  order  to  succeed,  the  natives  of  the  two  colo- 
nies of  Canada  and  Louisiana  must  be  united.    3d.  Nothing  must  be 
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learned  that  The  increase  in  the  number  whidi  I  Had  the  honor 
of  mentioning  to  You  as  being  that  of  the  Benarda  Eemaining 
at  thai:  time,  Was  due  to  the  fact  that  all  the  Savages  who  had 
Benards  Slaves^  had  Bietumed  them,  and  that  the  tribes  sap- 
plied  them  with  guns  and  ammunition. 

You  may  imagine,  Monseigneur,  that  the  Savages  have  their 
policy  as  we  have  Ours,  and  that  they  are  not  greatly  pleased 
at  seeing  a  nation  destroyed,  for  Fear  that  their  turn  may  come. 

They  manifest  Much  ardor  towards  the  Frendi,  and  act  quite 
differently  We  have  had  a  Recent  proof  of  This  among  the 
Outawois,  who  have  begged  for  mercy  for  the  Sakis,  althoo^ 
they  Had  an  Interest  in  Avenging  the  death  of  their  people  and 
of  their  great  chief. 

The  Savages  as  a  rule  greatly  fear  the  French,  but  they  do 
not  love  them.  All  that  they  manifest  towards  them  is  N"ever 
Sincere. 

You  will  Observe,  Monseigneur,  in  the  Reply  to  the  King's 
Memorial  of  one  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  thirty  four,  that 
the  Sieur  Denoyelle  had  orders  to  pass  by  Detroit  to  levy  the 
hurons  and  other  Savages  at  that  post;  and  that  I  had  ordered 
him,  in  His  Instructions  respecting  the  request  of  the  Outawois, 
to  grant  the  Sakis  their  Lives  if  they  delivered  up  the  Reuards 
to  him.  He  had  also  orders  to  consult  there  with  Monsieur 
Peau,  the  other  Officers,  and  the  tribes,  respecting  the  measures 
to  be  taken  in  accordance  with  the  information  he  might  hava 
He  was  extremely  Embarrassed  by  the  question  put  to  him  at  the 
Ooimcil,  by  the  Hurons  asking  whether  he  had  orders  to  destroy 
the  Sakis  with  the  Renards,  and  saying  that  otherwise  they 


k 


concealed  from  the  savages.  If  the  Iroquois  had  known,  that  it  was 
desired  to  pardon  the  Sakis,  they  would  not  have  marched;  or  they 
would  not  have  been  the  cause  of  a  division  such  as  that  which  caused 
Monsieur  de  Noyelles's  enterprise  to  fail.  4th.  Soldiers  are  in  no  wise 
suitable  for  a  march  of  six  months  by  land.  Incapable  of  providing 
their  own  subsistence,  they  are  a  charge  upon  the  savages,  which 
gives  rise  to  complaints.  For  such  expeditions,  only  Canadians, 
accustomed  to  this  kind  of  Journeys,  should  be  employed."— 'Ferland, 
Cours  d*Histoire  du  Canada  (Quebec,  1865),  ii,  p.  441. — Ed. 

[256] 


1733]        French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 

would  not  march.  He  told  them  Without  other  Explanation, 
that  he  had  orders  to  Eat  up  both  nations.  He  Detadied  two 
eanoes  to  Send  word  to  the  Sieur  De  Celeron  who  commanded 
at  MissilimakinaCy  and  to  indicate  a  Bendezvous  to  EQm.  He 
left  Detroit  to  go  to  the  Miamis,  and  Afterward  to  the  Ouya- 
tanons  in  order  to  Keep  the  Savages  away  from  the  River  St 
Joseph  where  Six  cabins  of  Sakis  had  taken  Befuge.  As  soon 
as  the  hurons  arrived  among  the  K ickapoux  they  held  a  council 
with  the  Iroquois,  and  said  to  the  Sieur  Denoyelle:  "Thou 
hast  told  us  that  We  should  eat  the  Sakis  and  the  Benards, 
There  are  Sakis  at  the  River  St  Joseph:  we  will  begin  by  de- 
stroying these."  In  vain  did  he  Remonstrate  with  the  hurons, 
and  tell  them  the  orders  he  had  received;  they  Would  listen 
to  nothing  and  departed  from  him  in  that  fashion. 

It  was  not,  Monseigneur,  the  Passage  through  the  country 
of  the  miamis  that  caused  the  hurons  to  abandon  Him.  The 
Sole  reason  was  that  which  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  giving 
Tou ;  for  it  was  our  settled  Savages  who  asked  that  they  might 
pass  by  the  lakes  that  they  might  more  easily  procure  Food 
along  the  Road.  The  Provisions  that  we  give  them  previous 
to  their  departure  when  they  go  to  war,  are  left  by  them  at  the 
Village  for  the  Subsistence  of  their  families,  and  this  cannot 
be  Prevented.  Moreover,  before  leaving  la  Chine,  they  had 
agreed  to  pass  through  the  country  of  the  miamis  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  join  the  expedition.  They  chanted  the  war- 
song  with  Them  at  that  Place,  and  it  was  the  miamis  whom  the 
Sieur  Denoyelle  had  brought  wilh  him  to  Montreal  who  were 
the  first  to  strike  the  Post  at  that  feast. 

If  the  Sieur  Denoyelle  did  not  induce  the  Savages  to  march 
with  him,  it  may  be  due  to  the  Voyageurs,  who  no  doubt 
Secretly  dissuaded  them  from  it  for  their  own  Interests,  as  has 
happened  several  times. 

This  Affair  does  not  appear,  Monseigneur,  to  have  had  any 
regrettable  results.  On  the  contrary,  the  CJollar  given  to  the 
Sakis  on  my  behalf  by  the  Sieur  Denoyelle,  has  had  all  The 
effect  I  could  have  Hoped. 
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The  Sieur  De  St  Pierre^  the  oommandant  among  the  Scioiu^ 
and  Father  Guignas,  the  missionary  of  that  Post,  Wrote  me  on 
l2ie  tenth  and  eleventh  of  April  last  that  Ouabaaseban  or  le 
Ghat  blan,  the  great  Chief  of  the  Sakis,  Had  Gome  to  tell 
ihem  on  the  first  of  the  same  month  that  the  Renards  Were 
about  to  divide  Themselves  into  several  war  parties,  and  attack 
on  all  sides,  since  they  had  no  longer  any  Hope  of  their  Lives; 
that  all  that  he  could  obtain  from  them  Was  that  they  should 
suspend  Their  Expeditions  Until  his  rertumi ;  that  afterward  they 
would  act  according  to  the  good  or  bad  tidings  he  might  bring 
them;  that  as  for  Him  and  His  people,  they  had  Besolved  to 
separate  from  that  desperate  nation. 

The  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  Eeplied  to  him :  "Since  the  Sakis 
iAre  the  cause  of  the  Eenards  Still  Being  in  a  Gondition  to 
give  trouble  because  they  have  not  abandoned  them,  you  should 
now  Prevent  Them  from  Carrying  out  their  evil  design,  and 
Induce  Them  to  remain  quiet  Until  Onontio,  to  whom  I  Shall 
Write,  has  made  Known  His  Intentions.^' 

A  proposal  was  made  to  the  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  to  let  them 
form  Villages  partly  with  the  Puants  in  whom  they  had  con- 
fidence and  partly  with  the  Sakis,  that  then  there  would  no 
longer  be  any  question  of  the  Eenards.  Le  Moyne,  the  SaHs 
chief  who  is  faithful  to  the  French  and  Onnontatfi,  a  Nipis- 
singue  chief,  Came  down  to  bring  me  this  News.  They  asked 
me  what  my  plans  were  and  I  sent  them  Back  saying  that  I 
Was  a  good  Father  who  forgave  his  Children  when  they  asked 
for  mercy;  that  I  Willingly  granted  the  Sakis  Their  lives, 
because  I  Was  informed  that  what  they  had  done  was  solely 
through  the  solicitation  of  the  Eenards;  that  I  also  wished  to 
have  pity  on  the  Eenards  And  to  grant  them  their  Lives,  since 
the  Sakis  asked  me  to  pardon  Them,  but  only  on  condition  that 
they  should  disperse  among  the  nations,  and  that  no  mention 
should  Ever  be  made  of  the  name  of  the  Eenards,  who  had  so 
often  Disturbed  the  earth.  This,  Monseigneur,  was  the  best 
line  of  conduct  that  I  could  follow  with  respect  to  that  post, 
which  the  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  had  written  to  me  they  would 
be  obliged  to  abandon,  and  that  there  Was  danger  in  driving 
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the  Renards  to  despair  because  the  Scioux  intended  to  give  them 
an  Asylum.  The  unfortunate  affair  of  Monsieur  Dartaguiette, 
which,  has  made  All  the  Savages  still  more  Insolent  than  they 
were^  has  contributed,  in  no  slight  degree,  to  induce  me  to  take 
this  decision.^ 

The  Sieur  De  Lusignan,'  the  commandant  at  the  River  St 
Joseph,  Wrote  me  on  the  eighth  of  July  last  that  the  Sakis  with 
their  women  and  Children  Had  started  on  the  first  of  the  Same 
month  to  Come  to  his  post  to  beg  for  their  lives.  By  another 
Letter  of  the  same  Date,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  learned 
from  His  Savages  that  the  Renards  had  entered  into  an.  allianoe 
with  some  of  the  Prairie  Scioux  on  The  other  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissipi.  I  have  Had  the  honor  of  conveying  this  information 
in  the  King's  memorial 

I  think,  Monseigneur,  that  when  they  Learn  the  Reply  that 
I  gave  to  le  Moyne  and  to  onnontate  they  will  leave  the  Scioux 
(if  they  Are  with  Them)  to  form  villages  with  the  Puants  and 
the  Sakis. 

By  a  third  letter  of  the  twenty  fifth  of  July,  the  Sieur  De 
lusignan  informs  me  that  the  Sakis  came  to  the  River  St  Joseph 
on  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  month;  that  they  came  to 


1  Beauharnois  here  refers  to  the  defeat  and  capture  in  March,  1736, 
of  a  Frencn  detachment  from  the  posts  of  the  Wabash  and  the  IllinoK 
who  were  on  their  way  to  second  the  expedition  of  Bienville  from 
Louisiana  against  the  Chickasaw.  Pierre  D'Artaguette  was  the  leader 
of  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  which  having  failed  to  make 
a  junction  with  the  main  body,  attacked  the  Chickasaw  with  disas- 
trous results.  Twenty-two  French  were  taken  prisoners,  among 
others  the  commander,  the  Jesuit  missionary  S6nat,  Vincennes,  one 
of  the  Sieurs  de  St.  Ange,  and  other  officers,  most  of  whom  were  tor- 
tured and  burned  at  the  stake. —  Ed. 

^Paul  Louis  Dazenard,  Sieur  de  Lusignan,  was  born  in  1691,  and 
being  made  ensign  in  the  colonial  troops  in  1724,  served  long  and  ar- 
duously, obtaining  a  lieutenancy  in  1735,  and  a  captaincy  in  1744. 
After  commanding  at  River  St.  Joseph,  1735-39,  he  was  among  the 
Sioux  in  1745;  in  charge  of  Fort  Frederic,  1755;  and  at  the  post  of 
danger,  Fort  Carillon  (Ticonderoga),  1757-58.  Later  (1759),  he  com- 
manded at  Isle  aux  Noix,  and  was  at  St.  John  in  1760. — £2o. 
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fort)  quite  naked  and  in  tears,  to  offer  him  a  Calumet  and  to  b^ 
for  their  lives;  that  they  Were  Followed  by  the  CJhiefs  and 
elders  of  the  Poutouatamis,  Jlinois,  Miamis,  And  Outawois 
who  had  Gone  to  meet  Them  and  take  them  Food,  because  one 
of  their  People  had  come  to  tell  them  that  they  had  none.  He 
adds  that  they  have  Established  themselves  at  The  Place  that 
he  pointed  out  to  them,  Between  the  Poutouatamis,  Miamis  and 
Jlinois  Villages,  and  that  they  asked  him^  leave  to  go  down  to 
Montreal  next  spring  to  beg  for  mercy.  He  has  Sent  me  their 
Words  and  BHs  Answers. 

The  ^Nations  Established  On  the  bank  of  the  Missouris  who 
last  year  Joined  five  or  Six  hundred  Savages  And  French  Voy- 
ageurs,  have  all  Gone  home  Without  having  done  anything. 

I  Eemain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

BsAUHABIfOIS 

Quebec.  October  17th,  1736. 


1737:     THE  KING'S  ORDERS  FOR  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Extracts  from  the  yearly  memorial  of  the  king  in  reply  to  the 
report  of  the  governor  and  intendant.  Transcript  from  N.  Y,  Colon. 
Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1059,  1060.1 


His  Majesty  has  learned  with  pleasure  that  Captain  Des- 
noyelles'  expedition  against  the  Foxes  and  Sacs  in  1735  has 
not  been  attended  by  any  bad  consequences.  As  he  causes  his 
intentions  regarding  those  Indians  to  be  fully  explained  to  the 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  he  will  content  himself  here  to  recom- 
mend him  to  conform  thereto. 

He  hopes  to  learn  that  the  Chaouanons  will  have  kept  the 
promise  they  gave  Sieur  Joncaire,  the  commandant  in  their 
country,  to  come  down  this  spring  to  Montreal,  to  hear  the 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  discourse  on  their  migration.  It  is 
probable  that,  should  they  determine  on  that  course,  they  will 
easily  be  persuaded  to  soltle  at  Detroit;  and  that  it  is  very 
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deeirable,  so  as  to  protect  the  fidelity  of  these  Indians  against 
the  insinuations  of  the  English.  But  the  delay  they  interpose 
to  that  movement  induces  his  Majesty  to  apprehend  that  the 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  will  meet  with  more  difficulties  than 
he  had  anticipated,  and  that  the  English,  with  whom  his  Maj- 
esty is  informed  they  trade,  had  made  sufficient  progress  among 
them  to  dissuade  them  therefrom.  However  that  may  he^ 
Sieur  de  Beauhamois  should  neglect  nothing  to  accomplish  that 
removal;  and  this  object  deserves  now  the  more  attention  by 
reason  of  the  settlement  which  a  party  of  Gherakis  and  Ghicka- 
ohas  has  made  on  the  river  Oio,  as  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  must 
be  aware. 

His  Majesty  is  satisfied  with  his  explanations  respecting  his 
determination  in  1734  not  to  press  the  affair  that  occurred 
among  the  Ouiatanons,  and  to  be  content  with  the  pardon  these 
Indians  demanded  of  him.  A  mild  and  moderate  policy  is 
always  preferable,  when  it  can  be  pursued  without  affecting  the 
honor  of  the  Kation  and  the  glory  of  His  Majesty's  arms.  But 
there  are  occasions  when  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  not  to 
stop  short,  and  when  such  policy  may  be  accompanied  by  very 
unfortunate  consequences.  It  is  for  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  to 
decide  on  the  course  he  is  to  adopt  in  occurring  circumstances^ 
and  his  Majesty  cannot  but  rely  on  his  zeal  and  pmdenca 
As  respects  the  Scioux:  according  to  what  the  commandant 
and  Missionary  at  that  post  have  written  to  Sieur  de  Beau- 
hamois, relative  to  the  dispositions  of  these  Indians,  nothing 
appears  to  be  wanting  on  that  point  But  their  delay  in  oom- 
in«:  down  to  Montreal  since  the  time  they  promised'  to  do  so, 
must  render  their  sentiments  somewhat  suspected,  and  nothing 
but  facts  can  determine  whether  their  fidelity  can  be  absolutely 
relied  on.  But  what  must  still  further  increase  the  uneasiness 
to  be  entertained  in  their  r^ard,  is  the  attack  on  the*  convoy 
of  M.  de  la  Yeranddrie,^  especially  if  this  officer  has  adopted 


iThe  Sioux  attacked  on  June  8,  1736,  a  party  of  twenty-one  French 
sent  by  Sieur  de  la  V6rendrye,  in  charge  of  his  oldest  son,  to  convey 
the  Jesuit  missionary,  Aulneau,  to  Mackinac,  and  massacred  the  entire 
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the  course  he  had  infonned  tlie  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  he 
should  take,  to  have  revenge  therefor.  EQs  Majesty  will  wait 
im/patiently  Sieur  de  Beauhamois'  report  of  what  shall  have 
been  done  on  that  subject,  and  is,  meanwhile,  persuaded  that 
he  will  have  adopted  such  measures  as  will  have  appeared 
to  him  the  most  suitable  for  the  public  service. 

Versaiixes,  May  10th,  1737. 


1737:     COPPER  MINES;   INDIAN  CONDITIONS 

[EhEtracts  from  the  yearly  report  of  Beauhamois.  BiS.  in  archiw 
of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gfiHL, 
vol.  67,  c  11,  fol.  139."] 


Copper  Mines.         This  year  we  have  no  Interesting  Report  to 

make  to  His  Majesty  with  reference  to  the 
copper  mines.  The  son  of  the  Sieur  de  la  Ronde  merely  wrote 
to  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  that  he  had  endeavored  to  approach 
the  alleged  Island  of  copper  in  his  batteau,  But  that  stress  of 
Weather  had  compelled  him  to  put  into  port,  his  Sail  having 
been  Tom  by  a  Squall. 

The  Sieur  La  Ronde,  the  Elder,  who  left  for  his  Post  in  the 
month  of  may,  wrote  us  from  sault  Ste  Marie  at  the  Entrance 
of  Lake  superior  that  he  was  waiting  for  the  miners  that  are 
to  be  sent  him  and  he  promises  that  if  they  arrive  we  shall 
receive  Information  next  year  of  everything  connected  witb  the 
Mines.  A  few  Days  after  the  arrival  of  the  King's  Ship  we 
sent  the  Forsters,  father  and  son,  to  Missilimakinac  They 
will  pass  the  winter  at  that  Post  and  next  Spring  They  will  be 
in  a  Piosition  to  proceed  to  the  point  of  Chagoiiamigon  under 
the  orders  of  the  Sieur  La  Ronda  We  have  written  that  officer 
to  make  a  profitable  Use  of  them,  to  make  them  inspect  the 
various  Places  where  he  has  discovered  copper  mines  and  to 


party.  T&ia  took  place  on  an  Island  in  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  seven 
leagues  from  Fort  St.  Charles.  For  the  life  and  letters  of  Father 
Aulneau,  see  Jes.  Rel.,  Ixviii. — Ed. 
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Oonfer  with  them  in  r^ard  to  what  is  proper  to  do  for  the 
raooess  of  His  TTndertakiiig.  At  the  same  time  we  Explained 
to  him  how  greatly  It  was  to  his  Interest  to  act  promptly.  If 
the  Tonnagane  mine  can  be  Worked,  the  peace  jnst  concluded 
between  the  GSristinaux  and  the  Sautenx  of  la  pointe  is  of  the 
greatest  advantage  as  r^rards  the  peaceful  exploitation  of  the 
mines.  But  with  respect  to  this  circumstance  as  well  as  to  all 
others  connected  with  those  Mines,  We  hope  that  the  Sieur  de 
la  Eonde  will,  next  year,  place  us  in  a  Position  to  send  An 
accurate  Beport  thereof  to  his  Majesty.  We  cannot  at  present 
compel  him  to  build  a  second  Bark  at  Detroit,  as  he  boimd  him- 
self to  do.  Until  he  is  more  certain  of  the  success  of  his  Ebter- 
prise.  He  would  thereby  be  forced  to  incur  Expense  which  he 
would  be  unable  to  meet  and  which,  moreover,  would  be  abso- 
lutely Useless  should  his  success  not  equal  his  Hopes. 

The  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  hocquart  have  received  the 
Edict  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  issue  in  favor  of  the 

Ooureurs  de  bois.  This  Edict  has  been 
Amnesty  for  the  B^stered  in  the  records  of  the  Counisil 
Goureurs  de  bois.     and  published  in  the  usual  manner.     They 

have  sent  Copies  thereof  to  all  the  Posts 
of  the  upper  country  so  that  all  who  are  interested  may  be 
informed  of  the  same.  They  will  be  careful  to  see  that  the  new 
prohibitions  against  the  coureurs  de  bois  Are  Enforced. 

The  Benards  and  Sakis  have  not  struck  a  blow  since  Ihe 
affair  of  the  Sieur  Des  Noyelles.     On  the  contrary  they  have 

always  b^ged  for  their  lives  since  Then  and 

Benards  and    have  again  asked  the  same  this  year  throu^  the 

Sakis.         Outaouacs,   sinayoe,   Kiskaoons,*  the  Poutouata- 

mis  of  the  river  St  Joseph,  the  foUes  avoines^ 

and  the  Puants  who  came  down  to  Montreal. 


1  These  belonged  to  Ottawa  clans;  see  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  xvl,  pp.  30, 
120.— Bd. 
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The  OhaoiianoiM  must  have  gone  on  an  embaBsy  to  Detioit 
this  year.     Their  departure  was  delayed  solely  owing  to  the 

fact  that  they  were  waiting  for  the  Eliliskonaki^ 
Ohaouanons  Their  alliee,  who  were  bringing  themi  Porcelain.* 

They  caused  themselves  to  be  announced  by  means 
of  two  branches  of  Porcelain  whereof  Mekinac^  the  great  diief 
of  the  Outaouacs  was  the  bearer. 

OOiatanons        The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  has  nothing  to  add 

to  the  report  he  made  last  year  wilh  regard  to  the 
OBiatananSi  Gentle  measures  have  had  a  good  Effect  as  that 
nation  has  not  ceased  to  wage  war  against  the  GhicachaSL 

The  post  in  the  siouz  country  has  been  Evacuated  by  the 
Sieur  de  St  Pierre.  The  siouz  strudc  the  sauteuz  of  the  point 
of  CSiagoiiamigon  in  the  month  of  May.  The  sauteuz 
Siouz  raised  a  band  to  avenge  the  Blow  struck  at  them.  Hiey 
Induced  the  puants  to  take  part  in  their  quarrel; 
this  compelled  the  Sieur  de  St  Pierre  to  abandon  his  Post  and 
to  bum  the  fort 

The  Sieur  de  la  Verandeire  has  come  down  to  Montreal  and 

reports  that  the  Crisiinaux,   assiniboils  and 

Cristinaux,       Monsonis  savages  started  at  the  melting  of 

Assiniboils,  etc.  the  Snows  to  Avenge  the  blow  struck  at  the 

French  last  year. 
Iroquois        The  sonontouans  are  to  come  down  to  Montreal 
next  Spring. 


k 


1737:     DETROIT;  THE  GARRISON  SHOULD  BE  INCREASED 

[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  7,  1737.    Source, 

same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  308.] 

MoNSEioiq:uB — I  am  replying  alone  to  the  Letter  yon  did 
ns  the  honor  of  writing  to  ns  jointly  on  April  16  last  with 
reference  to  Detroit  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  will  do  like- 
wise and  we  have  made  an  agreement  to  that  effect.     I  have 

1  Probably  this  was  one  of  the  Shawnee  tribes,  which  is  ordinarily 
called  Kiskapocke. — Ed. 
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Gommiunicatcd  to  him  all  the  contents  of  this  Letter  which  I 
had  drafted  as  a  Joint  Letter. 

The  concessions  granted  at  that  post  are  in  Truth  an  Liduoe- 
ment  to  the  habitants  to  till  the  Land  better  than  they  have 
hitherto  done.  But,  Monseigneur,  you  cannot  expect  any  marked 
progress  unless  a  strong  garrison  is  posted  there.  At  the  be- 
ginning it  should  consist  of  at  least  60  men  with  a  stationary 
commandant,  a  second  in  command,  a  third  oflScer,  a  fourth 
officer  to  act  as  Adjutant^  so  that  there  may  be  some  r^ularily 
in  the  service.  This  is  the  only  way  to  make  ourselves  re- 
spected by  the  savages  whose  Minds  are  being  turned  every 
I>ay  through  their  frequent  conmiimications  with  the  English 
to  whom  they  are  attracted  by  the  dieapness  of  the  Gbods  for 
which  they  trade  with  them,  and  by  the  Brandy  which  is 
abimdantly  distributed  to  thenu  On  the  other  hand,  the  beaver 
trade,  which  for  a  long  time  to  oome  will  still  be  the  most  valu- 
able source  of  profit,  will  be  destroyed  unless  we  endeavor  to 
oontrol  the  savages  by  fear,  to  which  should  be  added  presents, 
the  better  to  attach  them  to  ua. 

Of  those  60  soldiers  in  garrison  some  will  settle  on  the  Spot 
every  year  and  become  good  habitants.  And  they,  with  such 
voyageurs  as  may  likewise  settle  there,  will  in  a  few  years  con- 
stitute a  good  militia  force  capable  of  Overawing  the  Savages 
and  opposing  the  Enterprises  the  English  might  some  day  At- 
tempt against  that  Post — whidi  is  the  central  point  of  the  upper 
countiy  and  will  be  capable  of  rendering  assistance  to  all  the 
posts,  and  of  preventing  interruption  of  conmiunication  between 
this  Colony  and  that  of  Louisiana.  We  have  jointly  represented 
the  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  troops  to  form  fresh 
Garrisons  and  to  strengthen  the  old  ones.  Such  increase  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  both  as  regards  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  Interests  of  good  order,  the  maintenance  of  author- 
ity and  strict  police  in  the  Interior  of  the  Colony. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  but  few  regular  troops  in  new  Eng- 
land, but  Insubordination  and  Independence  reign  there,  an 
evil  to  be  foreseen  and  Avoided  in  the  [French]  Colonies  espe- 
cially in  this  one  where  the  population  is  beginning  to  be 
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numerous  and  Las  been  allowed  to  live  with  a  little  too  mudi 
liberty. 

The  proposed  plan,  according  to  what  you  write  us,  would 
for  the  present  consist  merely  in  Placing  a  stationary  oom^ 
mandant  there.  To  me  it  seems  certain  that  the  officer  ap- 
pointed on  that  footing  and  for  whom  you  would  obtain  some 
favor  from  the  Kin^  mi^ht  to  some  extent  contribute  to  the 
increase  of  that  Establishment  by  his  Example,  his  care  and 
his  efforts  to  urge  the  people  to  till  the  Soil;  But  he  will  not 
succeed  in  increasing  the  number  of  families  or  at  least  he  will 
experience  very  great  difficulty  in  doing  so.  Soldiers  alone 
began  the  Establishment  of  Detroit  when  Monsieur  de  La 
Mothe  Cadillac  commanded  there,  and  they  alone  can  maintain 
it  at  present  The  majority  of  the  Voyageurs  are  too  busy  and 
too  fond  of  Trading  to  allow  us  to  hope  of  their  settling  there 
and  devoting  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  the  Soil. 

A  commandant  at  Detroit  as  that  Post  is  at  present  Estab- 
lished could  not  live  there  unless  he  carried  on  some  trade. 
We  cannot  help  permitting  him  to  do  so  and  in  such  case  he 
extends  it  according  to  his  industry. 

We  might  farm  out  Detroit  and  even  derive  a  profit  of  from 
3000  to  4000  livres  per  annum  by  allowing  the  farmer  to  sell 
all  the  Brandy  he  wished.  In  such  case  he  would  undertake  to 
pay  all  the  present  expenses  of  the  post.  But  euch  a  step 
would  entail  other  Drawbacks  Equally  detrimental  to  the  growth 
of  Detroit  The  farmer  would  be  at  liberty  to  put  such  price 
upon  goods  as  he  might  think  proper ;  the  old  residents  who  are 
beginning  to  cultivate  their  Lands  would  soon  decide  to  abandon 
them,  And  it  is  certain  that  they  would  not  be  replaced  by 
others.  For  the  same  reason  the  Savages  would  take  a  dislike 
to  trading  with  the  French.  Finally  freedom  of  Trade  is 
absolutely  necessary  at  the  beginning  of  Establishments  of 
that  Kind,  and  the  one  proposed  herein  is  the  only  plan  I  deem 
siiitnWe  for  the  earryin^:  out  of  your  Intentions. 

At  present  the  garrison  of  Detroit  consists  of  17  soldiers; 
the  Sieur  De  Noyelles  has  to  carry  thither  their  pay  and  uni- 
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formB  and  is  bound  to  defray  the  ordinary  Ebq)en8e8  of  the 
Post 

It  devolves  npon  Monsieur  de  Beanhamois  to  submit  to  you 
the  name  of  the  officer  whom  he  deems  most  suitable  for  the 
appointment  as  well  as  the  rank  that  should  be  given  himu 
I  had  spoken  to  him  of  Monsieur  Peau  who  oonmianded  at 
Detroit  for  three  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  savages  and  of 
the  French,  and  to  whom  His  Majesty  should  give  the  rank  of 
Kind's  Lieutenant. 

Tou  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  this  plan  that  it  would  cost 
the  King  6250  livres  per  annum  for  the  proposed  establishment, 
while  the  Commandant  and  officers  would  be  forbidden  to  carry 
on  any  Trade. 

There  is  one  consideration  that  may  become  of  Importance 
as  r^ards  the  savages  if  the  plan  be  carried  out  It  would  be 
advisable  to  send  a  reinforcement  of  ten  soldiers  only  to  Detroit 
the  first  year ;  of  ten  more  in  the  second,  and  so  on  in  the  fol- 
lowing years  until  the  number  of  60  is  reached  so  as  not  to 
cause  Uneasiness  amongst  the  savages  established  at  the  Post 
who  are  naturally  suspicious.  In  that  case  there  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  item  of  3000  livres  shown  in  the  draft  in  con- 
nection with  the  Transport  of  the  pay  and  uniforms  of  the 
Qurrison.  1 

I  remain  with  the  most  profound  respect,  Monseigneur, 
Tour  very  bumble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Quebec.  October  7th,  1737.  HoCQUABT 


1737:     THE  SIOUX;   DETROIT 

[E2xtracts  from  a  letter  from  Beauharnols  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct  14,  1737.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol. 
169.] 

MONSBIGNBTTB 

On  his  arrival  the  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  handed  me  a  Beport 
on  what  has  happened  at  the  post  in  the  sdouz  country.*    I 

iSee  next  document. — Ed. 
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take  the  liberty,  Monseigneary  of  Sending  It  to  yotu  You  will 
Bee  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  its  ever  being  possible  to  have 
any  Trade  with  that  ITation  and  that  he  acted  properly  in 
abandoning  his  fort;  they  [the  garrison]  would  have  Been  Bs- 
posed  daily  to  danger  of  perishing.  It  would  be  a  great  boon 
if  we  oould  destroy  Ihem  [the  Sioux]  because  they  occupy  the 
finest  Hunting  grounds.  That  officer  assured  me  that  if  the 
Cristinaux,  Monsonis,  and  Assiniboils  had  waged  War  Against 
Them  last  winter  they  would  have  defeated  them  all ;  that  they 
expected  this,  and  nearly  died  of  hunger  because  they  weie 
afraid  to  hunt 

The  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  told  me  that  all  the  Attentions  shown 
Them  by  the  scioux  in  the  spring  of  last  year  and  The  Eager- 
ness they  displayed  to  have  Frenchmen  amongst  Them  to  supply 
their  wants,  Were  intended  solely  to  divert  suspicion  from  the 
blow  they  were  meditating.^  He  added  that  when  the  Sieur 
De  la  Verendrye,  the  younger,  Was  at  the  head  of  the  Mon- 
sonis, Cristinaux,  and  Assiniboils,  after  he  had  refused  to  lea^ 
them  those  ITations  Went  Against  the  Scioux  of  the  woods 
instead  of  the  Maskoutins  Poiianes,   in  order  to  Bring  the 

French  into  their  party.^ 

******** 

I  am  greatly  mortified,  Monseigneur,  at  your  not  approving 
my  nomination  of  the  Sieur  De  Noyelles  to  the  post  of  Com- 
mandant of  Detroit.  Had  I  known  your  intentions  sooner  I 
would  have  Sent  another.  I  cannot  however,  Monseigneur, 
Refrain  from  representing  to  you  that  that  officer  is  generally 
liked  by  all  the  French  and  savages,  and  that  I  have  reason  to 


1  The  reference  here,  is  to  the  attack  on  La  V6rendrye*s  men  at  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods. — Ed. 

2  Two  years  before  the  massacre  (1736),  the  younger  La  Verendrye 
had  Joined  a  war-party  of  the  Cree  and  Asslnlboln  against  the  Sioux. 
In  the  council  he  was  proclaimed  leader,  an  honor  which  he  refused, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  hostilities.  It  was  thought,  nevertheless,  that 
his  massacre  was  an  act  of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the  Sioux.  The 
"Maskoutins  Poiianes"  were  the  Prairie  Sioux  (Maskoutepoels).  See 
Jones,  Aulneau  Collection  (Montreal,  1893),  pp.  76,  94.— Ed. 
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Be  veiy  well  satisfied  with  the  reports  he  sends  me.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  zeal  for  the  service,  he  possesses  an  Eminent  quality, 
that  is  disinterestedness, — a  guality  so  necessary,  especially  at 
that  Place,  that  I  thou^t  I  could  not  do  better. 

I  have  Considered,  Monseigneur,  what  you  have  been  pleased 
to  write  me  r^arding  TTis  Majesty's  views  with  reference  to 
that  post  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  expressing  my  Ideas  in  a 
private  Despatch. 

I  will  continue,  Monseigneur,  to  give  my  best  attention  in 
the  Selection  I  shall  make  of  the  Conmiandants  to  be  Sent  to 
the  Poets. 


I  remain  etc. 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  October  14tli,  1737. 


1737:     THE  SIOUX  POST  ABANDONED 

[Letter  of  St.  Pierre  to  Beauhamois.    Translated  from  a  transcript  in 
Margry,  Ddcouv,  et  dtabh,  vl,  pp.  575-580.] 

Relation  of  the  sievr  de  Saint  Pierre,  commandant  of  fhe 
past  in  the  Sioux  country,  appended  to  the  letter  of  Monsieur, 
the  marquis  de  Beavhamois. 

14th  October,  1737. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1736,  fifty  four  Sioux  warriors  passed 
in  front  of  the  fort,  where  a  portion  of  them  stopped.  The 
sienr  de  Saint  Pierre  asked  them  whither  they  were  going. 
They  told  him  that  they  were  taking  back  a  female  slave  be- 
longing to  the  Pnans,  who  had  sought  refuge  amongst  them. 
He  said  that  it  did  not  require  so  many  men  to  take  charge  of 
one  woman.  They  replied  that  they  were  going  to  hunt  turkeys^ 
in  order  to  get  feathers  for  their  arrows.  The  Puans  did  their 
best  to  stop  them.  They  continued  their  route,  and  meeting 
two  Frenchmen  at  the  little  River  of  the  Illinois  in  the  Mia- 
sissipi  country,  they  killed  and  scalped  them.  While  the  sieor 
de  Saint  Pierre  was  erecting  another  fort  about  25  leagues 
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higher  up  than  the  first^  they  passed  on  their  way  back  and 
danced  the  scalp  danoe  for  four  days  without  saying  to  what 
nation  the  men  belonged  whom  they  had  killed.  The  Puana 
found  it  out  and  notified  the  French  in  the  fort 

They  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  of  the  post  of  de  la 
Verenderie^  on  the  23rd  of  August  1Y36,  by  two  canoes  of 
Saulteux  of  la  Pointe  who  brought  letters  from  the  sienni 
Nolan,  Legras,  and  Bourassa.^  They  told  them  that  the  major- 
ity of  those  who  had  struck  the  blow  were  Sioux  of  the  woods 
and  that  only  five  Sioux  of  the  Prairies  were  with  them. 
When  the  French  heard  this  news,  they  kept  on  their  guard. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  the  Sioux  came  to  the  fort  to 
the  number  of  ten  men,  three  being  chiefs  with  a  Flag,  two  little 
girl  slaves,  57  livree  of  dried  beaver  flesh,  and  nine  deer^kinfl^ 
which  they  delivered  to  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  saying  that 
they  had  not  taken  any  part  in  the  attack  on  the  French  at 
the  Western  post,  and  by  that  word  they  begged  him  to  con- 
tinue to  give  them  what  they  needed  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
families.  He  replied  that  he  would  grant  their  request  until 
he  had  news  from  the  great  Qnontio;  that  he  had  nothing  to 
«ay  to  them,  except  that  he  would  inform  Qnontio  of  the  step 
they  were  taking  in  sending  him  thoir  word ;  that  he  could  not 
rely  on  them  after  what  they  had  done.  He  also  spoke  to 
them  of  the  two  Frenchmen  whom  they  had  killed  on  the  Mi»- 
sissipi. 

On  the  following  day,  there  came  with  three  young  men  a 
chief  who  had  a  silver  seal  hanging  from  his  ear.     The  sieur  de 


iSee  ante,  pp.  261,  262.— Ed. 

2  These  were  well-known  voyagucrs  and  Indian  traders.  Jean  Bap- 
tlste  Nolan  was  a  merchant  of  Montreal,  who  had  two  sons;  probably 
this  one  was  Charles,  born  1694,  died  1754.  Daniel  Legras,  the  son 
of  Jean,  was  interpreter  for  the  king;  he  was  bom  in  1698,  and  mar- 
ried at  Kaskaskia,  111.  There  were  a  number  of  voyageurs  by  the  name 
of  Bourassa,  but  the  most  noted  was  R6n6,  born  in  1688,  who  settled 
at  Mackinac,  and  whose  daughter  Charlotte  was  the  wife  of  Wiscon- 
sin's first  settler,  Charles  Langlade.  Bourassa  brought  news  of  the 
massacre  of  the  French  to  Quebec.  See  Jones,  Aulneau  Collection,  pp. 
93,  94.— Ed. 
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Saint  Pierre  perceiving  it,  asked  him  where  he  had  got  it;  the 
oihief  did  not  reply,  and  began  to  laugh.  The  officer  tare  off 
ike  seal  wUh  the  ear,  telling  him  he  waa  very  bold  to  appear 
before  him  with  such  a  thing,  and  had  him  tnmed  out  of  the 
fort 

On  the  18th  of  December,  they  [the  Sioux]  arrived  to  the 
number  of  thirtjr  six  men  with  their  families.  The  young 
men  went  ahead,  and  set  fire  to  the  fort  of  the  Puans.  The 
sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  asked  Ouakantape  whether  he  was  not 
content  with  having  struck  two  foul  blows  at  the  French,  with- 
Kmt  also  coming  to  insult  them  in  their  fort  by  burning  that  of 
the  Puans,  their  brothers.  He  replied  that  what  he  was  doing 
was  done  after  reflection  and  designedly.  Then  they  pulled 
up  the  stakes  in  Beverend  Father  Quignas's  garden,  burned 
them,  and  went  away. 

On  the  24:th  of  January,  1737,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
while  the  gates  of  the  fort  were  open  to  allow  of  wood  being 
carried  in,  forty  Sioux  entered  all  at.  once.  Although  he  had 
no  previous  knowledge  of  this,  when  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
was  informed  of  it,  he  had  the  gates  closed  and  said  to  them: 
"How  came  you  to  enter  hero  in  sncli  ^eat  nnml>ers  \vithout 
warning,  and  what  is  your  design  ?  You  must  remember  that 
I  told  you  last  autumn  I  would  not  receive  more  than  ten  of 
you  at  a  time.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  to  me  I  will  not 
listen  to  you  until  you  have  sent  out  all  your  young  men.*' 
This  they  did;  after  which  they  proposed  to  him  to  urge  the 
traders  to  give  them  credit  He  replied  that  he  would  not  do 
so,  because  he  could  not  forget  the  foul  blows  they  had  struci ; 
that,  nevertheles?,  if  the  traders  wished  to  be  so  good  to  them, 
he  would  not  prevent  them.  The  Sioux  said  amongst  them- 
selves: 'We  are  forty  to  twenty;  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  pil- 
lage.'^ On  hearing  this,  he  had  them  put  out,  and  they  all 
went  away. 

On  the  18th  or  20th  of  March,  the  Sioux,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  men,  encountered  in  the  interior  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  a  Salteaiix  with  his  wife  and  two  children  all  of  whom 
they  killed  and  scalped.     When  the  Saulteux  heard  of  this, 
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they  raised  a  band  to  attack  them,  and  arrived  at  the  sieor  de 
Saint  Pierre's  post  on  the  21st  of  May.  They  went  to  the 
Pnans  to  engage  them  in  their  quarrel.  The  sieur  de  Saint 
Pierre  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  their  attacking  the  Sioin^ 
Baying  that  they  exposed  the  French  to  be  massacred  because^ 
as  they  had  come  to  the  fort,  it  would  look  as  if  the  latter  had 
induced  them  to  make  the  attack ;  that  if,  on  the  contrary,  thej 
had  all  taken  a  roundabout  way,  the  Sioux  might  have  thou^t 
that  the  attack  was  made  by  warriors  who  had  started  from 
their  village  for  the  purpose  of  avenging  themselves.  Thej 
promised  him  that  they  would  go  back  the  next  day.  Thej 
did  not  do  so,  at  the  request  of  the  Puans  who  stopped  them. 
During  their  stay  five  Sioux  arrived,  and  entered  the  Frendi 
fort  to  trade.  The  French  warned  them  that  a  band  of  Sanl- 
teux  had  come  to  avenge  the  blow  inflicted  on  them.  At  ni^t 
they  asked  to  escape,  and  the  gate  of  the  fort  was  opened  for 
them.  The  Saulteux,  who  were  aware  of  this,  lay  in  ambnsh 
for  them  on  the  way.  One  of  the  band  who  spoke  Sioux,  asked: 
''Who  are  you?'*  A  Sioux  recognizing  the  Saulteux's  voice^ 
fired  a  gun  at  him,  and  broke  his  wrist  They  escaped  through 
the  woods. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Saulteux  started  early  in  the 
morning  to  return  home.  Two  hours  after  their  departure, 
twenty  five  Sioux  arrived,  who  were  informed  by  the  Puans 
of  what  had  occurred.  The  Sioux  wished  to  run  after  the 
Saulteux;  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  opposed  it.  A  Saulteux 
who  had  married  amongst  the  Puans  started  to  go  and  warn 
them  of  the  arrival  of  the  twenty  five  Sioux.  Tlie  Saulteux 
retraced  their  steps,  went  to  the  Puans  and  they  all  resolved  to 
destroy  them.  Le  Grelot,  the  chief  of  the  Puans,  told  a  French- 
man who  was  in  their  village  to  warn  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
of  what  was  going  on ;  but  the  warriors  had  already  started,  and 
ho  could  not  fnistrnto  their  desicrn.  He  notified  seventeen 
Sioux,  who  were  in  his  fort  of  the  plot  that  was  being  hatched 
against  them,  and  told  them  to  put  their  canoes  in  safety,  and 
to  warn  the  eight  men  who  were  outside.     Four  issued  from 

the  fort  to  go  to  their  people  and  to  the  canoes ;  they  found  the 
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Paass  and  Saulteux  breaking  them  up.  After  this  act,  they 
fired  on  the  Sioux,  broke  the  thigh  of  one  who  fired  a  gunnshot 
through  the  body  of  a  Saulteux  and  killed  him.  The  Saulteux 
cut  him  to  pieces.  The  Sioux  fled  through  the  woods.  The 
Saulteux  came  to  the  fort  and  asked  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
for  the  thirteen  Sioux  who  were  there.  He  replied  that  he 
did  not  give  up  people  who  took  refuge  with  him.  He  kept 
them  for  two  days,  and  then  had  them  escape  at  night.  The 
Poans  came  to  tell  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  that  they  could 
no  longer  remain  near  their  enemies;  that  the  Saulteux  had 
urged  them  to  conmiit  this  evil  deed,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
all  left  with  the  Saulteux. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Puans  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
held  a  council  with  the  sieur  de  linctot,  his  second  in  command, 
Reverend  Father  Guignas,*  and  the  French  in  the  post  to  decide 
what  they  should  do.  They  told  him  that  there  was  nothing 
else  to  be  done  but  to  abandon  the  post,  bum  the  fort,  and 
escape,  because  they  ran  the  risk  of  being  any  day  massacred 
by  the  Sioux.  He  said  that  his  advice  was  to  stay;  and  that 
he  could  not  think  that  after  the  favor  they  had  done  the  nation 
in  preventing  those  who  were  in  the  affray  with  the  Puans  and 
Saulteux  from  being  killed,  they  would  be  evil-minded  enough 
to  do  them  any  harm ;  and  moreover  that  it  was  their  interest 
to  remain.     They  replied  that  they  would  rather  sacrifice  their 


iTHe  tale  of  Father  Guignas  had  for  several  years  been  a  cause 
for  anxiety  among  his  Jesuit  brethren.  Father  Nau  wrote  in  1734: 
"The  war  is  still  carried  on  against  what  remains  of  the  Renard  nar 
tion,  and  against  the  other  tribes  which  have  taken  them  under  their 
protection.  Father  Guignas  was  not  taken,  as  it  was  feared,  but  ha 
has  had  much  to  sufPer,  for  nothing  can  be  sent  him  safely.  For  two 
consecutive  years  the  provisions  sent  him  have  fallen  into  the  enemy*! 
hands."  Aulneau  in  1735  wrote:  "We  are  much  afraid  that  father 
Guignas  has  been  taken  and  burned  by  a  tribe  of  savages  called  the 
r6nards;  but  In  this  unfortunate  country  we  should  set  little  value 
on  our  lives  which  are  so  often  in  peril."  And  again  some  weeks 
later:  "We  received,  a  few  days  ago,  news  of  father  Guignas;  since 
1732  he  had  not  been  heard  from.  He  is  in  a  helpless  state.  The 
hunger  he  has  had  to  endure,  the  imminent  danger  to  which  he  ham 
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goodfl  than  their  lives;  and  this  compelled  the  said  sieur  de 
Saint  Pierre  to  evacuate  the  post  on  the  30th  of  the  month  of 
May. 


1737:     COUREURS  DBS  BOIS  AT  MACKINAC;   PEACE  FOR  THIC 

SAUK  AND  FOXES 

[Elxtract  from  a  letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct  16,  1737,  giving  news  of  the  conditions  at  the  various  posta. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada^ 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  67,  c.  11,  fol.  180."] 

MONSEIONEXTB 

The  Sieur  De  Vercheres,*  the  Commandant  at  Massihnak- 
inac,  Wrote  me  on  the  27th  of  last  June  that  in  the  Vicinity  <rf 
his  fort  there  were  nearly  thirty  coureurs  de  bois  armed  with 
Swards,  guns,  and  Pistols  wherewith  to  fight  those  who  might 


been  continually  exposed,  of  being  massacred  by  the  sakis  and  th» 
renards,  and  numberless  other  hardships,  borne  heroically,  hav^ 
brought  him  so  low,  that  even  the  savages,  who  have  little  pity  for 
us,  are  forced  to  look  upon  him  with  feelings  of  compassion.  We 
are,  however,  in  the  impossibility  of  attempting  anything  for  his  re* 
lief,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  missionaries."  Father  Nau  wrote  Oct.  2, 
1735:  "Father  Guignas  is  in  the  Sioux  country  at  a  little  f reach 
fort  with  Ijut  six  men  with  Him.  Scarcely  a  month  ago  The  marquis 
de  Beauhamois,  governor-general  of  new  france,  sent  twenty-two  men 
in  four  canoes  with  supplies  of  which  he  stood  absolutely  in  need, 
for  The  Sioux  refuse  to  provide  for  Him.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that 
The  relief-party  will  reach  him  without  molestation,  their  route  lying 
close  to  the  country  of  the  renards."  Jes.  Rel.,  Ixviii,  pp.  233,  255,  267, 
281.— Ed. 

1  Jean  Jarret,  Sieur  de  Verch^res,  was  born  in  1687,  and  must  there- 
fore have  been  a  child  when  his  sister  Madeleine  so  bravely  defended 
her  father's  fort  against  the  Iroquois  (1696).  He  was  ensign  in  1710, 
and  in  1747  had  earned  the  following  enconium:  "A  worthy  ofllcer, 
who  has  often  commanded  in  the  upper  posts,  and  has  acquitted  him- 
self so  well  that  he  has  always  been  employed  by  the  General,  when- 
ever his  services  were  required."  He  was  sent  at  that  date  to  com- 
mand at  La  Baye,  and  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  rebellion  at 
Mackinac.  In  1750  he  was  given  the  cross  of  St.  Louis:  and  in  17?2 
was  in  command  at  Fort  Frontenac,  dying  the  same  year. —  Ed. 
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oppose  their  passage;  that  those  people  had  many  Savages  on 
their  side,  and  that  as  he  Is  not  strong  enough  to  stop  them,  he 
causes  a  careful  watch  to  be  kept.  He  writes  that  nothing  that 
he  oould  say  would  represent  the  Fact  as  bad  as  It  is. 

I  Had  determined,  Monseigneur,  to  ask  you  for  an  Amnesty 
for  Them,  solely  in  consequence  of  what  you  had  done  me  The 
honor  of  writing  to  me  last  year,  that  His  Majesty  was  to  Send 
Troops  to  this  Colony,  I  intended  to  garrison  the  Posts  with 
them,  and  to  have  these  Coureurs  de  Bois  sent  down  after  the 
Frodamation.  I  think  however  that  many  will  Return,  when 
ihey  Hear  of  the  pardon  that  His  Majesty  has  Granted  them.* 

The  Outawais,  Sinagos,  and  Kiskacous,  with  the  foUes 
avoines,  Poutouatamis,  and  Puants,  came  down  this  Yeai. 
The  Outawais  asked  that  the  lives  of  the  Sakis  be  spared,  and 
80  did  a  Chief  whose  brother  had  been  killed  by  that  nation. 
The  Poutouatamis  made  the  same  request  of  me,  and  the  foUes 
avoines  for  the  Eenards,  although  they  have  always  Been  their 
most  Cruel  Enemies,  saying  to  me  that  all  the  Evil  Hearts 
Had  been  destroyed.  The  Puants  joined  with  them  in  this 
request  I  assembled  them  all  in  a  Council,  and  said  to  them: 
**My  Children,  since  you  ask  me  for  the  Lives  of  the  Henards 
and  Sakis,  and  assure  me  that  all  the  Evil  hearts  have  Been 
destroyed,  I  am  willing  to  grant  this  out  of  consideration  for 
you,  to  prove  to  you  that  I  Desire  to  see  you  tranquil  on  your 
Mats,  and  that  I  am  glad  to  give  you  the  means  of  hunting  in 
peace  so  that  you  may  provide  subsistence  for  your  families.*' 
I  sent  them  all  away  happy.  I  think  that  I  shall  have  the  Satis- 
faction of  seeing  them  United,  for  they  have  so  promised  me. 
Those  who  wished  to  be  Eevenged  yielded  to  my  arguments. 

The  position  of  Affairs  did  not  permit  me,  Monseigneur,  to 
hesitate  for  a  moment  to  grant  them  what  they  Urgently  asked 


1  The  coureurs  de  bois  were  a  standing  menace  to  the  colony  and 
its  fur-trade  monopoly.  Illicit  traders,  they  ranged  among  the  Indian 
tribes,  securing  furs,  and  frequently  selling  them  to  the  English. 
Prom  necessity,  amnesties  were  granted  them  In  1682,  1703,  and  1716. 
See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,"  index.  Compare  the  rebellion  of  their  de- 
scendants under  Louis  Riel,  in  Manitoba,  in  1869  and  1885. — E^d. 
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of  me,  all  the  more  so  that  it  Accorded  with  the  interests  of 
the  Service  and  of  the  Colony.  And  as  the  Renards  and  Sakis 
had  done  nothing  wrong  since  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle's  affair,  de- 
spair might  have  seized  them.  They  are  to  come  down  next 
year  to  tliank  me  for  the  pardon  I  have  granted  them',  aooomh 
panied  by  all  who  craved  Mercy  for  Them.  I  considered  it  a 
good  stroke  to  have  restored  peace  among  all  these  Nations,  who 
some  time  before  Were  far  from  being  in  accord.  This  cannot 
but  be  productive  of  much  good  in  the  whole  country. 

I  Sent,  Monseigneur,  their  Words  And  my  Beplies  with 
the  necessary  Instructions  to  the  Sieur  de  Vercheres,  to  the 
Sieur  De  La  Martinidre,^  the  Conmiandant  at  la  Baye,  and  to 
the  Sieur  Da  Lusignan. 

The  affair  of  the  Sautoux  of  the  Rivicro  aux  Sables^  who 
killed  a  Maskoutin  by  mistake,  was  Patched  up  by  the  Sieur 
de  NoyeUes. 

A  party  of  hurons  who  went  last  year  on  the  war-path  Against 
the  Chicachas,  came  back  with  four  Slaves  and  one  Soalp» 
They  gave  one  of  the  captives  to  the  Sieur  de  If oyelles  to  Be- 
place  the  Sieur  Do  Viiieeimes. "'  Ho  gave  him  to  tlie  Villages 
of  his  Post  and  they  burned  him,  so  angry  Were  they  against 
that  Nation. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Bbauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  16th,  1737. 


1  Claude  Antoine  de  Berman,  Sieur  de  la  Martinl^re,  was  the  som 
of  an  eminent  judge,  councillor,  etc.,  of  the  same  name,  who  died 
in  1719.  The  younger  was  born  in  1710;  was  made  lieutenant,  later 
captain  of  troops;  received  the  cross  of  St.  Louis;  and  retired  on  half 
pay  in  1759.  He  married  an  English  girl,  Catherine  Parsons,  by  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  and  died  at  Quebec  in  1761.— -Ed. 

2  Sable  River,  Michigan,  flowing  into  Lake  Michigan. — En. 
3Vincennes  was  captured  and  burned  by  the  Chickasaw  In  D'Arta- 

guette's   unfortunate  expedition.     It   was   an   Indian   custom    to  *' re- 
place" a  victim  of  war  by  a  prisoner  of  the  same  nation. — Ed. 
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1738:     WAR  BETWEEN  THE  CHIPPEWA  AND  SIOUX 

[Eiitracts  from  two  letters  of  La  Ronde,  commandant  at  Chagouaml- 
gon,  to  Beauhamois.  MS.  in  archlyes  of  Ministdre  dee  Colonies,  Paris; 
prees-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  69,  c.  11,  fol.  106."] 

Letter  of  Jvne  B8fk 

KoNsiDUB — I  inform  you  of  what  has  oocorred  at  my 
Poet  War  has  raged  very  bitterly,  and  the  Soionx  hare  killed 
more  than  thirty  persons.  They  nevertheless  have  Sent  two 
Sauteux  women  whom  they  had  made  prisoners  to  sue  for 
Peace.  I  at  onoe  sent  off  ten  Sauteux  with  two  Slaves,  and  I 
loaded  them  with  over  two  thousand  Ecus'  worth  ^  of  presents  in 
<»rder  to  have  Peace  concluded.  50  days  Had  passed  sibm 
their  departure,  when  I  embarked  to  go  and  visit  the  various 
Places  on  the  Lake,  And  I  think  that  Peace  will  be  made 
Between  Them,  all  the  more  since  they  are  allied  with  one 
another.  I  am  pressed  for  time  owing  to  the  departure  of  the 
courier,  and  this  prevents  me  from  giving  you  further  details 
which  I  shall  send  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Letter  of  July  22nd 

Monsieur — I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  about  The 
attack  of  the  Sauteux  Upon  the  Scioux  last  year.  I  now  have 
the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  when  I  reached  Chagouam- 
igon,  I  greatly  blamed  the  Sauteux  for  having  struck  the  Sdouz 
of  the  Lakes,  because  it  Was  the  Scioux  of  the  prairies  who 
had  killed  their  Chief  and  moreover  they  had  killed  some  of 
their  kindred.  They  replied  that  it  Was  true,  but  that  it  Was 
the  Lake  Scioux  who  had  killed  the  22  Frenchmen  in  the  North, 
and  that  they  wished  to  Avenge  their  death.  What  the  Savages 
said  Was  quite  true,  for  we  have  Had  Sun-dials  and  several 
other  things  belonging  to  the  Jesuit  Father;  there  was  only 


lAn  den  was  an  old  French  coin  worth  about  sixty  cents  of  our 
money. — Ed. 

[277] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voixvii 

the  chalioe  which  a  woman  had  thrown  into  the  River  beoaiiae 
her  Child  Had  died.' 

I  told  the  Santenx  that  they  must  make  Peace,  for  that  Other 
wise  they  would  Expose  Themselves  to  die  by  hunger  next 
winter.  Eight  days  afterward  the  Sciouz  sent  back  a  Sauteiu^ 
whom  they  had  made  prisoner,  to  tell  his  people  that  thon^ 
they  Had  Been  Killed  they  asked  for  Peace,  and  that  if  the 
Santenx  would  Send  Five  of  their  Chiefs,  the  Soioux  would 
meet  them  half-way.  But  only  one  resolved  to  go  at  my  solici- 
tation, and  he,  moreover,  did  not  vulture  as  far  as  the  rendez- 
vous, but  passed  the  winter  at  a  place  thirty  Leagues  from 
Ohagoliamigon. 

In  the  month  of  March,  two  Young  men  came  and  told  me 
that  their  Father  had  killed  a  moose  15  Leagues  from  my 
Fort)  and  requested  that  I  should  Send  for  It.  I  despatdied 
my  son  with  seven  men  to  bring  It  in.  He  did  so;  and  four 
hours  afterward  a  Band  of  100  Scioux  fell  upon  three  Oabins 
of  Sauteux  who  Were  at  that  place,  Killing  four  men  and  losing 
five  of  their  own,  among  whom  Was  the  Chief. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  the  Scioux  sent  back  two  women,  whom 
they  had  captured  in  the  Raid,  to  ask  the  Sauteux  why  they 
Had  not  gone  to  the  rende2:vous  as  they  had  been  asked  to  do; 
and  to  tell  them  that  it  Was  this  that  had  Led  the  Scioux  to 
attack  Them;  that  they  asked  once  more  for  that  Interview, 
and  named  the  same  Chiefs.  I  at  once  sent  eight  sauteux  And 
I  gave  two  Slaves.     They  marched  60  days  through  the  prairiee 


iPor  a  photx)graph  of  a  French  sun-dial  of  this  period,  see  accom- 
panying plate,  and  another  of  more  elaborate  make  in  Wis,  Hist,  OoJl8.t 
xvi,  p.  64.  In  reference  to  the  relics  of  Father  Aulneau,  Father  Du 
Jaunay  wrote  to  Madame  Aulneau  from  Mackinac  in  1739:  "Finally 
the  portable  chapel,  and,  namely,  the  chalice,  which  was  plundered, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  widowed  squaw,  who  had  several  grown- 
up sons,  the  pride  and  wealth  of  the  tribe.  In  a  remarkably  short 
lapse  of  time,  all  or  nearly  all  of  them  perished  in  her  sight  This 
she  ascribed  to  the  chalice,  which  her  sons  had  given  her;  so  she  rid 
herself  of  it  by  throwing  It  into  a  river."  Jones,  Aulneau  Collection, 
pp.  95,  96.— Ed. 
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without  meeting  the  Sciouz.  They  Merely  found  their  cache^ 
of  Beaver  skins  and  they  are  to  leave  their  mark  to  show  that 
they  have  Been  there.  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  restore  Peace  as  soon  as  I  return. 


1738-41:     THE  HURON  OF  DETROIT  DESIRE  TO  MIGRATE 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can* 
ada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol.  130.] 

Memorandv/m  of  wh<it  occurred  in  The  Affair  of  the  hvrons 
of  Detroit  with  the  Oufaouaes,  Poutouatcmis,  Stmteux  and 
Mississagues  of  that  Post  from  the  12th  of  August,  17S8,  to 
the  leth  of  June,  17^1. 

By  a  word  of  the  hurons  of  the  12ih  of  August,  1738,  ad- 
dressed to  their  brothers  of  the  Sault,  of  the  Lake,  and  of 
Lorette,"'  to  Be  re])oato(]  to  Mousienr  Tlie  General,  they  say 
that  Sastaretsy^  tolls  tliein  tliat  the  Oiitaoiiaca  have,  as  it  were, 
raised  the  hatchet  against  Them  and  have  asked  all  the  ilfations 
of  their  language  who  dwell  on  the  Lakes  to  help  them  to  Ex- 
terminate them  [the  Hurons]. 

Monsieur  The  General  replied  to  that  word  on  the  21st  of 
September  following  and  Sent  Collars  and  presents  to  Mon- 
sieur De  Koyelle  to  quiet  this  affair  and  stay  the  Tomahawks. 

The  29th  of  January  1739,  Father  de  La  Eichardie  writes 
that  he  Knows  their  Minds;  that  it  does  not  seem  easy  to  re- 


iFor  descriptions  of  the  methods  of  mailing  caches,  see  Original 
Journals  of  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  (Thwaites's  ed..  N.  Y.,  1904-06), 
11,  pp.  136,  137.— Ed. 

s  These  were  the  Jesuit  mission  colonies  of  Sault  St.  Louis,  or 
Caughnawaga,  Lake  of  Two  Mountains,  and  Jeune  Lorette  near  Que- 
bec. For  their  history  see  Jes.  Rel.,  index.  These  were  the  well-known 
"praying  Indians"  of  Canada. — Ed. 

8  This  appears  to  have  been  the  hereditary  title  of  the  principal 
Huron  chief,  as  the  Jesuit  fathers  in  their  Relation  for  1659-61  speak 
of  a  chief  of  the  same  name.  The  chief  mentioned  in  the  text  died 
at  Quebec,  Aug.  4,  1747,  and  was  succeeded  by  another  with  the  samis 
title.    See  2f,  7.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  141.  162.— 'Bd. 
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BBBoie  them ;  that  he  has  a  well-founded  reason  to  fear  that-— 
although  the  hurons  have  apparently  aoquiesoed  in  the  OrdeiB 
of  Monsieur  tlie  G^eral  to  remain  at  Detroit — they  may  at 
the  first  alarm  go  either  to  the  Sonontouans,  as  they  have  been 
asked  to  do,  or  beyond  the  belle  Eividre.^ 

The  1st  of  February  Monsieur  de  N'oyelle  Writes  that  the 
Savages  Have  been  in  fear  of  one  another  throu^out  all  the 
winter;  that  the  hurons  all  Went  to  winter  in  the  interior 
contrary  to  their  custom;  that  they  abandoned  their  clearings 
and  a  portion  of  their  Indian  Com;  that  there  was  a  rumcMr 
tiiey  were  to  go  to  the  Tetes  plates ;  that  they  told  him  they 
could  not  calm:  the  Minds  of  their  wives  and  children  and  tlurt 
they  would  always  be  in  a  state  of  dread  at  that  Post 

Orontony,  the  great  Chief  of  that  Nation,*  gave  him  branches 
of  Porcelain  to  be  Sent  to  His  Father  Onontio  on  behalf  of 
the  whole  village,  by  which  they  begged  him  to  grant  them  per- 
mission to  go  and  Settle  near  him,  as  they  could  no  longer  live 
in  peace  at  that  Place,  because  whenever  the  Tetesrplates  might 
make  an  Attack  on  the  Nations  of  Detroit  they  (the  Hurons) 
would  always  be  accused  of  having  a  share  in  it ;  and  to  Avoid 
being  some  day  reduced  to  cruel  Extremities,  they  reiterated 
the  request  they  had  made. 

The  First  of  May  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Writes  that  he  Sends 
two  Collars  on  behalf  of  the  hurons.  By  the  first  they  beg  their 
Father  to  grant  them  a  tract  of  land  near  him  so  that  their 


iThe  Sonontouan  (Seueca)  were  the  most  westerly  of  the  Iroquois 
confederacy.  By  this  time  they  had  begun  to  remove  to  the  Allegheny 
River,  and  there  was  one  village  within  the  present  state  of  Ohio. 
"Belle  Riviere"  (beautiful  river)  was  the  French  appellation  of  the 
Ohio.— Ed. 

2  0nontony  (baptismal  name,  Nicolas)  was  the  leader  of  the  band 
of  Huron  who  removed  to  the  Saudusky,  and  after  making  an  alli- 
ance with  the  Iroquois  and  English  rebelled  against  French  authority 
(1747),  and  plotted  to  form  an  Inter-tribal  conspiracy  to  destroy  De- 
troit. Failing  in  this,  he  removed  the  next  year  to  White  River,  and 
later  to  the  Ohio.  By  the  year  1751,  he  appears  to  have  been  no  longer 
living.  For  his  negotiations  wflh  the  English,  see  Weiser's  "Journal,- 
in  Early  Western  Travels  (Cleveland,  1904),  i,  pp.  28-38.— Ed. 
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wives  and  Children  may  be  in  safety,  as  they  are  not  at  De- 
troit ;  that  if  he  had  not  [shown]  such  Kindness  to  Them  they 
would  go  and  die  in  some  Eemote  Spot 

By  the  second,  they  also  b^  their  Father  to  give  them  an 
officer  to  go  down  with  them  to  protect  them  from  attack. 

The  Sieur  De  Noyelle  adds  that  they  are  not  less  Fearful 
than  they  Were  at  the  Beginning  of  the  affair,  that  nothing 
eould  re-assure  them;  that  eight  Had  come  at  night  to  see  if 
their  fort  Was  burned  down;  that  they  Had  concealed  them- 
•elves  in  Father  de  la  Bichardie's  dwelling  whence  they  had 
sent  him  word  asking  him  to  go  and  speak  to  them. 

The  10th  of  May  1739,  Father  de  la  Richardie  Writes  that 
the  Threats  of  one  Entatsogo,  a  Ohief  of  the  Sault,  uttered  in 
fonnection  with  the  Peace  made  by  the  hurons  with  the  Tetes- 
plates  seemed  to  have  made  them  give  up  all  idea  of  going  to 
Settle  down  below,  [i.  e.  in  the  South]  ;  that  they  requested  him 
to  beg  their  Father  to  Excuse  them  if  they  did  not  go  down  to 
Kontreal  as  he  had  ordered  the  Elders  to  do,  because  it  Waa 
the  people  of  the  Sault  who  had  asked  them  to  do  so;  they 
charged  him  to  say  that  it  Was  not  the  Custom  amongst  savages 
to  beg  for  protection  or  for  an  asylum  in  their  fright,  but  that 
if  compassion  were  felt  for  them  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
had  pity  on  Them  to  come  and  console  them  on  their  Mat,  or 
even  to  light  a  fresh  fire  for  them  in  some  place  where  they 
might  be  considered  safe. 

The  15th  of  June,  Father  de  la  Bichardie  writes  that  he  Wag 
obliged  to  make  every  effort  to  influence  their  Minds  whidi 
Were  Fully  made  up  to  Listen  to  nothing  but  their  fear  and  the 
words  of  the  English  and  Iroquois,  whidi  seemed  to  have  some 
effect  especially  from  what  an  elder  told  him  in  private,  assur- 
ing him  that  the  English  and  Iroquois  were  taking  advantage  of 
the  hurons'  alarm  to  attract  them  to  one  of  those  two  }fatione; 
that  he  Was  compelled  to  make  Use  of  the  old  women's  influence 
to  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  was  obliged  to  tell  them  that  he  would 
die  rather  than  follow  them  amongst  the  Enemy.  He  begs  Mon- 
sieur the  General — 'in  the  event  of  his  granting  the  hurons'  re- 
quest to  be  settled  on  his  land,  and  of  Monsieur  his  Nephew  com- 

[281] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.  xvu 

ing  to  place  himself  at  their  head  to  Lead  them  to  the  place  of 
their  destination,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  the  winter  with  Them 
and  go  dowTi  earlv  in  the  spring.  [He  writes]  That  Detroit 
would  in  no  wise  suffer  by  their  Removal  because  a  number  of 
Sauteux,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Chaoiianons,  would  willingly 
Settle  there  if  the  huron  Were  to  go  away. 

The  1st  of  October  1738  answered  in  1739. 

Words  of  the  hurons  addressed  to  Monsieur  The  general. 

By  the  first  [collar],  they  say  that  it  is  very  Important 

By  the  second,  that  they  received  at  Missilimakinac  an  Em- 
bassy from  their  brothers  of  the  Sault,  and  of  the  Lake  by  which 
they  sent  them  word  to  oome  and  live  near  Them,  and  as  a  rea- 
son for  this  they  said:  "My  brothers,  in  this  Place  you  are  in 
the  Midst  of  a  Multitude  of  Nations  that  like  you  not." 

That,  at  the  time  Monsieur  de  Vaudreiiil  Urged  them  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possible  Nations  that  hated  them  and  he  said  to 
them:  "come  and  live  near  Me ;  you  will  find  a  safe  Asylum,  a 
Father  and  a  Protector." 

By  the  Fifth  word  they  said  that  they  assured  their  Father 
they  would  some  day  Carry  out  what  he  had  just  Advised  them 
to  do,  and  would  seize  the  first  pretext  that  should  arise  to  go  to 
him ;  that  they  had  long  been  seriously  Thinking  of  fulfilling 
their  promises  and  of  withdrawing. 

By  the  seventh  word,  they  said  that  the  chief  reason  that 
induced  them  to  take  that  step  was  that  they  wished  to  calm 
the  Minds  of  their  wives  and  Children  which  were  so  disturbed 
that  they  could  live  in  safety  only  near  their  Father  Onontio; 
that  everybody  in  their  village  Was  of  that  opinion  and  they 
spoke  in  their  name;  that  only  three  persons  opposed  the  step 
but  they  Were  not  Listened  to. 

By  the  twelfth  word,  they  say  that  if  their  Father  does  not 
grant  tlicir  request,  the  recret  they  will  feel  will  eompel  them  to 
take  another  step ;  that  their  resolution  is  taken  and  they  will 
go  and  die  in  the  first  place  they  may  come  to  rather  than  live 
in  that  eountrv  where  their  wives  and  Children  could  not  ven- 

f 

ture  to  p>  to  their  Work  without  Fearing  that  they  might  never 
return  at  night  to  sleep  in  their  Cabins. 
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By  the  Fourteenth,  they  say  to  their  Father  that  as  they  have 
always  Been  obedient  to  his  Orders  they  will  be  in  a  better  posi- 
tion to  Carry  them  out  when  near  him. 

By  a  Narrow  Collar,  they  beg  their  Father  not  to  refuse  their 
request,  holding  it  by  one  end  and  asking  him  to  hold  the  other 
80  that  he  may  have  the  kindness  to  bring  them  near  him  and 
thereby  calm  the  Minds  of  their  wives. 

By  a  Wide  Collar,  they  ask  their  Father  to  give  them  some 
one  to  lead  them  to  the  land  where  he  dwells,  that  they  may 
travel  in  safety  Through  the  Nations  they  fear. 

The  13ih  of  June,  Words  of  Sastaretsy,  Tayatchatin  and 
Orontony  to  be  Sent,  to  Monsieur  the  Gteneral. 

By  the  second  word,  they  say  that  they  have  made  their  inten- 
tion known  in  the  Hope  that  by  their  Father's  answer  he  will 
have  compassion  on  their  condition,  and  if  he  has  pily  on  the 
huron,  will  bring  him  near  him. 

By  the  Fourth,  that  their  thought  Was  supported  by  two  Col- 
lars to  obtain  a  prompt  answer  to  the  prayer  addressed  their 
Father  to  be  allowed  to  dwell  near  him. 

By  the  Sixth,  they  say  in  these  terms:  "My  Father,  we  have 
always  had  the  intention  of  drawing  near  you  and  nothing  can 
Change  it." 

By  the  Seventh :  My  Father,  the  huron  Knows  not  what  it  is 
to  break  his  word,  nor  to  have  a  second  thought  succeed  a  first 
one  he  has  considered  reasonable.  Thus,  My  Father,  I  do  not 
Conceal  from  you  that  he  might  take  a  step  you  would  not 
approve  of  if  you  reject  his  word. 

By  the  Ninth,  they  say  that  they  will  never  be  thoroughly 
firm  in  llioir  rjeli^ion  unless  they  separate  themselves  from  the 
Nations  that  are  not  Christian. 

By  the  tenth,  they  ask  to  Be  put  alone  in  the  Place  their 
Father  may  deem  suitable,  and  that  the  black  Gown,  may  be 
with  Them  to  soothe  their  Minds,  as  he  has  already  done  when. 
they  were  afraid. 

By  the  Fourteenth,  they  say  that  [they]  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  Nation  and  that  no  evil  deed  can  be  done  amongst  all 
the  Nations  ^vithout  its  being  imputed  to  the  hu]ion&  This  leads 
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them  to  believe  beyond  a  doubt  that  if  their  Father  defen 
Bringing  them  near  him,  they  will  despair  of  their  live8,  for 
they  Are  threatened  on  all  sides  and  they  regret  that  Compaa^ 
sion  has  not  been  promptly  Felt  for  Them  that  they  may  be  pro- 
tected. 

By  an  additional  word,  they  ask  Monsieur  De  Koyelle  and 
the  three  Black  Gowns  to  so  strongly  support  their  words  with 
their  Father  that  their  request  be  not  refused;  they  also  ask 
that  their  words  be  reduced  to  Writing  and  that  iN'icolas^  alone 
be  admitted  to  the  private  Boom  of  Monsieur  the  General. 

The  9th  of  July,  Another  word  of  the  hurons  by  which  they 
ask  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  to  Write  on  their  behalf  to  their 
Father  Onontio  to  thank  him  for  his  kindness  in  granting  iheir 
request  and  to  assure  him  that  their  Nation  will  never  foiget 
this  proof  of  the  protection  he  gives  their  wives  and  Children. 

Then  they  beg  their  Father  Onontio — in  the  Event  of  Nic- 
olas who  has  charge  of  their  affairs,  allowing  himself  to  be  won 
over  to  Prevent  their  going  down —  not  to  alter  anything  of 
what  he  has  granted  them  to  have  them  dwell  near  him,  and 
that  they  have  fully  reflected  on  the  step  before  taking  it. 

The  same  Day,  Father  de  la  Eichardie  Writes  Monsieur  the 
general  that  hh  words  havo  Been  received  l)v  the  hurons  with 
great  acclamations  of  gratitude;  that  they  await  the  return  of 
Nicolas  to  settle  all  matters. 

The  13th  of  the  same  Month,  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Writes 
that  he  has  delivered  to  the  hurons  the  words  addressed  to  him 
by  Monsieur  the  general  and  that  they  Were  greatly  flattered 
by  them,  saying  that  he  continued  to  be  always  kind  to  them. 
He  added  that  they  had  not  altered  their  design  in  any  way. 

The  26th  of  July,  1740,  Monsieur  De  :N'oyan  Writes  that  the 
Outaouacs  etc.  and  the  hurons  continue  on  the  qui  vive,  and  that 
he  will  strive  earnestly  to  reconcile  them. 

The  27th  of  the  same  Month,  He  Writes  that  since  his  last 
letter  he  has  seen  the  Chiefs  of  the  hurons  and  Outaouacs ;  that 


1  Note  on  original  MS.:       This  is  one  of  the  three  Chiefs.    His  sav- 
age name  is  Orontony." 
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he  IB  convinced  nothing  can  allay  the  uneasiness  in  which  the 
former  live ;  that  the  Outaoiiaos  were  taking  steps  that  gave  rise 
to  mnch  Suspicion  amongst  the  weaker  ones ;  and  that  the  hurons 
Had  good  reason  to  ask  their  Father  for  an  asylum  where  they 
oould  live  in  peace ;  that  to  Induce  them  to  remain  at  Detroit 
was  to  Expose  them  to  the  vengeance  of  the  others ;  that  not  to 
bring  them  to  Montreal  was  to  cause  their  destruction ;  that  the 
Iroquois  would  take  advantage  of  this  and  enter  into  an  allianoe 
with  Them ;  that  whatever  precautions  were  taken  amongst  the 
Lroquois  and  the  Outaouacs  to  conceal  their  Intrigues,  their 
plots  nevertheless  betrayed  themselves  on  both  Sides  and  sue- 
picion  was  growing. 

He  represents  that  the  migration  of  the  hurons  towards  Mon- 
treal will  secure  their  Preservation,  and  strengthen  the  Colony 
Against  the  Nations  that  might  oppose  its  growth ;  that  the  Evil 
has  become  aggravated,  As  always  happens  when  Minds  are 
filled  with  Distrust,  and  that  he  can  no  longer  flatter  himself 
that  he  can  succeed  in  reconciling  them. 

That  Detroit  will  lose  nothing  because  the  CShaoiianons  are 
ready  to  take  their  place  and  that  all  the  huron  Chiefs  Were 
determined  to  leave,  Eiiowing  the  Hisks  they  ran. 

The  First  of  August,  Father  de  la  Richardie  writes  that  the 
hurons  are  always  on  the  qui  vive  concerning  the  Outaouacs  and 
Sauteux ;  that  News  circulated  by  the  very  people  of  those  Na- 
tions continually  keeps  up  their  alarm,  not  that  they  fear  for 
Themselves,  they  say,  because  such  an  admission  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  their  pride,  but  all  their  solicitude  is  for  their  wives 
and  Children  whom  they  do  not  consider  Safe  in  a  neighborhood 
auch  as  that  of  Detroit. 

That  Nicolas  said  he  Was  proud  of  the  fact  that  to  the  huron 
Nation  alone  belonged  the  glory  of  never  having  shed  French 
blood ;  that  he  hoped  to  excite  his  Father's  Oompassioni  to 
Induce  him  to  put  him  under  his  wings.  « 

Father  de  la  Eichardie  adds  that  their  Beluctance  to  go  down 

is  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  Removed  with  savage 

formalities  from  the  Place  where  they  now  are  and  settled 

elsewhere. 
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The  4th  of  August,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  writes  that  the 
hurons  still  persist  in  their  intention  to  remove  their  fire  else- 
where ;  that  they  beg  him  to  follow  them  and  go  and  live  with 
Them  on  the  tract  of  land  Monsieur  the  General  has  granted 
them ;  that  h&  expected  the  Chaoiianons  at  the  end  of  the  month 
who  intended  to  take  their  place,  and  that  they  were  asked  to  do 
so  by  the  Outaouacs  who  would  be  delighted  with  this  Exchange. 

The  26th  of  August,  Father  de  la  Edchardie  writes  that  the 
hurons  have  in  nowise  changed  their  minds  about  Settling  near 
Montreal ;  that  the  only  thing  that  Hinders  the  Carrv^ing  out  of 
the  plan  is  savage  vanity  that  does  not  wish  to  seem  to  flee,  and 
seeks  to  conceal  its  fear  by  saying  to  the  neighboring  N'ations 
that  they  are  being  Taken  from  their  fire  in  order  that  another 
may  be  kindled  for  them ;  that  they  daily  urge  their  C5om- 
mandant  and  their  Missionaries  to  Induce  Monsieur  The  Gen- 
eral to  Send  a  word  by  which  he  will  Remove  them  from  Detroit 
and  settle  them  near  him ;  that  the  reason  and  the  truth  are  that 
they  wish  to  be  Removed  by  the  people  of  the  Sault  and  of  the 
Lake,  and  that  they  be  their  agents  to  exercise  the  gentle  pree- 
sure  they  desire ;  that  Angoiiirot  alone,  with  three  or  four  other 
Cabins,  are  opposed  to  this  Migration,  and  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  Urge  them  to  it  if  the  plan  be  Carried  out;  that  they 
have  another  in  view  which  is  to  Establish  themselves  on  grosse 
isle  ;^  but  he  thinks  they  will  hardly  live  in  peace  there  more 
than  at  Detroit. 

The  16th  of  September,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  writes  that  the 
third  Chief  of  the  hurons,  named  Angoiiirot,  had  just  arrived 
from  Sandosko/-  where  he  had  left  nearly  all  his  brothers  cutting 
down  trees  to  extend  their  Fields;  that  this  news  had  greatly 


1  Grosse  Isle,  the  large  island  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  River,  atill 
Iceeps  this  appellation. — Ed. 

iJThe  location  of  the  village,  and  what  was  later  Nicolas's  fort,  in 
the  ifaarshes  of  Sandusliy,  is  not  fully  determined.  Probably  it  was 
on  the  shores  of  Sandusky  Lac  (or  Lac  Junandott),  at  Venice.  The  old 
French  Fort  Sandusky  was  destroyed  by  Indians  May  17,  1763;  but  was 
later  rebuilt,  apparently  on  the  same  site. — En. 
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afflicted  him  because  it  strengthened  him  in  the  canviction  that 
that  Nation  would  soon  lose  the  benefits  conferred  on  them  by 
Christianity  tmless  Monsieur  the  Gteneral  had  pity  on  them  and 
brought  them  near  him  and  that  such  removal  could  not  but  Be 
beneficial  to  the  Colony. 

The  17th  of  September,  Father  de  la  Eichardie  Writes  to 
Monsieur  the  general  that  he  Had  vainly  flattered  himself  that 
he  had  brought  back  the  hurons  who  Had  established  themselves 
at  the  little  Lake  ;^  that  most  of  them  Had  gone  to  Detroit  on  the 
approach  of  the  great  feasts,  and  Had  decamped  as  soon  as  they 
Were  over,  without  its  Being  possible  for  him  to  keep  them 
there ;  that  he  could  obtain  no  other  reasons  from  Them  except 
that  they  would  settle  down  as  soon  as  their  Father  would  have 
the  goodness  to  put  them  in  a  place  of  Safety,  for  they  oould 
find  none  at  that  Spot  in  sight  of  the  Outaoiiacs  and  Sauteux ; 
that  if  their  village  Were  near  the  French  they  would  not  be 
afraid  of  their  Enemies  attacking  them;  that  their  Father's 
Protection  would  shield  them  from  every  attack;  that  it  had 
happened  that  two  Outaoiiacs  and  Poutoiiatamis  had  devas- 
tated all  the  field  of  a  huron  woman,  that  one  of  them  had  fired 
at  her  and  killed  her  dog  in  front  of  her ;  that  on  the  same  day 
an  Outaouac,  knife  in  hand,  pursued  two  Children  thirteen 
years  of  age  as  far  as  a  cabin  in  the  field;  that  all  this  con- 
firmed their  just  fearsw 

The  20th  of  April  1741,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  Writes  to  Mon- 
sieur the  General  that  the  hurons  are  still  awaiting  a  Collar 
that  they  Hope  he  will  Send  them  to  bring  them  near  him  with 
savage  formalities ;  that  they  are  divided  in  opinion,  some  wish- 
ing to  Establish  themselves  on  grosse  isle,  while  the  others  will 
Hear  of  nothing  but  Montreal ;  but  that  all  are  in  favor  of  leav- 
ing Detroit,  and  that  it  is  to  be  feared  under  the  circumstances 
they  will  abandon  their  Country  and  their  Eeligion ;  that  they 
will  be  lost  unless  their  Father  saves  them  from  that  shipwreck, 


1 "  Little  Lake"  was  the  French  name  for  Sandusky  Bay,  now  Ron- 
deau Harbor,  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The  reference  is  prob- 
ably to  some  temporary  settlement. — Bd. 
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and  that  they  will  soon  be  lost  if  he  does  not  hold  out  his  hand 
to  them.     He  adds  that  that  !N^ation  is  not  one  to  be  neglected* 

The  22nd  of  the  same  Month^  Father  de  la  Richardie  writes 
to  Monsieur  the  General  that  there  is  no  change  as  Eegards  the 
hurons,  Except  that  their  Desire  to  go  and  Settle  at  Montreal  has 
diminished  without  having  passed  away,  and  that,  to  speak  with- 
out equivocation,  they  are  convinced  they  are  not  wanted  there ; 
that  only  an  urgent  word  from  their  Father  Onontio,  with  a 
similar  one  from  their  Praying  brothers  can  draw  them  thither, 
and  even  then  he  would  not  guarantee  that  all  would  go,  althon^ 
he  thinks  that  those  who  would  remain  at  Detroit  would  gradih* 
ally  join  the  others. 

The  12th  of  Jtme  1741,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  Writes  that 
•ome  presents  would  be  needed  for  the  three  Nations  that  have 
to  Be  reconciled,  and  that  the  chief  item  is  a  collar  from  Men* 
aieur  the  general  to  grant  the  hurons  a  dwelling  place  near  him; 
otherwise  he  foresees  that  that  !N'ation  will  be  completely  lost 
to  us  owing  to  the  jealousy  the  others  have  of  it;  that  Detroit 
is  alarmed  because  it  is  alleged  that  two  large  bands  of  Tetes- 
plates  have  set  out  on  the  war-path. 


1738:     NEW  COMMANDANT  FOR  DETROIT 

[Letter  from  Noyan  to  the  French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  preced- 

ing  document,  but  vol.  70,  fol.  180.] 

Montreal,  October  5,  1738. 

MoNSEiGNEXJB — I  havo  received  with  all  possible  respect  and 
gratitude  the  Fresh  Marks  of  Kindness  wherewith  Your  Grace 
is  pleased  to  honor  me  by  appointing  me  commandant  at  Detroit. 

I  am  aware,  Monseigneur,  that  the  honor  of  Such  Confidence 
should  incite  Me  to  seek  the  Means  of  justifying  it  with  Tour 
grace;  And  in  Spite  of  My  slight  Capacity,  I  hope  that  my 
desire  to  be  Deserving  of  so  Marked  a  favor  will  enable  me  to 
do  what  you  expect  from  Me. 

I  am  unable,  Monseigneur,  to  propose  anything  to  Your  grace 
in  connection  With  the  establishment  of  that  post     I  am  stiD 
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ignorant  of  the  means  you  intend  to  make  use  of  and  of  the 
Steps  you  order  me  to  adopt,  as  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  has  not  done  me  the  honor  of  communicating  them  to 
Me. 

That  post  is  greatly  disturbed  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel 
that  Arose  between  the  hurons  and  the  outaouas.  The  blood 
that  was  shed  in  it  leads  me  to  fear  lest  all  the  Savages  are  con- 
cerned in  it>  for,  Monseigneur,  those  two  languages  interest  all 
the  Nations  of  that  country.  This  year  again  those  two  Nations 
had  asked  Me  to  command  them ;  the  outaouas  had  come  down 
for  That  purpose.  Here  is  a  suitable  opportunity  to  put  their 
friendship  to  the  test,  and  I  flatter  Myself  that  Your  grace  will 
have  sent  peace  there  when  I  reach  the  place.  Hitherto,  Mon- 
seigneur, attempts  have  been  made  to  find  in  the  flood  of 
brandy  that  has  Poured  through  that  Wretched  post,  reasons  for 
concealing  under  the  pretext  of  the  interests  of  the  Colony  the 
avidity  of  Sordid  lucre  gained  by  the  Commandants  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  laws  of  honor  and  of  religion.  I  beg  Your  grace  to 
give  Me  orders  to  the  contrary,  authorizing  me  to  punish  the 
guilty  and  which  may  keep  me  Myself  in  Check  should  I  be  so 
Wretched  as  to  endeavor  to  make  My  fortune  by  Such  shameful 
Means.  By  this  Alone,  Monseigneur,  shall  I  be  able  to  main- 
tain order,  to  make  Myself  feared  and  esteemed  by  the  French 
and  the  Savages,  and  succeed  in  placing  on  a  firm  basis  the 
establishment  your  grace  orders  me  to  begin.  I  will  send  you 
an  accurate  and  faithful  Report  every  year  if  God  be  pleased 
to  grant  me  My  Health  that  has  been  Greatly  weakened  by  three 
most  painful  operations  Performed  since  the  Month  of  April, 
My  zeal  for  the  service  has  not  Suffered  from  this,  and  I  feel 
that  I  have  still  sufficient  strength  to  Withstand  the  unavoid- 
able fatigue  and  trouble. 

I  remain  with  the  most  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur, 
Your  grace's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant 

NoYAlf 
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1738:     REPORT  OF  COPPBR  MINES 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  Beauharnols  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  5,  17?8.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  69,  foL 
222.] 

MONSEIGNEUB 

The  precautions  I  had  taken  to  enable  the  two  Miners  to  reacb 
the  Copper  Mines  have  Be^n  unavailing,  owing  to  the  Voya- 
geurs  who  conducted  them  having  been  obliged  to  put  back 
through  stress  of  Weather,  And  to  the  Season  Being  too  far 
advanced,  whidi  compelled  them  to  winter  in  Montreal.  They 
proceeded  Early  last  spring  to  Chagoiiamigon  And  the  Sieur  de 
La  Eonde  Wrote  me  on  the  28th  of  June  and  22nd  of  July  that^ 
as  he  was  returning  from  IS'avigating  the  Lake,  he  made  an 
Attempt  to  approach  the  island  that  is  said  to  Be  of  Copper  bat 
a  Terrible  Squall  prevented  him  from  reaching  it  On  his 
arrival  at  Sault  Ste  Marie  (on  the  24th  of  June)  he  learned  that 
the  Miners  had  passed  14  days  previously  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Sieur  Quillory.  He  Hoped  to  meet  him  along  the  Lake 
shore.  He  wrote  that  this  mishap  had  caused  him  chagrin,  inas- 
much as  the  Sieur  Guillory  did  not  know  the  Places  as  he  did ; 
that  Nevertheless  he  Was  assisted  by  a  Savage  who  Undertook  to 
take  him  to  one  of  the  Mines  where  the  Sieur  de  la  Ronde  had 
Been.  lie  adds  in  his  Tetter  of  the  28th  of  July  that  when  the 
Miners  returned  to  the  Sault  Ste  Marie,  he  asked  them  what 
they  thought  of  that  mass  of  Copper  (which  is  doubtless  La 
Rocho  [the  Tvook]  already  mentioned).'  They  replied  that 
it  Was  a  Mass  that  had  been  carried  by  the  ice  to  that  spot 
on  the  shore.  Thereupon  when  the  Sieur  de  La  Eonde  told 
them  he   would   show   them   similar   masses   more   than   fifty 


1  Since  the  earliest  exploration  of  Lake  Superior,  the  French  had 
knowledge  of  a  large  mass  of  copper  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ontonagon 
River.  It  is  described  in  the  Jesuit  Relation  for  1666-67  (Thwaites's 
ed.,  1,  p.  267;  liv,  p.  161)  and  was  popularly  known  as  "La  Roche."  In 
1843  this  mass,  weighing  between  6,000  and  7,000  pounds,  was  trans- 
ported to  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  where  it  was  found  to  be  95  i>er 
cent  pure  copper. — Ed. 

[290] 


1738]        French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 

Leagues  from  there,  they  admitted  that  this  might  Be  so, 
and  that  the  masses  might  have  been  detached  from  some 
mountains.  The  Sieur  de  La  Ronde  Then  proposed  that 
they  Embark  with  him  in  order  that  he  might  Take  them 
to  the  Places  where  the  Mines  Were  situated  And  Amongst 
othera  to  those  in  the  Tonnagane  Hiver,  At  first  they  raised 
some  difficulties  because  their  engagement  Expires  on  the 
first  of  May  1739,  And  they  would  be  tmable  to  get  Home  by 
that  date.  But  the  Sieur  de  La  Bonde  having  disposed  of  all 
objections  by  promising  to  pay  them  for  the  exjra  time  they 
would  be  with  him,  they  agreed  to  go  whither  he  might  wish  to 
take  them.  The  idea  of  the  Sieur  de  La  Blonde  is  to  make  them 
Inspect  generally  all  the  Places  on  the  Lake  where  he  knows 
of  Copper  Mines  being  situated  and  to  take  advantage  of  the 
stay  of  the  miners  at  that  Place  to  obtain  all  the  Information  he 
can  from  them  so  that  when  he  communicates  the  same  to  me  I 
may  be  in  a  Position  to  Beport  to  you  thereon.  Monsieur  hoo- 
quart  And  I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  report  made  by  one 
Gtiillory,  the  younger,  who  arrived  from  that  Country  on  the 
14th  of  the  month  of  August  last 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

*  Beauiiarnois 

Quebec,  October  5tli,  1738. 


1738:     ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DETROIT 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan  to  the  French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  70,  fol.  190.] 

MoinsBAL,  October  18,  1738. 

MoNSEiGNsuB — Hithorto  I  had  flattered  Myself  that  Mon- 
sieur The  Marqnis  de  Beauhamois  and  Monsieur  hocquart 
wotdd  have  added  to  the  favor  your  grace  has  conferred  on  Me 
that  of  communicating  to  Me  Your  Lordship's  Orders  Respect- 
ing The  Establishment  of  detroit 
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After  Writmg  an  two  occasions  to  Monsieur  de  Beaucours^ 
that  he  would  send  him  the  conrt^s  intentions  with  Begard  to 
Moy  Monsieur  the  Marquis  De  Beauhamois  instructed  Monsieur 
de  longueuiP  at  Quebec  to  write  Me  that  he  had  not  Carefully 
examined  Your  Lordship's  letter  when  he  wrote  to  Monsieur  de 
Beaucours ;  that  he  had  received  no  orders  to  send  Me  to  detroit 
But  Merely  a  project  proposed  by  Your  grace  to  which  he  would 
send  an  answer,  and  therefore  that  the  matter  was  not  settled* 
Thu%  Monseigneur,  it  has  been  sought  to  deprive  Me  of  the 
honor  I  should  have  had  in  proving  that  I  was  fit  for  the  posi- 
tion, and  in  justifying  Your  grace's  choice  of  me  as  a  disin- 
terested Person.  In  truth  I  am  unable  to  reply  because  I  am 
equally  ignorant  Both  of  Your  Lordship's  plan  and  of  the 
objections  to  it. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  Your  Lordship's  Kindness 
toward  me  cauj^es  Much  embarrassment  and  jealousy  heire. 
Monsieur  de  Noyelles  finishes  ELis  three  years  in  the  Month  of 
May  nezt>  and  the  appointment  of  a  Kew  commandant  is  under 
consideration.  If  Monsieur  the  general  intended  that  I  should 
be  the  person,  he  would  do  me  the  honor  of  notifying  Me* 
Arrangements  have  to  be  made  to  obviate  expense ;  I  have  there- 
fore reaJ3on  to  think  that  he  is  at  Least  Surprised  that  Your 
Lordship  should  have  cast  your  eyes  On  Me. 

• 

It  Seems  to  Me  that  Your  grace's  project,  whatever  it  may 
Be,  should  not  occasion  any  trouble ;  and  that  the  person  whom 
you  have  honored  with  Your  confidence  should  be  sent  there: 
Either  giving  him  the  poet  as  it  stands  until  Further  orders^ 
directing  him  to  keep  accotmt  of  the  emoluments  in  order  to 
render  an  exact  account  thereof  to  the  Court;  Or,  Messieurs  de 


1  Josu6  Dubois  de  Berthelot,  Sieur  de  Beaucourt,  came  to  New  France 
as  an  engineer  in  the  troops.  He  assisted  at  the  fortifications  of  Que- 
bec in  1691,  and  again  in  1712.  He  became  a  famous  partisan  leader, 
heading  expeditions  against  the  Iroquois  In  1693,  and  in  Queen  Anne's 
War  (1702-13).  In  1730  he  was  governor  of  Three  Rivers,  and  later  of 
Montreal,  which  latter  office  he  held  until  about  1748.— Ed. 

2 This  was  Charles  Le  Moyne,  second  baron  de  Longueuil;  see  (intef 
p.  10,  note  2. — ^EJd. 
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Beanharnois  and  hocquart  would  receive  the  proceeds  of  the 
lioenseB  and  other  emoluments  of  the  post,  have  the  officer  con* 
veyed  there  and  supply  His  Needs  until  Further  orders  from 
Your  grace. 

It  has  not  depended  on  Me,  Monseigneur,  for  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  them  and  of  assuring  them  that  I  would  be 
ready  at  any  time  to  carry  out  Your  grace's  orders  and  theirs. 

I  have  learned  indirectly  that  Messieurs  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  and  hocquart  found  that  the  post  of  detroit  would  No 
longer  Be  of  any  advantage  to  the  commandant.  I  do  not  think, 
Monseigneur,  that  they  had  such  anxiety  <with  regard  to  Me. 
I  flatter  Myself  that  My  disinterestedness  is  Known  to  them: 
But  how  can  a  post  where  one  Serves  the  King  Well  cease  to  be 
an  advantageous  one,  when  the  King  rewards  Services  and  Your 
Lordship  is  the  dispenser  of  favors. 

All  such  posts  will  ever  be  advantageous  ones  to  Me,  And  I 
venture  to  offer  Your  grace  the  Heart  Least  affected  by  interest 
and  the  most  Sensitive  to  honor. 

Nevertheless,  convinced  as  I  Am  that  it  is  Your  Lordship's 
intention,  while  promoting  the  public  Welfare,  to  Allow  or  to 
give  the  officer  sufficient  for  an  honorable  livelihood,  I  crave 
Your  grace's  permission  to  enter  into  details  regarding  That 
post 

The  sum  of  500  livres  is  paid  for  each  license,  10  or  12 
of  which  are  issued  yearly  besides  those  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries and  of  The  officer  Second  in  command.  This 
yields  at  least  ....     5,000  livres 

The  King  has  always  given  to  the  commandant  the  powder 

Required  for  the  whole  post,  and  which  he  has  always 

caused  to  be  sold  to  the  French  and  Savages.    This 

favor  is  worth,  per  annum  1,500  livres 

Hitherto,  for  the  maintenance  of  Good  order,  it  has  been 
enacted  that  the  Commandant  should  have  a  Bureau 

where  he  has  caused  all  the  wine  and  brandy  Re- 
quired by  the  French  to  be  sold.  This  also  brings 
him   in,   per   annum       ....     2,000  livres 


8,500  livres 
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Here  we  have  eight  Thousand  five  hundred  livres  that  can  be 
obtained  from  the  post  Without  engaging  in  trade.  In  some 
years  as  many  as  14  and  16  canoes  go  there,  But  their  Number 
is  always  uncertain. 

If  it  be  Your  Lordship's  intention  to  lower  the  price  of  the 
licenses  with  the  object  of  settling  the  post,  it  Will  be  easy  to  do 
so  by  makinfr  it  Known  that  every  voyageur  who  takes  up  a  lot 
of  land  at  detroit,  shall,  in  Consideration  of  the  sxmi  of  260 
livres  per  canoe,  have  the  exclusive  right  of  going  down  to 
Montreal  for  Merchandize;  and  I  shall  See,  Monseigneur,  that 
the  conditions  in  this  respect  Be  complied  with.  When  the 
habitants  of  the  place  shall  Trade  alone  and  by  them  Selves  it 
will  Be  profitable  to  them,  and  the  Savages  will  get  what  they 
Keed  at  a  Much  Cheaper  Kate. 

Nevertheless,  Similar  licenses  might  be  granted  at  the  same 
price  to  the  voyageurs  of  Montreal,  when  the  residents  do  not 
want  them. 

According  to  this  plan  the  licenses  will  not  yield  more  than 
2500  or  3000  livres  for  it  must  be  observed  that  Trade  is  ruined 
when  more  goods  go  np  than  can  be  disposed  of. 

for  license  .....     2.500  llyres 

profit  on  the  powder  ....     1,500  livres 

profit  from  the  Bureau  ....     2,000  lirres 

I  believe,  Monseigneur,  that  discipline  and  good  order  require 
that  the  Commandant  should  Alone  have  the  distribution  of  and 
the  profits  from  the  two  last  mentioned  items,  which  Are  not 
included  in  the  trade.  Such,  if  I  may  venture  to  express  My 
Opinion  to  your  grace,  is  the  Surest  and  easiest  way  of  settling 
detroit 

But  if  Your  Lordship  wish  that  the  Same  price  be  charged 
for  the  licenses,  and  that  everything  the  post  can  yield  be 
derived  from  it  in  order  that,  after  the  officers  are  paid,  the  Sur- 
plus Be  remitted  to  be  employed  as  Your  grace  may  deem  best, 
I  will  keep  So  accurate  an  account  thereof  that  you  Will  be 
Satisfied  with  my  obedience. 

I  Also  hope,  Monseigneur,  that  Your  grace  will,  for  the  first 
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year,  Leave  matters  on  the  present  footing  in  order  to  Meet  My 
Travelling  expenses  And  the  cost  of  conveying  such  N'ecessaries 
as  Might  Be  charged  for — with  this  diflFerence  that  I  will  have 
no  Goods  for  trading  taken  up,  And  that  I  will  account  to  Your 
Lordship,  both  for  the  expenses  and  for  the  revenues  of  the  post 
80  that  Your  grace  may  dispose  of  the  surplus. 

The  officer  Second  in  command  has  two  licenses  or  .     1,000  livres 

The  interpreter  has  one  license  or        .  500  livres 

The  Missionary  of  the  French  has  .500  livres 

The  Missionary  of  the  Hurons  has  two  licenses   .  .     1,000  livres 


3,000  livres 


They  always  dispose  of  their  licenses  to  Voyageurs,  and 
Xeither  the  King  Xor  the  (*oinmandant  ha^e  any  exi)ense  to 
incur  in  That  respect 

The  presents  the  commandants  are  obliged  to  give  Are  very 
considerable,  But  if  Your  Lordship  will  have  the  powder  given 
Me  at  the  price  it  costs  the  King  in  France,  and  will  have  the 
GkKxlness  to  allow  me  room  for  four  tons  of  freight  on  the 
King's  Ship  for  the  conveyance  of  the  wine  and  Brandy  I  shall 
Keed,  I  will  ask  no  compensation  for  all  the  presents  I  Shall 
be  obliged  to  give  the  Savages  with  the  exception  of  some  extra- 
ordinary occasions  in  connection  with  which  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  submitting  My  representations. 

Thus,  Monseigneur,  If  Your  grace  grants  Me  3000  or  2500 
livres  On  the  licenses  with  two  or  three  Thousand  pounds  of 
powder  at  the  price  ffis  Majesty  pays  for  it  in  France,  and  the 
right  of  the  Bureau  [salos-rooin]  wliich  Seems  to  Me  essential 
to  the  Commandant  who  must  be  responsible  for  His  post,  I  will 
find  the  sum  of  five  or  Six  Thousand  livres  both  for  my  Living 
expenses  and  for  presents  to  the  Savages  which  amount  to  more 
than  1500  livres  a  year. 

I  ask  no  other  Obligation  from  the  voyageurs  than  to  bring 
Me  200  pounds  weight  for  every  canoe  carrying  5000  pounds. 

Moreover,  Monseigneur,  I  Am  but  too  highly  honored  by 
Your  grace's  selection  of  me.  I  Shall  always  be  content  with 
whatever  you  may  be  pleased  to  order  Me.    When  My  di»- 
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intereetednesd  and  My  zeal  Become  knowni  to  you  I  shall  Be 
more  than  amply  rewarded.  Whatever  may  Be  Your  views 
Bespecting  that  po6t>  I  hope  to  carry  them  out  on  all  points  that 
may  depend  on  Me.  There  remains  but  one  flung  more  for  Me 
to  desire  and  that  is  that  Your  Ix)rdship  should  believe  Me  incap- 
able of  doing  anything  contrary  to  Your  orders,  to  My  honor 
and  to  My  duty.  Even  were  the  most  Brilliant  fortune  to  depend 
on  it  And  what  fortune,  Monseigneur,  can  compare  in  My 
eyes  with  The  honor  of  Your  confidence. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect^  Monseigneur,  Yotir 
grace's  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Chauoy  de  IfoYAW 


K 


[Letter  of  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  22.  1738.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  yoI.  69,  foL 
63.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — Wc  havo  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the 
honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  23rd  of  April  last  with  reference 
to  the  Post  of  Detroit 

Of  the  plans  that  each  of  us  individually  submitted  last  year 
to  you,  Monseigneur,  you  approve  only  the  Appointment  of  a 
Stationary  Commandant;  you  reject  all  the  rest  and  you  are 
pleased  to  Explain  to  Us  a  third  project  that  has  been  proposed 
to  you  which  you  Deem  more  Suitable  and  which  you  order  us 
to  discuss  together  and  to  Report  thereon.     This  we  do. 

We  both  agree  with  regard  to  the  Stationary  Commandant 
who  is  to  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  Trade  carried  on  at 
the  Post,  and  to  whom  a  suitable  remuneration  will  be  accorded 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Licenses.  There  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  allow  all  indigent  families  to  go  and  Settle  at  that 
Post  if  the  free  permits  to  be  granted  them  for  conveyance  there 
with  goods  did  not  on  the  other  hand  diminish  the  number  of 
Permits  that  are  bought  and  the  proceeds  whereof  barely  suffice 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Post.  The  same  difficulty 
arises  as  regards  taking  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Licenses  the 
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ftBsistance  and  facilities  to  be  granted  those  families  for  their 
Settlement 

The  right  to  Trade  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  Residents  at 
the  Post  in  Preference  to  the  voyagenrs  of  Montreal  Is  a 
privilege  those  Residents  have  never  asked.  The  number  of 
permissions  to  go  and  Trade  at  Detroit  is  not  absolutely  limited 
and  whenever  those  same  Residents  have  applied  for  Permits 
these  have  always  been  granted  them  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
voyageurs  from  Montreal.  But  to  Further  compel  the  Resi- 
dents when  they  take  out  Licenses  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
arpents  of  land  cleared  and  cultivated  every  year,  would  be  to 
impose  an  additional  burden  on  them  and  indirectly  to  give  the 
preference  of  the  Trade  to  the  voyageurs  from  Montreal.  We 
would  Also  observe  that  if  it  Be  proper  for  the  growth  of  the 
Post  to  send  families  there,  it  Is  Equally  important  that  such 
families  Should  devote  themselves  to  the  Cultivation  of  the  land 
the  produce  whereof  will  enable  them  to  procure  what  they  need 
from  the  voyageurs  of  Montreal  who  will  supply  their  wants. 

Here  is  a  fourth  project,  Monseigneur,  which  we  consider 
approaches  Your  views  the  most  closely,  since  there  can  be  no 
question  of  an  increase  of  the  garrison. 

In  the  present  State  of  affairs  the  proceeds  of  the  licenses 
granted  amounts  every  year  to  the  sum  of  6650  livres  on  an 
avera^,  including  500  livres  paid  by  the  two  Gunsmiths,  And 
150  livres  bv  private  individuals  who  reside  within  the  Inclos- 
ure  of  the  fort.  Thi?  sum  of  6650  livres  will,  if  vou  order  it,  be 
Employed  in  paying  the  expenses  set  forth  in  the  annexed  State- 
ment wherein  Is  Included  a  sum  of  3000  livres  for  the  gratuity 
to  be  given  the  stationary  Commandant;  in  consideration  of 
that  amount  he  shall  be  forbidden  to  carry  on  any  Trade. 

The  cost  of  transporting  the  pay  And  uniforms  of  the  Gar- 
rison is  not  included  in  the  Statement  and  to  meet  that  expense 
Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  might  grant  2  or  3  free  permits  to 
Voyageurs  of  Montreal  who  would  undertake  such  transport. 

It  will  also  be  Advisable  to  oblige  the  other  Voyageurs  or  per- 
sons in  Charge  of  Canoes  to  carry  Each  160  pounds  Weight  of 
provisions,  utensils  or  implements  for  the  Commandant  as  is 
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done  at  present  The  custom  will  also  be  ccmtinued  of  granting 
a  free  permit  for  a  Canoe  or  half  a  Canoe  to  the  Missionary  of 
the  Savages,  the  Chaplain,  the  Interpreter,  the  Sui]geon  And 
the  Sub-del^ate.  By  this  arrangement  the  Trade  that  the 
Commandant  has  hitherto  been  allowed  to  carry  on  will  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  the  general  Trade  of  that  Post,  and  it  may 
happen  that  a  larger  number  of  Yoyageurs  will  apply  for  tlie 
purchase  of  licenses.  This  will  increase  the  actual  proceeds  of 
the  Post  and  in  such  Case  the  Surplus  will  be  Employed  in 
facilitating  the  transport  of  some  families,  in  providing  for  their 
subsistence  And  in  assisting  them  at  the  Beginning  of  their 
Settlement  at  Detroit  either  for  carrying  on  Tirade  or  for  the 
first  clearing  of  the  Lands  that  will  be  Granted  to  them. 

The  Sieur  Noyan  Wrote  to  both  of  Us  separately  from  Mon- 
treal a  short  time  ago.  He  claims  to  be  cured  of  the  operation 
performed  last  spring  on  his  left  Breast,  and  he  Considers 
himself  in  fit  Condition  to  proceed  to  his  destination  at  Detroit 
next  spring.  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  will  give  him  orders  to 
that  effect.  He  will  therefore  Appoint  him  Commandant  on  the 
footing  We  propose  to  you,  pending  the  receipt  of  your  orders. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  22nd,  1738.  Hocquaet 


1738:     THE  BEAVER  TRADE 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  69,  fol.  147.] 

IMoxsEiGNEUR — The  Syndics  And  Directors  of  the  Company 
of  the  Indies*:?  have  Written  to  me  that  yoii  had  caused  He- 
proaches  to  be  addre^^ed  to  them  in  Connection  with  tlie  falling 
off  in  the  Beaver  trade  wliich  vou  deemed  to  be  due  to  them. 
Tliey  beggtid  me  to  write  you  that  they  were  not  responsible  for 

is  a«'  they  had  ever  striven  to  promote  it.     I  can  assure  you, 
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ManseigneuTy  that  the  falling  off  Was  due  to  the  bad  quality 

of  the  Scarlet  cloth.  And  to  the  low  price  of  Beaver  skins.    As 

soon  as  I  Bepresented  this  to  them  they  Sent  out  better  doth 

And  raised  the  price  of  that  Fur;  this  has  contributed  not  a 

little  to  increase  this  year's  Beceipts. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Bbauhabnois 

QuxBBO,  October  20th,  1738. 


1739 :     MBMOIR  OF  L4A.  RONDB 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  173."] 

Statement  of  the  services  rendered  to  his  Majesty  by  Monsieur 
de  La  Ronde  Denis,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Military  order 
of  St.  Louis,  first  Captain  and  Commandant  of  the  Troops 
of  the  Detachment  of  Marine,  from  1687  to  the  year  1789. 

1687  He  was  made  a  guardsman  in  the  Marine*  and  served 
in  the  Department  of  Bochefort  until  1689.  He  served  with 
Vice-Admiral  Monsieur  de  Qabaret,  Chief  of  the  Squadron, 

1689  in  the  "St  Michel"  on  board  of  which  he  took  king 
James  to  Ireland,  and  in  the  same  Campaign,  he  was  present  at 
the  Battle  of  Bantry,*  and  at  the  capture  of  an  Ostend  privateer, 
mounting  18  Guns,  which  we  took  with  Boats  commanded  by 
Monsieur  Dii  Tare. 

1690  He  served  in  the  "Courageux,"  Commanded  by  Mon- 
sieur Beale;  and  was  at  Brest  with  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de 
Sevigny  Monlmeron;  he  was  also  present  at  the  Battle  of  la 
Manche." 


lEiiiiivalent  to  midshipman. — Ed. 

2  James  II  landed  at  Kinsale,  Ireland,  March  12,  1689.  The  Bnglish 
were  defeated  by  the  French  in  the  naval  battle  of  Bantry  Bay  in  May 
of  the  same  year. — Ed. 

sThe  battle  of  "la  Manche"  is  known  to  English  historians  as  that 
of  Beachy  Head,  in  which  a  French  fleet  of  ten  vessels  defeated  the 
allied  Dutch  and  English  fleet  of  fifty-six  ships. — ^Ed. 
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1691  In  ihe  ^'Excellent"  with  Monsieur  Da  Kivan  hnet,  on 
which  he  cruised  in  the  Ghannel  thh>ughout  the  winter,  an<^ 
served  during  the  Cruise  on  the  high  seas. 

1692  In  the  ^^Envieux"  with  Monsieur  Bonaventure^  doing 
duty  as  Ensign  during  the  Cruise  to  Canada,  and  dienoe  along 
the  Coast  of  new  England. 

1693  In  the  '^Suzanne  Frangoise"  with  Monsieur  Bonaven- 
ture  on  a  voyage  to  Acadia,  during  which  he  served  as  first  lieu- 
tenant 

169^  In  the  ^^Entendu"  with  Monsieur  Duqueane,  when  wb 
went  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  captured  Palamoa  and 
Girone. 

1695  In  the  ^'Envieux'^  with  Monsieur  Bonaventure^  on 
board  of  which  he  ranked  as  Ensign,  and  went  to  Acadia  where 
they  fought  an  English  frigate,  and  thence  to  Placentia.  Here 
he  found  Monsieur  Belair,  a  pQst  Captain,  who  commanded  the 
"fourbe"  and  whose  Lieutenant  had  been  killed  in  an  engage- 
ment that  took  place  during  the  voyage  from  France.  He  there- 
fore took  Monsieur  de  la  Bonde  Denis  in  his  place,  and  during 
die  Bun  home  he  took  an  English  Ship  mounting  16  Guns,  the 
Command  whereof  was  given  him.  On  approaching  the  French 
coast,  he  met  an  English  Squadron,  which  captured  him  and  took 
him  a  prisoner  to  ireland. 

1696  He  remained  thirteen  Months  in  the  prisons  of  ireland. 

1697  He  sailed  in  the  "Vespre"  Commanded  by  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Chartrier  in  Monsieur  d'Iberville's  Squadron,  which 
sailed  for  Hudson's  Bay.  He  held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  Hiey 
captured  the  forts;  sank  the  admiral's  ship;  took  one  ship  and 
put  the  remainder  of  the  Squadron  to  flight* 

1698  In  the  "Envieux"  on  board  of  which  he  held  the  rank 
of  Ensign.  They  went  into  all  the  harbors  of  Acadia,  and 
thence  to  Placentia.  * 

1699  In  the  "Nieuport"  with  Monsieur  de  Oourbon  St. 
Leger,  cruising  along  tlie  Coast  of  Aca3ia  against  free-booters. 


iThis  feat  of  Iberville's  is  well  described  by  Garneau,  Histoire  de 
^anada  (Montreal,  18S2),  i,  pp.  368-371.— ^ Ed. 
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He  held  the  rank  of  Ensign,  and  had  Charge  of  the  Ship  by  the 
King's  orders,  owing  to  his  thorough  Knowledge  of  that  coast. 

1700  In  the  "Renomtnee*'  with  Monsieur  d'Ibenrille,  sail- 
ing to  the  Mississipi.  He  held  the  rank  of  Ensign,  and  for  five 
months  he  was  in  the  river  engaged  in  surveying  it  in  obedience 
to  Monsieur  d'Iberville's  orders.* 

1701  His  Majesty  gave  him  the  Command  of  the  "Enflamfi" 
to  sail  to  the  Mississipi  with  Munitions.*  The  Cruise  occu- 
pied 17  months. 

1702  In  the  "Loire,"  Commanded  by  the  Qhe^valier  de 
Gabaret,  on  board  of  which  he  was  second  in  command,  sailing 
to  Canada,  to  take  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois,'  the  intendant, 
there ;  and  during  the  Voyage  they  captured  an  English  Ship  at 
night.  He  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  Shoulder,  and  was 
compelled  to  remain  in  Canada,  as  he  was  not  cured  when  the 
Ship  sailed. 

1703  He  returned  in  tlie  "seine"  commanded  by  Monsieur 
The  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois  doing  duty  as  second  Lieutenant 
during  the. Voyage. 

1704  In  the  "seine"  with  Monsieur  The  Chevalier  de 
Meaupou,  sailing  to  Canada  on  board  of  which  he  was  second 
Lieutenant.  During  the  Voyage  they  met  the  Virginian  fleet 
consisting  of  five  w-ar-ships  which  attacked  us  and  after  an  En- 
gagement lasting  17  hours,  as  our  rigging  was  all  shot  away,  and 
we  had  sAx  feet  of  water  in  our  Hold,  we  were  captured  and 
taken  to  England.* 

1705  In  the  "Profond"  with  Monsieur  Cauvet  sailing 
to  Acadia,  on    board  of   which    he   was  second  in   conmiand 

iThis  was  Iberville's  second  voyage  to  the  Mississippi.  He  arrived 
at  his  colony  at  Biloxi,  Dec.  12,  1699,  and  spent  the  next  five  months 
exploring  the  Mississippi  River. — Ed. 

sThe  "ESnflamm^"  arrived  at  Biloxi  colony  with  provisions,  etc.,  the 
last  of  May,  1701. — Bd. 

s  Francois  de  Beauhamois,  intendant  of  New  France  from  Septem- 
ber. 1702,  to  September,  1705. — Bd. 

4  The  "Seine"  was  a  store  ship  of  40  guns,  and  had  on  board  20 
officers,  2,000  small  arms,  and  much  ammunition.  The  Bngliah  colo- 
nists  were  rejoiced  at  its  capture. — ^B4. 
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during  the  Voyage,  and  on  his  arrival  he  took  Command,  by  Hi» 
Majesty's  order,  of  a  frigate  mounting  14  Guns  that  the  King 
had  caused  to  be  Built  for  the  purpose  of  cruising  Along  the 
Coast  of  new  England. 

1707  While  in  Harbor  on  board  the  King's  frigate  the 
'^Biche/'  ready  to  sail  on  a  cruise,  an  English  fleet  sailed  into 
Port  Eoyal  to  besiege  it  He  was  Compelled  to  run  the  frigate 
aground  beneath  The  fort,  and  was  detached  by  Monsieur  de 
subercasse  at  the  head  of  130  men  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
little  River  which  the  Enemy,  to  the  number  of  1500  men, 
were  to  cross.  He  iiepulsed  them  twice,  but  was  compelled  to 
give  way  to  superior  force,  and  he  Eetreated  to  the  fort,  fitting 
every  foot  of  the  ground.  Throughout  the  si^e,  he  commanded 
the  Royal  Bastion,  which  faced  the  Enemy,  and  when  the  siege 
was  raised,  he  embarked  on  the  frigate  to  carry  the  news  to  the 
King.^ 

1708  He  Commanded  the  "Venus^  which  sailed  in  the 
depth  of  the  winter  to  Acadia  with  Munitions  of  war,  and  he  ar- 
rived there  at  the  Beginning  of  April.  Thence  he  went  to 
Cruise  along  the  coast  of  new  England  where  he  captured  several 
l^rizes,  and  went  to  Placentia  to  dismantle  the  vessel. 

1709  He  served  under  Monsieur  de  St  Ovide  De  Brogliand 
with  the  rank  of  second  Commander.  He  had  160  men  ta 
go  and  capture  the  English  coast.  They  succeeeded  very  well 
for  on  the  first  of  January  they  took  fort  St  John  where  they 
found  more  than  a  thousand  men  under  amis,  both  Troops  and 
settlers.  In  the  Spring  they  blew  up  all  The  forts;  they  held 
the  Coast  to  ransom,  and  conveyed  all  the  artillery  in  the  "Ve- 
nus'' to  Placentia."     He  took  to  Quebec  the  governor,  the  ofli- 


3  This  was  the  expedition  commanded  by  Colonel  March,  which  sailed 
from  Boston,  May  13,  1707,  and  made  a  fruitless  assault  on  Port  Royal. 

Daniel  d' Auger  de  Subercasse  came  to  Canada  in  1687,  and  after 
military  service  in  various  parts  of  the  colony,  received  the  appointment 
of  governor  of  Acadia  in  1705.  In  1710  he  surrendered  Port  Royal  to 
the  English.— Ed. 

3  La  Ronde  was  a  volunteer  in  this  Newfoundland  expedition,  whicn 
was  planned  by  St  Ovide,  king's  lieutenant  at  Placentia,  and  nephew 
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cers^  and  soldiers  of  the  garrison  of  St  John,  land  handed  them 
over  to  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  by  whom  he  was 
detained  during  the  whole  Summer  to  Cbnmiand  the  Marine  for 
the  Defence  of  Quebec,  which  was  threatened  with  an  attack. 
After  this  he  conveyed  provisions  to  the  Garrison  and  CJolony  of 
Placentia,  which  without  that  succor  would  have  died  of  hunger 
during  the  winter.  All  these  voyages  were  performed  in  very 
bad  weather,  and  nearly  caused  his  death  several  times. 

1710  He  sailed  on  the  "Loire"  for  Acadia.  When  he 
reached  Placentia,  he  learned  that  Acadia  was  taken,  and  this 
compelled  him  to  remain  at  Placentia  by  order  of  Monsieur  de 
Coetebelle. 

1711  He  was  sent  by  Monsieur  de  Costebelle,  the  gov- 
ernor, to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  secretly  securing 
neutrality  between  its  people,  and  that  of  Canada  in  order  there- 
by to  diminish  the  aid  that  new  England  mighit  give  for  the 
Conquest  of  new  France;  and  he  would  have  succeeded  in  this 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Mishaps  that  occurred,  and  whereof  his 
Majesty  was  fully  informed  by  the  Said  Sieur  de  Costebelle, 
who  several  times  placed  His  life  in  danger. 

1712  He  received  an  order  from  the  King  to  settle  Ulsle 
Royale;*  he  went  in  the  "Samezelac"  with  Monsieur  de  St 
Ovide  de  brogliand. 

1713  During  the  winter  he  was  engaged  in  roaming  the 
depths  of  the  forests  and  the  Lakes  of  that  island  a  Map  whereof, 
made  by  the  sieur  de  Couhaigne  sub  engineer,  he  gave  to  tlie  Com- 
mandant of  Louisbourg.  After  this,  he  was  ordered  to  go  to 
Port  Royal,  to  les  mines  and  Beaubassin  on  the  coast  of  Acadia 
to  Prevent  the  settlers  from  submitting  to  English  domination, 
because  those  places  do  not  form  part  of  nova  Scotia  or  Acadia 
according  to  the  Former  Limits  defined  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

of  the  former  governor,  De  Broulllan.  The  expedition  is  described  by 
Charlevoix,  History  of  New  France  (Shea  ed.,  New  York,  1871).  v,  pp. 
212-215.— Bd. 

1  After  the  loss  of  Acadia,  the  French  tried  to  replace  that  colony 
by  another  on  Isle  Royale  (now  Cape  Breton  Island).  Costabelle  was 
the  first  governor,  but  was  replaced  in  1713  by  St  Ovide. — Ed. 
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He  succeeded  so  well  that  these  people  there  agreed  to  never  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Orea^  Britain,  and  to  re- 
main faithful  to  the  King  of  France,  their  sovereign.' 

1714  On  his  return  from  Acadia  in  the  Month  of  January, 
he  was  ordered  to  go  to  France,  to  carry  despatches  from  Mon- 
sieur de  Costebelle  to  the  Court.  He  was  unfortunately  wrecked 
on  Beadiing  the  Coast  of  Brittany,  whence  he  posted  to  Ver- 
sailles. There  he  found  that  he  had  been  appointed  Command- 
ant of  the  port  of  Toulouse,  where  he  arrived  after  encountering 
great  difficulties,  and  continued  to  serve  unil  1720. 

1720  He  received  a  command  from  the  King  to  go  and  serve 
in  Canada.  As  he  was  about  to  start,  he  was  Ordered  by 
Monsieur  de  St  Ovido  de  Brogliand  to  follow  the  sieur  de  Qode- 
ville,  the  officer  Commanding  the  fleet  of  Pisle  St  Jean,  to  hdp 
to  settle  that  island.     This  resulted  in  his  remaining  there  by 

1721  the  King's  Order  during  1721,  to  act  as  second  in  Com- 
mand in  the  said  island.* 

1722  He  was  Ordered  by  the  King  to  replace  the  sieur  de 
Godeville  in  the  Command,  which  he  was  unable  to  do  as  Mon- 
sieur de  Beaucourtjthe  Lieutenant  of  L'Isle  Eoyale,had  received 
a  similar  order. 

1723  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  thought  proper 
to  send  him  by  land  to  Boston  on  the  5th  of  October  to  repre- 
sent to  the  governor  of  that  place  the  injury  that  he  did  to  the 


1  After  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  French  claimed  that  the  clause 
ceding  Acadia  "with  its  former  limits"  meant  only  that  portion  of  the 
peninsula  upon  which  Port  Royal  stood.  Minas  and  Beaubassin  were 
by  that  interpretation  still  on  French  soil.  For  further  descriptioa 
of  this  embassy,  see  documents  cited  by  Richard,  Acadia  (New  York 
1895),  i,  pp.  83-87.  This  frank  avowal  by  La  Ronde  of  the  purpose 
and  success  of  his  embassy  undoubtedly  lessens  the  weight  of  the  con- 
tention that  the  British  authorities  treated  the  Acadians  with  undue 
severity,  even  at  this  early  period  of  Bnglish  sovereignty. — Ed. 

2  Isle  St.  Jean  (now  Prince  EMward's  Island)  was  in  m9  ceded  to 
a  French  nobleman,  who  formed  a  company  to  settle  it.  After  a  brief 
trial,  the  enterprise  proved  abortive,  and  a  permanent  aettlemeDt 
was  not  made  until  after  the  fall  of  Louisburg. — Bd. 
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Abenakis  by  taking  possession  of  all  their  lands.^  He  had  great 
trouble  in  reaching  there,  owing  to  the  season  which  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  he  carried  out  the  orders  and  instructions  that  he 
had  received  to  the  satisfaction  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil.*  But  that  journey  and  most  of  those  that  preceded  it 
were  very  costly  to  him,  for  his  Expenses  were  never  reimbursed, 
and  he  never  received  any  allowance  either  from  the  Court  or 
from  the  governors  who  sent  him. 

1727  He  was  appointed  by  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  Oommandant  at  Chaoiiamigon,  600  Leagues  from  Que- 
bec. On  arriving  at  that  post  he  withdrew  from  the  tribe  of 
savages  there,  who  are  the  Sauteux,  a  Collar  which  th^  had 
received  from-  the  jroquois  by  the  hands  of  an  Outaoia  Chief 
cajled  Le  feu  bleu,  and  by  which  they  had  agreed  to  destroy  the 
entire  French  nation.  On  handing  me  that  Collar,  they  begged 
me  to  carry  it  myself  to  their  father,  which  I  did ;  but  I  waa 
unable  to  bring  them  the  answer,  as  they  had  requested  me  to  do, 
because  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  did  not  deem  it 
advisable. 

1728  He  remained  on  garrison  duty  in  the  town  of  Quebec, 
^hich  he  would  not  have  done  had  he  not  received  orders  to 
that  effect,  for  during  the  whole  time  that  he  has  served  the  King 
lie  has  sought  every  occasion  to  make  himself  deserving  of  pro- 
motion. 

1734  He  w^ent  to  discover  the  Mines  of  Lake  superior  and 
cf  the  other  Lakes,  and  he  remained  there  until  1736,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  journal  Sent  by  him  to  Monseigneur  the  Comte  de 
Maurepas. 

[The  remainder  of  this  memoir  is  a  duplicate  of  the  succeeding  re- 
port of  La  Ronde  (pp.  309-311),  entitled,  "Continuation  of  the  Discov- 


1  This  was  connected  with  the  war  between  the  Abenaki  and  Biassa* 
chnsetts  (1721-25),  the  most  dramatic  feature  of  which  was  the  kill- 
ing of  Father  Rasle,  the  Jesuit  missionary.  See  Charlevoix,  History 
of  New  Prance,  v,  pp.  206-282,  for  the  French  side  of  this  event;  and 
Pllfrsr.  History  of  New  EngUind  (Boston,  1875),  Iv,  pp.  434-444,  for 
the  English.— «Bd. 

'Bee  evidence  in  regard  to  this,  ante,  p.  20. — ^Bd. 
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ery  of  the  Mines,"  as  far  as  the  sentence  "I  brought  them  back  in  my 
vessel  to  sault  Ste.  Marie/'  when  the  memoir  closes  as  follows:] 

1736  Whence  I  took  them  to  Quebec  where  they  made  their 
report  to  Monsieur  the  general  and  Monsieur  The  intendant 
on  what  they  had  seen. 


1739:     NEW  MINES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Elztract  of  a  letter  from  Beauhamols  to  the  French  Minister.  MS. 
in  archives  of  Mlnlstdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada* 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  71,  c.  11,  fol.  38."] 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  Extract  from  the  Letter  of 
the  Sieur  De  la  Ronde  dated  the  17th  February  last  which  I  Had 
The  honor  of  Sending  you  on  the  14th  August,  by  the  report 
made  to  me  by  the  Sieur  Charly  St  Ange  which  I  also  Had  the 
honor  of  Sending  you  on  the  4th  September  with  the  private  dec- 
laration made  to  me  by  the  Miners  And  by  what  Monsieur  Hoo- 
ijuart  And  I  have  the  honor  of  Writing  to  you,  that  four  Copper 
Mines  have  Been  found  in  the  Tonnagane  River  and  the  Riviere 
Noire,  which  they  st^te  to  contain  an  abundance  of  ore.  They 
are  to  have  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  Reporting  to  you  thereon 
And  of  bringing  yon  some  marcasite  from  those  mines. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  Statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  li- 
censes. 

I  remain 

Quebec,  October  4th,  1739.  Beauharnois 


[Extract  from  a  letter  of  La  Ronde.  commandant  of  Point  Che- 
quamagon,  to  Beauhamols,  dated  Feb.  17,  1739.  MS.  in  archives  of 
Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gto.,  vol. 
71.  c.  11,  fol.  102."] 

Monsieur — I  have  Sent  to  Conduct  the  Miners  to  the  Tona- 
gane  River,  with  orders  to  explore  all  those  that  Issue  from  that 
Region,  and  empty  into  Lake  Superior.  They  found  in  the  fork 
of  the  river  Masses  of  Copper  in  clayey  and  Sandy  Soils,  and 
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they  said  that  these  Masses  Were  only  fragments  that  had  come 
from  the  Mountains.  They  found  three  Mines  of  this  Metal 
in  the  Eocks^  of  which  two  are  on  the  River  St.  Anne,  which 
is  Seven  Leagues  distant  from  the  Tonagane,  to  The  westrsouth- 
west.  They  said  that  they  Were  similar  to  those  in  their  own 
country,  that  is  to  say,  good  and  rich ;  and  that  there  is  one  of 
the  two  in  which  they  believe  that  silver  can  be  found,  though 
they  do  not  guarantee  This ;  even  if  there  is  none,  the  Copper 
will  prove  good.^  They  say  that  these  Mines  are  better  than 
Mountains  of  pure  Copper,  because  the  furnace  will  be  run  con- 
stantly, because  the  expense  of  Cutting  the  Copper  is  Consid- 
erable, and  they  Will  produce  marcasitel*  in  melting  it;  The 
Mines,  they  say,  are  at  the  end  of  the  Lake ;'  tlie  country  is  fine, 
the  woods  very  favorable,  and  tlie  Waterfalls  in  the  River  are 
very  well  adapted  to  furnish  power  for  their  furnaces.     ' 

The  Third  mine  is  on  the  Black  River,  right  on  the  shore  of 
the  Lake,  where  they  have  found  the  same  advantages  as  on  the 
other  River.  It  is  fifteen  Leagues  from  Tonagane,  toward  the 
same  Point  of  the  compass. 

1  have  had  the  Miners  take  si)ecimens  of  Ore  in  several  sacks, 
which  they  are  to  show  you.  They  wish  to  Carry  them  off  to 
their  country,  saying  that  we  have  no  one  in  Canada  Capable 
of  Assavinor  them. 

iThis  appears  from  the  location  to  be  the  present  Iron  River,  al- 
though no  early  maps  have  been  found  with  this  designation;  but 
in  one  authority  Iron  River  is  spoken  of  as  the  "river  where  silver 
may  be  found/'  The  reports  of  the  early  geologists,  also,  indicate  that 
some  silver  was  found  in  this  region.  See  Foster  and  Whitney 
{op.  cit) — Ed. 

2  This  word  appears  several  times  in  connection  with  the  copper 
mines.  It  means  iron  pyrites.  La  Ronde,  as  Be  says,  not  being  fa- 
miliar with  minerals,  has  probably  used  this  word  without  knowing 
its  meaning.  It  has  been  translated  into  ''ore."  "mineral,"  etc.,  ar 
•cording  to  the  sense  of  the  sentence.  Monsieur  Oboltki,  our  [Quebec] 
mining  engineer,  has  kindly  looked  over  my  translation  of  the  part 
regarding  the  mines. — Crawfoud  Lindsay,  translator. 

8  The  expression  here,  "au  bout  du  Lac,"  means  where  the  lake 
ceases  and  the  river  begins;  that  is,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. — ^ESo. 
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When  the  ice  melte,  I  will  Send  my  son  to  Tonagane  with  the 
Miners  to  explore  the  right  branchy  where  there  is  a  CHS  which 
has  a  Vein  of  Copper  of  which  I  have  gotten  a  Piece.  I  am  per- 
suaded^ Monsieur^  that  this  News  will  give  you  pleasure. 


[Letter   of   La   Ronde   lo    the   French   Minister,  dated  Oct  18,  1739. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  66,  c.  11,  fol.  166.] 

Monseigneur — ^I  thought  that  I  could  not  avoid  leaving  my 
post  of  Chagouamigon  to  bring  back  to  Quebec  the  German 
Miners  whom  you  were  good  enough  to  send  me  for  the  purpose 
of  seeking  the  Copper  Mines  that  were  thought^  beyond  a  doubt, 
to  exist  around  Lake  Superior  and  in  other  placee,  for,  previouft 
to  their  arrival,  several  masses  of  almost  virgin  Copper  were 
found  in  various  Places,  such  as  have  already  been  piiesented  to 
you. 

You  will  observe,  Monseigneur,  by  the  continuation  of  my 
journal,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you,  the  careful 
searches  that  I  caused  them  to  make  and  the  Description  of  the 
four  different  Mines  that  we  have  found,  specimens  of  Ore  from 
which  I  have  handed  to  Messieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart 
to  be  sent  to  you  with  the  Labels  indicating  the  Places  where 
they  were  found,  so  that  you  may,  Monseigneur,  order  Assays  to 
be  made  to  ascertain  which  are  the  richest,  in  order  that  I  may 
thereby  decide  upon  the  steps  that  I  should  take  to  have  them 
thoroughly  Worked,  If  they  be  worth  the  trouble.  These  Miners 
assure  me  that  they  are  as  good  as  any  of  those  that  are  Worked 
in  Germany.  They  will  also  have  the  honor  of  Describing  them 
to  you  themselves,  for  I  am  sending  them  back  to  France  with 
that  Object,  after  having  fully  remunerated  them ;  but  Experi- 
ence will  always  be  the  best  test, 

I  take  the  liberty,  Monseigneur,  of  sending  you  a  statement 
of  all  my  services  since  1C87.  If  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  se- 
cure your  kind  attention  to  them,  you  will  observe,  Monseigneur^ 
how  painful  it  is  for  me  that  I  should  have  been  completely  over- 
looked.    If  my  continual  application  to  the  faithful  performance 
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of  my  duties  during  53  years  has  not  profited  me,  I  implore  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  take  steps  to  enable  my  preeent  long  service  to 
benefit  my  Children,  who  will  always  make  themselves  worthy  of 
the  honor  of  your  protection,  whenever  you  may  be  pleased  to 
confer  advancement  on  them.  The  eldest  is  a  man  27  years  of 
age  who  is  a  second  Ensign ;  the  second  is  23  years  old,^  a  Cadet 
with  aiguillettee  since  that  rank  has  been  established  in  Canada, 
and  who  left  last  spring  for  the  war. 

All  these  just  reasons  lead  me  to  hope,  Monseigneur,  that  you 
will  listen  favorably  to  the  requests  of  a  father  who  is  still  pr^ 
pared  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in  the  service  of  the  King 
and  who  has  always  inspired  all  his  Children  with  the  same  sen- 
timents. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Bonds  Dents 

Quebec,  October  18th,  1789. 


Continuation  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Mines  by  Mon^ur  de  la 

Ronde  Denis. 

1736  On  my  arrival  at  Quebec,  I  reported  my  discovery  to 
Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  and  I  begged  hiio^ 
jointly  with  Monsieur  The  intendant,  who  was  going  to  France, 
to  ask  Monseigneur,  The  Comte  de  Maurepas,  to  send  out  skilled 
Miners  from  the  Mining  country  to  find  the  main  lode  for  we 
found  only  masses  of  virgin  Copper  in  rich,  red,  and  sandy  soils. 
Monsieur  The  intendant  took  with  him  about  500  pounds  in  the 
King's  ship,  and  Monsieur  the  general  sent  a  piece  weighing 
about  80  pounds  by  a  ship  that  sailed  for  havre  de  grace. 

1737  I  went  back  to  my  post,  pending  the  arrival  from 
France  of  the  Skilled  Miners  whom  I  had  asked'  for.     This  did 


1  These  were  Philippe  and  Pierre  Francois  Paul.  The  elder  son  was 
still  ensign  in  1748,  and  returned  to  Chequamegon  in  that  year.  Ap- 
parently, he  retired  as  ensign  on  half-pay.  The  younger  was  made 
ensign  in  1742,  and  lieutenant  in  1753,  being  killed  at  Quebec  In 
1760.— Bd. 
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not  prevent  my  making  searches  for  mines  on  all  the  Eivers,  dur- 
ing the  Autumn,  winter  and  spring.  I  found  nothing  but  maaaes 
of  Copper.  Had  I  had  any  knowledge  of  Minerals,  I  should 
certainly  have  had  no  need  of  Miners. 

1738  I  returned  in  my  vessel  to  Sault  Ste  Marie,  and  I  in- 
tencled  during  The  Voyage  to  land  on  The  island  where  the 
virgin  Copper  is  said  to  be  [Isle  Eoyale]  ;  but  I  encountered  a 
gale  from  tte  West  south  West,  which  veered  round  to  West 
^North  West,  and  the  sea  was  as  high  as  on  the  banks  of  New 
Foundland.  I  decided  to  scud  under  my  Foresail,  for  I  could 
carry  no  other  Sail.  1  certainly  ran  250  leagues  in  two  days 
and  a  half.  When  I  reached  Sault  Ste  Marie,  I  was  never  more 
surprised  than  when  I  learned  that  eight  days  before  two  German 
Miners,  father  and  son,  had  passed  through  there  on  their  way 
to  join  me  at  Chagouamigon,  so  that  I  might  take  them  to  the 
places  where  I  had  found  those  Masses  of  Copper.  I  remained 
quietly  at  sault  ste  Marie  awaiting  their  return. 

I  was  nevertheless  uneasy  for  I  saw  no  one  who  could  take 
them  there.  When  they  returned  at  the  end  of  a  month,  I  asked 
them  what  they  had  seen  and  they  told  me  that  they  had  found 
notliing  but  nodules  of  Copper  (this  is  what  we  call  Masses), 
but  no  main  lode.  I  told  them  that  they  must  re-embark  with 
me.  Thereupon  they  said  that  Copper  was  not  found  in  earth 
but  in  Rock.  I  replied  that  they  had  come  from  too  great  a  dis- 
tance to  allow  of  their  returning  so  soon ;  that  I  would  find 

■ 

Rocky  bluffs  for  themi  in  the  neighborhood  where  we  could  cer- 
tainly discover  the  main  lode ;  which  I  did. 

When  I  reached  Chagouamigon  I  found  war  raging  more 
fiercely  than  ever  between  the  sauteux  of  my  post  and  the  sioux 
of  the  Lakes.  I  decided  to  remain  at  my  post  to  endeavor  to  re- 
store peace  between  those  two  nations,  and  I  sent  my  eldest  son 
with  six  Frenchmen  and  two  savages  in  a  good  Canoe  propelled 
by  eight  paddles  to  take  the  Miners  to  the  Tonagane  River. 
They  found  in  the  bottom  of  that  River  some  more  Nodules  of 
Copper,  but  no  Mines. 

On  leaving  this  River  they  entered  the  River  Ste  Anne  six 

leagues  to  the  West  of  Tonaga.     At  its  entrance  they  found  two 
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Copper  Mines ;  one  to  the  right,  the  other  to  the  left,  which  they 
state  to  be  as  good  as  any  mines  in  their  country,  and  that  the 
waterfalls  are  very  good  for  supplying  the  motive  power  for  the 
furnaces ;  that  the  land  is  very  well  fitted  for  Cultivation  and 
the  timber  very  suitable  for  Building  forts,  Hiouses,  Magazines^ 
and  forges ;  while  the  stone  is  excellent  for  furnaces. 

On  their  return  they  found,  six  leagues  farther  to  the  west 
in  the  Riviere  noire  [Black  River],  a  mine  that  they  report  to  be 
very  good ;  and  they  returned  to  pass  the  winter  at  the  fort. 

1739  Early  in  the  spring  a  savage  named  FEsperance,  the 
bastard  son  of  a  Frenchman,  showed  me  a  piece  of  copper  that 
he  had  taken  from  a  Rock  at  the  Tonagane  River  about  a  gun- 
shot from  the  great  Ma^.9  of  Copper  that  lies  there,  and  whidi 
the  Miners  saw. 

When  the  ice  had  melted,  I  sent  my  son  with  a  Canoe  Manned 
by  six  French  and  two  Savages  to  examine  the  said  Rock.  They 
reported  that  this  Rock  was  a  very  good  mine.  Consequently 
this  makes  four  that  they  know  of.  I  brought  them  back  in  my 
vessel  to  sault  ste  Marie. 

I  sent  my  vessel  back  to  Chagouamigon  under  the  command  of 
my  son,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  and  I  put  on  board  of  it 
twelve  Carpenters  and  Sawyers  to  erect  buildings  at  the  River 
Ste.  Anne,  where  there  are  two  mines,  one  to  the  right  and  the 
other  to  the  left  of  the  River.  The  miners  claim  that  they  join 
under  the  bed  of  the  River.  I  ordered  my  son  to  go  there  with 
his  workmen  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  post  of  Chagouamigon  and 
to  build  a  very  strong  fort  with  Barracks,  good  Magazines,  and 
a  suitable  forge  at  the  place  where  the  Miners  said  that  this 
should  be  done  to  take  advantage  of  the  water-Falls,  and  I  also 
ordered  him  to  collect  stone  for  the  furnaces. 

He  also  has  men  for  the  purpose  of  making  Charcoal,  and 
they  are  likewise  to  make  Flumes  in  order  to  carry  water  to  the 
furnaces  to  make  blast  furnaces  of  them  on  the  German  System, 
After  this  I  resolved  to  return  [to  Quebec]  in  my  Canoes  with 
the  Miners. 

They  told  me  that  all  along  the  grand  River  they  had  found 
several  veins  of  ore  which  they  call  mother  lodes.     They  say  that 
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there  is  a  very  good  one  at  the  Chaudieres  40  leagues  from  Man- 
trealy  and  there  is  no  portage  to  be  made  througliout  that  dis- 
tance. There  is  only  the  Long  saut^  up  which  the  canoes  have  to 
be  taken  by  Tracking  and  poling^  and  in  going  down  the  loaded 
canoes  run  the  rapid  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  There  are 
Xepissing  savages  who  live  on  the  spot  and  who  act  as  pilots. 
But  without  making  use  of  that  tribe  we  have  very  good  French- 
men who  are  just  as  skilful  as  they  at  this  work.  I  think  that 
a  settlement  should  be  established  on  the  Kiver  Ste  Anne,  and 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  brim?  out  miners  from  Germany, 
founders,  Carpenters,  and  blacksmiths;  of  these  we  shall  need 
eight  Miners,  two  founders,  a  Carpenter^  a  mason,  and  a  black- 
smith, and  they  must  come  from  the  Mines  of  Germany  so  that 
they  may  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  what  they  have  to  do, 
and  all  should  be  for  the  River  Ste  Anne.  With  regard  to  the 
Charooal-bumers  and  wood-Cutters  we  shall  find  enougjh  of  them 
in  Canada.  We  shall  also  require  two  Additional  Miners  to  be 
stationed  at  the  Chaudieres  vdth  four  good  men  from  among 
those  salt-smugglers*  who  come  from  France,  and  they  should  be 
put  at  the  spot  where  the  lode  is  to  strip  it  and  if  it  should  be  a 
good  one,  as  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  it  would  be  easy  to 
Work  it  at  less  expense  than  that  on  Lake  superior,  and  we  could 
have  as  many  men  there  as  we  would  wish  owing  to  the  facility 
with  which  Provisions  could  be  sent  there  from  the  Montreal 
government. 

I  must  now  speak  of  the  Steps  to  be  adopted  for  Working  the 
Mines  of  Lake  Superior,  which  are  near  one  another.  I  shall 
have  to  build  a  vessel  of  SO  tons  at  Detroit,  and'  freight  it  with 


iThe  Grand  River  is  the  Ottawa,  then  the  usual  route  from  Canada 
to  the  West.  The  Chaudieres  and  the  Long  Sault  are  localities 
thereon — the  latter,  about  45  miles  above  Montreal,  and  six  miles  in 
length,  navigation  around  it  is  now  secured  by  means  of  the  GrenviUe 
canal. — Ed. 

iSalt  was  a  government  monopoly,  and  those  who  were  detected 
smuggling  it  into  France  were  transported  to  Canada,  and  used  in 
manual  labor.  Nau  describes  the  wretched  condition  of  these  trans- 
ported convicts,  in  Jes.  ReU  Ixvlli,  p.  229. — Ed. 
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provisions  and  cattle  for  the  Colony  at  the  Mines.  I  shall  bring 
the  said  vessel  to  the  foot  of  the  saut  Ste  Marie^  and  I' shall  re- 
embark  the  EiBPecta  and  cattle  in  my  vessel  which  is  above  the 
sauty  at  a  distance  of  half  a  league  from  the  other,  which  I  can 
do  both  by  land  and  by  water. 

I  have  already  at  that  place  a  mare  and  two  good  Horses  which 
are  now  working  at  the  Mines  establishment^  and  when  the  cattle 
arrive  The  Colony  will  be  flourishing;  for  there  are  no  better 
lands  nor  meadows  throughout  Canada,  and  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  the  same,  while  the  Climate  is  very  mild,  the  place  being 
on  the  46ih  degree  of  Latitude.^ 

My  intention  would  be  on  starting  from  saut  Ste.  Marie  to  go 
to  a  Edver  near  Machidache,  which  can  be  ascended  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  five  Leagues  and  in  which  there  is  sufScient  water 
for  the  vessel  of  80  tons  that  I  shall  build.  In  this  River  there 
is  neither  current  nor  rapid.  After  this  we  go  by  land  about 
eight  leagues.  The  Eoad  is  quite  practicable  for  Carts  and 
close  to  the  village  of  the  Missisagues  we  come  to  Lake  odontario ; 
the  barks  on  this  lake  go  to  la  galette  where  you  take  Bateaux 
du  Cent  to  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  by  this  means  avoid  a  por- 
tion of  Lake  Huron,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  Lake  Herie,  which  is 
very  shallow  and  has  no  harbors.***  Starting  from  the  Xiagara 
portage  at  a  distance  of  six  leagues  there  is  a  Rapid  called  the 


iln  realfty,  it  is  about  on  the  47°  of  latitude.-— Ed. 

2  La  Ronde  is  here  describing  the  Toronto  portage  from  Georgian 
Bay,  by  way  of  Matchedash  Bay.  the  Severn  River,  Lake  Siracoe,  and 
the  land  route  to  the  site  of  Toronto,  where  there  was  a  Mississagua 
village.  David  Boyle,  of  the  Provincial  Museum  at  Toronto,  thinks 
the  river  without  current  or  rapid  must  be  Holland  River,  but  that 
the  whole  passage  is  obscure.  La  Ronde  probably  reported  this  from 
hearsay,  rather  than  actual  observation.  La  Galette  was  at  the  exit 
of  Lake  Ontario.  The  phrase  "Batteaux  du  Cent"  has  g^lven  rise  to 
various  explanations.  Benjamin  Suite  thinks  that  without  doubt  it 
meant  boats  that  would  carry  packages  of  one  hundred  pounds  weight, 
the  ordinary  birch  bark  canoe  holding  "pieces  de  clnquante" — that 
is,  of  fifty  pounds  weight.  Crawford  Lindsay  thinks  It  is  probably 
intended  for  "Bateaux  des  Cente,"  or  "Bateaux  de  descente" — those 
Cor  descending  the  rapids. — Ed. 
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Rapide  plat  which  is  not  navigable  for  vessels.  We  shall  also 
avoid  the  Niagara  portage,  which  is  four  leagues  in  length  and 
in  which  there  are  throe  hills  not  practicable  for  Carts.  There- 
fore I  see  no  other  Rc^ad  for  bringing  down  the  products  of  the 
Mines  than  by  the  River  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  said  portage 
may  be  called  Torontaux  as  there  are  three  on  that  tongue  of 
land ;  and  by  this  means  a  long  Journey  will  be  avoided  and  wo 
shall  be  saved  the  necessity  of  building  vessels  and  consequently 
considerable  expense.^ 


[The  following  "Relation  made  by  John  Adam  Forater,  father  and 
son/'  dated  1739,  is  translated  from  a  transcript  in  Macalester  College 
library,  published  in  Macalester  College  Contributioni,  series  1,  No.  4, 
p.  114.] 

1st*  They  have  been  to  the  Tonagua  river  to  visit  the  rich  cop- 
per mine  from  which  specimens  have  been  sent,  but  they  found 
only  one  piece  of  rock  from  said  mine  which  could  truly  contain 
a  thousand  pounds  weight  of  copper ;  besides,  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  any  absolute  indications  of  a  mine  at  that  place;  but  in 
returning  toward  T>ake  Superior,  at  a  distance  of  a  league  and  a 
half  from  there,  they  found  a  vein  or  lode  from  w^hich  this  piece 
could  have  been  taken,  as  the  vein  contained  a  little  pure  copper, 
in  the  matrix,  from  which  they  cut  and  carried  off  as  much  as 
they  could,  without  the  proper  tools. 

One  could  never  see  a  mine,  api>arently  finer,  and  it  is  certain 
that  if  one  wished  to  start  in  the  business  and  invest  money  there, 
a  great  return  in  copper  might  be  hoped  for. 

2nd.  At  Orinial  river,  five  leagues  from  the  first  place,  they 
found  a  fine  appearing  slate  mine  where  were  five  layers,  one 
above  another,  and  many  signs  of  a  copper  mine,  from  which 
specimens  liave  l)een  sent  your  Highness,  which  will  show  by  as- 
saying whether  it  is  good  or  not. 

1  Considerable  interest  was  awakened  in  Canada  by  the  discovery  of 
these  mines.  Father  Nau  wrote  to  Madame  Aulneau,  Oct.  12.  1739: 
"An  inexhaustible  mine  of  copper  has  been  discovered  on  the  shores 
of  lake  Superior,  700  leagues  from  here;  but  the  profits  will  never  be 
very  great,  owing  to  the  immense  expense  of  transporting  the  copper." 
Jes.  Reh,  Ixix,  p.  39. — ^Bd. 
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In  the  same  plaoe  is  foun<l  a  vein  or  lode  where  copper  can  be 
recognized  in  the  matrix  and  which  is  very  hopefnL 

3rd.  At  Black  river,  nine  miles  from  there,  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, is  found  a  good  mine  of  coppery  slate  in  one  layer  only,  but 
a  foot  and  a  half  deep,  which  would  pay  being  worked. 

4th.  At  the  Lake  Nepucin  portage  there  are  six  veins  or  lodes, 
which  are  magnificent,  and  although  no  mine  has  been  remarked^ 
it  is  highly  probable  that  in  working  there  it  would  be  found. 


1739:     MARIN  PACIFIES  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Letters  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  June  30, 
and  Oct.  12,  1739.  MSS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  71,  c.  11,  fol.  35,  52-58."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — The  Sieur  Marin*  arrived  here  on  the  25th 
of  this  month,  with  two  Sgioux  And  a  Puant.  He  reports  that 
the  Kenards  And  Sakis  have  not  dared  to  go  and  Establish  them- 


iThere  appears  to  have  been  more  than  one  French  officer  of  this 
name,  and  the  sketch  in  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  y,  pp.  116,  117,  has  confused 
two  difiPerent  persons.  Pierre  Paul,  Sieur  Marin,  was  bom  in  1692, 
and  married  Marie  Josette  Guyon  in  1718.  In  1727  he  was  one  of 
the  trading  company  at  the  Sioux  post,  and  in  1730  among  the  Folles 
Avoinee  in  Wisconsin.  After  spending  1739-40  at  Rock  River  and 
La  Baye,  he  made  application  in  1741  to  go  to  France,  and  to  securo 
an  ensigncy  for  his  son.  In  1745,  he  commanded  an  expedition  against 
Saratoga  and  in  1747  was  in  command  at  St.  Joseph  River.  In  1750, 
he  was  sent  to  re-occupy  the  post  among  the  Sioux,  and  remained  there 
until  1752,  when  ho  was  summoned  to  take  command  of  the  Ohio 
country,  and  led  a  large  force  thither  to  build  Fort  le  Boeuf.  He  died 
at  this  latter  place  in  17G3,  and  was  succeeded  by  St.  Pierre.  His  son 
Joseph,  ensign  in  1748,  lieutenant  in  1756,  was  also  a  "noted  French 
partisan."  In  1749  he  was  in  command  at  Chequamegon;  in  1752 
he  relieved  his  father  among  the  Sioux  and  at  La  Baye;  made  an  at- 
tack on  a  convoy  from  Fort  Oswego  in  1756;  and  the  next  year  dis- 
played great  valor  at  Fort  William  Henry.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  fall  of  Quebec,  and  went  to  France  to  live.  The  Marin  (Morand) 
reported  living  in  Wiconsin  after  1763— Wte.  Hist.  CoTls.,  ill,  p.  211— 
was  probably  a  half-breed. — Ed. 
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selves  at  la  Baje,  because  some  ill-disposed  French  had  told 
them  that  I  was  Sending  a  large  body  of  soldiers  to  Eat  them 
up.  He  reassured  them  By  telling  them  that  this  Was  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  tiie  ChicachasJ  They  answered  that,  if 
they  did  not  see  the  war  club  coming  down  Upon  Their  heads, 
they  would  no  longer  Listen  to  evil  speechesw  The  S^ioux,  in  the 
name  of  Six  villages  and  of  all  their  young  men,  begged  Him  to 
forget  the  Bad  Actions  committed  by  their  Warriors,  assuring 
Him  that  this  would  not  happen  again,  and  that  they  wished  to 
come  down  to  bring  their  Bodies  to  the  Father  of  all  the  Nations, 
and  to  ask  his  Merc^. 

The  Sieur  Marin  has,  Monseigneur,  restored  Peace  and  tran- 
quility in  all  those  quarters,  which  is  very  favorable  for  the  Se- 
curity and  re-establishment  of  the  Posts. 

I  am  with  very  great  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  humble 

and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhasnois 

Montreal,  June  SOtli,  1739. 


^ 


Monseigneur — I  Had  The  honor  of  informing  you,  in  a  com- 
munication of  June  30th  last — of  which  I  subjoin  a  Duplicate — 
of  The  arrival  of  the  Sieur  ^larin  at  Montreal,  on  the  25th  of 
the  same  month,  with  two  scioux  And  a  Puant.  Monsieur  Hoc- 
quart  And  myself  have  Had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  in 
the  Royal  memoir,  various  items  relating  to  his  expedition  And 
his  departure. 

You  will  find  enclosed,  Monseigneur,  the  words  of  the  Scioux 
to  the  Sieur  Marin,  at  the  River  of  the  Swan  on  the  Mississippi ; 

iThis  was  the  Canadian  expedition,  commanded  by  Baron  de  Lon- 
gueuil,  which  left  Montreal  June  30,  1739,  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
Bienville,  governor  of  Louisiana,  in  his  attack  upon  the  Chickasaw. 
They  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Assomption  (Memphis, 
Tenn.),  where  they  rendezvoused  with  the  southern  wing;  the  west- 
ern, commanded  by  Cfiloron  and  St.  Pierre;  and  that  from  Illinois, 
commanded  by  Buissoni^re.  For  a  graphic  account  of  this  expedition 
related  by  a  participant,  see  Claiborne,  Mississippi  (Jackson,  1880 )» 
pp.  64-86.— Ed. 
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those  which  have  Been  addressed  to  me  by  the  chiefs  who  came 
down ;  My  Replies ;  The  Words  of  the  Ptiants ;  those  of  the  Ren- 
ard  Chiefs  on  The  other  Side  of  the  Mississippi ;  those  of  the 
Sakis,  and  of  a  Fox  Chief  In  private  with  four  Warriors ;  And 
those  of  the  Sakis  and  Renards  Together.^  By  these  you  will 
be  able  to  judge,  Monseigneur,  what  we  may  expect  from  all  the 
jSTations. 

The  Affair  of  the  Eenards,  who  killed  a  Frenchman  in  Hinois, 
I  found  a  very  delicate  one.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  told  me  that 
it  was  a  mistake,  And  that  he  expected  that  that  iTation  would 
Deliver  up  the  murderer  to  himi,  to  be  bubug^it  to  Me  this  Spring. 
I  left  him  free  to  act,  within  his  Instructions,  according  to  The 
circumstances  of  the  Case,  And  the  furtherance  of  the  service. 
You  are  aware,  Monseigneur,  that  in  the  present  conditions  no 
other  decision  was  possible.  I  have  Been  informed  that  this 
Frenchman  Was  a  Soldier,  who  had  deserted  from  Fort  Chartres, 
and  was  making  his  escape.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  assured  me, 
Monseigneur,  that  he  would  bring  with  him  next  Summer  sev- 
eral scioux  Chiefs,  as  the  favorable  reception  accorded  by  the  Na- 
tions among  whom  they  passed  to  the  two  who  came  do^vn  would 
Induce  The  others  to  descend. 

The  Sieur  De  Celeron  Writes  me,  June  13  last,  that  the  two 
Scioux,  whom  the  Sieur  Marin  brought  with  him,  were  extreme- 
ly well  received  in  the  village  of  the  Outaois,  who  said  that  they 
would  do  with  pleasure  everything  that  their  father  Onontio 
might  desire,  in  order  io  give  tranquillity  to  the  country.  He 
adds  that  the  Scioux  were  much  delighted  by  this  Reception. 

If  it  is  possible,  Monseigneur,  to  succeed  in  making  this  Na- 
tion obedient  again,  it  Will  be  a  great  advanta^  to  the  upper 
Country,  And  to  the  colony.  I  am  sure  that  the  Sieur  Marin 
will  do  all  in  his  power  to  succeed  in  this.  And  I  have  enough 
Confidence  in  him  to  believe  that  he  will  accomplish  it. 

As  Regards  the  Renards  And  Sakis,  the  Matter  appears  to  me 
a  more  difficult  one,  because  La  Baye  is  no  longer  as  fertile  as  it 
Was,  And  because  they  regard  the  Place  with  suspicion  on  ao- 


iThe  first  three  are  missing  from  the  speecheB  that  follow. — Eo. 
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count  of  the  Things  that  have  happened  there.     If  we  absolutely 

can  not  bring  them  to  the  decision  to  re-establish  themselves 
there,  we  will  Chooae  a  Place  for  them  in  the  vicinity,  where 

they  can  liva  I  have,  however,  given  orders  to  the  Sieur  Marin 
to  make  every  Effort  to  Induce  them  to  do  as  we  desire,  And  to 
n>ake  them  come  down  with  the  Scioux  And  the  Puants.  Next 
spring,  I  shall  have  The  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  giving  you  an 
Account  of  everything. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  hum- 
ble and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauhabnois 
Quebec,  Oct.  12th,  1739. 


^Yords  of  the  Puants  to  the  Siewr  Marin,  assigned  to  Rock  River 

an  the  Mississippi,  November  17, 17 S8. 

My  Father,  we  have  learned  that  you  Had  arrived,  whidi  has 
Led  us  to  Tell  you  what  Has  happened  in  the  Course  of  The 
Simmier. 

While  we  Were  down  at  Montreal,  The  Renards  with  some  Sa- 
kis  made  War  on  the  Ilinois  and  killed  a  Frenchman.  The 
Chief  of  the  Band  Is  a  Renard. 

We  have  come  to  tell  you,  that  if  we  did  not  wait  for  you  at 
the  Eock  River,  it  is  because  we  fled  in  the  direction  of  the  Hi- 
nois,  for  fear  that  the  Scioux  might  come  and  attack  us. 

We  have  learned  that  our  Kinsmen,  the  Sakis  and  Renards, 
had  a  design  to  effect  a  reconciliation  wath  Them,  And  that  they 
did  not  want  peace  with  us.  This  is  what  forced  us  to  go  so  far 
to  escape  them. 

My  father,  this  docs  not  Prevent  us  from  Listening  to  your 
words  And  from  doing  everything  that  our  father  Onontio  de- 
sires of  us. 

Words  of  txco  Benard  Chiefs  of  the  Band  which  is  K/n  the  other 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  November  28,  1738. 

Mv  Father,  we  have  come  to  Inform  vou  of  the  mischief 
which  our  people  have  done  to  the  French  of  the  Ilinois:  they 
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have  killed  one  of  Them,  whioh  causes  us  much  grief  and  Em- 
barrasses us  greatly. 

I  will  tell  you,  my  Father,  that  we  have  no  share  in  this  wicked 
aifair,  And  that  none  of  our  young  men  were  concerned  in  it. 
All  were  of  the  Band  of  Mekaga,  who  has  gone  down  to  Mon- 
treal, to  see  our  Father  Onontio. 

We  have  learned  that  he  Is  not  pleajsed  with  our  Being  here ; 
but  we  are  not,  however,  doing  any  wrong  here,  as  we  have  only 
come  here  to  provide  for  our  families  who  would  meet  with  hard- 
ships elsewhere. 

You  have  perhaps  been   told,   my  Father,  that  we  see  the 

Scioux, — this  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  Keeping  them'  from-  at- 
tacking the  French  And  oair  allies.  They  have  told  us  that  they 
Were  very  sorry  because  of  the  bad  things  which  their  young 
men  have  done,  And  that  if  they  believed  that  you  would  be  will- 
ing to  Listen  to  them  they  would  come  to  see  you* 

My  Father,  we  are  ready  to  do  the  will  of  Onontio,  And  to 

return  to  our  former  Territory,  but  we  have  not,  as  he  has,  the 
same  authority  over  our  yoimg  warriors.  We  are  going  to  I^abor 
with  them,  And  I  hope  that  this  Spring  you  will  have  reason  to 
Be  satisfied. 

Words  of  the  Sahis,  on  Jannary  22,  17S9. 

My  Father,  we  have  not  failed,  on  our  arrival,  to  say  to  all 
our  people  that  our  Father  Onontio  wished  that  we  should  re- 
kindle our  fire  at  La  Baye,  our  former  Village.  The  majority 
would  not  Like  to  go  there,  as  they  say  that  the  Puants,  who 
passed  The  Sumimer  diere,  Had  great  difficulty  in  subsisting, 
and  that  there  are  no  longer  any  Crops,  fishing  or  hunting  to  be 
had  there,  because  it  is  a  soil  that  can  no  longer  produce  any- 
thing, Being  Stained  with  French  blood  and  with  our  own. 
However  we  are  going  to  try  to  Persuade  them  to  move  this 
Spring,  And  to  Listen  to  the  word  of  Our  Father. 

Words  of  Mehaga,  a  Renard  chief  with  four  uxurriorSy  on  Janur 

ary  SI. 

My  Father,  if  I  have  so  long  delayed  in  coming  to  see  you  it 
is  because  of  the  shame  And  grief  that  I  feel  because  our  young 
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men  have  killed  a  Frenchmaii  in  the  Ilinois,  while  I  Was  at 
Montreal,  to  see  Our  Father  Onontio. 

When  I  arrived  at  my  village,  I  became  very  angry.  And  if  I 
had  not  Been  restrained,  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  have  done. 
I  said  to  my  people:  "You  Are  dogs ;  while  I  go  to  beg  for  your 
lives,  you  kill  a  Frenchman."  They  told  me  that  they  did  not 
Know  him,  as  they  had  shot  from  a  great  distance,  And  that  it 
Was  a  mistake. 

I  will  tell  you.  My  Father,  that  I  did  not  fail  to  make  knowi^ 
to  all  my  village  that  Our  Father  wished  that  we  should  re-kindle 
our  &res  at  La  Baye.  Some  are  opposed  to  this,  but  I  Hope  in 
the  Course  of  The  winter  to  persuade  them  to  go  there. 

Words  of  the  Sahis  and  Renards  at  Bock  River  on  May  10. 

My  Father,  you  know  in  what  manner  we  spoke  to  you  this 
winter.  We  Had  resc-lved  to  do  what  Our  Father  Onontio  De- 
manded of  Us,  to  go  and  re-kindle  our  fire  on  our  Former  land 
at  La  Baye,  but  to-day  we  see  clearly  that  we  are  dead.  We 
await  the  Thunder  which  hangs  above  our  heads  ready  to  Crush 
us.  We  have  been  warned  of  this  by  many  French  and  savages^ 
who  have  told  us  that  our  Father  wished  to  kill  all  of  us,  And 
that  he  was  Sending  a  Considerable  Army  Composed  of  French 
And  of  all  His  Children  the  Iroquois,  Abenakis,  hurons,  Algon- 
kins,  And  Nepissingues. 

There  is,  my  Father,  a  foUe-avoine  named  Ouoilechase,  who 
lias  assured  us  that  we  Were  dead,  And  that  you  had  come  to 
take  us  to  La  Baye,  while  waiting  for  The  army  to  arrive;  And 
that,  if  you  had  not  Wished  to  Destroy  us  all  Together,  Mekaga 
and  the  others  who  went  down  to  Montreal,  Would  not  have  re- 
turned. 

My  Father,  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  deny  this  thing,  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  It  out  of  The  Minds  of  our  young  men,  and  we 
expect  every  day  the  Blow  of  the  war-club.  In  spite  of  this,  we 
remain.  You  leave  us  in  great  anxiety.  If  this  does  not  happen^ 
we  will  no  longer  Listen  to  Evil  speeches;  And  we  will  Here- 
after do  everything  that  our  Father  Onontio  wishes. 
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[Monsieur  de  Bauhamois  to  the  Minister.] 

[Quebec,  6th  November,  1739.] 

The  Sieur  Douville  de  la  Saussaye^  charged  with  my  orders 
amongst  the  Ohaoiianons  for  The  Execution  of  my  Project  which 
I  Had  The  honor  of  communicating  to  you  in  my  despatch  of 
the  9th  of  October  laat,  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  bring- 
ing the  News  of  the  Wreck  of  the  Bark,  on  the  6th  of  October 
While  returning  from  Niagara.^  He  Was  fortunately  able  to 
aissist  all  the  ship-wrecked  party  whom  he  brought  to  fort  Frooh 
tenac/  It  is  believed  that  nothing  will  be  lost.  A&  he  cannot 
return  before  next  spring  owing  to  the  Seasop  Being  too  far  ad* 
vanced,  he  has  sent  an  Express  to  Them  (the  Chaouanons)  to  inr* 
form  them  of  his  having  put  back.  I  have,  through  this  oppor- 
tunity, received  several  Letters  from  the  upper  Country, 

Monsieur  de  la  Buissonniere  Writes  me  on  the  2nd  of  July 
last  that  he  had  just  received  the  letters  I  had  sent  him  for 
Messieurs  De  Bienville  And  Salmon  and  that  he  had  at  once 
despatched  an  oflScer  to  boar  my  packages  to  New  Orleans.*  He 
tells  me  that  Monsieur  De  Bienville  has  changed  the  date  of  the 
Rendezvous,  And  that  he  was  to  start  from  the  Frendi  river, 

1  Philippe  Dagneau  Douville,  Sieur  de  la  Saussaye,  was  bom  in  1700, 
and  entered  the  colonial  army,  holding  several  appointments  in  the 
upper  country.  He  was  especially  employed  among  the  Shawnee  until 
1743,  and  later  in  the  councils  at  Quebec.  In  1769,  after  abandoning 
Toronto  (Fort  Rouille),  where  he  was  commandant,  upon  the  loss  of 
Fort  Niagara,  he  retired  from  the  service.  One  of  his  sons  was  killed 
on  the  Ohio  in  1757.— Ed. 

2 Note  on  original  MS.:  "Extract  with  the  King's  memorial  of  what 
it  states  regarding  the  wreck  of  the  bark." 

<Fort  Frontenac  was  built  by  the  governor  of  that  name  in  1678, 
and  two  years  later  granted  as  a  seigniory  to  La  Salle.  During  King 
William's  War  (1689-97),  it  was  abandoned  and  partially  destroyed 
(1689),  being  restored  in  1695.  After  this  it  was  maintained  until 
captured  by  the  English  in  1758.  The  site  of  the  fort — sometlmea 
called  Cataraqui,  from  its  Indian  name— was  the  present  city  of 
Kingston. — ^Bd. 

^Alphonse  de  Buissonidre  succeeded  the  unfortunate  IVArtaguette 
as  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres,  in  Illinois,  which  was  a  dependency 
of  the  Louisiana  government,  where  Jacques  Le  Moyne,  Sieur  de 
Bienville,  was  governor,  and  Salmon  intendant.— Bd. 
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a  supply  Post  where  goods  are  stored^  on  the  15th  of  October  at 
the  latest* 

Monsieur  De  Oelorcn  writes  me  from  the  Kiakiqui"  on  tihe 
12th  of  August  that  his  party  consisted  of  143  picked  men,  40  of 
whom  were  French,  And  that  he  expected  to  increase  it  by  more 
than  30  men  In  passing  through  the  Maskoutins. 

The  Sieur  De  Noyelle  writes  me  on  the  26th  of  August  that 
all  Is  quiet  at  detroit ;  that  he  had  reason  to  flatter  himself  &at 
this  would  continue  And,  for  his  part,  he  would  spare  no  effort 

The  Siour  do  Blainvillc  Writes  me  from  Missilimakinac*  on 
the  28th  of  September  that  everything  was  Equally  quiet  at  that 
Post,  And  The  Sieur  de  Tonty  writes  me  that  the  FoUes  Avoinea 
are  to  go  down  to  Montreal  next  year. 

This,  Monseigneur,  is  a  ship-wreck  that  causes  great  trouble 
to  the  Sieur  de  la  Saussaye  in  his  affairs.  lie  says  that  the  loss 
will  amount  to  at  least  three  thousand  Livres.  He  is  deserving 
of  all  your  kindness  on  this  occasion. 

He  has  reported  to  me  that  the  Sieur  Douville,  his  brother,* 
Had  started  from  Niagara  toward  the  end  of  September  to  take 
the  presents  for  the  Outaouais  to  Detroit 

I  remain  etc. 
Quebec,  November  6th,  1739.  Beauhabnois 


1  The  rendezvous  here  mentioned  was  for  the  army  about  to  set  forth 
on  the  second  expedition  against  the  Chickasaw.  The  temporary 
fort  was  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Francis  River  (not  Riviere  des  Francai8, 
as  the  Paris  MS.  has  it),  where  that  river  flows  from  Arkansaa  into 
the  Mississippi. — ^Ed. 

2  This  was  Pierre  Joseph  C^loron,  commandant  at  Mackinac  (1737- 
42),  for  whom  seeanfe,  p.  207.  The  Theakikl  (Kiakiqui)  River  was  the 
present  Kankakee,  south  branch  of  the  Illinois.  There  was  an  import- 
ant portage  to  this  river  from  Lake  Michigan  and  St.  Joseph  River,  near 
the  present  South  Bend,  Indiana.  C61eron  had  probably  started  from 
Fort  St.  Joseph,  near  the  site  of  Niles,  Mich. — ^Ed. 

3  This  was  the  younger  Celeron,  Jean  Baptiste,  Sieur  de  Blainville, 
for  whom  see  ante,  p.  207.   He  commanded  at  Mackinac  in  his  brother's 

absence. — Ed. 

4  This  was  probably  the  Dagneau  Douville,  who  commanded  among 
the  Miami  in  1747-48,  and  was  sent  out  from  Fort  Duqueane  in  1766 
on  a  foraging  expedition.  He  attacked  a  blockhouse  fort  on  th« 
Cacapon,  In  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  but  was  slain  in  the  assault — ^Ed. 
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1740:     THE  SIOUX  REPENTANT 

[Speech  of  the  Sioux  to  French  oommandant.  MS.  in  archives  of 
Miniature  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Corresp.  gen.,  voL 
74,  c.  11,  fol.  85."] 

Words  of  two  Sioux  Chiefs,  Ninsotin  or  two-hearts,  Ouor 
hdchas,^  and  eight  Wairiors.  To  the  Sieur  Marin  at  Rock 
River,  March  9,  17^0. 

My  Father,  we  Have  Come  in  the  name  of  our  CJhiels  and 
old  men,  to  inform  you  of  the  mischief  which  our  people,  who 
Were  waiting  for  you  at  the  portage  of  the  Qaisoonsiny  have 
done  to  the  Outaouacs. 

My  Father,  this  outrage  was  committed  only  on  account 
of  the  bad  News  which  the  Renards  brougjht  us.  They  told 
us  that  our  people,  whom  you  had  taken  last  year  to  Montreal 
to  ask  their  lives  of  our  Father  Onontio,  and  to  ask  Him  to 
receive  us  among  the  numiber  of  his  Children^  had  been  put 
to  death  On  arriving  there.  In  spite  of  this^  My  Father,  our 
people  waited  a  week  Longer  to  learn  if  this  report  Was  trua 
After  that,  tliero  came  an  Outaouac  Canoe,  in  which  thei^ 
was  a  man  and  a  woman  who  landed  peaceably.  Our  people 
asked  them  if  they  had  not  some  news  of  you  and  of  Ihoae 
who  Had  gone  down  with  you  to  see  our  Father  Onontio. 
The  Outaouac  woman  answered  that  they  had  no  other  news 
to  tell  them  except  that  their  people  had  been  burned  on  ar- 
riving   at   Montreal.     Immediately    three    or    four    of   their 


1  This  is  the  earliest  known  mention  of  Wabashaw,  the  first  of  three 
Sioux  chiefs  of  the  same  name.  He  was  leader  of  the  largest  band  of 
that  tribe,  and  had  a  village  near  the  present  site  of  Winona,  Minn. 
He  was  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  British  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
who  spoke  of  him  as  a  chief  of  "singular  and  uncommon  abilities." 
Receiving  a  commission  nominating  him  as  general,  he  took  part  in  the 
expedition  against  St.  Louis  in  1780,  and  went  several  times  to  Quebec, 
there  being  given  flags  and  medals.  His  coming  was  always  recognized 
at  Mackinac  by  a  salute  of  honor.  His  son  Wabashaw  succeeded  him, 
taking  part  on  the  British  side  in  the  War  of  1812-15,  and  Joining  the 
Americans  in  the  pursuit  of  Black  Hawk.  He  died  in  1886.  A  grand- 
son of  the  same  name  was  prominent  in  1848. — ^Eo. 
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young  kinsmen  arose,  and  crushed  the  Outaouacs  with  blows 
of  their  war-clubs.  This,  my  Father,  is  the  manner  in  whicii 
this  outrage  came  to  pass.  We  have  not  oome  heme  for  the 
purpose  of  hiding  anything  from  you,  nor  to  Excuse  thoee 
of  our  people  who  have  done  this  grievous  deed.  We  liave 
oome  here  to  deliver  up  our  Bodies;  wfe  are  ready  to  undergo 
aJl  the  penalties  that  we  deserve.  We  beg  you  to  infoim  Oar 
Father  Onontio  of  this.     This  is  all  that  we  have  to  say  to  You. 


K 


1740:     WISCONSIN  INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL 

[Speeches  of  the  Foxes,  Sauk,  Winnebago,  Ottawa,  and  Menominee, 
to  Governor-general  Beauhamois,  June  20,  1740.  Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  fol.  86.] 

Le  Moine  speaking  for  the  Sakis  and  Renards  through  a  Slave. 

My  Father,  I  am  Hired  by  the  Sakis  and  Renards.  What 
I  am  going  to  say,  does  not  come  from  me. 

My  Father,  it  Is  true  that  there  are  ill-disposed  Men  in 
our  Village.  This  has  not  Prevented  (me  from  oomdng  ko 
see  you.     I  have  Listened  to  none  of  their  speeches. 

My  Father,  when  I  resolved  to  come  and  see  you,  I  said 
to  Monsieur  Marin  that  I  had  no  conveyance;  I  begged  him 
to  give  me  passage. 

My  Father,  I  have  always  Listened  to  you,  and  I  have  not 
doubted  for  a  moment  all  that  you  have  formerly  said  to  me. 
Monsieur  Marin  told  us,  last  summer,  that  we  Had  gone  too 
Far  away  from  our  Lands,  and  that  we  must  go  nearer. 

Mv  Fadier,  I  told  Monsieur  Marin  that  we  had  chosen  a 
Place  where  Food  Was  Abundant. 

My  Father,  I  trust  always  to  You,  and  I  do  not  See  any 
others  upon  whom  I  can  count,  since  it  is  you  who  give  us  lif  e- 

My  Father,  I  come  here  to  ask  our  lives  of  you.  You  Axe 
the  master.  We  put  our  wives  and  our  CJhildren  under  jo\xr 
protection. 
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My  Father,  we  can  ask  of  you  nothing  that  is  more  preoioiaa 
Ihan  life.  We  ask  it  of  yon  to-day  In  promising  to  Be  faith- 
ful to  you. 

Protect  us  in  order  that  we  may  live  in  Peace. 

My  Father,  what  I  have  just  said  to  you  Is  said  in  the  name 
of  the  Sakis  and  Reoiards.  I  beg  you  to  Listen  to  what  I  say 
through  this  Slave. 

Words  of  a  Puani,  by  a  String  of  Porcelain 

My  Father,  I  have  come  with  my  Kinsmen,  the  Sakis  and 
Eenards.  Our  Chiefs  Were  ashamed  and  did  not  dare  to  Come 
amjong  you.  But  I  have  come  to  tell  you  that  I  have  Been  killed 
by  my  allies  who  are  here.  I  have  not  a  bad  Hearty  however, 
and  I  leave  everything  to  your  justice. 

Words  of  an  Outaouac 

I  do  not  come  here.  My  Father,  for  anything  bad  but  for 
something  good.  I  was  killed  and  my  sister  and  my  brother 
likewise,  last  autumn.  On  Entering  the  Lands  [of  the  Sioux]' 

My  Father,  I  have  always  Had  a  Desire  to  go  and  avenge 
myself  for  the  Outrage  done  me.  At  the  very  time  that  I  was 
thinking  of  this,  Monsieur  Marin  arrived,  who  told  me  to  re- 
main quiet,  to  weep  over  my  dead,  and  to  await  from  you.  My 
Father,  the  justice  that  is  due  me. 

After  Monsieur  Marin  Had  calmed  me,  I  remained  quiet 
wating  until  I  Should  see  you. 

How  should  the  Scioux  have  done  otherwise  than  kill  ua? 
They  strike  everywhere.  They  killed  four  Benards  last  fall. 
In  spite  of  this  we  have  had  no  evil  thoughts.  And  we  wish  to  do 
the  will  of  our  Father. 

Our  brothers,  the  Sauteux,  always  traverse  our  country  when 

they  go  to  make  war  On  the  Scioux.     This  displeases  us.     They 
Sow  Terror  and  fear  in  our  villages.     They  have  a  shorter  road 

from  Their  country  without  passing  through  our  Territory. 

Words  of  the  folles-avoines 

It  is  without  any  purpose.  My  Father,  that  we  come  here.  It 
is  only  in  order  to  see  you,  as  well  as  our  young  people  who  Bxe 
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here.  We  Are  glad  to  have  Heard  what  our  brothers  have  just 
said,  and  will  report  it  in  our  village. 

Mj  Father,  if  all  that  has  just  been  said  is  sinoerey  it  pleases 
us  greatly,  because  it  can  lead  only  to  good  Eesults. 

My  Father,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  Have  oome  to  see 
you  and  to  Listen  to  your  words,  although  we  Are  destitute  of 
everything. 

My  Father,  all  of  us,  both  old  and  young,  have  great  joy  in 
seeing  you.     We  Hope  that  your  breasts  will  flow  In  our  favor. 


1740:     CONDITIONS  AT  DETROIT 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan,  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  the  French  Minister. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  89,  c.  11,  fol.  194.] 

Detboit,  August  6,  1740. 
MoNSEiGNEUB — It  wouUl  be  useless  for  me  to  undertake  to 
give  Your  Grace  a  fair  and  accurate  report  on  the  condition  of 
this  post,  on  the  advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  it  and 
the  measures  that  should  be  taken  to  have  a  considerable  settle- 
mient  hei-a  I  have  not  been  here  long  enough.  One  hundred 
resident  families  can  be  counted  here  both  in  the  town  and  in 
the  country,  that  is  to  say  about  as  many  traders  as  farmers. 
The  latter  till  the  soil,  But  the  small  market  they  find  for  their 
produce  compels  them  to  be  content  with  harvesting  what  suf- 
fices for  tlieir  needs.  The  former,  who  are  certainly  too  numer- 
ous, far  from  making  Trade  flourish,  ruin  themselves  owing  to 
the  low  price  to  which  they  have  reduced  their  goods  which  are 
sold  at  the  prices  tliey  cost  in  Quebec.  They  try  and  see  wh  > 
can  sell  them  cheapest  to  get  more  Furs  from  the  Savages. 
Nevertheless,  the  cost  of  transport  is  considerable.  Henoe  it 
follows,  Moil  Seigneur,  that  as  they  cannot  meet  their  engage- 
ments to  the  Montreal  merchants  who  supply  them^  their  goods 
and  houses  are  sold  every  day  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter  who 
have  more  mortgages  in  detroit  than  detroit  is  worth.  Outside, 
the  Savages  threaten  to  withdraw ;  the  hurons  live  ever  in  dis- 
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trufit  of  the  Outavas.  And,  as  the  latter  are  Much  more  numer- 
ouSy  the  fomier  have  taken  a  firm  resolution  to  retire  to  Mon- 
treal ;  detroit  wiill  lose  nothing  by  this  as  the  Chaouenons  are  to 
take  their  place.  If  I  cannot  prevent  this  migration  of  the 
hurons,  I  hope  at  least,  Monseigneur,  to  avert  the  consequences 
of  the  proximity  of  two  nations  hostile  to  one  another  and  to 
make  them  live  in  peace. 

Your  grace  was  good  enough  to  grant  me  a  concession 
between  Madame  dargenteuil  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Quebec 
Seminary.^  Monsieur  Hocquart  alone  finds  objections  to  it 
which  I  do  not  very  well  understand  and  which  Monsieur  the 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois  has  not  raised.  Permit  me  therefore^ 
Monseigneur,  to  iiepeat  my  application  to  you, 

I  took  the  liberty  last  year  of  asking  Your  grace  for  a  Oroea 
of  St  Ix)uis.  Monsieur  the  marquis  de  Beauhomois  was  good 
Enough  to  support  my  request^  and  I  hope,  Monseigneur,  you 
will  not  refuse  nie  That  mark  of  distinction  in  the  position  in 
which  you  were  pleased  to  place  me  amongst  nations  that  hold 
in  consideration  only  those  who  wear  a  decoration.  Such  a 
favor  will  leave  me  but  little  to  desire,  will  crown  all  the  Kind- 
ness your  grace  haa  shown  tne,  and  carry  to  the  highest  degree 
the  infinite  gratitude,  the  most  submissive  devotion,  and  the 
profound  respect  with  which 

I  remain,  Monseigneur  Your  Grace's  very  humble  and  very 
obedient  servant 

NOYAN 


1  Madame  d'Argenteuil  (Marie  Louise  Denys)  was  the  widow  of 
Pierre  D'Ailleboust,  Sieur  d'Argenteuil  (see  Wis.  Hist.  Oolla.,  xvi,  pp. 
253,  263),  brother-in-law  of  Claude  de  Ramezay  (see  ibid.,  p.  300). 
The  seigniory  of  Argenteuil  was  granted  (1680)  to  Charles  Joseph 
d'Ailleboust,  Sieur  de  Musseaux,  Pierre's  father;  it  extended  along  the 
Ottawa  River,  below  the  Sault,  in  the  present  county  of  Argenteuil. 
Pierre  died  of  apoplexy  in  1711,  and  the  title  to  the  seigniory  passed 
to  his  wife's  family. 

The  Quebec  seminary,  established  by  LAval,  first  bishop  of  Quebee, 
for  the  training  of  young  men  for  the  priesthood,  was  richly  endowed 
with  lands;  among  these  was  the  island  of  Jesus,  which  is  probably 
referred  to  here. — Bd. 
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1740:    THB  DBTROIT  SURQN 

[Blitrmct  from  a  letter  of  FMher  de  la  Rlchardle,  Jesuit  mtaloiuuT 
at  Detroit,  to  Father  St  M,  dated  Detroit,  Auc  M,  1740.i  Sonroeb 
■ame  ae  preceding  document,  Irat  toL  74,  c  11,  toL  168.] 

Revbbsnd  Fathsb — ^An  Outaouaos  wlio  goes  to  CSioopg^ieii 
[Oswi^go]  for  Brandj  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  ■g^^^g  thia 
letter  which  I  address  to  Monsieur  da  Bouchemrille^  the  Gom* 
mandant  of  Niagara/  Perhaps  I  shall  Write  yoa  anodier  in 
a  few  dajys.  I  shaU  do  so  if  a  party  of  Bandits  from,  the  Sanlt 
coma  bock  ttom  the  CSiioachas  with  some  captives.  I  espeA 
their  afrival  fromi  daj  to  day.  As  the  Affairs  of  tiie  boxona 
are  those  respecting  which  you  are  anxious  for  the  fullest  d> 
tailS)  I  will  give  them. 

There  is  no  Change  in  their  project  of  going  to  Settle  near 
jou.  The  only  thing  that  Hindem  the  Carrying  oat  of  the 
project,  is  Savage  vanity  that  does  not  wish  to  appear  to  flee^ 
and  seeks  to  Conceal  its  f  ear,  by  saying  to  Ihe  neighboring  ISTar 
tions^  that  they  are  being  Taken  from  their  fire,  in  order  liiat 
another  may  be  Kindled  for  them.  I  am  urged  daily  to  Induce 
Monsieur  the  General  to  Send  a  message  by  whidi  he  will  Be- 
mpove  them  from  here  and  settle  them  near  hinL  This  is  but 
a  pretext.  T'he  Truth  is  that  they  wish  it  to  be  the  people  of 
the  Sault  or  of  the  Lake.  The  latter  are  no  friends  of  mine 
as  you  may  imiagine.  Thus,  if  Honideur  The  General  wishes 
to  Grant  their  Prayer,  the  people  of  the  Sault  mmst  be  their 
Agents  and  their  deputation  must  come  here  next  spring  to  exer- 
cise the  gentle  pressure  that  is  desired.  I%e  Drunkard 
Angouirot  alone,  with  three  or  four  Cabins,  is  opposed  to  this 
Removal.  It  will  not  be  difficult  for  me  to  Urge  them  to  it  if 
it  is  to  be  effected.  If  Monsieur  the  General  does  not  approve 
this  project,  here  is  a  second  one  that  I  am  directed  to  submit 
to  him.     It  is  that,  to  allay  their  continual  alarms,  he  allow 


iFor  sketch  of  Father  Richardie,  see  ante,  p.  102.  Saint  P6  was  at 
this  time  superior  of  the  Canadian  missions,  with  headquarters  at  Mon- 
treal.   See  sketch,  ante,  p.  253. — ^Bd. 

2  For  sketch  of  Boucherville,  see  ante,  p.  36. — ^Ed. 
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them  to  establish  thetmselyes  three  leases  from  here  on  an 
island  called  grosse  isle.*  There,  they  say,  as  they  will  see 
no  more  Outaonacs,  they  will  be  a  little  more  in  peace.  Xot- 
withstanding  the  Labors  entailed  by  a  New  Establishment  I 
am  in  accord  with  their  desires,  convinced  as  I  am  that  their 
destruction  is  manifest,  and  will  never  be  due  to  anything  bat 
their  proximity  to  and  their  mingling  with  the  Frendi  and 
faithless  nations.  I  be^  therefore  that  their  fate  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  next  spring  so  that  I  may  set  to  work  in 
earnest  and  gather  them  together.  The  majority  dwell  at  the 
little  Lake  [Rondeau  Harbor]  and  come  here  only  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  greait  feasts.  All  have  promised  me  to  leave  it  for 
either  of  the  residences  although  I  think  they  will  be  hardly 
more  in  peace  on  the  Island  in  question  thasfi  here.  Please  send 
a  positive  answer  by  the  Sailors  of  the  Niagara  Bark. 


1740:     INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL;  HOSTILITIES  BBTV^EN  SIOUX 
AND  FOXES;  DISPOSITION  OF  FOXES;  SHAV^TNEB  MIGRA- 
TION;  DETROIT,  HURON,  AND  OTTAWA;   BEAUHAR- 
NOIS  TO  REMOVE  THE  HURON;   IROQUOIS  AT 
MONTREAL;   ONONDAGA  AND  TfeTES  PLATES 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1,  1740. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  80.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB. — I  havo  received  The  Letter  you  did  me  The 
honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  2nd  of  May  last.  Ihe  Sieur 
Marin  arrived  in  Monti*eal  on  the  16th  of  June  with  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Sakis,  Renards^  Puants,  Outaouacs  and  foUee  avoinee. 
As  Mlonsieur  Hocquart  and  I  have  Had  The  honor  of  informdng 
you  in  the  reply  to  the  King's  memorial,  he  was  unable  to  Bring 
the  Scioux  with  him,  owing  to  the  attack  they  had  made  on  the 
Outaouacs,  and  that  which  the  latter  had  made  on  Them  with 
the     Sauteux.     You    \\\\\     observe,    Monseigneur,    by     their 


iSee  description  of  Grosse  Isle  (Grand  Isle)  in  Wis,  Hist,  Calls,,  xr\, 
p.  366. — ^Bd. 
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Speeches,  that  they  came  to  that  officer  on  the  9th.  of  March  at 
the  Iviviere  a  la  Roche,^  to  surrender  their  Bodies  and  beg  their 
lives  of  me.  He  replied  that  he  could  decide  nothing  without 
Knowing  my  will.  I  Conferred  with  the  Sieur  Marin  on  the 
matter  and  told  him  to  re-establish  peace  in  the  Posts  as  far  as 
he  could  and  to  Induce  the  Scio\ix,  if  possible,  to  come  down 
next  Spring;  that  this  Was  the  true  way  to  obtain  peace,  and 
that  that  Nation  would  find  no  obstacles  in  the  road,  as  they  had 
covered  the  dead  of  the  Outaouaos  and  re-assured  their  Minds. 
I  have  no  intention,  Monseigneur,  of  founding  New  Establish* 
raenits  in  their  country  unless  I  am  Sure  of  success. 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  speeches  of  the  Sakis 
and  Etenards,  that  they  seem  disposed  to  do  nothing  Wrong  in 
future.  Their  fear  of  Monsieur  de  LongueuiPs  Detachment 
has  Been  oomipletely  dissipated.^  Nevertheless,  the  Sieur  De 
Noyan  Wrote  me  on  the  4th  of  August,  as  a  piece  of  News  cur- 
rent amongst  the  Savages,  which  he  did  not  credit,  that  tlie 
Renards  at  the  time  they  were  Sending  their  Chiefs  and  Elderd 
to  Montreal  with  fine  messages  of  obedience  and  submissioii^ 
passed  by  the  belle-Riviere  [Ohio]  and  stayed  ^vith  the  Iroquois. 
Had  this  Been  true,  I  think  I  should  have  Been  informed  of  it. 

The  Sieur  Marin  Was  dangerously  111  all  Winter  and  a  part 
of  the  Spring ;  this  Prevented  him  from  Carrying  out  the  orders 
I  bad  given  him  in  bis  instructions  \vith  reference  to  the  soldier 
whom  the  Renards  killed  I^ast  Year  in  the  Ilinois  country. 
As  that  Nation  Had  come  to  me  to  beg  for  their  lives  and  assure 
nie  of  their  fidelity,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  advisable  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  Savages  to  revive  a  Matter  that  was  past  and 
i^one,  and  rgarding  which  they  had  offered  Excuses,  saying  that 
it  Was  a  Mistake.  Had  he  brought  me  the  murderer  as  he 
Hoped  to  do,  While  granting  him  his  life,  I  would  have  re- 
proaclied  them  for  their  Evil  deed  and  made  them  feel  my  good- 
ness to  Them,  for  the  Nature  of  the  Savages  Necessitates  great 
Circumspection. 

iRock  River,  an  Illinois-Wisconsin  tributary  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
same  name  was  often  given  to  the  Great  Miami. — Ed. 
2  See  ante,  p.  316,  note. — Ed. 
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In  the  Memorial  of  the  Kin^  we  Had  The  honor  of  Telling 
you  the  reasons  tiiat  Prevented  the  Chaoiianons  from  earning 
down  this  year.  They  are  to  oome  next  spring.  I  have  sent 
an  answer  to  the  Messages  they  Sent  me,  by  Vincent  Poudret,* 
who  will  start  from  Montreal  shortly  to  take  it  to  them.  I  shall 
know  what  I  am  to  think  with  regard  to  their  Migration. 
What  the  Sieur  De  Noyan  writes  me,  that  as  soon  as  the  hurons 
leave,  the  Chaoiianons  will  oome  and  take  their  place,  leads  me 
to  Hope  that  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  inducing  them  to  do  so, 
as  they  Are  very  docile.  And  the  individual  named  Chartier' 
seems  very  well  disposed. 

I  shall  now,  Monseigneur,  have  The  honor  of  Eelating  to 
you  all  that  has  taken  place  in  Connection  with  the  hurons  and 
Outaouacs  of  Detroit  since  last  year.  You  will  see  by  our  reply 
to  the  King's  Memorial  that  it  seems  impossible  to  quiet  those 
IN'ations  and  to  calm  their  Minds.  Father  De  la  Eichardie 
Wrote  m.e  on  the  10th  of  May,  that  he  spent  seven  months  at 
Sandoske  with  the  former;  that  the  threats  of  Eintateogo,  the 
Chief  of  Sault  St.  Louis,  uttered  in  Connection  with  the  Peace 
made  by  the  Hurons  with  the  Tietes-plates,  seemed  to  have  taken 


^Born  in  October,  1694;   son  of  Antoine  Poudret,  a  baker  of  Bou- 
chervUle. — ^BSd. 

2  This  is  an  early  mention  in  French  documents  of  the  well-known 
Shawnee  trader  and  leader,  Peter  Chartier.  He  has  generally  been 
supposed  to  be  a  half-breed;  but  his  father,  Martin  Chartier,  was  set* 
tied  as  a  glover  in  Philadelphia  before  1707.  In  1717,  Martin  received  a 
grant  of  500  acres  upon  the  Susquehanna  in  behalf  of  his  son  Peter, 
who  began  trading  with  the  Shawnee  there,  and  received  a  Pennsyl- 
vania license  in  1730.  When  the  tribe  removed  to  the  Allegheny  (about 
1728),  Chartier  went  with  them,  and  built  a  trading-post  first  on  Chap* 
tier's  Creek  below  Pittsburg,  later  at  Chartier's  Old  Town  about  twenty 
miles  above  the  forks  of  Ohio.  He  became  dissatisfied  with  his  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  Pennsylvania  authorities,  and  made  overtures  to 
the  French,  and  by  1745,  according  to  orders  of  Governor  Beauhamois, 
had  removed  his  band  in  the  direction  of  the  Wabash.  He  was  re^ 
warded  with  a  French  commission,  but  his  subsequent  career  is  not 
known.  Habitants  of  that  name  (Pierre  Chartier)  were  living  in  Illi- 
nois in  1790.— Ed. 
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away  from  them  all  inclination  to  Settle  near  them  [at  Sault 
St.  Louis].  They  told  him  to  beg  me  to  Excuse  them  if  they 
did  not  go  down  to  Montreal  and  to  let  their  brothers  in  Prayer 
know  that  the  Custom  Amongst  Savages  Is  not  to  go  and  beg 
for  protection  and  an  asylum  whilst  in  fear ;  that  if  Compassion 
were  felt  for  them,  it  was  Their  duty  to  come  and  Ooi^ole  them 
and  kindled  a  fresh  fire  in  a  Place  where  they  could  be  Deemed 
in  safety. 

The  Sieur  De  Noyelle  wrote  me  on  the  7th  of  June  last  that 
he  had  found  a  sure  way  to  Induce  the  Hurons  to  live  in  union 
with  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  and  secure  tranquillity  at  De- 
troit, but  that  it  had  been  taken  from  him,  And  that  the  Sieur 
de  Sabrevois/  who  Was  a  Witness  thereof,  would  Inform  me 
of  it.  I  asked  him  today  what  the  Sieur  De  Noyelle  had 
wished  to  give  me  to  Understand.  He  told  me  that  he  had  rep- 
resented to  the  Hurons  that  in  order  to  exonerate  tEemi»Ive8 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  with  respect  to  the 
treachery  whereof  they  accused  them",  they  had  nothing  else  to  do 
but  make  war  on  the  Tetes-plates  and  bring  back  Slaves  of  that 
Nation  to  deliver  over  to  the  Outaouacs ;  that  they  would  tKen 
be  In  Position  to  tell  them  that  they  had  Had  no  share  in  what 
had  occurred,  since  they  Themselves  had  attacked  their  En- 
einies.  The  Matter  was  Concluded  and  settled  and  40  War- 
riors were  ready  to  start  when  the  plan  Was  frustrated  by  an 
underground  Collar.  I  b^  you,  Monseigneur,  to  excuse  me 
from  mentioning  him  who  gave  it.  What  is  certain  is  that  the 
Hurons  told  it  to  the  Sieur  De  Noyelle  In  the  presence  of  the 
Sieur  De  Sabrevois. 

The  Sieur  De  Noyan  wrote  me  on  the  19th  of  July  that  he 
expected  to  succeed  in  reconciling  those  two  Nations  and  that 
he  would  Spare  no  effort  to  do  so;  that  the  Sieur  De  Noyelle 


1  Either  Clement  Sabrevois  de  Bleury  (1702-1781),  or  Christophe  Sa- 
brevois de  Sermonville  (born  1701),  both  sons  of  Jacques  Charles  Sa- 
brevois de  Bleury  (see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls,,  xvi,  p.  311).  "Captain"  Sabre- 
vois was  commandant  at  He  Perrot  (1746),  succeeded  C^loron  at  Fort 
St.  Fr6d6ric  (1747),  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Fort  William  Henry 
(1757).— Ed. 
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had  put  this  matter  in  a  fair  way  to  succees  as  yrell  as  all  things 
that  Were  in  The  order. 

In  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  he  says  that  the 
Hurons  and  Outaouacs  are  continually  on  the  qwrvive,  and  in 
another  dated  the  Following  day  he  writes,  Mcnseigneur,  all 
that  we  have  Had  The  honor  of  Explaining  to  you  in  the 
memorial  to  the  Xing. 

Father  De  la  Richardie  writes  me  on  the  1st  of  August  that 
the  hurons  continue  to  live  with  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteu>x, 
in  fear,  not  for  Themselves,  as  their  pride  makes  them)  say,  but 
solely  for  their  wives  And  Children  whom,  they  do  not  consider 
In  safety  in  a  neighborhood  such  as  Detroit;  that  they  are 
divided  into  three  villages,  And  that  their  Reluctance  to  go 
down  is  due  solely  to  the  Savage  formalities  for  effecting  their 
Removal  from  that  Spot  not  having  been  observed. 

In  another  Letter  of  the  4th  of  August^  the  Sieur  De  Noyan 
writes  me  that  the  hurons  persist  in  their  intention  to  Remove 
their  fire  elsewhere,  that  they  solicit  him'  to  follow  them  and  to 
live  with  Them  in  the  land  I  have  promised  them^  and  that  the 
granting  of  that  favor  to  them  depends  on  me  as  well  as  on  him. 
He  expected  the  Ohaouanone  about  the  end  of  the  month;  they 
were  to  take  the  place  of  the  hurons  Having  been  asked  to  do 
so  by  the  Outaouacs  who  would  be  delighted  at  the  Change. 

The  Sieur  De  la  Perade^  Writes  me  from  that  Post  on  the 
6th  of  August  that  the  Miamis  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  go 
down  next  Spring,  and  that  all  the  Outaouacs  Had  come  back 
from  the  Tetes-plates  where  they  had  not  done  much,  having 
found  two  Villages  of  that  Nation  abandoned,  which,  thev  al- 
leged, had  Been  warned  by  the  hurons ;  that  the  majority  of  thr 
Out^oiiacs  Being  intoxicated,  there  were  some  hurons  mingled 
amongst  Them  who  were  seen  to  issue  from  the  Woods; 
one  of  the  former  ran.  up  at  full  speed  saying  that  a  huron  had 
killed  his  brother  by  firing  a  Bullet  through  his  Body ;  that  at 
the  instant  the  rallying  cry  waa  raised;  that  the  Sieur  De 
'Nojan  told  the  Outaouacs  not  to  set  themselves  in  motion  on 


iSee  ante,  p.  223,  note  1. — Es). 
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the  word  of  a  drunken  man,  and  when  the  French  arrived  they 
would  bind  the  hurons  who  Were  in  their  Village;  that  others 
amongst  the  latter  said  they  were  going  to  take  up  Arms;  that 
the  Sieur  De  Noyan  appeased  them  all  and  it  Was  high  time. 
Ihe  Xews  was  not  true, 

You  must  tliink,  Monseigneur,  from  the  Bieports  I  have  The 
honor  of  sending  you,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  reconcile  those 
people,  and  tliat  sooner  or  later  some  unfortunate  affair  will 

take  place  that  might  give  rise  to  trouble  in  the  C5olony.  This 
decides  me  to  Send  next  Spring  my  nephew  (who  Was  adopted 
as  a  Chief  at  Sault  St.  Louis  and  at  the  Lake  of  two  Mount- 
ains) to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  chief  men  of  those 
villages  in  order  to  go  and  remove  the  hurons  with  the  savage 
Ceremonies  they  Insist  upon.  I  will  send  with  him  the  Sieur 
Duburon,^  whom  they  like  very  much,  and  if  the  Sieur  De 
Xoyan  persists  in  asking  to  return  with  Them,  I  will  grant 
him  permission  to  do  so.  I  will  inform  him  of  all  this  if  I 
can  find  The  opportunity. 

We  Had  The  honor  of  notifying  you  in  the  memorial  to  the 
King  of  The  arrival  in  Montreal  of  4,5  Iroquois  of  the  five  Nar 
tions  who  seem  very  well  disposed.  The  Sieur  De  Joncaire  re- 
ported to  me  what  the  Xontaeue  [Onondaga]  did  with  refer- 
ence to  the  100  Tetes-plates  who  were  to  go  over  to  Thenu  He 
reported  to  me  that  they  Did  not  reach  the  Village  of  the  foiv 
mer,  who  met  them  on  the  Way,  killed  several  of  them  and  put 
the  others  to  flight ;  that  many  war  parties  have  gone  there ;  that 
he  will  LTrge  them^  as  far  as  he  can  to  continue  to  strike  at  that 
Nation,  and  that  whatever  the  English  may  do  to  get  them  to 
make  Peace  with  Them,  he  does  not  think  they  can  succeed. 

You  will  Find  annexed,  Monseigneur,  the  speeches  of  the 
Scionx,  those  of  the  Sakis,  Kenards,  Puants,  Qiitaouacs,  and 
folles-avoines,  with  my  answers;  those  of  the  Five  Iroquois 


^ 


iJean  Joseph  Feray,  Sieur  Duburon,  was  born  in  Brittany  In  1679, 
came  to  Canada  as  a  sergeant  in  the  troops,  and  was  promoted  to  offi- 
cial rank  in  1727.    He  died  at  Quebec  in  1752.— Ed. 
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Nations  and  my  answers,  with  The  Extract  from  the  Council 

held  at  Orange. 

I  renuain  with  very  profound  Bespeot,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  huiable  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  October  1,  1740. 


1740:     PETITION  OP  LA  RONDE 

[Denys  de  la  Ronde,  the  elder,  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Quebec, 
Oct.  12,  1740.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  216.] 

[Sunmiary: — ^He  represents  that  he  is  the  senior  officer  in 
the  colony,  after  Monsieur  de  Beaumont.  As  a  reward  for  63 
years  service,  he  asks  to  be  granted  the  brevet  rank  of  major  of 
the  troops^  to  whidi  the  senior  captain  of  the  companies  is  eniti- 
tied,  and  which  his  predecessors  enrjoyed. 

He  likewise  asks  the  minister's  protection  for  his  four  sons 
who  are  also  in  the  service,  the  eldest  of  whom,  commanding 
at  Chagouamigon  in  the  petitioner's  absence,  is  30  years  of  age 
while  the  youngest  is  18].* 


1740-41:  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Memoir  on  the  Indians  and  their  relations,  unsigned.s  MS.  in  ar- 
chives of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada,  Corresp. 
g€n.,  vol.  76,  c.  11,  fol.  263."] 

Our  Iroquois  had  entered  into  The  peace  made  witTi  the  Ohi- 
cachas  at  fort  assumption,"  by  giving  porcelain  both  in  Shells 


^Memoranda  on  original  document:  "No — as  regards  the  rank  of 
major  which  the  King  does  not  wish  re-established.  A  commission  of 
Second  Ensign  to  his  eldest  son." 

2  At  the  close  of  the  document  is  the  signature  VBoubersheur,"  but 
this  is  probably  Beaucourt,  and  relates  only  to  the  fortification  of  Mon« 
treal  (part  here  omitted)  of  which  he  was  commandant— ^Eb. 

sThis  was  the  treaty  made  with  the  Chickasaws  in  April,  1740.  The 
Iroquois  were  those  of  the  missions,  frequently  known  as  the  "praying 
Iroquois." — ^Ed. 
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and  Collars ;  but  on  retamixigy  thaj  met  some  Ghicaoba  Hunters 
of  whom  thejr  killed  more  tlian  twenty  He  dhietdiae  did  not 
fail  to  seize  npon  tlie  first  occasion  that  ofiered,  whidh  wu  a 
large  Boat  going  np  the  river,  which  they  deafcroyedy  killing  or 
oaptnring  the  whole  party.  Theore  were  some  Negroes  anMong 
them,  of  whom  one  escaped  to  the  Oaiatanons,  where  he  is  stay- 
ing with  a  Frendinuui. 

In  the  fall  the  C%iicachas  came  to  the  Oharakis  Biver^  in  a 
great  body.  They  saw  six  oanoes  coming  np  from,  the  jlinois 
in  order  to  return  to  the  post  of  Vinoeimea.  Th^  killed  19 
men,  one  wooon,  her  daughter  and  a  unell  Boy.  Only  four 
escaped  unwxmnded,  and  four  with  dangerous  wxnmdsi 

Since  that  time  parties  of  savagies  have  been  continually  in 
the  Field  against  the  CShicachas;  but  the  war  of  tibe  Boioaz  nd 
Kenards  against  the  jlinois  prevents  thenu  fromi  aooomplishing 
mudi. 

Monsieur  de  la  Veramdidre  [VSiendrye]  wrote  me  on  Aur 
giist  7y  1741,  that  his  children  had  written  him  that  all  was 
quiet  in  the  poetB. 

Moneieur  Marin  wrote  me  August  6,  that  all  was  quiet  at 
la  Baye  when  he  left  for  Midiiliratikina,  whither  he  went  at 
the  request  of  the  Sakis  and  Renards  to  ask  Monsieur  de  Blain- 
ville  to  get  a  promise  from:  the  Outaovas  and  the  Sauteurs  not 
to  pass  by  way  of  La  Bayc,  if  they  wish  to  go  against  the  Scioux, 
as  they  fear  there  may  occur  some  miscUief  on  one  side  or  the 
other. 

On  April  26,  eight  Cabins  of  Mascoufins  arrived  among  the 
Ouiatanons  to  settle  down  with  a  Chief  who  was  already  thera 
They  are  in  fear  of  the  Eienards  who  are  with  the  Scioux  on 
the  Oiiisconsin. 

A  party  of  100  Scioux  and  Renards  went  to  pimiteoui  to 
surprise  the  people  of  the  place ;  but  they  had  been  warned  by 
the  Sakis  to  be  on  their  guard.  The  Sakis  did  this  out  of  grati- 
tude, beanse  tliese  people  of  pimiteoui  had  restored  to  Them 


1  Cherokee  River  was  the  early  name  of  the  Tennessee,  from  'the  large 
villages  of  that  tribe  settled  upon  it. — Ed. 
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three  of  Their  people,  -whoim  the  Kaokias  had  captured.*  A 
llalf -breed  son  of  a  Frenchman  and  a  Savage  was  killed,  appar- 
ently by  some  one  of  this  party  of  100  men,  for  The  body  was 
found  hacked  to  pieces  near  a  Sciau  Canoe.  This  happened  on 
May  26,  about  half  a  League  from  pimiteoui. 

A  party  of  100  pouteouatamis  and  Outaouas,  with  whom 
other  nations  had  joined  returned  from  the  Ghicachas,  but 
nothing  was  accomplished  after  80  days  of  marching.  The 
Peanguichas^  on  their  passage  through  their  country,  gave  them 
three  prisoners  and  four  Scalps.  If  they  had  been  willing  to 
believe  one  of  their  slaves,  they  might  easily  have  killed  on 
their  route  a  party  of  ten  of  their  enemies. 

The  Outaouas  brought  two  slaves  that  had  been  given  them 
by  the  poux  of  St.  Joseph  Eiver,  a  post  under  the  command  of 
the  Sieur  Coulon  Devilliers,  who  ^vrite8  me  these  last  three 
items  of  news. 

Three  bands  of  Sonountouans  came  back  fromi  the  Chicacha 
country,  bringing  twelve  prisoners  and  ten  scalps;  they  had 
lost  but  one  man  themselves.  They  were  expecting  two  other 
bands  July  24, 1741.  They  are  dying  of  hunger  in  the  Sonoun- 
touan  territory.  The  famine,  in  fact^  is  general  among  all 
the  savages  of  the  upper  country.  Indian  com  was  worth  at 
Detroit  from  40  to  GO  livres  per  Minot 

All  The  Hurons  at  Detroit  were  ill  disposed  toward  the  Chica^ 
clias,  when  the  Chevalier  de  ]:Jeaahamais  arrived  tliere,  who 
was  sent  by  Monsieur  the  General  to  induce  them  to  camB 
nearer  to  Him.  He  brought  three  of  them  wfth  him  to  select 
land,  and  they  are  to  come  in  great  numbers  next  spring. 

There  came  to  Montreal  this  summer  a  large  deputation 
from  the  four  jroquois  Villages,  which  (in  the  Council  held 
with  Monsieur  the  General)  begged  Him  not  to  listen  to  evil 
speeches  that  might  be  made,  because  their  father  could  count 
on  their  fidelity  in  preserving  peace.     They  begged  him  to 


1  Pimithouy  was  a  town  of  the  Peoria  tribe  of  the  Illinois,  located  near 
the  present  city  of  Peoria.  The  Kaokias  were  an  Illinois  tribe,  situated 
about  the  village  of  that  name  (Cahokla)  on  the  Mississippi. — ^Bd. 
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^^1^  with  them  to  oonsolidate  and  strengthea  The  tree  of  petoe^ 
which  had  heea  planted  in  the  preeence  of  all  the  nations  te- 
eeznUed  at  Montieal,  ahont  forty  yean  ago  (in  ITOS),  Mora 
the  then  General^  Monsieur  de  Caliere.  They  hogged  him 
alflo^  in  caae  of  a  war  between  Franoe  and  England,  not  to  make 
war  in  the  oountiy  of  their  brothers  the  Datch,  but  to  leave 
them  in  peace.  They  said  various  other  words  aooompanied  by 
Collars^  and  all  in  favor  of  peace. 

Four  diaouanons  came  in  the  name  of  their  nation  to  bring 
messages  to  their  father,  proclaiming  themselves  veiy  ziBady  to 
execute  his  wishes.  I  do  not  speak  in  detail  of  those  things^ 
which  are  reserved  for  Monsieur  The  General,  but  mention 
only  a  portion  which  was  made  puUio  like  this  whole  Memoir. 


1741:     SBCRBT  PROJSCT  GONCBRNINO  THB  F0XB8 

[Blztraet  from  abstract  of  Beauhamois's  reports  for  1741.    Source: 
N.  Y.  OoUm.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  1086.] 

The  news  neceived  from  the  Upper  countries  to  the  effect 
that  some  undergrouDd  Belts  were  sent  by  the  English  to  divers 
Indian  Nations,  inviting  them  to  rid  themselves  of  the  French 
scattered  throughout  that  region ;  and  that  the  Foxes  had  sent 
out  some  war  parties  against  the  Illinois,  whereby  several 
Frenchmen  have  been  killed,  led  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois 
to  think  that  some  brilliant  action  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  keei>  the  Nations  in  dieck,  and  that  the  French  and  domi- 
ciliated Indians  who  had  been  called  out  for  the  expedition 
against  Choiieguen  might  be  sent,  next  year,  against  the  Foxes. 
Uut  as  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  keep  this  project  se- 
cret, he  contented  himself  with  giving  the  Indians  and  the 
Militia  who  had  been  warned,  to  understand  that  he  calcu- 
lated on  them  for  next  year,  the  season  being  too  far  advaneed 
for  the  execution  of  the  design  against  Choiieguen. 

The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois'  opinion  respecting  the  war 
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against  the  Foxes  has  been  the  more  readily  approved  by  the 
Baron  de  Longuenil,  Meesrs  De  la  Chassaigne,  Lacome,  de 
Lignery,  La  None  and  Dupleosis-f  abort,  whomi  he  had  assembled 
at  his  house,  as  it  appears  from  all  the  letters  that  the  Court  has 
written  since  several  years,  that  it  has  nothing  so  much  at  heart 
as  the  destruction  of  that  Indian  Nation,  which  cannot  be  pre- 
vailed on  by  the  presents  and  good  treatment  of  the  French,  to 
live  in  peace,  notwitiistanding  all  its  proradses.  Besides  it  is 
notorious  that  the  Foxes  have  a  secret  understanding  with  the 
Iroquois  to  secure  a  retreat  among  the  latter,  in  case  they  be 
obliged  to  abandon  their  villages. 

They  have  one  already  secured  among  the  Sioux  of  the 
Prairies,  with  whom  they  are  allied ;  so  that  should  they  be  pro- 
advised  of  the  design  of  the  French  to  wage  war  against  them, 
it  would  be  easy  for  them  to  retire  to  the  one  or  the  other,  be- 
fore their  passage  could  ho  intercepted,  or  themselves  attacked 
in  tlieir  villages. 


1741:     HURON  AND  TfeTBS  PLATBS. 

[ElKtract  from  a  letter  of  Father  de  la  Richarle  to  Father  St.  F6, 
dated  Detroit,  June  10, 1741.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  press  mark,  ''Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol.  90."] 

Reveeitnd  Fatiieu — Here  is  now  an  incident  that  will  pre- 
vent reconciliation  between  the  old  and  the  young  men:  A 
party  of  the  latter  want  to  break  the  peace  made  with,  the  Tetes 
plates  by  the  elders  fifteen  years  ago-  The  young  men  say 
that  it  is  the  alliance  vnth  the  Tetes  plates  that  has  caused 
the  neighboring  I^ations  to  hate  the  hurons;  the  elders  allege 
that  this  is  only  a  pretext,  and,  moreover,  that  the  Tetes  plates, 
far  froni  doing  themi  any  injury,  have  sent  their  people  back 
to  them  whenever  they  captured  any  who  went  without  cause 
to  kill  them  in  their  Villages.  The  young  mien  rely  on  what 
the  French  have  told  them,  viz:  that  Monsieur  the  General 
w^ould  be  pleased  if  they  attacked  the  Tetes  plates.  If  I 
thought  that  Monsieur  the  General,  with  the  counsel  of  his 
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ooQQseienoe,  ocHiflider  mob  a  war  Lawful^  I  woalid  at  onoa 
side  with  the  young  xneniy  bat  aa  I  have  noUdng  deoiaiTe  en 
that  pointy  and  aa  Hj  oonadence,  which  ia  of  the  ^tif^xtmb,  talla 
me  tiiat  BoidL  a  war  would  be  mnideri  I  eumo^  pending  iba 
reeeipt  of  yoar  ordeiBi  Avoid  giving  my  support  to  the  ddera. 


1741:    COUNCIL  WITH  THB  HURON  OF  DVnUHT 
[Souroe,  lame  as  preoedlxia  document,  but  fol.  149.] 

Secret  CounciL  Message  of  Monsieur  {he  Marquis  de  Beau-^ 
hamois,  Oorenwr  general  of  New  Fran^,  to  (he  huro/ns  of 
Detroit,  June  IS,  1741. 

Sastabbtsy^  Listen  attenitively  to  the  message  of  thy  Father 
Onontao^  which  will  be  bron^t  thee  by  him  who  is  Dearest 
to  me^  who  is  of  m^  blood,  that  then  mayest  know  how  vmA 
I  think  of  thee  and  of  all  thy  Nation.  Monsiear  Dabnron 
whom  you  greatly  love^  will  aooompany  him. 

Remennber  well,  My  son  Sastaretsy,  that  three  years  ago 
thou  didst  Send  a  message  to  thy  brothers  of  Lorette^  of  the 
Saulty  and  of  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains,  by  which  thou  didst 
inform  them  that  thou  wouldst  be  compelled  to  go  to  Ithem 
in  their  Village  in  the  autumn,  as  soon  as  thou  shouldst  have 
heard  of  the  ruin  of  thy  Nephews.  Thou  didst  ask  them  to 
inform  Me  of  the  situation  ini  wbidi  thou  wert  placed  by  the 
Multitud  of  thy  Enemies.  They  brought  me  thy  message 
and  I  Felt  thy  trouble  to  such  an  extent  that  I  at  once  replied 
— thou  must  remember  it  I  Sent  presents  to  thy  Father, 
Monsieur  De.  Noyelle,  to  cover  the  dead,  to  console  the 
afilicted  and  to  stay  the  Tomahawk  of  the  young  men  whose 
Hearts  might  be  turned  to  evil.  Judge  by  this  of  my  affec- 
tion for  thee. 

Thy  Father,  Ondechaouasty,  *  Wrote  me  the  Following  year 
that  thou  hadst  seemed  to  acquesce  in  the  Orders  I  had  given 


iNote  on  original  MS.:     "Father  de  la  Richardie." 
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to  oblige  thee  to  remain  at  Detroit  after  the  affair  imputed 
to  thy  nephews  was  Completely  settled,  But  that  thou  might- 
est  leave  thy  land  at  the  first  alamu 

Thy  Father,  Monsieur  De  Noyelle,  Wrote  me  at  the  same 
time  that  you  had  all  gone  into  winter  quarters  and  had  aban- 
doned your  clearings;  you  had  told  him  that  you  could  not 
calm  the  Minds  of  your  wives  and  Children,  and  that  you 
would  always  live  in  Fear  at  the  Post  of  Detroit. 

Orontony^  Sent  me  Branches  of  Porcelain  on  behalf  of  tie 
whole  Village,  by  which  he  asked  my  permission  to  come  and 
settle  near  me,  as  they  could  no  longer  live  in  peace  at  that 
Place,  because,  he  said,  whenever  the  Tetee  plates,  might 
make  an  Attack  on  the  Nations  of  the  Poet,  you  would  always 
be  accused  of  having  a  share  in  it,  and,  in  order  to  Avoid  be- 
ing reduced  some  day  to  cruel  extremities,  he  re-iterated  the 
request  you  had  made  to  me. 

Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Sent  me  two  Collars  on  your  behalf. 
By  the  first  you  asked  me  to  grant  you  a  piece  of  land  near 
me,  so  that  your  wives  and  Children  might  be  in  safety, 
which  they  were  not  at  Detroit.  You  said  to  me  by  that  mes- 
sage that  if  I  did  not  show  that  kindness  to  you,  you  would 
go  and  die  in  some  Distant  Spot. 

By  the  Second,  you  also  asked  me  to  give  you  an  officer 
to  come  down  with  you  to  protect  you  from  injury 

Your  Father,  Ondechaouasty,  Wrote  me  at  the  time  that 
you  begged  me  to  Excuse  you  for  not  coming  down  to  Mont- 
real, as  I  had  ordered  the  elders  to  do,  because  it  was  the 
people  of  the  Sault  who  had  asked  yon  to  do  so;  that  it  is 
not  the  Custom  amongst  you  Savages  to  go  and  ask  for  Pro- 
tection and  for  an  asylum,  and  that  if  Compassion  was  felt 
for  your  wives  and  Children,  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
had  pity  on  Them  to  come  and  console  them  on  their  Mat,  or 
even  to  light  a  fresh  fire  for  them  in  some  spot  where  they 
might  be  considered  in  safety. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  affair  thou  didst  communicate  the 


iNote  on  original  MS.:     •'Nicolas." 
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thought  that  was  in  thy  heart  to  thy  Father,  the  Comanand- 
Mnt,  and  to  your  two  Fathera,  the  black  Gowna^  and  you  would 
have  no  witneas  but  Them  80  as  to  Eocpress  it  more  freely. 
That  message  was  Sent  me  the  following  year. 

You  said  that  while  you  Were  at  Missilimakinac  you  iMeived 
an  embassy  from  your  broitherB  of  die  Sault  and  of  the  Lab 
of  two  Mountains  by  which  they  asked  you  toi  go  to  Hiem, 
and,  as  a  pretext^  they  said  to  you:  Come^  my  brodiem,  yoa 
Are  in  this  Place  in  the  midst  of  a  Mtiltitude  of  Nations  that 
do  not  like  you  and  of  whose  customs  you  are  ignorant. 

That  the  late  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  Urged  you  to  leave  as 
soon  as  possible  INTations  that  hated  you  and  that  he  said  to 
you:  settle  near  me;  you  will  find  a  safe'aqrlum,  a  Father 
and  a  Protector. 

You  replied  to  him  that  you  would  some  day  follow  the 
advice  he  had  just  given  you,  that  you  would  eeize  the  first 
pretext  that  presented  itself  to  come  to  him,  and  that  you 
had  long  thought  seriously  of  fulfilling  the  promiBe  you  had 
made,  which  Was  to  come  here. 

By  anotiier  message  you  said  that  the  reason  that  led  you 
to  take  that  step  Was  that  you  wished  to  calmi  the  Minds  of 
your  wivee  and  Children  which  Were  so  affected  that  they 
could  live  in  safety  nowhere  buA  near  me;  that  the  'whote 
village  Were  of  that  opinion  and  that  you  spoke  on  their  behalf. 

By  another  message  you  also  said  that  if  I  did  not  grant 
your  request^  the  sorrow  you  would  feel  would  lead  you  to 
take  another  step;  that  your  resolution  was  taken,  and  Ithat 
you  were  prepared  to  die  near  the  first  spot  you  came  to  rather 
than  live  in  a  land  where  your  wives  and  Children  could  not 
venture  to  go  to  their  Work  without  fearing  that  they  might 
not  return  at  night  to  sleep  in  their  Cabins;  that  as  you  had 
always  Been  obedient  to  my  orders,  you  would  be  in  a  better 
position  to  Carry  fliem'  out  if  you  Were  near  me. 

By  a  Narrow  Collar,  you  begged  me  not  to  refuse  your  re- 
quest to  bring  you  near  mo,  holding  it  by  one  end  and  ask- 
ing me  to  hold  the  other  so  as  to  calm  the  Minds  of  your  wives 
and  Children. 
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By  a  Wide  Collar  jou  asked  me  for  some  one  to  take  ycni 
to  the  land  where  I  dwell  so  that  you  might  travel  in  safety 
through  the  Nations. 

Thou  Sastaretey,  with  Tayetehatin*  and  Qmntony,  didst 
Send  me  a  message  to  Inform  me  of  your  design,  in  the  Hope 
that  I  would  have  compassion  on  your  conditon;  and  you 
told  me  that  if  I  had  pity  on  the  huron  I  would  bring  him 
near  me ;  that  your  thought  Was  supported  by  two  Collars. 

By  another  message  you  9ix)ke  to  me  in  these  terms:  My 
Father,  our  intention  to  draw  near  you  is  a  lasting  one  and 
nothing  can  change  it. 

By  another  you  also  said  to  me  that  the  huron  knows  not 
what  it  is  to  break  his  word,  nor  to  have  a  second  thought 
succeed  a  first  one  he  has  coiisideiXKl  reasonable.  You  did 
not  conceal  from  me  that  you  might  take  a  istep  I  would  not 
approve  if  I  rejected  your  word,  and  said  that  you  would 
never  be  very  firm  in  your  Beligion  unless  you  were  separated 
from  Xations  that  are  not  Christian. 

By  another  message  you  asked  to  be  put  alone  in  the  Place 
I  might  deem  suitable  and  that  the  Black  (lowns  might  live 
with  you  to  soothe  your  Minds.  You  added  that  what  you 
said  Waa  said  in  the  name  of  the  whole  of  your  Nation,  and 
that  if  any  evil  blow  were  struck  all  the  othera  would  cer- 
tainly impute  it  to  the  hurons.  This  led  you  to  believe  with- 
out any  doubt  that  if  I  deferred  bringing  you  near  me,  you 
would  despair  of  your  lives  as  you  Were  threatened  on  all 
sides. 

Then  you  begged  your  Father  the  Commandant  and  ihe 
three  Black  Gk>wns  to  support  your  word  with  me  with  Buclb 
strength  that  your  request  could  not  be  refused;  that  your 
words  be  taken  down  in  Writing  and  that  Nicolas  alone  be 
admitted  to  my  private  Boom.     I  did  this  as  you  know. 


iSastaretsy  and  Tayetcbatin  (Taychatin)  took  no  part  in  the  attack 
on  Detroit  by  Orontony*s  Sandusky  band  (1747;  see  ante,  p.  280). 
They  visited  Montreal  in  July  of  tbat  year,  where  Sastaretsy  died; 
Tayetcbatin  was  also  seized  with  illness,  but  recovered  sufficiently  to 
return  home,  wbere  be  died  in  September. — Ed. 
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You  requested  Monaienr  de  Koyelle  to  Write  me  on  your 
behalf  to  tlumk  me  for  my  kindness  in  granting  yoor  request^ 
and  you  asked  kim  to  assure  me  that  your  If  ation  ^would  never 
forget  the  proof  of  the  Protection  I  gave  your  wives  and 
Children.  You  sent  me  word  that  in  the  Event  of  any  one 
of  you  having  allowed  himself  to  be  won  over  to  Prevent  yoor 
earning  down,  I  was  not  to  alter  anything  of  what  I  had  giuitsd 
you  to  have  you  dwell  near  me;  that  you  had  folly  refleotod 
on  the  step  before  taking  it 

Your  Father,  the  Black  Gkywu  Wrote  mo  that  my  words 
had  been  received  by  your  village  with  great  aodamntiona 
of  gratitude.  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  wrote  me  that  he  had 
delivered  them  to  you  and  that  you  were  greatly  flattered  by 
them,  saying  that  I  oontinned  to  be  always  kind  to  yoiL  He 
added  that  you  had  not  altered  your  design  in  any  way. 

Last  year.  Monsieur  De  Noyani  and  Father  de  la  Bichardie 
Wrote  me  that  your  wives  and  CShildren  Were  in  a  continnal 
state  of  alarms  that  you  yourselves  did  not  consider  themi  safe 
in  such  a  neighborhood  as  that  of  Detroit^  and  that  Orontony, 
wishing  to  excite  my  compaasioDy  had  said  he  Hoped  I  would 
put  him.  under  my  wings. 

Monsieur  De  Noyan  wrote  me  that  you  still  intended  to 
remove  your  fire  elsewhere,  and  that  you  begged  him  to  fol- 
low you  and  to  go  and  live  with  you  on  tiie  piece  of  land  I 
granted  you,  and  that  you  would  be  flattered  if  I  Sent  you  a 
message  to  Remove  you  from  your  fire  and  light  another  for 
you. 

I  have  carefully  considered  all  your  words;  I  have  granted 
with  pleasure  the  requests  you  have  miade  to  me ;  B  wilj  always 
seek  rnoans  to  calm  the  Minds  of  your  wives  and  Children. 
Come,  I  hold*  out  my  arms  to  you  to  take  you  under  my  wing, 
and  by  this  Collar  I  bind  you  Tightly  to  my  Nephew  to  bring 
you  near  me.  Hold  it  by  one  end  and  he  will  hold  it  by  the 
other  so  tbac  you  cannot  separate.  You  vn31  see  that  you 
will  find  im  m&,  as  in  Monsieur  De  Vaudreuil,  a  sure  Asylumi, 
a  Father  and  a  Protestor.  I  will  take  as  much  care  of  you 
as  of  my  Praying  Children  who  are  near  me.     I  will  love 
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you  all  Equally  without  distinction.  If  Monsieur  de  Noyan 
continues  to  feel  the  Desire  he  now  has  to  oome  and  live  with 
you,  I  will  Send  another  to  relieve  him  in  his  place.  Your 
Fathers,  the  Black  Gowns,  will  follow  you  to  the  land  I  have 
destined  for  you  and  which  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  choose 
for  ;>ourselvefi.  You  see  that  I  grant  your  requests  like  a 
good  Father  and  that  I  seek  every  mJeana  to  secure  you  rest 
and  peace. 

By  this  present,  I  clear  your  Bbad,  I  scatter  right  and  left 
the  obstacles  that  might  arise;  I  Dissipate  the  Clouds  and 
put  the  Sun  at  its  zenith  so  that  you  may  see  where  to  place 
your  steps  and  that  the  land  may  henceforth  be  at  peace. 


1741:     INDIAN  COUNCIL  AT  DETROIT;  HURON  KESUiOYAU 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  91.] 

Council  to  Be  held  after  that  of  the  hurons. 

Message  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bewuhamois,  Oovemor 
general  of  New  france,  to  his  Children,  the  OutOrOvacs,  Pout- 
<yaatomis,Sauteu<€,and  Mississagues  of  Detroit,  June  12,171^1. 

My  Children,  I  Seat  My  Nenliew  to  your  Villages  to  an- 
nounce my  word  to  you  and  to  put  at  end  all  the  Disturb- 
ances, UneasineBS,  and  alarms  that  have  prevailed  there  for 
three  years. 

You  are  not  unaware  of  all  that  I  have  done  to  have  peace 
reign  in  your  land  and  to  Prevent  its  being  Eeddened  with 
the  Blood  of  my  Children.  You  have  all  Seconded  me  in  the 
intention  I  Had  and  still  have  that  your  wives  and  Children 
shall  live  in  peace. 

In  spite  of  all  my  precautions  and  yours  I  am  informed 
that  in  the  Hearts  of  the  young  men  still  lurk  feelings  of  re- 
sentment that  might  lead  to  revenge  and  disturb  the  land  more 
than  ever. 

To  prevent  any  accident  to  which  such  Besentment  might 
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give  rue  and  to  prore  to  aU  the  Nations  the  inteieet  I  take  in 
everything  that  concerns  mjy  CThildren  and  How  pleased  I  am 
to  have  them  live  in  Peace  and  hannony  like  true  brothers. 
I  have  taken  the  decision  and  have  determined  to  li^t  a- 
new  fire  and  to  place  the  huron  near  ma  I  think  this  pro- 
caution  should  put  an  end  to  all  alarms  and!  resentment^  and 
thaty  Omsidering  the  Spirit  by  which  I  ami  guided^  you  will 
act  in  accordance  with  my  IntenticMis  and  will  pert  good 
broihem,  giving  one  another  mutual  proofs  of  a  thoxou^ 
friendship. 

By  this  present  I  estahlieh  my  word,  I  make  the  sl^  serene 
over  your  villages^  I  cleanse  your  Hearts;  I  make  the  Boads 
smooth  and  practicaUe  By  this  Goilam,  so  that  you  may 
always  come  and  see  me  in  all  security,  for,  althou^  you  are 
far  away,  I  hold  you  in  my  heart  like  those  who  are  near  ma 

As  to  Thee,  mskinao^  to  prove  to  thee  that  I  have  paid 
heed  to  thy  request  and  to  make  known  to  thee  my  satisfac- 
tion with  thee  and  with  those  whom  thou  hast  mentioned  to 
me,  I  send  to  Monsieur  De  INoyan  the  Marks  of  distinction 
thou  hast  asked  of  me  for  Them.  I  flatter  myself  that  these 
Fresh  favors  from  me  will  Induce  you  to  strive  more  and 
more  for  Good  and  to  have  no  other  heart  than  mina 


1741:     INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CHBVALIER  DB  BEAUHARNOIS 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  147.] 

Memorandum  to  serve  as  Instructions  to  the  Sieur  Chevalier 
de  Beauhamois,  Captain  of  a  Company  of  the  Troops  of  this 
Country,  wlwm  we  have  detaclied  to  remove  the  hurons  oj 
Detroit,  according  to  the  requests  they  have  made  to  us,  and 
to  take  the  savages  of  Sault  St.  Louis  and  of  the  Lake  of  Two 
Mountains,  who  are  to  go  with  him  to  vn/vite  {hem  to  come 
down  here. 

The  chief  cane  of  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois  shall 
be  to  exercise  great  Circumspection  during  the  journey  with 
regard  to  the  savages  under  his  Guidance. 
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He  shall  take  no  other  Route  than  that  to  the  North  of  Lake 
Ontario,  to  Avoid  passing  hy  Choueghen  [Oswego],  where 
the  said  savages  might  amuse  themselves  or  receive  bad  im- 
pressions at  that  Place. 

While  on  the  Way  he  shall  hold  such  CJouncils  with  Them 
as  they  may  ask  for,  and  always  speak  very  gpntly  to  them- 

While  crossing  the  Niagara  portage,  where  he  will  find 
Iroquois  of  the  five  Nations,  he  diall  tell  them  with  his  sav- 
ages, by  means  of  branches  of  Porcelain,  that  they  are  pro^ 
ceeding  to  Detiloit  solely  in  connection  with  peaceful  MatterSi 
and  he  shall  not  inform  them  of  the  object  of  his  journey. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Post  of  Detroit,  he  shall  communicate 
to  the  Sieur  De  Noyan,  the  comiiMndant  there,  all  the  Orders 
and  instructions  with  which  he  is  charged. 

He  shall  deliver  to  liini  (iie  messages  of  the  hurons  and  those 
of  the  Outiaouacs,  Poutoiiataniis,  Sauteiix,  and  Mississagues  of 
the  said  Poet,  that  two  secret  Councils  may  Be  held  separatdy 
in  the  house  of  the  said  Sieur  de  Noyan. 

To  the  first  Council  the  hurons  alone  shall  be  summoned, 
with  the  Iroquois,  to  Hear  our  message;  and  if  they  decide  to 
come  down  to  light  their  fire  on  the  land  I  have  set  apart  for 
them  near  me,  then  the  Outaouacs  and  other  Nations  of  the  said 
Post  shall  also  be  gathered  together,  with  the  Iroquois,  at  the 
house  of  the  said  Sieur  de  Noyan,  that  my  message  may  be 
repeated  to  them,  and  the  hurons  shall  not  be  there. 

After  the  Sieurs  De  Noyan  and  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois 
shall  have  spoken  to  the  hurons  and  other  Nations  of  the  Post, 
if  the  hurons  come  down  here,  as  there  is  every  likelihood  of 
tiieir  doing,  and  the  other  savages  seem  pleased  at  it,  they 
shall  do  their  best  to  reconcile  them  Together;  they  shall  give 
them  a  feast  so  that  they  may  part  good'  brothers. 

In  the  event  of  the  hurons  deciding  not  to  come  down  until 
next  spring,  as  might  well  happen  under  the  pretext  of  getting 
their  crops,  of  their  young  men  not  Yet  having  returned  from 
tiie  war-path,  or  of  other  reasons  they  may  allege,  the  Sieur 
Chevalier  de  Beauhamois  shall  pass  the  winter  with  Themy 
as  well  as  the  Sieur  Duburon  whom  we  have  diosen  to  accom- 
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pany  hiiz^  and  he  shall  do  his  best  to  Indtioe  the  Iroqnou  not 

to  leave  theixL 

We  Telj,  moieoveTy  on  the  pradence  and  wiae  ooaduot  of 

the  Sieurs  De  Nojaa  and  GhoTalier  de  Beauhamoia  with 

regard  to  any  Events  we  cannot  ioroeoo,  and  even  euapowet 

them  to  act  aooording  to  CiztramstanceB  and  to  do  e^eiyihing 

that  niAj  be  advisable  and  that  thej  may  deem  neoessaiy  for 

the  welf  aiie  of  the  service. 

BBAUHABirom. 

MoNTBEAL,  June  14,  1741. 


k. 


1741:     HURON  OF  DBTROIT 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  foL  154.] 

'  C'opy  of  the  Letter  Written  hy  Monsieur  ihe  marquia  de 
Beauhanwis,  Oovemor  general  of  New  France,  to  Father  de  la 
Bichardie,  Missionary  at  Detroit,  on  June  H,  IHI. 

Rbvxbxitd  Fathxb — ^I  received  the  three  Lett?rs  yon  did  roe 
the  honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  1st  of  August  and  17th  of 
September  Iast>  and  on  the  22nd  of  April  of  this  year.  I  Wrote 
to  Monsieur  De  IToyan  on  the  14th  of  October  last  with  refer- 
ence to  my  project  of  removing  the  huions  with  the  savage 
Ceremonies  they  asked.  I  directed  him'  to  beg  you  to  excuse 
my  not  answering  you  or  himself  with  reference  to  all  that  you 
had  Written]  to  me,  owing  to  my  many  occupations  in  the  au- 
tumn. I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  performed  that  oommis- 
•sion,  so  you  must  think  no  ill  of  my  silence. 

I  am  Sending  my  Nephew  with  tlie  Sieur  Dtiburon  to  carry 
my  message  to  the  hurons,  Outaouacs,  Foutouatamis,  Sauteuz, 
and  Mississagues.  You  will  see  what  it  saj's,  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  think  that,  knowing  the  importance  of  the  matter,  you 
will  second  me  to  the  best  of  your  ability ;  and  I  will  tell  you  on 
this  occasion,  as  I  have  told  the  savages,  that  I  have  full  oon- 
fidenoe  in  you. 

You  wrote  me  that  there  was  nothing  to  fear  with  regard  to 
the  report   that  they  might  go  to  the  Sonontouans.    I    have 
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nevertihele68  been  credibly  informed  tliat  they  had  given,  them 
CollaiB  to  that  End,  and  that,  before  they  can  remove  from 
Detroit,  they  cannot  dispense  with  withdrawing  them. 

You  write  me  that  somebody  who  was  to  oome  down  here 
seemed  greatly  prejudiced  against  the  hurons,  and  had  flattered 
himself  that  he  could  influence  my  Mind  against  them  and  in 
favor  of  Angonirot  I  guessed  to  whomi  you  referred,  but,  Eev- 
erend  Father,  I  oannot  help  telling  you  that  I  am  perfectly 
aware  that  Chief  [Anguirot]  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  "Nbt 
tion  and  controls  one  half  the  village ;  consequently  he  is  a  man 
to  be  treated  with  circumspection.  Several  persons  have  told 
me  that  you  did  not  like  him;  that  you  would  not  admit  him 
to  any  Council ;  that  his  people  had  spoken  and  he  had  said 
nothing;  aiul  that  when  he  saw  me  he  would  show  me  that  he 
has  reason  to  complain  because  you  represent  him  to  me  as  a 
dangerous  and  pernicious  individual.  On  the  present  occasion 
it  is  better  to  appear  to  have  confidence  In  him,  so  as  not  to  re- 
buff him,  and  thereby  Induce  him  not  to  thwart  my  intentions. 
I  give  Orders  Accordingly  to  my  Nephew. 

I  have  Written  to  Monsieur  De  Noyan  that  I  would  decor- 
ate the  Chief  you  speak  of  with  the  Medal  you  ask  of  me  for 
him,  when  he  comes  down  here. 

In  your  Letter  of  the  17th  of  September  you  tell  me  that  you 
have  often  Written  to  Your  Father  Superior  that  if  I  deemed 
it  advisable  to  grant  the  liurons  the  refuge  they  ask  near  me, 
they  would  like  that  their  brothers  of  the  Sault  should  go  and 
remove  them  and  light  a  fresh  fire  for  thcni.  You  do  not  men- 
tion the  people  of  the  Lake,  who  are  their  brothers  as  well  as 
the  Others,  and  even  tlieir  Close  friends.  And  Yet  in  the  mes- 
sage you  sent  to  Father  De  lauzon^  on  the  12th  of  August,  1738, 
Sastaretsy  asks  that  I,  as  well  as  his  brothers  of  the  Sault,  of 
the  Lake,  and  of  Lorette,  be  informed  of  the  situation  in  which 
he  is  placed  by  the  Multitude  of  his  Enemies.     For  this  rea- 


1  Pierre  de  Lauzon,  superior  of  Canadian   missions   from  1732  to 
1739.— Ed. 
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son  I  have  det«rmjiie(i  to  send  with  the  people  of  the  Saolt  tSose 
of  the  Lake  and  two  hurons. 

1  have  rt?ason  to  think,  Ileverend  Father,  that  it  would  ho 
neeessary  to  attract  the  hurons  who  have  gone  ovei"  to  the  Side 
of  the  English  toward  belie  Riviere;  aitliongh  baudils,  accord- 
ing to  the  description  you  give  me  of  theoL 

By  your  last  Letter  you  tell  me  that  tliere  is  no  change  as 
Itegards  the  hurons,  escept  that  their  Desire  to  Settle  at  Mon- 
treal has  diminished  without  passing  away,  because  they  are  oon- 
vineed  they  are  not  wanted ;  that  only  a  strong  message  from  ma 
with  a  similar  one  from  fhoir  brothers  of  the  Sault  can  attract 
them  (yon  arc  again  silctit.  with  respect  to  those  of  the  Lake.) 
Yon  add  that  you  would  not  like  to  guarantee  that  all  would  go^ 
although  you  think  that  those  who  would  remain  would  grad'' 
naljy  join  the  others. 

The  settlement  upon  the  island'  of  which  you  speak,  ^ero 
all  would  gather,  ia  not  suitable  in  any  way,  because  I  should 
omsider  ihem  much  less  in  safety  at  that  Place  than  at  the 
PoBt  of  Detroit.  Therefore,  Reverend  TfUher,  they  must  de- 
cide to  come  here,  because  I  think  they  cannot  remain  at  tJiat 
place;  they  muet  also  be  Removed  fromi  that  spot  to  put  an  end 
to  all  uneasiness  and  to  quiet,  the  land.  It  is  paUidy  stated 
here  that  they  have  planned  to  go  and  Live  with  the  Hetes- 
plates,  at  the  first  movemient  against  thean. 

I  am  delighted,  Reverend  Eather,  thait  Monsieur  and  H»> 
dame  de  Noyan  should  be  to  jour  liking;  they  are  greatly  to 
mine. 

I  remain  etc., 

iNote  on  original  MS.:     "QroBse  Isle  3  or  4  heaguee  from  Detroit." 
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1741:     NEW  SETTLEMENT  FOR  OTTAWA  AT  MACKINAC 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  95;   cf.  transcript  in 

N,  y.  colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1072-1073.] 

Speech  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Becmhamais,  Governor 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  Outaouacs  of  MissUimahinac,  on 
July  8,  nJ^l. 

My  Children,  I  Wrote  last  year  to  the  CJommandant  of  Mis- 
silinuakinac  and  gave  him  orders  to  Induce  Mincheokiniay 
Al^ikainingiie,  Clielaoiiiskaouois,  Otolinois/  Qniskaouois^  and 
other  Chiefs  of  Note,  both  Kiskakoua**  and  Sinagos,*  to  come 
here  and  Listen  to  my  message. 

He  wrote  me  that  the  reason  that  Prevented  the  majority  of 
those  Chiefs  from  coming  down  was  their  remaining  at  the 
grande  Traverse*  to  look  for  Lands  suitable  If  or  the  Establish- 
ment of  their  Villages,  owing  to  the  dearth  of  food  that  had 
prevailed  the  previous  winttir,  and  that,  your  Lands  Being  ex- 
hausted, they  feared  the  same  might  happen  Again. 

Several  years  ago,  My  Children,  Monsieur  de  Celeron,  who 
is  here  present,  wTOte  me  that  you  Intended  to  Remove  your  Vil- 
lages elsewhere  for  the  same  reason. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  I  gave  him  he  Sought  you  at 
Maskigon,^  where  you  Wished  to  Establish  yourselves,  and 
brought  you  back  to  your  Villages,  as  that  land  was  in.  nowise 
suited  to  you,  because  tlie  frequent  maladies  that  prevail  at  that 
Place  might  have  destroyed  you.  Moreover,  it  ruins  your  Hunt- 
ing, and  you  must  have  observed  that  whenever  any  of  your  Na- 
tion have  spent  the  Summer  at  that  Place,  tliey  have  found  the 
Animals  Scattered  and  your  hunting  less  productiva 

The  point  in  question  at  present,  My  Children,  is  to  setde 
you  in  a  place  where  you  may  find  good  land  capable  of  yield- 
ing profitable  crops,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  procure  subsist- 


»» 


iNote  on  original  document:     "Chiefs  of  the  Sauteux.' 
sNote  on  original  document:     "two  branches  composing  the  outa^ 
vacs  nation." 

8  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Mich. — Ed. 
4  Muskegon  River,  Mich. — ^Ed. 
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■  enc©  for  your  families  and  retain  your  hunting  Grounds. 
'ilirouR'h  the  interest  I  take  in  all  that  concerns  yon,  and  the 
great  affection  I  hare  for  My  Children,  the  Outaouacs,  I  see 
none  more  suitable  for  you  than  Pouteliitaouy, '  the  point  of 
Pamitobfi,  or  L'artre  Croche  [the  Crooked  tree],'  which  how- 
erver  I  find  rather  Far.  Choose,  My  CSiildren,  that  one  of  all 
those  Places  tliat  Suits  you,  and  reflect  well  upon  the  matter. 
Kenuember  the  advantages  you  have  enjoyed  in  Being  near  the 
French,  who  buy  your  Canoes,  your  gum,  your  Indian  com, 
j^our  fats,  and  all  that  your  industry  produce*;  this  enables  yon 
to  live  more  C<«ufortably  with  your  families,  and  you  would 
not  enjoy  those  advantages  if  you  Were  far  Away  from,  theani 

By  a  great  Collar  that  you  will  Undertake  to  deliver  to 
Monsieur  de  (!'eloron,  I  light  your  fire  at  the  Spot  you  \vin  se- 
lect from  amongst  those  I  have  indicated  to  you. 

I  will  also  charge  you  to  deliver  to  him  a  latf;e  Flag  that  htt 
himself  may  set  it  over  your  villages,  and  he  will  raise  it  eo 
high  that  I  shall  he  able  to  see  it  and  have  the  satisfaction  d 
saying:  I  have  Settled  My  Children  in  a  Place  where  they 
eau  live  in  peace  and  comfort.  I  shall  learn  the  News  of  thia 
with  pleasure  next  spring 

As  your  Elders  appeared  to  me  to  have  great  oonfidoioe  In 
Monsieur  de  Celoron,  I  Send  himi  to  found  diftt  EstaUishment. 
Listen  well  to  his  words  which  are  Mine. 

I  have  learned,  My  C3iildren,  that  you  went  to  Chou£^ien 
[Oswego]  to  get  Bad  milk;  there  is  good  milk  here.  Whj  6a 
you  not  coma  and  get  it  since  you  like  it  bo  much  t  You  hare 
never  been  refused  any  and  my  Breasts  are  full.  I  will  make 
them  flow  with  pleasure  when  their  milk  does  not  spoil  the- 

'"The  localltr  between  Carp  and  Pine  rivers  at  tbe  extremity  ol 
BB7  St.  lEoace  ISt.  Martin's  Bay],  at  tbe  bead  of  Lake  Huron.  See 
Bella's  Carte  du  Detroit  du  Lac  Superieur." — Note  of  O'Callaghan  to 
transcript  in  N.  7.  Colon.  Doct.  Famltabfi  Is  apparently  another  nam» 
for  tbe  same  spot. — Bo. 

'  Immediately  nortb  of  Little  Traverse  Bay,  at  tbe  northwest  comer 
of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan. — O'Calushan. 
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Minds  of  my  t'hildren/  and  I  Avill  give  you  Tokens  of  My 
friendship  for  you  and  your  villages.  I  have  not  Yet  had  time 
to  have  anything  prepared.  It  has  afforded  me  mtich  pleasure 
to  speak  to  you  in  the  presence  of  Monsieur  de  Oeloron,  who 
starts  tomorrow,  and  who  will  repeat  my  speech  in  your  vil- 
lages. 


1741:     CHEVALIER   DB  BEIAUHARNOIS  AT   DEH'ROIT;    HURON 

REMOVAL 

[Letter  of  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois  to  his  uncle,  the  Marquis  de 
Beauharnois,  dated  Aug.  2,  1741.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des 
Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  75»  c.  11»  foL 
97."] 

My  Dear  Uncle — ^I  found,  on  my  aiTival,  only  seven  or 
eight  decrepit  old  Men,  and  a  village  deserted  and  without  war- 
riors, as  The  chicax^has  have  something  over  160  at  tbeir  heels. 
I  have  not  yet  entered  deeply  into  matters;  but  judging  by 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  all  appear  to  be  quite  disposed 
to  listen  to  everything,  without  being  in  a  humor  to  make  any 
positive  answer  before  the  return  of  this  band.  I  Hear  only 
things  that  are  unpromising  for  the  success  of  my  enterprise; 
and  if  I  can  rely  on  what  is  said  and  thought  by  those  who  can 
and  ought  to  know  something  about  the  matter,  the  hurons 
are  now  as  indifferent  and  averse  to  coming  down  as  they  were 
formerly  desirous  and  ready  to  do  so.  This  contributes  not 
a  Little  to  making  my  position  a  most  uncomfortable  one.  In- 
cessantly occupied  with  the  wheels  that  I  try  to  set  in  motion  in 
order  to  operate  so  crazy  and  anomalous  a  machine,  I  ami  ex- 
pending all  my  rhetoric  to  win  and  to  confirm  minds,  which 
the  merest  Bagatelle  miay  disturb  and  divert  Finally,  my  dear 
uncle,  whether  it  be  ill-will  on  the  part  of  the  hurons,  or  frivol- 
ity and  inconstancy,  I  discover,  or  to  speak  more  to  the  pointy 
I  see  through  the  fact,  thai  an  arm  more  powerful  than  my  ovm 

iNote  on  original  document:    "Before  leaving  you  will  come  and 


see  me." 
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bindB  and  holds  diem.  Angouirot^  a  f  amcnui  ohieC  of  Ae  oppo- 
site paityy  that  is,  of  .those  "who  do  not  wish  to  go  dawn, 
Angouiroty  I  say,  more  obstinate  than  e^er,  peniats  stall  in  the 
same  feelings.  I  have  every  reason  to  Fear  that  this  man  may 
spoil  my  success,  as  he  joind  to  a  canning  and  subde  mindi  tiba 
ability  of  an  accomplished  politician.  He  listens  to  efoiry- 
thing  and  never  makes  answer.  Presents  and  pdier  indnoe- 
ments — ^nothiiq;  is  spared ;  and  in  order  to  prove  to  yoOy  Ify 
dear  Uncle,  how  far  I  have  to  carry  my  Flattery  in  order  to  get 
a  hold  on  The  stabbom  Spirit  of  this  firm  antagonist^  I  invited 
him  yesterday  evening  to  take  rapper  with  me.  Invoked  to 
speak  frankly  This  sly  rogue,  fearing  the  wine  mi^t  betray 
him,  and  lead  him  to  disclose  what  was  in  his  mind,  took  liile 
precaution  of  eating  and  Drinking  only  with  the  very  greatest 
moderation. 

The  Fair  sex,  Among  the  hurons  as  with  us,  has  aheolnte 
power  over  the  Minds  of  the  men.  I  brou^t  nothing  from 
Montreal  for  them^  but  I  have  remedied  this  deficiency  by  hav- 
ing made  a  Fine  Collar  of  1500  bead»  of  porcelain,  which  I 
Intend  to  give  to  them;  with  some  bags  of  flour,  in  order  to  gain 
them  over  to  my  side.  I  have  proposed  this  scheme  to 
Monsieur  de  Noyan,  and  he  seemed  to  approve  of  it.  I  have 
the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  speeehee  to  be  made  on  that 
occasion. 

The  large  Collar  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  sending  me 
was  found  too  White;  I  have  had  1400  beads  of  black  poroe- 
lain  added  to  it  The  Convoy  Has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  do 
not  know  what  orders  you  send  me  by  it.  Here  everybody  is 
fasting  and  lamenting.  You  could  not  get  a  livrc  of  flour 
in  the  whole  fort  for  Gold  or  silver. 

As  the  provisions  I  brought  are  not.  very  abundant  and  will 
not  last  long,  if  I  am  obliged  to  spend  the  winter  here,  as  ap- 
pears extremely  probable,  I  am  taking  advantage  of  the  gra- 
cious oflFers  made  me  by  Monsieur  de  Lai>erade.  I  will  bring 
what  I  Need  in  the  Canoes  of  his  brother,  while  waiting  for 
supplies  to  arrive  from  Montreal. 
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If  my  letter  should  arrive  soon  enough,  my  dear  uncle,  to 
make  it  possible  to  send  me  a  Canoe  this  fall,  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  would  give  orders  for  sending  one.  The 
piesents  you  have  given  me  for  The  savages  are  scant.  I  have 
no  more  porcelain  though  I  need  it  every  day.  Messieurs 
The  hurons  do  not  care  at  all  for  the  White  kind.  I  decided 
to  write  to  the  keeper  of  the  stores  at  niagara  to  send  me  by 
the  first  Canoes  that  come  up  three  or  four  thousand  beads. 

I  have  set  up  house-keeping  in  a  house  which  I  found  in 

readiness  on  my  arrival,  thanks  to  the  attentions  of  Monsieur 
de  Noyan.     He  urged  me  not  to  keep  my  own  table  but  to  live 

with  him;  but  I  did  not  consider  that  advisable,  so  I  decided 

to  set  up   a  private  establishment  with   Messieurs   dubaron 

[Duburon]  and  la  Chavinguerie.^ 

Ihe  Reverend  Father  de  larichardie,  with  The  principal 
chiefs  of  his  village,  came  out  to  meet  me  four  leagues  from  de- 
troit.  This  Jesuit,  as  shrewd  and  Intelligent  as  his  profession  re- 
quires, has  seemed  to  me  thus  far  to  be  greatly  interested  in  The 
success  of  my  enterprise ;  but  As  I  know  that  the  most  cunning 
policy  is  that  which  seems  The  most  natural,  sic  et  sic  illi  fido. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect  Monsieur,  my  dear  Uncle, 
Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Detroit,  August  2,  1741.      The  Chbvalier  DE  BeauhabNOIS. 

The  convoy  has  just  arrived,  Aug.  6,  1741.  The  black- 
robe  [Jesuit  priest]  from  whom  I  come  has  just  received  let- 
ters fromj  the  Company,  I  mean  from  his  superiors^  who  write 
him  that  your  interest  in  the  pursuit  and  success  of  my  enter- 
prise has  slackened.  If  you  have  not  the  goodness,  my  dear  un- 
cle, to  write  here  in  a  firm  tone  and  to  declare  yourself  against 
the  migration  from  detroit  to  Grosse  Isle  pro  rex  et  membrum 
societatis,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  disposed  to  second  me — ^far 
from  it.  Monsieur  Duburon  Has  not  yet  arrived ;  I  expect  him 
to-day  or  to-morrow  at  the  latest. 

iProbably  Michel  Maray,  sieur  de  la  Chauvignerie,  son  of  Louis 
Maray,  an  officer  in  the  marine.  Michel,  an  Iroquois  interpreter,  was 
bom  in  1704,  and  married  Marie  Joseph  Raimbaut  (1740). — ^Ed. 
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1741:  DE  NOYAN'S  GRIEVANCES;  IMPROVED  CONDITIONS  AT 
DETROIT;  ENGLISH  INFLUENCE;  BEAUHARNOIS'S  VISIT; 
REMOVAL  OP  HURONS 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan  to  the  French  Minister.    Source  same  as  preced- 
ing document,  but  fol.  279.] 

Detroit,  August  24,  1741. 

MoNSEioNEUB — I  have  not  received  your  grace's  orders  for 
two  years.  Monsieui  The  jVIarqnis  De  Beauhamois  wrote  me 
last  autumn  that  he  would  Send  Them  to  me  by  The  first 
opportunity.  Nevertheless,  Moiiscigneur,  I  have  not  Had  The 
Happinebs  of  their  Having  Beached  me. 

Your  Grace  has  not  honored  me  with  a  sufficiently  ample 
Commission  to  allow  of  my  acting  On  my  own  Initiative  [and] 
succeeding  in  The  Settlement  Of  Detroit.  Monsieur  The  Qen- 
eral — who  In  nowise  Divests  himself  of  his  rights  in  my  favor 
and  who,  on  the  contrary,  governs  T'his  Post  altliough  he  is  very 
Distant — sometimes  Blames  me  owing  To  nc^  having  seen 
Things  and  to  not  Knowing  my  reasons  And  The  Principles 
On  Which  I  act,  And  he  Frequently  deprives  me  of  The  means 
of  succeeding  Without  Wishing  It  And  Without  Thinking  he 
is  doing  So. 

He  has  not  so  fully  yielded  to  me  The  advantages  Of  this 
Post  as  not  frequently  to  diminish  Them  by  granting  Free  of 
charge  demi-Licenses  that  I  would  have  been  Pleased  to  grant 
myself.  It  also  often  happens,  Monsiegneur,  that  he  favors 
Persons  who  Need  least. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  desirable,  Mon seigneur  (I  venture  to 
say  For  The  advantage  of  this  Country),  that  Your  .Grace 
should  Leave  The  disposal  of  tlie  Licenses  Entirely  to  me,  And 
that  ill  all  niatlers  Not  of  Exceeding  Importance,  I  be  Per- 
mitted to  act  Without  Fear  of  Jieiiig  Exix)sod  To  the  annoyance 
that  may  be  Caused  me  by  The  Jealous  Envy  of  my  Enemies 
near  Monsieur  The  General.  I  am  attacked  all  the  More 
boldly,  Monseigneur,  because  it  is  Seen  that  I  am  Not  decorated 
with  The  Mark  of  honor  that  distinguishes  An  Officer. 

It  Will  be  Necessary  if  I  am  To  Impress  with  respect  all 
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The  Nations  within  the  jurisdiction  Of  This  Post  The  niun- 
ber  of  Savages  who  Flock  to  it  from  all  Sides ;  The  Wealth  Of 
its  Trade,  which  Amounts  to  from  150  thousand  to  200 
thousand  Livres  of  Furs  per  annum;  And,  Finally,  Moiiseig- 
neur,  The  Beauty  of  the  Country,  And  the  number  of  French 
Settlements,  which  I  have  Greatly  increased  within  a  year,  all 
These  Things  deserve  either  that  Your  Grace  Procure  me  from 
His  Majesty  a  Commission  of  King's  Lieutenant  with  a  Crofls 
of  St  Louis,  or  that  You  should  honor  with  it  him  whom  you 
may  Deeraj  more  Capable  than  I  of  pushing  The  Settlement  of 
lliis  Post^  for  which  Nevertheless  I  have  neglected  nothing  the 
past  year. 

The  state  of  abandonment  into  Which  it  had  been  Allowed 
to  fall  for  seven  or  edgjht  years  by  my  predecessors  called  for  a 
Kemedy  as  prompt  as  that  which  I  appli'ed ;  And  Monsi^gneur 
will  be  informed  that  the  fort^  which  is  600  paces  ini  Lengtb 
by  30  in  Width,  was  oj»eu  on  ail  Sides,  Without  Bastions,  w^tch- 
towers,  or  Platforms,  and  a  Prey  to  Licentiousness  And  Bri- 
gandage. 

I  have  had  it  Completely  restored  with  Suitable  fortifioar 
tions,  so  that,  Monseigneur,  one  is  safe  not  Only  from  attack 
but  also  From  License. 

The  People,  although  easy  lo  re^itraiu,  Had,  through  lack  of 
Correction,  Imperceptibly  fallen  Into  ignorance  of  The  most 
C/ommon  Laws  and  then  into  Neglect  of  their  duties,  and,  as 
impimity  had  too  long  favored  disorder,  insubordination  would 
have  gained  the  upper  hand,  had  I  not  Found  in  the  Hearts  of 
the  old  Burgesses  of  This  Town  deep-Eooted  Feelings  of  Prob- 
ity and  honor,  supported  by  which  I  soon  saw  good  faith  r^ 
turn,  with  Police,  Order,  And  Love  for  Agriculture,  all  of 
which  had  too  long  been  banished  from  h&re.  I  caused  the 
Town  to  be  Extended  last  year  and  I  Am  About  to  do  the  same 
This  Year. 

The  Tillage  of  the  Soil  is  my  Chief  Object,  convinced  as  I 
Am  that  it  is  the  source  of  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  States* 
To  That  end  I  beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  allow  me  to  Grant 
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lands  and  to  have  the  Deeds  drawn  up  by  the  Notary  Of  the 
Tx)cality. 

The  English  have  i>een  eoming  For  a  Number  Of  years  to 
corrupt  the  Savages  Within  the  Sphere  of  This  Post^  and  I 
Have  resolved  to  have  them  pillaged.  I  will  B^n  by  send- 
ing Them  a  Summons.  I  will  not  send  anybody  there  empty- 
handed  on  account  of  the  Savages  but  the  equipment  will  be 
supplied  by  the  traders.^ 

The  Trade  of  the  Savages  with  The  English  has  G^peatly  de- 
cueased  within  a  year  owing  to  the  measures  I  have  taken  and 
which  are  succeeding.  I  have,  Nevertheless,  constantly  re- 
fused to  allow  Brandy  to  l)e  Sold  to  the  Savages,  and  it  is  wrong 
to  Fear  that  Such  Conduct  will  detach  them  from  Us.  Far 
from  It,  Iklonseigneur,  they  have  tendered  me  many  thanks  for 
this,  and  all  The  Chiefs  of  the  Villages  have  given  me  their 
word  not  to  return  there.  I  gave  medals  yesterday  to  four 
Chiefs  by  order  of  Monsieur  The  General,  and  I  took  advantage 
of  The  occasion  to  close  that  road  to  them.  Your  Grace  Will 
be  more  fully  informed  respecting  This  Change  next  year. 

It  was  not  a  diflScult  matter  to  put  a  stop  to  the  Trade  be- 
tween the  French  and  The  English  by  the  medium  of  the 
Savages;  thev  wore  tired  of  Being  Robbed  by  the  latter. 

Monsieur  The  General  Sent  Monsieur  The  Chevalier  de 
Beauhamois  here  to  remove  the  hurons  and  take  them  to  Mon- 
treal. Tliev  seemed  to  Wish  It,  but  The  inconstant  Mind  of  the 
Savages  leads  nie  to  Four  he  will  not  sueeeed ;  he  is  still  here. 
Thus,  ^lonseigneur,  if  Vonr  Graee  will  ])erniit  me  to  say  so,  it 
would  have  been  l>etter  to  iia\e  sent  nie,  in  the  sha|)e  of  presents 
for  them,  What  This  proceeding  will  Cost.  I  would  have 
awaited  the  proper  time  to  make  the  Most  of  them,  and,  with- 
out Compromising  the  King's  honor  and  Authority,  I  would 
have  Soimded  their  Minds  and  gradually  made  arrangements 
for  their  migration,  pivinir  nothing  exce})t  on  a  Certainty;  Or 
Monsieur  The  General   could   have  written   me  to  send  Tlie 


1  Copyist's    note:     "This    sentence    is   added    between    the    lines    la 
Monsieur  De  Noyan's  handwriting.'" 
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Chiefs  to  Him,  that  he  might  see  Whether  they  weore  firmi  in 
their  resolution. 

I  Think,  Monseigneur,  there  should  not  be  such  Persistence 
to  get  them.  Times  will  Change,  and  then  we  will  profit 
thereby. 

I  remain  with  very  Profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
Grace's  Very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Should  my  enemies  bring  charges  against  me  and  should 
these  be  brought  to  you,  Monseigneur,  I  very  humbly  B^  Your 
grace  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  justify  myself  and  confound 
them. 

I  am  informal  that  Monsieur  liocquart  wishes  to  appoint  a 
Subdelegate  at  Detroit.  I  can  assure  you,  Monseigneur,  thok 
tliere  is  not  the  slightest  ^^Ce^essity  for  this,  And  .  that  1 
make  a  fairly  good  use  of  a  little  law  I  learned.  There  has  not 
not  been  a  6uit  which  I  have  not  decided  since  I  have  been  here^ 
although  there  have  been  Many,  some  of  which  were  very  old* 


1741:     OTTAWA  REFUSE  TO  REMOVE 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  221.] 

Copy  of  the  Letter  of  the  Sieur  de  Celorvn,  Commandant 
at  Missilimakinac,  Writte(rv  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bewur- 
hamois  on  the  2nd  of  September,  17^1. 

MoNBiEUB — I  have  at  length  induced  the  savages  to  go  and 
inspect  the  depths  of  their  clearings.  They  are  to  start  to^ 
morrow,  and  as  soon  as  they  return,  if  the  Lands  be  found  suitf^ 
able,  I  will  Send  the  French  there  to  work  so  ad  to  enable  them 
to  sow  in  the  Spring.  I  think,  Monsieur,  you  will  approve 
some  expenses  I  shall  be  obliged  to  incur  to  place  them  in  ao^ 


^Copyist's  note:    "Only  the  signature  is  autograph;  the  postscript 
is  in  De  Noyan'g  writing." 
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cordance  with  your  intentiong;  I  will  be  as  economical  as  poB- 
sible.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  assisting  them,  for  otherwise 
they  n'oiiki  Settle  at  the  grando  Traverse  w^iere  tboy  buve  al- 
ready bejfun  to  do  some  clearing;  that  Spot  ia  twenty-five 
Leflgues  Distant  from  here,  and,  conseqnently,  not  very  Con- 
venient for  Trade. 

A?  neitlier  Poutfhitaouy,  L'arbre  croche  (crooked  tree),  nor 
the  point  of  Pamitobe  Are  to  their  liking,  I  tioiight  I  could 
not  do  Ijetter  than  Induce  tbem  to  Settle  on  the  Extension  of 
their  I^nds,  which  will  not  Remove  them  farther  from  the 
French  fort  ihan  two  Leagues  at  the  moet,  I  will  n^lect  nolii- 
ing.  Monaieiir.  lo  make  tliom  coiifnriii  P'litireiy  U>  yoiir  wishes. 
The  good  of  the  service  and  my  Respect  for  the  Orders  given 
me  will  lead  me  to  make  every  Effort  to  succeed  in  accordanoa 
with  your  deeires. 

I  have  The  honor  to  Be,  with  very  profound  Respect,  Mon- 
oieiir,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Oeloeon. 


1741:  INDIAN  WARS  IN  UPPER  COUNTRY;  FOXES  AND  WIN- 
NBBAOOS  TO  RETURN  TO  GREBN  BAT;  HARIN'S  ABILITIB8; 
INDIANS  SEEK  THE  ENGLISH 

[Extract  trooi  a  letter  from  Beauhamols  to  tbe  French  Hinbiter, 
dated  Sept.  26,  1741.  Ma  in  archives  of  Mfnlatire  des  ColonleB,  Paris; 
preesmark,  "Canada,  Com«p.  gin.,  vol.  18,  c.  11,  tol.  174."] 

MoNSEiONECB — I  havB  learned  from  yom*  oomnnmicat^on 
t)f  May  6,  that  His  Majesty  would  have  Been  glad  to  hear  thiit 
the  ScioHx  had  come  down  last  year  to  Montreal.  Hwy  had 
a  talk  with  the  Sieur  Marin  on  January  18,  at  die  Month  of 
the  Ouiskonsin  River,  and  he  ransomed  a  Sauteux  woman,  wiio 
Was  a  prisoner  among  Them.  Hiey  told  him,  that  ihey  lubd 
Been  killed  three  or  four  times  by  the  Sauteux  of  Point  Char 
gonamigon  and  by  those  of  the  Sault  Sainte  Marie.  They  said 
they  did  not  Know  what  to  think  of  the  attacks  made  on  Ham, 
:after  the  Father  of  all  the  nations  had  granted  them  their  livee; 
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and  that  they  believed  the  cause  might  possibly  Be  the  repoirt 
that  had  circulated  that  the  Warriors  whami  they  had  ISeoit  to 
Montreal  were  mere  Slaves.  They  added  that  some  of  their 
chiefs  Were  ready  to  go  down  there  if  he  would  take  them. 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  this,  Monseigneur,  I  wrote  to 
the  Sieur  Marin  to  ask  him  what  his  reasom  Was  for  not  coming 
with  the  Scioux  who  had  asked  to  be  brought  here.  He  ire- 
plied,  under  date  of  August  8,  that  he  had  not  dared  to  Leave 
Them  for  fear  of  the  Attacks  which  they  might  make  on.  dif- 
ferent Nations. 

In  the  same  Letter  he  writes  me  that  the  Sieur  L'Ecuyer* 
had  just  arrived  from  la  Pointe,  and  had  reported  to  him  that 
the  Sauteux  had  attacked  the  Scioux  and  had  killed  a  great 
number  of  them,  and  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  Besults. 
This,  Monseigneur,  agrees  with  what  the  son'  of  the  late  Sieur 
De  la  Eonde  Wrote  to  me  from  that  Place  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month.  He  says  that  the  Sauteux,  to  the  NHimber  of  ten, 
have  gone  among  the  Scioux  this  fall  and  killed  eleven'  of  them, 
men,  women  and  Children,  although  he  did  his  best  with  the 
aid  of  the  Sieur  L'Ecuyer  to  Prevent  them  from  going  to  war 
With  this  Nation.  .  However,  nothing  could  restrain  them  and 
they  Had  set  out  this  spring,  130  in  number,  and  had  killed 
Seven  More  Scioux.  He  no  longer  Hoped  to  be  able  to  prevent 
them  from  going,  against  them. 

Otolinois,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  this  Nation,  who  Is  the  Father- 
in-law  of  Pendalouan,  camie  down  to  Montreal  this  Summer* 
After  speaking  to  him  of  the  affair  of  his  Son-in-law,  whomi  he 
blamed  severely,  I  told  him  that  I  had  learned  that  the  Sau- 
teux had  made  an  attack  On  the  Scioux,  and  that  he  ought  to 
Know  that  I  had  granted  them  their  lives,  and  that  this  would 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  coimtry.  I  gave  him  a  Collar  and  some 
presents  for  His  Nation  in  order  to  bar  their  path. 


iWe  are  unable  to  identify  this  person,  there  being  a  number  of 
Canadian  colonists  who  bore  that  name.  He  may  have  been  a  relative 
of  Marin,  who  in  the  Register  of  Fort  Duqueane,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  burial,  was  entitled  "Paul  Marin  EJcuyer." — "Ed, 
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The  Sieur  Couloii  de  Villieve  Wrote  me  from  SL  Joee]^ 
Biver,  July  D,  tLat  a  yncxy  uf  lUO  ineii,  Scioiix  aiid  Kenai-cis, 
gtiing  to  attack  the  Ilinois  of  Pimiteouy,  had  passed  through 
the  territory  of  the  Sakis,  and  that  the  latter  had  notified  them 
BO  they  might  be  on  their  guard.  He  said  he  had  just  reoeiTed 
Bt  that  Moment  a  letter  from-  that  Place  informing  him  that 
the  natural  son  of  the  Sieur  Gatineau  had  Been  cut  to  pieoes, 
half  a  league  fromi  the  fort,  and  that  a  Scioux  Canoe  had  been 
found  ne«r  him.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  Written  me  about  The 
Bune  matter. 

In  another  l^-tler,  dated  the  29tJi  of  die  same  month,  he  writes 
me  that  he  has  learned  from  the  Sakia  that  it  waa  Ouabacha, 
one  of  the  two  Scioitx  who  Had  been  at  llontreal  with  the  Sieur 
Marin,  that  had  conunitted  this  murder,  although  he  had  been 
overwhelme<l  with  favors, 

The  il issii-stigiies,  at  Ihe  end  of  l^ke  Ontario,  left  this  Spring 
to  gp  to  War  With  the  Scioux. 

The  Sakis  and  Renard  ohiefs,  Monseigneur,  spoke  to  the 
Sieur  ifarin  in  tlie  medeuce  of  the  Scioux.  ITiey  assured  him 
that  they  were  thinking  day  and  night  of  what  their  Father 
Ozioatio  had  aaid  to  tiieen ;  that  he  wiahed  ahsolutely  that  difiy 
^ould  go  and  rekindle  their  fire  at  la  Baye;  and  they  said 
that  they  had  not  failed  to  repeat  this  mesBage  to  their  jotmg 
men ;  that  I  liad  Spread  a  Mat  for  them  by  means  of  Collars  and 
preeents  iu  this  Plao^  where  they  shonld  live  at  pesoe  vitb  all 
the  Nations,  and  that  I  would  never  abandcm  them  as  long  u 
they  Listened  to  my  words. 

They  baid  they  tliorougbly  believed  all  that  I  had  told  tham 
but  that  one  par^  of  thenr  Warriors  and  of  their  old  men  Was 
very  much  Alarmed  by  the  words  of  the  Freneh  who  came  to 
Chikagon  [Chicago]  and  to  Meolaki  [Milwaukee],  who  had  ad- 
vised them  Secretly  not  to  abandon  "Block  Biver,  saying  diat 
if  they  returned  to  la  Baye,  some  misdiief  would  he  done  ihesn. 
They  thought  that  those  who  epoke  thus  had  their  own  inter- 
ests in  view  in  doing  ao,  but  they  could  never  pacify  their  yoimg 
men,  aa  long  as  these  Frenchmen  kept  conung  bo  near  to  Them 
with  Brandy.  They  begged  the  Sieur  Marin  to  inform  me  of 
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their  feeling  in  this  matter,  and  they  added  that  they  Were 
sure  they  could  induce  them  to  come  back  to  their  Former  vil* 
lage.  I  immediately  Wrote  to  the  Sieiir  Coulon  to  Prevent  any 
French  from  the  St  Joseph  Eiver  from  going  there  to  trade, 
and  I  have  forbidden  all  voyageurs  who  have  set  out  for  the 
Ilinois  to  carry  on  any  traiie  with  these  Nations,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  under  penalty  of  Being  declared  ooureurs  de  bois. 

The  Puants  came  do^vn  to  Montreal  this  summer.  They 
have  nearly  all  come  back  to  la  Baye.  Thoee  who  Were  not 
there,  were  to  come  and  join  the  rest  in  a  short  time. 

The  Sieur  Marin  wrote  me  on  Jime  18,  that  he  had,  on  April 
6,  stopped  a  party  of  Sakis  and  Benards,  who  were  going  to 
attack  a  Cabin  of  folle^-avoines,  that  Were  hunting  on  The  Ouis- 
konsin. 

He  wrote  that  he  had  learned  that  the  Ilinois  had  Been  wap> 
ring  with  the  Benards,  and  that  they  had  taken  five  Prisoners, 
whom  they  had  brought  back,  whidi  had  led  to  a  Peaoe,  though 
he  apprehended  it  would  not  prove  very  lasting. 

He  writes  me  on  August  8  and  10,  that  he  continued  to 
neglect  nothing  to  get  the  Sakis  and  Benards  back  to  the  place 
destined  for  them,  but  that  it  seems  impossible  to  bring  them  to 
a  decision  at  once,  as  they  still  fear  the  Place  because  of  what 
has  occurred  there.  He  says  he  had  been  obliged,  at  their  solid" 
tation,  to  go  to  Missiliinakinac  and  request  the  Gommandant 
to  Persuade  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux,  when  they  go  on  expe- 
ditions, not  to  pass  by  la  Baye,  for  fear  of  the  mistakeB  that 
occur  only  too  frequently  among  Them. 

And  he  says,  finally,  that  he  expects  these  two  Nations  to  come 
and  settle  again  at  la  Baye>,  if  the  French  do  not  go  to  pass  the 
winter  at  Chicagou  and  at  Meolaki.  He  says  he  will  Spare 
no  pains  in  Executing  my  orders,  and  will  act  so  as  .to  maintaio 
peace  among  all  the  Nations. 

You  do  me  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  writing  to  ask  me 
whether  he  has  the  necessary  Talents  for  this,  saying  that 
you  do  not  see  that  he  has  made  any  very  great  progress  thus 
far,  and  that  it  has  been  reported  to  you  that  he  does  a  great 
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doal  more  in  matterg  that  coiiootd  his  own  iotereBte,  in  regard 
to  which  you  order  me  to  be  on  the  look-out 

I  ^now.  Monaeigueur,  that  the  Sieur  Marin  has  Enemies  due 
to  Envy  and  jealousy,  as  usually  happens  in  this  Coimtry. 
On  my  arriral,  he  was  recommended  to  me  aa  a  good  Man,  who 
had  Been  among  the  savages  all  his  life.  I  have  seen  lettorB 
of  the  late  Monaieur  de  Vaudreuil,  in  which  he  stated  that  he 
always  commanded  respect  in  a  Post.  He  has  drawn  tie  Pu- 
ants  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Renards,  and  he  has  always  Been 
ready  to  Expose  His  life  for  the  good  of  the  Sorvioe.  Suoh  am 
the  motives,  Monseigneur,  which  have  Led  me  to  Employ  hinu 
This  has  not  PrevMited  me  from  Writing  to  himi  always  to  pre- 
fer the  service  to  every  other  interest,  and  I  have  shown  my 
Letter  to  Monsieur  de  La  Porte.' 

I  Had  The  Honor,  Uons^eigiit-nr,  of  rejxirling  to  you,  in  my 
letter  of  the  ITth  of  this  month,  in  regard  to  the  Chaouanoua 
and  hurouR  of  Detroit,  as  well  jis  what,  occurred  among  the 
Chicachas,  in  another  letter  of  the  15th.  You  will  recwTO  the 
Duplicate  by  the  vessel  of  the  Eine. 

The  Sieiir  de  Blainville  wrote  me  on  Jime  4th  that  Penda- 
louan  had  passed  the  winter  with  him  at  Maskigon,  where  he 
behaved  very  well.  He  returned  to  Missilimakinao  with  liini, 
and  appeared  disposed  by  his  ccmduct  to  obtain  pardon  for  the 
wrong  he  had  done. 

By  another  communication  of  July  29,  he  has  informed  me 
that  he  still  continues  to  do  marvellously. 

The  Sieur  de  Ccdoron  writes  me  on  August  16,  that  he  h«s 
Had  frequent  conversations  with  Pendalouan,  and  tiiat  die  la^ 
ter  is  very  repentant  for  His  fault  and  promises  to  have  Ko 
other  will  thwi  mine.  He  intends  to  com©  down  this  Spring 
with  the  Chiefs  of  His  Xation  to  obtain  hia  pardon. 

You  write  me^  Monseigneur,  that  the  Insoleoce  of  this  savage 
would  perhaps  not  have  Been  carried  so  far  if,  instead  of  giv- 

1  Apparently  this  w&»  Francois  de  la  Porte,  Sieur  de  Louvlgny,  born 
1SS5.  died  1746.  son  ot  Louis.  Sieur  de  Louvlguy,  former  commandant 
of  Maeklnac,  wbo  was  lost  In  a  sblpvreck  In  172G. — Bd. 
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ing  him  a  Second  medal,  I  Had  punished  him  as  he  deserved 
for  the  use  which  he  had  made  of  the  first.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  what  I  Had  the  honor  of  writing  you  in  a  oommuniosr 
tion  of  Oct.  3  of  last  year.  You  know,  Monseigneur,  that  the 
Savages  are  not  easy  to  restrain,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  treat 
them  with  a  great  deal  of  policy.  Besides,  If  he  had  not  Been 
drunk,  he  would  not  have  committed  such  a  folly. 

The  Sieur  Coulon  de  Villiers  Wrote  me  on.  September  20 
of  last  year,  and  on  March  26,  May  14,  and  July  9,  24,  and  29 
of  this  year. 

lie  writes  me  that  since  Spring  the  Poutouatamis  have  not 
ceased  to  go  against  the  Chicachas,  and  that  there  is  at  present 
a  ])arty  of  30  men  out 

.  By  his  second  letter,  I  learn  of  the  death  of  Kouatkougy, 
and  he  proposes  to  me  to  replace  him  by  the  son  of  Pilemont. 
The  latter  refused  to  accept  the  medal  of  the  former,  saying 
that  he  wished  to  earn  it  first. 

By  his, letter  of  July  9th,  I  learn  that  the  Kaokiaa,  Having 
gone  to  war  Against  the  Sakis,  captured  one  man  and  two 
women ;  that,  on  their  return  Home,  they  passed  through  lie 
V^illagfe  of  Pimiteony,  that  la  Babiche,  who  is  Chief  there,  held 
a  Council  in  which  it  was  decided  that  they  must  have  the  pria- 
oners,  that  the  Kaokias  granted  them  the  two  women,  and  that 
tJiey  kept  the  man  to  bum ;  seeing  which,  la  Babiche  gathered 
his  young  men  and  took  the  man  by  force.  Finally  the  Ilinois 
went  to  conduct  the  Sakis  to  their  Village.  He  adds  that  the 
savages  of  His  Post  have  taken  the  Road  to  Choueghen 
[Oswego],  to  see  what  reception  the  English  will  give  them. 
He  fears  that  they  may  get  into  the  habit  of  going  there  in  this 
way,  which  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Post 

In  his  letter  of  the  24th,  lie  writes  me  that  a  Sakis,  who  Had 
arrived  at  the  Eock  River  on  the  16th,  had  reported  that 
the  Illinois  of  Pimiteouy  Had  set  out,  to  the  number  of  60  nuen, 
to  go  and  attack  the  Soioux ;  that  the  Chief  of  the  band  with  10 
others  gave  up  the  idea,  that  the  fifty  others  changed  their  Plan, 
and  went  Against  the  Renarda  at  the  mouth  of  the  OuiskonBin; 
that  they  killed  four  women  and  wounded  one  man;  t£at  a 
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Courier  went  to  warn  the  Sakis,  whom  he  UM  that  they  had  beeo 
attacked  without  knowing  by  whom,  that  the  latter  immediately 
departed  in  great  numbers  and  surrounded  the  Hinoia,  who 
were  coming  down  the  MississipjMl  in  Canoes ;  that  when  they 
disembarked  they  killed  nine  on  the  spot^  and  took  five  prisoners* 
The  Ilinois  told  who  thejr  were  and  the  Sakis  in  surprise  said 
to  themi:  ^^My  brothers,  we  Are  soriy  for  what  has  hi^pened. 
If  you  Had  named  yoursdyeSy  we  would  not  have  attaclGed 
you.  We  believed  you  were  Missouris.''  Finally,  they  sent 
them  back  their  prisoners  with  Cbllars^  Esousing  themselyee 
For  their  mistaka  He  says  that  the  Trutih  of  this  haa  been 
corroborated  by  another  Savage  who  told  him  that  neariy  all 
the  Sakis  were  to  go  to  le  Bocher,  and  to  Send  to  PimitSouy 
to  parley,  and  to  say  to  the  Ilinois  that  they  had  no  Ata» 
in  the  afFair  whidi  Had  occurred,  and  that  they  wishei  to 
live  in  peace  with  them.  The  8ieur  Coulon  fears  that  this 
May  lead  to  open  War  between  the  two  Nations^  and  ha  pdda 
that  all  this  happened  since  the  departuie  of  the  Sieor  Marin. 

And,  in  his  last  letter,  he  informs  me  that  the  Poutouatamis 
and  Outaouaco  returned  from  the  CSiicachas  with  three  pris* 
oners  and  four  Scalps,  which  the  Peanguichias  had  given 
them  as  they  passed  Themi;  that  the  Poutouatamis  alone  had 
made  an  attack;  and  that  they  had  presented  two  Slavee  to 
the  Outaouaes. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very 
humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhabkois 

Quebec,  September  26,  1741. 
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1741:     RBMOVAL  OF  OTTAWA  OF  MACKINAC 

(Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  5,  1741. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  201.] 

MoNSEioNEUR — The  Sieur  de  Blainville  who  oommanded 
at  Missilimalvinac  in  the  abbeuce  of  the  Sieur  de  Celorou/ 
Wrote  me  on  tlie  28th  of  December  that  the  Savages  of  that 
Post  were  going  to  Settle  at  la  grande  Eivierey'  which  led 
him  to  decide  upon  following  them  and  paasing  the  winter 
with  Them,  with  the  view  of  bringing  them  back. 

On  the  4th  of  June  following,  he  wrote  me  that  they  Had 
all  returned  with  him,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  Had 
remained  at  the  grande  Traverse  to  inspect  the  Lands^  whi(di 
are  very  good  at  that  Place. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation  came  down. 
I  Explained  to  them  my  will  with  regard  to  the  idea  they  had 
of  Changing  their  Settlement  You  will  find  my  speech 
annexed  hiereto,  Monseigneur.* 

The  Sieur  de  Blainville  wrote  met,  on  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  that  the  Elders  who  Had  remained  at  the  grande 
l*raverse  had  found  the  Land  there  so  good  that  tthere  was 
reason  to  believe  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  them  return 
and  settle  at  the  Place  where  I  wish  them  to  establish  their 
village. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron  wrote  me  on  the  16th  of  August  that 
those  savages  seemed  very  Eager  to  Settle  on  that  land;  that 
he  foresees  he  will  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  to 
alter  their  resolution;  that,  however,  they  will  not  Undertake 
anything  without  speaking  to  me. 

He  Wrote  me  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  that  the  Sav- 


1  Pierre  Joseph  C61oron  was  the  elder  son  of  Jean  Baptiste  de 
C61oron,  sieur  de  Blainville.  The  Sieur  de  Blainville  mentioned  In 
this  document  was  a  younger  brother,  who  bore  the  father's  name  as 
well  as  title;  see  ante,  p.  207. — ^E2d. 

a  The  Ottawa  was  sometimes  called  Grand  River;  but  this  reference 
is  to  the  river  in  Michigan  which  still  bears  the  name. — ^Eo. 

8  See  ante,  pp.  351-353. 
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ages  in  Charge  of  the  presents,  Collars,  and  Flags  for  the 
change  in  the  situation  of  their  village,  BCad  arrived;  that  he 
had  at  once  assembled  lall  the  Chiefs  and  had  repeated  my 
speech  to  them;  that  they  had  Listened  with  great  attention, 
much  applause  and  many  thanks.  They  assured  him:  they 
would  have  no  other  will  than  mine;  that  they  fully  appreci- 
ated all  the  kindness  I  showed  Them ;  that  I  had  just  furnished 
them  Fresh  proof  of  it  by  the  kind  reception  I  had  giveii 
them;  that,  nevertheless,  they  could  decide  nothing  with  re- 
gard to  their  Settlement  before  the  following  spring,  reply- 
ing to  what  I  had  said  and  had  caused  to  be  said  to  them. 

He  added  that  what  pleased  them  most  was  the  assurance 
that  they  would  find  Brandy  at  Montreal,  and  that  they  proa»- 
ised  they  would  no  longer  go  to  the  English.  With  diat 
Object  he  will  spend  the  winter  with  Them-  and  will  not  leave 
them.  He  has  sent  the  Sieur  de  Blainville  to  Saguinan  for 
the  same  purpose. 

He  wrote  me  on  the  29th  that  he  had  just  had  a  long  OcuDh 
versation  with  Pendalouan  with  reference  to  the  Settlement; 
that  as  he  was  very  Anxious  to  be  restored  to  my  favor,  he 
was  Seeking  every  Means  to  that  end,  and,  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed, he  had  made  every  Effort  to  Induce  his  Nation  not  to 
abandon  their  villages;  they  were  to  go  and  inspect  the 
depths  of  their  clearings,  which  he  asserts  contain  very  good 
soil,  and,  if  this  be  true,  it  will  be  easier  for  them  to  decide 
to  remain. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron  informs  me  that  that  man  has  great 
influence  over  the  Minds  of  his  Nation,  although  he  no  longer 
s]>eaks  ill  tlio  Cniincils;  'Jlint  tliev  ilo  notliing  without  consult- 
ing him,  luid  say  thai  ^ince  he  lias  l)cen  Broken,  they  no  longer 
have  any  Sense;  that  tliey  ]n\>f)ose(l  to  a.-^k  me  to  restore  him 
when  they  come  to  Montreal,  an<l  had  nnjiiested  him  [Celoron} 
to  interest  himself  for  him  [Pendalouan]  with  me. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron  made  him  understand  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  Behaved  in  this  affair  w^ould  be  the  only  thing 
that  would  Induce  him  to  bear  favorable  testimony  as  to  his 

conduct 
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He  also  writes  that  if  the  savages  of  his  Poet  continue  in 
the  dispoBitions  in  which,  he  found  them,  none  will  go  to  the 
English,  and  that  the  Sauteux  are  of  the  same  mind. 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  Monseigneur,  that  the  Sieor  de 
Celoron  will  neglect  nothing  to  Carry  out  the  orders  I  have 
given  him^  as  that  OflScer  Is  very  zealous  for  the  seryioe,  and 
very  disintereeted. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

BSAUHA^OIS 
Quebec,  October  5,  1741. 


1741:     REMOVAL  OF  DETROIT  HURON 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  8,  1741. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  208.] 

Monseigneur — Since  the  Letter  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing you  on  the  30th)  September  last^  I  have  spoken  to  the  three 
huron  Chiefs,  who  told  me  Nothing  but  that  they  Were  greatly 
obliged  to  me  for  my  kindness  in  wishing  to  place  themi  near 
me,  as  they  Were  not  in  safety  at  Detroit;  that  before  decid- 
ing as  to  their  fate,  they  were  waiting  for  The  arrival  of 
their  people,  who  Had  all  gone  on  the  war-path  against  the 
Chicachas;  that  on  their  return  they  would  at  once  hold  a 
C!ouncil,  send  me  Couriers  to  inform  me  of  the  Eeeult,  and 
Choose  the  Lands  that  Suited  them-;  that  They  Were  sent 
with  that  Object.  It  is  to  be  feared,  Monseigneur,  that  that 
Nation  will  not  come  down,  but  will  Be  dissuaded  by  people 
whose  sole  Becommendation  lies  in  interested  motives,  re- 
gardless of  the  consequences  that  may  result.  Should  this 
affair  fail,  you  can  see,  Monseigneur,  that  it  will  not  be 
through  my  fault.  And  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to 
secure  its  success.  I  append  several  Letters  Written  to  me 
on  the  subject  by  my  nephew  from  Detroit  and  the  Oouncil 
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that  was  Held  there.  Should  anything  else  ocnne  to  my  knoiwl- 
edge  previous  to  the  departuiie  of  the  last  shipe^  I  shall  hafa 
The  honor  of  communicating  the  same  to  you. 

I  remain  ^nth  very  profound  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

BxA.17HABirOIB 

Quebec,  October  8,  1741. 


1741:     CHEVALIER  DE   BEAUHARNOIS'S  NEGOTIATIONS  WITH 

THE  DETROIT  HURON 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  124.] 

Extract  from  a  Letter  Written  by  Father  de  la  Bichardie 
to  Father  de  Jawnay^  who  Was  at  the  River  louachetanon,* 
dated  Detroit,  in  the  month  of  December,  17^1, 

Reverend  Father — It  would  have  afforded  nue  miioL 
pleasure  to  execute  the  conunJssion  wiiich  you  entrusted  to 
me  for  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois,  had  he  been 
here,  but,  after  a  soiuicwhat  useless  sojourn  oT  About  a  month 
in  this  part  of  the  countr\%  he  decided  to  go  to  SandoskS^ 
as  ho  had  been  unable  to  Induce  the  hurons  to  come  here  to 
Listen  to  the  messa.o;e  of  Monsieur  his  uncle.  I  could  not 
avoid  inahinc)  that  journey  tuith  him,  although  I  have  reason 
to  he  convinced  that  I  gave  him  no  pleasure,* 

1  Pierre  du  Jaunay  was  born  at  Vannes  in  1704,  entered  the  Jesuit 
order  In  1723,  came  to  Canada  in  1734.  The  following  year  he  is 
mentioned  as  returning  to  Montreal  from  Mackinac  with  Father  Saint 
P6.  and  in  1756  he  was  superior  of  the  Ottawa  mission.  When  the 
Indians  of  Mackinac  attacked  the  English  garrison  there  In  1763»  Du 
Jaunay  opened  his  house  as  an  asylum  for  them,  at  peril  of  his  own 
life.     He  died  at  Quebec  in  1780.— Ed. 

'Probably  a  variant  of  Oulatanon,  the  Indian  name  of  the  Wea 
tribe:  whence,  here,  the  name  of  the  river  (Wabash)  on  which  they 
dwelt.  Post  Oulatanon  (louachetanon)  was  near  the  present  city  of 
Lafayette,  Ind. — Ed. 

8 Copyist's  note:  "Thus  underlined  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the 
whole  document.*' 
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It  is  Extaraordinary  that  measures  so  little  Consistent  with 
authority  and  dignity  as  those  resorted  to  should  be  taken 
at  present  to  Kemove  the  fauiona  from  Detroit  The  oppor- 
tunity should  have  been  seized  the  moment  the  request  was 
made,  and  they  [the"  Hurons]  should  not  have  been  so  con- 
stantly refused  as  they  were,  only  to  be  invited  afterwards 
in  a  manner  Burdensome  to  the  French  nation,  without  its 
being  possible  to  obtain  anything  from  Them. 

The  success  of  his  mission  will  be  confined  to  Taking  with 
him  three  elders  who  will  not  say  a  word,  and  whom;  he  has 
had  great  difficulty  in  persuading. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  Monsieur  the  CSievalier  wished  to 
Take  that  Mission  from  us  that  it  might  devolve  upon  his 
friend  Monsieur  Piquet,*  who  has  already  had  some  clear- 
ing done  and  some  Cabins  erected  to  receive  themi;  but^  what- 
ever may  happen,  the  hurons  will  never  wish  to  have  any  otlier 
Missionaries  than  us. 

The  Reverend  Father  Superior,  in  Concert  witli  Monsieur 
the  general,  had  told  me  to  E«tiiblish  them  on  grosse  Isle, 
where  they  would  have  been  better  than  Anywhere  else.  I 
cannot  account  for  the  Change.  I  shall  await  patiently  the 
orders  he  may  Send  me  in  connection  with  the  matter. 


iFrangois  Picquet  was  born  in  Burgundy,  1708.  He  entered  the 
Sulplcian  order  at  Paris  and  was  ordained  and  sent  to  Canada  in  1734. 
He  spent  five  years  at  Montreal  and  ten  more  at  the  Sulpician  mission 
of  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains.  He  then  founded  the  mission  and 
settlennent  of  La  Presentation  near  the  present  city  of  Ogdensburg, 
New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  alliance  of  the  Iroquois. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  four  hundred  Iroquois  had  settled  there,  and 
the  number  increased  to  three  thousand.  In  1760  Picquet  returned  to 
France  rather  than  accept  English  allegiance. — ^Ed. 
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1742:     OTTAWA  AT  MONTREAL 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  77,  fols.  158,  153»  160, 

155.] 

Speech  of  ike  Ouiaotiacs  of  Misstlimalcinac,  of  the  hand  of 
la  fovrche,  Sinagos  and  Kishahons  to  Monsieur  the  MarquU 
de  Beauhamois,  Oovemor-Oeneral  of  New  France,  June  16, 

My  Father,  we  come  to  Aank  you  for  all  tfael  kindncfli 
you  have  shown  us  in  having  sent  Manmeur  de  OeloiOQ  to 
Govern  us.  It  was  not  without  necessity,  because  we  had  no 
more  Sense  and  were  scattered. 

My  Father,  Monsieur  de  Celoron  haa  gathered  U8  all 
together  at  one  of  the  three  places  you  had  indicated.  We 
chose  Tarbre  Croche  (the  Crooked  tree),  where  we  found  llie 
land  good  and  advantageous.  He  kindled  our  fire  for  « 
there  and  we  at  once  began  to  make  clearings.  That  fiiiB  WiH 
never  die  out;  we  shall  all  haVe  the)  pleasure  )of  warnuxig 
ourselves  there  in  peace  and  tranquility  with  our  wives  and 
our  Children,  And  of  seeing  the  Sparks  fly  up  to  the  Sky. 

My  Father,  we  likewise  thank  you  for  the  great  Flag  yoo 
^ave  us  in  addition  to  the  fire,  to  be  planted  in  our  new  vil- 
lage. The  Nations  that  pass  our  way  will  easily  see  l£at 
our  Father  has  distinguished  our  village  by  that  Flag. 

My  Father,  we  again  thank  you  for  the  mat  you  caused  to 
be  Spread  for  us  by  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  that  we  might  eit 
on  it  near  that  fire;  we  shall  take  care  to  live  there  quietly, 
and  they  wlu>  come  after  us  will  never  leave  it. 

My  Father,  for  fifteen  years  one  Amiot,  *  married  to  a 
Sakise,  has  been  Settled  at  Missiliiiiakinac  working  at  his 
trade  of  armorer  and  blacksmith  with  the  Jesuit  Fathen^ 
who  keep  back  from  him  one  half  the  proceeds  of  his  lalKxr; 
this  makes  it  impossible  for  him  to  provide  for  the  subeislh 


1  Joseph  Jean  Baptlste  Amyot-Vlncelot,  son  of  Charles  Joseph  A.-V., 
seigneur  of  Cape  St.  Ignace,  was  born  In  1697;  his  marriage  took  place 
in  1719.— Ed. 
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ence  of  his  wife  and  eight  Children,  whom  we  have  to  sup- 
port, as  they  come  to  our  Cabins  every  day  for  food.  He 
wanted  to  leave  the  Post  and  go  to  the  Ilinois;  we  Urged 
him  to  remain,  telling  him  that  you  would  be  good  eiODUg^ 
to  free  him  from  his  work.  We  trust,  My  Father,  that  you 
will  not  refuse  this  request. 

My  Father,  you  gave  us  much  pleasure  in  sending  na 
Monsieur  de  Celeron.  We  have  been  told  that  you  are  tak- 
ing him  from  us.  He  will  be  regretted  by  all  the  village; 
he  has  been  very  kind  to  us.  You  give  ua  Monsieur  de 
Vercheree  in  his  place.  As  he  knows  us,  we  Hope  he  will 
show  us  the  same  kindness.  We  will  do  everything  in  our 
power  to  make  him  satisfied  with  us. 


Speech  of  ^  the  Ouiaouacs  of  Saguinan  to  Monneur  (H0 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Oovemor  general  of  New  franee, 
June  18, 17  4£. 

My  Father — ^Monsieur  de  Blainville  came  on  your  behalf 
to  our  village  last  spring,  to  bring  us  your  meeeage. 

My  Father,  he  barred  the  road  to  the  English  to  us  by  a 
Collar  and  by  presents,  telling  us  that  it  Was  your  *will,  and 
he  invited  us  to  oome  here  and  Listen  to  you. 

My  Father,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  to 
oome  do\^^l  as  soon  as  I  saw  it  was  your  will,  although  I  Had 
never  been  in  your  village.  I  braved  all  the  rapids  and  tba 
dangers  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you;  we  thought  we 
should  perish  in  the  3*apids  where  onei  of  our  Oanoea  vrsM 
broken;  we  Hope  you  will  have  another  supplied  us  for  oar 
return. 

My  Father,  I  have  told  you  that  I  had  never  come  down 
here.  I  Listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Chief  you  Sent  to  us. 
I  come  to  Hear  yours  and  to  assure  you  in  the  name  of  all 
our  village  that  we  will  never  do  anything  but  your  will.  I 
do  not  think,  My  father,  that  you  will  Hear  of  any  of  us 
going  to  the  English,  since  that  is  your  intention. 
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My  father,  we  deserve  pity;  when  we  break  <mr  gana  and 
our  axes  we  are  obliged  to  throw  them  away  beoauae  we  have 
nobody  to  mend  them.  Therefore  we  beg  you  to  give  us  a 
blacksmith  for  our  village. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Govenwr- 
Oeneral  of  New  France,  to  the  speech  of  the  Ouiaouae9  of  Mi^ 
silimahinac,  of  the  hand  of  la  fourclie,  Sinagos,  and  Kishakons, 
Jtme  28.  1H2. 

My  Children,  I  aim  dielighted  that  you  should  feel  your 
obligation  to  me  for  having  Sent  Monsieur  de  CJelopoii  to  yoa 
to  restore  your  Senses. 

My  Childi-en,  I  am  greatly  satisfied  at  your  having  Listesied 
to  the  message  I  Sent  you  by  Monaieur  de  Celoion,  and  at 
your  having  Est.ablished  your  village  at  I'arbre^Oroche,  where 
you  have  found  good  land.  By  theee  Branches  of  Poroelaiii 
I  replenish  the  fire  I  have  kindled  at  that  Spot^  ao  that  it 
may  never  Die  out^  and,  to  give  you  fresh  evidence  of  my 
affection  and  of  the  care  I  take  of  you,  I  have  given  orden 
to  Monsieur  de  Vercheres  to  Send  the  officer  second  in  command, 
with  all  the  French  who  may  be  at  Missilimakinao,  to  bum 
all  the  Trees  you  cut  down  last  Spring,  so  that  you  may  be 
in  Position  next  year  to  seed  your  lands  properly. 

My  Children,  the  mark  of  distinction  I  gave  your  village 
must  be  a  further  Inducement  to  you  never  to  leave  it,  aaid 
to  remain  quietly  and  peacefully  on  the  mat  I  have  had  Spread 
for  you.  I  urge  you,  as  well  as  your  wives,  CJhildren,  and 
thoee  who  ^vill  come  after  you,  to  benefit  by  the  advantage 
you  have  in  possessing  so  good  an  Establishment,  and,  for 
my  part,  I  am  pleased  at  having  placed  my  Children  in  a 
Place  where  they  will  no  longer  be  Exposed  to  hunger.  May 
your  Hearts  be  as  white  as  the  great  Elag  I  have  caused  to 
1)0  hoisted  in  your  village.  I  will  always  keep  my  eyes  on 
it.  Do  not  Stray  Far  away  from  it  I  will  continue  to  give 
you  fresh  tokens  of  my  affection. 
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My  Children,  I  have  carefully  Considered  the  pepresenta- 
tions  you  have  made  to  me  with  reference  to  one  Amdot^  a 
blacksmith.  I  have  entered  into  his  trouble  and  into  yours. 
I  have  consequently  given'  my  orders  to  Monsieur  de  Vepcfiepee. 
You  will  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  I 
have  made. 

My  Children,  I  am  delighted  with  your  gratitude  towttrde 
Monsieur  de  Celoron  for  the  kindness  he  has  Showni  yon. 
He  had  asked  me  to  be  allowed  to  come  down  on  bis  priyate 
affairs;  I  could  not  refuse  him.  You  will  find  that  Monsieur 
de  Vercheres  will  show  you  the  same  attention  when  yoa 
Listen  to  his  words,  which  are  mine. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  de  Celoron  has  informed  me  that 
several  of  your  War  Chiefs  had  planned  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Scioux.  By  these  branches  of  Porcelain  I  stay  your 
Tomahawk  imtil  I  have  received  news  from*  la  Baye  and  have 
made  my  intentions  known  to  you  through  Monsieur  de  Ver- 
cheres. 

My  Children,  complaints  have  reached  me  from  the  Prendi 
who  are  Settled  at  Missilimakinae,  that  your  young  men  and 
the  Sauteux  do  them  considerable  damage  by  stealing  from 
their  gardens  and  their  fields,  and  by  killing  and^  wounding 
their  animals.  You  must  put  a  stop  to  this  c&order  by 
speaking  to  your  young  men.  I  charge  you  to  say  as  much 
to  the  Sauteux  on  my  behalf.  You  must  know  that  when  my 
French  do  you  an  injury,  I  make  them  repair  it  at  Once. 

By  Presents 

Here,  My  Children,  are  proofs  of  my  affection  and  of  my 
satisfaction  with  you.  Smoke  calmly  on  your  mats;  l>rink 
peacefully  of  my  Milk  like  true  brothers. 

I  charge  you.  My  Children,  to  carry  this  present  to  Agoa« 
heme,  whom  I  esteem,  and  to  give  it  to  him  fromi  me.  By  this 
same  present  I  ask  him  to  remain  in  peace  on  the  mat  I  have 
Spread  for  you  in  your  new  village. 
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Reply  of  Monsieur  Ihe  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Govemor- 
general  of  New  france,  to  the  Speech  of  the  Outaouace  of  Sagrd- 
nan.Jvne  S4,  174S. 

My  Children,  I  am  delighted  at  your  having  Listened  atten- 
tively to  the  message  I  Sent  you  in  yoair  village  by  Monsieur  de 
Blainville. 

My  Children,  he  fulfilled  my  intentions  when  he  barred  ihe 
road  to  the  Enplish  to  you,  because  I  am  very  glad  tha.t  my 
Children  of  Sagtiinan  should  have  but  one  heart  with  mina 

You  have  given  me  pleasure,  My  Children,  by  coming  to  aea 
me  and  Listen  to  my  word.  What  I  have  to  aay  to  yon  is  tliat 
I  ask  you  to  go  no  more  to  the  English,  and  to  persuade  ytmr 
young  men  to  come  here  for  what  you  need,  and  to  drink  (suok) 
niv  milk,  since  it  iileasef*  yon.  Yon  know  that  a  Fatlier  is  al- 
ways pleased  to  see  his  Children  near  him,  and  that  his  hands 
are  ever  open  to  give  them  fresh  tokens  of  his  afifection. 

My  Children,  I  thank  you  for  having  braved  all  dtmgers  to 
come  and  see  me.  I  tliank  the  master  of  life  for  having  pre- 
served you  amid  those  you  have  encountered.  I  will  replace 
your  Canoe  tliat  was  broken. 

My  CSiildren,  as  you  Had  never  oome  down  here,  I  have  been 
vei7  happy  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  He  asBura&M 
you  give  me  on  bcdialf  of  all  your  village  that  you  will  nevBr 
do  anything  but  my  will,  was  what  I  expected  from  Ghildnn  H 
BuhmiBsive  as  you  Are;  but  I  wished  to  learn  it  from:  yoor- 
selves,  and,  as  I  am  convinced  that  you  speak  to  me  with  a  sio- 
cere  heart,  I  open  mine  to  you  to  tell  you  that  I  will  always 
hold  you  by  the  hand,  and  will  never  abandon  you. 

My  Children,  I  have  pity  on  you ;  I  give  you  <he  blacksmitfa 
you  ask ;  he  is  the  eldest  son  of  Amiot  of  Kissilimakiiiac.  I 
have  given  orders  to  MJ>nsieur  de  Vereheree  to  hand  him  ov« 
to  you  as  you  pass,  so  that  you  may  Take  him  with  you  to  yovx 
village.  ' 

To  thee,  Acbaouabem€,  in  consequence  of  the  good  report! 
that  have  been  made  to  me  regarding  thy  condncl;  and  Ay 
bravery,  I  give  this  Mark  of  distinction,  which  the  King 
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grants  only  to  his  Children  whom  he  holds  m  greatest  ooneidera- 
tion.  May  this  Induce  thee  to  continue  to  deTOte  thy  attenition 
to  aflFairs  titiat  ane  right,  and  to  have  my  counsel  Carried  out  by 
thy  young  menw 

I  learned,  My  Children,  from  Monsieur  de  Celoroni,  that  you 
intended  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  Soioux.  He  also  told  me  that 
last  spring  he  had  stopped  the  band  oonsisting  of  the  sans  of 
the  Corbeau  (Baven).  By  these  branches  of  porcelain,  I 
stay  your  Tomahawk  until  I  have  received  news  from  la  Baye, 
and  until  I  have  made  my  intentions  known  to  you  threu^ 
Monsieur  de  Vercheres. 

My  Children,  receive  proofs  of  my  affection:  and  of  my 
satisfaction.  Smoke  calmly  on  your  mats;  drink  peacefully 
of  my  milk  like  true  brothers.     iThat  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you. 


1742:     BBAUHARNOIS  AND  THREE  HURON  CHIEFS 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  (Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gfin.,  vol.  77,  c.  11,  fol.  166."] 

Speech  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamots,  Oovemor 
General  of  New  france,  to  three  hwrogn  Chiefs  of  Detroit  who 
ccime  down  from  thai  Place  last  a^utumn  ivith  Monsietar  le  Chev- 
alier de  Beauhamois,  June  28,  17J^2. 

My  Children,  I  know  that  for  a  long  timift  you  have  been 
heartily  Tired  of  being  here,  and  that  you  would  lite  to  be  back 
in  your  village.  I  would  have  sent  you  back  on  my  arrival,  had 
I  not  expected  replies  to  the  letters  I  Wrote  to  Father  de  La 
Btichardie  last  autumn,  which  I  have  not  yet  received,  and  had 
T  not  thought  that  your  elders  would  oome  down  to  speak  to 
me  and  open  their  hearts  to  me  like  true  Children.  That  is 
what  I  expected  of  them,  and  what  they  could  not  avoid  doing 
without  being  ungrateful  for  my  kindness. 

I  see,  my  Children,  the  reason  that  lias  Piisvented  Sastar- 
etsy  from  coming  down.     I  seem  to  Hear  him  say  witli  his 
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council:  "For  what  object  shall  we  go  down  tliere  to  o«r 
Father?  Shall  we  go  to  justify  ourselves?  We  cannot,  after 
fill  the  3t4T)s  we  have  taken  to  Iiwliice  him  to  remove  ua  from 
a  Plaee  where  wo  were  in  continual  alarm,  and  where  we  had 
evervthing  to  fear  for  our  wives  and  Children. 

"To  Induce  our  Fatlier  to  liolH  out,  hi«  hajid  and  be  favorable 
to  us,  what  have  we  left  untried  to  move  hia  goodness  ? 

"Four  years  npo  w^e  Sent  him  a  messHge  to  infonn  him  of  the 
aituation  in  ^ich  we  were  placed  b;v  the  multitude  of  our 
Enemies.  What  did  our  Father  do'*  He  Sent  us  presents  to 
cover  the  dead,  to  console  the  afflicted,  and  to  stay  the  toan»- 
hawk  of  the  young  men  whose  hearts  might  be  turned  to  efril, 
and  he  Urged  us  to  remain  at  Detroit  after  the  affair  imputed 
to  our  nephewB  should  be  Completely  settled, 

"We  abandoned  our  clearings  and  spent  the  winter  at  San- 
doskg  because  we  could  not  calm  the  Minda  of  our  wives  and 
Children. 

"Orotony  Sent  branches  of  Porcelain  to  our  Father  oai  be- 
half of  the  whole  villag:e;  by  these  he  asked  permission  to  go 
and  Settle  neai"  him,  as  he  could  no  longer  live  in  peace  at  Ite- 
troit. 

"We  Sent  two  CoUara  to  our  Father.  By  the  first  we  aakgd. 
him  to  grant  ua  a  tract  of  land  near  him,  so  l^t  our  wivee  amd 
Children  might  be  in  safety,  and  we  told  hinv  l^  that  OoUar 
that  if  he  ^owed  us  not  that  kindnees  we  wonld  go  and  die 
in  s<Hne  Distant  Spot. 

"By  the  second  we  begged  him  to  give  ua  an  officer  to  go 
down  with  us  to  protect  ua  from'  attack. 

"We  said  that  if  the  people  of  the  Lake  and  of  the  Sault  had 
ComipftflBion  on  our  wives  and  CSiildren^  they  would  oome  and 
comfort  us  on  our  mats  and  kindle  a  freah  fire  for  us  in  a  Spot 
where  tiey  would  consider  us  in  Safety. 

"We  repreeeiJted  to  our  Father  that  during  the  time  we  were 
at  Missilimakinao  we  received  an  emibassy  fromi  our  brodien 
of  the  Lake  and  of  the  Sault,  whereby  they  invited  us  to  go 
n,par  them  saying  to  us:    'Come,  my  brothers,  you  are  in  the 
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midst  of  a  multitude  of  nations  tliat  love  you  not  and  of  whose 
customs  you  are  ignorant.' 

"We  also  represented  to  our  Father  that  the  late  Monsieur 
de  Vaudreuil  Exhorted  us  at  that  time  to  leave  as  soon  as  fOB- 
sible  Nations  that  hated  us,  and  that  he  said  to  us:  ^oome  near 
me;  you  will  find  here  a  safe  refuge,  a  Father,   a  Protector/ 

"We  replied  to  him  that  we  would  some  day  follow  the  advice 
he  had  just  given  us,  and  would  seize  the  first  pretext  that 
might  arise  to  go  near  him. 

^We  said  that  our  wives  and  Childreni  were  so  frightened  that 
they  could  live  in  safety  nowhere  except  near  our  Father ;  that 
the  whole  village  were  of  that  opinion ;  that  we  spoke  on  thair 
behalf,  and  that  our  resolution  was  taken. 

"By  a  Narrow  Collar  we  asked  our  Father  not  to  refuse  our 
request,  and  to  draw  us  to  him ;  and  said  we  Hoped  he  would 
have  compassion  on  our  condition. 

"By  another  message  we  said  that  our  resolution  to  draw  near 
our  Father  was  taken  for  ever,  and  that  nothing  could  make  ub 
Alter  it,  because  the  huron  knew  not  what  it  was  to  break  his 
word  nor  to  have  a  second  thought  succeed  a  first  one  £e  Ead 
deemjed  reasonable;  and  that  all  our  reflections  had  been  made 
before  our  measures  were  taken. 

"Our  Father  took  pity  on  us  and  granted  all  our  requests. 
We  had  our  thanks  conveyed  to  him;,  and  we  begged  Monsieur 
de  Noyan  to  follow  us  and  come  and  live  with  us  on  the  track 
of  land  our  Father  had  granted  us. 

"To  give  us  fresh  proofs  of  singular  kindness,  our  Fatiier 
Sent  us  his  nephew  last  spring  with  Collars  and  presents  to  ful* 
fil  the  promise  he  had  given  us;  he  asked  the  people  of  the  Lake 
and  of  the  Sault — whom  we  ourselves  had  often  asked — to  fol- 
low him. 

"That  is  what  Our  Father  has  done  for  us.  Have  we  re- 
sponded to  his  attentions  otherwise  than  with  ingratitude  t" 

Hurons,  that  is  what  I  imagine  Sastaretsy  is  saying  with 
the  whole  of  your  villaga 

My  Children,  I  have  just  remembered  that  your  elders 
left  the  deciding  of  all  these  matters  with  the  young  men,  and 
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that  all  had  detennined  to  settle  on  la  groaae  ide.  I  eut 
not  undeofstuid  ^whence  theoB  misaiidentiiiduigi  ama  K 
ycmr  Chiefs  were  xuyt  maatera  to  decide  the  fate  of  their  Til- 
lage, they  should  not  have  spoken  in  its  namn^  nor  Ludoeel 
to  do  what  I  have  done  for  yon* 

Apparentl J,  my  Ohildren^  all  those  enl  affaiza  that  ha:f« 
earred  are  Buried  and  all  is  foigiotten  on  holii  aideai  If 
be  the  case,  I  shall  he  delighted  to  see  you  Utb  qineflj  and 
peacefully  in  the  place  you  shall  choose.  But^  for  ni;y  part^  I 
<sannot  put  you  anywhere^  ae  I  have  no  infonnatioii  ngaidiog 
the  decisioD  tahen  by  your  Nation. 

My  Children,  I  have  pity  on  yon.  I  give  yoa  irtittBiPtlli 
to  take  you  back  to  your  village.  You  may  start  lAea  joa  lika 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you. 


1742:     OTHER  WESTERN  INDIANS  AT  MONTRBAI. 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  dee  Colonies,  Paris;  press  marlc, 't^an- 
ada.  Corresp.  gto.,  vol.  77,  c  11,  fols.  181-285.'*] 

Speeches  of  the  Ouyatanons,  Petikohias,  Kikapoux,  and  Mas* 
koutina  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bewuhamois,  Oavemor- 
Oenerai  of  New  f ranee,  July  8, 1 H2. 

The  Ouyatanons 

We  are  rejoiced  at  Our  Father  being  pleased  to  smoke  our 
Calumet. 

My  Father,  this  is  the  message  of  a  Chief  who  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  his  journey  on  account  of  illness,  and  "who  WBB 
bringing  you  the  hearts  of  all  the  young  men. 

My  Father,  we  weep,  we  are  broken-Hearted  because  the 
Chicachas  killed  us  last  Spring.  We  beg  you  to  have  pity  on 
us ;  wo  Are  quite  naked. 

Mv  Father,  we  have  followed  the  road  you  traceSi  out  for  na. 
We  Again  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  us,  and  always  to  look  favor- 
ably upon  that  road. 
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My  Father,  the  Hearts  of  all  the  yaimg  men  have  heea 
brought  to  yoiL  Here  is  mine  which  I  also  bring  to  yotu  The 
message  of  the  young  men  is  the  Calumet  that  fills  hearts  with 
gladness. 

My  Father,  as  we  cannot  swim  and  Are  not  familiar  with 
Canoes,  we  beg  you  to  give  us  somiebody  to  convey  us. 

My  Father,  we  cease  not  to  weep  for  the  death  of  Monsieur 
de  Vincennes,  and  we  are  continually  on  the  warpath  against 
the  Chieaehas  to  avenge  it.^ 

My  Father,  our  young  men  Hope  you  will  be  good  enou^  to 
Send  them  some  of  your  Milk.* 
My  Father,  goods  are  sold  us  at  very  high  prices.  We  there- 
fore beg  that  the  Poet  of  the  Ouyatanons  be  under  the  system  of 
Licenses  like  Detroit,  so  that  Everybody  may  go  and  trade 
there.' 

My  Father,  we  love  Monsieur  de  Noyelles;  he  is  Familiar 
with  our  usages  and  is  accustomed  to  our  Ways.  We  beg  you 
to  ^ve  him  to  us. 

The  Petikohias^ 

My  Father,  as  I  have  never  appeared  in  Councils,  I  beg  you 
to  Excuse  me  if  any  Thing  Escapee  me  in  my  discourse. 

My  Father,  what  the  other  band  has  said  to  you  is  the  same 
Thing:  that  I  wish  to  say  to  you. 

I  am  of  the  same  Mind  as  my  Father  who  has  already  come 
here  t\vice.  I  follow  the  footsteps  of  my  ancestors  and  my 
Heart  is  the  same. 

My  Father,  all  that  I  have  said  is  said  in  all  sincerity.  I 
know  that  you  have  but  one  word. 


1  For  the  capture  and  death  of  Vincennes  at  the  hands  of  the  Chicka- 
saw, see  ante,  p.  259,  note  1. — ^E2d. 

^French  '*milk,"  in  Indian  parlance,  signified  brandy  or  other  alco- 
holic liquors. — Ed, 

8  On  the  Ouiatanon  post,  and  licenses  therefor,  see  manuscript  of 
1731,  ante,  pp.  131-134.— Ed. 

*A  Ouiatanon  (Wea)  tribe;  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  p.  376.— Eo. 
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My  Father,  all  our  young  men  are  quiet  in  our  village^ 
They  Hope  you  will  have  pity  on  Them. 

There  was  an  evil  nation,  that  of  the  Eenards.  We  waged 
war  on  them  and  drove  therai  Away  because  we  knew  they  would 
not  do  your  will. 

My  Father,  our  sole  occupation  will  be  to  avenge  the  blows 
struck  by  the  Chicachas  upon  your  French  and  upon  Monsiear 
de  Vincennes. 

My  Father,  this  Calumet  is  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  akj 
clear  and  dissipating  the  clouds. 

The  Kikapoux 

My  Father,  I  think  you  will  have  pity  on  us  because  we  have 
never  Deviated  from  the  Path  you  traced  out  for  us. 

My  Father,  I  think  your  Heart  will  have  pity  on  me.  It  is 
contained  in  this  Paper.^ 

My  Father,  we  have  widened  the  Eoad  you  laid  out  for  mb, 
ini  order  to  follow  the  traces  more  easily. 

My  Father,  I  have  a  Desire  to  leave  the  Guyatanons  and 
Settle  in  the  meadow  of  the  Maskoutins.^ 

Mv  Father,  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  come  back  here  because 
I  am  very  old. 

My  Father,  we  ask  you  for  a  Chief,  a  blacksmith,  and 
Frenchmen  to  bring  us  what  we  need. 

The  Maskoutins — in  two  bands 

My  Father,  you  have  always  had  pity  on  us;  we  think  youi 
will  continue  to  show  us  the  same  kindness. 


iNote  on  margin  of  original  MS.:  "It  Is  a  commission  of  great  Chief 
of  a  village." 

iThis  Is  apparently  a  well-known  landmark;  see  N,  Y,  Colon,  Docs,^ 
Ix,  p.  1097,  and  x,  p.  20,  where  it  appears  to  be  identified  incorrectly. 
The  editor  thereof  is  inclined  to  think  it  was  at  or  near  the  site  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.;  but  the  evidence  is  inconclusive.  See  Carr,  "The 
Mascoutlns,"  in  Amer.  Antiq.  Soc.  Report,  April,  1900,  for  an  account  of 
the  wanderings  and  relationships  of  this  tribe. — Ed. 
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My  Father,  we  have  followed  the  road  you  traced'  out  for  ua. 
We  have  no  news  to  tell  you.  We  oome  to  lasten  to  your  word. 
We  Hope  you  will  have  pity  on  U8. 

The  other  band 

My  Father,  when  we  saw  that  the  Oiiefs  had  decided  to  come 
and  see  you,  we  followed  them.  We  Hope  you  will  have  pity 
on  us  as  on  your  other  Children. 

My  Father,  we  have  come  to  see  you  and  to  Listen  to  your 
words.     We  Hope  you  will  have  pity  on  us. 

We  Hope,  my  Father,  that  you  will  Send  us  away  soon  lest 
the  inclement  season  overtake  us  on  our  journey. 

My  Father,  aa  we  know  not  the  Eoad,  we  Hope  you  will  give 
us  Frenchmen  to  lead  us  above  the  Bapids. 

My  Father,  we  ask  your  permission  to  go  by  the  South  of  the 
Lake  to  shorten  our  road. 

Mayamba  in  the  private  Room 

My  Father,  the  Puants  camie  to  mie  in  my  village  last  Sum- 
mer to  seek  a  refuge  and  to  form  but  one  Body  Witih  ua, 
because  they  could  no  longer  live  with  the  Benards,  who  attacked 
them  continually.  I  gave  them  my  word  that  they  had  only  to 
come  to  me,  and  we  would  Settle  Together  in  the  Meadow  of 
the  Maskoutins,  where  we  think  the  Chaouanons  [Shawnee] 
will  also  come  and  Settle  with  us,  as  they  have  promdaed  us  to 
do  so. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beavhamois,  OoverMr- 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  speeches  of  the  Ouyaianons,  PeH' 
kokias,  Kikapoux,  and  Maskoutins,  July  IS,  17 4£. 

To  the  Ouyatanons 

My  Children,  I  have  smoked  your  Calumet  with  much 
pleasure,  to  show  you  how  I  love  you  all. 

My  Children,  I  am  sorry  that  the  Chief  who  waa  bringing 
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nie  the  Hearto  of  die  young  men  ahoiald  lunre  heen,  oompelletf 
by  Illness  to  disoontiniie  his  journey.  I  liATa  leeaived  Ue 
meesage  with  joy,  and  I  chai^  yon  to  bear  him  nana  Too 
may  say  on  my  behalf  to  all  the  yoong  wea,  that  ao  long  as  thej 
listen  to  my  words,  I  will  always  indnde  them  in  the  numhitf 
of  m|y  true  Children* 

My  Children,  I  am  greatly  afflicted  by  the  loss  yoa  hapte 
experienced  through  the  death  of  your  Warrion  who  were  IdDeA 
by  the  Chicadias.  Here  is  a  leaf  I  throw  on  their  Bodies^  and 
a  Drink  of  Milk  to  wige  away  your  Teaxa. 

My  Children,  you  have  given  me  pleasure  hy  foDimiag  Ait 
Bead  I  have  traced  oat  for  you.  It  will  always  be  dear^  and 
you  will  never  find  any  Amhnsh  in  it 

My  Childnen,  I  have  already  told  you  that  I  reoeivdl;  wttti 
plesrare  the  Hlsarta  of  all  your  yoong  meob  I  reeeiva  joam 
and  your  Calumet  with  Equal  satisfaction. 

My  Oiildren,  I  know  that  you  Are  not  aoonstomsd  to  Oi^ 
noes.    I  will  tEeiefore  give  you  Frenchman  to  Oonvey  youii 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  you  do  rightly  in  weeping  for  the  deaili  of 
Monsieur  de  Vincennee.  I  had  given  himi  to  you  beoauae  I 
knew  he  loved  you  and  you  loved  him  greatly.  By  this  Oolr 
lar,  I  ask  you  to  continue  to  avenge  his  death. 

My  Children,  here  is  some  of  my  Milk  for  your  young  men; 
they  will  see  that  I  have  Listened  to  their  request. 

My  Children,  you  are  aware  that  it  ooets  a  great  deal  to 
convey  Goods  to  your  villages,  and  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able difference  between  your  road  and  that  of  Detroit;  Nev- 
ertheless, I  take  your  request  into  Consideration,  There  will 
be  several  traders,  and  you  will  be  Masters  to  seek  a  cheap 

market 

My  Children,  I  will  have  an  answer  given  to  your  request 
for  Monsieur  Denoyelle.  I  must  first  know  how  your  villages 
are  to  he  arranged. 
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To  the  Petikokias 

My  son,  although  thou  hast  never  appeared  in  Coundls,  1 
til  ink  nothing  evil  will  come  from  thee. 

My  son,  I  am  delighted  that  thou  hast  the  same  heart  and 
the  same  sentiments  as  thy  brothers,  and  that  thou  foUowest 
the  traces  of  thy  Father  and  of  thy  ancestors. 

My  son,  I  know  thy  Heart  is  sincere;  thou  are  right  in  say- 
ing I  have  only  one  word. 

My  son,  I  am  delighted  that  thy  young  men  are  quiet  in 
your  village ;  thou  seest  that  I  have  pity  on  them. 

My  son,  I  know  what  thou  hast  done  with  Begard  to  tibe 
Nation  whereof  thoi^  hast  spoken  to  me.^  It  has  acknoiw- 
led^^ed  its  error  and  I  have  forgiven  it. 

It  is  right,  my  son,  Uiat  thou  shouldst  continue  to  avenge  the 
Blows  struck  by  the  Chicaohas  upon  the  French  and  upon  Mon- 
sieur de  Vincennes.  I  ask  thee  to  join  thyself  to  the  Collar  I 
have  just  given  for  all  your  Nation. 

My  son,  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  thou  wishest  to  have  tEe 
sky  Clear.     I  will  always  strive  to  have  it  so. 

2'o  the  Kikapoux 

My  son,  I  know  that  thou  hast  never  Deviated  from  tHe 
road  I  traced  out  for  thee.  To  give  thee  proofs  of  my  satis- 
faction, I  change  thy  medal;  and  I  give  thee  thine  for  tky 
son,  that  he  may  be  recognized  as  a  Chief  through  that  mark 
of  distinction. 

My  son,  I  know  that  I  have  given  thee  my  Heart  and  that 
thou  bearest  it  continually  with  thee. 

My  Children,  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  widened  the  road 
I  traced  out  for  you. 

My  son,  I  leave  thee  at  liberty  to  Settle  in  the  meadow  of 
the  Maskoutins. 

My  son,  I  Hope  the  master  of  life  will  preserve  thee  lo(ng 
enough  to  allow  of  my  having  the  pleasui^  of  seeing  thee  here 
again. 


1  Note  on  original  MS.:    "The  Renards.** 
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My  Children,  as  soon  as  I  see  your  fire  well  lighted,  I  will 
Send  you  a  Chief,  a  blacksmith,  and  Frenohmen  to  take  yon 
what  you  need. 

To  the  Mashoutins 

My  Children,  you  are  right  in  thinking  that  I  shall  have 
pity  on  you,  and  that  I  shall  always  continue  to  show  yaa  the 
same  kindness. 

My  Children,  I  rejoice  at  your  having  taken  the  road  I 
traced  out  for  you,  and  at  your  having  come  to  Listen  to  my 
word.  You  did  right  in  following  the  Chiefs  who  decided 
to  come  and  see  me. 

I  have  always  included  you  in  the  number  of  my  true  CSiil- 
dren.     You  see  that  I  treat  you  all  Equally. 

My  Children,  you  will  be  Free  to  leave  whenever  you  like. 
I  will  give  Frenchmen  to  you,  as  to  the  others,  to  take  you  back. 

To  the  three  Nations 

My  Children,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  consent;  to  give  you 
the  permission  you  ask,  to  pass  by  the  South  side  of  the  Lake 
to  shorten  your  Road.  I  have  traced  out  one  by  which  you 
have  come;  you  said  you  would  not  Deviate  from  it  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  you  have  not  two  words. 

My  Children,  tlie  season  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  not  to  give 
you  time  enough  to  return  to  your  homes.  This  will  not 
lengthen  your  road  more  than  Uvo  or  three  days.  The  French- 
men I  give  you  will  soon  enable  you  to  make  up  that  time. 
Moreover,  if  the  bark  is  ready,  I  will  give  orders  to  Embark 
YOU  on  it  to  cross  tho  I^ke.  If  not,  the  French  will  take  you 
to  Niagara. 

My  Children,  I  take  this  precaution  lest  you  should  mix  my 
Milk  with  that  of  the  English  by  passing  by  Choueghen,  and 
lest  some  accident  befall  you.  You  know  that  people  are  killed 
at  that  Place  every  year  through  drink.  As  you  Have  ooone  to 
see  me  i)eacefully,  I  shall  be  much  pleased  to  have  you  go  back 
in  the  same  manner. 

* 
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To  the  Kikapaux  and  Maskoutina 

My  Children,  here  is  a  Cbllar  that  I  give  you  to  aak  you,  as 
I  have  asked  your  brothers  the  Ouyatanons  and  Petikokiaai 
to  oontinue  to  strike  the  Ghicachas. 

That  is  all  1  have  to  say  to  you. 


Speeches  of  the  Outaouacs  of  Detroit  in  two  hands,  to  Ifon- 
9%ewr  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Oovemar^eneral  of  New 
France,  Jvly  IJ^,  17 J^. 

Kinousakia^ 

My  father,  I  have  not  been  here  for  four  years  axudi  you  say 
to  us :  my  Children,  I  expect  nothing  from  you  but  your  open 
Hearts. 

My  Father,  you  also  say  to  us,  3%  Children,  let  no  evil  aflFairs 
ever  happen  in  the  Place  where  you  are,  and,  saying  tiiis,  yoa 
give  us  a  medal. 

My  Father,  while  returning  home,  we  heard  bad  news  at 
Niagara.  We  Were  greatly  Embarassed  as  to  what  we  should 
do. 

My  Father,  while  we  were  at  Niagara,  the  Commandant  told 
us  he  had  received  a  I>etter  from  Monsieur  de  Noyelle  who  waa 
our  Father  at  Detroit,  and  told  us  to  travel  at  nigjht  and  make 
haste. 

My  Father,  when  we  arrived  at  Detroit,  we  heard  all  the 
bad  news ;  we  wished  not  to  Listen  to  it,  because  we  wefb  return- 
ing from  our  Father's. 


1  Klnousakls  (Quinousak)  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  French  tiU  hia 
death  (1752).  Between  him  and  M^kinac  there  was  some  rivalry,  and 
similar  presents  were  conferred  (1747)  on  hoth,  lest  the  lukewarm 
M^kinac  might  create  disorder.  Kinousakis  went  (1748)  on  hehalf  of  the 
French  to  the  Miami  River,  hoping  to  lead  hack  the  disaffected  Huron 
under  Nicolas,  but  found  they  had  gone  on  to  White  River.  When  he 
died,  Longueuil  wrote:  "We  lose  a  chief  who  was,  apparently,  much 
attached  to  the  French." — ^Bd. 
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Mj  Father,  oar  young  men  are  not  at  oar  Tillaga;  Umbj  §n 
all  on  the  wai^patfa.  Tlioae  who  remained  haja  ooma  dawn  to 
see  yoa,  and  they  greet  joa  by  this  present 

By  four  Branches  of  Porcelain 

My  Father,  I  Clear  your  sig^t  so  that  yoa  may  more  easily  see 
the  Warriors  who  are  hera    I  have  bronj^t  with  m»  Ihon  wiio 

had  most  Sense. 

By  a  CoUar 

My  Father,  when  we  came  here  yoa  said  to  as:  My  CShildien, 
I  do  not  want  yoar  Furs  nor  yoar  presents;  I  ask  bat  yoor 
Hearts.  We  bring  them  to  you  as  well  as  our  bodies.  Do  what 
you  will  with  us;  we  are  ready  to  obey  you. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Fa&er,  it  is  the  eustomi  of  all  the  Oiief  s  to  advise  us  not 
to  go  to  the  IkigliaL  Monsieur  de  Noyan,  who  is  at  Detmt^ 
told  us^  (m  your  behalf,  not  to  go  there  any  more.  My  Falheri 
I  have  Encouraged  my  young  men  to  obey  your  will,  saying  to 
them  J  I  have  never  Been  there  and  I  have  not  died  of  it  I 
think,  My  Father,  they  will  Listen  to  your  message.  I  ask  for 
them  the  same  token  you  have  given  the  others. 

My  Father,  I  have  oomo  to  see  you.  As  I  am  an  aged  mnn, 
I  expect  it  will  be  the  last  time.  I  appear  before  you  with 
empty  hands^  because  I  am  no  longer  Capable  of  anything  and 
I  came  here  solely  to  obey  the  Commandant. 

By  two  Calumets 

My  Father,  what  I  have  just  said  to  you  is  without  design. 
I  have  experienced  difficulty  in  reaching  here^  because  my 
Canoe  is  ^vorthless.  I  Hope  you  will  give  me  another  for  the 
homeward  journey. 

My  Father,  I  said  to  the  Commandant  that  so  long  as  I  lived, 
nothing  evil  would  happen  at  Detroit,  because  my  Father^s 
heart  and  mine  Were  the  same.     Something  might  occur  after 

my  death. 
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Mekinac^ 

My  Father,  this  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  comie  to  yon; 
they  who  have  the  medal  have  already  been  here ;  we  beg  you  td 
give  us  others. 

My  Father,  here  we  are  with  you ;  it  is  Chicatalien  who  has 
come  to  take  your  hand  with  these  three  other  Chiefs. 

My  Father,  you  alone  have  strength,  we  know  fhat  you  are 
the  master  of  the  whole  country,  and  of  all  the  villages.  There- 
fore, My  Father,  we  b^  you  to  take  all  the  young  men  by  the 
hand,  that  they  may  be  peaceful  and  quiet. 

My  Father,  we  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  us,  you  who  have  all 
the  strength  in  your  hand,  and  to  take  care  of  theed  Chiefs  who 
are  here,  and  of  the  women  and  Children  who  have  come  to 
greet  you. 

By  a  CoUar 

My  Father,  I  beg  you  to  be  always  pleased  to  Listen  to  your 
Children,  and  that  the  fires  of  Detroit  may  be  peaceful. 

My  Father,  I  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  ua  and  to  miake  U8  tell 
the  truth.  We  have  come  to  Listen  to  your  word,  and  we  will 
never  pay  any  heed  to  the  discourses  nor  to  the  evil  birds  that 
may  fly  about  in  our  villages. 

My  Father,  in  smoking  this  Calumet  we  smoke  three. 

My  Father,  here  are  two  young  men  whom  I  bring  to  you  in 
order  that  you  may  know  them.    One  of  them  is  my  eon. 

My  Father,  behold  Chicatalien  presents  his  son  to  you,  as 
I  present  mine. 

My  Father,  when  we  shall  fall  down,  we  think  that^  seeing 
these  two  young  men  and  knowing  them,  you  will  at  once  raise 
us. 


iM^kinac  (Mikinak,  Mikinac,  Miqulnac)  as  early  as  1695  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  an  attack  upon  the  IroquolB,  which  broke  for  a  time  the 
peace  made  with  the  tribes  of  the  upper  country  by  that  nation  on  be- 
half of  the  English.  Later  (1747),  his  loyalty  to  the  French  weakened, 
as  did  that  of  all  the  Ottawa  tribes  except  Kinousakis's. — ^Bd. 
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ByaOcSar 

My  Fatliar,  joa  will  perhapB  not  find  wy  spoeeh  good  beeuiso 
I  lutve  no  Senaa 

M J  Fatiiery  the  iMson  vrhj  I  said  to  you  that  I  had  no  Saon 
18  beoanse  we  amnued  ounelyes  drinking  and  KogtaoMtt  has 
lost  his  medal.  He  dared  not  present  himself  before  yoa  wilb 
emptjr  hands. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marqtde  de  BeavhamotB,  Oavemor^ 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  Speeches  of  the  Outaouaee  of  Pe- 
iroU,  July  SI,  lllfi. 

f 

My  Children,  you  must  have  no  doubt  legaTding  the  plearan 
I  have  felt  in  seeing  yon  arrive  here  in  good  health. 

My  Children,  I  know  that  it  is  four  years  sinoe  yoa  mxom  10 
see  me;  the  time  has  seemed  long  and  I  have  been  Londy.  I 
tell  you  once  more  that  I  expect  nothing  from  you  bat  your 
hearts. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  repeat  what  I  have  said  to  you: 
that  I  wish  no  evil  affairs  to  happen  in  the  Places  where  my 
true  Children  are. 

My  Children,  I  have  learned  all  the  bad  news  you  heard  on 
your  arrival  at  iN'iagara,  and  the  Embarassment  in  which  you 
found  yourselves.  I  know  also  that  you  asked  the  Conmvand- 
ant  for  guns  to  defend  yourselves  in  case  of  attack,  and  that  he 
replied  to  you  that  Monsieur  de  Noyelle  had  restored  all  things 
to  order,  and  that  you  did  not  need  them,  * 

My  Children,  you  were  right  in  not  Listening  to  the  bad  news 
that  was  told  you  on  your  arrival  at  Detroit.  You  must  rememr 
ber  that  the  hurons  cleared  themselves  of  the  charge  before  you. 
Always  think,  My  Children,  that  you  are  returning  from  nqr 
house,  because  you  Are  present  to  me  at  all  times,  and  you  must 
not  move  in  any  matter,  without  first  learning  what  I  think. 

My  Children,  it  is  right  that  all  your  yoimg  men  should  have 
gone  on  the  war-path  against  our  Common  Enemies,  and  that 
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those  who  remain  shoud  have  oome  down  to  see  me.  I  willingly 
accept  their  present :  I  gladly  give  them  tokens  of  my  affection. 

By  four  branches  of  Porcelain 

My  Children,  you  have  given  me  real  pleasure  by  Clearing 
my  sight.  I  had'  long  desired  to  see  these  brave  Warriors  who 
are  here  before  me.  I  know  they  have  Sense,  and  therefore  I 
afik  themi  to  strive  solely  for  good,  Listening  to  their  Chiefs. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  shall  never  be  weary  of  repeating  that  I  have 
no  need  of  your  Furs  or  presents.  I  ask  only  for  true  Hearta 
Yours  seenn  sincere  judging  by  your  words.  I  have  never 
doubted  them  nor  your  assertion  that  you  will  always  be  ready 
to  do  my  will.  , 

By  a  Collar 

Thou,  Kinousakis,  hast  told  me  thou  hast  never  traded  with 
the  English,  and  that  thou  hast  not  died  of  it  The  Command- 
ants have  reported  thy  conduct  to  me,  and  I  have  Been  so  satis- 
fied with  it,  that  I  cannot  refuse  thy  requeet  to  grant  medals  to 
those  whom  thou  suggestest  to  me. 

My  son,  I  know  that  thou  art  an  aged  man,  but  I  think  the 
master  of  life  will  ^preserve  thee  long  enough  to  allow  me  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  thee  Again.  Thou  must  know  that  I  will 
Listen  to  thee  when  thy  hands  are  empty  as  I  would  if  they 
were  full. 

My  son,  I  will  give  thee  the  Canoe  thou  hast  asked  of  me  to 
take  thee  home. 

My  son.  Monsieur  de  Noyan  has  Written  me  what  thou  haet 
said,  that  so  long  as  thou  livest  nothing  evil  will  ever  happen 
at  Detroit,  because  thy  heart  and  mine  Were  the  same.  I  aak 
thee  to  Exhort  tliy  successor  to  be  of  the  same  Mind^  so  that  the 
land  may  always  be  peaceful. 
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To  Mekinac 

My  son,  it  is  not  today  that  I  have  made  thy  aoquaintanoe 
and  first  seen  those  who  are  here  and  who  have  the  medaL  I 
will  ^ve  others  to  those  who  may  be  deserving  of  them:,  when  I 
receive  some  from  France. 

My  son,  CSucatalien,  I  have  taken  thy  hand  with  pleasure 
and  also  the  hands  of  the  three  Chiefs  with  thee. 

My  Ghildnen,  I  know  that  I  am  the  Master  of  the  whole 
Ck>nnti7y  and  of  all  the  villages  of  my  CSiildren  who  listen  to 
my  words  and  do  my  will.  Therefore  I  take  all  the  young  men 
by  the  hand,  and  order  them  to  live  in  peace  and  quietness. 

By  Presents 

My  Children,  it  Was  not  necessary  to  beg  me  to  have  pity  on 
you.  You  see  that  I  take  care  of  the  Chiefs,  the  women  and 
Children  who  have  come  to  see  me. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  so  long  as  you  do  my  will  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mandants whom  I  Send  to  announce  my  wishes  to  you,  I  shall 
always  be  disposed  to  Listen  favorably  to  you,  and  you  may 
warmi  yourselves  in  peace  at  the  fires  kindled  at  Detroit. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  make  you  toll  the  truth  when 
you  pay  no  heed  to  the  evil  birds  that  may  fly  about  in  your 
villa^.  You  must  Listen  to  nothing  but  what  I  shall  say  to 
you,  or  what  may  be  said  to  you  on  my  behalf. 

My  son,  I  know  while  smoking  this  Calumet  that  it  contains 
three.  Thou  hast  given  me  pleasure  by  bringing  me  thy  two 
young  men  that  I  may  know  them.  As  soon  as  I  saw  them,  I 
loved  them,  and  I  will  remember  them.  I  recommend  thee  to 
instill  naught  but  good  principles  into  tlieir  minds.  Chicatalien 
has  given  me  the  same  pleasure  by  presenting  his  son  to  me. 
If  you  fall,  I  will  cause  you  to  be  lifted  up  by  these  two  young 
men. 
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By  a  Collar 

My  son,  I  shall  ever  find  good  all  that  may  come  from  thee, 
because  I  know  that  thine  is  a  right  Mind.  It  is  a  pity  that 
Koutaouon  should  have  lost  his  medal.  I  replace  it  for  him; 
let  him  be  careful  to  keep  it  well ;  he  is  wrong  in  not  venturing 
to  pi^sent  himself  before  me  empty-handed,  because  I  am  satis- 
fied when  I  Listen  to  my  Children. 

My  Children,  all  the  Chiefs  promised  Monsieur  De  Noyau, 
as  he  Wrote  mei,  not  to  go  to  Choueghen.  any  more.  I  have 
learned  that  they  have  Sent  their  wives  there.  They  must 
know  that  this  is  the  same  as  if  they  had  gone  there  themselveB| 
and  that  thisi  is  against  my  will. 


Speech  of  the  PoutotiatcmUs  of  River  8i.  Joseph,  to  Motir 
sieur  the  Marquis  de  BeauhamoiSj  Oovemor-^eneral  of  New 
frwnce,  July  16,  17^e. 

My  Father,  we  are  delighted  to  hear  that  the  King,  our 
Great  Father,  has  raised  you  to  higher  dignities.  He  knew  he 
was  giving  you  only  that  to  which  you  were  entitled,  and  that 
he  was  rewarding  your  services. 

My  Father,  we  have  beeni  Induced  to  come  down  on  account 
of  the  evil  things  whereof  we  were  told  we  were  accused.  We 
have  oome  to  clear  ourselves.  It  is  Pilemou,*  Tehichaakane, 
Mekisslin,  and  Oquiyaouy  who  speak  to  you. 

My  Father,  llie  Children  of  Monsieur  Marin  have  accused  us 
of  having  killed  thirty  Frenchmen  in  the  Binois  country.  W6 
beg  you  not  to  believe  a  word  of  it.  Our  band,  Consisting  of 
ten  men,  came  upon  a  Negro  who  Had  escaped ;  they  Took  him 
with  Them  on  the  war-path ;  he  was  taken  from  their  hands  by 
the  French. 

My  Father,  we  are  also  accused  of  having  killed  two  Frendi- 
men,  and  of  having  said  that  we  had  done  so  to  avenge  ourselves. 


iPil^mou  had  previously  visited  Montreal  (1721).    See  Wis.  Hist 
CtoUs,,  xvi,  p.  398.— Ed. 
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A  Frencbman  ti!d  us  ihis  on  our  way  down.  We  Also  beg  yoa 
not  to  believe  it 

My  Father,  T  have  come  without  design  to  bring  you  these 
tidings. 

My  father,  at  the  time  tJie  blow  was  struck  at  le  Corbeau  (the 
Raven),  w©  said  you  had  nothing  to  do  witK  it;  that  we  had  no 
Wish  to  revenge  ourselves;  that  our  Hearts  were  not  turned  to 
evil,  but,  on  the  contrary,-,  wo  wished  to  forget  everytHng. 

My  Father,  we  ask  you  for  Dehestre  as  blackamith,  and  that 
he  nuay  work  solely  for  himself,  because,  if  anybody  should 
receive  any  Remuneration  from  him,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
charge  us  more  for  his  work-  We  ask  this  favor  of  you  in  the 
name  of  all  the  Chiefs  and  of  the  whole  village. 

My  Fatlier,  when  last  we  came  here  you  said  to  us:  My 
Children,  come  and  see  me  next  year.  I  was  unalilr  u<  r.lirv 
you  because  I  went  on  the  war-path  against  the  Chioachas. 

My  Father,  the  people  in  our  village  tliink  you  will  make  na 
drink  some  of  your  Milk. 


Heply  of  Monsieur  ike  Marquis  de  Btauhomoie,  QovemOT' 
general  of  New  france,  to  the  speech  of  the  Poutovaiamis,  of 
Siver  6i.  Joseph,  July  Sg,  X74!S. 

My  Oilldren,  it  has  given  me  mudi  plea8ur»  to  see  jon.  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  the  compliniunt  you  pa.y  me  regarding 
the  new  dienity  wherewith  the  King  has  honored  me. 

My  Qiildren,  you  mugt  never  Listen  to  bad  news.  I  ha.Te 
long  known  Pileemou,  Tchiehaakane,  Mekissilini,  and  Oquiya- 
ouy. 

My  Children,  I  have  never  heard  that  you  were  accused, 
either  in  the  direction  of  la  Baye  or  in  any  other  place,  <^  hav- 
ing killed  Frenchmen.  Tou  are  Children  too  submassive  to 
your  Father,  to  be  guilty  of  such  evil  deeds.  You  savages  are 
to  be  pitied  because  you  believe  and  Listen  to  pverything  that 
ie  aaid  to  yon.  Do  you  not  know  that  if  you  had  been  accused 
of  such  a  thing  I  should  have  made  my  thoughts  known  to  you 
long  ago? 
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My  Children,  in  future  have  no  ears  to  Hear  evil  discourses; 
never  Listen  to  any  words  but  mine,  and  those  that  may  be  car- 
ried to  you  on  my  behalf. 

My  Children,  I  am  surprised  that  you  should  still  speak  of 
the  death  of  le  Corbeau  [the  Raven] .  You  must  be  aware  of 
all  I  have  done  to  have  that  unfortunate  affair  buried  deep 
down  in  the  earth.  You  renew  my  sorrow  because  I  loved  him 
greatly  and  he  was  attached  to  ma  I  think  your  hearts  are  not 
inclined  to  evil. 

My  Children,  I  grant  you  the  blacksmith  you  ask;  nobody 
shall  receive  any  remuneration  from  him;  I  do  not  think  any- 
body has.     I  will  order  him  to  work  for  you  at  cheap  rates. 

My  Children,  I  remember  well  that  when  last  you  came  to 
see  mo,  I  told  you  to  come  back  The  following  year.  I  know 
that  you  went  on  the  war-path  against  the  Chicachas,  and  this 
Prevented  your  doing  so.  You  will  give  me  pleasure  by  contin- 
uing and  I  will  reward  your  zeaL 

My  Children,  I  know  you  complained  to  Monsieur  Coulon,* 
because  I  had  Sent  you  no  presents,  and  that  I  had  Sent  some 
to  the  Ouyatanons,  Kikapouz,  and  Maskoutins.  I  am  very 
happy  to  tell  you  that  I  treat  all  my  Children  Alike  so  that  there 
may  be  no  jealousy  Between  them..  What  I  Sent  those  three 
iN'ations,  was  in  answer  to  several  messages  they  had  sent  me. 

You  must  know  that  I  never  Send  presents  to  the  Posts  lesl 
they  be  lost^  as  has  frequently  happened.  Moreover,  it  pleases 
me  that  my  Children  receive  them  from  my  hand. 

My  Children,  I  give  you  proofs  of  my  affection ;  I  Send  some 
of  my  Milk  to  your  village  with  presents,  and  wherewith  to 
smoke  peacefully  on  your  mats. 

My  Children,  I  am  sorry  to  Be  obliged  to  tell  you  that  you 
continue  to  go  and  get  bad  Milk  from  the  English,  which  spoils 
your  hearts  and  your  Minds,  and  Prevents  you  from  paying 
your  debts.  I  am  informed  that  they  give  you  bad  imipressions. 
Therefore,  my  Children,  I  shall  not  be  pleased  with  you  if  you 

1  Louis  Coulon  de  Villiers;  see  ante,  p.  128,  note  1. — "EId, 
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ixuitinue ,  because  you  can  oome  here  for  what  you  need  aa  well 
as  you  can  go  to  the  English,  and,  moreover,  I  am  your  Father, 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  am  told  Uiat  ever?  year  you  decide  to  move 
yonr  village/  I  know  you  are  well  placed  where  you  are;  my 
intention  is  that  yon  remain  tljere.  By  this  Collar  I  replenish 
your  fire,  and  take  away  all  the  bad  thoughts  that  may  be  in 
your  hearts. 

I  Send  to  Ouilamec,  Memidokay,  and  Ouasado  the  same 
thin^  I  give  you.  Tell  them  from  mo  that  I  urge  them 
always  to  strive  to  do  what  ia  rif^t 

Pileraou  and  Tliichaakane,  I  give  you  each  a  Medal,  and  a 
gorget  to  Okeyaouisse  (Oquiyaouy).  On  account  of  tho  dia- 
tinction  conferred  iipon  you,  I  think  this  mark  of  honor  will 
Induce  you  to  strive  more  and  more  to  do  what  is  right,  to 
Listen  to  my  words,  and  to  do  my  will. 


Speeches  of  the  Scionx,  Sakis,  lienards,  Pvants,  Sauieux  of 
la  poinie  de  Chagouamigon,  and  foiled  avoines,  to  Monneur  ihe 
Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Oovernor-general  of  New  fnmee,  on 
the  18th,  Uth  and  S5th  of  July.  me. 

The  Scioux 

My  Father,  we  the  people  of  the  other  Side  of  the  half  of  Uu 
earth,  are  very  happy  to  appear  before  you  today.  We  cotne  to 
ask  your  grace. 

My  Father,  we  heard  throughout  the  earth  that  you  do  good 
to  all  your  Children,  We  said :  "why  ^ould  we  not  go  like 
the  others  and  present  our  Calumet;  perhaps  our  Father  will 
have  pity  on  us." 

My  Father,  we  heard  that  the  Sakis  aad  Kenards  had  in  their 
village  a  Chief  called  Monsieur  Marin.  We  said :  "Aey  axe 
fortunate;  we  must  go  and  see  him  that  he  may  smoke  our  oala- 
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met  with  uSy  and  we  must  Induce  the  Sakis  and  Benards  ta 
interoede  for  us,  that  he  may  receive  us." 

My  Father,  as  soon  as  Monsieur  Marin  had  smoked  our  091" 
umet^  we  Sent  with  hinn  two  of  our  young  meni  Ouabadia  and 
Sintez,  to  beg  you  for  life. 

My  Father,  when  our  young  men  returned  to  our  village,  they 
said  to  us:  "You  other  Chiefs,  My  Father  asks  for  you;  he 
wishes  to  see  you." 

My  Father,  we  begged  Monsieur  Marin  last  winter  to  bring 
UP  to  you  to  ask  for  life.  We  are  indebted  to  him  for  having 
been  able  to  come  down  to  see  our  Father. 

My  Father,  we  have  had  no  other  will  than  that  of  Monsieur 
Marin,  and  yet  last  spring  more  than  160  of  our  men  were 
killed,  without  counting  the  women  and  CJhildren.  We  have 
not  moved  to  revenge  ourselves  for  that  Blow,  because  he,  on 
your  behalf,  forbade  our  doing  sa  We  have  oome  to  complain 
of  it  to  you. 

My  father,  I  will  not  repeat  all  the  Blows  struck  at  us  by  the 
Outaouacs,  Sauteux,  and  other  Nations,  because  we  think  Mon- 
sieu  Marin  has  reported  them  to  you. 

The  same  on  the  2Jflh  of  the  said  month 

My  Father,  I  feared  to  be  badly  received  when  I  entered 
your  house,  but  I  found  you  had  Ihe  kindness  to  receive  me  like 
the  others. 

My  Father,  we  would  not  have  ventured  to  ask  any  favor  of 
you,  had  we  not  found  two  of  our  Children,  who  began  to  cry 
when  they  saw  us.  As  we  oome  from  so  far,  we  Hope,  My 
Father,  that  you  will  not  refuse  us,  and  that  we  may  Take  them 
with  us. 

My  Father,  I  should  be  proud  if  you  would  have  the  kindness 
to  give  us  our  two  Children,  who  wept  when  they  saw  us. 

My  Father,  though  I  am  a  Chief,  the  young  men  do  not 
always  obey  my  will ;  wherefore  I  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  me. 

My  Father,  this  Leads  me  to  ask  you  to  grant  us  an  officer  in 
our  villages,  to  give  us  Sense. 
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Sakia  and  Renards — By  a  Collar 

Mt  Father,  when  I  firet  came  to  beg  yoii  for  my  life,  yoo 
granted  it  to  me.  and  I  have  always  lived  from  that  time. 

My  Father,  when  I  came  here  I  asked  you  many  important 
things.  We  aaked  you  for  a  Chief  to  guide  ub,  and  you  granted 
us  one. 

My  Father,  you  gave  ua  Monsieur  Marin;  we  thank  you  for 
it;  Wo  are  plea.<ied  with  hiroi;  he  takes  good  cJire  of  our  wire* 
and  Children,  and  of  all  our  villages. 

My  Father,  wheO'  you  gave  us  Monaieor  Marin,  you  said  to 
ub:  "I.isten  to  his  words,  they  are  mine."  He  said  to  us: 
"Move  your  villiige,  it  is  the  will  of  your  Father."  We  obeyed 
him. 

My  FKlher,  we  thank  you  for  having  given  us  that  Chief; 
throup;h  hini  yfv:  live  in  peace. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  we  have  Moved  our  fire;  we  are  a  day's  journey 
from  la  Baye,  our  former  village.  We  beg  you  to  liave  pity  on 
us  Mid  to  tliirik  no  evil  of  ua. 

My  Father,  all  the  French  Know  well  that  at  the  Place 
where  we  Were,  there  was  nnt  enough  to  live  on.'  Therefore 
we  camped  a  little  higher  up. 

My  Father,  Monaieur  Marin  said  to  as:  **You  Sakifl  and 
Renardfl,  do  not  go  to  war  against  the  Children  of  your  Father 
Onontio ;  remain  quiet  at  home." 

My  Father,  we  replied  to  him  that  we  wonld  narar  Go  to  var 
against  anybody;  if  we  are  attscked  we  will  defend  ourselves. 
And  shortly  afterward  the  Ilinois  killed  four  of  oar  womien. 

I  do  not  conceal  from  you,  My  Father,  that  when  I  was  killed 
I  pursued  them.     We  killed  ten  and  made  five  foiscoien. 


iTheae  were  the  villages  on  Little  Lake  Butte  dea  Morta,  &  widen- 
ing of  Fox  River  Just  below  Doty's  Island  In  Menaaha  township^ 
Winnebago  County.  See  Ortgnon's  atalement  of  location  of  Fox«a,  In 
Wi*.  Hial.  Colla.,  Ill,  p.  204;  also  Lawson,  "Outagamla  f 
In  Wis,  HiBt  Soc.  Proceedino;  1899.— En. 
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Mj  Faliher^  v^hen  we  had  struck  that  blow  we  recognized 
them  as  our  brothers^  and  as  Children  of  the  same  Father.  We 
said  to  them :  ^Hi^at  were  jou  thinking  of  when  you  came  to 
strike  us  ?  You  are  very  fortunate  in  being  Children  of  Ononr 
tio;  otherwise  we  should  bum  you."  And  we  sent  themi  home 
•out  of  consideration  for  you. 

My  Father,  when  wc  arrived  at  the  village  of  the  folles 
•avoineS)  we  were  surprised  to  see  the  heads  of  two  of  our  men 
euspended  in  the  air.  We  said :  *Tiow  can  it  be  that  we  are 
killed  by  our  true  brothers  ?" 

My  Father,  we  cannot  tell  you  all  that  may  have  happened 
since  we  left  our  village ;  we  have  heard  that  war  parties  were 
in  the  field  going  in  our  direction.  We  know  not  what  nation 
they  will  strike. 

My  Father^  as  we  have  had  no  hews  of  all  those  parties,  we 
know  not  what  has  happened ;  therefore  we  fear  for  ourselves 
on  our  way  back.  You  only,  My  Father,  who  have  arme  of 
iron,  can  protect  us. 

My  Father,  it  has  afforded  us  pleasure  to  see  our  allies  from 
the  other  villages  receive  marks  of  distinction.  We  beg  you, 
My  Father,  to  confer  similar  tokens  of  honor  on  us. 

The  same  on  the  24th  of  the  said  month 

My  Father,  I  feared  you  on  my  arrival  on  account  of  the 
blow  we  struck  the  Ilinois,  although  we  were  not  the  first  to  be- 
gin. 

My  Father,  this  is  the  second  time  I  have  come  to  see  you, 
and  you  have  always  received  us  well. 

My  Father,  I  have  asked  you  no  favor  since  I  have  been  here. 
I  expect  shortly  to  have  life  and  that  you  have  granted  it  to  ma 
Therefore,  My  Father,  we  beg  you  to  give  us  back  the  daughter 
of  Ouachalard^  who  was  a  great  Chief  with  us,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Patchipao,  a  Saki  chief. - 

1  Ouachala;  see  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  Index. — Ed. 

2  Apparently  the  hereditary  name  of  the  head  chief  of  the  Sauks. 
One  Pashepaho  held  that  office  in  the  time  of  the  Black  Hawk  War; 
see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  x,  154. — ^Bd. 
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ilLy  Fathei',  one  of  the  two  girl?  I  ask  for  is  a  Renard  and 
the  other  a  Sabi,  As  you  have  granted  us  our  lives,  I  do  not 
thiak  you  will  refuse  thera  to  us, 

My  Father,  althoufjh  v.'o  found  two  war-parties  going  in  our 
direction,  this  did  not  Prevent  our  coming  down  to  see  yoo. 
We  know  not  what  may  have  happened. 

My  Father,  those  Irwo  War  Parties  canae  us  apprelicnaion ; 
tfiey  will  perhaps  atta<^k  the  Scioux  or  us;  we  have  everything 
to  fear. 

My  Father,  on  account  of  all  these  unfortunate  affairs,  we 
heg  you  to  recomniejid  Monsieur  Marin  who  brou^t  us  here  to 
take  us  back  quietly  to  our  villages  and  to  urge  him  to  depart 
because  we  would  like  to  return  honte  promptly,  owing  to  those 
War  parties. 

The  Puanis 

My  Father,  you  told  ua  to  go  and  Settle  at  la  Baye;  one  half 
the  viliage  has  gone  there,  the  other  ia  at  KiviPre  a  la  Roche. 

My  Father,  yon  told  mio  to  obey  Monsieur  Marin;  I  have 
done  so.  I  am  on  the  warriors'  Koad.  I  cannot  Prevent  thsr 
passing;  all  I  can  do  is  to  stop  our  young  men.  ^one  hsre 
yet  gone  to  war. 

My  father,  I  am  uneasy;  I  am  Embarasaed  at  senng  Nft- 
tious  that  wish  to  disturb  the  land.  We  have  only  yon  to  sup- 
port us. 

The  Sauteux — By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  I  have  nothing  to  fay;  I  came  to  Listen  to  your 
words.  You  told  me  to  keep  quiet  and  to  not  disturb  the  land 
any  more;  I  have  done  so. 

My  Father,  last  autumn  Monsieur  Marin  Sent  a  Letter  to 
Monsieur  de  Laronde,  who  said  to  us:  "Qo  my  Children,  go 
to  him ;  he  asks  for  you  on  behalf  of  your  Father," 

My  Father,  you  see  all  your  Children  here;  I  have  gcme 
through  their  villages. 

My  Father,  as  I  am  not  master  of  my  body,  I  beg  you  to 
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have  pity  on  me,  and  to  Teaeh  me  to  live  properly;  tliat  is 
what  I  Want  to  do. 

My  Father,  I  will  not  tell  you  What  I  have  done,  because 
I  think  Monsieur  Marin  and  Monsieur  de  la  Blonde  have  re- 
ported it  to  you.  Here  is  the  Message  of  the  Scioux,  Sakis, 
and  Benards  with  whom*  I  have  made  Peaoe.^  I  bring  it  to 
you  that  you  may  keep  it,  because  it  would  much  better  be  in 
your  hands  than  in  mine. 

The  foUes-Avoines,  on  the  25th  of  the  said  month 

My  Father,  I  have  not  comje  here  without  design.  Mon- 
sieur Marin  said  to  me:  "man  a  Canoe  with  Chiefs,  go 
down  below  that  you  may  yourselves  tell  your  Father  of  the 
Blow  you  struck.*'  I  obeyed  and  came  down  as  you  see  us 
before  you. 

It  is  true,  My  Father,  that  we  did  wrong  in  striking  the 
Benards  our  brothers.  The  Chiefs  did  not  consent  to  it,  anj 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  A  young  Giddy-pate  committed 
the  deed  that  causes  us  so  much  Trouble  today. 

My  Father,  knowing  the  fault  I  have  oomonitted,  I  come  to 
deliver  my  body  into  your  hands. 

My  Father,  never  have  I  done  evil,  because  I  have  always 
followed  your  advice  and  done  your  will.  It  has  seemed  to 
me  that  the  French  only  were  my  allies. 

My  Father,  we  have  come  also  to  Listen  to  the  speeches  of 
the  Scioux,  Benards,  Sakis,  Puants,  and  Sauteux,  our  allies, 
your  Children,  who  have  come  down  here  to  ask  you  for  Peace 
and  quiet.  We  come  for  the  same  purpose,  and  have  no  doubt 
they  have  spoken  of  it  to  you. 

My  Father,  the  reason  why  you  see  so  many  of  us,  is  that 
I  have  brought  with  me  the  more  dangerous  of  the  young  War- 
riors, whom-  I  have  bound,  so  that,  if  the  Benards  Wish  to 
revenge  themselves,  they  may  do  so  miore  easily,  as  we  have 
left  women  only  in  our  village. 

My  Father,  I  know  not  what  to  do  to  give  an  opening  to 

iNote  on  original  MS.:     "it  is  a  collar." 
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nvj  Enemy,  that  he  may  revenge  himself  more  quietly.  We 
ocane  to  weep  near  yoo,  and  we  beg  you  to  settle  the  trouble 
we  are  now  in.     "Hiat  ia  all  we  have  to  aay  to  yon. 


Beply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  JieauJiamois,  Qovemor 
General  of  New  franee,  to  the  speeches  of  the  Sciovx,  Sakit, 
Renards,  Puanh.  Santeux  of  la  poluic  dc  Ckagouamigon,  and 
folles-avoinea,  July  S8,  174Z. 

To  the  Scioux 

My  Cliildren,  you  are  right  in  saying  that  you  are  forttiiiatB 
in  being  permitted  to  appear  today  before  roe,  in  being  granted 
tlie  favor  you  ask  of  me,  and  in  being  included  by  me  In  the 
num'ber  of  my  tnie  Children. 

My  Children,  you  have  Been  for  yourselves  that  what  the 
iriiole  earth  told  you  is  true.  Ton  have  seen  also  that  I  hav« 
•coepted  your  Calumet  and  have  smoked  it,  to  show  you  how 
1  wish  peace  and  quiet  to  reign  amongst  the  Nations  of  my 
Children.     You  must  have  perceiveii  that  I  have  pity  on  you. 

My  Children,  I  saw  the  tivo  young  men  you  Sent  me, 
Ouabacha  and  Sint&.  I  replied  to  their  speecliea.  Hey 
made  me,  indeed,  promisee  on  your  behalf,  which  tbey  lutra 
noti  kept,  because  the  same  Ouabacha  killed  one  of  n^  FrenA* 
men  in  the  Kiver  of  the  Ilinoia,  and  since  then  another  Frencb> 
man  has  been  killed  in  the  missiesipi  countiy,  and  one  htm 
been  captured,  whom  you  gave  the  Sakis  and  Benards  to  bs 
handed  over  to  Monsieur  Marin. 

My  Children,  you  would'  have  done  much  better  had  yoa 
C3iiefs  come  down  here  instead  of  Sending  young  men.  Pee- 
haps  those  evil  things  would  not  have  happened,  because  you 
would  have  paid  more  attention  to  my  words. 

My  Children,  you  did  rightly  in  coming  down  with  Mon- 
sieur Marin  to  beg  your  lives  of  me.  T  grant  them  to  you  oo 
oondition  that  no  evil  affair  shall  ever  happen.  I  think  ihtfi . 
h^  you  have  said  to  me  is  sincere,  and  oomes  fromi  the  botbnn 
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of  your  hearts.  You  must  not  forget  that  if  you  strike 
another  evil  blow  I  will  let  loose  all  my  Frenchmen  and  the 
Nations  that  ask  no  better  than  to  swoop  down  on  your  vil- 
lages, to  revenge  themselves  for  all  you  have  done  in  the  past. 

My  Children,  you  must  know  that  long  ago  I  Sent  an  officer 
with  Frenchmen,  to  the  Cristinaux,  Monsonis^  and  Assiniboils 
to  bear  my  message  to  them,  and  tell  Ihem  from  me  that  my 
intention  was  tliat  they  should  make  peace  with  you.*  Five 
years  ago  they  Sent  an  Envoy  from  those  three  Natdona 
who*  told  me  they  had  Sent  a  Collar,  a  Calumet  of  Peacsei,  and 
Black  Tobacco  to  your  villages^  and  two  years  had  elapsed 
without  their  getting  an  answer.  From  that  time  I  have  not 
ceased  to  give  orders  with  the  same  object,  and  I  will  give 
fresh  ones  to  conciliate  all  things.  Meanwhile  keep  quiet 
and  Listen  well  to  Monsieur  Marin  whom'  I  send  back  with 
you.  As  during  your  return  journey  you  may  meet  some  of 
your  people  coming  from-  those  Places,  be  not  uneasy  about 
them.  You  can  come  and  get  them  next  year,  and  I  will 
deliver  them  to  you.  This,  My  Children,  for  the  present^ 
is  what  I  can  do  for  you,  and  for  the  tranquillity  of  your 
village. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  Marin  has  told  me  of  all  the  blows 
that  have  been  struck  at  you,  by  the  various  l^ations  Around 
you.  I  have  given  Collars  to  the  Outaouacs  of  Missilimak- 
inao  and  Saguinan,  whom  you  met  on  the  way,  to  Prevent 
them  from  striking  you.  You  have  made  peace  with  the 
Sauteux  of  CSiagouaniigoiu  I  urge  you  to  do  as  much  with 
the  Puants,  to  forget  all  that  has  been  done  on  both  sides,  and, 
when  you  meet  while  hunting,  to  live  like  true  brothers,  as 
you  do  with  the  Sakis,  Kenards,  FoUes-Avoines,  and  Poutou- 
atamis  who  are  here  present. 


1  Doubtless  Beauharnols  here  refers  to  the  preparations  for  the  estab- 
llBliment  of  the  first  Sioux  post,  and  probably  to  the  exploring  and 
fur-trade  projecls  of  La  V6rendrye. — Ed. 
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Reply  to  Ihcir  speeches  of  the  S^th  of  Ihf  said  month 

My  heart  is  good ;  I  Always  re«?ive  my  Clifldren  with  pleas- 
Bro  when  I  see  that  they  repent  of  their  errors, 

I  give  you  your  two  Children  who  wept  when  they  saw  ytm. 
Ton  see  that  I  refuse  you  nothing,  in  tlie  Hi^>e  that  you  will 
do  my  will, 

My  Children,  you  are  to  be  pitied,  if  your  young  men  Lis- 
ten not  to  your  words.  I  cannot  for  the  present  grant  you 
the  Chief  you  ask,  to  live  with  you,  and  give  you  Sense.  I 
must  firet  see  hew  you  behave,  and  whether  ytmr  re^et  is 
sinoei^.  Meanwhile  your  needs  will  he  supplied,  I  give 
orders  to  Monsieur  Marin  to  report,  to  me  on  your  conduct. 

My  Children,  as  I  see  you  are  naked,  I  give  you  what  you 
need  to  cover  you  and  to  take  you  home.  Here  are  presents 
for  your  villages,  and  a  drink  of  my  Milk.  Ix-t  them  make 
a  good  uso  of  these  and  smoke  quietly  and  peacefully  on  tfaeir 
mats,  Listening  to  my  message. 

To  the  Sakls  and  Reiuirds 

My  Children,  I  am  delighted  that  you  have  lived  in  peace 
eince  I  granted  you  your  lives,  and  thjil  Montour  Marin  has 
been  careful  to  maintain  tranquillity  in  all  your  villages. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  am  glad  you  have  placed  your  village  in  tlie 
Spot  where  it  now  is,  since  you  could  not  find  subeiBteoce  in 
the  former  one  I  am  informed  that  you  are  not  all  ga&ered 
there  Yet,  and  that  aome  are  at  Riviere  a  la  Roche  [Rock 
River],  otJiers  at  Chikagou  [Chicago],  and  Meloaky  [Mil- 
waukee]. By  11)19  collar,  I  gather  you  all  together  Uiat  yoo 
m»y  form  but  one  and  the  same  village,  and  I  dedaie  to  yoa 
that  I  will  no  more  consider  as  my  Children,  those  who  ido 
not  obey  me,  because  so  long  as  yon  are  scattered,  it  is  impo»- 
aible  to  avoid  evil  things  happening. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  Marin  was  right  in  telling  you  not 
to  war  on  any  nation,  and  to  remain  quiet  on  yonr  mats. 
[404  1 


1742]        French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  could  not  blame  yon  for  defending  your- 
selves when  the  Ilinois  attacked  you.  I  am  pleased  with  you 
for  sending  back  the  captives  you  took  from  that  Nation.  I 
have  Written  what  you  said  on  the  subject  to  the  commandaiiit 
of  the  Ilinois,  and  have  ordered  him*  fo  Prevent  the  Ilinois 
from  picking  any  further  quarrel  with  you.  By  this  Collar 
I  bar  the  road  to  them  against  you. 

My  Children,  I  have  heard  that  you  Listened  to  the  evil 
words  that  were  told  you  in  the  Diretion  of  the  River  St 
Joseph,  and  that  you  were  informed  that  my  intention  waa 
to  gather  you  all  together,  in  order  the  more  easily  to  destroy 
you  all.  You  must  know  that  I  am  a  good  Father,  that  I  have 
frequently  given  you  proofs  of  it,  and  that  I  have  not  granted 
you  your  lives  to  take  them  from  you.  Therefore,  in  future^ 
listen  only  to  my  words,  and.  those  which  may  be  carried  to 
you  on  my  behalf.  Consider  carefully  the  Collar  I  have  just 
given  you  to  gather  you  together,  and  those  given  you  by  Mon- 
sieur Marin  in  my  name  for  the  same  object 

•My  Children,  you  had  reason  to  be  surprised  at  seeing  yoTU> 
selves  killed  by  the  folles-avoines^  your  true  brothers^  who  iare 
not  in.  the  habit  of  getting  themselves  into  trouble.  I  was  as 
surprised  as  you  were.  They  have  come  down  to  offer  repar- 
ation for  that  affair.  Here  they  are  present  with  all  their 
Warriors  whom  they  tell  me  they  have  brought,  so  that  yon 
may  avenge  yourselves  more  easily,  as  they  have  left  women 
only  in  their  villages.  They  have  also  told  me  that  their 
Chiefs  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  evil  deed,  wliich  was  ocmih 
mitted  by  a  young  Giddy-pate,  and  this  got  them  into  Trouble 
at  present.  They  have  delivered  their  Bodies  and  dioee  of 
their  young  men  to  me,  which  must  show  you  the  regret  they 
feel. 

Monsieur  Marin  has  told  me  tliat  they  oame  to  la  Baye^  to 
see  you  with  presents  to  cover  your  dead.     Hie  at  once  sent 
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Monsieur  de  Sacquespoe'  to  carry  his  meeeage,  by  wliicli  he 
asked  your  warriors  to  weep  quietly  for  them,  pending  my 
decision,  which  he  would  make  known  to  them  on  his  ratnrn. 

As  to  thee,  my  son  Pemousea,  I  am  pleased  with  thee  for 
having  accepted  their  presents,  and  for  having  Sent  Mekaga 
to  thy  village  to  settle  this  unfortunate  affair. 

My  sou,  here  is  something  wherewitli  to  cover  thy  deadj  and 
a  drink  of  my  Milk  to  relieve  tlie  bearta  of  the  afflicted  0!ne& 
I  Urge  thee  to  bury  this  unfortunate  affair  so  deep  that  it  will 
never  be  spoken  of  agnin.  It  would  be  a  pity  to  wage  war 
against  your  brothers  on  account  of  a  young  Giddy-pate. 

My  Children,  you  can  return  in  peace.  I  assure  you  that 
nothing  untoward  will  happen  on  the  way. 

Peraousea,  and  Patchipao,  I  give  you  each  a  Medal,  to  Show 
you  that  I  am  satisfied  with  you,  and  with  the  good  Accounts 
Monsieur  Marin  has  given  me  of  your  conduct  May  thii 
mark  of  distinction  Induce  you  more  and  more  to  do  my  will, 
and  to  strive  for  what  is  right.  Had  I  others,  I  would  have 
given  one  to  Peaiialio,  and  I  would  have  Sent  another  to  M6-. 
kaga.     It  will  be  done  next  year. 

My  Children,  aa  I  have  given  you  life,  I  grant  you  the  daugh- 
ters of  Onaclialard  and  Patchipao,  whom  you  have  asked  of 
me.  You  can  leave  whenever  you  please.  I  have  ordered 
Monsieur  Marin  to  make  haste.    . 

My  Children,  here  are  tokens  of  my  friendship  and  pn>- 
enta  for  your  villages.  I  ex()ect  you  to  make  a  good  use  of  th«n.' 

To  the  Puanis 

My  Children,  it  would  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  see  yoa 
all  assembled  in  the  same  village.     I  charge  you  to  say  tibis 

iJotLcbiin  Sacquepta,  eleur  de  Oonlncourt;  bom  In  1701,  be  ma 
made  second  ensign  In  the  troops  tn  1755,  and  died  near  the  Mlaalilppl 
about  1770.— ia>. 

*For  reports  of  this  conference  with  the  Indians,  and  regrets  for  tiM 
ezpenae  Incurred  In  presents,  sea  Beauharnois's  letter  to  the  Preach 
Minister  [n  N.  Y.  Colon.  Doa..  Ik.  p.  1099.— Ed. 
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from  me  to  thoee  who  are  at  Riviere  k  la  Bodies  and  tiiot  if 
they  will  not  do  my  will,  I  will  no  longer  look  upon  themi  as 
my  true  Children, 

My  Children,  you  did  right  in  stopping  your  young  men 
who  wished  to  join  the  war^parties  that  passed  by  your  homes. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  support  you  so  long  as  you  lis- 
ten to  my  advice  and  do  my  will. 

As  for  you,  my  Children,  Sfirotchon  and  Ohelaouois,  I  am 
very  sorry  I  have  no  more  medals.  Had  I  any  I  would  Eav« 
conferred  that  token  of  honor  upon,  you  beoause  I  ami  pleased 
with  you.     It  will  be  done  next  year. 

To  the  Savievx 

Mj  Children,  you  did  rightly  in  coming  here  to  lasten  tD 
my  words.  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  remained  quiet^  and 
have  observed  what  I  told  you. 

My  Children^  I  am  glad  you  went  to  Monsieur  Marin,  on 
behalf  of  Monsieur  de  La  Sonde,  to  make  peace  witb  liie 
Scioux.  In  this  you  have  followed  out  my  intention.  It  is 
good  that  you  should  live  all  Together  like  true  brothers. 

My  Children,  as  you  were  Sent  by  Monsieur  de  la  Bonde 
who  governs  you,  you  had  nothing  to  fear  while  passing  through 
the  villages  of  my  Children. 

My  Children,  as  I  see  you  are  animated  by  favorable  dis- 
positions when  you  ask  me  how  you  are  to  Behave,  you  have 
but  to  Listen  to  my  advice  which  will  be  announced  to  yoa 
by  Monsieur  de  La  Eonde  and  you  will  never  do  anything 
wrong. 

My  Children,  Messieurs  Marin  and  de  la  Eonde  have  vs- 
ported  to  me  all  that  you  have  done.  I  will  carefully  keep 
tlie  message  given  you  by  the  Scioux,  Sakisy  and  Senards, 
with  whom  you  have  made  peace,  and  I  will  have  it  shown  to 
you  whenever  you  come  down  here,  so  as  to  make  you  rememi- 
ber  it 

My  Children,  here  are  things  wherewith  to  cover  you  and 
for  your  return  home;  here  also  are  presents  for  your  village^ 
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viih  s  drink  of  milk  and  -wherpwitli  to  smoke  quietly  on  your 
m&ts.  Ui^  your  young  men  (^n  my  behalf  not  to  go  to  tlie 
English  any  more,  because  Uiat.  is  not  the  road  my  Children 
should  take,  and  moreover  they  can  receive  nau^t  but  bad 
impressions  there,  which  will  spoil  their  Hearts  and  Minds. 

To  the  follcs-avoines 

My  CSiUdren,  you  have  done  well  in  coming  down  here  and 
in  doing  what  Monsieur  Marin  told  yon. 

My  Children,  you  eomnutted  a  great  error  in  striking  the 
Benards  your  brothers.  I  am  sure  the  Chiefs  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  evil  deed,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

My  Children,  you  have  done  rightly  in  coming  to  place  yoor 
bodies  in  my  hands. 

Mj'  Cliildren,  I  know  you  have  never  got  yourselves  into 
trouble;  that  you  have  always  carried  out  my  int«itions  and 
done  my  will  be(r.uae  you  are  truly  attuched  to  me. 

My  Children,  I  am.  greatly  plensed  thai  you  also  have  come 
to  Listen  to  the  speeches  of  the  Scioux,  Renards,  Sakis,  Fuanta, 
and  Sauteux,  my  Children,  who  have  come  down  here  to  ^bSl 
me  for  peace,  and  that  you  hnvo  come  with  the  same  object: 
Hey  have  ^>oken  toi  me  end  you  must  have  Heard  my  replies. 

My  Children,  you  did  well  in  taking  the  precaution  to  Und 
&e  more  dangerous  warriors,  and  bring  them  here,  in  tn'djer 
to  Prevent  matters  becoming  worse.  I  t^ink  that  Monsiear 
de  Sacqueq>6e  with  M^kaga  will  have  quieted  everything  on 
both  sides. 

My  Children,  it  is  good  that  yon  have  given  your  Etaemy 
an  openings  by  leaving  only  women  in  your  village.  I  do.  not 
think  they  have  wished  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Yon  lu.Te 
just  seen  what  I  have  done  to  settle  this  matter.  On  your 
Part  I  recommended  you  to  ^ve  the  Benards  the  aatisfactaon 
that  is  due  to  them,  and  to  tell  your  young  Giddy-pate  lliat 
he  must  be  careful  that  such  a  thing  does  not  occur  again. 

My  Children,  here  are  presents  I  give  the  principal  C%ie& 
and  the  Distinguished  women  who  are  with  you.     Here  are 
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some  for  your  village  also^     All  this  should  Induce  you  to  live 
peacefully  and  quietly  with  your  brothers. 

To  the  Six  Nations 

My  Children,  the  Council  that  has  been  hald  here  today, 
will  be  announced  by  the  officers  commanding  the  Poets  to  all 
the  Nations  My  Children. 


1742:     POSTS  TO  BE  AUCTIONED 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  5,  1742. 
BC8.  in  archives  of  Bfinistdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  piess  mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  77,  c.  11,  fol.  94."] 

MoNSEioNEUB — ^I  havo  received  the  letter  you  did  me  The 
honor  of  Writing  Me  on  the  20th  of  April  last  I  have  seen 
in  the  King's  Memorial  what  His  Majesty  has  enacted  witb 
regard  to  the  Trade  and  Exploitation  of  the  Posts  of  the  upper 
CJountry.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any,  Moiiseigneur,  where 
the  officers  cannot  Be  of  great  use;  otherwise  I  would  not  have 
sent  them  there. 

It  would  have  Been  desirable,  Monseigneur,  that  this  arrange 
ment  should  have  been  suspended,  and  that  you  should  Have 
Had  the  goodness  to  Comanfunicate  it  to  me  before  Ordering 
its  Execution,  because  I  should  have  Had  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  you  my  representations  on  the  importance  of  this 
subject. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  Monseignenr,  that  as  soon  as  the  savages 
learn  that  the  Posts  are  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  highest  Bid- 
der, they  will  all  go  over  to  the  English.  This  may  perhaps 
not  be  noticed  the  first  year,  but  it  may  happen  in  the  second. 
I  can  give  no  better  proof  of  this,  Monseigneur,  than  the  pre- 
caution I  took  to  Prevent  the  Ouyatanons,  Petikokias,  Kika- 
poux,  and  Maskoutins  from  passing  by  Chou6ghen,  as  you  will 
see  in  my  answers  to  their  Speeches,  and  the  promise  I  gave 
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them  before  receiving  your  orders  to  put  the  Post  of  ttie  OnyaF 
tanons  on  tlie  License  system  like  that  of  Detroit,  on  their  Rep- 
resentations to  me  that  goods  would  he  sold  them  at  too  Dear  a 
rat^.  Npverthelosa  the  Trade  is  Carried  on  by  voyageun,  and 
the  Commandant  haa  only  3000  livres  per  annum  that  tlioy 
give  him.  ITic  Commandant  of  River  St.  Joseph  is  on  Hia 
same  footing.  Now,  how  can  I  keep  my  word,  and  at  tlw 
same  time  Carry  out  His  Majesty's  intentions. 

There  is  another  drawback,  Monscigneur,  in  the  arrange 
ment  made  with  respect  to  Qie  Poet  of  Missilimakinac  and  in- 
serted in  the  King's  Memorial;  it  is  that  the  Missionary  ahall 
Continue  to  enjoy  the  proceeds  from  the  foi^,  and  that  an 
officer  second  in  commanad  is  unnccecr'ary.  Yon  n'ill  *r^,  iton- 
Beigneur,  by  the  speeehea  of  those  savages,  that  ihey  asked 
me  to  allow  tlie  blacksmith  the  freedom  of  tis  work,  wlu<ji 
I  could  not  avoid  granting  them.  The  Poutouatamia  made 
me  the  same  request,  which  I  granted  also.  I  have  done  &e 
same  for  the  Post  of  Detroit  in  the  Instructions  I  have  given 
the  Sieur  de  Celoron.  The  stratagems  resorted  to  by  the  Eng- 
lish to  attract  our  Savages,  compel  me  to  use  great  Circular- 
spection  toward  Them,  and  to  Content  them  as  much  aa  I  can. 

I  gave  Orders  to  the  Sieur  de  Vercherea  in  his  instructions, 
to  send  the  officer  second  in  command  to  spend  the  winter 
Evezy  Year  with  the  Outaouacs  of  Sa^inan,  to  Prevent  tiEair 
trading  with  the  Eugli^.  Such,  Monseigneur,  is  the  use  of 
an  officer  second  in  ctnnmand. 

All  these  precautions,  Monseignemr, — which  my  zeal  and  the 
Experience  T  nmst  have  gained  with  r^ard  to  the  Manner  of 
dealing  with  the  Nations,  led  to  to  take  before  I  received  flw 
King's  orders^ — ^place  me,  as  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  ob- 
serving to  you,  in  a  state  of  Embarrassment  from  which  it  will 
be  difficult  for  me  to  Extricate  myself,  especially  with  sav- 
agee  who  are  kept  in  check  solely  by  careful  Management,  and 
who  would  seize  the  first  pretext  to  break  the  word  they  hsn 
given  me  were  I  to  fail  to  keep  mina  Unaware  as  I  Was^ 
Monseigneur,  of  the  change  you  have  deemed  expedient  to 
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make  in  the  System  of  Exploiting  the  Posts,  I  acted  toward 
the  Nations  according  to  my  lights,  and  as  the  interests  of  the 
Service  Required.  The  complaints  made  to  me  by  those  sav- 
ages that  there  is  only  one  Store  at  Each  Post,  and  their  rei^ 
resentations  that  if,  on  the  contrary,  there  were  several,  they 
would  get  goods  Cheaper,  led  me  to  promise  aa  you  will  see^ 
that  I  would  place  the  Posts  on  the  License  systemi,  on  the 
same  footing  as  Detroit.  In  order  to  keep  my  word  to  them, 
when  I  was  informed  that  persons  to  whom  I  granted  Poeta^ 
sub-let  them  to  others  at  a  higher  price,  I  compelled  the  per- 
son who  farmed  the  Post  to  go  there  himself,  and  I  cancelled 
their  Bargain,  because  this  Transaction  compelled  the  sub- 
lessee who  paid  a  higher  rent,  to  sell  goods  to  the  savages  at  • 
dearer  rate,  so  that  this  Was  a  pretext  to  induce  them  to  go 
to  the  English  for  what  they  needed.  From  this  argument 
it  may  be  Concluded,  Monseigneur,  that  as  Each  Post  may 
by  Competition  Be  raised  to  a  very  high  price,  they  will  be 
imable  to  give  their  Goods  othervnse  than  at  Higher  rates  than 
those  of  the  ordinary  trade,  and  there  will  be  only  one  Store  at 
each  Post.  When  these  two  things  happen,  far  from  main* 
taining  and  increasing  the  trade  of  the  Colony  by  means  of 
that  of  the  Upper  Country,  they  will  on  the  one  Hand  Cause 
the  Ruin  of  many  private  individuals,  and  on  the  other  lower 
the  opinion  they  have  of  the  Grovemor-General's  person  ow^ 
ing  to  the  changes  they  will  see  in  the  promises  given  them, 
and  which  I  could  not  avoid  giving  them. 

Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  these  reflections,  the  sole  ob- 
ject whereof  on  my  part  is  the  welfare  of  the  service — as  I 
flatter  myself  you  are  convinced — I  will  take  suitable  Meas- 
ures with  Monsieur  hocquart  to  Reconcile  His  Majesty's  ia- 
terests  with  those  of  the  Nations,  regarding  which  you  have 
80  often  recommended  me  to  act  with  Circumspection,  and 
the  importance  whereof  I  fully  recognize.  I  consider,  Maof 
seigneur,  that  I  should  have  Deserved  your  reproaches  had 
I  not  pointed  out  to  you  the  drawbacks  that  may  arise,  through 
the  System  on  which  the  Posts  will  be  exploited,  and  the  non- 
fulfillment of  my  promises  to  the  Savages. 
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Moreover,  I  Beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  Bo  convinced  that 
I  will  continiio  to  exercise  careful  attention  in  the  choice  of 
the  officers  I  shall  appoint  to  the  command  of  the  various  Posts, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  approve  the  Liat  I  shall  have 
the  honor  of  Sending  you  every  year.  The  same  applies  to 
the  distribution  I  shall  make  of  what  His  iliijMty  i^  pleaded 
to  continue  to  give  to  the  poor  families  of  this  country,  and 
which  I  think  I  have  hitlierto  effected  with  the  diaeemment 
you  reooramended  to  Me  In  View  of  their  Needs. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,   Monseigneur,  Your 

veiy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Bbauhahitois. 
Quebec,  September  5,  1742. 


1742:     SETTLEMENT  OF  DETROIT  HURONS;   JESUIT  INTER- 
FERENCE 
[Letter  of  Beauhamola  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept  IS.  1742. 
Source,  aame  aa  preceding  document,  but  vol.  75,  foL  121.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  The  honor 
of  Writing  me  on  the  14th  of  FebiMarv  last,  with  reference  to 
the  hurcms  of  Detroit. 

Tou  may  have  seen,  MonBeiguciir,  by  all  the  docmnaitB 
appended  to  my  despatch  of  the  17th  of  Septeml>er  of  last  year 
that  I  acted  solely  in  consequence  of  the  ref>cated  requesta 
of  those  aavagea,  of  the  Letters  from  the  Sicur  De  Koyan  and 
from  Father  de  la  Richardie.  lint  'Written  by  the  latter  to 
Father  St  Pe,  bis  superior,  on  the  26tli  of  Angust,  1740,  which 
fell  by  accident  into  my  Hands  as  it  came  to  My  address,  and 
of  which  an  Extract  is  annexed,  had  decided  Me  to  take  pre- 
cautions for  the  removal  of  the  NRtiou  from  a  Place  where  I 
considered  their  destruction  certain,  since  it  is  true  that  Father 
de  la  Richardie,  after  speaking  of  groase  Isle  as  a  place  for 
their  Settlement,  wrote  that  he  tliought  they  would  hardly 
live  more  in  peace  there  than  at  Detroit. 
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The  conduct  of  the  Chiefs  toward  my  nephew,  did  not  orig- 
inate with  them,  but  Was  inspired  by  their  Missionary,  and 
I  can  give  you  no  better  proof  of  this,  Monaeigneur,  than  to 
Send  you  an  Extract  from  his  Letter  Written  to  Father  Du- 
jaunay  in  the  month  of  December,  1741,  wherein  the  whole 
Mystery  is  unveiled,  and  the  proof  thereof  results  from  In- 
formation I  have  Had. 

If  that  Missionary  perceived  that  he  gave  no  pleasure  to 
My  Nephew  by  following  him  to  Sandoske,  this  clearly  proves 
that  he  Endeavored  to  thwart  him. 

You  may  see,  Monseigneur,  by  all  i  have  had  The  honor 
of  Writing  to  you  and  by  the  annexed  documents,  that  I  have 
taken  no  step  inconsistent  with  authority  and  dignity,  as 
Father  de  la  Richardie  Writes;  neither  have  I  ever  refused 
the  Hurons'  request  to  come  and  Settle  at  Montreal.  On  the 
contraiy  I  have  Endeavored  to  keep  everything  calm  until  I 
could  see  how  the  affair  would  turn,  and  I  decided  to  Remove 
them  from  Detroit  only  when  it  seemed  to  me  advisable  to 
do  so.  I  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  Reporting  to  you 
on  this  nmtter  by  a  despatch  of  the  14th  of  October,  1740, 
and  by  another  of  the  12th  of  May,  1741,  and  you  were  pleased 
to  write  me  on  the  26th  of  July  of  the  Same  year,  that  His 
Majesty  could  but  rely  on  me  for  Carrying  out  my  views  with 
regard  to  those  Savages. 

The  Father  was  right  when  he  wrote  to  Father  Dujaunay, 
that  the  three  hurons  who  came  down  with  My  Nephew  would 
not  say  a  word ;  he  Was  quite  sure  of  his  facts. 

I  imagine,  Monseigneur,  that  what  Led  him  to  induce  the 
hurons  not  to  come  down,  was  that  he  thought^  from  what  may 
have  been  told  him,  that  Monsieur  Piquet  was  having  Cabins 
erected  at  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains,  and  clearings  made, 
to  receive  the  hurons.  They  who  Wrote  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject were  not  aware  that  such  Cabins  and  clearings.  Were  in- 
tended for  the  Algonkins  and  Nepissingnes  Wandering  in  the 
Interior,  as  I  had  The  honor  of  informing  you  by  my  des- 
patch of  the  12th  of  May,  1741. 

I  was  not  Desirous  of  Establishing  the  hurons  at  grosse  Isle, 
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Notfl  itiistanding  what  Father  <le  la  Richardie  Wrote  to  hia 
superior,  with  referencp  to  my  acting  in  Concert  with  him. 
You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  Letter  I  Wrote  him  on  tfas 
SOth  of  August,  1741,  that  I  said  to  him  that,  previous  to  the 
quarrel  of  the  hurons  with  the  Nations  of  IMroit,  there  W«s 
no  mention  of  tlio  sterility  of  their  Fields,  and  that  ray  inten- 
tion Was  not  that  they  should  go  and  Settle  there.  He  liM 
not  as  yet  sent  any  answer  to  that  Letter.  It  will  be  essj 
for  you  to  see  that  those  Fathei-a  want  to  have  a  share  in  the 
Government,  which  is  very  pernicious  inasmuch  as  they  make 
the  savages  act  according  to  their  Ideas  and  their  interested 
views. 

According  to  the  last  News  from  Detroit,  it  is  stated  that 
the  hurons  would  not  live  at  groese  lele;  that  they  were  gcnng 
to  eetabliah  themselves  at  la  belle  [Ohio]  Riviere  and  would 
Seek  only  to  Go  away.  I  fear  they  will  Carry  out  their  de- 
sign, because  so  long  as  the;^'  are  at  Peace  ivith  the  Tef<»- 
plates,  they  will  never  live  in  quiet  with  the  Nations  they 
have  Betrayed,  unless  lliey  war  against  them.  This  was  the 
plan  I  had  thought  of,  but  Father  de  la  Rachardie  again  op- 
posed it  as  you  may  se^,  Monseigneur,  by  the  Extract  from 
his  Letter  Written  to  Father  St.  Pe  on  the  lOtb  of  June,  1741. 

I  am  well  aware,  Monseigneur,  that  the  Removal  of  the 
hurons  would  have  entailed  considerable  expense,  and  this  led 
me  to  St-ek  to  Settle  their  awkward  affair.  Neverthelees 
they  could  not  have  represented  to  me  that  they  acted  in  obe- 
dience to  my  orders,  luiisuLUch  as  they  had  asked  me  and  had 
severiil  timea  caused  me  to  bo  asked  to  be  allowed  to  Settle 
near  me  for  their  own  Tranquillity  and  that  of  th^r  wivM 
and  Children.  If  those  savages  go  to  la  belle  Riviere,  they 
will  soon  go  to  the  Tgtes  plates,  and  become  the  Enemiee  of 
all  the  Nations. 

I  have  been  informed,  Monseigneur,  by  two  credible  per- 
sona, that  the  English  Governor  of  the  neighboring  ootmtey 
had  Written  to  Father  de  la  Richardie  that  if  the  bunna 
would  go  and  Settle  there,  they  might  practice  their  Religion^ 
and  he  mig^t  act  as  their  Missionary. 
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There  is  nothing  the  English  do  not  practise  to  Bribe  our 
savages  and  attract  them!  to  them.  I  watdh  and  have  wateh 
kept  constantly  to  frustrate  their  designs.  I  might;  flatter  my- 
self that  I  could  succeed  Were  I  not  thwarted  as  I  have  hith- 
erto Been,  without  being  able  to  apply  any  remedy  as  you 
may  see.  If  the  N'ews  of  the  hurons*  design  be  confirmed,  I 
will  take  the  most  rightful  means  to  frustrate  it,  and  shall 
have  the  honor  to  Report  to  yon  thereon. 

Before  receiving  His  Majesty's  orders^  I  Had  decided  to  take 
no  steps  to  remove  the  hurons,  because  I  had  Been  informed 
that  they  Were  not  in  accord.  I  spoke  to  the  three  Oliiefs 
who  Were  in  Montreal  on  the  28th  of  June  last,  and  sent  them 
back  to  their  village.  I  have  The  honor  of  appending  the 
Duplicate  of  my  speech;  the  original  was  sent  by  the  trans- 
port "Canada." 

I  have  sent  the  Sieur  de  Celoron  to  be  Commandant  at  De- 
troit in  the  place  of  the  Sieur  De  Noyan.  I  gave  him  orders 
to  exercise  the  Strictest  supervision  to  prevent  all  Outside 
Trade  at  that  Place,  to  arrest  all  offenders  and  Send  them  to 
Me  in  close  custody. 

I  handed  him  a  Copy  of  my  words  to  the  Hurons,  with  in- 
structions to  gather  them  together  and  repeat  the  same  to  themi. 

I  also  gave  him  orders  to  allow  the  French  Settled  at  the 
Post  and  the  voyageurs,  to  trade  at  grosse  isle,  and  even  to 
Settle  there  if  they  deem  expedient 

I  Ordered  him  to  watch  and  to  have  Strict  watch  kept 
to  prevent  all  fraudulent  Trade  at  that  Place,  and,  in  the  Event 
of  his  observing  any  Abuses  and  of  its  being  necessary  to  erect 
a  fort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  same,  he  was  to  notify  me  promptly. 

Nevertheless,  Monseigneur,  I  have  seen  what  you  are  pleased 
to  order  with  reference  to  the  Establishment  of  that  Poet. 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  what  I  have  done 
in  this  respect  by  another  despatch. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Eiespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant^ 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  September  15,  1742. 

[  415  ] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collecnon^voi^wfl 


1742:      OFFICIAL  REPORTS  OF  CONDITIONS   IN   THE  UPPER 
COUNTRY. 

[LieUera  of  BeBuhomolB  and  Hocquart  to  tbe  Preach  MiDister.  dated 
Sept.  24.  1742.  Source,  same  ae  precedtag  document,  but  vol,  77,  fols. 
IDS.  335.  J 

Several  of  tte  Algonkina  and  The  Xepiftaiiigties  scattered 
through  the  Laiid  came  to  settle  at  the  Lake  of  the  two  mount- 
ains, and  a  great  nmny  othera  are  to  come.  The  good  treat- 
ment tliey  roccive  fmni  the  inissionnries,  njid  the  expenses 
which  the  latter  incur  in  subscribing  to  keep  up  the  Establish- 
ment will  gradually  bring  about  the  settlement  of  the  Savagee 
in  this  place. 

He  begs  for  the  continuance  during  some  years  of  the  fund 
of  2000  livres,  which  was  granted  last  year  On  the  product 
of  the  Licenses;  And  he  represents  that  it  is  to  be  wished  for 
the  good  of  the  service  that  the  King  should  have  granted  the 
15000  lires  which  had  been  asked  for. 

The  Chief  Pendalouair,  an  outaouai,  came  down  to  Mont- 
real to  excuse  His  past  conduct,  And  said  he  did  not  ask  to  he 
re-established  until  lie  was  judged  worthy  of  it.  This  savage 
was  very  Helpful  to  the  Sieur  de  Oeloron  in  tbe  negotiati(m 
which  be  undertook  in  order  to  prevent  the  outaouais  of  Midi- 
ilimakinao  from  quitting  that  Fost. 

Hie  conduct  of  tbe  Sieur  Marin  in  his  dealings  witli  the 
Scioux,  as  well  as  with  the  Sakis,  Renards,  folles-avoinee,  and 
sauteux,  who  came  down  to  Montreal  with  bim  last  year,  ou^t 
to  show  that  the  Ides  which  has  always  been  entertained  of 
the  Talents  of  this  otBoer  is  correct.  This  motive  and  die 
progress  he  has  made  in  His  n^otiations  have  decided  him 
to  send  him  back,  especially  as  he  had  given  His  word  to  these 
Savages  to  bring  tbem  back  in  Safety.  He  asks  approval  of 
his  action.' 

This  officer  has  infonned  him  that  during  His  journey  two 

iNot«  on  original  MS.:    "He  bos  been  ordered  to  recall  blm." 
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parties  of  outaouais  and  Sauteux  had  killed  a  Sdaux  and  a 
Eenard,  a  matter  which  he  will  find  diflBicult  to  accamanodate.* 


MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  Writing  the  15  th  of  April  last.  You  will  see 
by  the  speech  of  the  Chaouanons,  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  Sending  to  you  by  the  transport-ship  "Canada/^  witfi  my 
replies  of  which  I  add  duplicates,  that  no  iieliance  cani  be 
placed  on  all  their  promises  to  me  in  r^ard  to  their  Removal 
to  the  Prairie  of  the  Maskoutins,  near  the  Ouyatanons,  as 
they  have  Been  tampered  with  by  the  Ebglish  in  order  to  in- 
duce them  to  make  Peace  with  the  Tetes  plates  and  to  Settle 
on  the  Cherakis  [Tennessee]  River,  I  will,  however.  Spare 
no  pains  to  oppose  this  Transplantation,  in  order  not  to  lose 
this  Nation  which  is  as  docile  as  it  isi  inconstant/  Perhaps 
what  I  have  said  to  them  will  nmke  an  impression  and  inspire 
them  with  the  fear  of  becoming  Enemies  of  the  other  Nations. 

Several  Algonkins  and  Nepiasingues,  who  Were  Roaming 
round  the  Country,  have  come  to  Settle  at  the  Lake  of  the 
two  'Mountains;  and  I  am  informed  that  many  others  are  to 
come  there.  The  good  Treatment  that  they  receive  from 
the  Missionaries,  and  the  expenses  into  whidi  they  Have 
Entered  in  subscribing  for  the  maintenance  of  this  Establi^- 
ment  will  gradually  bring  about  a  reunion  of  these  Savages 
in  this  Place;  Especially  with  the  additional  Help  afforded 
by  the  2000  livree  which  the  King  has  condescended  to  grant 
for  that  purpose  this  year.  Out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  licenses. 
It  is  to  be  wished  that  His  Majesty  should  have  decided  to 
grant  the  15000  livres  which  I  had  asked  for  for  the  needs 
of  these  Nations.  But  as  he  has  not  judged  this  expedient^ 
I  beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  continue  in  their  favor  for  some 
years  this  same  fund  of  2000  livres.  I  will  see  that  it  is  dis- 
bursed with  Exactness  in  favor  of  these  savages^   and  will 

iThis  first  part  is  the  ministerial  abstract,  made  probably  for  sub- 
mission to  the  king. — E^d. 
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have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  yoa  the  piogreae  made  in 

Mission. 

I  have  not,  Monseigneor,  received  any  news  as  Yet  of  tiw 

Sieur  de  la  Verendrye,  which  leads  roe  to  think  liiat  lie  hat 

followed  up  his  disooveiy.    Father  Coquart^^  who  haa  punad 

the  winter  at  Kamanistigoiaiay  Wrote  me  on  May  SOdi  laat 

that  Laoolle,  [a]  Monsonis   war^hief   of  Lao   de   la    Pluye 

[Bainy  Lake],  had  formed  in  Septemher  a  party  of  more  than 

200  men,  the  majority  of  whom  Were  Oriatinaiiz  and  Aasini* 

boels;  that  they  had  Attacked  the  Scionx  of  the  Prairies,  that 

70  Warriors  of  this  Nation  were  killed,  without  oounting  the 

women  and  children;  and  that  the  numher  of  Slaves  Was  so 

great  that^  according  to  the  report  and  the  Expression  of  liia 

Savages,  Hiey  occupied  in  their  march  more  than  four  ar- 

pents;  that  the  band  of  Laoolle  had  lost  only  six  men;  and 

that  there  were  many  Wounded,  as  they  had  fou^t  during 

four  days.    He  added  that  the  Sieur  de  la  Vlerendrye  did 
everything  he  could  to  prevent  this  fight,  but  that  pressnti 

and  arguments  had  made  no  impression  on  the  Mind  of  lUs 

Chief.     He  says  that  this  defeat  will  not  facilitate  miattoiB 

for  the  Sieur  de  la  Verendrye;  that  there  will  be  more  Slaves 

than  packages;  that  the  Savages  'vs'ere  l)egimiing  to  stir  Again, 

and  that  they  had  already  sung  the  war-song.     All  these  cir- 

cumstances  are  not  easy  to  reconcile  with  the  arrangements 

which  his  Majesty  prescribes  for  us  to  Follow,  in  a  circular 

letter.     However,    Monseigiieiir,    ^Monsieur    Hocxjuart    and    I 

will  consider  what  decision  is  to  be  taken  for  the  good  of  the 

service  and  for  the  furtherance  of  everything. 

Since  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writing  you  last  year  regarding 

some  Frenchmen  killed  by  the  Chicachas,   they  have  killed 


1  Claude  Godefroy  Coquart,  born  in  1706,  came  to  Canada  about  17SS. 
After  three  years'  service  at  Quebec,  he  was  appointed  chaplain  for 
V6rendrye*s  forces,  and  set  forth  for  the  upper  country;  but  he  did  not 
winter  with  that  explorer  until  1743-44,  when  he  is  known  to  have 
been  at  Fort  La  Reine.  After  1746  he  served  the  Saguenay  mission, 
dying  at  Chicoutiml  in  1705.  His  linguistic  work  waa  In  the  Abenaki 
language,  for  which  he  prepared  a  grammar  and  a  dictionary. — Ed. 
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ten  others  on  Oct  15th  at  the  iron  mine  at  the  Mouth  of  llie 
Ouabache.* 

According  to  the  journal  of  the  Sieur  de  St  Ange,^  it 
seems  that,  since  March  12th  of  last  year  up  to  Aug.  121ih, 
there  have  Been  616  Savages  of  different  ITations  who  have 
Been  on  the  warpath  against  the  Ohicachas,  without  includ- 
ing the  hurons  at  Detroit  Their  progress  has  not  exceeded 
19  prisoners  and  16  scalps.  The  hurons  have  taken  25  Slaves 
and  Scalps.  If  I  learn  of  any  further  attack  made  upon 
Them,  before  the  sailing  of  the  la^  Vessels,  I  will  have  the 
honor  of  reporting  it  to  you. 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  words  of  the  Outaouaes 
of  Missilimakinac  and  by  my  answers,  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  Sending  to  you  by  the  transport-ship  "Canada,"  and 
of  which  I  enclose  duplicate-copy,  that  these  Savages  all  aa- 
sembled  at  I'arbre  croche  whidi  is  one  of  the  three  Places 
that  I  had  designated,  and  that  it  is  their  purpose  not  to  re- 
move. It  is  certain,  Monseigneur,  that  their  Bemoval  would 
have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  Commerce  of  the  Upper 
Countrv, 

Pendalouan  came  down  with  the  Sieur  de  Oelopon.  He 
begged  me  to  open  his  mouth,  which  he  had  kept  dosed  simoe 
His  disgrace.  He  Excused  himself  as  best  he  could.  He 
Repeated  that  he  did  not  ask  me  to  give  back  the  Medal  which 
I  had  taken  from  him,  nor  to  reinstate  him  in  His  dignity 
as  chief,  but  that  he  begged  me  only  to  forget  all  that  had 
happened.     I  answered  that  I  was  willing  on  condition  that 


iThis  refers  to  the  locality  on  the  Mississippi,  not  far  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  now  known  as  Iron  Banks.  Jolliet  and  Marquette 
noticed  the  131uff  (1763),  and  remarked  on  the  possibility  of  a  mine  at 
that  point;  but  Father  Gravier  (1700)  gave  a  discouraging  report  of 
the  ore.  For  a  good  description  of  the  appearance  of  the  blufb,  see 
"Cuming's  Tour"  in  Thwaites  (ed.),  Early  Western  Travels  (Cleve- 
land, 1904),  iv,  p.  280.— EJd. 

2  Louis  St  Ange,  Sieur  de  Bellerive,  was  compnandant  at  Vincennes 
from  1736  to  1764.  See  his  own  affidavit  to  that  effect  in  Indiana  Hist 
Soc.  Publications,  ii,  p.  430. — Ed. 
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he  should  never  do  anything  to  displease  me^  and  that^  in  Ao- 
cordance  with  the  Testimonj  whidi  Monsieur  de  YerohflKiBi 
flhonld  give  as  to  his  Conduct,  I  would  reinstate  him  as  ehielL 
I  sent  him  bade  with  some  presents.  The  Sieur  die  GdofOi 
has  assured  me  that  he  was  very  Helpful  to  him  in  His  TJndaap- 
taking. 

The  NontaguSsy  [Onondaga]  came  down  this  year  with 
a  Goyagouin,  [Cayuga]  and  later  the  Somontonans  [Seneca] 
came.  You  will  see^  Monseigneur,  by  their  woids  that  thsN 
savages  appear  to  be  veiy  weiQ  diq[K>aed  Toward  us.  His 
Sieur  de  Joneaire  has  assured  me  that  they  Would  at  least 
be  neutral  If  we  should  have  a  war  with  the  "B^gliiJ^,  I  ham 
Had  the  honor  of  Sending  you  these  oomimunieatioDa  fay  the 
transportHship  ''Canada/'  with  my  own  answers  of  whicb  I 
enclose  a  Copy.  I  will  add,  in  regard  to  the  SonontcmanSy 
that  I  gave  a  Flag  to  them,  which  Theouatakoate  took  in  Hit 
aims  during  the  Council,  saying  to  me:  ''My  Father,  I  will 
die  rather  than  let  the  Englidi  make  mia  throw  this  dowiii 
and  I  will  cany  it  among  Them  when  passing  Choue^en. 

I  ami  veiy  glad>  Monseigneur,  that  His  Majesty  haa  deigned 
to  approve  the  arrangement  that  I  have  made  in  regard  to 
the  burons  of  Lorette  and  the  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  the  two 
Mountains.  I  have  noted  what  you  have  favored  me  with 
in  another  commxmication  with  regard  to  what  has  ocenrred 
among  the  Ivoqiiois  of  Sault  St  Louis^  which  I  shall  Have 
the  honor  of  answering. 

On  October  28  of  last  year,  the  great  chief  OuakantapS,  a 
Scioux,  with  four  other  Chiefs  of  his  Village,  and  several 
war-Chiefs,  came  to  see  the  Sieur  Marin  in  order  to  beg  him 
to  take  pity  on  them,  and  to  employ  His  influence  with  me 
to  obtain  pardon  for  their  past  faults.  He  told  them  to  go 
down  and  ask  for  it  Themselves.  Ouakantape  and  Oiiasi- 
kouty*  came  down  witli  the  Sieur  Marin.     They  were  accom- 

lOuakantapi  (Wakandapi)  was  the  hereditary  name  of  the  chief  of 
one  tribe  of  Sioux.  For  previous  mention  of  this  tribesman,  see  Wii. 
Hist.  Colls,,  xvi,  p.  187,  394.  Possibly  Ouaslkouty  waa  of  the  Ouaai- 
coutetons^  a  tribe  of  western  Sioux;  ibid,  p.  193. — BJd. 
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panied  bj  the  Sakis,  Eenard^  Puants,  foUeB-avomefiy  and 
Sauteux  of  la  pointe  de  Ghagoaamigon.  You  will  see,  Hon- 
seigneur,  by  the  speeches  of  all  these  savages,  whidi  I  have 
likewise  Had  the  lionor  of  Sending  to  you  with  my  Answers 
by  the  transport-ship  "Canada,"  and  of  which  I  encloee  Du- 
plicates, how  th^  seem-  disposed,  in  whidh  disposition  I 
ooiild  not  but  appear  at  least  to  Trust;  and  in  order  to  give 
them  a  greater  proof  of  tliis,  Upon  the  request  which  the 
formjer  nrnde,  together  with  the  Sakis  and  Benards^  to  grant 
them  four  of  their  people,  who  were  Slaves  at  Montreal,  I 
permitted  them  to  Take  themi  back  in  case  they  wished  to 
Follow  them.  Only  the  daughter  of  Ouachalart,  a  Fox,  ac- 
cepted this  permission ;  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  Sho\v^ 
ing  them  with  what  mildness  the  French  had  treated  theni!. 
And  as  tlie  Seioux  migl^t  think  that  we  had  dissuaded  these 
Slaves  from  following  them,  I  gave  orders  to  the  Sieur  Marin 
to  take  any  two  they  chose  out  of  those  that  were  captured 
in  the  Attack  which  Lacolle  made  On  Them,  in  case  they  met 
any  of  them  on  their  way  back.  I  informed  them  of  this  in 
my  Cabinet,  telling  them  that  if  They  behaved  as  they  pronK- 
ised  to  do,  and  if  I  Received  certain  Proofs  of  this,  they 
might  come  down  next  year  with  ft  number  of  oihiefiB,  and  I 
would  have  all  their  Slaves  restored,  and  would  grant  them 
a  Commandant.  To  this  Ouakantai>6  answered  that  he  would 
come  down,  but  that  he  was  not  Sure  as  to  the  number  who 
would  come  down  with  him.  I  believe,  Monseigneur,  1]iat 
I  could  not  find  a  better  Expedient  for  controlling  them,  be- 
cause the  Hope  of  getting  back  their  Slaves  will  Bestrain 
them  from  all  violence. 

I  have  seen,  Monseigneur,  by  your  favor  of  last  year,  bow 
little  success  you  expected  from  the  Negotiations  of  the  Sieur 
Marin,  both  among  the  Seioux  and  the  Benards  and  Sakis. 
The  conviction  that  I  had  to  the  contraiy,  led  me  to  take  the 
liberty  of  answering  on  that  oocasion  that  I  knew  him  to  be 
one  of  the  most  capable  men  for  fulfilling  the  mission  BOr 
trusted  to  hinL     The  success  obtained  by  this  officer,  bodi 
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among  the  Scioux  and  with  the  fi^e  other  Natdona  viho  c&we 
down  with  him  thia  Summer,  ranst  have  proved  to  you,  Mott- 
seignt'iir,  tliat  the  idea  which  I  Had  formed  of  His  Talents,  in 
tliB  matter  of  negotiating  with  the  savages,  Was  well  founded. 
It  i3  these  Reasons,  and  also  the  progreas  which  he  haa  made^ 
that  decided  me  not  to  heeitate  about  Sending  him  back, 
eapecaally  as  he  had  given  His  word  to  these  savagee  to  bring 
ITiem  liome  in  Safety,  and  as  the  goixl  of  the  scrvieo  Required 
Hifl  presence.  He  Wrote  me  from  the  portage  of  the  graat 
Calumet,'  on  the  16th  of  August  lost,  that  he  had  learned 
that  the  two  war-pnrtie.-*,  one  of  Oitai'iiiirs  and  tlie  otiier  of 
Sauteux  from  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  had  killed  a  Scioujt  and 
a  Renard.  He  sajs  that  he  will  have  great  Difficulty  in 
arranging  this  trouble,  hut  that  he  has  neglected  nothing  to 
avoid  any  misehievoua  Consequences.  The  Sieur  de  Ver- 
oheree  has  written  the  same  thing  to  me.  Accordingly  I  flat- 
ter myself,  Jlonseignenr,  tliat  in  thr^e  rircumstanceis  you  wiE 
approve  my  Ordering  him  to  return  as  Commandant. 

I   am   with   very   groat   Respect,    Monseigneur,   Tour   very 
hmnble  aiud  veiy  obedient  Servant, 

Quebec,  September  34,  1742. 


MoNSEiONEPR- — I  have  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  Writing  me  on  lie  20th  of  April  last. 

I  have  already  replied  in  the  Joint  answer  to  yovr  de^Atdl 
to  us  Jointly,  containing  your  decision  with  respect  to  the 
Disputes  tliat  have  arisen  in  connection  with  the  IVade  and 
Voyages  in  the  Upper  eountiy.  I  will  com|dy  Strictly  ■witii 
what  yon  have  been  pleased  to  order.  I  venture  to  tell  joa, 
Monaeigneur,  that  you  do  me  juBtice  with  regard  to  n^  wiy 

>A  well-knbwD  landmark  on  tbe  upper  Ottawa  River,  around  the 
Calninet  Falls.  This  vae  tbe  longest  carrying  place  on  tbe  river,  aad 
named  lor  tbe  pipe-stone  found  near  bj,  vhlcb  Chunplajn  deacribei 
(1613)  as  reeembllng  alabaster.  For  a  good  description  of  Uili  portage 
■ee  Bain  (ed.),  SenrV  Travelt,  pp.  24.  2G. — Ea. 
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of  thinking  Eespecting  the  matters  I  have  to  Deal  with  jointly 
with  Monsieur  Le  Marquis  de  Beauhamois.  I  will  always 
Do  my  best  to  Maintain  the  union  and  harmony  ytytL  tre  pleased 
to  reoonumeoid  to  me. 

I  Semain  with   very  profound   respect,  Monseigneur,  your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

HOOQUABT 

Quebec,  September  24,  1742. 


1742:     BLACKSMITHS  AT  MACKINAC 

[Lietter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1,  1742. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  77.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — ^In  the  Letter  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writing 
you  on,  the  5th  of  last  montli,  I  did  not  give  yon  the  details 
of  what  is  going  on  in  oonneotion  wi^h  the  two  blaoksmiths  at 
Missilimakinac.  One  of  them  belongs  to  the  Missionary  and 
receives  as  wages  four  hundred  Livres  and  a  few  pots  of  Brandy, 
The  profite  on  his  work  have  sometimes  Been  as  much  as  foor 
Thousand  francs  which  go  Entirely  to  the  Father.  Tlie 
services  of  more  thani  one  blacksmith  are  needed  at  that  Place 
owing  to  the  number  of  savages  there.  The  ath&r  to  whom 
I  ^ave  full  liberty  last  Summer,  at  the  request  of  tlie  Savages 
— as  you  may  see,  Monseigneur,  in  my  replies  to  tlieir  speeches 
— was  expelled  five  years  ago  by  the  Missionary  vrho  took  all 
his  tools  from  him.  The  Sieur  de  Celeron,  then  Oommand- 
ant,  Knowing  the  necessity  of  having  a  second  one^  advanced 
him  whait  he  needed  to  Enable  him  to  Work,  and  the  Father 
has  been  drawing  one  half  of  his  profits  although  he  has  always 
opposed  his  working  because  he  sometimes  does  so  by  Stealth, 
ailing,  it  is  asserted,  that  it  Was  by  my  orders,  and  ithiat 
there  could  not  be  there  any  oilier  blacksmith  than  his.  I 
will  Change  nothing,  Monseigneur,  in  what  was  arranged  last 
Summer  until  I  bave  received  your  Orders.     It  is  a  delicate 
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matter  to  place  myself  in  the  Position  of  failing  to  keep  my 
word  with  them,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  Advisahle  to  Oifend 
the  Savages  of  that  Post  in  this  matter. 

I   remain   with   the   most  profound   Reapeat,   Monaeigneur, 
Tour  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

BEAUHAaKOIS 

OuxBEC,  October  1,  ITU. 


1742:     LATEST  NEWS   PTtOM  WESTERN   POSTS 

[Letter  from  Beaubantols  to  the  Freoch  Minister,  dated  Oct.  12,  1741 
MS.  in  archives  ol  MlnistSre  dea  Colonics,  Paris;  pressmark,  "NouTeUe 
France,  Postea  des  Pays  de  I'Ouest,  C.  11,  vol.  16,  (ol,  258."]i 

MoKsEioaEDB — Since  tlie  Letters  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing you  by  the  King's  ship  "le  Rubia"  regarding  the  poeta  of 
the  Upper  countiy  and  the  parleys  I  held  last  Summer  with 
the  various  Nations  that  came  down  to  Montreal,  I  have  re- 
ceived some  from  Missilimackinao,  la  Baye,  Kamanistigouia, 
fort  1ft  Heine,  Lao  des  Boia,  Miamis,  Ouyatanona,  Ouabache, 
and  fort  de  Ohartres  of  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  give 
you  an  aooaunt. 

THe  Sienr  de  Vercheree  writes  me  on  the  9&  of  Septenibar 
last,  that  he  had  caosed  to  be  peid  to  the  Sieor  Lanurqna 
and  Company  the  66  packages  that  the  Sieur  de  la  Vexeadxyt 
owed  to  their  Firm,  and  had  caused  24  others  to  be  handed  to 
the  Sieur  Legras  for  the  goods  that  Finn  had  left  in  the  west- 
em  Posta.  Hius,  MoDeedgneur,  this  matter  ia  settled  by  vir- 
tue of  The  order  I  gave,  a  Copy  whereof  I  have  Had  the  honor 
of  Sending  you. 

That  officer  writes  me  that  be  caused  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Scioux  Qiiefs  who  came  here  last  Summer,  the  two  Captives 

•  Three  volumes  entitled  "Postes  des  Pays  de  I'Ouest"  collect  material 
from  the  correspondence  of  Cadillac,  Dulutb,  tbe  yerendrree,  etc, 
^lefly  about  the  discovery  of  the  Western  Sea.  See  Canadian  Archtvei, 
1487,  pp.  cclzxv-cclxxxll, — Ete. 
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of  their  Nation  that  I  had  promised  in  my  private  Exxxm 
should  be  handed  over  to  them  from  amongst  those  who  were 
to  coma  down  in  la  Collets  party.  He  writes  me  that  the  Out- 
aouaos  of  his  Post  held  a  Council  in  his  presence  with  the 
Sakis,  Eenards,  Puants,  Scioux,  and  Sauteux,  in  which  the 
former  spoke  advising  them  not  to  detach  themselves  from  me^ 
and,  following  their  Example,  to  Listen  to  my  advice  and  fol- 
low it;  That  he  cannot  but  be  satisfied  with  Theml  as  all  ap- 
peared (judging  by  the  answers  they  gave  the  Outaouacs)  to 
Be  disposed  to  do  my  will. 

The  Sieur  Marin  Writes  me  from  Missilimakinac  on  tiLe 
8rh  of  September  that  he  arrived  there  on  the  3rd  of  the  same 
month,  and  had  Confirmation  of  the  news  of  the  blow  struck 
by  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  at  the  Ben- 
ards  and  Scioux,  when  they  killed  a  mem  of  eac^  ITatioin. 
He  adds  that  the  Scioux  and  Eenards  have  not  yet  raised  any 
band  to  avenge  themselves  for  all  the  blows  that  have  Been 
struck  at  them ;  that  they  will  not  move  until  they  have  spoken 
to  him,  and,  moreover,  that  the  Scioux  appeared  to  be  as  much 
pleased  with  the  two  Captives  the  Sieur  de  Yercheres  delivered 
to  them,  as  with  the  advice  I  had  given  them  on  that  occasion. 

The  Sieur  de  Sacquespee  Writes  me  from  la  Baye  on  the 
29th  of  August  last  that  all  Was  quiet  at  that  Poet;  That  the 
Sakis  and  Benards  had  kept  their  word  and  had  made  no 
noovement  to  avenge  themselves  for  the  blow  struck  at  Thens  by 
the  f olles-avoines ;  That  the  latter  had  received  a  Flag  from 
the  Sauteux  of  la  pointe  de  Chagouamigon  to  draw  lliem 
There.  I  cannot  think  that  the  folles-avoines  will  decide  to 
leave  so  fertile  a  country  as  that  which  they  occupy  to  go  and 
live  in  an  unfertile  one.  Moreover,  thoee  two  Nations  came 
down  last  Summer  and  there  was  no  question  of  it  in  the 
Councils  I  held  with  ThenL  ITevertheless,  if  the  folles- 
avoines  accept  the  Sauteux*  proposal,  I  will  do  my  beet  to  Pre- 
vent the  Execution  thereof.  Meanwhile  I  think  the  Sieur 
Marin  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  oppose  it^  inasmuch  as  such 
Migration  would  be  contrary  to  the  gpoi  of  the  service,  be- 
cause the  Sauteux,  supported  by  the  foUes-avoineB^  mi^t  cor- 
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nint  the  latter  and  break  the  peace  they  have  invade  with  the 
Scioux,  and,  with  that  object,  join  the  Sauteiix  of  Sanlt  Sta 
Marie  or  Kamanistigoiiia,  who  have  planned  to  continue  their 
war  against  the  Scioux  as  I  am  informed  and  as  I  have  The 
honor  to  Explain  further  on. 

Father  Coquart,  who  has  returned  from  the  )post  of  Eam- 
anistigouia.  Writes  me  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  That^  while 
the  Sieur  de  la  Verendrye's  people  Were  at  the  grand  port- 
age, ^  the  Sauteux  of  that  Post  came  there  to  hold  a  Council 
with  a  Savagie  Chief  of  that  Place,  a  very  influential  nmn; 
That  last  Spring  that  Chief  told  him  he  Had  determined  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  Scioux;  That  he  had  made  mianj  repre- 
sentations to  him^  telling  him  that  this  Was  acting  directly 
in  opposition  to  my  orders;  That  the  result  of  the  various 
councils  that  were  held,  Was  that  the  Sauteux  of  la  Pointo 
de  Chagouamigon  (who  came  down  to  Montreal  last  Summer 
to  confirm  the  Peace  they  had  made  with  the  Scioux)  were 
to  mislead  them  during  a  portion  of  the  winter  by  living  on 
good  terms  with  Them;  That  the  Scioux,  thinking  them- 
selves at  peace  and  suspecting  nothing,  would  suddenly  find 
tlicir  Enemies  on  their  Hands;  That  that  Chief  with  the 
people  of  Xcpigon,  Kamanisti^uia,  Tekamamiouene,  Mou- 
sonis,  (Vistinaux,  and  Assinibocls,  are  to  fall  on  them,  and 
Slauchter  as  many  of  them  as  they  can;  That  they  are  fully 
rosolved  to  destroy  them  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done  to 
Prevent  it ;  That  that  Chief  is  a  man  of  decision  whose 
intrepidity  produces  an  impression  on  the  others;  That  he  had 
tcAc]  liim  last  spring  the  Scioux  Were  good  only  to  be  eaten, 


lAt  the  mouth  of  Kaministiquia  River,  on  Thunder  Bay,  Duluth  built 
a  stockade  fort  as  early  as  1678.  This  was  re-established  by  La  Noue 
in  1717,  and  maintained  until  the  close  of  the  French  regime.  It  com- 
manded one  route  to  the  great  series  of  northern  lakes  and  rivers 
which  La  V6rendrye  was  attempting  to  thread.  An  easier  but  longer 
passage  was  by  way  of  Pigeon  River,  a  short  distance  below  Kaminis- 
tiquia. This  latter  route  was  known  as  the  Grand  Portage — a  term 
later  applied  to  the  locality  on  Lake  Superior. — Ed. 
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and  that,  for  his  part  he  wanted  to  kill  enough  of  themi  to  feeed 
his  village. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Verendrye  Writes  me  on  the  2nd  and  12th 
of  May  last,  that  he  went  to  fort  La  Eeine^  on  the  13th  of 
October  of  last  year;  That  in  passing  by  TSkamamiouenne* 
he  found  the  savages  singing  war-songs  while  awaiting  himi  to 
so  and  strike  the  Scioux;  That  on  his  arrival  at  Lao  des  Boifl 
(Lake  of  the  Woods),  he  found  a  great  many  Moneonis  and 
Ohristinaux  assembled  there  with  the  same  object;  That  they 
told  him  he  must  not  be  surprised  at  their  going  to  strike  the 
Scioux,  and  that  all  the  nations  of  the  Interior  had  received 
word  to  come  to  the  rendezvous  in  the  prairies  in  the  month 
of  December  last;  That  they  did  not  think  he  would  oppose 
their  design,  as  they  were  going  to  avenge  French  blood  and 
their  Chiefs  that  had  Been  killed;  That  he  answered  them 
hft  Was  surprised  at  this  violent  measure  contrary  to  the  promr 
ise  they  had  given  him  to  Take  no  steps  for  a  war  exoept  in 
accordance  with  my  will,  all  the  more  so  as  I  Was  disposed 
to  T>ardon  the  Scioux  in  consequence  of  the  petition  they  had 
presented  and  caused  to  be  presented  to  me;  That  this  would 
disturb  the  land  afresh  and  bar  the  road  to  the  French,  and 
Finally,  as  the  son  of  one  of  their  great  Cbiefs  was  a  C5aptive 
ill  that  Nation,  and  the  Sieur  Marin  had  promised  him  to 
redeem  him,  it  would  not  be  the  way  to  withdraw  him  from 
their  hands  if  they  went  to  strike  Them.  Notwithstanding 
all  these  representations  to  which  he  added  presents,  he  oould 
not  succeed  in  Preventing  them  from  striking  the  blow  whidi 
I  had  the  honor  of  Reporting  to  you,  and  which,  from  what 
that  officer  writes  me,  will  keep  up  that  war  owing  to  their 
losing  two  influential  Oliiefs:    That  they  had  also  intended  to 


iFort  La  Relne  was  built  by  La  Verendrye,  Oct  3,  1738,  at  Portage 
la  Prairie  on  Assiniboin  River,  above  the  present  Fort  Garry.  From 
this  post  the  expeditions  set  forth  that  reached  the  Mandan,  and  ob- 
tained the  first  view  of  the  Hocky  Mountains.  See  Thwaites,  Rocky 
Mountain  Explora^n   (New  York,  1904),  pp.   29-36. 

2  La  V^rendrye's  post  St.  Pierre,  on  Rainy  Lake,,  was  often  called 
Tekamamiouen,  from  the  native  word  for  that  body  of  water. — Ed. 
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strike  the  Wood  Scioux/  and  that^  disregaxding  every  Con- 
sideration, nothing  could  stop  them,  for  they  said  their  Shoes 
Were  made  for  the  Carrying  out  of  their  project 

Tlie  Sieur  Benoist,  Commandant  of  fort  de  Chartree,  Wrote 
me  on  the  16th  of  May  last  that  he  had  disoovered  a  Con- 
spiracy of  the  ninois  instigated  by  the  Emglish  and  the  Oii- 
eachas  to  attack  the  French  of  his  Post'  You  will  find  a 
copy  annexed  hereto,  Monsei^eur.  He  likewise  Wrote  to  the 
Sieurs  St  Ange,  Commandant  at  Ouabache,  St.  Vincent*  at 
Ouyatanons,  St.  Pierre  at  Miamis  and  de  Noyan  at  Detroit 
to  inform  them  of  this  eonfipiracy,  and  to  Urge  them,  to  cause 
to  pass  by  his  Post  all  the  Savages  who  might  go  on  the  war- 
path against  the  Chicachas,  especially  the  hurons  and  ihe  Iro- 
quois, in  order  to  intimidate  the  Ilinois.  The  Sieur  De 
Noyan  who  sent  me  the  Sieur  Benoist's  original  Letter  writes 
at  the  foot  of  that  Letter  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  De- 
ceive the  Savages  of  his  Post,  because  they  know  what  is  going 
on,  witliout  other  Explanation,  referring  me  to  the  Sieur 
Benoist's  Letter,  from  which  as  well  as  from  ithe  Sieur  De 
Novan's  remark,  I  infer  that,  inasmuch  as  no  other  news  has 
been  received  from  Detroit  than  what  I  Had  the  hoinor  of  re- 
porting tc)   you   by   my   Letter  of   the  15th  of   September  last 


iThe  Sioux  of  the  Woods  —  probably  the  tribe  known  as  Wahpeton, 
whose  name  indicated  "dwellers  among  deciduous  trees."  See  McGet*. 
"Siouan  Indians/'  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  EJthnology  Report,  1893-94. — Bo. 

2Benoist  de  St  Clair,  a  French  lieutenant  at  Mobile  between  172S- 
30;  in  1740  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  Fort  Chartres  and  the 
niinois  country,  where  he  remained  three  years,  being  sui)er8eded  by 
De  Bertel.  In  1749-51  he  was  again  commandant  in  the  Illinois.  A 
document  of  1742  (described  by  Gayarr6,  History  of  Louisiana,  i. 
p.  523)  speaks  of  the  arrest  of  some  English  traders  in  the  Illinois, 
who  were  to  be  sent  to  the  mines  of  New  Mexico. — Ed. 

8  Henri  Albert  de  St.  Vincent  sieur  de  Narcy,  son  of  a  promin^it 
member  of  the  Canadian  noblesse,  was  ensign  in  1727,  lieutenant  in 
1742,  and  captain  in  1749.  He  was  at  Lorette  in  1730,  was  sent  with 
a  convoy  to  Mackinac  in  1747,  and  signed  the  capitulation  of  Quebec 
(1769).— Ed. 
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respecting  the  hurons,  it  might  well  happen  that  they  are 
concerned  in  the  Conspiracy  of  the  Ilinois  judging  by  the 
difficulties  the  Sieur  De  !N'oyan  experiences  in  putting  tham 
on  tho  wrong  Scent  with  regard  ix>  the  Bands  they  may  Eaise 
to  strike  the  Chioachas.  And  if  to  these  reflections  we  add 
the  conduct  of  the  Ghaouanons,  this  confirma  what  I  took  the 
Liberty  of  writing  you,  namely:  that  the  English  make 
use  of  every  means  to  succeed  in  corrupting  our  savages, 
sacrificing  moreover,  in  the  f  ulfiUment  of  their  design,  consid- 
erable sums  which  they  distribute  in  the  shape  of  presents  in 
all  the  villages  which  they  wish  either  to  attract  to  them  or 
to  unite  to  the  Nations  that  are  our  Enemies. 

Such,  Monseigneur,  are  the  projects  against  which  I  have 
for  a  long  while  been  contending  and  to  which  I  will  con- 
tinue to  devote  special  attention  in  order  to  thwart  them  as 
much  as  possible. 

*******  * 

From  all  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  Mon- 
seigneur, regarding  what  has  been  written  me  from  the  various 
Posts,  it  may  be  concluded  that,  so  long  as  the  Chicacbas,  Ch6r- 
akis  and  Xatchez  are  not  subdued,  the  English  will  seize  every 
opportunity  to  win  over  to  their  interests  as  miany  Nations  as 
they  can  succeed  in  corrupting. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  Experience  I  have,  that  the  Savages 
are  much  more  diflScult  to  restrain  than  they  were  before  it  was 
decided  to  destroy  those  three  Nations,  and,  although  I  have 
acted  with  greater  Circumepection  toward  Them^  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  English  are  so  pressing  and'  their  gifts  to  them  are 
so  great  that  virtually  nothing  more  remains  for  me  to  do  than 
to  counteract  the  influence  they  have  over  Them,  especially  as 
You  have  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  me  not  to  have  those 
Hjostile  nations  attacked  by  the  French,  without  having  pre- 
viously received  your  orders,  and  to  content  myself  with  getting 
the  Savages  to  act  This  I  have  Done,  and  on  that  occasion  I 
treated  the  Scioux,  Eenards,  and  Sakis  with  circumspection,  to 
prevent  their  giving  us  trouble,  and  I  may  add,  Monseigneur, 
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that  I  do  not  think,  OTen  if  all  the  Naticms  of  the  western  Seft 

were  to  Fall  on  Them,  they  would  strike  a  blow  at  the  iYench, 

owine  to  the  Hope  I  gave  them  that  their  CaptiTea  wanld  be 

delivered  to  themi;  and,  if  the  Ilinois  follow  np  their  Oooepir* 

acy,  I  do  not  believe  I  would  have  any  diflSooIty  in  having  Them 

Btruok  by  the  Sakis  and  Banaida,  who  havoi  fram  aU  tbne^  Been 

their  declared  Enemiea. 

I  remain  with  veiy  profound  Beepeot^  Monaeigneor,  Your 

veiy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant^ 

OUKBBO,  October  12,  1742.  BBAUHJjarOIl 


1742:     liARIN  RBQUBSTS  LSAVB  OF  ABSBNGB 

[Letter  of  Beauliamoia  to  the  French  Miniater,  dated  Nov.  S,  1741. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  dea  Coloniea,  Paris;  preesmarfc,  'Xtei* 
ada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  76,  c.  11,  foL  248."] 

MoNSBiGNsuB — ^Tho  Siour  Marin,  having  written  me  tbafc 
business  called  him  back  to  France,  begs  me  to  ask  a  leave  of 
absence  for  him  so  that  he  may  go  next  year.  You  had  the  kind- 
ness, Monseigneur,  to  obtain  one  for  him  [in  17S6].  As  he 
Has  been  continuously  deta<^hed  on  duty  among  the  Savages,  I 
Will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  if  you  have  the  kindness  to 
^rant  it 

I  have  not  dared,  Monseigneur,  to  propose  to  you  his  son  for 
an  Expectancy  of  an  Ensignship  of  the  Second  class,  consider- 
ing that  you  do  not  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Father; 
however,  I  ann  persuaded,  Monseigneur,  that  when  you  have 
Examined  his  conduct^  you  will  be  willing  to  obtain  this  favor 
for  his  son,  who  went  to  the  Chicacha  campaign  although  ill  and 
dissuaded  by  the  Officers.  It  is  he  \vho  went  to  get  the  Scioux 
in  their  country  and  brought  thorn  to  La  Baye.  Finally,  Mon- 
soierneur,  he  is  a  strong  and  vigorous  young  man  of  Great  promr 
ise ;  he  has  the  Support  of  all  the  best  people,  and  deserves  the 
favor  of  the  King. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  humh 
ble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Quebec,  November  2,  1742.  Beauhasnois 
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1742:     JESUITS  AND  THE  DETROIT  HURON 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  12,  1742. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  249.] 

MoNSEioNEUE — ^I  have  at  last  received  a  Letter  from  Father 
de  la  Richardie  which  Was  handed  to  me  only  on  the  10th  of 
this  montL  Judging  by  appearances  it  was  not  Believed  that 
any  other  shipe  would  sail.  He  tells  me  thait  he  has  Written 
me  several  others,  but  I  have  considered,  Monseigneur,  that  aa 
these  Fathers  generally  Send  their  Letters  under  a  flying  Seel 
to  their  Superiors  the  latter  Suppress  them  when  not  in  Accord- 
ance with  their  views.  I  would  Naturally  observe,  Monseign- 
eur,  that  Duplicity  is  pushed  too  far  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
Father,  who  writes  me  lastly  that  he  has  obtained  the  Consent 
of  the  hurons  whom  he  calls  his  savages  as  if  they  belonged  to 
him  as  their  absolute  master,  that  he  has  Induced  them:  to  Settle 
at  la  grande  Terre,  as  it  was  not  Advisable  they  should  do  so  at 
^063  isle,  a  plan  I  always  opposed,  because  It  meant  their  being 
tolerated  there  as  in  a  place  of  refuge,  and  they  might  domineer 
over  the  French.  Monsieur  de  Noyan  says  absolutely  noth- 
ing in  the  Letter  he  Wrote  me  on  his  arrival  at  Montreal, 
and  Monsieur  de  Beaucours  writes  me  he  Had  told  him'  he  had 
Taken  possession  of  that  grosse  isle  in  the  name  of  the  French, 
as  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the  service  that  thaf  Natioo 
should  Establish  themiselves  there  in  view  of  the  Consequences 
that  might  result. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauharnois 
Quebec,  November  12,  1742. 
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1748:     COMMANDANTS  OF  WB8TERN  POSTS 
[Sonroe,  same  as  preeedinc  docnmeiit,  Imt  toL  79,  toL  IW.] 

List  of  ihe  offieers  serving  in  (he  various  Posts  of  fhe  Cdlcmjf 
in  The  year  17 iS. 

Fort  St  frederic:^  The  Sieurs  De  fouville^  Gaptain,  Oomr 
mandant  herbin  the  Elder.  Chevalier  de  GkumeB.  De  Boift- 
hebert     Chevalier  de  Bepentigny. 

Fort  Chambly :'  The  Sieur  herbin  the  younger,  Lieutenant^ 
Commandant 

Niagara  :^  The  Sieurs  de  Raymond,  lieutenant,  Command- 
ant   Beaujeu  de  Villemonde.     Du  Buisson.     De  Gannes. 

Fort  frontenac:  The  Sieurs  de  St  Ours^  Captain^  Oqi» 
mandant  Douville,  doing  duty  as  Intorpreter.  De  Fortneof. 
Mazieres  de  Maisoncelles 

Miflsilimakinac :  The  Sieurs  de  VerohereB^  Captain,  Oodip 
mandant    De  Gasp&^ 

Detroit:  The  Sieurs  Chevalier  de  Longueuil,  Captain  Oqi» 
mandant*     Croizille  de  Courtemanche. 

NSpigon :  The  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Bamezay,  Captain,  Comn 
mandant^ 


1  Crown  Point,  on  Liake  Champlaln,  where  Fort  St  Fr6d6rlc  was  built 
In  1731.  The  French  post  at  this  place  was  abandoned  and  destroyed 
in  1769.— Bd. 

sThe  fort  at  Chambl>  wae  built  in  1665  as  an  outpost  to  protect 
the  colony  against  the  Iroquois. — Ed. 

•For  Fort  Niagara  see  Wis,  Hist  Colls,,  xvi,  p.  128,  note  1. — Ed, 

«Ignace  Aubert,  dit  de  Qasp6,  was  bom  in  1714  and  married  (1746) 
Marie-Anne  Coulon  de  Villiers.  In  1739  he  was  appointed  enslgDv 
lieutenant  in  1749,  and  captain  in  1756. — Ed. 

BPaul  Joseph  le  Moyne  de  Longueuil,  second  baron  of  that  name^  was 
son  of  Charles,  the  first  baron,  for  whom  see  ante,  p.  10,  nOte  2.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  officers  of  New  France,  being  later  made 
colonel  and  governor  of  Three  Rivers,  which  position  he  held  at  the 
time  of  the  English  conquest  (1759). — ^Ed. 

« Later  lieutenant-colonel  of  colonial  troops,  and  lieutenant  for  the 
king  at  Quebec. — ^Ed. 
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Riviere  St  Joseph:  The  Sieur  Chevalier  de  ViUierB,  Bo- 
£ign,  Commandant^ 

Ouyatanons:  The  Sieiir  de  la  Pemere,  Ensign,  Com- 
mandant* 

Miamis:  The  Sieur  St  Pierre  de  Bepentigny^  lieutenant^ 
Commandant 

Chagouamigon :  The  Sieur  de  Laronde,  Ensign,  Command- 
ant 

Kamanistigouia:  The  Sieur  La  Come  du  Breuil^  Ensign, 
Commandant* 

La  Baye:  The  Sieur  de  Lusignan,  Lieutenant^  Comimand- 
ant. 

Westemi  Poets:  TWie  Sieur  de  la  Verendrye,  Lieutenant^ 
Commandant 


1743:     LEAD-MINING  IN  WISCONSIN 

[A  description  of  the  process  of  lead-mining  in  the  Galena  district  la 
given,  from  a  contemporary  document,  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls,,  xiii,  pp. 
276,  277.  The  citation  ther<^  should  be  Butterfield,  History  of  Chrant 
County,  Wiv.     luuicago,  1881),  p.  393.] 


1743:     FARMING  THE  WESTBOEIN  POSTS 

[Letter  of  Varin  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  June  26,  1743.  MS. 
in  archives  of  Minlstdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Cor- 
resp.  g6n.,  vol.  80,  c.  11,  fol.  298."] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — I  hsve  the  honor  to  report  that  MonBieixii 
Hocquart  left   on  the  3rd  of  this  month  for  Montreal  and 


iFor  the  family  of  Coulon  de  ViUiers  see  Of^e^  p.  188,  note  1. — Ed* 
2  Francois  Clement  Boucher,  Sieur  de  la  Perrldre^  bom  in  1708,  a^ 
pointed  ensign  in  1736,  lieutenant  in  1748,  captain  in  1766,  and  killed 
at  the  siege  of  Quebec,  Sept.  13, 1769.    He  was  the  son  of  R6n6  Boucher, 
Sieur  de  la  Perridre,  for  whom  see  ante,  p.  16,  note  1. — ^Sb. 

s  Francois  Josu6  de  la  Come  Dubreuil  was  bom  in  1710.  After  hit 
service  at  Kaministiquia,  he  was  raised  to  a  lieutenancy,  and  died  Ia 
Quebec  in  1764. — Ed. 
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reached  there  on  the  9th.  Hub  joumey  ^vbs  vndertalDeii  in  ooor 
nec^tion  with  the  arrax^gementB  to  be  made  r^gwdixig  tiie  po0ti 
of  the  upper  Country  four  of  which  were  fanned  oat  on  the  26lih 
of  Mardi  last,  a  list  whereof  is  annezed,  and  also  wiHi  the  dis- 
sensions that  have  arisen  for  some  monthe  between  the  Offioen 
of  the  Montreal  jurisdiction  and  to  which  he  hae  pat  m  end 
since  his  arrival  there  as  he  has  written  me. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect^  Monseigneor,  Yoor 
▼erv  humble  and  very  Obedient  servant^ 

QuKBBO,  June  26,  1748. 


[Bnclosure  in  above.  Source  same  as  preceding  documentp  Ifot  yoL 
W.  fol.  79.] 

Posts  of  the  upper  Country  farmed  out  at  the  sale  &y  aucHon 
held  on  the  IB6th  of  March,  17 iS,  at  the  Chateau  8t.  LouIb, 
To  Wit: 

This  post  has  no     Temiscamingue  adjudged  to 
Oommandant  the  Sieur  Grogiiet  for  Ma- 

dam©   Bouat^    at  5,600    livers 

Michipiooton  adjudged  to  the 
Idem  Sienr  Gatineau'  at  3,750 


iJean  Victor  Varin,  Sieur  de  la  Mare,  was  a  councillor  and  the  comp- 
troller of  the  marine  for  the  colony.  He  was  the  son  of  Sieur  de  la 
Sablonidre,  a  gendarme  of  the  king's  guard,  who  had  come  to  Canada 
after  serving  under  James  II  of  England. — Ed, 

sGoguet  was  a  common  surname  in  New  France;  probably  this  was 
Denis,  a  merchant  of  Quebec,  who  married  there  in  1738.  Agathe  le 
Gardeur  was  the  widow  of  Francois-Marie  Bouat,  a  former  lieutenant- 
general  of  Montreal,  who  died  in  1726. — Ed. 

sjean  Baptiste  Duplessis  Oatineau,  bom  in  1671,  died  in  1760. 
served  as  captain  of  the  militia  in  his  district. — Ed. 
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There  is  an  officer     The  WiatanoD£  adjudged  to 

in  Command  at        The   Sieur   de   Voisy^  at       3,000 
this  Post 

La  Baje,  including  the  Scioux, 
adjudged  to  the  Sieur  de 
Idem  la  Gorgendiere,^  who  has 

transferred  the  same  to  the 
Sieur  daillebout  and  other 
voyageurs  at  8,100 


20,450  Uvres 


1743:     POLICY  TOWARD  FOXES  AND  SIOUX  JUSTIFIED; 

ILLINOIS  AND  CHICKASAW 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  18,  1743. 
liource,  same  as  yreceding  document,  but  vol.  79,  fol.  116.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  tiie 
honor  of  writing  me  on  the  31st  of  May  last. 

I  noted  what  you  do  me  the  honor  of  telling  me  regarding  the 
care  you  recommended  me  to  take  to  Prevent  the  union  of  the 
Sioux  with  the  Eenards,  the  motives  whereof  seemed  all  the 
more  solid  to  you,  Monseigneur,  that  what  was  written  you  in 
the  month  of  February  last  by  Monsieur  de  Bienville,*  justifies 
the  suspicions  you  had  r^arding  the  unfortunate  oonsequences 
that  might  result  from  such  Union.     With  regard  to  the  first 

1  Sieur  de  Voisy  was  a  resident  of  the  lower  town  of  Quebec,  where 
his  house  was  burned  during  the  Bnglish  bombardment  of  that  city 
in  1759.-— Ed. 

3  Joseph  de  Fleury,  Sieur  de  la  Gorgendidre,  a  son  of  a  governor  of 
Montreal,  was  bom  1676;  in  1702  he  married  Claire,  daughter  of  Louis 
Jolliet,  the  explorer,  and  died  in  1755. — ^Bd. 

s  Jean  Baptiste  le  Moyne,  Sieur  de  Bienville,  was  bom  in  Canada  In 
1680;  he  accompanied  his  brother  Iberville  upon  the  expedition  which 
founded  Louisiana,  and  was  himself  governor  thereof  during  1718-26 
and  1733-42.    He  died  in  Parts  in  1767.— Bd. 
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Item  coTiceming  the  recommendation  jou  were  pleased  to  con- 
vey to  me  to  sejMirate  the  Sioux  from  the  Keuanls,  I  bad  the 
honor,  Monseigneur,  in  my  letter  of  the  34th  of  September  of 
last  year,  to  report  tie  steps  taken  by  the  Sioux,  as  well  a£  the 
Sakis  and  Eenarda,  to  approach  nac  and  the  reasons  that  in- 
dncod  them  lo  do  so.  1  annexed  to  that  de3pat<ili  the  speeches 
of  those  Savages  and  my  rojtiiw  tliereto,  anil  I  took  the  Iil)erty 
of  pointing  out,  Mouseigneur,  ihat  in  view  of  the  favorable  dls- 
positions  with  ■which  they  seemed  animated,  I  ooiild  not  at 
least  avoid  appearing  to  believe  them.  With  regard  to  that  ob- 
I'pct  and  to  that  which  includes  tlie  news  oommunicated  to  you 
bv  Monsieur  de  Eieaiville,  I  would  add  tJiat  it  seemed  contrary 
t"  iho  welfare  of  the  service  and  to  the  peace  it  is  Sou^t  to 
establish  that  I  ahould  reject  the  application  the  Sioux  had  come 
to  make  to  me,  and  the  difficulties  Were  no  less  Embarassing  as 
regards  breaking  off  the  union  that  reigned  between  the  Sious 
and  the  Remards  before  both  had  decided  to  come  to  me  and  sue 
for  Peace.  Whatever  Knowledge  one  may  have — and  I  myself 
have  studied  it — of  the  Turbulence  of  the  sioux  and  the  Spirit 
of  revenge  wherewith  the  Renards  may  be  animated,  the  plan 
of  calming  Minds  by  Conciliatory  means  Seemed  the  only  ono 
il  was  possible  for  me  to  adopt  imder  the  circumstances.  For, 
bm!  Iho  Sioux'  promises  been  rejected,  how  could  we  secure  our- 
selves against  tlieir  resentment  while  endeavoring  at  the  siUDe 
time  to  maintain  tranquillity  in  the  Post^  when  the  difBculties 
of  subduing  them'  by  force  seem  insunuoimtable  ?  On  the  other 
hnnd,  it  did  not  seem  possible  to  separate  the  Kenards  from  tiie 
Sioux'  intereets  judging  by  the  Close  friendahip  that  seemeil  to 
exist  betweemi  them  when  they  came  down  ■wiHi  *he  Sieur  Marin, 
and  even  if  it  could  be  done,  it  could  result  <m\y  in  kindling  a 
fresh  war  between  the  Nations  and  in  interrupting  tranquillity 
in  all  the  Posts  more  than  ever.  Moreover,  Mx>nseigneur,  the 
conduct  of  both  since  they  came  down  with  the  Sieur  Marin 
cannot  make  me  regret  the  attitude  I  took  toward  them,  and  al- 
though I  cannol:  warrant  how  long  those  savages  will  keep  thedr 
promisee,  circumstances  do  not  permit  of  my  acting  otherwise 
than  I  have  done.  I  think  the  drawbacks  would  have  been  mnl- 
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tiplied  instead  of  obviated  had  I  endeavored  to  break  off  the 
union  between  those  Nations  rather  than  allow  it  to  subsist^  be- 
cause, as  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  you, 
Monseigneur,  if  the  change  in  the  Sioux  be  apparent  only, 
We  are  not  in  Position  to  make  them  more  sincere  by  force; 
and  if,  on.  the  other  Hand,  the  Banards  are  dissembling  their 
resentment  and  have  no  other  objects  in  view  than  the  stepe  they 
have  taken  to  unite  with  the  Sioux,  any  precautions  on  my  part 
to  Prevent  this  would  be  useless;  and,  as  a  final  reflection,  I 
would  add  that  if  no  reliance  can  be  placed  cm  the  promises  of 
the  Benards,  much  less  could  any  be  placed  on  those  they  might 
make  to  break  off  their  friendship  with  a  Nation  such  as  lihe 
Sioux,  whom  they  Look  upon  as  a  safe  refuge  if  they  have  any 
evil  desi^s,  and  against  whom  it  is  very  far  from  their  interest 
to  declare  themselves. 

The  considerations  I  have  just  had  the  honor  Ito  present  to 
you,  Monseigneur,  with  r^ard  to  those  savages,  lead  me  to  Hope 
that  you  will  approve  my  conduct  Respecting  them*,  and  I  veur 
ture  to  assure  you  that  if  I  hdd  the  means  of  imposing  a  law  on 
them  and  of  making  them  observe  it,  there  would  be  nothing  to 
fear  from  their  dissimulation  or  their  resentment.  In  any  case 
I  will  have  the  Renards'  actions  closely  watched,  and  I  have 
given  my  orders  in  consequence  to  the  Sieur  de  Lusignan  whom 
I  have  Sent  in  the  place  of  the  Sieur  Marin.  Those  savages 
as  well  as  the  Sakis  are  all  assembled  at  the  place  indicated  to 
them  by  that  officer  with  the  exception  of  ten  Cobins  that  ane 
at  Chikagou  and  two  at  Meloaky  [Milwaukee].  I  have  the 
honor  to  append  the  speeches  of  thoee  Nations  and  the  amBware 
I  ^ave  them  in  the  same  council  wherein  I  assembled  them  all 
Expressly  to  settle  the  affair  that  had  occurred  on  the  part  of 
tho  Ouasses  Sauteux^  of  Kamanistigouia  with  Regard  to  the 
Sioux,  Sakis  and  Renards.     They  all  went  away  satisfied,  the 


iFor  a  description  of  this  Chippewa  tribe,  whose  usual  habitat  was 
between  the  Michipicoteu  and  Nipigon  rivers,  see  Thwaites,  Early 
Western  Travels,  ii,  p.  134. — Ed, 
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Oiinsses  haring  abore  all  aagured  them  that  they  had  not  yet 
liecn  informed  at  the  time  that  I  had  withdrawn  my  Tomahawk 
and  that  I  wished  them  to  remain  quiet  So  I  do  ucrt  think 
that  affair  will  have  any  other  consequences. 

I  also  append  the  worda  of  the  Sionx,  Sakis^  and  Renard 
Chiefs  to  the  Sieur  Marin  during  last  winter  and  Spring, 

r  had  been  informed  of  the  secret  plots  that  were  being 
hatched  between  the  Ilinois  and  the  Chicachaa.  The  former 
endeavored  to  clear  themselves  of  the  suspicions  to  which  tliedr 
dealings  with  the  Chioaehas  had  given  rise,  but,  whatever  they 
do,  they  are  a  Nation  that  it  is  neeesaary  to  watch,  and  that  is 
what  I  reoommend  to  tlie  oi£Bcer8  of  the  Poets  in  their  Country 
not  to  forget. 

I  was  not  informed,  Monaoigneur,  of  the  nen's  yon  received 
from  Monsieur  de  Bienville  regarding  the  Chicacdtas  leaving 
their  lands  to  withdraw  in  the  direction  of  Carolina,  nor  that 
nonie  have  already  taken  that  Boad.  It  may  be  that  they  have 
taken  that  st^p  owing  to  their  losses,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
news  needs  confirmation. 

Tn  any  case  I  will  continue  to  Urge  the  Nations  of  this  Coun- 
Iry  to  harass  them,  until  I  am  informed  that  it  ia  necsBsary  to 
uease  doing  so.  Several  bands  went  there  last  Spring,  without 
oounting  that  whiob  the  hurons  propoee  to  raise  when  they  have 
put  their  village  in  Order. 

T  remain  with  very  profound  Bespeot,  Monseigiiear,  Tour 
■very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant,  ' 

BsAtrHAsirois 

Qvaac,  September  18,  174S. 
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1743:     EXPENSES  FOR  THE  FOXES  AND  SIOUX;  MARIN'S 

SERVICBSi 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Beauhamols  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct  13,  1743.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  167.] 

MoNSEiGNEUB — ^I  am  really  mortified,  Monseigneniry  that  yoa 
are  sorry  to  see  the  expenses  for  the  Savages  increasing  every 
year.  I  venture,  however,  to  assuiie  you  that  I  oomtract  them 
only  in  cases  where  the  Service  absolutely  requires  it;  and  the 
erreater  or  lesser  importance  of  the  matters  of  which  I  have  to 
treat  with  the  different  ^NTations  can  not  render  this  expense 
other  than  shifting,  increasing  or  diminishing  According  to  cir- 
cumstances. I  know,  Monseigneur,  that  the  presents  were  con- 
siderable last  year  on  account  of  those  I  had  to  make  to  tlie 
Sioux,  Sakis,  and  Benards,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting 
to  you.  The  motives  of  their  coming  and  the  advantages  we 
may  Hope  from  the  promises  which  they  have  made  to  mie^ 
Bequired  that  I  should  send  them  away  content^  which  can 
only  be  accomplished  iu;  this  Way.  Although  these  as  well  aa 
other  Savages  Have  come  down  rdiis  Summer  in  great  numbera, 
presents  of  this  sort  wiU  not  amount  to  nearly  as  much  as  they 
did  last  year.  If ,  as  I  naturally  presume^  no  other  expenses  are 
Included  with  them ;  and  I  B^  you  to  believe  that,  as  far  as  I 
am  conjoemed,  nothing  is  Included  except  what  I  can  not  refuse 
for  the  good  of  the  Service, 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  Monseigneur,  in  my  oomf 
mimication  of  September  16,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  in 
which  the  Sioux,  as  well  as  the  Sakis  and  Benards,  continue  to 
remain,  and  I  have  nothing  further  to  add. 

As  r^ards  the  Sieur  Marin^  I  had  anticipated  the  intentioins 
of  Has  Majesty,  in  giving  to  the  l^enr  de  Lusignan  the  Oomip 
niand  of  the  Post  at  La  Baye,  for  which  I  had  destined  Ae 
former,  less  with  a  view  of  having  him  profit  by  the  advantages 

iThe  first  part  of  this  letter,  relating  to  the  mission  Indians  and  the 
Croquois,  is  found  in  N.  7.  Colon,  Doa,,  ix,  pp.  1095-1099.— Bd. 
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which  this  Post  might  ofFer,  than  of  having  him  sucoeed,  as  he 
has  done,  in  the  mission  with  whidi  I  had  charged  him^  and  for 
which,  Monseigneur,  he  Was  eminently  fitted,  by  his  talents 
and  by  the  Eeputation  which  he  Has  acquired  among  the  'Rh- 
tions.  The  progrees  which  he  has  made  has  thus  far  answered 
my  expectations ;  and  I  can  give  him  no  more  Solid!  marks  of 
tho  Satisfaction  I  feel  with  these  negotiations,  which  I  have 
Had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  than  in  Begging  you  to 
grant  him  your  favor,  of  which  I  venture  to  assure  you  that  he 
is  worthy.  I  can  not  refuse  the  same  testimony  to  His  son, 
who  has  succeeded  in  the  details  which  the  Sieur  Marin  en- 
trusted to  him  in  these  Negotiations  as  completely  as  could  be 
Hoped. 

I  am  with  verj^  great  respect,  Monseigneur,  your  very  humble 

and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  13,  1743. 


1744:     TRANQUILITY  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY;   EVILS  OF 

LEASED  POSTS 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  9,  1844. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  81,  fol.  160.] 

MoNSEiGNEUK — I  havG  received  the  Letter  vou  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  me  on  the  30th  of  3klarcli  lasFt. 

Tha  Inirons  who  came  back  from  Sandoske  to  Settle  at  la 
grande  Terre  below  Detroit,  manifest  no  intention  of  Changing 
that  Settlement,  and  tlie  Idea  they  fonnerlj  had  of  Going  away 
secMns  to  have  Completely  Vanished.  I  am  also  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  tliey  received  the  Collar  and  the  hatchet 
1  ( '^\\se(\  to  bo  given  them  by  the  Sieur  de  Longueuil  on  The 
oconsion  of  the  Declaration  of  War.^     I  append  the  answers 


iThe  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  known  in  America  as  King 
George's  War,  broke  out  early  in  1744.  Beauhamois  received  news  of 
the  declaration  of  hostilities  in  the  late  spring  or  early  summer  of  this 
year. — ISd, 
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they  gave,  and  I  am  to  a  certain  extent  convinced  that  next 
winter  they  will  (aa  they  promised  me)  attack  the  English  Set- 
tlements and  especially  those  of  la  Belle  Eiviere  a  report  on 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  in  one  of  my  despatches.^ 
Moreover,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Sieur  de  Longiienil  gives  to 
the  service  of  that  Post  all  the  care  I  reconmuended  him  to  take 
in  Gk)verning  the  Savages,  and  so  far,  Monseigneur,  I  have  only 
good  Eeports  to  give  you  of  him. 

Father  Degonor  who  went  up  to  Detroit  last  year  to  relieve 
Father  de  la  Edchardie  came  back  last  Summer  on  account  of 
his  illness  which  even  compels  him  to  return  to  France.^  Father 
He  la  Eichardie  has  remained  in  charge  of  the  Mission  of  that 
Po?t.  For  the  past  tri^o  years  there  has  not  been  any  questioin 
of  the  causes  of  complaint  I  had  against  him,  and  I  think  his 
reflections  since  then  will  induce  him  to  behave  in  a  different 
nmnner  from  that  in  which  he  acted  Toward  me  in  the  past. 

I  admit,  Monseigneur,  that  Monsieur  hocquart  and  myself 
have  corsidered  the  Appointment  of  a  stationary  Conmiandant 
at  Detroit  as  one  of  the  surest  means  of  hastening  the  Settle- 
ment of  that  Post^  and,  if  it  appeared  to  you  that  I  Opposed 
your  first  idea,  the  reflections  that  have  since  occurred  to  me 
are  those  I  have  thought  well  founded  for  the  reasons  I  had  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  last  year,  and  to  which  I  have  nothing 
to  add.  Moreover  witli  r^ard  to  the  fresh  Information  you  are 
pleased  to  ask  of  me  on  this  subject,  I  will  await  His  Majesty's 
orders  respecting  what  he  may  deem  advisable  to  decide  in  Con- 
nection with  that  Commandant,  either  to  make  him  stationary, 
or  to  leave  Matters  on  their  present  footing. 

I  have  not  ceased,  MonseigUieur,  to  devote  my  attention  to 
maintaining  Peace  between  the  Sioux  and  the  Western  !N'ations 
as  well  as  with  the  Sauteux  of  Gamanistigouia  and  la  pointa 
I  have  also  instructed  the  Sieur  de  Noyelle  who  went  to  relieve 


iSee  N.  y.  Colon.  Docs,,  ix,  pp.  1103-1109,  for  Beauhamois's  reports 
of  the  arrangements  made  for  war  upon  the  ESnglish  colonies. — ^Bd. 

2  Note  on  margin  of  original  MS.,  apparently  in  Beauhamois's  hand- 
writing:    "He  did  not  go  after  all." 
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the  Sieur  de  la  Vereadrye  to  spare  no  Effort^  not  only  to  ICain- 
tain  peace  amongst  the  TureBtem  Kations,  bat  also  to  Induoe 
them  to  make  some  inoarsiona  against  the  English  in  that  ooan- 
try  and  I  hare  given  the  same  Chvlers  in  the  other  Posts.  But 
whatever  precantiona  and  care  may  be  taken  to  restrain  those 
eava^ies^  it  is  ralher  difficult  to  Prevent  the  hatred  they  have 
borne  one  another  for  a  great  ntiany  years  from  manifesting  it- 
self oooasionally  by  slight  acts  of  Treachery  which  Ihey  commit 
Amongst  themselves  and  whidi  happen  at  the  very  moment  tliflj 
are  supposed  to  be  reconciled  judging  by  appearances  and  by 
their  mutaal  promisee.  Such  was  Ihe  conduct  of  some  SKouz 
last  winter  toward  the  santeuz  of  la  pointe  de  GhagonamigosL 
one  of  whose  men  they  killed  in  the  Winter  quarters  while  they 
sent  another  back  to  the  village  after  cutting  off  his  earn.  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  to  Endeavor  to  stay  the  oonse- 
quenoes  of  this  affair,  But  as  soon  as  we  have  suooeeded  in  set- 
tling it^  peAaps  some  other  deed  will  be  oommitfted  in  anodier 
direction,  either  by  some  Giddy-pates  while  intoxicated,  or  by 
restless  Spirits,  in  which  the  villages  take  no  part  This  leads 
me  to  take  the  liberty  of  telling  you  that  we  cannot  Ikitirely 
concratulate  ourselves  on  nmintaining  a  very  lasting  peace 
amongst  those  N'ations,  nor  on  Completely  Removing  from  their 
minds,  the  hatred  they  have  of  one  another,  especially  the  west- 
em  Nations,  who  eaimot  forget  a  former  act  of  treachery 
whereof  the  Sioux  were  guilty  against  themi  and  the  memory 
whereof  they  have  promised  one  another  to  retain  for  ever.  In 
any  ease,  MoDseigneur,  I  have  everything  done  that  is  possible 
in  order  to  keep  themi  in  restraint  as  far  as  I  can,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  of  too  great  importance  to  allow  of  my  neglecting  any- 
thing that  may  depend  on  rae. 

I  will  comply,  Monseigneur,  with  what  His  Majesty  is 
pleased  to  recommend  to  me  Eegarding  the  farming  of  the 
Poets.  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  telling  you  that  I  would 
take,  in  what  concerns  me,  all  the  precautions  in  my  power  to 
obviate  the  drawbacks  I  Foresaw  in  the  farming  of  those  Posts. 
I  should  be  much  pleased,   Monseigneur,  were  none  to  arise. 
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But  the  poBts  of  !N'iagara  and  fort  Frontemac,  hy  the  mansjer  in 
which  they  are  Exploited,  seemi  already  to  oonfirmi  what  I  had 
at  first  thought  regarding  the  farmers  of  those  Poets.  In.  Ysct, 
Monseigneur,  the  Commandants  at  thoee  Places  did  not  oease 
this  Summer,  and  latterly  the  Sieur  do  Celeron,  to  send  me 
representations  respecting  the  great  number  of  Canjoes  that 
came  to  those  Posts  to  Trade  laden  with  Furs  and  Beaver  skins, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  go  and  trade  at  Choufighen,  because 
the  Store-houses  of  those  two  Posts  were  in  nowise  supplied  wilii 
the  goods  and  Effects  required  for  the  Trade;  and  it  is  estimated 
that  more  than  six  hundred  packages  went  out  from  Niagara 
and  were  taken  to  Choueghen.  Moreover  the  goods  there  are  at 
such  a  price  as  to  Completely  disgust  the  savages.  And  as 
these  two  matters  seem  to  me  to  affect  the  general  welfare  of 
the  colony's  trade, — -the  only  thing  I  have  Ever  Considered — I 
have  expressed  my  opinion  thereon  to  the  Sieur  Chalet^  who 
Exploits  those  Posts.  With  reference  to  the  first  Point,  he  re- 
plied to  me  that  he  had  supplied  the  Posts  with  everything  it 
was  possible  for  himj  to  send,  and,  as  to  the  other,  that  if  he 
had  to  lower  the  price  of  his  goods,  he  would  prefer  to  cancel 
his  lease  and  that  the  trade  should  be  carried  on:  for  the  King's 
Account.  I  thought^  Monseigneur,  that  the  obligation!  I  am 
under  to  report  to  you  what  happens  in  this  Colony  Biequired 
me  to  inform  you  of  these  Circumstances,  to  which  you  will  be 
pleased  to  devote  such  attention  as  you  may  deem  neoessaiy,,  as 
I  myself  can  apply  no  remedy,  although  the  subject  is  of  the 
highest  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  list  of  the  Officers  who  are 
on  Duty  in  the  various  Posts  this  year. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Beq)ect^  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

BEAXJHABKOra 
Quebec,  October  9,  1744. 


1  Francois  Chalet,  a  merchant  of  Brest,  bom  in  1705,  was  director  in 
Canada  for  the  associates  of  La  Compagnle  des  Indes-Occldentales. 
He  died  at  Quebec  In  1747. — Bd. 
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1744:     ARRANGBBfHNTS  FOR  WBSTBRN  POSTS 

[Bztract  from  a  letter  of  BeauhamolB  and  Hooquart  to  the  Flrench 
Hinister,  dated  Oct  14,  1744.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document 
but  vol.  81,  fol.  12.] 

MONSSIONEUR 

Detroit  The  arrangemeonts  foimerlj  prescribed  by  His 
Majesty  i^arding  Tbe  Exploitaitioii  of  the  Post  of 
Detroit  have  been  carried  out  with  The  ModificationB  He  was 
pleased  to  approve.  With  regard  to  the  Establishment  of  die 
stationary  Commandamti  we  see  no  objection  to  it.  Monsieur 
de  Beanhamois  haa  The  honor  to  inform  you  in  a  private  de- 
spatch that  he  will  await  His  Majesty's  orders^  either  to  nuke 
such  oonunaDdant  stationaiy,  or  to  Leave  naattenf  oq  their  ptw 
ent  footing.  But  we  doubt  whether  the  sum  of  3,000  livres  whidi 
is  allowed  the  Sieur  Chevalier  do  Longueuil  yeariy  In  ocmsider- 
ation  of  his  command,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  remain 
there  Longer  than  3  or  4  years,  unless  His  Majesty  be  pleased 
to  (rranit  the  rank  of  Major  in  addition  together  with  allowances 
on  the  same  footing  as  He  formerly  enacted  Li  favor  of  the 
Commiandaiit  of  fort  de  Qiartres.  Moreover  the  voyageurs 
alone  have  enjoyed  and  still  enjoy  tlie  Trade,  and  we  have  not 
been  informed  that  The  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Longueuil  has  done 
any  trading. 

Miehiiimakinac         The  Poet  of  Miohilimakinac  was  Exploited 

ae  usual  with  12  Canoes,  as  His  Majesty  or- 
dered. 
Other  posts  The  Posts  of  Camanistigoya  and  Miamis  were 

farmed  out       fanned  out  last  winter  for  3  years,  The  former 

to  the  Sieur  Maugras  for  the  price  of  3,000 
livres  And  the  latter  to  the  Sieur  Oharly^  for  6,850  livres. 
We  are  making  out  the  lease  for  that  of  Chagouamigon  with 
Madame  La  Ronde  as  was  arranged.     His  Majesty  has  disposed 

iQne  of  two  brothers,  Louis  and  Jacques,  sons  of  Jean  Baptlste 
Charly.  dit  St  Ange. — ^Ed. 
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of  the  Post  of  Alepinigon  In  favor  of  the  Sieur  La  Lanne. 
That  of  the  River  St  Joseph  will  bo  farmed  out  next  winter. 

We  remain  with  veiy  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servanits, 

Bfauhabnois 
hocquabt 

Quebec,  October  14,  1744. 


1744:     BAD  RESULTS  OP  LEASING  SYSTEM  AT  GREj:.N  BAY 

[Letter  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1744. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.*  196.] 

MoNSEiONEUB — I  omj  to  havo  The  honor  of  Informing  you 
that  in  the  Eeport  made  to  me  this  year  by  Monsieur  de 
Lusignan,  the  Comnnandant  at  la  Baye,  respecting  the  Affairs 
of  that  Post,  he  complains  that  the  farmers  who  Exploit  the 
same  act  in  that  capacity  with  much  independence  and  insubor- 
dination to  the  orders  he  gives  them  with  respect  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  French  and  savages.  That  oflScer  adds  that  they 
have  also  entered  into  a  comipact  with  eight  or  ten  Coureurs  des 
hois  who  came  to  la  Baye  on  the  first  of  May  lasit  by  which,  in 
consideration  of  a  sum  of  6,000  livree  in  Beaver  skins  which 
those  Coureurs  paid  on  the  Spot,  the  farmers  bind  themselves 
to  supply  them  this  fall  with  goods  at  the  same  rate  as  they 
sell  them  to  the  other  French  of  the  post  and  to  give  them  per- 
mission to  Trade  them  at  that  Place;  also>  as  he  has  no  garri- 
son with  him,  he  has  been  unable,  not  only  to  secure  the  CJour- 
eurs  des  Bois,  but  even  to  repress  the  License  of  the  farmers  who 
are  all  the  more  blameworthy  as  they  are  acting  in  direct  con- 
travention to  His  Majesty's  ordinances,  supporting  themselves 
in  this  matter,  as  in  all  others  contrary  to  good  order,  by  the  ar- 
gument that,  as  they  pay  the  rent  of  the  Post,  they  must  in  no- 
wise be  hindered  in  anything  they  Consider  conducive  to  their 
interests.     On  learning  of  this  weak  argumient  I  wrote  to  the 
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Siear  de  Lusignan  to  see  that  order  is  kept  at  that  Port  and  if 
the  Sieur  Auger/ — one  of  the  interested  parties  of  Tribom  he 
complains  more  espeoialljy — continues  to  give  trouble^  to  send 
him  back  to  Montreal  wheoi  the  Canoes  return,  from  that  FUuse 
next  year,  ordeQring  the  odier  interested  parties  to  bring  him 
back  on  pain  of  disobedience.  With  regard  to  tliei  matfar  of  tlie 
compact  made  by  those  farmers  with  the  coureurs  des  Bois  I 
ordered  him  to  oppose  The  Ganying  out  of  such  an  Infringe- 
ment of  the  King's  0>rdinance8  by  not  permitting  the  Deliyeiy 
of  the  goods,  and,  on  the  contrary,  giving  orders  to  ihe  f  amnn 
and  the  Engages  to  seize  the  Goareurs  des  Bois  and.  hand  them 
over  to  himi  lliat  he  may  Send  Aem'  to  me.  I  shall  haive  Hie 
honor,  Monseigueur,  to  report  to  you  next  year  all  that  happens 
in  oonnecticm  with  the  orders  the  Sieur  de  Lusignan  is  to  fpcfB 
on  the  receipt  of  my  commands,  and  if  those  farmers,  instead  of 
Executing  them^  continue  to  act  as  they  haye  dkme,  I  diall  ar- 
range mth  Monsieur  hocquart  as  to  ndiat  is  to  be  done  to  pat 
an  end  to  disorders  whidi  oannot  be  tolerated  for  any  Beason, 
taking  -profper  pi^ecautions  also  to  prevent  the  working  of  ihtt 
post  being  interrupted. 

I  remaini  with  very  profound  Bespect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhabnois 
Quebec,  October  25,  1744. 


1745:     DISAFFECTION  OF  THE  INDIANS  AT  DETROIT 

[Letter  from  Longueuil,  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  Beauhamo!s» 
dated  July  28,  1745.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  8S» 
fol.  61.] 

I  have  just  learned'  from  hurons  who  have  come  back  froDX 
Chouaquin  that  the  English  Commandant  had  assembled  the 
NatioDs  that  Were  at  his  post,  amongst  whom  Were  onxs^  to 
make  them  a  present  of  a  lai^  Cask  of  Brandy  for  eaoh  vil- 

1  For  this  partner  see  N,  T,  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  p.  37. — ^Bb. 
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lage,  whidi  they  accepted,  And  by  which  the  Englishmen  told 
tliem  they  must  in  future  look  on  them  As  the  only  ones  who 
will  be  sble  to  supply  them  with  goods,  because  fleets  are  to 
put  to  sea  to  take  Canada  and  become  the  absolute  Masteira 
Thereof;  that  consequently  the  French  will  have  no  more 
fjfoods  this  year  Wherewith  to  supply  them.  This  News  has 
produced  so  great  an  Effect  in  the  Villages  of  this  post,  that 
they  are  leaving  continually  without  saying  a  word. 

I  have  represented  to  the  chiefs  that  such  Conduct  Was  ab- 
solutely contrary  to  your  Will.  They  answered  me  that  they 
could  not  do  without  Brandy,  cloth,  and  porcelain,  and  that  all 
those  Goods  Were  too  dear  here  and  at  Niagara. 

I  remain,  etc, 

LONGUEUIL 


1745:     WESTERN   INDIANS  ON   THE  WARPATH;    SCARCITY   OP 

GOODS 

[Ehctract  from  a  letter  of  Beauharnols  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  28,  1745.    Reprinted  from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs,,  x,  pp.  20,  21.] 


As  for  the  other  Nations  belonging  to  the  posts,  the  ardor 
manifested  by  those  who  were  at  Montreal  and  who  acoomr 
panied  me  down  to  Quebec,  and  their  conduct  towards  the  Eng- 
lish on  other  occasions,  are  proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  their 
promises  to  me,  when  accepting  the  hatchet  I  presented,  and 
caused  to  be  presented  to  them.  None  were  willing  to  accept 
the  underground  belts  the  English  caused  to  be  introduced  into 
their  villages,  to  induce  them  to  declare  against  the  French; 
and  there  is  no  suspicion  of  their  assisting  at  any  English 
OounciL  Several  parties  of  the  Detroit  Indians  which  had 
been  formied,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  falling  on  the  English  settlements  towards  Carolina, 
have  returned  without  striking  a  blow.  Chevalier  de  Long- 
ueuil  wrote  me  on  the  27th  August  last,  that  they  passed  five 
entire  days  at  the  entrance  of  English  villages  without  any 
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sucoesB;  that  the  mea  did  not  oome  oat^  bo  that  notfaiiig 
killed  but  a  large  nxmiber  of  hones^  and  hunger  oUiged  tibs 
Indians  to  abandon  their  expedition;  that^  however,  two  par- 
ties of  Hurona  were  unwilling  to  retom  without  affeoting 
9omething,  and  were  going  to  tiy  to  penetrate  into  some  plaoea 
that  were  less  on  their  guard,  and  where  ther^  will  probaUy 
strike  a  blow.  Altbouf^  these  movementB  have  been,  hitbarto 
unattended  with  any  sucoesB^  and  none  of  any  oonaequenoe 
can  be  expected  from  the  operations  of  those  paitieB^  M.  de 
Lonfi^euil  will  prevail  on  these  Nations  to  oxganize  otihen^ 
in  order  to  foster  a  continual  spirit  of  hostilitf  against  tiie 
English,  who,  in  consequence  of  their  distrust  of  the  Tndiaii<^ 
will  not  be  able  to  corrupt  and  gain  thesu  over  to  their  side. 

Sieur  de  la  Come,  the  elder,  ^  whom  I  have  sent  to  command 
at  Missilimackinac,  writes  me  on  the  27th  of  August  last,  that 
as  soon  as  he  had  raised  the  war^song  at  that  post^  60  Outaouaos 
and  Saulteux,  applied  to  him  for  M.  Koyelle^  junior,  who 
is  deputy  there^  to  conduct  them  to  Montreal,  in  order  to 
attack  the  English  in  conjunction  with  our  domiciliated  Indi- 
ans. According  to  what  he  writes  me  of  their  departure  I 
have  reason  to  expect  them  from  day  to  day,  and  they  will 
do  good  service  in  divers  places. 

The  ermgration  of  the  Chaouanons  has  at  length  taken  place; 
thoy  have  removed  from  their  former  location  to  the  place  I 
allotted  them  at  the  prairie  of  the  Maskoutins;  they  have  even 
tied  and  plundered  the  English  traders  on  the  Belle  RiviSre 
to  the  number  of  eighty  and  advised  M.  de  Longueuil  to  send 
in  search  of  them.  But  the  detachment  of  15  or  16  Canad- 
ians dispatched  thither  by  that  officer,  discovered  only  one, 
and  the  Chaouanons  have  said  that  they  had  carried  the  others 
along  with  them  to  their  winter  quarters,  and  would  bring  them 
to  me,  themselves,  next  year.  I  would  have  wished  they  had 
acted   otherwise,    and    sent   M.    de    Longueuil,    as   they   had 

1  Louis  de  la  Corne,  Sieur  de  Cliapt  et  Terrebonne,  bom  1696,  mar- 
ried EHizabeth  de  Ramezay,  and  died  at  his  seignoiry  of  Terrebonne 
In  1762.— Ed. 
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promised,  these  prisoiiers,  who  possibly  will  escape  froii^  or 
perhaps  be  liberated  by,  them;  possibly  even  they  may  foim 
a  new  allianoe  with,  in  order  to  obtain  their  supplies  from 
them.  'This  is  the  more  to  be  apprehended,  inasmuch  as^ 
independent  of  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  incon- 
stancy of  the  Indians,  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  goods  and 
articles  they  require,  may  produce  among  them  great  change 
towards  us,  and  you  will  form  a  more  correct  opinion  of  our 
situation  and  of  the  difficulty  we  experience  in  supporting  the 
posts  in  the  Upper  country,  from  the  report  M^.  Hooquart 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  on  that  subject  What 
I  specially  have  to  inform  you,  and  took  t!he  liberty  to  oomr 
municate  to  you  in  my  despatch  of  the  19^  of  June  last^  is, 
that  there  has  been  a  great  falling  ofF  in  the  amount  of  goods 
taken  up  this  year  for  the  trade  [V exploitation]  of  the  poeta^ 
in  comparison  with  what  has  been  sent  there  in  previous  years. 
In  consequence  of  the  small  quantity  of  goods  in  the  hands 
of  the  merchants  who  furnish  outfits,  the  ruling  high  prices, 
and  the  low  rates  obtained  for  peltries  brought  in  return  from 
file  Upper  countries,  the  Indian  traders  have  been  discouraged 
from  supplying  themselves  with  goods,  and  notwithstanding 
I  offered  licenses  for  nothing — especially  to  Detroit,  in  order 
that  there  should  be  abundance  of  goods  at  that  post — only  ten 
went  up  this  year ;  I  was  obliged  to  give  seven  of  these  licenses 
gratis,  in  return  for  conveying  the  effects  of  the  Commandant 
and  of  the  garrison  which  could  not  otherwise  be  carried  up 
without  great  expense  to  his  Majesty/  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  sale,  either  for  the  usual  number  of  licenses  for  the 
post  of  Missilimakinac,  to  which  place  only  nine  canoes  have 
gone,  after  considerable  solicitation;  for  the  same  reasons  that 
I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  set  forth,  which  apply  equally  to  all 
the  other  leased  posts ;  also  to  those  of  Niagara  and  Fort  Fronte- 
nac,  which  are  hardly  better  provided  with  goods  necessary 
for  the  Indian  trade  there,  and  will  be  much  less  so  next  year, 
no  supplies  of  any  description  having  reached  us  this  year. 

iNote  on  original  MS.:     "These  effects  have  amounted  to  11,400  lbs. 
In  weiglit." 
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1746:     DIFFICULTIES  AT  WBSTEBN  POSTS  OCCASIONED  BT 

WAR 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Beauhamols  and  Hocquart  to  the  Ft«iitih 
Minister,  dated  Sept  22,  1746.  MS.  in  archiyes  of  Ministdre  dea  Col- 
onies, Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  yoL85,c.ll,  f6L  IS.**] 

MONSEIGKEUB 

******** 

With  Regard  to  the  other  Poets  of  the  Upper  ConntrieSy  The 
orders  jou  gave  to  farm  Them  or  have  them  Exploited  by  means 
of  The  purchase  of  Licensee,  were  followed  xmtil  last  yeari  baft 
the  oircumstaJices  in  which  we  were  placed  this  year  thronjilL  tlie 
lack  of  goods^  added  to  their  deamessy  have  not  allowed  of  our 
continuing  the  same  arrangement  for  alL  Ini  Fact  of  the  18 
Licenses  granted  for  Detroit^  there  was  only  one  for  whieh  600 
livres  were  paid  to  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois;  with  Begard  to 
the  11  others,  it  was  ail  we  ooidd  do  to  Engage  Yoyagenn^  is 
consideration  of  the  full  remission  of  the  price  of  the  Lioenae 
and  of  the  obligation  to  Transport,  the  munitions  required  for 
the  service,  to  Sond  there  some  goo  is  they  collected  in  the  storo- 
houses  of  private  Individuala 

The  Post  of  Michilimakinac  Has  Been  in  the  same  Position. 
Only  5  Licenses  have  been  Sent  for  that  post  and  nothing  haa 
been  paid  for  them. 

We  Induced  The  Sieur  Gatineau,  the  farmer  of  Michipioc^ 
ton  whose  lease  Had  Expired,  to  Send  a  Canoe  to  that  Post,  on 
his  paying  1,000  livnes  instead  of  3,750  livres,  the  amount  of 
his  rent. 

We  endeavored  to  find  a  farmer  for  La  Baye  but  without  suo- 
coss.  Tlie  last  I^ase  in  favor  of  Monsieur  de  I>agorgendiere 
Had  Expired.  The  lack  of  goods  had  an  effect  on  The  Exploit- 
ation of  tliat  Post  as  on  those  above  mentioned.  Nevertheless, 
Monsieur  de  la  Come,  the  Commandant  at  Michilimakinac,  pro- 
vided for  the  safety  and  indifferently  for  tiae  Trade  of  the  said 
Post,  by  allowing  two  private  individuals  to  Fit  themselves  out 
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at  Michilimakinac  for  the  said  Place  of  la  Baye,  on  condition 
that  they  pay  1,000  livres  each.^ 

The  farmers  in  chargie  of  the  Posts  of  the  Ouatanons  and  of 
the  River  St  Joseph  were  Allowed  to  remain  for  another  year 
free  of  cost,  in  order  to  Maintain  the  savages  of  that  Post  until 
times  Change. 

Others  farmers  have  begun  to  make  representations  to  us 
whereon  we  cannot  for  the  present  Report  to  you. 

The  garrison  of  Niagara  has,  since  the  war,  consisted  of  62 
men,  including  5  officers ;  that  of  fort  f rontenac  of  41  men.  In- 
cluding 4  officers;  The  garrison  of  fort  St  Frederic  Is  93  sol- 
diers and  the  officers.  All  these  Posts  are  at  present  well  sup- 
plied with  provisions  and  munitions  of  war. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 

very  humble  and  very  Obedient  Servants, 

Beauharnois 
hocquabt 


1747:     LEASE  FOR  THE  POST  AT  GREEN  BAY 

[MS.  in  archiyes  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Can- 
Ada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  89,  c.  11,  fol.  146."] 

Agreement  regarding  the  exploitation  of  the  Post  of  la  Bate 
des  Puants. 

On  this  day,  the  Tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-Seven,  We,  Josue  Boisberthelot  de  Bcaucours, 
Governor  of  Montreal,  and  Honore  Michel  de  Villebois,  Com- 
missary   General    of   the   said    Place,*    in    Accordance    with 


iFor  further  reports  from  the  post  at  Green  Bay,  see  "N.  T.  Colon. 
Does.,  X,  pp.  37,  38. — ^Bd. 

2Honor6  Michel  de  la  Rouvillidre,  Sieur  de  Villehols,  was  bom  in 
France.  Coming  to  Canada  some  time  before  1737,  he  married  in  that 
year  Catherine  B6gon,  daughter  of  a  former  intendant  In  1748  he 
was  appointed  intendant  of  Louisiana,  where  he  served  until  his  death 
in  1752.— Ed. 
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the  rmlers  of  Messieurs  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Gov- 
ernor General,  And  Hoo<]iiart,  Intendaiit,  have  entered  into 
the  Following  stipulations  And  Apjeeinents  with  the  Sieurs  de 
Olignanconrt^  Meniere,  And  I'Echelle,'  jointly  and  severally 
accepting,  And  one  for  all  to  Exploit  the  post  of  la  Baye  dee 
Pufluls  on  the  following  Condilinne.     Xaniely: 

Article  first.  The  said  Sieure  Clignancourt,  Moniere,  And  1' 
Eehelle  shall  Themselves  or  through  their  Engages  carry  on  the 
Exclusive  Trade  with  the  Savages  and  tlie  French  Settled 
throughout  the  whole  Extent  of  the  said  post,  to  Wit:  with  the 
PnantB,  follea  avoinea,  Benards,  Sakis,  And  Scioux,  Being  care- 
ful to  ti'eat  the  latter  with  cdrcninspection  And  to  attract  them 
as  nrach  as  possible;  The  whole  within  The  usual  Limits  And 
as  Far  as  la  Kivierc  a  la  R^whe  wliich  will  ser\'o  ii=i  a  boundary 
in  the  event  of  the  nations  aforesaid  going  to  winter  there. 

Article  2nd.  The  said  farmers  may  Send  to  the  said  Post 
Euch  number  of  Canoee  and  such  quantity  of  goods  as  they  may 
Deem  necessary.  With  Kegard  to  the  Engages,  it  is  advisable, 
ID  order  not  to  deprive  the  wumtry  of  men,  that  they  should 
take  there  In  War  time  only  those  indispensably  required,  Be- 
ing careful  to  obtain  a  License  from  Monsieur  the  General  for 
every  Canoe  in  the  usual  manner,  which  shall  he  endorsed  by 
Monsieur  The  Intendant.  To  such  Licenses  shitU  he  appended 
the  Roll  of  the  said  Engages  accepted  by  Monsieur  the  General 
aforesaid.  The  Licenses  and  Bolls  shall  Afterward  be  Regis- 
tered in  the  usual  manner  in  the  Office  of  the  JurisdictiiMi  of 
Montreal. 

Article  Srd.  The  said  farmers  shall  not  load  in  their  Canoes 
more  than  the  quantity  of  four  pots  of  Brandy  for  The  use  of 
Eadi  Engage  during  the  Journey;  they  shall  further  be  pei^ 

iFor  XiOulB  Mattbleu  Damours,  Sleur  de  CIlEna^court,  see  ante, 
p.  34,  note  1. 

Jean  Monler  was  bom  In  France  In  1718;  emigrating  to  Canada,  be 
eatabllBhed  blmself  at  Montreal,  where  be  married  Id  1760. 

Jean  I'EcbellB  was  born  In  France  In  1716,  and  at  tbe  age  of  thlrtr- 
two  married  Marie  Anne  Decouague  at  Montreal. — Ed. 
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mitted  to  Send  every  year  in  their  Canoes  thirty  or  forty  casks 
of  sixteen  pots  each  for  Consumption  at  the  post. 

Article  J^th,  The  previous  farmer  shall  not  carry  on  any 
trade  from  the  moment  of  The  arrival  of  the  New  farmers  at 
the  said  Post  And  the  former  shall  be  obliged  to  send  away 
And  remove  without  the  Limits  of  the  post  all  the  goods  he 
may  have  on  hand;  a  Statement  of  the  goods  so  remaining 
to  him  shall  be  drawn  up  aa  well  as  of  the  Bales  that  may 
be  made  of  the  same  for  conveyance  to  MissilimakinaCy  whei^ 
the  farmers  of  the  other  posts  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase 
them ;  The  whole  with  the  Knowledge  of  the  Commandant  of 
MissilimaMnac  aforesaid^  And  not  otherwise;  unless  he  should 
prefer  to  dispose  of  the  same  by  private  agreement  with  the 
new  farmers.  The  previous  farmer  shall  leave  one  E!ngag§ 
only  at  the  post  to  collect  the  debts  due  him.  Which  Engag6 
shall  be  fed  by  the  new  farmers,  And  shall  not  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever  carry  on  any  trade;  or  The  previous  farmer 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  new  farmers  with  reference 
to  such  debts,  or  the  new  farmers  shall  recover  the  same  at 
their  cost,  And  in  such  case  one  half  of  the  Debts  collected  shall 
belong  to  the  said  farmers  who  shall  have  The  alternative  or 
choice,  And  who  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  The  other  half 
of  the  said  Debts  at  Missilimakinac  to  the  order  of  The  pre- 
vious farmer. 

Article  6th.  The  officer  who  shall  be  appoinited  command- 
ant of  the  said  Post  shall  not  carry  on  any  Trade  directly  or 
indirectly  under  any  pretext  whatsoever;  he  may  only  have 
a  small  quantity  of  goods  for  purchasing  the  food  requiml 
for  his  subsistence. 

Article  6th.  The  officer  Commanding  the  said  Post  shall 
give  every  protection  to  the  farmers  to  facilitate  their  Trade; 
he  shall  Likewise  Exert  his  authority  to  drive  irom  ell  the 
Territory  of  the  said  Post  all  Coureurs  des  Bois  and  deeerteit^ 
whom  he  shall  cause  to  be  arrested  when  necessary,  And  their 
goods  shall  be  seized  at  the  suit  of  the  said  farmers  and  seques- 
trated after  an  Inventory  has  been  made  of  the  samie^  IJutil 
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Monsieur  the  General  and  monsieur  The  Intendant  Have  given 
orders  regarding  Them. 

Article  7th.  The  farmers  diall  be  obliged  to  provide  the 
Commandant  with  Fuel  And  lodgings,  and  to  supply  him  with 
the  presents  it  may  be  advisable  to  give  the  savage  nations  of 
the  post,  but  always  in  moderation,  And  solely  to  Keep  them 
well  disposed  toward  the  French,  And  Prevent  them  from 
taking  their  furs  to  StrangeiiB,  sudb.  presents  to  be  Independent 
of  those  the  said  farmers  Themselves  may  give  to  Induce  the 
ravages  to  hunt,  And  to  trade  with  Them.  In  all  such  Cases 
the  presents  of  furs  that  may  be  given  by  the  savages  to  The 
•commanding  officer  shall  revert  to  the  farmers,  the  said  Officer 
io  have  no  Claim  Thereon. 

Article  8th.  The  Commanding  officer  shall  be  obliged  to 
provide  his  food  at  his  own  expense  in  consideration  whereof 
the  farmers  shall  be  bound  to  convey  to  him  In  their  Canoes, 
every  year,  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  weight, 
in  Food,  provisions  and  goods  suitable  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Food  necessary  for  his  subsistence  at  that  Place;  they 
shall  Likewise  convey  free  of  charge  his  person,  his  Trunk, 
his  money-Box,  And  utensils  required  for  the  Journey  both 
in  going  to  the  said  Post  and  returning  Therefrom. 

Article  9th.  Should  His  Majesty  be  obliged  to  incur  any 
Extraordinary  expenditure  at  the  post,  either  on  account  of 
war,  or  of  the  removal  of  a  Village  of  savages,  the  farmers 
shall  be  bound  to  provide  the  Commaiidant  with  the  necessary 
goods  to  give  such  presents  as  may  be  Advisable,  which  goods 
shall  be  paid  by  the  King  to  the  said  farmers  at  the  rate  of 
thirty  per  Cent  above  the  cost  of  The  Outfit 

Article  lOih.  The  farmers  of  the  said  post  shall  be  obliged 
to  provide  The  Commanding  officer  with  an  interpreter  at  their 
expense. 

Article  llih.  The  said  farmers  shall  alone,  and  to  the 
Exclusion  of  all  others,  have  the  privilege  of  Setting  up  one 
or  more  forges  at  the  said  post,  but  the  Commandant  may 
oblige  them,  to  have  one  for  The  use  And  Convenience  of  the 
Savages ;  the  profit  thereof  shall,  however,  belong  to  them, 
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Article  12th  and  last.  In  consideratioii  of  the  abore  stipular 
tions  the  said  Sieiirs  Clignancourt,  Monierre,  And  UEchelle, 
jointly  and  severally,  And  willingly,  Undertook  to  Exploit  the 
aaid  Post  of  la  Baye^  to  enjoy  the  Same  for  the  period  And 
Space  of  three  conBeciLtive  years>  from  the  month  of  August 
next,  To  the  same  Date  in  The  year  one  thousand  Seven  hun- 
dred and  Fifty,  on  the  condition  of  paying  Into  the  hands  of 
Monsieur  the  G^eral,  in  the  month  of  October  of  each  year 
that  this  Covenant  shall  last  And  Beginning  with  this  year^ 
The  sum  of  Five  thousand  Livres  In  War  time,  When  a  6u£Sii- 
oient  quantity  of  goods  arrives  to  enable  them  to  obtain  what 
they  need  to  supply  the  said  post;  but  if  the  ships  fail  to  come, 
And  they  are  unable  to  find  goods  in  the  countiy,  And  little^  or 
no  powder  And  Cloth,  they  shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  sum  of 
Three  thousand  livres  only  in  any  year  in  which  such  accidents 
shall  happen.  Exclusive  of  the  present  year,  inasmuch  as  tbe^ 
have  their  Outfit  Likewise,  should  peace  be  declared  and 
goods  of  all  Kinds  be  abundant  in  the  country,  tiie  said  farmers 
shall  pay  for  each  of  the  said  years  of  abundance — not  Includ- 
ing the  present  one — The  sum.  of  six  thousand  livres.  And 
to  secure  the  payment  of  the  price  of  the  said  lease  the  said 
Sieurs  de  Clignancourt,  Meniere,  And  TElchelle  have  jointly 
and  severally  pledged  And  mortgaged  all  their  chattels  peov 
sonal  and  real  estate  present  And  future;  for  the  payment 
of  which  sums  hereinabove  stipulated  they  Consent  to  be- 
liable  to  coercive  imprisonment,  as  in  the  case  of  Eos  Majesty's 
own  moneys  and  affairs.  Done  at  Montreal  on  the  Day  And 
in  the  year  first  above  writt^. 

(Signed)     Clignancoubt,    Monibbe,   L'Echbllb,   Bbav- 

COUBT,  And  MlGHBI^ 

True  copy.  Michel.. 
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tEJztr&ctB  from  tbe  dlair  of  events  tor  the  year  1747,  sent  br  th« 
governor  and  latendaut  of  New  France  to  the  French  Minister.  Re- 
printed from  N.  T.  Colon.  Doct.,  a,  pp.  09-130.] 

May  21st.  The  raoet  of  the  voyagenra  destined  for  the 
[Indian]  posts  are  actually  arrived  at  Montreal  and  ready 
to  start.  We  have  great  reluelanoe  to  interpose  to  the  Upper 
oountry  trade  any  obstacles  whereby  the  Colony  would  be 
deprived  of  a  considerable  coinnierce.  But  this  profit  does 
not  enter  into  any  comparison  wilJi  the  preservation  of  the 
country,  for  in  saving  tlie  Colony  we  save  all;  therefore,  we 
shall  not  hesitate  to  issue  orders  at  Montreal  to  employ  in 
M.  Rigaud's  detachment'  these  voyapruers,  or  at  least  snch  of 
themi  as  have  deferred  their  departure;  except,  only,  we  add, 
the  oanoea  of  the  West  sea,'  of  the  Ouvatonons  and  of  the 
Miamis. 

May  29th.  The  merchaDts  of  Montreal  are  very  reasonable 
oa  the  subject  of  the  postponement  of  the  departure  of  their 
canoes  for  the  Upper  country.  None  of  them  expect  to  get 
away  before  we  receive  some  favorable  news.  The  majority 
of  the  Toyageurs  destined  for  these  canoes  are  daily  employed 
in  the  different  detachments  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  the  Mohawks. 


Jime  Slst.     By  the  same  courier  we  receive  letters  from 

lAmaud  de  Rlgaud,  brother  of  the  Marqula  de  Vandreuil,  later  gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  was  bom  in  1705.  He  was  a  famous  partisan  leader, 
and  hla  expeditions  both  In  King  George's  War  (1744-48)  and  the 
French  and  Indian  War  carried  devastations  against  the  English  fron- 
tier. He  was  colonel  of  troops  and  governor  of  Montreal  at  the  time 
of  the  English  conquest  The  expedition  here  referred  to  made  head- 
quarters at  Fort  St,  Frgd^ric,  whence  raids  were  sent  out  against  the 
ouUylng  settlements  of  New  Ehigland  and  New  York.  See  Maine  HUt. 
Soc  VolU.,  Ill,  pp.  170,  171,  for  a  typical  attadt.— En. 

I  The  forts  erected  b7  La  VSrendrye  and  his  successors  were  collec- 
tively entitled,  "Post  of  the  Western  Sea"  {de  la  Mer  de  I'Oneet). — En. 
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Captain  de  la  Come^  who  was  detached  hy  the  General  to  all 
the  Upper  Nations;  he  writes  us  from  Michilinnakinac,  ion 
the  6^^  of  May,  that  all  the  nations  whom  he  had  visited  had 
voluntarily  and  readily  offered  to  go  down  to  Montreal,  and 
that  he  had  not  met  any  difficulty  in  his  mission,  in  which  he 
succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  He  expects 
to  arrive  in  Montreal  on  the  20^  of  this  month  at  soonest; 
he  does  not  tell  us  the  number  of  Indians,  nor  the  names  of 
the  tribes  that  tare  to  follow  him. 

«««««««« 

June  26th.  We  send  the  necessary  orders  to  Montreal,  for 
the  dispatch  of  the  canoes  destined  for  the  posts  of  the  Upper 
Coimtry,  which  it  is  impossible  to  detain  any  longer  in  view 
of  the  necessity  that  exists  of  sending  goods  to  the  Indians 
who  are  absolutely  in  need  of  them.  These  canoes  are  to  be 
convoyed  by  about  100  Frenchmen  and  Indians,  for  fear  of 
surprise,  principally  from  the  Mohawks.  Ensign  Dubuisson, 
who  commiands  this  convoy,  has  orders  to  escort  the  canoes 
as  far  as  Niagara.*  On  his  arrival  there,  he  will  leave  half 
his  detachment  at  that  post,  to  provide  the  necessary  firewood 
for  the  garrison,  and  pursue  his  voyage  with  the  remainder 
of  his  men  as  far  as  Detroit,  whence  he  will  conduct  the  canoes 
destined  for  the  most  distant  posts  and  places. 

July  8th.  We  learn  by  a  letter  of  the  6*^  that  M'  de  Laceme^ 
the  elder,  had  just  arrived  with  192  Indians  from  Michilimak- 
inac,  River  S*  Joseph,  and  the  Bale,  about  80  of  whom  are 
women  an.d  children. 

July  16th.  These  gentlemen  write  us  on  the  15**^  that  they 
have  heard  and  answered  the  Indians  whom*  M'  de  La  Come 


iSon  of  Joseph  Ouyon  Dubuisson,  for  whose  services  in  the  Fox 
wars  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  index.  The  officer  mentioned  in  the 
text  was  second  ensign  in  1741,  ensign  in  full  service  1745,  and  lieu- 
tenant 1750.  Probably  he  was  the  captain  who  was  wounded  at  Que- 
bec in  1760.    See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  p.  118.— Bto. 
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had  brought  down;  that  they  intend  to  send  them  off  imme- 
diatelj  with  that  officer  to  join  M'  de  Rigaud,  or  to  make  a 
special  attack,  should  they  not  find  him.  These  Indians 
number  about  90,  including  those  who  have  come  down  with 
M"^  de  la  Come  and  the  others  who  have  wintered  at  Mont- 
real. 

July  20th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  both  from  Montreal 
and  Detroit ;  those  from  Detroit  are  very  interesting.  Chevalier 
de  Longueuil,  commanding  that  post,  writes  us,  on  the  23*  June, 
that  some  Hurons  of  Detroit^  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  the  war 
chief  Nicolas,  who,  some  years  since,  had  settled  at  SandoskS, 
hav^  killed  5  Frenchmen  who  wei'e  on  their  return  from  the  post 
at  the  White  river,  and  stolen  their  funs ;  *  that  all  the  Indians 
of  the  neighborhood,  except  the  Illinois,  had  formed  tihe 
design  to  destroy  all  the  French  of  Detroit  on  one  of  the  holi- 
days of  Pentecost,  and  afterwards  to  go  to  the  fort  and  sub- 
ject all  to  fire  and  sword;  that  some  Hurons,  having  struck 
too  soon,  the  plot  had  been  discovered'  by  a  Huron  squaw  who 
came  to  give  Chevalier  de  Longueuil  notice  of  it;  that  this 
conspiracy  is  the  fruit  of  the  Belts  the  English  have  had  dis- 
tributed among  all  the  tribes  by  the  Iroquois  of  the  5  Nations ; 
that  on  this  notification  he  caused  all  the  settlers  to  retire 
within  the  fort  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  any  new  treachery. 
The  Outaouas  have  spoken  at  Detroit,  and  have  given  assur- 
ances that  they  had  no  participation  in  this  bad  business. 
Other  Hurons  of  Sastaradzy  and  Taychatin's"  trilx?  came,  also, 
to  speak  to  M^  de  Longueuil,  and  have,  in  like  manner,  assured 
him  that  they  had  no  share   in  the  misconduct  of   Nicolas' 


iFor  a  fuH  account  of  the  conspiracy  instigated  by  the  Huron  chief 
Nicolas,  see  Journal  of  Captain  William  Trent  (Cincinnati,  1871),  ed- 
ited by  Alfred  T.  Goodman,  pp.  15-22.  The  conspiracy  having  col- 
lapsed in  1748,  Nicolas  died  at  his  new  vill€ige  in  the  Illinois  country, 
in  the  autumn  of  that  year.  The  White  River  is  an  affluent  of  the 
Wabash,  where  a  number  of  Miami  were  located. — EJd. 

aSasteradzy,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Huron  Nation;  Taychatin,. 
another  chief,  were  not  present  at  the  attack. — EI  B.  CyCALLAOHAN. 
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people^  meanwhile,  asking  pardon,  they  endeavor  to  exculpate 
themselves,  and  proposed  settling  near  Detroit  IF  de  Long- 
ueuil  has  given  them  no  positive  answer,  and  has  referred 
them  to  the  General.  Nicolas'  tribe  still  continues,  never- 
theless, to  reside  at  Sandoske*  where,  says  M'  de  Longueuil, 
they  doubtless  expect  not  only  to  maintain  themfielves  but  even 
to  harass  Detroit  by  small  war  parties.  They  have  attached 
to  them  several  families  of  vagabond  Iroquois,  Loupe,  &c 
'Tis  even  asserted  that  there  are  some  Saut  Indians  among 
them.  Father  Potior,^  the  Jesuit  Missionary,  has  abandoned 
the  village  on  Bois  Blanc  island,  and  retired  to  Detroit,  where 
he  is  to  remain.  M"^  de  Longueuil  adds,  that  if  the  Nationa 
do  not  declare  in  our  favor,  even  though  they  remain  some- 
what inactive,  it  will  be  out  of  his  power  to  get  the  harvest 
saved ;  that  already  the  cattle  of  several  of  the  farmers  liava 
been  killed  and  carried  off  by  the  Sauteurs,  some  houses  in 
the  country  pillaged  by  unknown  Indians;  that  the  chief 8>  *tis 
true,  disapprove  highly  of  the  misconduct  of  these  wretches 
and  endeavor  to  restrain  them,  but  that  affords  no  assurance 
of  their  good  intentions. 

Mess^®  de  Beaucourt  and  Michel,  in  sending  us  the  letters 
from  Detroit,  inform  us  of  the  arrival  of  M^  de  Bolestre,^  who 


1  Sajido8k6  is  a  lake  to  the  south  of  Lake  Ebrie,  40  or  50  leagues  from 
Detroit — ^E.  B.  O'Caixaghan. 

3  Pierre  Potier  was  born  in  Flanders  in  1708.  Coming  to  Canada  in 
1743,  he  spent  a  year  in  studying  the  Huron  language,  and  was  sent 
to  Detroit  as  assistant  to  Father  de  la  Richardie,  in  the  Huron  mia- 
sion.    Potier  remained  at  Detroit  until  his  death  in  1781.-^E2d. 

3  Marie  Francois  Picot6,  Sieur  de  Belleetre,  was  born  in  1719,  and 
when  about  ten  years  of  age  accompanied  his  father  to  Detroit,  where 
the  latter  soon  died.  At  the  proper  age,  the  younger  Bellestre  entered 
the  army,  being  made  ensign  in  1742  and  lieutenant  in  1758.  He  heM 
a  number  of  commands-— 'in  Acadia  (1745-46),  at  Fort  St  Josegha^ 
and  later  (1758-60)  at  Detroit,  of  which  he  was  the  last  French  caat- 
mandant,  surrendering  to  the  English  in  1760.  After  this  capitulation 
he  retired  to  Canada,  became  a  British  partisan,  and  assisted  in  re- 
pelling the  American  invasion  (1775-76).  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  legislative  council  of  the  province  of  Quebec. — Ed. 
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was  aent  last  winter  with  M'  de  la  Corne;  he  brmigbt  with 
him  8  or  10  Outaouaca  of  Detroit,  4  Hurons  of  the  same  plaocy 
fitnoDg  whom  are  Saslaredzv  and  2  Seneeas,  and  some  Hurons 
of  Lorette,  who  acted  this  winter  as  his  guides. 

Privale  letters  mention  the  murder  of  the  5  Frenchmen,  witi 
circumstances  which  show  that  the  Hurons  of  SandosIt6  have 
perpetrated  the  greatest  cruelties  on  this  occasion. 


July  22nd.  We  answer  M'  de  Longiieuil,  informing  him 
in  detail  of  all  the  precautions  he  has  to  take  in  his  future 
negotiations  with  all  the  Detroit  tribes  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  if  possible.  We  have  great  oonfidenoe  in  the  adroit- 
ness of  tihis  officer  to  place  the  nations  again  in  our  interests. 
In  reerard  to  the  Hurons.  the  General  sends  Meesagee  whereby 
M""  de  I^ngiieuil  is  to  doi)i»ind  of  them  ihp  surrender  *if  tlie 
murderers,  to  bo  disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure;  mean- 
while they  must  declare  against  the  English,  who  instigated 
them  to  commit  this  crime;  they  must  attack  them,  and  fur- 
nish proofs  of  their  repentance  by  a  great  many  prisoners; 
that,  otherwise,  tlicir  father  will  become  their  sworn  and 
irreconcilable  enemy.  We  send  orders  to  Montreal  to  dispatcih 
immediately  the  canoee  for  Detroit  and  the  other  SouUiem 
posts,  with  the  convoy;  thie  is  of  great  oonsequence  in  order 
to  place  M'  de  Longueuil  thereby  in  a  poeitioa  to  aot.  lUs 
convoy  will  take  the  route  by  Niagara,  where  Sieur  DubaU- 
son  had  orders  only  to  land  20  men  of  bis  oonTYPy,  to  cut  vood 
for  the  gafriaon  belonging  to  this  {art,  and  to  contin'ae  hu 
voyage  to  Detroit  with  the  remainder  of  his  lescort;  bo  'i/b, 
thereby,  to  secure  the  arrival  of  the  canoee.  We  leave  IP  de 
Longueuil  at  liberty  to  retain  at  his  post  all  the  people  belong- 
ing to  this  convoy,  and  even  t^e  voyageurs  and  servante,  if 
there  be  cause  to  fear  any  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  Indians; 
but  he  must  not  take  advantage  of  this  penniasion  except  in 
case  of  absolute  necessity,  and  then  it  would  not  be  just  to 
subject  the  voyageurs  and  farmers  to  tie  expense  of  winter- 
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ing  there.     Wherefore,  we  advise  this  officer,  before  hand,  that 
we  shall  defray  it. 


July  24ih.  Sieur  Belestre  arrives  from  Detroit  with  8 
Outaouas  Chiefs,  4  Hurons  (Sastaxedzy,  the  principal  Cfhief, 
and  Tayachatin,  another  Chief,  are  among  the  latter),  2  Sen- 
ecas  and  8  other  Indians^  some  of  whom  ane  Hurons,  from 
Lorette,  who  accompanied  him  last  winter  to  Detroit.  8  other 
Outaouas,  whom  M'  de  Belestre  brougiht  along^  have  remained 
at  Montreal,  and  are  to  join  the  party  oommAnded  by  M'  de  la 
Come. 


Aug.  9tli.  The  Hurons  of  Detroit  have  spoken  in  Council. 
'I  hey  have  requested,  among  other  things,  that  Father  Lari- 
chardie,  their  former  Missionary,  should  return  with  theml  in 
order  to  labor  eflfectually  in  the  restoration  of  tranquility 
among  that  nation.  We  concluded  that  this  could  have  only 
a  good  effect,  imder  existing  circumstances^  considering  lihe 
derangement  of  affairs  at  Detroit,  and  the  special  confidence 
these  Indians  repose  in  this  Missionary;  we  therefore  have 
not  hesitated  to  grant  their  request  Father  Larichardie 
readily  consented  to  the  arrangement;  he  is  to  leave  in  a  few 
days  for  Montreal  and  proceed  thence  to  Detroit.  The  Gen- 
eral has  just  appointed  Ensign  de  Belestre  to  command  at 
the  Eiver  St.  Joseph.  He  will  remain  at  Detroit,  under  the 
orders  of  Chev'  de  Longueuil,  as  long  as  that  officer  will  deem 
it  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  who  will  permit  Sieur 
de  Belestre  to  go  to^  and  come  fronu,  the  Biver  S<t  Joseph 
whenever  he  shall  think  proper.  This  officer  will  accompany 
Father  La  Eiohardie.  We  send  word  of  all  this  to  Mont- 
real in  order  to  the  preparation  there  of  the  provisions, 
ammunition  and  the  effects  necessary  for  the  voyage  and  the 
winter^s  residence  of  both.  We  write  to  M^  de  Longueuil, 
in  consequence  of  these  arrangements,  so  that  lie  noiay,  on  his 
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part,  contribute  as  mudi  as  will  depend  on  liini,  to  the  iwtor- 
ation  of  everything  if  possible. 

Aug.  13th.     Captain   de  Xoyelle  and  Sieur  de  La  Veren- 
drie^  arrive  from  Michilimakinac^  and  deliver  to  the  GeiDeral 
a  letter  dated  at  that  post,  on  the  23'**  July,  and  addressed  to 
him  by  Sieur  de  Noyelle,  Jim*",*  commanding  in  the  absence 
of  M'  de  la  Come,  Senior,  and  by  other  officers,  who  arrived 
from  the  other  Upper  posts,  and  happened  to  be  then  at  Midx- 
ilimakinac.     The  General  is  informed  by  this  letter  of  the 
confusion  that  prevails  among  all  the  Nations  of  that  post  and 
neighborhood,    Outaouas,    Sauteurs,    and    Mississagu6s.     The 
Outaouas  of  Saguinam,  have  killed  3  Frenchmen  who  were 
coming  from  Detroit  to  Michilimakinac.     Two  French  canoee^ 
which  had  gone  en  prime  from  Montreal  to  the  West  Sea,  have 
been   attacked  by  the   Sauteurs,   about  the  place  called  La 
Cloche,^  near  Lake  Michigan;  one,  containing  8  men,  has  been 
wholly  defeated;  the  second,  by  striking  out  into  the  Lake 
and  throwing  its  cargo  overboard,  escaped  to  Midhilimalrinae. 
Another  Frenchman  has  been  stabbed  by  the  Saute\xrs,  at  a 
place   called  La  Grosse  He,*  only    2    le^igiies  distant   from  the 
post.     These  Indians  have  oflFered  divers  insults  and  threats 
at  tlie  fort,  and  in  the  vicinity ;  they  killed  all  the  horses  and 
other  cattle  that  they  could  not  catch ;  they  designed  to  sur^ 
prise  the  fort,  but  were  discovered,  and  obliged  to  leave,  by 
ringing  the  bell  and  beating  the  tap-too,  as  usual,  and  even 
by  making  some  defensive  demonstrations.     There  had  been 
greater  reason  for  presuming  bad  intentions  on  the  part  of 


iThis  was  La  V6rendrye*s  return  from  his  last  voyage  of  discovery; 
he  died  at  Quebec  in  1749.— Ed. 

2 Charles  Joseph  des  Noyelles,  son  of  Nicolas  (for  whom  see  antCt 
p.  112,  note  1),  was  born  in  1719  and  married  at  Montreal  in  1741.  He 
was  an  ensign  in  1749,  and  a  lieutenant  in  1756. — Ed. 

3  An  island  in  Cxeorgian  Bay,  north  of  Manitoulin,  still  called  by  the 
same  name. — Ed. 

4  An  Island  immediately  north  of  Mackinaw  Island.  Map  of  8t. 
Mary's  Straits,  in  Charlevoix.— E.  B.  O'Callaohan. 
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the  Indians,  inasmuch  as  a  crowd  of  young  men  had  armed 
themflelves  with  knives,  in  a  council  which  had  been  held  at 
their  request,  on  the  3^  of  July,  and  which  terminated  in 
reorimination.  The  Indians  have  not  been  since  permitted 
to  enter  the  fort^  except  under  certain  restrictions.  Some 
Frenchmen  from  Point  Chagouamigon,  and  M'  de  Noyelle, 
Sen',  on  his  usual  return  from  the  West  Sea,  arrived  a  few 
days  after.  Certain  intelligence  had  also  been  received  there 
from  Detroit.  This  reinforcement  will  somwhat  tranquilize 
the  fort,  which  contained,  before  this  arrival,  only  28  men. 
An  Outaoua  Indian,  named  Nequiouamin,  arrived  on  the  2°* 
of  July,  at  the  post,  to  communicate  in  secret  to  the  Com- 
mandant and  the  Missionary  that  the  Iroquois,  the  Hujron 
and  the  Flathead,  had  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  Eng- 
lish to  destroy  the  French  and  drive  them  to  the  other  side 
of  the  sea;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Detroit,  is  in  the  plot;  that 
the  Poutouatami  will  cooperate;  that  the  Mississague  and 
Sauteur  are  gained  over;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Saguinam,  had 
already  struck;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Michilimakinac,  would 
have  taken  part  against  us  had  it  not  been  for  the  portion  of 
the  village  which  is  in  Montreal,  and  that  they  would  yet  pos- 
sibly declare  against  us  on  the  arrival  of  70  men  from  Sagui- 
nam,  who  are  to  be  reinforced  by  the  Sauteurs'of  Grosse  He; 
that  they  were  to  leave  in  a  few  days,  and  to  oome  in  the  night 
to  speak  to  the  Outaouas  of  the  post,  and  that  it  were  well 
to  allow  no  person  to  go  hunting,  and  to  keep  strict  watch. 
M"^  de  Noyelle,  Jun"^,  adds  that  he  will  detain,  until  further 
orders,  at  Michilimakinac,  the  canoes  which  were  to  come  from 
Montreal  to  the  diflferent  posts,  unless  affairs  changed,  and  it 
becamie  certain  that  the  dispositions  of  the  Indians  at  those 
posts  were  altered.  We  are  cooperating  in  the  adoption  of 
the  most  effectual  measures,  either  to  restore  tranquillity  at  the 
post  of  Michilimakinac,  or  at  least  to  place  it  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence  against  all  attacks  of  the  Indians. 

15th     The    confusion    prevelent    at    Michilimakinac    being 
only  weighed,  we  have  made  the  best  arrangements  possible 
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to  mainiain  our  possession  of  that  fort.     The  particulars  are 
as  follows : 

1.  Jf  tic  Verc'lKTcs,  who  is  npi>oin(ed  commander  at  the  Bay, 
and  who  has  aecoiiiponied  the  convoy  from  Montreal  to  Mioh- 
ilimakinpc,  where  he  is  to  await  the  decision  of  the  General, 
and  to  command  until  further  orders,  is  merely  to  send  wx>rd 
to  those  of  the  Bay  that  matters  have  not  permitted  his  visit- 
ing them;  that  iheir  brethren  stop  the  road  on  him;  that  the 
eanoes  which  were  carrying  goods  to  them,  are  arrived  at  Xioh- 
ilimakinsc,  where  they  will  find  their  supplies;  that  the  acoi- 
denta  which  have  just  happened,  have  thus  prevented  tlh«r 
father  sending  lliem  goods,  and  he  enjoins  them  absolutely 
not  to  allow  any  person  to  go  to  any  other  post  than  that  of 
said  Bay,  until  affairs  be  settled.  2^  After  the  departure  of 
the  canoes  which  are  to  bring  down  the  peltries  to  Montreal, 
100  @  150  men  are  to  remain  as  a  guard  at  the  post.  It  is 
presiuued  that  they  vrill  be  provided  with  food  until  next 
spring.  Should  that  not  be  the  case,  and  the  Indiana  refuse 
to  sell  any,  he  has  orders  to  have  recourse  to  every  expedient, 
even  to  force  of  arms,  to  procure  a  supply.  But  doubting, 
as  we  do,  the  possibility  of  collecting  provisions  necessary  for 
the  wintering  of  the  people  of  the  place,  and  of  the  100  men 
of  the  garrison,  whom  he  is  to  retain,  we  issue  orders  to  MoQt- 
real  for  the  dispatch  of  10  good  bark  canoes,  loaded  with  floor, 
Indian  com,  peas,  fat,  suet,  pork  and  salt  beef,  to  the  extent 
of  30  tlhousand  weight.  These  10  canoes  will  leave  Montreal 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  General  intends  that  Lieutenant 
Saint  Pierre'  shall  serve  as  M'  de  Vercheres  deputy,  and  the 

I  In  a  memoir  of  1749,  published  la  tbe  Afac.  Coll.  Contr.,  Iv,  pp.  136- 
140,  St.  Pierre  details  his  services  on  this  occasion  as  follows: 

"In  the  month  of  August  of  same  year,  1T4T,  tbe  Marquis  de  Bean- 
bamolB  detailed  him  <St.  Pierre),  with  twelve  well  anited  canoes,  which 
came  equallr  from  Detroit  and  UOatreal,  for  the  poet  at  MJchlllmacki- 
nac;  on  his  arriving  at  the  post  he  made  known  to  the  savages  the 
object  of  bis  mission,  and  at  a  council  held  with  them  he  announced 
to  them,  by  virtue  of  the  orders  he  was  furnished  with,  that  he  came 
not  only  to  establish  tbe  peace  which  they  had  so  unworthily  broken 
with  the  French,  but  to  summon  tbem  to  deliver  up  to  his  dlapoaal  the 
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former  is  to  remain  in  command  at  Micliiliniakinao^  in  case 
the  latter  visit  the  B'ay.  We  add  to  MF  de  Vercheres'  instruc- 
tions, that  the  voyageurs  Who  will  be  detained  at  Midiilmak- 
inac,  are  to  trade  concurrently  at  the  post,  and  should  tiiey 
make  any  representations,  we  shall  pay  attention  to  whatever 
is  just. 

We  send  Sieur  de  la  Verendrie,  Jun5,*  back  to  Michilimak- 
inac  with  our  despatches  to  M'  de  Vercheres,  in  order  that  this 
commandant  may  be  early  advised  of  the  arrangements  W6 
are  adopting  for  the  relief  of  that  post. 

Aug.  25th  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Mess^*  de 
Beaucourt  and  Michel,  in  answer  to  ours  of  the  15**^;  he 
informs  us  that  they  are  about  to  dispatch,  with  all  diligenoeiy 
the  convoy  of  the  100  [10]  canoes  of  provisions  destined  for 
Michilimakinac,  under  the  command  of  M'  de  S*  Pierre. 

28th  The  General  writes  to  M.  de  Vercheres ;  he  makes  no 
change  in  the  arrangements  for  Michilimakinac;  he  adds  only, 
that  should  the  Indians  of  the  Bay  appear  to  him  favorably 
disposed  towards  us,  of  which  he  will  be  informed,  he  leaves 
him  at  liberty  to  send  M'  de  Saint  Pierre  to  that  post,  to  sound 

murderers  of  the  French,  and  if  they  did  not  bring  them  to  him  im- 
mediately, he  would  go  and  look  for  them  himself.  The  day  after  this 
council  several  chiefs  who  were  there  came  to  the  fort  and  said  to 
him:  *My  Father,  we  will  bring  you  the  murderers  of  the  French, 
which  you  asked  of  us  yesterday,  and  we  leave  you  master,  to  dispose 
of  them  as  you  wish.  Nevertheless,  if  we  have  a  favor  to  ask  of  you, 
it  is  to  spare  their  lives.'  Little  afTected  by  these  words,  I  told  them 
I  could  not  be  master  of  their  fate,  of  which  their  father  Onothis  was 
sole  depository,  and  that  I  could  not  do  away  with  their  being  bound 
like  criminals  as  they  were,  and  that  they  should  have  them  ready 
to  be  taken  to  the  general,  under  orders  from  M.  le  Chevalier  de  Re- 
pentigny,  these  murderers,  which  was  done." — ^BJd. 

1  Pierre  Gaultier  Varennes,  eldest  son  of  Sieur  de  la  V6rendrye.  He 
had  accompanied  and  aided  his  father  in  the  latter's  discoveries,  was 
made  ensign  in  1744,  lieutenant  in  1756,  and  drowned  on  his  way  to 
France  in  1761.  For  his  own  report  of  his  services  see  Margry,  D^oowik 
et  £tabl.,  vi,  pp.  626-632.— Ed. 
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them,  and  cany  them  some  presents,  should  he  be  of  opin- 
ion that  that  officer  might  undertake  the  journey  without 
dan<]^r,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  these 
Indians. 

Aug.  28th.  The  Poutouatamies  demand  leave  to  return 
home,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to,  and  counteracting, 
the  misrepiieeentations  that  may  be  circulated  among  their 
people  and  allies.  They  r^ard  the  attacks  of  the  Outaauaa 
and  Sauteurs  as  if  made  against  them,  calling  themselves  good 
Frenchmen  and  asking  for  a  commander. 

Sept  1st.  Arrived,  Pindalouan,  an  Oiitaouas  chief*  and 
nine  others,  and  a  Sauteur  of  Michilimakinac,  who  are  oome 
to  see  the  General. 

Sept  Gth.  M*"  Michel  writes  us  of  the  death  of  Taychatin, 
second  chief  of  the  Hurons  of  Detroit,  who  had  come  down 
from  Detroit  with  M^  de  Belestre.  We  fear  that  the  death  of 
this  Indian  and  that  of  Sastaredzy,  grand  chief  of  that  Nation, 
will  create  some  unfavorable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
Hurons  of  Detroit  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  affairs  at  that 
post. 

Pindalouan  and  the  other  Outaouas  of  Michilimakinac  have 
earnestly  demanded  permission  to  return  home;  we  did  not  con- 
sider it  our  duty  to  induce  them  to  remain,  considering  the  late- 
ness of  the  season.  We  have  not  failed  to  communicate  to  them 
the  bad  state  of  affairs  at  Michilimakinac.  They  appeared 
greatly  surprised,  and  gave  us  to  understand  that  their  principal 
motive  in  returning  home,  was  to  endeavor  to  put  everything 

again  in  order.     We  have  treated  them  well. 

*  ******* 

Sept.  12tli.  We  learn  from  Montreal  that  Father  La  Ki- 
ohardie  and  M^  de  Belestre  left  that  place  on  the  10^^  for  De- 

1  In  a  fit  of  pique  and  bad  humor,  Pendalouan  had  formerly  insulted 
the  French  emblems.  For  his  repentance  and  re-instatement  in  favor, 
see  X.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  1098.  He  appears  to  have  thereafter  re- 
mained loyal  to  the  French. — ^Ed. 
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trait,  in  company  with  the  Hurons  and  Outaonad.  M^  Michel 
states  that  all  the  Upper  Country  Indians  had  left,  after  having 
emptied  the  Bang's  stores  at  Montreal. 

Sept.  15th.  We  receive  letters  from  Montreal,  dated  the 
12^,  informing  us  that  the  fleet  from  Michilimakinac^  consist- 
ing of  30  canoes  loaded  with  peltries,  was  on  the  point  of  arriv- 
ing at  Montreal.  The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  haa  received 
letters  from  Sieur  Denoyelle,  Jun'',  commanding  at  that  post^ 
where  a  little  more  quiet  prevails. 

Oct.  3rd.  We  learn  the  arrival  of  M^  de  VerchSres  at  Mich- 
ilimakinac  This  ofiScer  inf  orme  the  General  that  he  had  met^ 
on  the  way,  5  of  the  Indian  canoes  that  had  attacked  the  French^ 
and  that  he  had  punsued  them.  The  Indians  landed  and  fled 
into  the  woods ;  our  Frenchmen  caught  one  of  them,  whom  they 
tied,  and  have  broken  6  canoes.  Some  property  belonging  to 
Frenchmen,  and  a  scalp,  were  found  in*  the  prisoner's  sack;  he 
was  asked  how  he  got  them ;  answered,  that  those  at  the  head  of 
the  Bay  had  made  him  a  present  of  them.  Finally,  to  other  in- 
terrogatories, he  persisted  in  saying  that  he  was  not  guilty.  2 
Outaouas'  canoes  that  were  in  last  summer's  campaign,  arriving 
next  day  from  Montreal,  claimed  the  prisoner,  assuring  M*^  de 
Vercheres  that  he  belonged  to  the  family  of  Koquois,  a  chief 
who  is  attached  to  the  French  and  known  to  M^  de  Verchdres^ 
who  released  the  prisoner,  making  the  most  to  them  of  the  favor 
he  did  them. 

Oct  9th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Forts  Frontenac 
and  Niagara,  from  Detroit^  from  Sieur  de  Joncaire  and  Fort  de 
Chartres,  whereby  we  are  informed  that  all  the  Nations  in  gen- 
eral continue  to  be  very  ill  disposed  towards  the  FrencL  CShev- 
alier  de  Longueuil  writes,  the  14*^  of  July,  that  those  of  the 
Lake,  Sauteurs  and  Outaouas,  are  on  the  eve  of  attacking  De- 
troit; that  a  new  attempt  was  to  be  made  about  the  time  of  the 
full  moon ;  that  he  has  lost  almost  all  the  cattle;  and  fears  that 
they  will  perish,  being  all  at  the  discretion  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  save  the  harvest  unless  aid  arrive; 
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that  he  ia  waiting  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  wMoh 
be  thinks  to  retain  for  the  security  of  Detroit ;  that  he  has 
learned  nothing  certain  from.  Sandoske;  he  has  been  told  that 
Xicolas  was  abandoned,  but  does  not  believe  it.  On  the  coa- 
trary,  he  knows  that  he  ia  in  correspondence  with  the  people  of 
Sa^i^nau  and  the  Sauteurs  to  come  and  surprise  Detroit;  tha^ 
should  that  happen,  Miquinao,  an  Outaouaa  chief,  will  declare 
afi;ainst  us;  he  receives  daily  accounts  of  the  ill  dispositions  of 
the  Pouteouataniis  who  ivill  side  witli  the  strongest,  according 
to  all  appearancee.  The  tribe  of  Qninousaki,  an  Outaouas,  ia 
the  only  one  that  remains  faithful.  Tahake,  a  Huron,  who  waa 
supposed  to  have  died  aiuong  the  English,  has  returned;  he  has 
treated  the  Nations  of  Detroit,  which  has  had  a  very  bad  effect. 
The  Outaouas  and  Pouteouataniis,  who  had  promised  to  go  and 
bum  the  village  on  Bois  blanc  island,  are  no  longer  willing  to 
execute  that  project;  they  excuse  themselves  on  divers  pretexts. 
It  is  evident  they  avoid  i>ccasiniis  of  givinj;  laiuuul  ollVnce, 
but  he  will  eventually  prevent  the  enemy  seizing  that  post,  vfaich 
they  covet  in  order  to  block  up  Uie  passages  on  ub. 

M'  Duplesais,  commandHUt  at  Xiagara,  writes  the  8*"  of  Sep- 
tember, that  Sieur  Diibui^&^ii  lins  arrived  with  the  convoy  whidi 
left  Montreal  for  Detroit;  the  portage  waa  passed  very  promptly 
and  quietly,  except  the  last  night,  when  some  drunken  fellows 
of  the  guard  had  gravely  ill-treated  the  Grand  Chief  of  the 
Sonecas,  who  is  very  much  dissatisfied  in  consequence;  but  he 
has  sent  Sieur  Chabert  to  the  village  of  die  Little  Rapid,  with 
something  to  restore  the  temper  of  that  Chief;  that  an  Algonkin 
told  Sieur  Duplessis  that  M'  de  Longueuil  had  had  a  rdnforce- 
ment  of  100  Frenchmen,  w^ho  must  be  the  traders  fromi  the  Illi- 
Dois  and  other  posts.  A  letter  from  M.  de  Longueuil  states  that 
he  is  engaged  in  the  harvest,  and  that  the  Indians  seem  appai^ 
ently  greatly  disposed  in  our  favor,  but  he  does  not  trust  them. 
We  expect  that  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  will  restore  tranquility, 
in  one  way  or  the  other,  to  this  poet 

«  ««««*«« 

Oct.  lith.     We  receive  letters  from  Hiohilimakinac  infcom- 
ing  us  of  the  arrival  of  Chevalier  de  La  Verendrye,  who  has 
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found  that  poet  very  quiet;  the  Outaouas  are  begimung  to  be 
sorry  for  what  occurred  last  year  [summer]. 

Sieur  Denoyelle^  the  commandant^  sends  the  General  the  list 
of  those  who  murdered  the  Erenchmen,  at  the  entrance  to  Lake 
Huron.  Two  Sauteux  Indians,  in  order  to  show  that  they  were 
not  guilty,  have  brought  to  Sieur  Denoyelle  liheir  share  in  the 
division  the  murderers  made;  but^  'tis  true,  that  on  peroeiving 
their  people  pursuing  and  firing  on  a  canoe^  they  went  in  with 
them  and  did  as  the  rest. 

States  that  Philippes  Le  Duc,^  who  arrived  at  Michilimakinao 
on  the  23^  of  August  last^  had  been  robbed  by  the  Indians  of 
Camanistigoya,  who  took  from  him  fourteen  packages  and  6 
fusils ;  they  were  collected  to  the  number  of  100  and  over,  at  the 
low  lands  (aux  pays  plats)^  on  Lake  Superior,  waiting  for  the 
French. 

Sieur  Denoyelle  was  advised,  on  the  24^,  that  the  Sauteoz 
had  accepted  the  hatchet  f  rom>  the  English,  and  were  to  prepare 
ambuscades  in  Lake  Superior  to  prevent  any  Frenchman  leaving 
the  next  spring.  Nevertlieless^  all  the  canoes  have  left  for  the 
different  poets  at  the  north  as  usual,  keeping  one  another  com- 
pany until  they  are  past  the  most  dangerous  places ;  they  aie  to 
rendezvous  in  the  spring  to  return  in  the  same  order. 

1  There  were  two  Canadians  of  this  name,  uncle  and  nephew.  The 
former,  bom  in  1671,  was  married  at  Montreal  in  1699,  and  died  at  the 
same  place  in  1755;  the  latter,  bom  in  1694,  was  married  at  Montreal 
in  1750.— BS). 

2  Pays  Plat  was  a  weU-known  trading-station  on  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  a  short  distance  east  of  Nipigon  River.  See  "Long's. 
Voyages,"  in  Thwaltes,  Early  Western  TraveU,  il,  p.  81.— Ed. 
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17*7:     TRADE  AT  THE  WESTERN  POSTS  DISABBANGED 

[Letter  of  La  GallaaoDlSre  &Dd  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  7,  1747.  MS.  in  arcblvea  ot  MlnlBtdre  des  Coloniee.  Paris; 
prsBamark,  "Canada,  Correap.  gfin.,  toI.  87.  c.  II.  fol.  122."] 

Quxaic,  October  7,  1717. 
MoirsBinSBUB — 


Monsieur  Tfie  Count  ile  la  ga]is?.jnnipr(''  will  mV.ij  jiavticubr 
care  to  reconunend  the  Cojnmanding  officers  of  posts  to  protect 
the  FarnierB  in  their  trade.  We  are  not  aware  of  the  conae- 
(juences  of  the  murders  And  Disturbaacea  that  have  occurred  in 
the  Upper  Countries,  And  eepocially  at.  Detroit  And  Midiili- 
inakinac,  the  two  most  important  poats  after  Niagara.  We 
have  related  AH  these  Events  in  our  journal,  And  the  orders 
^ivenj  hy  Monsieur  de  Beauhamoia  to  restore  quiet  if  poeaible. 
Monsieur  de  hi  Galisscinnicre  will  mit  lose  sifjlii  (if  That  object, 
but  the  season  Is  too  far  advanced  to  allow  of  new  measures  be- 
ing taken.  He  will  wait  until  he  is  informed  of  the  Effect  pro- 
duced by  the  former  ones.  If  we  learn  anything  before  the  de- 
p-irtiire  ol"  Mie  bst,  sliip^.  iis  wo  Hope-  «t  nu^y.  we  -;!uill  liiive  the 
honor  to  report  the  Sune  to  you.  Meanwhile  we  must  notify 
you  that  far  from  The  Posts  yielding  any  Eevenue^  thety  have 
been  the  cause  of  considerable  expenditure^  owing  as  much  to 
the  Consignments  that  had  to  be  Sent  to  Michilimakinac  And  to 
Detroit  for  the  King's  account,  as  to  the  convoys  of  the  trading 
oanoee ;  that  9  Canoes  only  have  left  for  Detroit  and  Meesieurs 
de  Beauhamois  And  Hocquart  oould  Induce  them  to  go  up  only 

lUichel  Holland  Barin,  comte  de  la  Oallsaonl^re,  was  In  1747  ap- 
pointed governor  of  New  France  to  succeed  Beauharnola,  arriving  in 
the  colony  Sept.  19.  Bom  at  Rochefort  In  1693,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen be  entered  the  navy,  where  be  served  with  distinction  until  ap- 
pointed governor-general.  Hla  term  ot  service  waa  brief,  being  re- 
called In  September,  1749.  He  was  a  good  admlnlatrator,  and  while 
deformed  In  bod;,  much  reapected  both  by  the  Indians  and  habitants. 
He  waa  noted  for  hla  scientific  attainments,  and  after  bis  recall  waa 
appointed  head  ot  the  department  of  nautical  charts.  He  died  at 
Nemoors,  Oct  26,  17G6.— Ed. 
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By  granting  them  licenses  free  of  charge.  10  Canoes  have  gone 
to  Michilimakinac^  9  of  which  paid  Monsieur  de  Beanhanioia 
400  livres  each,  on  condition  that  th^  would  ieaoh  carry  800 
pounds  weight  for  The  King;  the  10th  paid  700  livres  but  it 
carried  nothing. 

4  Canoes  to  the  Miamis. 

4  to  Chogouamigon. 

2  left  for  fort  Dauphin,  on  the  Western  sea.* 

6  for  La  Baye. 

2  for  Mishipicoton. 

4  for  the  Ouiatanons. 

2  for  !N'epigon. 

4  for  The  Eiver  St,  Joseph. 

1  for  The  post  of  Vincennes. 

2  for  Camanistigoya* 

The  farmers  of  all  these  posts  have  made  representations  in 
order  to  Be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  amounts  due  (m 
their  leases,  ailing  that  they  have  incurred  heavy  losses.  This 
will  Cause  difficulties  which  we  foresee  we  cannot  settle  before 
the  departure  of  the  ships,  but,  until  things  diange,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  The  posts  will  yield  any  profit.     Monsieur  The 

Count  de  la  galiseoniere  Is  even  very  uncertain  whether  he  will 
be  able  to  have  the  commanding  officers  paid  the  gratuities  al- 
lowed them.     He  will  report  to  you  the  arrangement  he  may 

have  made  or  been  able  to  make  in  this  matter  with  Monsieur  de 
Beauhamois. 

Of  all  the  Canoes  that  started  This  year  for  the  Upper  Ocnm- 
tries  And  of  those  that  left  last  year  to  return  this  year,  88 
only  Have  arrived  that  came  fromi  Michilimakinac^  under  the 
Command  of  the  Sieur  Duplessis,  ESnsign.^     We  are  expecting 


iThis  post  was  built  by  the  Vdrendryes  In  1741.  There  has  been 
some  doubt  as  to  its  exact  situation,  but  it  was  on  or  near  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Manitoba. — ^Bd. 

2  Probably  Francois  Antoine  Lefebre,  81eur  Dupleasis,  born  in  1703; 
he  was  appointed  ensign  in  1741,  and  lieutenant  in  1750.  He  was  a 
younger  brother  of  the  Duplessis  who  commanded  at  La  Baye  in  1726; 
see  ante,  p.  17,  note  1. — ^Ed. 
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the  othere  whicli  will  ai-rive  late  if  they  come  at  all.  The  same 
Applies  to  those  from  Detroit.  In.  any  case,  the  retniTis  In  furs 
cannot  fail  lo  Be  very  sraall  And  we  do  not  Think  that  more 
thou  from  100  to  120  thousands  of  Beaver  skins  have  heen  re- 
ceived iu  the  OfBccfl  of  the  Company  of  the  Indies.  You  may 
judge  by  all  this,  Honseignciir,  of  tlit«  t-stoiit  to  wliich  this  por- 
tion of  the  TVade  of  the  Colony  Suffers,  And  of  the  difficnlty  of 
restoring  it.  We  prcsuini?  you  will  leave  us  nt  liberty  to  take 
the  measures  we  may  deem  most  suitable  to  attain  this  end,  And 
we  will  Work  in  concert,  but  we  will  for  the  present  abstain 
from  subniittiDg  prematiire  suggestions  to  you. 

Forts  Niagara  And  Frontenac  are  fully  supplied ;  the  last 
Consignment  Was  sent  at  the  end  of  last  month  In  24  Canoes. 
We  Expect  that  they  will  bring  down  the  remainder  of  the  fuiB 
obtained  by  trade  at  ihe  2  posts  And  which  should  Be  at  fort 
Frontenac.     A  portion  only  Has  arrived  so  Far. 

The  Company  of  the  Indies  Sent  last  year  450  pieces  of 
Scarlet  cloth  which  Were  distrihuted  amongst  the  voyageurs,  in 
proportion  to  the  Outfits,  after  deducting  what  Was  taken  for 
the  service.  This  quantity  was  far  from  sufficient  You  know 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  do  without  these  Stuffs,  It 
Ie  imperatively  necessary  that  The  Company  take  the  most  suit- 
able measures  (howercr  expensive  Tliey  may  Be)  to  have  a  good 
supply  Sent  out  next  year.  The  Trade  of  the  tTpper  Countries 
And  the  Beaver  trade  in  particular  cannot  he  kept  up  otherwise. 
*  «««««•« 

We  remain,  with  verj-  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
veiy  humble  And  Very  obedimt  servants, 

La  Q&lissoniebe 
HocquAKT 
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1747:     SALARY  OP  COMMANDANTS  OP  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Letter  of  La  Galissonidre  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  11, 
1747.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  87,  fol.  238.] 

Quebec,  October  11,  1747. 

MoNSEiGNEUB — It  wiU  be  very  difficult  for  me  this  year  to 
enter  into  details  regarding  what  are  called  the  posts  of  the  u]> 
per  countries,  and  into  a  comparison  between  the  old  system  and 
the  present  Establishment;  but  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beau- 
bamois  \^ill  be  able  to  give  you  full  information  on  the  subject 

I  will  merely  say  that  it  would  seem  to  me  just  that  the  offi- 
cers comimanding  those  posts  be  paid  r^ularly  the  gratuitieB 
that  have  been  granted  them,  and  that  such  payment  should  be 
made  even  if  no  revenue  be  derived  from  the  post  As  they 
have  no  share  in  the  incidental  profits  it  seems  that  they  should 
not  have  to  bear  the  losses.  They  have  all  the  more  reason,  to 
hope  for  this  favor  from  the  King  because  their  expenses  have 
increased  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  provisions^  and  to 
the  other  effects  of  the  war. 


I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur, 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 


Your 


La  Galissoniebb 


1747:     COUREURS  DES  BOIS  INJURE  TRADE 

[Letter  of  La  Oalissonidre  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  24,  1747. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  254.] 

[Quebec,  October  21,  1747.] 
MoNSEiQNEUK — ^lu  the  Letters  you  did  mie  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing to  me  you  spoke  to  me  about  the  injury  Done  to  Trade  and 
to  the  Nation  by  some  Coureurs  des  Bois.  This  disorder  has 
been  carried  further  this  year  than  it  has  Hitherto  Been  owing 
to  the  Disturbances  that  have  Arisen  in  the  Poets  chiefly  in  con- 
nection with  the  suppression  or  delay  of  Consignments  of  goods. 
I  know  of  one  remedy  only  and  that  is  to  Ship  some  of  those 
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offenders  to  Martiniqne  or  San  DnmiDgo,  and  forbid  them  to 
return  her©  or  to  Louisiana.  They  might  be  Employed  to  ad- 
Tantage  on  the  Privateers,  as  the  majority  are  Resohite  men. 
I  Hope  that  some  Examples  of  this  Kind  will  have  a  gimd  Effect 
and  that  you  will  give  me  your  approval  if  I  am  obliged  to  make 
Bu  example  of  some  of  them  before  I  receive  your  orders. 

I  .remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
VTy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Q-AUS80NIEBE 


17*7:     MEMOIR  ON  ENGLISH  ENCROACHMENTS 

[Memoir  of  Raymond  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  2,  I'4T. 
Bource,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  S9,  fol.  2t5.] 

MoNtiEioNEUK — Your  Grace  lias  Been  informed  that  the 
hurons  of  detroit  and  the  Yrocois  at  llie  Outlet  of  In  Riviere 
Blanche  have  killed  some  Frenehinen  at  Sandoske;  that  those 
same  Snvages  and  otlu-r  nntions  hiid  I'!iinm'<i  Torrclher  to  carry 
off  father  poitieiBi,  the  missionary  of  the  hurons,  and  Monsieur 
the  Chevalier  de  Longoeuil,  the  Comimandant  of  detroit;  to 
Make  themselves  meters  of  that  fort  and  to  slaughter  the  in- 
habitants: the  plot  of  Those  Savages  was  discovered  and  Uiis 
fortunately  caused  its  failure. 

This  leads  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  Begging  You,  Monseign- 
eur, to  obeerve  that  I  had  predicted  to  you  the  Kevolt  and  nn- 
faithfulness  of  the  Savages  of  the  Country  around'  detroit  As 
Your  Grace  muBt  have  Remarked  in  the  memorial  I  Had  the 
honor  of  Sending  You  from  Niagara  on  this  Subject  In  1T46, 
in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  Pointing  out  to  you  all  the  evil 
there  was  to  Fear  for  the  upper  countries  from  the  English 
Traders  who  were  allowed  to  Eetablish  tlicmsclvci  at  la  Riviere 
Blanche  in  the  Vicinity  nf  detroit  and  of  the  other  posts;  that 
The  English  would  infallibly  corrupt  and  Win  over  the  Savage 
nations'that  live  with  Them  on  That  River.  And  This  has  not 
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failed  to  happen  As  I  had  predicted  to  you.  They  have  buo- 
ceeded  so  well  in  making  them  their  devoted  Creatures  that  it 
is  these  same  Savages  who  at  their  instigation  have  killed  the 
French  at  Sandoekfi;  who  Wished  to  Surprise  detroit  to  pat 
those  same  English  there;  who.  As  there  is  every  reaaan  to  Be- 
lieve,  have  borne  their  present^  their  Collars^  and  their  speeches 
to  all  the  Siavage  nations  of  the  Begions  of  the  upper  oountry, 
and  who  have  Sucoeeded  so  well  in  their  negotiations  And  in 
making  them  side  with  the  English,  that  the  Outaouas  and 
Sauteux  of  Michillimaquinac  Wished  to  Surprise  that  fort  and 
Massacred  several  Frenchmen  Li  various  Places. 

I  Beg  You  to  observe^  Monseigneur,  that  the  cause  of  all  the 
ills  and  agitation  of  the  upper  country  is  due  to  the  Engjlish  who 
have  been  left  in  peace  at  la  Eaviere  Blanche;  and  that  all  that 
evil  was  fomented  there.*  In  my  memorial  I  took  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  Your  Grace  Effective  means  for  driving  them 
Away  fromi  there  without  occasioning  any  expenditure  to  the 
King  either  in  troops  or  in  money.  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  have  succeeded.  At  present  the  trouble  Has  become  too 
great,  the  evil  too  Wide-spread,  and  The  Savages  have  declared 
too  openly  In  favor  of  the  English  to  allow  of  its  being  under- 
taken. 

I  have  obtained  the  Knowledge  of  all  this  only  through  Hav- 
ing Charge  of  the  various  Savage  nations  while  I  was  CJomr 
mandant  at  Niagara,  where  I  applied  myself  Solely  to  Finding 
out  their  policy,  their  various  interests,  and  in  discovering  their 
intrigues,  and  This  had  led  me  to  foresee  that  they  would  be 
CJorrupted  And  Won  over  by  the  English  who  Trade  at  la  Riv- 
iere Blanche,  who  have  no  other  Object  than  to  Make  Them- 


iThe  Miami  had  for  many  years  intrigued  with  English  traders,  and 
permitted  them  the  freedom  of  their  towns;  in  1725  Bnglish  from  Car^ 
olina  had  built  two  houses  and  some  stores  "on  a  little  river  [White] 
which  flows  into  the  Wabash." — N.  Y.  Colon,  Does,,  ix,  p.  952.  The 
French  called  various  rivers  Rividre  Blanche;  this  is  the  one  passed 
by  Celeron,  a  tributary  of  the  Ohio  above  the  Great  Miami — ^probably 
the  Little  Miami,  although  Dunn,  Indiana  (Boston,  1888),  p.  65,  note  1, 
identifies  It  as  White  Oak  Creek,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio. — ^E3d. 
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selves  nioslera  of  all  the  upper  oountry  throiigh  the  Sole  medium 
of  the  Savages  whose  loinds  tbej  have  won  hy  their  address.  I 
hope  the  evil  will  not  become  greater,  but  I  should  not  Be  Sui- 
■   prised  if  it  did. 

The  only  way  to  remedy  it  and  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  all 
the  Savages,  the  peaceful  and  Complete  posaeeaion  of  all  the 
npper  cuuntiy,  and  the  Entire  Trade  with  all  the  Savages  that 
dwell  therev  Is,  therefore:  to  deprive  thera  of.  all  Communica- 
tion with  the  English.  To  succeed  in  this,  and  to  Establish  a 
lasting  peace  in  the  whole  of  the  upper  country,  let  Your  Grace 
make  England  Agree  in  the  next  treaty  of  peace  with  This 
Crown,  that  the  English  shall  abandon  and  Give  up  to  the  King 
for  ever  the  Complete  poaaession  of  the  fort  of  Chouegen ;  that 
they  Renounce  having  any  relation  with  the  Five  yrocoisses 
nations,  who  shall  Ilenuiin  subjects  of  His  uiajc&ty;  that  they 
shall  carry  on  no  Trade  either  directly  or  indirectly  throughout 
the  territory  Around  lakes  honlario,  lake  herrier,  lake  huron, 
Kiviin-e  Dlii7i-'lic  ;iihl  Ik-llo  RiviiTe;  th.it  all  tlip  EuirlUli  Trad- 
ing at  till'  -;,iil  I;i^i^I,■  Hlnriche  hikI  IWIo  Itivi,>f  am!  in  all 
their  depend^ioies  and  other  Bun-oonding  territories  ahall  Witli- 
draw  to  their  own  oatmtry  for  ever  Without  erer  being  allowed 
to  Ketum  and  carry  on  any  Trade,  or  even  Under  any  pretext 
whAtBoever. 

By  this  mean?  all  the  posts  and  upper  counbiee  will  Be  at 
peace  and  In  Safety,  the  Trade  will  heconie  double  what  the 
French  have  hitherto  done,  and  will  never  again  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  E^lish. 

With  Regard  to  I'isle  Royalle,  the  lands  of  la  Oadie,  and 
other  places,  I  would  not  take  the  liberty  of  saying  Anything. 
You  Know  better  than  anybody,  Monseigneur,  what  Should  be 
done  for  the  Safety  and  advantage  of  the  country.  I  most  hum- 
bly Beg  Your  Grace  to  pardon  me  if  I  vent^ure  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks Regarding  the  upper  countries  of  This  Colony ;  but  I  Beg 
you  At  the  same  time  to  Observe  that  my  zeal  and  my  devotion 
to  the  King's  Service  have  alone  led  me  to  take  that  liberty, 
with  The  Sole  desire  to  pay  my  respects  to  you,  to  deserve  The 
honor  of  your  proteoticm,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  remain,  witih 
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veiy  prcrfoiind  Bespeot,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  humble  And 
very  obedient  Servant, 

Db  Baymond^ 

Quebec,  November  2,  1747. 


1747:     POST  AT  CHEQUAMEJGON 

* 
[Letter  of  La  Oalissonldre  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Nov.  7,  1747.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  77, 
fol.  171.] 

QuEDEC,  November  7,  1747. 
MoNSEiGNEUB — ^Madame  Laronde,^  to  whom  you  IWere  good 
enough  In  1745  to  grant  The  Post  of  la  Pointe  de  CJhagouami- 
gon  for  3  years  More  Out  of  Consideration  for  her  family,  for 
her  husband's  services,  And  for  the  expense  he  had  incurred  in 
connection  with  The  Working  of  the  Copper  Mines,  And  on  con- 
dition of  the  payment  of  8,000  livres  per  annum,  is  going  to 
France  to  ask  you  to  let  her  Continue  to  have  That  post  Be- 
fore Embarking  she  has  begged  us  to  Set  forth  to  you  the  same 
reasons  And  to  add  Those  that  might  Induce  you  to  grant  her 
that  favor.  According  to  what  we  have  learned  from  Her,  it 
appears  certain  that  that  post  has  yiehlcd  but  little  profit  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  none  at  all  in  1746.  It  Is  to  be  presumed  that 
it  will  not  have  Been  Exploited  this  year  owing  to  the  troubles 
that  have  arisen  in  That  Quarter ;  This  will  Cause  her  damage 
that  would  render  unavailing  the  favor  you  have  granted  hen 


lA  valuable  officer  in  the  colonial  wars,  relative  of  Count  de  Ray- 
mond, commanding  at  Louisburg,  1758.  He  had  been  commandant  at 
Niagara,  and  was  sent  to  Miami  in  1749.  Captain  Raymond  com- 
manded the  colonial  troops  both  in  Dieskau's  expedition  of  1755,  and 
in  that  of  Montcalm  against  Abercrombie  in  1758.  In  the  latter  cam- 
ptLign  his  conduct  was  highly  commended  by  his  superior  officer. — EjD. 

2  Louise  Chartier,  widow  of  La  Ronde,  was  born  in  1690,  daughter  of 
Chartier  de  Lotbinidre,  a  counsellor  of  the  king,  and  lieutenant-general 
of  the  colony.  She  was  married  in  1709,  and  died  at  the  General  Hog- 
pital,  Montreal,  1761.— Ed. 
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Therefore,  Mcmseigneur,  we  ask  you  for  a  further  extensioii  of 
tiiat  Post  for  3  years  More  In  favor  of  thla  widow.  Periiapa, 
indeed,  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  the  favor  if  quiet  be  not 
restored  in  that  Country,  or  if,  in  consequence  of  the  Enquiry 
we  shall  make  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  would  he  advisable 
to  Exploit  the  Posts  iu  The  future,  it  should  be  found  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  King's  service  And  of  the  Trade  to  do  away  with 
some  of  tlio  posts,  And  thereby  compe]  the  savnjje?  t'"*  cfmif  and 
trade  at  those  that  would  be  well  Established  And  so  situated 
that  the  French  would  be  Safe  from  any  attact. 

We  remain,  witli  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  bumble  And  very  obedient  servants, 

La  Qalissokibbe 
hocqdabt 


i 


1747:     REVOLT  IN  THE  WE3T  SPREADS 

[Extracts  Ironj  the  diary  of  events  for  the  year  1747  aeot  by  ti« 
governor  and  lotendant  of  New  FraDce  to  the  French  Minister.  Re- 
printed  from  Jf.  T.  Colon.  Doca.,  x,  pp.  137-146.] 

Nov,  10th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letteirs  from  Michilimak- 
inac.  Lieutenant  St,  Pierre,  who  had  been  selected  to  oonunand 
the  convoy  sent  to  that  post  arrived  there  without  any  aotudent 
in  46  days.  Captain  de  Vercherea,  appointed  commandant  at 
the  Bay,  and  who  was  to  remain  at  MichilimakuSao  with  his 
traders  from  Montreal,  had  taken  his  departure  thenoe  for  hi* 
post  with  the  voyageurs.  M""  de  St.  Pierre  writes  us,  on  the 
22^  of  October,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  speak  to  the  Indians, 
who  were,  when  he  arrived,  all  gone  to  their  winter  quarters 
without  having  given  any  token  of  repentance  for  lie  outrage 
they  had  perpetrated.  It  is,  hence,  to  be  presunied  that  they 
persist  in  their  evil  dispositions ;  that  the  Marquis  de  Beauhar- 
nois'  orders,  sent  with  Sieur  de  Laverendrie  in  tie  month  of 
August,  have  been  badly  executed ;  that  'twas  the  only  means 
of  reducing  those  Nations;  that  he  does  not  anticipate  e 
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otherwise  than  by  depriving  them  of  the  supplies  they  derive 
for  the  support  of  their  families,  and  whidh  they  cannot  dis- 
pense with;  this  might  have  been  effected  were  the  traders  pre> 
vented  going  to  the  different  poste,  according  to  the  Marquis 
de  Beauhamois'  intentions;  and  this  officer  takes  iHa  occasion 
of  saying,  that  it  would  be  well  not  to  allow  the  canoes  to 
]eave  Montreal  next  Spring  for  Midiilimakinao  and  other 
posts,  until  he  have  informed  us  of  the  sentiments  in  which  the 
Nations  of  that  country  will  then  be,  and  as  soon  as  he  shall 
have  learned  their  intentions  he  will  take  occasion  to  report 
them  to  ua 

M'  de  St  Pierre  adds,  that  he  has  recalled  a  Pouteouatamie 
chief,  who  was  going  to  Montreal  with  the  French  who  were 
taking  down  their  peltries;  it  is  the  only  Nation  to  be  relied 
on.  He  has  spoken  to  this  chief  by  two  Belts;  the  firsts  to 
congratulate  him  on  the  good  conduct  observed  up  to  the  present 
time  by  the  people  of  his  tribe,  hinting  to  him  that  they  ought 
not  to  listen  to  evil  talks;  that  they  ought  to  barken  only  to 
their  father^s  words^  which  alone  they  ought  to  rely  on.  The 
second,  to  engage  them  not  to  leave  their  village,  as  he  has 
been  informed  that  M.  de  Bertet,  the  commandant  at  the 
Illinois,^  was  usins  every  appliance  at  his  disposal  to  attract 
them,  which  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  public  service, 
because,  being  sure  of  the  fidelity  of  that  Nation,  it  will  always 
be  a  barrier  in  the  "W^ay  of  the  others,  and  the  means  to  keep 
them  in  check. 

Sends  back  Sieur  Laverendie,  Jun',  to  Montreal  in  com- 
mand of  the  convoy  he  brought  to  Michilimakinac. 

*  *  *  #  *  *«  # 

Nov.  14th  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Chevalier  de 
Longueuil,  conmaandant  of  Detroit,  dated  24^  and  25*^  of 
August  last,  whereof  this  is  an  extract: 

The  Hurona  of  Sandosket,  and  of  Nicolas'  band,  continue 
insolent ;  this  chief  is  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  gain  allies. 

Divers  Hhiron  war  parties  that  had  been  against  the  Chica- 

iThis  should  be  Bertel  (Berthel),  who  was  governor  of  the  Illinois 
country  1743  to  1748  or  1749.— Ed. 
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chns,  Coling,*  &c.,  have  returned,  and  been  to  see  M'  de  Long- 
uetiil,  like  people  who  have  no  share  in  Xicnlas'  aflfairs;  but  tlie 
ambi^itiee  of  their  talk  afford  nothing  to  he  relied  on. 

The  same  Nicolas  sent  back  Ihe  people  of  the  White  river 
who  were  on  their  way  to  Detroit,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
6  Frenchmen  killed  by  the  Hurons.  He  likewise  persuaded 
27  Ohaouenons  to  turn  back  who  were  coining  to  answer  MT  de 
Lon^euil's  message,  and  as  tlie  sole  result  of  the  expenses 
incurred  for  that  nation  (of  the  village  of  Sonnii>to\'  be  saw 
one  Chaouenon  arrive  on  the  23'^  of  August,  in  company  with 
3  Iroquois,  who,  on  landing,  went  to  the  little  Huron  village 
adjoining  the  fort;  being  desirous,  no  doubt,  to  consult  with 
the  Huron  and  arrange  the  speech  they  were  to  deliver.  Theoe 
deputies  had  not  been  to  visit  M""  de  Longueuil  until  the  next 
day,  tho  24'",  giving  as  an  excuse  that  they  did  not  land  at  the 
fort,  they  had  not  yet  spoken  on  the  25*",  the  date  of  this  ofSoer'a 
last  letter;  and  were  not  to  do  so  until  the  27***.  Some  tniaty 
Indians  have  assured  him  that  any  secreta  they  would  oom- 
municale  to  him  would  certainly  be  discovered  by  these  deputaee. 
l^inousaki,  an  Outaouas  chief,  who  is  attached  to  us,  has  said 
that  no  matter  how  things  would  turn,  the  Chaonenons  'will 
never  oons^t  to  leave  the  village  of  Sonnioto,  which  clreum- 
&tanoe  would  be  favorable  to  us. 

'W  de  Longueuil  had  just  learned  underhand,  thnou^  some 
Indians  who  were  acquainted  with  the  4  deputies,  that  aocie 
Englishmen  had  come  to  Sandosket  with  anununition  to  NioolaB 
ajid  his  men.  The  Hurons  of  the  village  on  Bois  blanc  ialaod, 
who  are  near  the  fort,  have  seen  these  two  Englishmen  and 
have  not  spoken  of  thero>  which  proves  clearly  their  under- 
standing with  those  of  Sandosket,  and  that  they  requested 
leave  to  remain  near  the  fort  only  for  the  purpose  of  watching 
our  movements  more  closely,  so  as  to  informi  Nicolas  thereof, 
and  to  advise  him  of  the  preparations  that  may  be  making 

'Probably  a  mlaprlnt  for  Cherokee. — Ed. 

2The  Ylllage  at  the  mouth  of  Scioto  River.    This  was  swept  away 
by  a  flood  a  Tew  years  later.    See  "Croghan'H  Journals,"  in  Tbwaltes, 
Earl]/  Weatem  Travels,  1,  p.  133. — Bd. 
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against  him.  These  same  Hurons  persist^  however,  in  wishing 
to  return  to  Bois  blanc  island,  because  it  is  their  interest  to 
occupy  that  post  which  is  the  key  of  Detroit,  whilst  ]^ioolaa 
on  his  side  will  draw  the  English  to  him,  and  afford  them 
facilities  for  establishments  all  along  Lake  Erie  as  far  as  the 
Miamis  [Maumee]  river.  M^  de  Longueuil  is  not  in  a  oonr 
dition  to  oppose  all  these  enterprises;  he  is  a  witness  of  their 
project  every  day,  without  having  the  power  to  make  the  first 
step  to  counteract  them ;  which  excites  wonder  among  the  other 
nations,  and  leads  them  to  entertain  unfavorable  opinions  in 
regard  to  ua. 

The  Outaoua  appears  altogether  insensible  to  the  misfortunes 
that  threaten  the  fort,  and  does  not  care  about  helping  us. 

The  Pouteouatamis  are,  as  M^  de  Longueuil  believes,  the 
best  disposed ;  he  has  no  fault  to  find  with  them ;  they  are,  coo^ 
sequently,  the  only  persons  he  can  confide  in. 

A  party  of  the  Miamis  have  come  to  danoe  the  Calumet  at 
the  fort;  another  section  have  been  to  visit  Nicolas  at  San- 
dusket;  the  ceremony  attendant  on  the  former  has  been  verjr 
expensive;  their  reception,  the  good  cheer  for  the  space  of  15 
days,  and  the  presents  which  have  been  made  to  them  with 
a  view  both  to  destroy  unfavorable  impressions  among  them, 
and  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  French  who  are  in  their  village, 
have  cost  a  great  deal. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Detroit  on  the  25th  of  August 
We  are  in  hopes  that  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  and  of  Father 
Larichardie  will  contribute  to  the  peace  of  that;  post,  or,  at 
least,  that  the  reinforcements  we  have  sent  thither  will  enable 
M.  de  Longueuil  to  resist  the  attacks  of  our  enemies,  if  he  can 
do  nothing  against  them,  after  having  exhausted  all  available 
means,  regard  being  had  to  existing  circumstances. 

Miamis 

Ensign  Douville,*  who  had  been  sent  last  spring  to  invite 
the  Miamis  to  come  down-  to  Montreal,  writes  to  the  Marquis 

1  Probably  the  same  officer  who  was  kiUed  in  an  attack  on  a  Virginia 
fort  in  1757;  and  possibly  the  one  who  was  with  Villiers  in  Wisconsin 
In  1733.    See  ante,  p.  188. — Bd. 
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de  la  Galissonni^re  from  Detroit  25""  of  August,  that  after 
sonip  delay  ha  haJ  arrived  at  that  post  witli  Oi)Idfoot,"  the 
chief  of  the  Miaiuis,  the  Poro-Epic  [hedge  hog]  and  theor 
young  men  whom  he  was  bringing  down  to  Montreal;  he  had 
learnt,  by  a  letter  from  the  Commnndoot  of  Niagara,  that  there 
was  a  party  of  Mohawks  at  the  portage  of  that  fort;  more- 
0%-er,  that  Chevalier  de  Longueuil  had  just  learned  the  derange- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Michilimakinac,  which  has  obliged  Sieur 
Douville  to  send  back  these  Indians  who  have  g^von  him:  all 
their  measagea,  aa  did  also  the  other  nations  when  he  was  witi 
them,  and  all  have  authorised  him  to  inform  their  father  of 
their  sentiments  towards  the  French.  These  nations  are  abso- 
lutely in  want  of  powder. 

Sieur  Douville  states  that  he  has  had  news  fromi  the  Miamis, 
that  everything  was  quiet  since  his  departure  on  the  3**  of  July. 

He  han  had  assurances  that  the  Senecas  had  given  an  "F-wg- 
lish  Belt  to  I<a  Deuurtiselle,  chief  of  a  jx-rtion  of  the  Miamis," 
allies  of  the  English,  to  procure  his,  Sieur  Douville's  assassina- 
tion, with  a  reward  to  whomsoever  should  carry  his  head  to  the 
English  Governor.  The  same  course  has  been  pursued  towards 
M'de  Longueuil. 

■  Coldfeet  (Froldpled)  was  a  faithful  friend  of  the  French;  the  Mi- 
ami attack  upon  the  whites  occurred  In  hta  absence.  He  endeavored 
to  neutralize  the  Influence  of  La  Demoleelle  and  his  English  Intrigues 
(see  pott),  and  retained  a  large  number  of  his  tribe  at  the  French  post 
on  the  Maumee,  where  Cdloron  met  him  In  1749.  He  died  Of  t^  amall- 
pox  in  1752. — Ed. 

>La  Demoiselle,  called  Old  BrlUin  b7  the  Bngllsh,  led  a  band  of  Mi- 
ami Irom  the  Maumee  River  and  settled  <ahout  1748)  on  the  Great 
Hlaml,  at  the  mouth  of  Loramie  Creek,  near  the  present  Plqua,  Ohio. 
There  he  wsa  visited  by  Cfiloron  and  urged  to  return  to  his  former 
station.  At  this  village  the  Indians  permitted  the  English  to  erect  a 
trading  house  in  1760,  which  was  known  as  PIckawillany  and  was  vis- 
ited by  Crogban  and  Olst  as  official  representatives  of  Fennsflvania. 
In  1752  the  French  Indians,  led  by  Langlade  of  Wisconsin,  attacked 
this  town,  captured  several  traders,  and  killed  and  ate  tbe  body  of  the 
chief  La  Demoiselle.  See  Journals  of  William  Trent,  pp.  84-88.  Also 
a  somewhat  Imaginative  picture  In  a  recent  life  of  Langlade,  Bravett 
of  the  Brave,  by  P.  V.  Lawson,  of  Menaaha,  Wis.— En. 
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Ouyatanons 

Ensign  Chevalier  de  La  Peyrade,  oommandant  at  the  post  of 
the  Ouyatanons,  writes  from  Detroit,  om  the  24^  of  August^ 
that  he  was  on  his  way  down  to  Montreal  with  the  Nationa 
from  the  Oubache,  when  he  learned,  in  the  lyTiamiB  river,  the 
treacheiy  of  the  Hurons;  that  this  intelligenoe,  conjoined  to 
other  circumstances,  obliged  those  ^Nations  to  return  to  their 
village,  where  they  were  pretty  quiet  when  he  left  them  to  come 
to  Detroit,  where  he  is  waiting  for  news  from  Niagara  to  return 
to  the  Ouyatanons  to  continue  his  services  thera 

We  are  in  receipt^  also,  of  news  from  the  River  St.  Joseph* 
Sieur  Laperriere  Maidn,  commanding  at  that  post,  writes  ua 
on  the  5^^  and  30*^  of  Jiily  last  It  appears  that  the  English 
are  endeavoring  to  debauch  the  Nations  belonging  to  that  post, 
as  well  as  all  the  others,  by  the  unfavorable  impressions  they 
are  trying  to  insinuate  among  them  by  means  of  the  5  Nations, 
who  continue  to  embroil  all  the  affairs,  and  employ  every  pre- 
text to  bring  about  the  destruction  of  the  French  of  that  post. 
The  Pouteouatamies  appear  always  in  our  interests ;  they  have 
made  many  protestations  to  Sieur  La  Perriere  of  the  attach* 
ment  they  have  long  felt^  and  will  continue  to  entertain,  for 
their  fatJier,  the  French. 

Fifty  Ouyatanons  came  to  said  post  on  the  Eiver  St.  Joseph, 
to  express  the  pain  they  felt  at  the  treachery  of  the  Hurons 
at  Detroit;  that  they  are  ready  to  attack  those  who  had  killed 
tiie  French ;  that  their  father  had  only  to  speak. 

The  commandants  at  Niagara  and  Fort  Frontenao  write  us, 
also,  on  the  10*^  of  October.     Everything  was  quiet  there. 


Nov.  23rd.  We  are  in  receipt  of  news  from  Detroit  and 
the  Illinois.  The  former  are  very  interesting.  Chevalier  de 
Longueuil,  the  commandant,  writes  us,  on  the  22*  of  October 
last,  and  gives  us  an  account  of  what  occurred  at  his  post  since 
the  25*^  of  August,  the  date  of  his  last  despatch.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  substance  of  his  conmiunication : 
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Blow  struck  at  Michilimahinuc.^  The  4  Cbaouennon  depu- 
ties who  arrived  on  the  23^  of  August,  spoke  on  the  26''';  he 
does  not  place  much  reliance  on  what  thev  said ;  he  had,  not- 
withstanding, treated  them  weil.  These  Indians  have  remained 
long  enough  at  l>eLroit  to  discover  the  thoughts  of  the  otheff 
N'ations,  and  the  difficulty  under  which  the  poet  labored;  they 
have  also  been  witneBsea  of  a  new  attack  which  the  Sauteurs  of 
the  River  Aux  Sables,  who  murdered  the  Frenchmen  at  Chibao- 
enani,'  have  just  made  at  Detroit  within  a-+lhs  of  a  league 
of  the  fort,  where  they  killed,  on  the  31*'  of  August,  a  settler 
named  ilartineau^  who  had  imprudontlj  gone  too  far  into  the 
woods.  These  murderers,  4  in  number,  scalped  him,  and  it 
ia  asserted,  sent,  on  the  part  of  Mamahoekisigo,  the  scalp  to 
the  Iroquois  with  two  pieces  of  cloth  from  the  pillage  of 
Chabaoenani. 

The  Montreal  convoy  arrived  safe  at  Detroit  on  the  22^  of 
September,  escorted  by  about  150  men,  including  the  merchants 
and  their  servants.  This  relief  is  the  salvation  of  Detroit,  and 
has  apparently  made  an  impression  on  the  Nations. 

The  Jliamis,  and  j")crli:ii'-=  :il-'i  t!ii-  Oiiyataiions,  are  in  dis- 
order. Tie  former  allowed  themselves  to  be  gained  over  by 
die  Belts  of  Nicolas,  who  represented  to  them  that  Detroit 
had  been  razed  by  the  Lake  tribes;  that  oonsequently  they 
eould  no  longer  defer  killing  the  French  who  were  anumg  thenL 
The  Hiamis  have  listened  to  this  mee&age.  They,  first,  aedzed 
eight  Frenchmen  who  were  in  the  fort  of  that  post,  wfaon^ 
however,  they  did  not  injure;  they  afterwards  seised  the  prop- 
erty and  burnt  a  portion  of  the  buildings.  TVo  of  the  8 
Frenchmen  whom  the  Miamis  had  allowed  to  leave  uninjured, 
arrived  at  Detroit  on  the  1^  of  October. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  convoy,  M'  de  Longueuil  being  ignorant 
of  what  was  going  on  at  the  Miamis,  and  wishing  to  be  informed 

iThe  context  ehawa  that  tbls  should  be  Detroit — Ea 

3Tbe  Island  of  La  Cloche;  see  ante,  p.  462,  note  3,  and  N.  Y.  Colon. 

Doca.,  X.  p.  1S3. — a>. 
■  Pierre  Martlneau,  bom  In  Montreal,  son  of  Jean  Philippe,  dit  St 

Onge. — Bd. 
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thereof,  before  allowing  the  lessees  (of  the  Posts)  to  go  therei 
sent  4  French  deputies  thither  with  messages  to  the  Mianifia^ 
to  induce  them  to  come  to  Detroit  The  deputies  arrived  at 
the  Miamis  after  the  blow  had  been  struck;  nevertheless^  they 
prevailed  on  a  good  many  of  the  Indians  of  that  Nation  to 
come  to  Detroit,  to  be  disabused  by  their  own  eyes  of  Nioolas' 
impositions.  But  discouraged  on  seeing  themselves  notified 
by  the  arrival  of  a  second  Belt  from  Nicolas,  in  confirmation 
of  the  first,  they  went  back  to  their  village,  and  have  merely 
sent  to  Detroit  two  deputies,  whom  M'^  de  Longueuil  has 
immediately  sent  home  with  messages  to  disabuse  that  Nation 
of  the  evil  speeches  of  Nioolaa.  Jaret,  a  Miamis  chief,  of  the 
village  of  Tepicourt,*  was  at  Detroit  during  all  this  disorder. 
M'^  de  Longueuil  has  thought  proper  to  send  him*  without 
delay  to  try  and  restore  good  order,  and  more  particularly  to 
save  the  six  Frenohmien  who  are  detained  prisoners. 

The  Outaouas  and  Pouteoutamies  came  to  Detroit,  previ- 
ous to  the  arrival  of  the  convoy,  to  renew  the  treaty  of  aUianee. 
M'^  de  Longueuil  places  no  dependenx^e  on  the  circumstanoe; 
their  past  conduct  gives  him  eveiy  reason  to  doubt  their  sin- 
cerity. A  few  days  afterwards  this  officer  called  together 
these  same  Outaouas  and  Pouteoutamies,  and  the  others  who 
were  desirous  to  visit  him.  Eje  communicated  to  them  oar 
despatch  of  the  22^  of  July,  relative  to  the  murder  of  the  6 
Frenchmen  by  the  Hurons,  explaining  to  them  their  father's 
intentions  in  regard  to  this  murder,  and  lihe  condition  on  which 
he  would  pardon  the  Hurons  therefor.  The  meeting  applauded^ 
and  two  Huron  Chiefs,  of  the  number  of  tte  seemingly  faith- 
ful, in  company  with  some  others  of  that  nation,  have  been 
to  carry  this  message  to  Nicolas  at  Sandosket.  Tbs  comimia^ 
sion  being  executed,  these  deputies  have  reported  for  answer 
that  Nicolas  did  accept,  but  was  desirous  of  waiting  the  return 
of  Sastaredzy,*  on  whose  arrival  he,  Nicolas,  would  i^epair  to 


lA  Miami  tribe,  also  called  Tepicon,  possibly  upon  the  Tippecanoe 
River.    See  Dunn,  Indiana,  p.  67,  note  1. — ^Ed. 

2 Note  on  original  MS.:  "This  Huron  Chief,  much  respected  by  hit 
Nation,  had  died  at  Quebec  on  the  4th  of  August" 
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Detroit  to  conclude  (peace)  ;  but  whilst  this  Traitor  waa  giv- 
ing this  answer,  he  liail  meaaengera  out  a  secoiwi  time  to  tell 
&e  iliamis  that  Detroit  was  razed,  &c.,  which  caused  thoee  of 
the  Miamis  to  turn  baok  who  were  coming  to  Detroit,  aa  almdy 
mentioned. 

The  Sauteura  above  Detroit  oame  to  demand  an  asylum. 
M.  de  Long:ueiu]  received  them,  notwithstanding  the  causes  of 
diaconteut  afforded  by  their  past  conduct,  which  he  promised 
to  forget  if  thev  would  be  wise. 

Thirty  families  from  Saguinan,  whom  Mikinac,  an  Outaotua 
diief,  had  invited,  came  also  for  the  same  purpose,  and  gare 
some  strings  of  Wampum  as  assurance?  of  llioir  future  fidelity. 

There  are  a  great  many  peltries  at  Detroit,  which  cannot 
be  brought  down  until  next  year;  again,  M,  de  Longuenil 
must  first  receive  new?  of  aid  from  Montreal,  otherwise  it 
would  be  very  hazardous  to  send  them  down.  The  Ontaouas 
and  Pouteouatainia  have,  at  different  times,  assured  the  com- 
mandant that  were  the  French,  who  had  come  from  Montreal, 
to  seiwrate  from  him,  the  enemy  would  renew  their  threats 
and  hostilities;  but  he  does  not  place  the  least  reliance  on  what 
they  say,  nor  on  their  renewing  alliance.  "HieBe  nations  a» 
only  endeavoring  to  get  their  supplies  out  of  us,  and  to  di»- 
cover  a  favorable  opportunity  to  betray  ua  irrevocably.  M'  de 
Longueuil  is,  consequently,  obliged  to  ask  us  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  and  provisions,  at  the  very  opening  of  the  spring, 
BO  as  to  be  able  to  jyut  a  atop  to  their  intrigues.  Tbere  are 
not  provisions  at  Detroit  for  any  length  of  time;  he  asks,  in 
like  manner,  that  Niagara  be  abimdantly  provided  for  die 
security  of  the  convoys  up  and  down. 

The  Outaouas  and  Sautcurs  thought  that  the  sacrifice  of  one 
of  their  unfortimate  prisoners  [esclave]  whom  they  accused 
of  having  come  around  the  fort  witli  an  evil  design,  would  be 
sufficient  to  procure  for  them  a  restoration  of  our  confidence. 
They  gave  him.  up  to  M'  de  Longueuil,  who  has  been  obliged 
to  receive  him.  He  gave  him  to  the  Abenaquls,  who  accom- 
pany the  Montreal  convoy. 

This  Officer,  not  being  able  to  send  any  Traders  to  the  Miamis 
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tmtil  the  Nation  return  to  its  duty,  sends  back  to  Montreal 
Ensif^  Douville,  who  commanded  at  that  po6t>  and  who  wtui 
at  Detwit  at  the  time  the  Indians  committed  the  pillage;  he 
sends  back,  in  like  manner,  40  Frenchmen  and  the  Abenaquis^ 
who  formed  part  of  the  convoy,  to  rejwrt  to  us  the  state  of 
affairs  at  his  poet. 

Father  La  Richardie  and  M'  de  Belestre  arrived  at  Detroit^ 
on  the  20^**  of  October,  with  the  Huron  Deputies  who  came 
to  Quebec  last  summer. 

M"^  de  Longueuil  will  concert  with  that  missionary  the  best 
measuref^  to  turn  his  voyage  to  good  account,  and  so  sooni  as 
that  commandant  will  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Miamis  and  Hurons,  he  will  dispatch  two  canoes,  well  armed^ 
to  advise  us  of  the  circumstance. 

News  froni  the  Illinois  ^ 

The  intelligence  from  the  Illinois  is  equally  interesting. 
Chevalier  de  Berthet,  the  commandant,  writes  us  from  Gasikar 
quias  [Kaskaskia],  the  11***  of  August  It  appears  from  his 
letter  of  the  *  *  *  that  there  has  been  considerable  trouble 
in  his  district;  it  appears  even  that  since  the  irruption  of  the 
Detroit  Hurons,  all  the  other  Tribes,  infected  with  their 
example,  are  excited,  and  desirous  to  side  with  them.  The 
following  is  the  substance  of  what  that  oflBcer  writes  to  us: 

Three  strange  Indians,  from  Fond  du  Lac,*  came  at  the 
end  of  July  to  the  Illinois  country,  with  a  message  from'  the 
English,  in  the  name  of  the  Iroqu<Hs,  Hurons,  Abenaquis,  Poojb 
and  Outaouas,  and  all  the  Ouabash  Tribes,  inviting  the  Illinois 
to  abandon  the  French,  otherwise  they  were  dead  men;  or  if 
they  would  not  of  themselves  destroy  the  French,  to  withdraw 
and  go  to  the  Caokias  [Cakokia],  and  they  would  come  and 
cut  them  (the  French)  off;  after  which  the  English  would 
come  to  the  Hlinois  and  supply  their  necessities  abundantly. 
Our  Illinois  had  almost  consented  to  the  act,  when  UP  die 
Berthet,   who   was   informed    of   the   design   of  these   three 


lA  name  applied  to  the  most  distant  end  of  many  bodies  of  water.. 
Probably  this  was  the  western  end  of  Lake  Ontario. — ^Bd. 
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strangers,  demanded  that  they  should  speak  in  his  preeenoe^ 
Which  they  refused  to  do,  and  the  Illinois  approved.  How- 
ever, the  latter  promised  him  ttat  they  should  give  him  com- 
munication of  whatever  would  be  said ;  but  their  oouncQ  being 
held  during  the  night  they  reported  to  this  oommandant  what- 
ever they  pleaded.  The  latter  seeing  that  the  Illinois  were 
deceiving  him,  gave  them  to  understand,  in  a  meeting,  that  he 
knew  everything,  and  that  they  could  not  conceal  aught  from 
him.  Tlieee  Indians,  on  reflection,  admitted  tlie  fact  They 
placed  in  his  hands  the  message  in  question,  which  consisted 
of  a  shell,  a  calumet  and  some  tobacco.  He  returned  it  to 
them  immediately,  and  told  them  to  give  it  back  to  those  who 
had  brought  it;  one  of  these  three  strange  Indians  took  this 
message,  and  said,  he  would  not  return  back  with  it;  he  said, 
he  should  be  ashamed  to  take  it  back,  and,  being  himself  an 
Illinois,  remained  with  his  people. 

M'  de  Berthet  has  been  informed  by  a  Huron  returning  from, 
the  Ohicaehas  war,  who  had  spent  tlie  winter  at  Sonnioto  with 
the  Chaouenons,  of  the  league  formed  by  the  latter  to  destroy 
the  Upper  country  posts;  this  Huron  has  assured  him  that 
the  Iroquois  of  the  Great  village,  as  well  as  all  the  other  nations, 
had  accepted  the  tomahawk  against  the  French,  and  had  all 
reunited  together  to  seize  all  the  French  posts,  banning  with 
the  Illinois  country;  that  this  attack  would  be  made  during 
the  August  moon,  and  at  the  fall  of  the  leaf;  and  that  he  was 
present  when  the  belts  were  distributed  for  the  conspiracy; 
that  he  vouched  for  the  truth,  and  warned  him  to  be  on  his 
guard.  He  added,  that  should  the  expedition  not  take  place 
at  the  time  he  mentioned,  it  would  be  postponed  until  the 
ensuing  spring,  or  the  affair  would  go  to  sleep  altogether. 
La  Demoiselle,  the  Miamis  chief,  is  the  concoctor  of  this  league. 
Had  M.  Berthet  been  provided  with  some  merchandise,  he 
might  have  hoped  to  stop  these  tribes,  being  known  to  the 
principal  ones ;  but  his  poverty  has  reached  the  point  that  there 
is  not  in  the  King's  stores  nor  among  the  traders,  an  ell  of 
cloth,  nor  a  particle  of  ammunition  to  defend  themselves  in 
case  they  are  attacked.     This  circumstance  has  obliged  him 
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to  concentrate  his  forces  at  the  village  of  Caskaquias,  and  to 
abandon  the  other  settlements  to  the  mercy  of  the  Indiana. 
He  has  not  received  any  aid  from  New  Orleans  within  16 
months,  nor  does  he  know  whether  the  English  are  masters 
of  the  Colony,  or  if  his  Majesty  have  abandoned  Louisiana. 
He  has  demanded  some  succor  of  M?  de  Longueuil  at  Detroit, 
as  he  expected  none  from  New  Orleans  until  the  end  of  the 
fall,  and  it  is  even  unoertain  whether  any  will  oome,  as  ho 
learned  that  the  Chaouenons,  settled  on  the  Ouabache,  in 
union  with  the  Ohorakis,  Chicadbas  and  Abenaquis,  were  to 
coime  to  the  Mississipi  to  watch  the  convoy,  and  to  stop  it  if 
possible.  This  officer  is  impatiently  expecting  the  aid  he  has 
demanded  of  Chevalier  de  Longueuil,  in  order  to  ward  off  the 
storm  that  threatens  the  Hlinois  ooimtry,*  the  loss  of  whicih 
would  be  a  serious  drawback,  inasmuch  as  the  "Rngliah  being 
once  masters  of  that  country,  would  not  find  any  difficulty  in 
gaining  the  nations  wholly  to  their  interest,  and  by  that  means 
could  easily  seize  the  entire  colony  of  Louisiana.  MF  de 
Bertet  has  sent  three  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Hlinois 
to  New  Orleans  to  see  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  in  order  thereby  to 
gain  time  and  arrest  any  evil  designs  that  nation  might  enter- 
tain against  us. 

Dec  3rd.  Elnsign  Leborgne*  arrive©  from  Detroit,  whence 
he  has  been  detached  by  M.  de  Longueuil  on  duty.  He  brings 
to  us  an  Outaouas  and  a  Pouteouatamis,  whom  the  two  Nations 
send  as  delegates  to  the  General,  to  treat  of  existing  affairs 
at  Detroit.     M"^  de  Longueuil  writes  us  on  the  2°*  of  Novemr 


iNote  on  original  MS.:  "Cheyalier  de  Longueuil  writes,  on  the  25th 
of  August,  that  he  is  waiting  for  the  convoy  to  send  supplies  to  the 
ininols." 

spaul  Leborgne,  in  1744  second  ensign  in  which  capacity  he  served 
at  Fort  Frontenac  in  the  same  year.  In  1749,  after  being  made  first 
ensign,  he  accompanied  C61oron  on  his  Journey  down  the  Ohio.  Pro- 
moted to  a  lieutenancy  in  1753,  he  was  in  service  on  Lake  Champlain 
in  1757-58;  and  the  following  year,  after  receiving  his  captaincy,  was 
slightly  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Quebec — ^Bd. 
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Iwr.  The  apprehended  stnu^ty  of  proviBions  baa  obliged  him 
to  diBehar;ge  some  men  whom  he  woiild,  neverthelees,  recimra 
The  affairs  of  t-hat  p-wt  ai-e  no  better  improved  than  -when  he 
Wrote  on  the  22"''  of  October  lust.  This  officer  has  no  news 
irom  the  Hurona,  Kianiis  or  from  the  Ouabache;  he  is  expect- 
ing the  messengers  he  lias  sent  thither,  and  who  are  greatly 
behind  their  time.  He  calculated,  however,  on  sending  Ensign 
Belestre  off  immediately,  with  an  escort  of  12  Frenchmen,  for 
the  poat  on  the  River  St.  Joseph,  which  he  is  to  command; 
also,  to  send  off  Sieiir  Lapeyrade,  with  a  like  escort,  for  tho 
Ouyatanons,  and  a  similar  detachment  for  the  Illinois;  all 
overland. 

M'  de  IjDngiieuil  states  that  he  is  unsnccessful,  for  the  fourth 
time,  in  sending  some  Huron  deputies  to  Sandosliet;  does  not 
know  what  will  be  the  result  of  these  goings  and  comings;  he 
thinks  that  the  Hurons  are  seeking  only  to  procrastinate  matr 
ters  so  as  to  be  able  to  surprise  Detroit,  hy  means  of  rein- 
forcemeiits  they  are  expecting  from  their  allies,  and  to  gain 
time  to  take  refuge  in  some  place  at  a  distance  from  the  danger 
that  menaces  them.  That  officer  transmits  to  us  the  message 
v/hk-h  Mikina<-.  Iho  f>iit!ioiuis  chit-f,  ;iii<I  Onniipii-sot.  the 
Pouteouatamis  chief,  communicated  to  him,  on  the  part  of  their 
villaces,  for  the  Marquis  d©  La  Galissonniere,  confirmation  of 
which  theiy  seind  by  the  two  deputies  of  theee  N'ations.  By 
this  meeeage  these  two  chiefs  demand  that  a  hundred  Frendi- 
meu  and  Indians  he  sent  to  Detroit  in  the  middle  of  winter; 
the  Indians  to  be  selected  from'  those  who  are  not  in  alliance 
with  the  Nations  of  that  post,  so  that  their  conduct  may  not 
he  any  obstacle  to  their  design  of  reducing  the  Huron,  who 
seems  inclined  to  persist  in  his  evil  intentions.  Mikinac^ 
speaking  on  the  part  of  the  Outaouas  Nation,  which  has  imvited 
the  Huron,  says,  that  though  it  forms  a  separate  part  of  the 
village  of  Detroit,  he  undertakes,  by  the  Belts  he  will  send 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  to  all  the  chiefs  of  that  Naticm, 
to  make  the  guilty  return  to  their  duty  and  determine  on  ask- 
ing  pardon.  They  add,  by  these  messages,  a  request,  if  the 
100  Frenchmen  and  Indiana  be  accorded  to  them,  that  the 
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General  grant  them  a  chief,  whom  they  love  and  respect,  and 
that  this  number  of  men,  whom;  they  expect  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  be  followed  by  a  like  reinforcement,  at  the  opening  of 
the  navigation,  fully  supplied  with  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  'twill  be  seen  what  use  they  vnW  make  of  these  rein- 
forcements, should  the  Huron  be  opposed  to  that  tranquillity 
the  two  Nations  desire. 

Two  Lorette  Hurons,  who  accompanied  Father  La  Kiehardie^ 
have  asked  to  remain  at  Detroit;  M'  de  Longueuil  expects 
to  send  them  this  winter  to  us  with  reliable  news  from  the 
Hurons.  That  oflScer  persists  in  demanding  a  reinforcement 
of  men  and  provisions  in  the  spring. 

M'  de  Longueuil  annexes  to  his  letter  a  not©  of  the  demands 
made  by  Mikinac,  an  Outaouas  Chief;  namely,  a  fine  scarlet 
coat^  with  silver  facings,  similar  to  that  sent  to  Einousaki, 
another  Outaouas  chief;  a  fine  shirt  and  a  silver  hilted  sword. 
This  ofiicer  desires  us  to  grant  this  request,  which  will  satisfy 
this  chief,  and  adds,  that  he  has  need,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture, of  this  man,  who,  if  refused,  may  be  the  cause  of 
serious  disorder;  that  this  chief  desires  these  presents  to  be 
sent  him  this  winter,  so  as  to  be  able  to  decorate  his  person 
on  the  arrival  of  the  !N'ations  in  tie  spring,  and  to  show, 
thereby,  that  he  is  not  less  esteemed  than  Kinousaki, 

Dec.  2l8t.  The  General  has  given  audience  of  leave  to  the 
two  Pouteouatamis  and  Outaouas  deputies,  who  will  depart 
immediately  for  Montreal,  and  proceed  thence  to  Detroit  with 
two  Canadians  who  will  accompany  them.  He  answers  by 
this  opportunity  Chevalier  de  Longueuil's  different  letters 
concerning  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  post  of  Detroit; 
recommends  him  particularly  to  prevent,  by  all  means  possible^ 
the  rec<»ption  by  the  6  Nations  of  the  Hurons  belonging  to 
the  tribe  that  talked  of  taking  refuge  among  them,  according 
to  AF  de  Joncaire's  representation;  that  in  case  these  traitors 
should  return  to  their  duty,  which  Father  La  Eichardie  appears 
tiO  expect,  the  Marquis  de  La  Galissionni^  refers  to  "MF  ie 
Longueuil  what  will  be  the  proper  site  for  a  new  settlemieiDt^ 
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remdndiDg  him  of  the  priocipal  views  he  ought  to  entertain  in 
such  a  case,  namely:  the  security  of  the  French  of  Detroit; 
of  the  new  fort,  he  has  proposed  to  eetablish  below  that  post, 
and  finally,  of  all  present  and  future  settlements;  so  tliat,  with 
these  precautions,  there  will  be  no  more  cause  to  apprehend 
like  disorders  in  future,  and  at  least  these  Indiana  will  be 
restrained  and  their  bad  designs  anticipated,  should  tb^  dare 
to  reneW'  them. 

The  General  answers  Mikinac  and  Onaogutsset's  messages; 
he  expects  them  to  persevere  in  their  attachment  to  us;  the 
winter  season  does  not  permit  him  to  send  the  detachment  of 
Trench  and  Indians  they  appear  to  desire;  annoimcea  to  them 
a  well  escorted  and  provisioned  convoy  next  spring,  whidi  will 
afford  them  reason  to  felicitate  Uiemselves  on  their  good  dis- 
positions towards  us.  Orders  are  sent  to  Montreal  to  send 
Mikinao,  by  the  deputies,  the  presents  he  has  demanded;  we 
have  not  been  able  to  dispense  with  granting  to  that  chief 
tills  mark  of  distinction  in  order  to  avoid  all  jealouBy,  espeo- 
ially  as  the  other  chiefs,  who  have  come  to  Quebec  last  year, 
have  been  equally  well  treated, 

Gheralier  de  Longaeml  is  reoCHnmeDded  to  send  to  Sietir  Ber- 
thet,  at  the  Illinois,  the  aid  of  goods  and  ammunition  he  may  be 
able  to  spare  him,  so  as  to  afford  him  the  means  of  protecting 
himself  from  the  deplorable  consequences  which  the  affair  of  tlie 
Miamis  might  drag  after  it. 


1748:     PtINISHMENT  FOR  CONSPIRATORS 

[Atiatract  of  despatcbee  from  OallBBontSre.  Reprinted  from  N.  7. 
Colon.  DoM.,  X.  p.  133.] 

5*"  April,  1748.*  Count  de  LagalissonniSre  being  desirous 
to  punish  such  of  the  Michilimakinac  and  Detroit  Nations  as 
had,  at  the  instigation  of  the  English,  made  incursions  on  tie 

iThls  Is  the  date  of  the  Abstract,  not  of  the  Despatch.— H.  B.  O'Cur 
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French,  sent^  last  year,  strong  detachments  to  those  two  poets; 
but  before  that  destined  for  Michilimakinac  had  arrived,  tihe 
Indians,  who  were  complained  of,  came  to  sue  for  pardon  from 
the  Commandant  of  the  iposty  and  delivered  to  him  the  two  prin- 
cdpal  chiefs  of  the  revolted  party.  Those  of  Detroit  had  fled  to 
a  distant  village  of  the  post,  whence  they  sent  deputies  to  sue 
for  pardon;  so  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  peac©  mil  be 
soon  established  in  the  Upper  country,  these  Indians  being  the 
only  ones  on  this  Continent  who  have  made  any  hostile  move- 
ments during  the  war. 

But  the  chiefs  of  the  Michilimakinac  rebels  having  been 
brought  to  Montreal,  and  Count  de  Lagalissonnier©  having  r&- 
solved  to  send  to  Quebec,  they  were  put  on  board  a  canoe,  tie 
crew  of  which  consisted  of  a  sergeant  and  eight  soldiers.  These 
were  murdered  on  going  down  the  river,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  but  the  blow  was  struck  by  Indians,  who,  when  drunk,  had 
formed  the  design  of  rescuing  the  two  prisoners. 


1748:     IMPORTANCE  OP  ILLINOIS   SBTTLEMBNTS 

[Memoir  of  La  Gallssonidre  sent  to  the  French  Minister.  MS.  in  ar- 
chiyes  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp. 
g6n.,  vol.  91,  c.  11,  fol.  116."] 

QxjKBBC,  September  1,  1748. 

MoNSEiGNEUE — ^In  answor  to  one  of  your  last  despatches, 
dated  April  25,  which  reached  me  only  by  the  "Zephir,"  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  speak  to  you  somewhat  at  length  respecting  our 
establishments  of  the  illinois. 

They  have  perhaps  this  much  in  common  with  everything  re- 
lating to  the  Mississipi,  that^  after  having  been  estimated  far 
above  their  real  value,  th^  can  at  present  barely  be  looked  upon 
as  of  any  use.  I  consider  that  it  is  almost  equally  necessary  to 
withdraw  from  those  two  extreme  points,  and  here  is  what  I 
think  of  it. 

I  look  upon  the  profits  of  the  mines  as  very  uncertain  and 
moreover  as  being  so  remote  and  depending  upon  so  many  otiher 
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previous  establisliments  that  nt  present  they  can  hardly  be  taken 
into  account  without,  however,  their  being  despaired  of  for  ever. 

I  think  the  Fur  trade  carried  on  there  is  one  of  the  least  ad- 
vantageous in  Canada,  but  I  do  not  know  this  for  certain. 

I  place  the  hope  of  obtaining  buffalo  hides  from  there  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  expectations  from  the  mines,  at  the  moat. 

I  consider  it  very  necesaary  that  Louisiana  be  placed  in  a 
position  to  procure  flonr  and  other  necessaries  of  life  from 
places  nearer  than  Illinois. 

Finally,  I  think  that  for  a  very  long  time  to  come  illinois 
will  yield  no  real  revenue  to  the  King  nor  considerable  fortune 
to  private  individuals,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  cost  the  King 
a  good  deal  to  have  that  country  settled. 

But  I  am  very  far  from  concluding  from  all  this  that  tliat 
little  colony  should  be  dropped ;  I  think  on  the  contrary  that  the 
King  should  sacrifice  something  to  maintain,  it: 

Firstly,  so  as  not  to  lose  what  has  already  been  pui  in  it; 

Secondly,  because  it  is  one  of  the  beat  placed  barriers  that  can 
be  opposed  to  the  ambitifTi  of  the  English  to  prevent  their  peno- 
trftting  into  our  trading  countries  and  even  into  Mexico ; 

Thirdly,  because  if  tliat  country  were  well  aetUed  it  would 
nuke  us  formidable  to  all  the  nations  in  the  lower  pert  of  die 
Mississipi  river; 

Fourthly,  because  bread,  meat,  and  other  produce  will  attract 
Savages  there  whose  alliance  and  trade  will  be  of  ase  to  us ; 

Fifthly,  If,  in  this  war  for  instance,  there  had  been  in  the 
Illinois  counitry  400  or  500  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  not 
only  would  our  small  poete  of  Ouabache  and  other  places  not 
have  been  disturbed,  but  we  should  have  led  into  the  heart  of 
the  finest  English  Colonies  the  very  nations  that  have  attacked 
us. 

And  with  reference  to  this  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  we  must 
not  flatter  ourselves  that  our  Colonies  of  the  interior,  especially 
that  of  Louisiana  can  ever  be  on  a  par  as  r^ards  wealth,  with 
the  neighboring  English  Colonies,  or  even  carry  on  any  very  lu- 
crative trade,  because — with  the  exception  of  furs  whose  quan- 
tity is  limited,  and  the  profita  on  which  will  decrease  more  and 
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more — we  can  furnish  only  commodities  similar  to  those  of 
Europe;  we  cannot  give  them  for  the  same  price  although  for 
the  most  part  of  inferior  quality,  and  for  such  an  immense  coun- 
try we  have  no  outlet  except  by  two  rivers  equally  out  of  reach 
And  of  inconvenient  and  perilous  navigation. 

We  must  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  making  the  most  of 
the  chief  advantage  offered  by  the  country,  which  consists  in  its 
exceeding  fertility,  and  the  facility  of  feeding  a  very  great  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  with  hardly  any  assistance  from  outside. 

France  obtains  products  of  every  kind  from  itself  and  from 
its  CJolonies.  This  one  will  produce  nothing  but  men  for  a  very 
long  time,  but,  if  we  wish,  it  will  in  a  short  while  prnduce  so 
large  a  number  of  these  that,  far  from  fearing  the  English 
Oolonies  or  the  savage  nations.  It  will  be  in  a  position  to  dictate 
to  them;  and  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  those  Colonies  are  so 
precious  to  England  that  if  This  one  were  once  sufficiently  pow- 
erful in  men  to  endanger  them,  that  fear  alone  would  be  enough 
to  prevent  the  English  from  abusing  their  power  on  the  sea  as 
they  so  often  do. 

From  this  point  of  view  which,  although  remote,  should,  it 
seems  to  me,  occupy  our  attention,  I  see  few  settlements  more 
urgent  than  that  of  the  illinois  country.  It  is  a  region  easy  to 
cultivate  and  to  clear,  and  a  country  much  coveted  by  our  neigh- 
bors. A  fairly  large  number  of  French  families  are  already 
there,*  and  those  that  will  go  there  in  future  and  gradually  are 
sure  to  1)6  able  to  live  on  the  labor  of  others  while  awaiting  Ae 
fruits  of  their  own. 

But  it  is  very  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible,  greatly  to  in- 
crease the  illinois  country  by  means  of  that  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  itself  has  few  inhabitants  and  whitheir  the  beauty  of  the 
climate  and  the  vicinity  of  the  sea  will  be  more  likely  to  attract 
the  people  of  the  illinois  region,  than  the  latter  will  be  to  draw 
people  from  Louisiana. 


iln  1760  there  were  eighty  houses  at  Kaskaskla,  and  fifty  at  Caho* 
kia.  See  Dc  ViUiers  du  Terrage,  Lea  Derniera  Annies  de  la  LouisioM 
francaiae  (Paris,  1904),  p.  54. — ^Ed. 
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If  to  this  be  added  the  diSiciilty  of  ascending  the  Mieaiasipi, 
the  facility  w-ith  which  Hostile  Savages  ojin  stop  any  as- 
cending, and  Llio  convenience  enjoyed  Ly  (.'■anadian  tradera  in 
being  able  to  reaei  the  Illinois  country  by  four  or  five  different 
roads  which  cannot  all  be  closed  at  the  same  time,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Canada  must  people  that  region,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
done  in  the  following  manner : 

Firstly,  One  or  two  officers  may  be  sent  to  illinois  from'  Can- 
ada with  a  detachment  of  fifty  or  sixty  soldiers  to  serve  tindfer 
tile  orders  of  Monsionr  de  Bertet; 

Secondly,  The  two  Companies  now  at  the  illinois  post  can  be 
sent  down  to  Louisiana,  that  is  the  officers  and  the  name  of  those 
Companies,  because  all  the  soldiers  who  are  married  or  may 
wish  to  become  farmers  must  be  diachai^ed  and  left  in  the  Illi- 
nois country ; 

Thirdly,  Thirty  or  forty  contraband  salt  dealers  must  be  sent 
to  the  illinois  ooimtry  via  Canada  every  year,  beginning  as  soon 
as  possible ; 

Fourthly,  Facilities  should  be  given  every  year  to  twelve  or 
fifteen  residents  of  Canada  to  go  and  settle  and  take  up  land 
there; 

Fifthly,  As  the  troops  fromi  here  are  farmed,  the  garrison  of 
the  illinoia  post  should  be  increased  to  a  hundredl  men,  and 
more; 

Sixthly,  The  (^Scer  in  command  should  be  reocHnmended  to 
favor  farming  much  more  than  trade; 

Seventhly,  A  market  should  be  provided  in,  the  re^ons  situate 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  for  the  surplus  flour. 

I  have  expressly  stated  that  the  officers  to  be  sent  there  should 
be  placed  imder  the  orders  of  Monsieur  de  Bertet-,  because  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  easy  to  find  an  officer  as  competent  as  he 
ia  to  direct  and  improve  that  settlement.  I  know  him  aole^ 
through  the  reports  that  have  been  made  to  me  of  him  and  by 
those  he  has  made  to  me  since  I  have  been  here,  and  if  there  be 
anything  right  and  true  in  what  I  have  written  above,  I  have 
taken  it  from  his  letters. 

From  them  also  I  take  a  remark  essential  to  the  snbject.  11 
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the  illinois  Oolony  with  a  large  population  can  harass  the  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  it  is  hardly  less  easy  for  the  Latter  to  seize  illinois 
if  left  in  its  present  weak  condition.  Of  all  the  regions  we  now 
occupy  it  is  the  one  whither  they  can  come  most  easily  with  ai 
small  force,  and  if  they  should  once  succeed  in  so  thrusting 
themselves  between  our  two  Colonies,  the  loss  of  the  Mississipi 
and  the  ruin  of  the  inland  trade  of  Canada  would  be  certain, 
while  the  Spanish  Colonies  and  even  Mexico  would  be  in  very 
great  danger. 

From  all  this  it  results  that  by  uniting  illinois  to  Canada  bat 
little  would  be  gained  as  regards  the  expense  of  the  troops  the 
number  of  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  increased  rather 
than  diminished.  They  are,  moreover,  absolutely  needed  libeire 
to  restrain  the  savages  and  sometimes  the  residents,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  number  of  the  latter  in  time. 

Through  lack  of  sufficient  soldiers,  Monsieur  de  Bertet  was 
throughout  the  war  in  constant  danger  from  which  he  extricated 
himself  chiefly  through  his  own  good  mianagement^  and  to  a 
slight  extent  by  means  of  the  munitions  and  goods  that  were 
sent  him  from  here. 

It  should  also  be  observed  that,  as  that  post  is  at  the  extreme 
end  of  our  two  Colonies,  the  Coureurs  dee  bois  and  other  good- 
for-nothing  men  usually  mjake  it  their  refuge,  and  might  cause 
much  disorder,  if  the  Commanding  officer  had  not  a  sufficient 
iotoe  at  hand  to  repress  it. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  much  can  be  obtained  by  farming 
out  that  post.  I  think  this  would  complete  its  ruin,  and  that^ 
at  the  most^  some  money  might  be  obtained  f  romi  licenses,  or  by 
compelling  those  who  procure  them  to  convey  munitions  and  pro- 
visions ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  this  could  be  secured. 

I  agree  with  you,  Monseigneur,  that  it  is  quite  a  mutter  of  in- 
difference, considering  the  share  the  illinois  settlement  can  have 
in  the  defence  or  even  the  subsistence  of  Louisiana,  whether  the 
oommianding  officer  there  be  one  from  Canada  or  one  itcym  Lou- 
isiana. Orders  can  be  given  him  always  to  send  as  much  floux* 
etc.  as  possible  to  new  Orleans  and  to  give  that  town  and  all  its 
dependencies  every  assistance  in  his  power. 
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To  procure  abundance  in  that  poet  and  to  promote  its  aettlft- 
ment  I  see  no  objection  to  the  Governor  of  Miaaissipi  and  That 
of  Canada  issuing  licenses  to  trade  there,  or  even  to  tlieir  sell- 
ing the  same  provided  the  price  be  low.  As  there  are  no  leasee 
or  exclusive  licenses,  there  will  be  no  discusaion. 

Such,  Monseigneur,  is  the  answer  I  can  give  regarding  illi- 
nois. 

I  defer  to  another  despatch  wliat  I  have  to  say  to  you  regard- 
ing all  tie  peats  of  Canada  generally,  and  moreover  I  take  tha 
liberty  of  Ixjgging  you  to  oonisult  Monsieur  bocquart'  on  all 
this,  although  \vg  are  not  precisely  of  the  same  opinion. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Tour 
very  bumble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 


XiA.  Gaxibsonibbb 
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174S:     POST  AT  CHEQUAMEGON 

[Letter  of  La  GallasonMre  and  Bigot  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Sept.  20, 1T4S.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  tol.  24.] 

Monseigneur — ^We  reply  to  the  Letter  you  Wrote  to  lfo»- 
sieurs  de  La  Oalissoniere  And  hocquart  on  The  6th  of  Marcb 
last. 

Nobody  came  forward  this  year  to  farm  The  Post  of  C8i»- 
gouamigon.  We  Allowed  The  Agent  of  Madame  La  Rond©  to 
return  there  last  spring.  We  shall  See  next  spring  what  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  to  farm  That  Post  and  in  such  Caao  wo 

■  Oilles  Hocquart,  the  Intendant  of  New  France,  waa  recalled  from 
Canada  contemporaneously  with  Governor  Beauhamols;  but  bli  ano- 
ceseor  not  arriving,  he  tarried  In  the  colony  until  the  autumn  of  1748. 
Oallasoniere  suggests  Chat  be  should  be  consulted  In  person,  upon  bit 
arrival  In  France. — Eo. 
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will  follow  your  orders  regarding  the  Third  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  lease  which  His  Majesty  haa  granted  to  that  Widow. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  Obedient  servants, 

La.  6alissoni£B£ 

BlGOT^ 

Qu£B£C,  September  20,  1748. 


1748:     RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  ADJUSTMENT  OF  VHSSTBRN 

POSTS 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoni^re  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  25, 
1748.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  130.] 

Quebec,  September  25,  1748. 

MoxsEiGNEUB — ^I  have  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  somie- 
what  at  length  by  "la  friponne"  regarding  the  Illinois  settle- 
ment ;  That  of  Detroit  demands  no  less  attention. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  they  have  in  oommon;  I  will  merely 
observe  that  that  of  Illinois  can  supply  provisions  to  New  Or- 
leans onl^,  while  that  of  Detroit  i'&  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to 
assist  all  the  others  and  even  illinois.  The  climate  and  soil  are 
better  than  at  illinois ;  the  fur  trade  is  more  advantageous  and 
more  easily  carried  on  at  Detroit  At  illinois  the  savages  seem 
more  faithful  and  less  powerful ;  at  Detroit  they  are  more  pow- 


1  Francois  Bigot,  the  last  and  most  infamous  intendant  of  New 
France,  was  a  native  of  Guienne,  and  had  served  (1745)  as  commissary 
at  liouisburg,  where  his  peculations  are  supposed  to  have  contributed 
to  its  downfall.  Through  influential  relatives  he  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  intendant  of  Canada,  Jan.  1,  1748,  with  largely  increased  pow- 
ers. Parkman  has  told  graphically,  in  his  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  the 
story  of  Bigot's  systematic  and  adroit  plundering,  culminating  in  the 
^nancial  ruin  of  the  colony.  After  the  conquest  (1760),  his  return  to 
France  was  signalized  by  an  extended  trial,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was 
banished  and  condemned  to  pay  an  enormous  fine.  He  is  said,  how- 
ever, to  have  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  a£Quence  at  Bor- 
deaux.— Ed. 
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erfu]  aaci  more  easily  corrupted.  There  are  at  present  at  iUi- 
nois,  I  think,  many  uiore  plougluneii  than  traders,  and  at 
Itetroit  many  more  traders  than  plonghmpn.  Finally  tin?  es- 
tablishments begun  in  the  Illinois  country  are  divided  up  into 
several  posts  somewhat  distant  from  one  another ;  That  of  De- 
troit 13  and  n"ill  for  a  long  time  be  all  in  onp.  With  this  knowl- 
edge, it  will  not  be  difficult,  when  yon  give  your  orders,  to  send 
to  those  two  small  Colonies,  that  are  almost  equally  useful,  what 
is  suited  to  each. 

I  have  now  to  reply  to  wliat  you  ask  me  regarding  the  su^ 
f^tion  that  has  been  made  to  have  a  stationary  Conmumdant  at 
Detroit.  I  can  speak  on  this  subject  with  great  imcertainty 
cmly,  but  I  am  strongly  for  the  affirmative,  and  Monsieur  ho(^ 
quart  is  of  my  opinion. 

That  command  would  doubtless  be  above  the  rank  of  Captain, 
and  tJiat  of  Bang's  Lieutenant  or  major  might  be  given  to  tlie 
officer  appointed,  as  at  San  Domingo  and  Illinois.  But,  not- 
withstanding this,  it  would  not  be  sufficiently  tempting,  if  the 
thousand  ecus  attached  to  it  should  be  given  up,  whidi  would 
seem  to  make  it  preferable  to  all  the  King's  Lieutenancies  of 
the  Colony.  Whosoever  might  be  tliere  would  always  want  to 
leave  tlie  place  for  the  smallest  of  those  King's  lieuteDsnciee^ 
and  thus  changes  would  occur  almost  as  frequently  as  in  the 
present  establishment. 

Moreover  I  cannot  help  admitting  that  I  do  not  know  the 
Benior  Captains  well  enough  to  propose  any  one  to  you  of  whom 
I  would  be  sure  that  he  would  meet  your  views  regarding  ilia 
proper  establi^iment  of  that  port. 

T^ere  is  also  a  drawback  in  giving  a  Captain  die  rank  of 
King's  Lieutenant  without  passing  him  through  the  rank  of 
major,  and  amiongst  the  iniajors  there  is  cmly  the  Sieur  Chevalier 
de  Longueuil  whom,  I  think,  it  woidd  be  difficult  to  get  toi  ao- 
cept  it 

There  would  remain  only  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  de  Beitet, 

who,  judging  from  the  relations  I  have  had  with  him^  would 

do  very  well,  although  he  is  perhaps  too  ohetinate  about  his 

mines.     But  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  he  is  thinkiiig  of  going 
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back  to  France,  and,  moreover,  an  almost  equally  competent  miaxi 
would  be  needed  to  replace  him:  at  Illinois^  whom  it  would  peiv 
haps  be  difficult  to  find.  It  would  be  desirable  that  one  be 
found  amongst  the  officens  imder  his  orders,  but  I  know  notliing 
about  them,  and  I  am*  not  even  aware  that  they  have  the  neoeB- 
sary  seniority  and  services  to  entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  major, 
which  might  be  retained  for  the  stationary  Oommtodant  of 
iUinois>  as  at  pilesent  held  by  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  de  Bertet^ 

If  this  idea  were  followed  it  would  be  advisable^  it  seems  to 
me,  that  the  Ocxmmandant  of  Detroit  should  have  authority  over 
all  the  posts  called  here  the  Southern  posts^  that  is  to  say :  Illi- 
nois, Miamis,  la  Riviere  blandie,^  and  Ouyatanons  or  the  na- 
tions of  Quabache. 

It  would  seem  natural  to  make  Missilimakinak  a  statiaDBi7 
I)ost  also,  but  the  almost  continual  dearth  of  meat  and  a  thousand 
other  things  looked  upon  in  France  as  neoeesaries,  leads  mia  to 
think  that  this  had  better  be  postponed  to  a  future  date. 

Meanwhile  I  consider  that  all  the  posts  oalled  the  N^orthem 
posts  might  be  made  subordinate  to  it,  namely:  la  Baye  des 
puants,  all  lake  superieur  and  the  western  sea.  The  Hiver  St. 
Joseph  should  also  be  under  its  ordens  for  the  routine  of  the 
service,  but  it  should  likewise  obey  those  of  the  Gomtmandant 
of  Detroit  on  pressing  occasions^  St.  Joseph  being  almost  equally 
within  reach  of  both,  and  being  inhabited  by  Pouteouatamii% 
some  of  whom  are  settled  at  Detroit. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Mbnseigaeur,  Touir 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

La.  Gaussonibkb 


iThe  officer  in  command  of  the  IlUnois  country  at  this  time  held 
the  rank  of  major;  in  1752,  Yandreuil  raised  the  post  to  the  grade  of  a 
royal  lieutenancy. — ^Ed. 

3  Doubtless  this  refers  to  Yincennes,  very  near  the  White  River  (la 
Rividre  Blanche)  of  Indiana. — 'Ed, 
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1748:     TRADE  AT  THE  WESTERN  POSTS;   LEASE  SYSTEM 

[Letter  of  Bigot  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  22.  174B.  Source, 
aune  as  preceding  document,  but  vo!.  92.  fol.  113! 

MoKSEIOKECa— 

I  am  ocmriQced  that  peace  will  restore  the  leases  of  the  poeta 
to  their  original  value. 

Monsieur  de  la  Galissoniere  is,  however,  of  opinion  that  li- 
censes should  be  granted  to  all  who  apply  for  them  in  order  to 
trade  at  the  posts.  He  claims  that  if  there  be  several  traders  at 
flie  same  post,  tliey  will  give  their  goods  cheaper  to  the  sav&gefl^ 
but  I  do  not  believe  it  because  they  will  agree  together.  Never- 
theless he  excepts  from  licenses  the  posts  of  Nepigon,  Camaleeti- 
gouia,  iiiichipi(?<itou,  teiiiiscainingiie,  ;iiid  la  pointe  de  Chagou- 
unigon. 

It  is  not  surprising  the  savages  should  have  found  that  what 
they  needed  was  sold  them  at  excessive  prices.  The  traders  had 
to  p«v  for  what  ihfy  bought  in  ifonlreal  at  lenst  150  per  cent 
more  than  they  paid  in  time  of  peace,  and  they  sold  in  propoi^ 
tion.  In  spite  of  this  they  were  partly  ruined,  because  the  sav- 
age did  not  pay.  But,  inasmuch  aa  goods  are  coming  down  to 
the  prices  that  prevailed  before  the  war,  they  will  in.  fiiture  be 
able  to  sell  them  150  per  cent  cheaper,  and  the  aavages  will 
notice  this  reduction. 

If  the  commandants  of  the  posts  had  no  understanding  wiUi 
the  farmer,  they  might  see  to  it;  but,  although  I  have  only  been 
out  here  a  short  time,  I  know  that  so  many  abuses  exist  that  it 
will  be  very  difficult,  however  one  may  go  about  it,  to  put  and 
keep  in  order  this  part  of  the  service  which  is  most  essential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  profound  respect,  Jlonseigneur, 
Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Bigot 
Quebec.  October  22.  1718. 
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[Letter  of  La  Galissoni^re  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  28, 
1748.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  91,  fol.  231.] 

Quebec,  October  23,  1748 

MoNSEiGNEUR — The  arrangements  made  some  years  ago  for 
the  posts  of  the  upper  oountry  having  been  thwarted  in  some 
places  and  ujjset  in  others  on  account  of  the  war  and  by  the 
movements  of  the  Savages ;  it  is  now  necessary  either  to  restore 
matters  to  their  footing  previous  to  the  war  or  to  put  them  in 
better  shapa 

In  the  latter  period  of  Monsieur  de  VaudreuiFs  Gk)vemmeint 
and  in  the  first  veara  of  that  of  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois,  the 
officers  were  like  lessees  of  the  posts.  You  then  recommended 
that  they  be  given  to  them  at  low  rates  to  enable  them  to  satisfy 
the  savages,  and  some  fortunes  were  made  there. 

But  either  through  the  abuse  made  of  it  by  some,  or  for  other 
reasons,  these  same  posts  were  farmed  out  to  the  highest  and  last 
bidder,  and  the  idea  that  was  formed  of  the  profits  derived  fi*om 
them  caused  the  rents  to  reach  a  much  higher  figure  than  had 
formerly  been  exacted  from  the  officers. 

The  persons  to  whom  the  posts  were  adjudged  then  considered 
they  had  a  right  to  get  as  much  profit  as  possible  out  of  them 
without  regard  to  the  drawbacks  that  might  result  from  it. 

They  therefore  raised  the  price  of  goods  beyond  all  reason, 
and  to  maintain  it  they  sent  only  small  quantities,  especially  in 
the  latter  years  of  their  leases. 

They  thereby  reduced  the  savages  to  despair  and  compelled 
them  to  go  to  Chouaguen  for  goods  which  the  English  could  not 
sell  at  the  same  price  as  ours,  had  rwt  the  exclusive  right  to  trade 
and  the  price  of  the  leases  increased  ours. 

Under  circumstances  so  little  favorable  the  war  broke  out: 

thereu]X)n  the  price  of  goods  was  actually  doubled  in  the  CJol- 

ony;  the  savages  seemed  desirous  of  rebelling  everywhere;  the 

receipts  under  the  leases  dwindled  to  nothing,  and  the  expenses 

that  had  always  been  very  light  under  the  previous  system,  grew 

to  such  an  extent  that  I  doubt  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  most 

profitable  ten  years  of  the  posts  cotdd  have  paid  the  expenses  of 

the  last  two  years. 
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On  tJie  other  Iiand  the  savages  blamed  the  leeaees  for  the 
scarcity  from  which  they  sufFered,  and  nearly  all  thoee  from 
even  the  most  reliable  jxats,  auch  as  la  Riviere  de  St  Joseph  and 
la  Baye  had  aaked  Monsieur  the  Harquis  do  Beauharaois  and 
urgeDtly  pressed  me  to  have  no  more  lessees.  Monsieur  de 
Beauhamois  had  promised  this  to  the  Pouteouatamia  of  St. 
Joseph,  and  I  adhered  to  it. 

Moreover  when  Goods  had  to  be  sent  to  the  posts  last  spring, 
several  farmers  gave  up  their  leases  or  asked  for  a  reduction 
of  three  fourths  of  the  rent. 

Perhaps  peace  may  make  them  bolder,  but  the  other  draw- 
backs will  always  exist,  and  these  seem  so  serious  that  I  deter- 
mined, with  the  advice  of  Monsieur  liocquart,  to  whom  you  may 
speak  of  this,  to  have  as  few  posts  fanned  out  as  possible,  and 
to  have  them  exploited  by  licenses  as  the  leases  expire,  ia  the 
same  manner  as  was  done  for  Detroit  and  Missilimaklnak  dur- 
ing the  ^vhol0  time  the  system  of  leases  lasted. 

I  do  not  think  ihis  will  yield  as  much,  but  I  expect  that  com- 
petition between  several  traders  at  each  poet  will  lower  the  price 
of  goods  and  bring  back  the  savages  to  us  who  are  all  going  to 
give  lJK'iii>t-!vos  l<i  ilit)  Eiigliflli,  uiiIpm  wi^  empluv  fViTV  im-ans  to 
keep  them.  That  to  which  we  have  been  reduced  for  some  time 
and  which  consists  in  loading  them  with  presents  is  beyond  ooa- 
tradiotion  the  worst  of  all. 

We  will  make  an  exertion  for  some  poets  where  so  far  the 
saragee  do  not  seem  to  have  complained  of  the  lessees,  or  where, 
owing  to  their  position,  they  are  less  likely  to  go  to  the  T'^gli'ih, 
These  posts  are  Temiskamingue,  Nepigon,  Ganuinistigc^B^ 
Michipiooton,  La  pointe  de  Chagouamigon.  These  leases  there- 
fore may  be  allowed  to  continue  or  fredi  ones  may  be  granted 
saving  the  right  to  take  other  steps  according  to  events  or  to 
new  light  that  may  be  obtained  on  the  subject. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Western  sea  In  a  special  letter. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseignetur,  Tour 
very  humible  and  very  obedient  6ervant> 

La.  Qalissonxebb 
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1748:     WBSTBRN   CONSPIRACY   DISINTBORATES 

[Letter  of  La  Qalissonidre  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct 
1748.    Reprinted  from  N.  T.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  181-185.] 

Quebec,  October  23,  1748. 

My  Lobd — ^I  did  not  expect  to  enter  into  any  details  on  oooa- 
sion  of  the  different  movements  of  the  Indiana,  and  the  negotia- 
tions  which  I,  in  the  town  of  Montreal,  and  the  oonmiandanta 
at  the  different  posts  had  with  them.  They  are  all  to  be  fonnd 
in  the  Journal  prepared  by  me,  conjointly  with  the  Intendant.* 
However,  as  tihis  matter  is  much  confused,  and  as  the  various 
reports  which  will,  possibly,  be  made  to  you^  will  render  it  more 
obscure,  I  cannot  dispense  writing  to  you  at  length  relative  to 
subjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Colony. 

It  was  shortly  after  my  arrival  that  I  learned  the  revolt  of  the 
Miamis,  the  consequences  of  which,  though  unfortunate,  have 
not  been  near  so  much  80  as  they  seemed  to  be.  That  nation 
was  divided  into  two  parties,  whereof  one  that  appears  attached 
to  the  French  is^  I  believe,  the  most  considerable,  and  has  re- 
mained at  the  village.  It  did,  however,  accept  its  share  of  the 
plunder,  but  gave  it  back  afterwards ;  no  one  was  killed  in/  that 
affair. 

M'  de  Longueuil,  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  having  received 
intelligenoe  of  this  disorder,  and!  at  the  same  time  of  the  good 
disposition  of  a  part  of  that  nation,  sent  Sieur  Dubuisson 
thither,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  with  a  sufficient  escort  to 
keep  possession  of  the  fort,  which  had  been  partially  burnt,  but 
not  to  undertake  anything. 

This  officer,  and  his  little  garrison,  had  to  imdergo  consider- 
able suffering  through  the  winter,  in  consequence  of  the  unr 
friendly  disposition  of  the  Indians,  who  extorted  (racontfis)  an 
them  for  provisions.  Sieur  Dubuisson  had  carried  scarcely 
anything  with  him;  from  Detroit,  where  great  scarcity  also  pre- 
vailed.    However,  he  subsisted  until  the  spring  at  a  consider- 

1  For  this  journal,  so  far  as  it  covers  events  in  1747,  see  ante;  for 
those  of  1748,  summarized  in  the  journal,  see  N.  T.  Colon.  Docs.,  t, 
pp.  137-179.— Ed. 
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able  expense  to  the  King,  and  kept  up  n^otiations  witli  the 
chief  of  the  hostile  party,  who,  probably,  will  alter  his  course.* 

During  the  winter,  a  Frendiman^  who  strayed  f romi  the  iort, 
was  killed  by  an  Iroquois,  without  Sieur  Dubuisson  having  been 
able  to  induce  the  Miamis,  who  pretended  to  be  favorable  to  the 
French,  to  pursue  the  murderer,  as  they  have  been  won  over  to 
connive  at  the  perpetration  of  that  hostile  blow. 

Sieur  Dubuisson  returned  to  Detroit  in  the  spring,  with  the 
residue  of  the  plunder  that  had  been  given  up,  and  the  property 
of  the  lessees  of  the  post  Chevalier  de  Longiieuil,  whom  I 
had  ordered  to  maintain  that  place,  was  to  send  Sieur  Dubuisson 
thither,  in  the  month  of  August,  with  a  considerable  detachment, 
well  supplied,  under  the  oommand  of  Sieur  do  la  Maudiere 
[N'audiere],^who  is  likewise  to  repair,  if  needs  be,  to  the  nations 
on  the  Oubache,  bad  Indians  who  have  remained  faithful  up  to 
the  present  time,  but  among  whom  there  are  not  wanting  evil- 
disposed  fellows,  who  have  been  gained  over  by  the  English. 

I  return  to  Detroit,  where  everything  was  in  disorder  long 
before  my  arrival,  in  consequence  of  the  revolt  of  some  HuronB 
who  call  themselves  Christians ;  won  over  by  the  English,  they 
had  assassinated  five  Frenchmeni  passing  through  their  villages 
of  Sanduskee.  The  domiciliated  Outaouagas  and  Pouteouit- 
amis  of  Detroit,  had  been  solicited  to  do  the  like,  but  it  does  not 
appear  tliat  the  Pouteouitamis  had  leant  any  ear  to  these  pro- 
posals. 

Some  Outaouas  and  Saulteurs  had,  on  the  contrary,  complot- 
ted  with  the  Hurons  to  destroy  Detroit,  and  the  conspiracy  was 
pretty  well  managed  and  on  tlie  point  of  exploding,  when  the 
Sandosket  assassination  led  to  its  discovery.  Then  all  those 
who  were  not  compromised,  joined  the  Pouteouitamis,  the 
French  and  the  well-disposed  Outaouas;  and  this  return  so  in- 
timidated the  assassins,  that  tlicy  came  to  supplicate  for  mercy, 


iThe  chiefs  of  the  Elnglish  party  among  the  Miami  made  a  treaty 
with  the  English  at  Lancaster,  July  20,  1748.  The  names  of  the  chiefs 
are  given  as  Ciqiienackqua.  Assepausa,  and  Natoecqueha.  See  Penn. 
Colon.  Recs.,  v,  pp.  307-319. — Ed. 

2  See  Tarieu  de  la  Parade  de  la  NaudiSre,  antey  p.  223,  note  1. — Ed. 
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which  was  granted  them  by  M"^  de  Longueuil,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  he  had  from  M*"  de  Beauhamois,  and  more  especially  in 
consequence  of  his  small  force  and  the  necessity  he  was  imder  of 
living.  Very  mild  conditions  were  annexed  to  this  peace,  but 
whilst  it  was  yet  negotiating,  and  when  all,  except  Ohev.  de 
Lon^euil,  considered  it  certain,  a  party,  which  was  not  ignor- 
ant of  the  negotiations,  even  made  an  attempt,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Detroit,  to  carry  off  a  French  canoe ;  three  men  who 
composed  the  entire  crew,  were  wounded.  On  receipt  of  the 
news,  Che\\  de  Longueuil  sent  off  a  detachment,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M^  de  Beletre,  who  conducted  himself  with  so  much 
bravery,  promptness  and  precaution,  that  he  effected,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  the  capture  of  the  five  who  perpetrated  the  at- 
tack. 

Of  these  five  Avretches,  one  was  killed  on  arriving  at  Detroit^ 
a  second  cut  his  throat  in  prison,  and  the  remaining  three  were 
given  up  on  tlie  urgent  solicitation  and  evoiy  possible  submission 
on  the  part  of  the  Hurons  and  their  protectors,  both  Indian  and 
French,  who  represented  that  this  favor  would  indubdtably 
bring  back  the  Hurons  of  Sanduskee;  but  as  soon  as  they  re- 
ceived the  prisoners  they  quitted  the  post,  where  they  did  not 
consider  themselves  safe,  and  withdrew  towards  the  Beautiftd 
river ;  thence  they  sent  out  emissaries  everywhere  to  induce  the 
Nations  to  revolt.^  A  great  many,  however,  returned  to  Detroit, 
but  whether  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  penitents  or  spies,  there 
is  no  knowing. 

I  spoke  in  other  letters  of  the  Chaouanons^  and  Illinois.  The 
Pouteoutamis  of  St.  Joseph  participated  in  all  these  movements 
only  by  offers  of  service  and  protestations  of  fidelity,  which  I 
have  every  reason  to  consider  real  and  sincere. 

On  three  or  four  occasions,  during  the  winter  and  spring,  I 
received  letters  from  M.  de  Longueuil,  and  some  ambassadoTB 

1  For  the  negotiations  of  this  band  of  Huron  (Wyandot)  with  the 
English,  see  "Weiser's  Journal,"  in  Thwaltes,  Early  Western  Travels, 
i,  pp.  29-31.— 'Ed. 

2  For  the  intrigues  of  the  Shawnee  with  the  English,  see  Penn, 
Colon.  Recs.,  v,  pp.  311,  314-316. — ^EJd. 
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from  Nations  who  were  faithful,  or  were  reputed  to  be  sa 
These  informed  mie  of  everything  I  have  related  to  you,  and  de- 
manded of  me  some  assistance  of  men,  ammunition  and  pro- 
visions, which  induced  me  to  dispatch  the  convoy  thither  as 
quick  as  possible.  It  consisted  of  more  than  a  h^mdred  French- 
men and  ten  or  twelve  of  the  most  reliable  Nepissing  Indians 
of  the  Lake,  and  of  a  great  number  of  voyageurs,  who  were  go- 
ing up  to  trade,  and  was  commanded  by  Oaptain  de  Celorony 
who  had  M^  de  la  Naudiere  as  his  lieutenant  This  convoy, 
when  passing  Fort  Frontenac  and  Niagara,  made  a  strong  im- 
pression on  the  Iroquois  and  other  nations  it  met,  and  the  news 
of  its  approach,  I  think,  determined,  more  than  anything  else, 
the  principal  chiefs  of  Detroit  to  come  to  Montreal,  where  they 
arrived  about  the  same  time  as  the  Missilimalcinak  Nations^  of 
whom  I  now  proceed'  to  writQ. 

Missilimakinac  is  in  some  sort  the  centre  and  entrepot  of  all 
the  Northern,  as  Detroit  is  of  all  the  Southern,  posts.  Not- 
withstanding all  those  posts  are  farther  from  the  English  than 
the  Southern,  their  invitations  and  intrigues  had  been,  in  some 
degree,  the  cause  of  more  disorder  there;  scarcely  any  of  the 
Nations  had  been  exeinpt  from  the  general  seduction.  Some 
Frenohmen  were  killed  at  Saguinan,  an  Ottawa  village,  between 
Detroit  and  Missilimakinac;  others  at  Ohibaouinani,  otherwise 
La  Cloche,  by  some  Mississagues,  others  at  Grosse  Isle,  near 
Missilimakinac,  and  even  at  Missilimakinac,  also,  where  no  re- 
spect was  paid  to  the  commandant;  the  voyageurs  were  robbed 
and  maltreated  at  Sault  St.  Mary,  and  elsewhere,  on  Lake  Su- 
perior. In  fine,  there  appeared  to  be  no  security  anywhere. 
All  these  disorders  occurred  whilst  the  elder  ^P  de  la  Come, 
commandant  at  Missilimakinac,  was  at  Montreal,  or  rather  had 
brought  down  to  that  place,  by  the  Marquis  de  Bcauhamois' 
orders,  a  portion  of  those  same  tribes  who  have  executed  or 
plotted  all  those  treacheries.  The  news  arrived  when  M"^  de  la 
Come  was  on  an  expedition  towards  the  frontiers  of  Xew  Eng- 
land. The  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  then  took  the  resolution  to 
send  M^  de  St.  Pierre  as  commandant  to  Missilimakinac;  a 
very  good  officer,  and  much  esteemed  among  all  the  Nations  of 
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those  parts,  by  whom;  [no  one  is]  more  loved  and  feared.  He 
found  them,  nevertheless,  on  his  arrival,  so  ill-disposed  that  he 
advised  me  not  to  send  any  Frenchmen  thither  until  I  should 
hear  fromi  hinu 

I  waited,  in  this  expectation,  very  impatiently  throughout 
the  entire  winter,  and  was  obliged,  in  this  state  of  incertitude, 
to  dispatch  the  convoy.  I  think  it  is  not  so  strong  as  the  one 
for  Detroit,  but  that  it  has  nothing  to  fear.  It  was  commanded 
by  Sieur  de  St.  Vincent,  who  had  Sieur  de  la  Come  St.  Luc  as 
lieutenant.^  At  length  I  received  advices  from  that  poet,  much 
more  favorable  than  I  dared  hope  for.  M"^  de  St.  Pierre  de- 
tained all  the  voyageurs  and  goods  at  Missilimakinac,  and  an- 
swered the  different  deputations  of  Indians  only  by  threatening 
not  to  send  any  more  traders  to  their  country,  and  leave  themi  in 
want  of  everything  if  they  did  not  deliver  the  murderers  of  the 
Frenchmen  into  his  hands,  and  restore  the  plunder  they  had  got 
BCis  firmness  met  with  every  success.  The  Saguinamj  people 
brought  in  one  of  the  murderers;  those  of  Missilimakinao 
brought  in  another;  others,  belonging  to  Saguinan  brought  in 
two  hostages  in  lieu  of  the  murderers,  whom  they  could  not  over- 
take ;  a  portion  of  the  plunder  has  been  paid  for,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  pay  for  the  remainder. 

On  receipt  of  these  prisoners  and  hostages,  M^  de  St.  Pierre 
did  not  hold  out  any  promises  or  hopes  of  life  to  them.     Never- 

iFor  St.  Vincent  see  ante,  p.  428,  note  3.  Luc  de  la  Ck>me,  sieur  de 
St.  Luc,  was  bom  in  1711,  and  through  two  generations  and  three 
wars  was  a  noted  Canadian  officer.  He  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy 
In  1750,  and  a  captaincy  in  1755.  He  had  great  influence  over  the 
Indians,  a  large  party  of  whom  he  led  to  the  capture  of  Fort  William 
Henry  (1757).  After  the  coni^uest  of  Canada,  he  embarked  for  B^rance 
(1761),  when  the  vessel  "Auguste"  was  wrecked,  his  brother  and  sons 
being  drowned.  He  escaped  by  great  exertions  and  returned  to 
Quebec.  He  was  accused  of  inciting  the  Indians  to  the  Pontiac's  con- 
spiracy (1763),  but  later  became  a  British  partisan  and  was  a  member 
of  the  first  legislative  council  of  the  colony  (1775).  He  sided  against 
the  Americans,  and  hurled  Indian  enemies  against  their  frontiers  in 
the  Revolution.  For  his  abilities  and  characteristics  see  Suite,  Lea 
Oanadiena  frangais,  vli,  p.  128. — ^Ed. 
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tlieless,  their  own  trilie  conducted  them  to  Montreal  end  deliT- 
cred  them  up  to  rae,  a  eirciunatance  which  nevra-  occurred  and 
perhaps  never  will  again,  if  this  Colony  have  not  more  troops 
than  at  present.  It  happened,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  third 
murderer  having  got  in,  on  ihe  road,  among  the  other  Indians, 
accompanied  them  to  the  audience  chamber  where,  being  recog- 
nized, I  had  him  removed  to  prison  with  the  other  two. 

In  o^her  respects  I  have  treated  these  penitent  nations  the 
beet  way  I  could,  and  declared  to  them  that  the  act  they  had 
.■just  performed  effaced  the  recollection  of  their  ill  conduct,  bat 
that  the  mnrderers  had  no  share  in  that  act  of  oblivion ;  that  I 
did  not  grant,  but  prolonged  their  lives  to  put  the  remainder  in 
mind  of  their  fault.  I  told  them,  likewise,  that  I  did  notwiah 
to  make  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  gruilty,  and  ordered  the  hos- 
tages Irt  be  given  up,  at  tlie  same  time  directing  the  nation  to 
bring  me  those  in  whose  places  they  had  stood. 

Tlioiigh  tlie  nations  might,  perhaps,  have  looked  for  more 
mildness  on  my  part,  and  had  presented  some  petitions  to  me 
during  the  first  days,  which  I  rejected,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
they  felt  the  necessity  I  was  under  of  detaining  fellows  who 
would  have  falicn  ndvniiMin^  of  iheir  liberty  only  lo  proceed  and 
embroil  matters  anew  in  their  villages. 

It  did  not  prevent  the  chiefs,  who  interested  thranselves  die 
most  to  procure  their  liberation,  to  request  my  permiaaicai  to  go 
to  war  against  the  English  in  order  to  revenge  themselves  for 
having  been  deceived ;  I  granted  it  very  readily,  and  they  do- 
parted. 

Those  of  the  Detroit  arrived  during  these  transactiona,  and 
had  been  witnesses  of  what  had  passed  respecting  the  murderers, 
A  portion  of  their  young  men  had  gone  also  on  the  war  path, 
and  the  old  men  belonging  to  Detroit  and  Missilimakinax!  re- 
turned some  time  after  to  their  villages. 

I  ivafi  obliged,  then,  to  leave  Montreal  whei-e  I  had  in  vain 
been  waiting  for  the  Iroquois  who  had  promised  me  to  upbraid 
them  publicly  with  all  tlie  invitations  to  assassinate  the  French, 
which  those  Iroquois  had  received  from  them. 

As  I  had  no  doubt  but  the  Missilimalcinac  Nations  would, 
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on  their  return  from  the  war,  renew  their  applications  to  me 
to  ^t  back  the  guilty  whom  they  had  surrendered  to  mie,  I 
ordered  M"^  de  Longueuil,  at  parting,  to  send  these  three  Indians, 
under  a  sufficient  escort^  down  to  Quebec.  I  was  intending 
to  give  one  of  them  up  to  a  Saguinan  chief  named  Achaoualina, 
a  relative  of  his,  who,  notwithstanding,  had  delivered  him  up, 
and  whom  I  r^arded  as  a  worthy  man  and  a  good  Frenchman. 

The  old  men  having  all  taken  their  departure,  and  the  young 
men  being  about  to  arrive,  M"^  de  Longueuil  put  the  three  pris- 
oners safely  and  secretly  on  board  one  of  the  King^s  canoes, 
under  the  command  of  one  of  the  best  Sergeants  of  the  gar- 
rison, along  with  seven  picked  soldiers,  and  enjoined  on  them 
all  the  precautions  requisite  to  be  taken  in  such  a  case;  but 
in  vain.  The  negligence  of  the  Sergeant  cost  him^  his  life; 
those  three  men,  without  arms,  and  with  manacles  on  their 
feet,  killed  or  drowned  eight  well  armed  men,  and  having  cut 
their  irons  with  an  axe  on  the  bows  of  the  canoe,  escaped 
ashore  and  thence  into  the  woods. 

The  canoe  was  discovered  a  short  time  afterwards,  with  the 
Sergeant's  and  some  of  the  soldiers'  bodies,  but  in  consequence 
of  a  series  of  misfortunes  the  news  was  conveyed  first  to  Three 
Elvers  only  instead  of  to  Montreal.  At  Three  Rivers,  in  place 
of  sending  off  to  Montreal,  a  statement  of  the  facts  was  drawn 
up  [on  verbalisa'],  and  even  at  Montreal  all  the  diligence  and 
activity  that  the  case  required  to  intercept  these  three  Indians 
was  not  employed.  It  has  been  ascertained,  or  supposed,  that 
they  wandered  a  long  time  in  the  woods  before  striking  the 
Grand  river,  and  that  they  reached  it  at  the  spot  naturally  to 
be  expected ;  finally,  'tis  said  they  went  back  with  the  old  mien 
of  their  village  who  had  preceeded  themi  some  time,  but  who, 
Indian  fashion,  had  not  used  great  expedition. 

Thus  was  lost,  in  a  great  measure,  the  fruit  of  Sieur  St. 
Pierre's  good  management,  and  of  all  the  fatigue  I  endured 
to  get  the  nations  who  had  surrendered  these  rascals,  to  listen 
to  reason.  This  mishap  must  not  discourage  those  of  my 
successors  who  will  find  themselves  in  similar  circumstances, 
and  does  not  prevent  my  entertaining  the  conviction  that  the 
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Indians  ought  not  to  be  pardoned  so  easily  ad  they  were  wont  to 
be  in  this  oountiy,  and  that  there  are  no  better  means  of  restrain* 
ing  these  nations  than  the  long  detention  in  prison  of  those 
among  them  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  act  of  treachery. 

My  Lord,  Your  most  humble  and  Most  obedient  servant^ 

La.  Galissoniebb 


1748:     RELATIONS   BETWEEN   LOUISIANA   AND   ILLINOIS 

■ 

[Letter  from  Vaudreuil,  govemor  of  Louisiana,!  to  the  French  Min- 
ister, dated  Nov.  2,  1748.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  dee  Colonies, 
Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gto.,  vol.  92,  c  11,  foL  298."] 

MoNSEiGNBUB — ^lu  answer  to  your  despatch  of  April  26  last 
by  which  you  ordered  me  to  give  my  opinion  with  reference  to 
the  proposed  union  of  the  jUinois  poet  with  Canada,  aftoi! 
weighing  the  pros  and  Cons  with  all  the  attention  and  refleo- 
tion  in  my  Power,  I  Think  I  may  assert  without  fear  of  say- 
ing too  much  that  such  union  with  the  general  Gbvemmeoit 
would  be  of  no  advantage  to  it,  and  that,  on  the  Contrary,  its 
separation  from  Ivouisiana  could  not  be  effected  without  inflictr 
ing  a  deep  wound  upon  that  Colony  and  without  causing  great 
inconvenience  and  perhaps  even  ruin  to  the  jllinois  settlement. 
This  I  will  endeavor  to  show. 

I  Admit  that  inasmuch  as  That  establishment  was  Begun 
by  some  Canadian  Voyageurs  it  had  been  considered  a  Canadian 
Colony  and  Consequently  was  within  the  direct  jurisdiction  of 
the  general  government  until  1717,  when  it  was  united  to 
Louisiana  with  the  view  of  procuring  more  articles  of  Trade 
for  the  western  Company  by  this  increase  of  possessions;  but 


iFor  Pierre  Francois  Rigaud,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  see  anter  p.  31, 
note  2.  He  was  appointed  governor  of  Louisiana  in  1742,  but  did  not 
arrive  at  New  Orleans  until  May  10,  1743.  He  retained  his  position 
until  named  governor  of  Canada  (1752),  when  Louis  Billouart  de 
Kerl6rec  replaced  him  in  the  Louisiana  government. — ^Ed. 
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I  also  Think  (and  it  is  quite  apparent)  tliat^  as  it  is  Situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississipi  river,  this  argument  of  conven- 
ienej  had  some  weight  in  the  aiTangement  made  by  the  Oourt 
in  that  respect  In  any  ease  if  the  Settlement  deeeives  any 
Consideration,  it  owes  it  entirely  to  this  change  of  arrange- 
ment Until  then,  owning  to  its  being  too  far  from  Canada 
to  receive  the  necessary  aid  from  it,  it  had  remained  in  a  State 
of  languor  verging  on  ruin,  and  it  has  acquired  vigor  solely 
through  its  direct  relations  with  !N*ew  Orleans  since  1717. 
It  is  true  that  at  the  first  Glance  this  Consideration  does  not 
seem  calculated  to  raise  an  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  the 
project  in  question,  but  it  proves  at  least  that — inasmuch  as 
in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  jlinois  country  Comanuni- 
cation  between  it  and  Louisiana  is  beyond  Comparison  mudh 
easier  than  with  Canada — it  is  also  more  advantageous  to  it 
and  even  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Successful  carrying  on  of 
its  Trade.  The  same  reasons  as  regards  utility  and  Conven- 
iencry  that  had  induced  His  Majesty  to  incorporate  jlinois  in 
the  Government  of  Louisiana  in  order  to  help  the  Company, 
still  exist  in  favor  of  that  Colony,  And  although  it  miay  appear 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  State  whether  the  Trade  of 
the  Upper  country  should  Flow  to  Canada  or  here,  it  is  never- 
theless Certain  that  the  alternative  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  Louisiana.  As  it  is  more  sparsely  settled  and 
its .  Trade  is  far  lees  considerable  than  that  of  Canada,  it  is 
more  necessary  for  it  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  brandies 
that  can  Contribute  to  its  productivity.  Moreover  it  is  in  a 
better  position  to  gather  the  fruits  of  the  chief  objects  that 
maintain  the  Trade  of  the  post  in  the  jlinois  country,  and 
that  can  in  nowise  Suit  Canada  owing  to  the  length  of  the 
Road  (it  is  Estimtaed  to  be  over  800  Leagues)  and  to  the 
various  portages  on  that  route  which  would  make  their  con- 
veyance impracticable.  I  refer  to  the  heavy  furs  only,  because 
flour  which  is  a  great  resource  to  us  here  could  have  no  outlet 
on  the  other  Side.  Now  it  must  be  observed  that  those  two 
articles  Constitute  nearly  all  the  Trade  that  can  be  carried 
on  with  jlinois;  Because  the  fine  furs  that  are  supposed  in 
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Canada  to  oome  from  there  are  obtained  by  barter  frcttni  the 
nations  of  th©  Mis^ourj-.  From  this  I  conclude  that  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  would  not  increase  the  Trade  of  Canada 
and  that  New  Orleans  would  receive  great  damage  both  as 
regards  its  trade  and  its  subsistence,  beeaiise  it  is  Certain  that 
the  inhabitants  would  not  run  the  risk  of  coming  down,  when 
they  would  havo  no  hope  of  returning  in  safety.  Even  sup- 
posing there  were  no  interruption  and  that  goods  were  Trans- 
ported to  New  Orleans  i\r  formerly,  there  would  infallibly  arise 
between  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  and  the  farmers  sent 
from  Oanadia  with  the  privilege  of  trading,  a  kind  of  Com- 
mercial conflict  which,  as  regards  goods  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  produce,  would  give  rise  to  difficulties  which  T  see  no  mdana 
of  avoiding. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  always  easy  to  descend  the 
river  especially  during  high  Water  when  the  Current  is  veiy 
swift,  there  is  no  great  risk  for  those  who  Know  the  places 
where  tJiey  can  protect  themselves  against  surprise  by  the  sav- 
ages, and  at  present  Twenty-five  or  thirty  men  wonld  be  more 
than  surticient  to  bring  down  to  New  Orleans,  in  addition  to 
quantities  of  bear's  grease,  tallow,  and  hams,  all  the  products 
of  the  harvest,  of  the  [fur]  trade  and  of  the  Working  of  the 
lead  mines,  the  yield  whereof  has  not  been  of  any  great  Tains 
so  fap,  althou^  It  is  asserted  that  they  are  very  rich  and  can 
be  rendered  productive  with  hardly  any  expense.  But  these 
same  people  would  not  be  in  Position  to  take  the  netumi  goods 
baok  to  jlinois  without  the  escort  of  our  detachments.  It  has 
happened  that  convoys  of  150  or  200  men  have  been  attacked, 
and  the  repeated  experience  of  many  voyageura  who  had  to 
Escort  and  who  were  attacked,  beaten,  and  pillaged  at  various 
times  some  years  ago,  proves  the  necessity  of  alFording  them 
such  protection. 

Therefore  if  the  two  Companies  forming  ihe  garrison  of 
I'Unois  were  withdrawn  and  replaced  by  a  detachment  of  troopa 
from  Canada,  would  there  not  be  reason  to  fear  that,  deprived 
of  the  assistance  that  constitutes  the  safety  of  their  Trade, 
some  of  the  inhabitants  might  neglect  the  Cultivation  of  the 
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soil  and  the  others  the  Traffic  with  the  savages  ?  Such  neglect 
would  inspire  the  French  with  disgust  that  might  lead  them 
to  abandon  their  settlements  and  etxcite  no  less  dangerous  dis- 
content amongst  the  savages  who  are  accustomed  to  procure 
what  they  need  in  exchange  for  their  heavy  furs,  and  who, 
seeing  themselves  deprived  of  the  CJonvenienoes  of  life  throu^ 
the  stoppage  of  Trade  would  undoubtedly  liave  teocmrse  to 
the  English,  who  are  ever  ready  to  corrupt  the  nations  that 
are  faithful  to  us.  Those  savages  will  not  fail  in  time  of  war 
to  make  it  easy  for  them  to  seize  our  Settlements  or  in  time 
of  peace  to  establish  some  on  the  Ouabache  or  in  any  other 
place  that  may  suit  them.  It  is  known  beyond  a  doubt  that 
they  have  often  been  solicited  by  the  English  who  eagerly 
seize  every  Occasion  that  Can  give  them'  Influence  amongst  the 
nations  of  the  upper  country.  Thus  it  would  be  flattering 
ourselves  too  much  to  Bely  upon  retaining  the  attachment  and 
fidelity  of  Those  nations  to  the  prejudice  of  their  private 
interests.  But,  it  may  perhaps  be  said,  the  Escorts  required 
for  the  Safety  of  Communication  between  New  Orleans  and 
jlinois  owing  to  the  wars  that  disturb  Louisiana^  will  Oeaae 
to  be  necessary  when  the  troubles  are  Appeased.  I  think  that^ 
whatever  appearance  of  tranquillity  there  may  be,  it  will 
always  bo  imprudent  to  travel  with.  Assurance  on  a  river  of  such 
f^Sit  Extent,  inhabited  or  frequented  by  so  many  savages  of 
various  nations  the  majority  of  whom  never  lose  an  oppor- 
tunity of  pillaging.  The  Voyageuxs  have  only  too  frequently 
had  this  experience  as  regards  the  Cherakis  and  Qzages  witii 
whom,  nevertheless,  Louisiana  has  never  been  in  open  war. 

The  Knowledge  I  have  of  the  country  does  not  permit  of 
my  Agreeing  that  the  two  Oompanies  in  garrison  at  jlinois  can 
be  withdrawn  without  serious  drawbacks.  It  is  true  that  the 
inhabitants  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  savages  when  they  are  united.  But  there  are  amongst 
them  many  Coureurs  des  bois  and  Half -breeds,  people  who  caik- 
not  be  disciplined  and  whom  the  officer  from  Canada  would 
assuredly  be  unable  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  duty  with 
a  detachment  of  tiain  or  even  of  twenty  men.  The  major  in 
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Oomimand  there  has  infinite  troable  in  maintaining  a.  litlile 
diaoipline^  and  he  haa  ancoeeded  in  doing  ao  only  hy  duywing 
himaelf  tmBre.  On  the  other  Handthe  gamaon  in  ita  preaenb 
Strengdi  gieatly  awea  the  nationa;  a  Change  "wofold  aatooiah 
tibem.  Aa  they  are  auapidoiia  and  very  aenaitivey  they  -would 
think  that  Ihe  French  intend  to  abandon  them  and  to  eaerifiee 
themi  to  tfaoae  of  Canada. 

I  Cbnceive  fhat  if  thoae  tw^  Conrpaniea  were  recalled  in  par- 
ananoe  of  Ihe  propoaed  plan,  they  would  be  very  naefol  for 
the  other  operationa  of  the  aenrioe  for  which  the  remainder 
of  tibe  troopa  do  not  auffice;  bat  I  think  it  would  be  dangeraoa 
to  diaf^arriaon  or  draw  in  onr  f rontierBy  and  allhooc^  it  ia 
generally  a  true  aaying  that  the  more  f oroea  are  nnited,  the 
atrongier  they  become^  it  would  be  otherwiae  in  tibe  Caae  in 
qneetioDy  becanae  by  such  nnion  we  ahonld  leave  800  leagoea 
and  mo!re  of  coontiy  a  prey  to  our  neighbors  and  appear  nmdh 
weaker  to  the  savage  Nations  that  jndge  Ofox  streogtih  anlj  by 
Ihe  extent  of  the  territory  we  oooupy. 

If  the  jlinoia  poet  be  ocnaidored  an  eatablifllmient  diflknlt 
to  maintain  in  oonnecticn  with  Lonisianay  It  cam  be  ao  only  on 
acoount  of  the  distance,  which  is  from  300  to  350  leagues  from 
IS&w  Orleans  by  the  Course  of  the  river.  Would  not  the  same 
reason  apply  still  more  as  regards  Canada,  which  is  twice  aa 
far  and  the  road  to  which,  besides  the  portages,  is  practicable 
only  during  one  season  of  the  year  on  Acoount  of  the  ice,  while 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  can  at  all  seasons  receive  news  from 
ninois  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  according  to  the 
greater  or  lesser  rapidity  of  the  Current,  and  send  his  Ordera 
there  by  land  in  two  Months. 

I  admit  that  This  remoteness  imposes  fatiguing  detachment 
duty  on  our  soldiers,  but  I  have  not  yet  noticed  that  such 
fati^e  has  caused  the  death  of  any.  Moreover  there  will  be 
a  way  to  spare  them  the  hardest  part  of  it  The  arrival  at 
New  Orleans  in  September,  of  the  vessels  loaded  with  general 
supplies  will  Enable  the  Governor  to  send  off  the  jlinois  Con- 
voy at  the  end  of  January  at  the  latest.  Then  the  river  being 
half  full,  the  Current  will  be  moderate  and  the  shoala  will 
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be  Covered  wliioih  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  TratkiTig  long 
Circuits  to  Avoid  them;  this  will  shorten  the  voyage  by 
almost  one  fourth.  The  more  temperate  atmosphere  at  that 
season  and  the  abundance  of  Game  will  keep  the  crews  in 
strength  and  health,  so  that  by  this  arrangement  the  VoyagsB 
will  entail  hardly  any  fatigue  And  will  be  performed  much 
more  rapidly. 

It  would  be  deeirable  that  the  King  be  spared  the  expetnae 
entailed  by  the  jlinois  garrison  and  assuredly  nobody  will  ever 
devote  himself  more  zealously  than  myself  to  anything  that 
may  tend  to  effect  a  useful  and  well-understood  Economy. 

Although  I  have  not  a  thorough  Knowled^  of  that  expendi- 
ture, it  seems  to  me  that,  except  in  extraordinary  Cases^  it 
cannot  bo  very  Considerable.  For,  if  bread  and  meat  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  garrison  be  dearer  in  the  jlinois  oountry, 
there  is  a  proportionate  and  greater  profit  on  the  goods  givea 
in  payment  therefor,  besides  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  Sale  effected  in  New  Orleans  of  the  Provisions  sent  from 
France  for  those  two  Companies,  the  disbursements  that  have 
to  be  made  in  the  Jlinois  country  are  almost  entirely  repaid 
to  the  King's  Treasury.  I  see,  therefore^  only  the  rejwdrs  to 
the  fort  and  to  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  King  that  oaot 
Occasion  any  extraordinary  expense,  but  if  the  Storehouse  in 
New  Orleans  were  in  Position  to  Supply  enough  to  That  at 
Jlinois  to  pay  in  Goods  for  the  work  ordered  to  be  done  there^ 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  profit  on  such  goods  would  easily 
meet  the  cost  of  the  repairs,  and  This  is  the  only  way  I  cam 
see  at  present  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  That  post 

Finally  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the  question  as  to  which  of 
the  two  Colonies  of  Canada  and  Louisiana  would  derive  the 
most  Benefit  from  the  Jlinois  settlement,  you  will  find,  Mon- 
seigneur,  that  the  former  Can  hardly  obtain  other  advantages 
from  it  than  it  now  does,  and  that  the  latter,  which  is  infinitely 
poorer,  greatly  needs  it  for  the  increase  of  its  Trade. 

The  products  obtained  from  it,  not  Including  the  Provisions 
Consumed  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Colony,  constitute  nearly 
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oii6-third  of  what  the  merchants  of  France  and  of  the  islands 
oaa  get  in  Exchange  for  tiheir  Goods. 

I  have  represented  to  you  the  dra\vbacks  that  vaif^t  result 
frcnn  the  proposed  change.  I  think  it  -would  not  be  ezpedien* 
to  introduce  any  innovation,  in  That  respect^  especially  so  long 
aa  Tiynisiana  has  for  enemiea  savages  frequenting  the  banks 
of  the  river. 

I  'fieg  You  to  be  convinced  that  my  Zeal  for  the  good  of  the 
SoFvioe^  added  to  my  desire  to  justify  by  my  actions  the  OoDr 
fidanoe  -wherewidi  you  hav«i  honored  me^  have  guided  mj 
opinion  on  this  Matter  in  -which  I  think  I  should  be  less  sus- 
pected of  prejudioe  than  any  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  very  profound  respect,  Monseig* 
neur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant^ 

VATJDSSUXXt 

Nsw  QsLBAirs,  November  2,  1748. 
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Wars  are  grouped  under  these  respective  heads,  instead  of  the  individual  names.} 


Abbnaki   Indians,     487;     habitat,    192; 
language,  191,  418;  on  warpath,  160, 
320;  mission  to,  191,  195;  Foxes  in- 
trigue  with,    xiv,    191-200;    cAlumet 
dance  of,  195-200;  English  war  with, 
305;   hostile  to  French,  489;  receive 
prisoners,  486. 
Abercrombie,  Gen.  James,  477. 
Abittlbi  Indians,  6;^;  enumerated,  246. 
Acadia,  459,  476;  commandants  in,  134, 
160,  166;  voyages  to,  300.  301,  303; 
siege  in,  302;    captured    by  English, 
803;  French  intrigue  with  habitants, 
803,  804. 
Accault    (Aco),    Michael,    wife    rescued, 

19;  accompanies  Hennepin,  19. 
Achaouabem6,  Ottawa  chief,  376,  877. 
Achaoualina,   Ottawa  chief.   511. 
Acorn,  as  Indian  totem.  250. 
Agoab6m6.  Ottawa  chief.  375. 
Agullar,  Martin,  Spanish  explorer,   103, 

104. 
Algremont.    Francois    Clairambault    d*. 

11,  14,  76 ;  death.  58. 
Ailleboust,  Sieur  d',  buys  Fort  La  Baye, 

435;  wounded,  100. 
Aillebout.    Charles   d'.   Judge,    190.     See 
also  Argenteuil  and  Musseaux. 
•  Aklkamingue.  Ottawa  chief,  357. 
Alabama,  Indians  in,  102. 
Albany    (Orange),    convert    from,    199; 

council  at,  335. 
Algonkin    Indians,     124,  468;    in  war- 
party.  209.  216.  320 ;  at  mission,  4in, 
416,  417. 
^Igonquian  tribes,  246. 
Amarlton.    Francois,    removed   from   La 
Baye.  16;  rescues  an  Illinois  woman. 
18.   19 ;   captain,  71 ;   sketch.  18. 
American    Antiquarian    Society,   Report, 

382. 
/myot-VIncelot,      Charles     Joseph,     at 
Cape  St.  Ignace,  372. 


Amyot-Vincelot,  Joseph  Jean  Baptist!^ 
blacksmith  at  Mackinac,  872-875; 
son  of,  376 ;  sketch,  372. 

Angouirot,  Huron  chief,  286;  oppoMi 
migration,  828,  854 ;  reputation,  840^ 
354.  • 

Aniers.     See  Mohawk. 

Apaquois,  mats  of  reeds,  99. 

Apichemonts,  116. 

Appleton   (Wis.),  190. 

Argenteuil,  seigniory  and  county  of,  827. 

Argenteuil,  Madame  Marie  Louise  Denyt 
d',  concession  to,  327. 

Argenteuil,  Pierre  d'  Ailleboust,  slsnr 
d*,   327. 

Arkansas,  322. 

Arnaud.     See  D*Arnaud. 

Artaguette,  Diron  d*,  commissary  of 
Louisia'ba,    213. 

Artaguette.  Pierre  d*,  governor  of  Illi- 
nois, 213,  220.  222,  228;  urges  war, 
229.  276,  321;  slain,  259;  skstefi. 
213. 

Assepausa.  Miami  chief.  606. 

AB8ii)!l)oln  Indians,  trade  with,  140,  144» 
156;    on    warpath.    268.    418,    426; 

make    peflce,    403 ;    enumerated,    247» 

1'48;  aveD;;e  French,  204. 

Aul)ert.     See  Qaspd. 

Aubrey,  Joseph,  Jesuit  missionary,  108. 

Anger.  — ,  leases  post  at  La  Baye,  446L 

Auger.     See  Subercasse. 

"AuguKte",  vessel  wrecked,  509. 

Aulnea*].  Jean  Pierre.  Jesuit  mission- 
ary, massacred  by  Rfoux.  261 ;  letttr 
of,  273;  relics  of,  277.   278. 

Aulneau  de  la  Touche.  — ,  mother  of 
foregoing,  Deftter  to,  278.  314. 

Ayouet  Indians.     See  Iowa. 


Bailleul,  — .  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 
Ballly,  — ,  ensign,   71. 
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Bain,  James,  Henry's  Travels,  25:i. 
Barrois,    Marie   Lothman   de,   241. 
"Batteaux    du    cent,"    term    ezplAined, 

818. 
Battles:     Bantry    Bay,    209.       Beachy 

Head,    299.        Butte   des   Morts,    190. 

Fallen  Timbers,   131.       Lake   George, 

166.  La   Manche,   see   Beachy    Head. 
MalplAQuet,  103.     Monongahela,  223. 

Bays:  Bantry,  290.  Chequamegon,  9, 
106.  Georgian,  209,  245,  462.  Green, 
89  (see  also  Port  La  Baye).  Grand 
Traverse,  851,  860.  Hudson,  trllra- 
taries  of,  63 ;  expedition  in,  180,  800 ; 
English  in,  246.  Little  Traverse, 
362.  Matchedash,  route  via,  813.  St 
Ignace,  852.  St  Biartin,  see  St.  Ig* 
nace.  Saginaw,  Indians  at,  221  (see 
also  Saginaw).  Sandusky,  287  (see 
also  Saii&usky).  Thunder,  fort  on, 
426. 

Bear,  as  Indian  totem.  245.  248.  249, 
251 ;  clan  ~5f  Ottawa,  245. 

Beaubassln,  intrigues  at.  303,  304. 

Beaucourt.  Jo8u4  Dubois  de  Berthelot, 
sleur  de,  2!l2.  451,  455.  450.  465; 
governor  of  Isle  Royale,  304  ;  of  Mon- 
treal, 335,  431 ;  sketch,  292. 

"Beauharnois,"  vessel,  120.  130. 

Beauharnols .  Charles  de  la  Boische, 
marquis  de,  governor  of  Canada,  offl 
clal  reports,  4,  10,  17,  18.  29,  30,  36, 
59,  61.  62,  66,  76,  80-82.  87,  88.  104 
106,  109,  119,  141,  147,  148.  162.  164 

167,  169,   175,  182-184.   187,  191.  204 
206,  213,  221,  2,^6,  242,  253,  254,  260 
269,  276,  291.  298,  290.  300,  316.  318 
322,  335,  356,  366,  369,  370,  412.  415 
422.  424.  430,  431,  438,  440,  443,  445 
446,     451,     452;     arrangements     for 
posts,    133,    20T,    267.    289,    293,    305 
471,     478.     470,     503.     504 ;     receives 
news,  6.  142,  207.  243,  244.  440;  wit 
nesses    documents,    14,    135,    138 ;    or 
ders   of.    74.    75,    104,    161.   331.    ,^08 
orders  to.  131,  134,  145.  154-159,  161 
176-180.  201.  263;  sends  Information 
120.   154-150.   101,    186.  250,  406:  pol 
Icy  toward   Foxes,   xlv.  5.   21.   22,   28 
01,    112.    143.    145.   161-104,    107.    182 
183.    185,    190,    201.    320,    338,    339 
sends    relief    to    Onlcrnas.    274  ;     mes 
sages    to    Indinns.    340-348.    351-353 
Indian  speeches  to.  146.  T96.  324-326 
334.  372-400  :  letters  to.  353-355.  359 
300 ;  writes  to  La  Richardle,  .'^48-350 
asks    favors     for   olBcers.     327 ;     sup- 
presses revolt,  4G4.  407.  470;  receives 
copper  ore.  255,  308  ;  Issues  ordinance. 


214;    fdte    celebrated,     26,    27;     fA 
terms    with   intentfaht,   20;   new  dlfi- 
nities   of,    398,    894;     recalled,    408;. 
abilities,  xvili;  aketch,  6,  7. 

Beauharnols,  — ,  Junior,  goes  to  Detroit, 
834,  887-350,  368-365,  358,  869-871, 
879 ;  at  Sandusky,  870,  418 ;  mtmuLgim 
sent  by,  840-846;  instructiona,  84(1- 
848;  to  ptLM  winter  at  Detroit,  M7; 
letter  to  uncle,  859-805;  HnnM  • 
chiefs  accompany,  871,  877,  418;  op- 
posed by  missionary,  418. 

Beauharnols,  Francois  de,  intendant  of 
New  France,  801. 

Beauharnols,  josephine.  ancestor  o2^  8b 

Beaujeu  de  Villemonde,  — ,  eapfaln,  71; 
at  Niagara,  432. 

Beaulac.  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Beaumont,  — ,  senior  officer  In  r^w^f^, 
335. 

Beauvais,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71. 

Beauvais,  — ,  Interpreter,  227.        • 

B^gon,  Catherine,  451. 

Bi^gon,  Claude  Michel,  Intendant  of 
Canada,  8. 

Belalr,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  800. 

Belamy,  — ,  French  official,   120. 

Bellerlve.     See  St.  Ange. 

Bellestre.  Marie  Francois  Pleot^  eloiir 
de.  lieutenant  71 ;  at  Detroit,  46^ 
461.  466.  487;  leads  warpartlee,  4&K 
461.  507:  at  St.  Joseph,  461,  490; 
sketch.  459. 

Belleval.  — .  ensign,  71. 

liellln.  Nicolas,  cartographer,  165,  352. 

Benolst  de  St.  Clalr,  — ,  commandant 
in    Illinois.  428. 

Bercy.  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Herman.     See  La  Martlnl^re. 

Bertel,  — .  commandant  In  Illinois,  428, 
479.  490;  reports  from  487-489;  aid 
sent  to.  492.  497;  ability,  496.  500, 
501. 

Berthelot.     See  Beaucourt. 

Hlhand.  >rnx,  Ln  Bihlinthdque  Canadi- 
rtuie,  30,  44. 

••Riche."   vessel.   ,302. 

Bienville.  .lean  Baptiste  Le  Mo.vne.  sleur 
(le.  ](»,  73;  crovernor  of  Louisiana, 
147,  179.  180.  212.  213,  220,  244.  321, 
435.  436.  439;  expedition  against 
Chickasaw.  250,  316;  sister  of.  136; 
sketch.    180.   435. 

IMffot,  Francois.  Intendant  of  Canada, 
205 :  official  reports,  499,  502 ;  sketch, 
409. 

Biffot.  Vincent.  Abenaki  missionary,  195. 

BIloxI    (Mlss.^,  provisioned,  301. 

Pissot.     See  Vincennes. 
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Black  dog,  as  Indian  {otem.  248. 

Black  Fox,  chief,  63. 

"Black  gowns,"  Indian  term  for  Jesuit 
missionAltes.  39,  45,  60,  284. 

Black  Sguirrel.  tribe  of  Ottawa,  246; 
as  Indian  totem,  261. 

Black  Hawk,  Sauk  chlA.  323. 

BlainTille,  Jean  B^ptiste  C61oron,  sieur 
de,  'Eenior,  capfain,  71,  867. 

BlainTille,  Jean  Baptiste  Celeron,  slenr 
de.  Junior,  at  Mackinac,  822,  336, 
367;  at  Muskegon,  364';  at  Saginaw, 
868.  873,  876;  on  Ohio  expedition. 
207;  sketch,  207,  367.  S*ee  also  C^ 
loron. 

Blenry.     See  Sabrevois. 

Bcpuf  Noir,  KIckapoo  chief,  46,  62. 

Bolsbriant.  Pierre  Dugu4,  sieur  de,  com- 
mandant of  Illinois.  2,  18;  sketch,  2. 

Boiselle,  — ,  voyageur.  57. 

Boishdbert.  Louis  Henri  Deschamps, 
sieur  de,  captain,  71 ;  commandant  at 
Detroit,  133,  134,  141.  146,  161,  170; 
supplies  munitions  of  war,  149 ;  let- 
ters of,  142.  148-153,  172,  176,  181; 
daughter,    223;    sketch,    134. 

Boish^bert.  — ,  Junior,  at  Fort  St.  FrM- 
6ric.  432. 

Bona  venture,  — ,   sea  captain.  300. 

Bordeaux,  French  port,  490. 

Boston  (Mass.).  French  officer  at,  20; 
expedition  from,  302 ;  embassies  to. 
30.3-303. 

Bouat,  Agathe  le  Gardeur.  434. 

Bouat,  Francois-Marie,  434. 

Boubersheur,  — ,  336. 

Boucher,   Marie,   103. 

Boucher,   Marie  Madeleine,  68. 

Boucher,   Marguerite.   183. 

Boucher.  See  Bouchervllle,  La  Perrlfere, 
and  Montbrun. 

Boucherville,  I»lorre  Boucher,  sieur  de, 
16.  331  :  ensign,  71 ;  commandant 
among  Sioux,  33;  at  Niagara,  328; 
captured,  ,38,  68;  narrative  of.  36-67; 
speech  to  KIckapoo.  11-4,3;  arranges 
peace  with  Illinois,  48-53.  60.  62;  es- 
capes via  Illinois,  54,  53;  observa- 
tions on  Sioux.  56.  57 ;  aunt  of,  68 ; 
expenses  of,  82-86;  sketch,  86. 

Bonlangef.  Jean  Antolne^  mlnlonary  to 
Illinois,  55.  ^'55.  256. 

Bourassa.  Charlotte,  270. 

BourasHR.  H6n6,  voyageur.  270. 

Boyle,  David,  note  by,  313. 

Bragelogne.  — ,  sieur  de.  lieutenant,  71. 

Brandy,  sftle  at  posts.  7,  145,  158,  169, 
173.  289,  358;  Indian  term  for,  381. 
See  also  English  and  Fur  Trade. 


Brasse,  French  measure,  41. 

Brest,  French  port,  299. 

Brevoort,  James  C,  collector  of  mana- 

scripts,  28. 
Brown    County     (Wis.),     188;     (Ohio), 

475. 
Brymner,    Douglas,    Canadian   arcbiTist»  « 

xviii. 
Buache,     Philippe,    French    geographert 

28. 
Budemont,  — ,   sieur  de,  captain,   71. 
Buffalo,  used  for  provttflon,  224;  Indimn 

totem,  248. 
Bulssonlftre,   Alphonse    de,  gOTemor    of 

Illinois,  316,  821. 
Burgundy,  871. 
Butterfleld,     Consul      Willshlre,     Grant 

County,   Wis.,  433. 


Cabanac,  — ,  chevalier  de,  ensign,  71. 

Cabanac  Laisn^,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

Cacalin.     See  Kakalln. 

Cacapon  (Va.),  attack  on,  322. 

Cache,  method  of  making,  279. 

Cadillac,  Antolne  de  Lamothe,  sieur  ae^ 
commandant  at  Detroit,  41,  266 ;  cor- 
respondence, 424 ;  concessions,  241. 

Cahokla    (111.),   Fren^    settlement    at,  ^ 
101.  no,  337;  sise,  496. 

Cahokla  Indians,  59 ;  enemies  of  Foxes, 
111-117;  desert,  117:  enumerated, 
251 ;  capture  Sauk,  337,  365 ;  Tillage 
of.  487 ;  sketch,  337.  See  also  Illi- 
nois Indians. 

California,  river  near,  103,  104. 

Calll^res-Bonneville,  Louis  Hector  de, 
governor  of  Canada.  3.38. 

Campeau.  Francois,  blacksmith  at  Slous 
post,  14,  57,  135. 

•Canada."  vessel,  415,  417,  419,  420, 
421. 

Canada.  110,  129,  1.33:  map  of.  103; 
governors,  1,  2,  4.  7,  31,  470 ;  Intend- 
ants,  70,  301,  499 ;  army  officers,  71 ; 
Illinois  should  belong  to.  17,  146,  147, 
137:  land  taxes,  241;  American  in- 
vasion. 4.'>0 :  Canadian  Archiven,  xviii, 
14.  .30,  3.1.  73.  424. 

Canoes,  price  of,  126. 

Cape  St.  Ignace,  seigneur  of,  372. 

Carolina,  250;  Indians  of.  119;  Natches 
take  refuge  In,  220 ;  Chickasaw  mi- 
grate to,  4.38:  raided.  447,  448;  trad- 
ers from.  475. 

Carp,  as  Indian  totem.  249.  251. 

Carr.  Luclen,  3faacoutin8,  382. 

Catahoula  Parish  (La.),  220. 

Catamount,  as  Indian  totem,  248. 
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Catfish,  as  IndUui  totem,  246,  247. 

Caughnawaga,  mission  colony.   279. 

Cauvet,  French  sea  captain,  301. 

Cavagnlal,  — ,  sleur  de,  captain,  71, 
See  also  Vaudreuil. 

Cayuga,  at  Montreal,  420.  See  also 
Iroquois. 

C^loron,  IMerre  Joseph,  sleur  de,  382 ;  en- 
sign, 71 ;  commandant  at  Mackinac, 
207,  209,  216,  223,  257,  317,  322,  351, 
359,  362,  364,  374,  377,  423;  retires 
from  Mackinac,  373,  375 ;  commands 
against  Chickasaw,  310 ;  letters  of, 
367-369 ;  author,  245 ;  commandant 
at  Detroit,  410,  415;  at  Niagara, 
443 ;  leads  Detroit  convoy,  608 ;  to 
remove  Ottawa,  352,  353;  416;  Indians 
accompany,  419,  420 ;  Ohio  expedition, 
207,  476,  482,  489.  praised,  369;  pop- 
ular, 372;  sketch,  207,  367,  377.  See 
also  Blainville. 

Chabert,     — ,     sleur,     accompanies     De 
Noyelles,   226 ;   wounded,   226 ;  among 
Seneca,  468.     See  also  Joncalre. 
%  Chalet.  Francois,  French  merchant,  443. 

Chambellan,  — ,  mining  expert,  234,  235, 
237. 

Champlgny,  — ,  governor  of  Martinique, 
210. 

Champlaln.  Samuel  de,  68,  422. 

Chanoy.     See  De  Noyan. 

Chaouanon   Indians.      See  Shawnee. 

Chaou^non,  Klckapoo  warrior,  41.  43, 
4G. 

Chapt.     See  La  Come. 

Chardon,  Jean  B.,  Jesuit  missionary,  6, 
7.  8,  196,  109;  among  Foxes.  24; 
sketch.  7. 

Charlevoix.    Pierre   Frnngols    Xavler   de, 
travels  of.  160;  map  of,  462;  History 
of  Ncic  France,  303,  30.'). 
.  Charley,   Jacques,    444. 

Charley,    Jean    Bnptlste,    dit    St.    Ange, 
306.  444. 
,  Charlpy,  Louis.  444. 

Chartfer  do  Lofblnh'^ro.  477. 

Chartler.    Anpcllque.    211. 

Cliartler,   Martin,  at  Philadelphia.   331. 

Oiartior,    Peter,    ninoiii:   Shawnee,    331. 

Chartler's  old  town,  331. 

Chnrtraln,  — ,  ensiirn,   71. 

Chart rler,  — ,  Chevalier  de,  French  sea 
captain,  300. 

Chassaiffne,  M»<lame  de.  pensioned,   213. 

Chastclaln,   - -,   enslirn   do,   7L 

Chat  Blanc  r White  OntK  Sauk  chief, 
223  ;  boss  for  mercy,  258. 

Chaudicliros,  mines  near,   312. 


Chaussegros  de  L^ry,  Qaspard,  engineer, 
103,   104,    120. 

Chauvlgnerle,  Michel  Maray,  sleur  de, 
245 ;   interpreter,  255. 

Chavola.     See  De  Noyan. 

Chelaoulskaouois,  Ottawa  chief,  351. 

Ch^laouois,  Winnebago  chief,  407. 

Cherokee  Indians,  65,  480,  615 ;  habitat, 
336 ;  enumerated,  250 ;  settle  near 
Ohio,  261;  hostile  to  French,  489; 
unsubjugated,  429. 

Chlcagou,  Indian  site,  3,  6,  149,  160, 
362,  363 ;  Sauk  and  Fox  at.  404,  437. 

Chlcatallen,  Ottawa  Indian,  389,  302; 
son    of,    389,    392. 

Chlchlppa,  Fox  chief,  53;  killed  by 
Klckapoo,   54. 

Chickasaw  Indians,  364 ;  enumerated, 
250;  expeditions  against,  29,  73,  136, 
147,  157,  166,  207,  212,  213.  259,  276, 
316,  322,  480;  attack  French  detach- 
ments. 181,  259,  336,  418,  419,  489; 
burn  French  officers,  269,  276,  381, 
384*  385 ;  attacks  on  incited,  161-164, 
179,  181,  183,  186,  186,  214,  220, 
228,  229,  244,  364,  387,  438;  north- 
ern Indians  attack,  102,  181,  182, 
218,  220.  232,  276,  328,  336,  337,  S68, 
365,  366,  371,  382,  396,  419,  480, 
487 ;  Natchez  take  refuge  among,  162 ; 
abandon,  220;  instigated  by,  147, 
157,  179,  180;  Intrigues  with  Eng- 
lish, 157;  with  Huron.  65;  with  Illi- 
nois, 157,  428,  438;  unsubdued,  429; 
desire  to  migrate,  438 ;  settle  near 
Ohio,  261  ;  raid  Oulatonon,  380.  384 ; 
peace  with.  33.5  ;  sketch.  65.  102. 

Chicoutlml,  mission  station,  418. 

Chippewa  (Saulteur)  Indians,  6,  228, 
369.  375 ;  habitat,  xvl,  79.  81.  246, 
247,  2S2.  305.  360:  enumerated,  246, 
247;  tribe  of,  437;  at  Sable  River, 
276.  484 ;  visit  Montreal,  62,  421, 
466;  brincr  news.  270:  woman  of,  117; 
at  war  with  Sioux,  xvl.  42.  204,  271, 
272,  277.  310.  325.  320,  360.  361,  307, 
426:  peace  with.  277,  278:  at  war 
with  Tree,  140  ;  peace  with,  68  :  at  war 
with  Foxes,  53.  81  :  attacked  by  Illi- 
nois. 184;  hostile  to  Detroit  Huron, 
279.  280.  287,  333  :  Iroquois  Intrigue 
with.  305 :  seek  allies,  423,  426 :  on 
the  warpath,  363,  416.  422,  425.  448; 
make  peace.  401.  407,  426,  441  ;  Join 
Ll2:nery.  31;  Vllllers.  100;  commend- 
ed. 407 ;  promise  fidelity.  425 :  loy- 
alty doubtful,  486 :  message  to,  345- 
347;  speeches  of,   306,  400,  401,  408; 
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prisoner  ransomed,  360 ;  plunder,  459 ; 
revolt  at  Mackinac,  462-465,  469, 
475;  at  Detroit,  467,  468,  506;  in 
Lake  Superior,  469 ;  murder  French, 
484 ;  ask  asylum,  486 ;  history  of, 
246. 

Choctaw  Indians,  157 ;  oppose  Chicka- 
saw, 212,  220. 

Choueghen.     See  Fort  Oswego. 

Christian,  Brother  — ,  Jesuit,  106. 

Clquenackqua,   Miami   chief,   506. 

Claiborne,  J.  F.  II.,  Mississippi,  316. 

Cllgnancourt,  Louis  Matthleu  Damours, 
sleur  de,  at  Mackinac,  34 ;  ensign, 
71 ;  leases  La  Baye,  452,  456 ;  sketch, 
34. 

Coldfeet,  Miami  chief,  482. 

Company  of  the  Indies.  2,  5,  19,  62,  230, 
232,  233,  298,  299,  443,  472,  612; 
retrocede  Louisiana,  146,  230 ;  sketch, 
230. 

ContreccBur,  — ,  sleur  de,  captain,  71. 

ContrecoBur,  — ,  Junior,  ensign,  71. 

Copper,  mines  reported,  xvi,  105,  106, 
165-167,  176,  177,  187,  233-240.  242, 
252-254,  262,  263.  290,  291,  306-316, 
477 ;  specimens  taken  to  France,  xri, 
86,  87,  165,  235,  252-254,  306.  307, 
309;  assayed,  233,  234.  236,  254, 
307 ;  methods  of  mining,  234-240 ;  ex- 
perts visit,  xvi,  234.  235,  237,  263, 
262,  290,  291,  30^-315. 

Coquart,  Claude,  Godefroy,  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary, 418 ;  at  Kaministiquia,  426. 

Corbeau,  Ottawa  chief,  377,  304,  396. 

Corbin,  — ,  reports  on  mines,  236-240. 

Costabelle,  — ,  governor  of  Isle  Royale. 
303,   304. 

Couhalgne,  — ,  French  engineer,  303. 

Coullmy.     See  Kakalin. 

Coulon.     See  Jumonville  and  Yilliers. 

Coulonge,  — ,  in  Sioux  trade,  135,  138, 
139. 

"Courageux,"  vessel,  290. 

Coureurs  des  bols,  363,  452 :  gathered 
at  Mackinac,  1.  211,  279,  276;  edict 
favoring,  263 ;  amnesty  for,  275 ;  at 
Green  Bay,  445,  446 ;  injure  trade, 
473,  474 ;  to  be  exiled,  474 ;  refuge 
in  Illinois.  497.  515. 

Cournoyer,  — ,  sleur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

Courtemanche.     See  Crolselle. 

Cr*b,  as  Indian  totem,  249,  251. 

Craig,  Oscar  J.,  Ouiatanon,  131. 

Crane,  as  Indian  totem,  246-247,  249- 
251. 

Cree  (Cristinaux)  Indians,  enumerated, 
247;  war  with  Sioux,  16,  268;  peace 
with,  166,  263,  403;  war  with  Chip- 


pewa. 140;  peace  with.  68;  on  war- 
path. 4,  18,  421,  426;  avenge 
French,  264;  trade  with,  140,  144, 
156;  sketch,  68. 

Creeks:  Buffalo,  38;  Chartler,  381; 
Green  (Ohio),  286;  Loramie  (Ohio). 
482;  White  Oak   (Ohio),  475. 

Crespel,  Emanuel,  chaplain  of  Llgnery'B 
expedition,  28. 

Cristinaux   Indians.     See  Cree. 

Croghan,  George,  at  Plckawlllany,  482; 
Journals,    132,    480. 

Crolselle  de  Courtemanche,  — ,  lieuten- 
ant, 71,  *t  Detroit,  432 ;  killed,  226. 

Crown  Point.     See  Fort  St.  Fr<5d^rlc. 

Cuming,  Fortescue,  Tour  of  the  West, 
419. 


Daqnbad.  See  Douville,  and  La  Saua- 
saye. 

Daillay  (Dumay),  Pierre,  member  of 
Sioux  company,  14. 

D'Amour,  — ,  sleur,  lieutenant,  71 ;  see 
also  Cllgnancourt. 

Daneaux.     See  Muy. 

Darlington,  William  M.,  Gist's  Journals, 
286. 

D'Arnaud  (Renaud),  Nicolas  Marie  Da« 
vanne,  sleur  de  Desmoloises.  ensign, 
71 ;  commandant  among  Miami,  211- 
213,  243;  sketch,  211. 

Dauphin,  medals  struck  at  birth  of,  169. 

Davenne.     See  D*Arnaud. 

Dasenaro.     See  Luslgnan. 

De  Broulllan.  — ,  governor  of  Newfound- 
land, 303. 

De  Cotte,  — ,  manufacturer  of  medals, 
171. 

Decouagne,  Marie  Anne,  452. 

Deer,  as  Indian  totem,  260. 

D^hestre,  — ,  blacksmith,  394,  396. 

Del  isle,  Claude,  cartographer,  108. 

Dellsle,  GulUaume,  cartographer,  108, 
104. 

Denlssen,  Christian,  Family  of  Navarre, 
241. 

De  Noyan,  Pierre  Jacques  Payan,  sleur 
de  Chavois  (Chanoy),  captain,  71;  In 
expedition  of  1728,  73;  memorials  of, 
107,  108,  121-129,  131 ;  to  command 
at  Mackinac,  172 ;  commandant  at 
Detroit,  288,  289.  298,  330,  346-348, 
350,  354,  365,  388,  393,  428,  420; 
plans  for  Detroit,  291-296,  366-369; 
superseded,  415;  letters  of,  284,  286- 
289,  291-296,  326,  327,  330,  883,  844, 
391,  393,  412;  acts  as  peacemaker, 
288,  289,  332,  833;  decides  law-siilt% 
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Dk  Notav,  p.  J.  p.  (contlaiMd)^- 
859;    to   mlirato   with   HoroBt    848, 
870;  corwl  oC  UImm,  298;  8t  MoB- 
tnal,    481;    gritfaaee«,    806^    869; 
■elfiiioxy,  887;  dwleli,  78. 

De  Nojan,  Mailaiiw^  809. 

De  Vof^Um,  Cli8ri«i  JoMph*  eoaoMiid- 
ant  at  Ifaclriiwtc,  448,  482,  488,  487, 
469 ;  itetdi,  482. 

De  NoyellMi,  NieolM  JoMph,  itoiir  dt 
Flmrlffloiit,  AttadDi  Voem,  112,  114, 
1161  180;  Mods  alaTt,  ISO;  mt  to 
Mlmml,  188,  186^  211;  aziMltloii 
afklnst  Sauk  and  FOxet,  xr,  208-210, 
215-221,  280-288,  242,  255,  260;  pa- 
■onal  aeeoant  o<,  221-229;  aieuMt 
for  faUure,  229,  282,  258,  »7 ;  ordwa 
SiTon,  255-258;  commandant  at  De- 
troit, 242,  266,  292,  840,  841,  887; 
appointment,  dlsapproTed,  268,  296; 
acts  aa  peacemaker,  276,  279-281,  882, 
890;  Intercedee  for  Horon,  284,  841, 
844 ;  Oolatanon  desire,  881,  884 ;  enc- 
ceeds  La  YCrendrje,  441,  442,  462; 
arriyec  at  liadllnae,  468;  iettere 
from,  822,  462;  cbaracterlaed,  209, 
269 ;  eon,  462 ;  eketch,  112. 

Denje.     See  La  Ronde. 

De  Plalne,  — ,  enalgn,  71. 

Deechalllons,  Jean  Baptlate  St  Oora, 
71 ;  at  Detroit,  85,  86,  59.  100 ;  Kam- 
Inlstiqula,  80;  aceompanlee  De  Noy- 
elles,  226;  son,  69,  223;  sketch,  35. 
See  also  St.  Ours. 

Deschamps,  Charlotte,  223. 

Deschamps,  Genevieve,  223. 

Deschamps.     See  Bolsh^bert. 

D'Esgly,  — ,  ensff^n,  71. 

Des  Oouttes,  Count  — ,  20. 

DesUettes,  Charles  Henri  de  Tonty,  com- 
mandant at  Illinois,  3-6,  18,  10,  29, 
49-52,  55;  leads  army,  39:  falls  to 
co-operate,  34 ;  letters  from  61 ; 
wounded,  181 ;  sketch,  3. 

Desmololses.     See  D'Arnnud. 

Defl  Moines    (Iowa),   231. 

Dcsprez,  Ouyon,  In  Sioux  trade,  136, 
138. 

Detroit,  128.  132,  146.  163.  174,  175, 
181,  183.  256,  257,  260.  203,  440,  467, 
472,  483,  501,  510;  distance  from 
Montreal,  56 ;  map.  141 ;  French 
post,  zll,  3,  5.  31,  8.3,  214.  322; 
founded.  266;  fort,  state  of.  357; 
commandants,  41.  107.  183,  205.  207, 
208,  242.  260,  268.  288,  289,  415,  428. 
432:  missionaries.  342.  34.3.  459  (See 
also  I^  RIchardle  and  Potiers)  ;  gar- 


riMO,  184,  240-849,  196;  atttta*, 
171,  244,  2W,  296,  297,  826,  857,  609; 
Indiana  at,  68,  124,  148,  181,  152^ 
167,  172;  2161  281,  248,  251,  846,  49^ 
500;  Indian  trooUee,  879-489,  888, 
884,  841-850,  869^71,  887,  429;  eon- 
dltlona  at,  85,  86,  141,  142,  204,  24»* 
242,  264-267,  828-829,  857,  416,  449, 
450>  489^A92,  499-501,  505;  plaim 
for,  181-184,  141,  170,  171,  291-29^ 
441,  444,  49»4H>1;  ter-trade  at,  409; 
me  of  brandy,  145,  298-^96;  Heenaea 
for,  504;  vweel  to  be  boUt  at,  811; 
blackemlth.  410;  mnallpos  at,  181; 
rendeafooe,  209,  467;  alarm  at,  288; 
preeente  eent  to,  822;  Indiana  dlaaf- 
fected,  446,  447,  458-482,  474,  48»- 
481;  revolt,  zWI,  459,  467,  478-481, 
484-487,  conToy  for,  srll,  460,  508; 
re-lnforced,  468,  481,  484,  498,  606; 
Importance  of,  266,  470,  499,  606; 
•orrendered  to  Bnglleh,  459. 

De  Telle.    See  Yllllera. 

De  VlUlere  du  Terraget  Mare,  Deraiere 
Anm4§9  de  la  LoaMaae  freafetee*  495. 

DerlTler,  — ,  captain,  71. 

DerlTler,  — ,  junior,  analgn,  71. 

Dteakau,  Jean  Brdman,  baron,  expedi- 
tion on  Lake  Ckorge,  166,  477. 

Dinwiddle,  Bobert,  governor  of  Ylrftnla, 
166. 

D'OrgeTllle,  — ,  elenr,  2ia 

Dormicourt,  — ,  elenr  de,  lieutenant,  71 

Doryal.  — ,  sieur,  among  Foxes,  161 ;  at- 
tempts to  redeem  captlyes,  162. 

Dosquet,  Pierre  Armand,  bishop  of  Que- 
bec, 158.  159. 

D'Outreleau,  Btienne,  missionary  to  Ill- 
inois, 51,  62. 

Douville,  Alexandre  Dagneau.  sieur,  en- 
sign, 71 ;  with  Villiers,  188-191 ;  sent 
to  Detroit,  322;  to  Montreal,  487; 
commandant  among  Miami,  822,  461, 
482;  Interpreter  at  Fort  Frontenae, 
482:  sketch,  322,  481.  See  also  La 
Saussaye. 

Dubpau,  — .  in  Sioux  trade,  136,  138, 
1,39. 

Dubois.     See  Beaucourt. 

Dubreull.     See  La  Corne. 

Dubulsson.  Joseph  Quyon.  captain,  71, 
457 :  commandant  at  Mackinac,  76, 
87,  89.  106,  107;  returns,  108;  plans 
against  Foxes.  143;  characterlted, 
108,  sketch,  75. 

Dubulsson,  — .  Junior,  at  Niagara,  432; 
goes  to  Detroit,  457.  460,  468;  to 
Miami,  505.   506;   sketch,  457. 
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DubuissoQ  family,  136. 

Duburon,  Jean  Joseph  Feray,  sleur,  en- 
sign, 71 ;  commands  detachment,  212 ; 
accompanies  Beauharnols,  834,  340, 
347,  348,  365 ;  sketch,  334. 

Du  Chesne,  St.  Michel,  In  Slouz  trade, 
136,  138,   139. 

Dufros.     See  La  Jemerals. 

Dufugler,  — ,  sleur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

Diigu^,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Duluth,  Daniel  Qraysolon,  explorer,  188 ; 
correspondence,  424 ;  builds  fort,  426. 

Dumas,  Jean,  missionary  at  Illinois,  39. 

Dumay,  Francois,  member  of  Sioux 
company,  14,  57.    See  also  Daillay. 

Dumont,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Dunn,  Jacob  P.,  Indiana,  475,  485. 

Dnplessls-Fabert,  Francois  Lefebre, 
sleur,  captain,  71 ;  commands  at  La 
Baye,  17 ;  at  Niagara,  468 ;  opinion 
of,  339;  son  killed,  189,  190;  sketch, 
17. 

Duplessis,  Francois  Antolne  Lefebre, 
ensign,  471.  See  also  Gatlneau  and 
Mornay. 

Dupr6,  Saint  George,  member  of  Sioux 
Company,   14. 

Dupuy,  Claude  Thomas,  intendant  of 
Canada,  4,  6,  7,  18,  20,  22.  35,  73, 
75;  recalled,  20,  58;  sketch,  8. 

Duquesne,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  300. 

DusabU,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Du  Tartf,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  299. 

Dutch,  befriended  by  Iroquois,  338. 


Eaolb,   as  Indian   totem,   246,   248. 

£cu,  value  of,  277. 

"Elephant,"  store-ship,  20;  wrecked, 
69. 

*'Enflamm6."   yessel,    301. 

English,  rivals  of  French  In  fur-trade, 
xvli,  75,  76,  122,  131.  133,  134.  156, 
191,  192,  205,  233.  358.  373,  376,  388, 
407,  476,  503,  504,  515;  strategems 
of,  410,  415,  429,  447;  intrigue  with 
Foxes,  181,  338;  with  Miami  and 
Shawnee,  xrii,  29,  186,  211,  214,  215, 
261,  417,  475,  482,  506.  507;  with 
Abenaki,  191„  193,  194;  with  Huron, 
280.  281.  350,  458,  460,  480.  506; 
with  Illinois,  428;  with  Jesuits,  414; 
Iroquois  as  agents.  102 ;  Iroquois 
abandon,  420;  attacks  upon  Incited, 
448,  457,  510;  war  with,  declared, 
440,  411;  aid  Indian  revolt,  468,  469, 
474-476,  488,  487-489,  608;  project 
for  Wabash,  post,  178 ;  cut  off  Canada 
from   Louisiana,    147,   489,   496;    In- 


trigues at  Detroit,  265,  858;  befriend 
Tetes  Plats,  834 ;  at  Oswego,  365,  448, 
446,  447,  503;  supply  brandy  to  In- 
dians, 173,  175,  266,  395,  446,  447; 
benefited  by  French  lease  system,  409, 
411 ;  in  Hudson  Bay,  246 ;  besiege 
Port  Royal,  302 ;  in  Acadia.  303,  304 ; 
may  capture  Illinois,  497,  515 ;  Can- 
ada, 447. 

Entatsogo,  mission  Indian  chief,  281, 
331. 

**Entendu,"  vessel,  300. 

''Envieux,"   vessel,   300. 

••Excellent,"  vessel,  300. 


Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  57,  64  ;  Sioux  at, 
36.     Calumet,  422. 

Feray.     See  Duburon. 

Ferland,  Abb6  J.  B.  A.,  Coura  d'HUtoire 
du  Canada,  38,  256. 

Ferrlfere,  — ,  ensign.  71. 

Flshef  bird,  as  Indian  totem,  246. 

Flathead  Indians.     See  T^tes  Plats. 

Fleurlmont.     See  De   Noyelles. 

Fleury,  — ,  ship-owner,  107. 

li'Ieury.     See  La  Gorgendi^re. 

Folle  Avolne   Indians.     See   Menominee. 

Fond  du  Lac,  term  explained,  487. 

Fork.  aa»  Indian  totem,  251. 

Forster.  John  Adam.  i.a cber  and  son. 
Lake  Superior  mining  experts,  xvi, 
202,  290,  291.  306.  308,  310,  811; 
report,  314,.  315. 

Fort  Wayne  (Ind.),  French  post  on  site, 
131. 

Forts:  Alepinigon,  see  Nlpigon.  As- 
sumption, built,  316;  peace  at.  336. 
Beauharnols,  7-17,  22;  built,  xlli,  26- 
28.  33,  71,  78-80.  109.  135-140.  148, 
155.  168.  177,  403;  location.  57;  de- 
scribed, 138;  inundated,  26.  77;  cele- 
bration at.  xlli.  26,  27 ;  commandants, 
16.  39.  66.  135.  138.  139,  166,  168. 
178.  207.  223.  258.  259;  importance 
of.  156,  230;  warned,  xlli.  33.  36; 
abandoned,  xlli.  37.  58.  59.  64,  140, 
144.  155,  206;  Foxes  near,  67-70,  re- 
established, xlv,  135-140,  143,  156, 
168,  169.  177;  dangerous.  258.  259; 
evacuated,  xv.  264.  267-274;  re-occu- 
pied. 315.  Carillon,  see  Ticonderoga. 
Cataraqui,  see  Frontenac.  Chambly, 
205,  432.  Chartres,  xii,  3.  10,  424; 
Indians  near.  250 ;  conditions  at.  467, 
517 ;  deserter  from.  317 ;  command- 
ants. 18,  161,  213.  321.  427,  444; 
sketch,  18.  Chequamegon  (La 
Polnte),  xii,  5,  9,  11,  33,  34,  79.  105, 
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130,  165-167.  308,  311,  463;  com- 
mandants, xvl,  20,  68,  87,  165,  166, 
309,  315,  335;  granted  to  De  la 
Ronde,  176,  177,  237,  305;  leased  to 
Madame  La  Ronde,  444,  477,  478,  498, 
499 ;  to  others,  502,  509 ;  messenger 
from,  361 ;  supplies  for,  471 ;  mining 
experts  visit,  290,  291,  308,  310,  311 ; 
Indians  near,  zvl,  140,  247,  264,  305, 
360,  396,  403,  421,  426,  441,  442 ;  Me- 
nominee invited  to  settle  near,  425 ; 
war  rages  at,  277,  278,  310;  peace 
made,  263.  Crown  I*olnt,  see  St. 
Fr^d^rlc.  Dauphin,  471.  Duquesne 
322  ;  register  of,  361.  Frontenac,  132 
274 ;  exploited.  443 ;  conditions  at, 
467,  472,  483,  508 ;  scarcity  of  goods 
at,  449;  officers,  205,  211,  432;  gar 
rlson,  451,  489 ;  surrender,  73 ;  sketch 
321.     Kamlnlstlqula,  16,  80,  247,  418 

424,  426;  leased.  444,  502,  504;  com 
mandants,  35,  433 ;  supplies  for^  471 
Indians    near,    426,     437,     441,     469 
portage   near,    426;    sketch,    426.     La 
Baye,  7,   11.  22,  23,  31,  32,   89,   168 
199,  375,  394,  424,-^30,  467,  501,  504 
location,  xll.  22,   136;   rendezvous,   3 
4,  6,   75;   road  via,   67.   363;  French 
officers  at.  2.  6,  15-18,  160,  188,  274 
276,  315,  433,  439.  463,  471  ;  mission 
ary,    8 ;    Interpreter,     24 :     abandoned 
xlll,  80,   140,   l.')6;  re-established,  xlv 
140.   15G,   1G9,   178  ;   country   unfertile 
317.  310:  tributary  ludians,  8,  SO,  99 
249.   405,   452,   457:    Foxes   visit,    182 
185;  near.  208.  .3Q.S.  400;  Sauk  to  re 
turn,    210.    218,    210,    227,    231,    2.32 
S»uk  and  Foxes  oppose  return  to,  .315- 
317,    320,     362,    363;     French     officer 
killed   at,    xv,    188-101,    201-204,    206, 
210,  212,  214,  220;  conditions  at.  .1.36, 

425,  445,  440.  4,50,  4.51,  405:  supplies 
for.  471  :  fidelity  of  Indians,  465,  400; 
leased.  435,  450 ;  contract  for  lease. 
451-455.  La  Polnte,  see  Chequame- 
pon.  La  Kelne.  418.  424.  427.  Le 
Rnpuf,  bullta  .315.  Miami,  xii.  120. 
140.  424.  450.  482,  501  :  route  to,  132; 
commandants,  29,  112,  130,  101.  172, 
170.  211,  213,  322.  333.  428,  433,  487; 
grarrlson,  1.31.  132:  supplies  for,  471: 
De  Noyelles  visits.  257  :  small  pox  at. 
181;  leased.  444;  revolt  at.  xvli,  4S4. 
487,  505:  sketch,  131.  Michlpicoton, 
leased,  434.  450,  502.  .504  :  supplies 
for.  471.  Xeressity.  113.  Niagara, 
132,  321,  322.  470,  48.3,  486;  ex- 
ploited,   443 :     stores    at,     355,     443 : 


scarcity  of  goods,  449 ;  trade,  145 ; 
commandants,  166,  207.  327,  387,  390» 
432,  468,  474,  475,  482;  garrison* 
451;  conditions.  467,  472.  483.  Nip- 
Igon  (Aleplnlgon),  246,  247;  supplies- 
for,  471 ;  leased,  445,  502.  664 ;  com- 
mandant, 432 ;  Indians,  42o.  Ouar 
bache,  see  Vincennes.  Ouiatanon,  xll, 
xlv,  100,  102,  181,  132,  146,  161.  221, 
336,  370,  424,  456,  601 ;  route  to,  182 ; 
commandants,  179,  211.  223.  428,. 
432,  483.  490;  salary,  410;  aid  from, 
114 ;  small  pox  at,  181 ;  Dei  Noyellei, 
225,  231,  257;  licenses  for  desired, 
381,  410;  leased,  435,  451;  supplies 
for,  471 ;  sketch,  131.  Pepin,  see 
Beauharnois.  Pontchartrain,  at  De- 
troit, 214  (see  also  Fort  Detroit). 
Rosalie,  massacre  at,  122,  220.  Boa- 
llle  (Toronto),  abandoned.  321.  St. 
Charles,  founded  by  La  V6rendrye,  262. 
St.  Fr6d6rlc  (Crown  Point),  207; 
commandants,  25,  259,  332.  432;  gar- 
rison, 451 ;  rendezvous.  456.  St.  Jo- 
aeph,  xll,  3,  6,  7.  35,  60.  66,  69.  100, 
128.  130,  163,  172,  183,  242.  445.  501; 
location,  501 ;  expedition  from,  xlv, 
322;  commandmants,  232,  242.  260,^ 
315,  337,  362,  433,  459,  461,  490; 
salary,  410 ;  missionary,  102 ;  supplies- 
for,  471 ;  traders  at,  363 ;  reports 
from,  405,  483,  504 ;  leased,  451 ;  In- 
dians of,  63,  101,  111,  149,  174,  249, 
251,  203,  304,  459,  501,  507;  Foxes 
visit,  60,  70.  168,  181  ;  Sauk  visit, 
218,  219,  222,  223,  233,  257,  250, 
200  (see  also  River  St.  .Joseph).  St. 
Pierre  (Tekamamiouen,  Rainy  Lake), 
founded,  247 ;  La  V^rendrye  at,  427 ; 
Indians  of,  420.  Tekamamiouen,  see 
St.  IMerre.  Temiscamlngue.  63 ; 
leased.  4.34,  502,  504.  Tlconderoga, 
250.  Vincennes  (Ouabache).  xll,  424. 
494,  501  ;  founded,  29 ;  commandants, 
20,  147.  410.  428;  supplies  for,  471; 
expedition  from,  259 :  attack  near, 
.3.30.  Wayne,  built.  131.  William 
Henry,  315,  332.  509.    See  also  Posts. 

roster  and  Whitney,  Report  on  Copper 
Rvfjions  of  Lake  Superior,  252,  307. 

"Fourbe,"   vessel,   300. 

Fouvllle  (Fonullle).  — ,  lieutenant,  71; 
commandant  at  St.    Frt'd^^ric,   432. 

Fox,  as  Indian  totem.  248,  249. 

Fox  Indians,  habitat,  23,  28.  32.  336; 
numbers,  xiv.  23.  149,  150.  152-154. 
167,  168,  172,  182,  249,  256;  parties 
.imonc,  28;  villapes  described,  22-24; 
resume  of  relations,  xii-xv,  1-7,   109; 
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feared  by  French,  42;  allies,  8,  117, 
119,  128,  191-200,  339 ;  war  upon,  de- 
termined, xlll,  21,  22,  28,  50,  60,  64 ; 
«xpedltlon  of  1828.  xlll,  23-36,  61,  62, 
64,  143,  160;  expenses  of,  63-70; 
refugees,  37,  38,  41,  42;  ylslt  Klck- 
apoo,  43,  45,  68 ;  demand  French  cap- 
tives, 44-47,  60,  83;  kill  Klckapoo, 
47-49,  60,  85;  attacked  by  Klck*poo; 
62-58,  59-62,  86;  attack  French  In- 
dians, 63.  68,  70,  818;  return  to  vil- 
lages, 64 ;  sue  for  peace,  xlv,  9,  65-70, 
79 ;  harassed  by  neighbors,  xlll,  68, 
70,  80-^2,  87,  88;  besiege  Winnebago 
(1730),  xlv,  90-100;  battle  In  Illinois 
(1780),  xlv,  100-102,  110-120,  129, 
130,  139-141,  168;  attempt  to  escape 
to  Iroquois,  xlv,  110,  113,  114,  117, 
889;  In  extremity,  108,  145;  chiefs 
visit  Montreal,  xvl,  139,  155,  182,  184, 
899;  harassed  by  Illinois.  142,  148, 
170 ;  defeated  by  mission  Iroquois 
(1732),  148-154,  161,  167,  168.  170, 
172;  beg  for  mercy,  168,  182,  201, 
380;  besieged  at  X<ake  Maramech 
•(1738),  173.  174;  truce  with  Huron, 
181 ;  war  supposed  ended,  186 ;  affray 
at  La  Baye.  Vllllers  killed  (1783), 
XV,  188-191,  201-204,  206.  207,  254, 
265;  retreat  beyond  Mississippi,  xv; 
no  asylum  for,  219,  232.  249,  258; 
«8k  Incorporation  with  other  tribes, 
258;  kill  Frenchmen.  317-320,  330; 
make  false  reports,  323 ;  war  with 
Illinois.  336.  338,  362,  365.  366,  398. 
399,  405;  Winnebago  abandon.  364. 
383;  restored  to  favor.  385.  404-406; 
affair  with  Menominee.  401.  405.  406, 
408,  425 ;  with  Ottawa  and  Chippewa. 
417,  422,  426  (for  history  after  1733, 
see  Sauk  and  Foxes)  ;  character  of, 
121 ;  unused  to  snow-shoes,  153 ; 
French  policy  toward,  xlil,  161.  177, 
182,  183,  185,  189.  255.  256,  258, 
260,  275.  3S8,  339  (see  also  Beauhar- 
nols,  policy  toward)  ;  attacks  on,  In- 
cited, 161-164,  168,  382;  defeats 
please  French  king,  154,  155,  168, 
177.   184. 

Fox-Wlsconsin  trade  route,  xv.  64.  79 ; 
portage,  11,  14.  57.  136 ;  described. 
24,  25;  skirmish  near.  323. 

Franquelln.  Jean  Baptlste.  cartographer, 
173.  185. 

Fransur  de  Vlller,  — ,   lieutenant,   71. 

Frog,  as  Indian  totem,  249,  251. 

Froldpied.     See  Coldfeet. 


Frontenac,  Louis  de  Buade,  comte  de, 
321. 

Fur- trade,  xl,  xU ;  companies  for,  xlll, 
10-15,  68,  135-139,  144.  155,  169,  316, 
451-455;  ordinances  for,  214,  216, 
233;  receipts  and  prices  230-233; 
valuable,  265;  falling  off,  298,  299, 
471,  472;  coureurs  des  bols  Injure, 
473;  Illicit,  275,  415;  at  Detroit,  499; 
In  Illinois,  494,  498,  513-515 ;  at  Hud- 
son Bay,  246;  at  Oswego,  443,  608. 
See  also  Coureurs  des  bols,  Bngllsh, 
Licenses,  and  Posts. 

Gababbt,  — ,  French  admiral,  299,  301. 

Galena  (111.),  lead  mines,  433. 

Cannes,   — ,   chevalier  de,   at   St.   FrM- 

«ric,  432. 
Cannes,  — ,  sleur  de.  at  Niagara,  432. 
Oarneau,  Frangols  X.,  Histoire  de  Camr 

ada,  300. 
Carrau,   Jean,     member   of    Sioux   com- 
pany, 14,  15. 
Gasp^,  Ignace  Aubert  dit  de,  at  Macki- 
nac. 432. 
Gatlneau,  — ,  killed,  362. 
Gatlneau,      Jean      Baptlste      Duplessif, 

leases  post,  434.  450. 
Gaultler.  Marie  Ren^.  66. 
Cayarr^.  Charles.  History  of  LouMana, 

428. 
Glgner.  — .  at  Fort  Beauharnols,  69. 
Clgul^res,  — ,  In  Sioux  trade,  135.  188, 

139. 
Olrone,  — ,  captured,  300. 
Gist.  Christopher,  at  Plckawlllany.  482; 

Journals,  286. 
Godefroy.     See  Llnctot. 
Godevllle,  — .   French  sea  captain,  804. 
Goguct,   Denis,   merchant,   434. 
Gonlncourt.     See  Sacquep4e. ' 
Connor,    Nicolas,    missionary    to    Slonz, 

15 :  returns,  30 ;  sent  to  Detroit,  441 ; 

sketch,   15. 
Goyagouln.     See  Cayuga. 
Grand  Portage,  from  Lake  Superior,  247, 

426. 
Grand  Terre,  Huron   to  settle  at,  431 ; 

location.  440. 
Grandval.  — ,  sleur  de.  lieutenant.  71. 
Grapes,  Sioux  make  wine  from,  27. 
Grassln.    — ,    director    of    French    mint, 

233,   234. 
Gravler,    Jacques,    Mississippi    traveller, 

419. 
Great  Calumet,  portage  of.  422. 
Great     village,     Iroquois     headquarter!, 

488. 
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Oreen  Bay   (Wlieoniln  citf),   188,   189, 

8e«  also  Fort  Lb   BBfC. 
GretiTiiie  CbdhI.  812. 
OilcnoD,   AucuiMd.    RecolleMont,    190. 


QalcDDC   ( Prance].   409. 

Oalgnaa,  Mlcb»1.  mtsiionar;  to  Sioux, 
IS,  344 :  description  of  Toyage,  22- 
S8 :  narn^  of  diuiger,  33 ;  leaTcs 
poet,  37;  captnred,  38-10,  68,  BO,  82, 
110.  206;  awUts  at  council;  43.  54: 
plot  to  auawlnate.  44-40 ;  leltera 
from,  49,  SO,  01,  258 ;  escapei.  54,  SS ; 
returm  to  Sloui  post,  244;  garden, 
£71 ;  councLl  with,  273 ;  anilety  re- 
garding. 273,   274  ;    sketch.    IB, 

Galllory.  ^.  sfeur,  conducts  mining  ei- 
perta.   290,    201. 

OayoD.  Marie  Joiette,  31B, 


Hamlin,  Marie  C.  W„  Legend,  of  Lt 
Detroit,  241. 

Banpabire   County    (Va.),   322. 

Hare,  aa  Indian  tolem.  240. 

Haverhill  (Maas.l.  French  attack  on   10 

Havre  de  Orace,  Prencb  port,  30S. ' 

Hennepin,  Loula,  companion  at,  IS. 

Henry,  Alexander,  Travelt  ana  Adven- 
tHrd,   03.  252. 

Berbln,  ^.  Bleur  <ie.  lleiitenani,  71  ;  at 
St,    Frederic,    432. 

Herbin,  — .  Junior,  ensign,  71;  lieuten- 
ant  (It   Fort   Chambly,    432. 

Hertel.      See    L«   Fresnitre, 

Hind,   as    Indian    (otem.   250,    251. 

Hocqiiart.  Gtlles,  intendant  of  New 
?.  offlcini   reports.  70.  80,  82.  87, 


100,  1 


:.  jar 


130,   1 


107,  1S7.  lOJ.  21;i,  21,1,  230, 
240.  242.  244.  253.  255.  267,  238.  423, 
445,  451.  472.  478 ;  arrlyal.  58 :  ship- 
wrecked, on  :  recalled.  40^  :  orders  of, 
75.  79,  158.  2ni  ;  letters  to,  131,  145, 
177,  ISO,  20],  263:  suppliea  posts. 
133.  203.  470:  informntlou  from.  154, 
103,  170,  170.  310,  440:  oplnlona  of, 
157.  100.  411.  418.  440.  500,  504: 
asked  for  minluc  expert.  2.14 :  ap- 
points officers.   241.  .150,  441;  reports 

.tOS:  oUJeeifl  to  concession,  327:  wit- 
nesses   document.    452 :    leases    posts. 


433,      4: 


ordlQ 


214 


portrait,  fronllsplec 
Holmes,  — ,  ensign,  massacred.  131. 
HoushtOB   Toiinty    IMIch.l,  252. 
Badaoa'a  Bay   Fur   Company.  'VSft. 


30O. 


RIvBu,    Frencb    sea   captain. 


(Wyandot)  ladiaas,  30,  102.  178, 
IBS.  208,  211,  364,  300,  4«7,  490; 
habitat,  63.  64,  122,  124,  151.  248; 
numbers.  251;  language.  45S:  attack 
Foxes,  148-154,  101,  187,  168,  170- 
174,  177,  216 ;  truce  with,  181 :  hoatlla 
to  Chickasaw,  161,  162,  170,  278,  MT, 
353,    371,    4ie,    428,    438,    470, 


with  Miami.  64.  05 ;  with  tktea 
Flats,  65,  281,  331,  339:  accompany 
De  Noyelles,  231,  2S6 ;  ahandou,  220, 
222,  231,  232,  257:  fear  Delgbbora, 
ivil,  2SB,  287-280,  820-320,  3S1, 
333,  339,  341,  344,  S77,  370;  addrcH 
mlisloD  Indians,  270 ;  desire  to  mi- 
grate, 270-288,  327-320,  331-334,  340. 
345,  350 :  averse  to,  353,  358,  S69- 
371,  377-380:  menagea  to,  34»-34S, 
347,  416:  speech  to,  377-480;  band 
at  Bandusky,  331,  378,  440 ;  at  QranA 
Terre.  431,  440:  Influenced  by  ml«- 
Blonary,  413,  414,  431;  Intrlsue  witb 
English,  ITII.  280,  350,  414,  446,  447, 
403,  46Q:  with  Illinois,  428.  429:  In- 
cited against  English,  441 ;  raid  Caro- 
lina. 448:  rerolt  of,  at  Detroit,  xrll, 
458-462,  474,  479-483,  487.  490,  491, 
500.  507  ;  chiefs  at  Montreal,  63,  377 ; 
death  of.  400,  485:  sketch,  65, 
luroD  of  Lorette.  174.  210,  340.  349, 
350.  420;  on  war-path,  218,  228,  232, 
320.  460,  401 ;  at  Detroit,  490. 


iHKJiviLLr.  rierrc  Ic  Moj-ne.  sleur  d'.  la 
Hudson  Bay.  300 :  Newfoundland, 
160:  explores  Mississippi.  301  :  founds 
Louisiana.  10.  ISO,  435;  sister,  136; 
nephew,  73. 

Illinois  country,  xrli.  330.  373,  483.  499, 
501:  distances,  58.  57.  513.  516; 
mines  In,  403.  494  :  foundotlon  of  aet- 
llement,  612  :  tort  In,  ill,  illl.  IS,  110, 
101  isee  also  Fort  Cbarlres)  ;  mlsslon- 
nrles,  255:  Frencb  settlers,  55.  100, 
110.  3.11.  405.  50n.  516  ;  commerce,  66, 
404.  408,  513-515.  517.  518:  exports, 
514:  commandants.  2.  3,  5.  IS,  110. 
1T9.  213,  405,  428,  470.  487,  500,  501, 
516 ;  gnrrlson.  614-517 ;  reinforce- 
ments for,  400.  492 ;  relotorces  De- 
troit. 406  ;  reports  from.  487-489  :  de- 
fenseless. 488,  489.  497:  tmportane* 
of,  4n.H98:  De  Noyelles  psssea.  '22S. 
228  :  refugees  seek.  37  :  Chickasaw  ex- 
pedition from.  259,  316 ;  French  killed 
^     \ii,  %\~-%'^C).  330  ;  EhKilsh  arrested  In, 
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428 ;  negro  escapes  from,  ^dB ;  retro- 
ceded  to  king,  146 ;  should  belong  to 
Canada,  146,  147,  157,  406,  497;  re- 
tained by  Louisiana,  zvii,  179,  186, 
512,  517,  518 ;  documents  concerning, 
zlx.     See  also  Kaskaskia,  Cahokia. 

Illinois  Historical  Society,  129. 

Illinois  Indians,  ISl,  186,  243 ;  numbers, 
55,  250,  251 ;  tribes  of,  55,  250,  261 ; 
language,  48,  223;  women  marry 
Frenchmen,  55 ;  war  with  Foxes,  ziv, 
XV,  2,  4,  5,  8,  9,  1.,  53,  100-102.  110- 
120,  122,  142,  148,  153,  155,  170,  174, 
318,  838,  362,  363,  398,  405;  peace, 
363;  war  with  Kickapoo,  39,  40,  48; 
peace,,  48-52,  64,  56,  60,  62,  86;  war 
with  Sioux,  336;  with  southern  In- 
dians, 157,  179,  181 ;  attack  Wiscon- 
sin Indians,  183,  184 ;  friendly  to 
Sauk,  260;  captive  rescued,  18,  19; 
returned,  54 ;  prisoner  made,  228 ; 
chant  war  song,  51 ;  desert  from 
army,  112  ;  embassy  to.  223  ;  visit  Mon- 
treal, 6,  146,.  169 ;  speeches,  169,  170 ; 
should  belong  to  Canada.  146,  157 ; 
conspire  against  French,  428,  430,  438, 
487-489,  507 ;  loyal,  458 :  at  New  Or- 
leans, 489.  See  also  Cahokia,  Kas- 
kaskia, Mitchigami,  and  Peoria  Indi- 
ans. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Puhlioations, 
131,  419. 

Indians:  census,  245-252;  physical  char- 
acteristics,* 23,  28,  56 ;  diseases,  small 
pox,  172,  173  ;  food,  56 ;  habitations, 
23,  27 ;  material  of,  99 ;  sweating 
lodges,  44 ;  occupations,  hunting,  xi, 
78 ;  agriculture,  xi,  80 ;  mental  charac- 
teristics, 197, 198 ;  ungrateful,  19  ;  fic- 
kle, 215,  216;  superstitious,  27,  56, 
105 ;  thieving,  56 ;  Jealous,  56 ;  treach- 
erous, 121,  201 ;  intelligent,  27,  28 ; 
generous,  56;  hospitable,  49,  57,  88; 
religious  beliefs,  in  charms,  153,  154 ; 
c»lumet  dance,  195-200,  481 ;  medicine 
men,  56;  social  customs,  totemlsm, 
244-252  ;  marriage,  57,  252  ;  polygamy, 
57 ;  influence  of  women,  354 ;  slavery, 
42,  49,  65,  89 ;  feasts,  49,  66 ;  picture- 
writing,  192-194 ;  warfare,  character 
of,  215 ;  war-chants,  61 ;  peace,  wam- 
pum (porcelain),  43,  422;  calumets, 
23,  24,  43,  46,  49,  60,  58,  54,  88,  170, 
195,  381,  382,  389,  392,  396,  401,  403 ; 
dependence  upon  French,  xi,  xli,  862 ; 
ceremonies  for  removal,  341 ;  effect 
of  missions  on,  197,  198;  presents  to 


officers,  42,  49,  89;  from  officers,  43;, 
55,  61,  82-86,  163,  405,  406,  491,  492; 
expense  for,  406,  430;  medals  for 
chiefs,  159,  171,  180,  187,  202,  221, 
389,   390,  392,  393,  396,  406. 

Iowa  (state),  38. 

low*  (Ayouets)  Indians,  xv;  habitat 
and  numbers,  248;  allies  of  Foxes,  6, 
38 ;  refuse  refuge  to  Foxes,  53,  60,  68, 
206,  218 ;  sketch,  60. 

Iron  Banks,  French  killed  at,  419. 

Iroquois  Indians,  292;  tribes  of,  260; 
chief  village  of,  488;  allies  of  Eng- 
lish, 110,  156,  380,  458;  hostile  to 
French,  63,  178,  274,  463.  474,  487, 
506;  allies  of  Foxes,  xili,  xiv,  3,  6,  7, 
9,  102,  110,  122,  330,  339;  of  Huron, 
280,  281,  285,  459;  of  Chippewa,  806; 
seduce  Shawnee,  243 ;  Ottawa  attack, 
389;  f*vor  French,  420;  at  Montreal, 
64,  334,  337,  338,  420,  476,  510 ;  mes- 
sage to,  347 ;  speech  to,  409 ;  visit  Sill- 
pician  mission,  371;  awed  by  French 
convoy,  508 ;  adopt  Longuenil,  10 ; 
Joncaire,  118 ;  small -pox  among,  172- 
175.  See  also  Cayuga,  Mohawk,  Onon- 
daga, and  Seneca. 

Iroquois  mission  Indians,  30,  122,  12S, 
279,  288,  320,  332,  344,  439 ;  warlike, 
215 ;  attack  Foxes,  148-154,  101,  167, 
168.  170-172,  174,  177,  215-229;  ac- 
company De  Noyelles,  2^4-229,  281- 
233,  256 ;  abandon,  222,  225,  257 ;  mis- 
conduct, 220;  attack  Chickasaw,  220, 
335.  336.  428 ;  peace  with.  335 ;  Inter- 
preter from,  355.  428.  See  also  Lake 
of  Two  Mountains  and  Sault  St.  Louis. 

Islands :  Bols  Blanc,  450 ;  villages  on, 
468,  480,  481.  Cape  Breton,  see  lala 
Royale.  Cherry,  286.  Chibaoenanl, 
see  La  Cloche.  Doty,  Indian  village 
on,  90,  398.  Jesus.  327.  La  Cloche, 
attack  at,  462,  484.  508.  Mackinac, 
462.  Manitoulin,  245,  251,  462.  Man- 
itouatim.  see  Manitoulin.  Martinique, 
210,  474.  Prince  Edward*s,  see  Isle 
St.  Jean.  San  Domingo,  147,  474, 
500. 

Isle  aux  Noix,  259.  Grosse  (Detroit 
river),  Huron  to  migrate  to,  286,  287, 
412-414,  431;  French  to  settle,  415, 
329,  350,  355,  371,  380;  undesirable, 
431.  Qrosse  (near  Mackinac),  462; 
Indians  at,  463 ;  French  killed  at,  608. 
Perrot.  commandant  at,  882.  Royale 
(in  St.  Lawrence  Bay),  80,  142,  167; 
route  via,  191,  216,  285;  colony,  80S, 
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ISLBs  (continued) — 

476;  map,  803;  governor,  804.  Eoy- 
ale  (Lake  Superior),  copper  in,  810. 
St.  Jean,  colony,  804. 

Jambs   II    (England),   goes   to   Ireland, 

299;  army  of,  484. 
Jaret,  Miami  chief,  485. 
Jarret     See  Verchdres. 
J*unay,    Pierre    du,    Jesuit    missionary, 

278,  870,  418 ;  sketch,  870. 
Jesuits,  Relationt    (Thwaltes  ed.),   262, 

274,    279,   290,    812,   814.        See   also 

Missionaries. 
Joannes,  — ,  sleur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 
Jolliet,  Jean  Baptlste,  186. 
Jolllet,  Joseph,  In  Sioux  trade,  186,  188. 
Jolliet,  Louis,  explorer,  136,  419 ;  daugh- 
ter, 486. 
Joncaire,    Philippe    Thomas,    sleur    de 

Chabert,     lieutenant,    71,     226,    245; 

among  Iroquois,   118,  119,   884,  420; 

among    Sh*wnee,    156,  178,  210,  211, 

242,  243,  260;  report    of,  467,    491; 

sketch,  118. 
Joncaire,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 
Jones  County  (Iowa),  88. 
Jones,  Father  Arthur  Edward,  Aulneau 

Collection,  268,  270,  278 ;  map  of  Kas- 

kaskla  settlements,  428. 
JumonTlIle,    Joseph    Coulon   de   Vllllers, 

sleur  de,  211. 


Kahokia.     Sec  Cahokla. 
.  Kakalln,   Little   (Petit  Cacalin),   In  Fox 
River,  188,  190,  202. 

Kansa  Indians,  attack  Foxes,  218,  229. 

Kanseko^,  Fox  chlof,  43-45. 

Kaskaskin,  settlement  In  Illinois,  18,  55, 
270.  487,  489,  size  495,  sketch,  49; 
map  of  district,  428. 

E^askaskia  Indians,  19,  249 ;  habitat  and 
numbers,  251. 

Kaukauna  (Wis.),  93. 

Eeklonga.  Miami  village,  185. 

Kellogg,  Louise  Phelps,  editorial  assist- 
ant, xix ;  index  by,  519. 

Kendall  County  (111.).  129,  173. 

Kentucky,  Indians  of,  64. 

Kerl^rec,  Louis  Billouart  de,  governor  of 
Louisiana,  512. 

Kiala,  Fox  chief,  182;  fate,  210;  wife 
escapes,  210. 

KlckApoo  Indians,  149 ;  numbers,  55, 
249 ;  habitat,  38,  222,  382,  885 ;  allies 
ot  Foxes,  2,  6.  8,  42,  Sft,  109,  249; 


capture  French,  88,  89,  58.  59,  82,  83, 
109;  revile  missionary,  39,  40;  delib- 
erate on  fate  of  French,  40-48;  break 
Fox  alliance,  46-48,  58,  85,  110,  168; 
peace  with  IllinoU,  49-52,  54,  55,  60, 
62-70,  109,  170;  atUck  Foxes,  52-55, 
59-63,    100-102  ;    110-120  ;  Incited  by 
De    Noyelles,    222,     223,    257;    false 
guides,  224,  226;  Iroquois  ill-treated, 
229 ;  at  Montreal,  380 ;  speech  and  re- 
ply,   382,    885,    886;    incited    against 
Chickasaw,  387 ;  presents  for,  895 ;  to 
avoid  Oswego,  386,  409. 

Kiliou,  as  Indian  totem,  248. 

Klliskouakl.     See  Elskapocke. 

Kingston,  French  fort  at,  321. 

Kinousakls  (Oulnousak),  Ottawa  chief, 
speech,  387,  388 ;  reply,  391 ;  attach- 
ment to  French,  389,  391,  468,  480, 
491 ;  sketch,  887. 

Klouanan.    See  Keweenaw  Point. 

KUkakon.  Ottawa  clan,  245,  251,  263, 
275,  351,  872,  374. 

Klskapocke  (Klliskouakl),  Shawnee  tribe, 
265. 

Koquois,  French  Indian,  467. 

Kouatkougy,  Potawatoml  chief,  dies,  365. 

Koutaouen,  an  Ottawa,  890,  893. 


La  Babiche.  Peoria  chief,  363. 
Lac  de  la  Pluie,  see  Rainy  Lake. 
Lac  des  Bois.     See  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
La  Chassalgne,  Jean  BoulIIet.  sleur  de, 

135.  138.  339;  sketch,  135. 
La  Chasse.   Pierre,  Jesuit  superior,   8. 
Lachlne,  257 ;  commandant  at.   135. 
LacoIIe.  Monsonl  chief,  418,  421,  425. 
I^a  Corne  DubreuII,   Frangols  Josu^  de, 

ensign,   71 :   commandant  at   Kamlnis- 

tlqula,   438. 
La  Corne.     See  St.  Luc. 
La   Corne.   Jean   Louis,   sleur  de   Chapt, 

king's  lieutenant  at  Montreal,  11,  14, 

65,  80,  135.  138 ;  sketch.  65. 
La    Corne,    Louis,    sieur   de   Chapt    and 

Terrebonne,      339 ;      commandant      at 

Mackinac.    448,    450.    451,    462,    508; 

leads    Indian    war    parties,    457,    458, 

460,  461.  508 ;  sketch.  448. 
La     Demoiselle     (Old     Briton).     Miami 

chief,  secedes  from  Fort  Miami.  482; 

league    against    French,    488 ;    sketch, 

482. 
Lafayette  (Ind.).  French  post  near.  181, 

370. 
La  Forche.  Ottawa  chief.  372,  374. 
I«aforest.  Huron  chief,  148. 
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La  Fresni^re,  Jacques  Hertel,  sieur  de, 
letter  from,  30,  31 ;  lieutenant,  71. 

'*La  Frlponne,"  yessel,  490. 

La  Oalette,  at  outlet  of  Lake  Ontario, 
813. 

L»  Gall8sonl6re,  Michel  RoUand  Barln, 
comte  de,  governor  of  Canada,  470, 
471,  482,  490,  491,  502 ;  ability,  xvlll ; 
official  reports,  472,  473,  474,  478, 
492,  498,  499,  501,  504,  512;  policy 
toward  Indians,  510 ;  sketch,  470. 

La  Gaucbetl6re,  — ,  sleur  de,  captain,  71. 

La  Qorgendlfrre,  Joseph  de  Fleury,  sleur 
de,  leases  La  Baye.  485.  450. 

Lahontan,  Louis  Armand  d*Arce,  baron 
de,  224. 

La  Jemerais,  Chrlstophe  Dufros,  sleur 
de,  returns  to  Montreal,  d5-70 ;  sketch, 
66. 

Lake  County  (III.),  173. 

liake  of  Two  Mountains,  mission  village, 
148,  167,  172,  225,  226,  279,  282,  286, 
311,  413:  small  pox  at,  175;  Indians 
of,  328,  340,  349,  378,  420,  467,  508; 
adopt  Frenchman,  334 ;  embassy  to 
Huron,  342,  350.  378;  accompnny 
Beauharnols,  346-348,  379;  wandering 
Indians  join.  413-417. 

Lakes :  Champlaln.  166,  432,  489.  Erie, 
132,  141,  459,  476,  481 ;  needs  vessel, 
107 ;  lacks  harbors,  313 ;  Indians  near, 
250,  251,  287.  George,  battle  of,  166. 
Huron,  142,  200,  245,  313,  352,  476; 
barks  on,  166,  map  of,  170;  Indians 
near.  81,  125,  251;  murders  In,  469. 
Little,  see  Sandusky  Bay.  Little  Butte 
des  Morts,  90,  398.  Manitoba,  French 
post  on,  471.  Maramech  (Marameg). 
Fox  fort  on,  129,  173,  174.  Michigan, 
129 ;  expedition  on,  22 ;  affluents  of, 
276 ;  portage  from,  322 ;  Indians  near, 
248-250.  Nlpigon,  246.  Nlplsslng,  63, 
81.  209;  portage  to,  315.  Ontario, 
xlll.  251,  476,  487;  vessel  wrecked  on. 
321 ;  portage  to,  313 :  route  via.  347. 
Oulnipigon.  see  Winnipeg.  Pepin,  de- 
scribed, 25;  fort  on,  xlll,  25.  26,  57, 
58,  67,  77.  Platakee  (Ill.>.  173. 
Rainy,  post  on,  247,  418,  427.  St. 
Clair,  141,  142,  170,  251,  Sl3.  St. 
Peter,  210.  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  176. 
Slmcoe.  313.  Superior,  xv,  route  via, 
xvl.  64;  navigation  difficult.  165;  ves- 
sels on,  166,  176,  237,  310,  811.  313; 
Indians  near,  246-248.  250.  271 ;  cop- 
per mines  near,  xvl.  86.  87,  f05.  106, 
165-167,   23.V237,   252-254.   305.   312; 


copper  on  bottom,  239;  copper  island 
In,  162,  262,  290,  810 ;  river  rises  near, 
103,  104;  posts  near,  16,  108,  246, 
262,  469,  501,  508.  Winnebago,  cam- 
paign near,  xlv.  Winnipeg,  xv,  104, 
247,  248.  Of  the  Woods,  Indiana* 
247 ;  massacre  on,  262,  268 ;  fort  on, 
424,  427. 

La  Lanue,  — ,  sleur,  leases  Fort  Nlpigon, 
445. 

La  Mare.     8ee  Varln. 

"La  Marguerite,"  vessel,  107. 

Lamarque  and  Company,  424. 

La  Marque.     See  Montlgny. 

La  Martlul^re,  Claude  Antolne  de  Her- 
man, sleur  de,  ensign,  71;  command- 
ant at  La  Baye,  276 ;  sketch,  276. 

Lamech,  Louis,  Illinois  Indian,  117. 

La  Morendldre,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Lamothe   (Lamotte).     See  Cadillac. 

La  Naudldre.     See  La  Parade. 

Lancaster  (Pa.),  treaty  at,  506. 

Langlade,  Augustln  Mouet,  sleur  de,  In  • 
Sioux  trade,  135,  188. 

Langlade,   Charles,  first  settler  of  Wla-  • 
consln,    270;   captures    Plckawlllany, 
488;   Langlade  family,  tradition,   xlv. 
See  also  Grlgnon. 

I^ngy.  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

La  Noue,  Zacherle  Robertel,  sieur  de, 
captain,  71 ;  at  Kaminlstlquia,  16,  426 ; 
disliked  by  Foxes.  16;  news  of,  84; 
son,  01  :  opinion,  339 ;  sketch,  16. 

Lanouette,  Antolne  Rlvard  dit,  136,  188. 

La  IVrade,  Charles  Francois  Xavler  Ta- 
rieu,  sieur  de  (de  la  Naudlftre),  en- 
sign, 71 ;  accompanies  £>e  Noyelles, 
223,  226;  commandant  among  Miami, 
333,  354;  at  Oulatanon,  483,  490; 
leads  expedition  to  Walmsh,  506,  608; 
sketch.  22.3. 

La  Parade,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

La  Perrldre,  Francois  Clement  Boucher, 
sleur  de.  commandant  at  Oulatanon, 
433 :  at  St.  Joseph,  483 ;  sketch,  438.   • 

La  Perrlfrre.  Ren6  Boucher,  sieur  de, 
captain.  71 ;  sent  to  Fort  Beauhar- 
nols, 16,  17,  77,  78:  returns,  15,  80; 
letter  from,  30.  31;  sister,  103,  son, 
433 ;  sketch,  16. 

La  Plante.  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

La  Polnte.     See  Chequamegon.        • 

La  Porte.     See  Louvlgny. 

La     Presentation,    mission    at    Ogdens-  • 
burg  (N.  Y.).  371. 

I/Arbre  Croche.  near  Mackinac,  852, 
.•^60;  Ottawa  at,  372,  374,  419. 
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L'Argenterie,  — ,  sleur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

La  Richardie,  Armand  de,  missionary  at 
Detroit,  101 ;  Indian  name  of,  340 ; 
letters  of,  27»-281,  284-288.  828-333, 
889-341,  344,  348,  370,  371,  412,  431 ; 
letters  to.  348-350,  377;  relations  to 
Huron,  281,  355 ;  accompanies  Beau- 
hamois,  370,  412 ;  opposes  governor, 
413,  414,  solicited  by  English,  414; 
return  desired,  461  ;  goes  back  to  De- 
troit, 460,  481,  487.  401;  illness  of, 
441.  characterised,  355,  441 ;  col- 
league, 459;  sketch,  102. 

"La  Roche,'*  copper  mass,  290. 

L»  Rochelle,  French  port.  120. 

La  Ronde,  Louis  Denys,  sleur  de,  cap- 
tain, 71 ;.  details  services,  xvi,  299-306. 
308 ;  prisoner,  300,  301 ;  in  Louisiana. 
301 ;  wounded,  301 ;  mission  to  Bos- 
ton^ 20,  303-305;  to  Acadia,  303, 
304  :  in  France.  304 ;  at  Isle  St.  Jean, 
304 ;  commandant  at  Chequamegon, 
XV,  20,  165-167,  305;  in  disfavor.  20; 
discovers  copper  mines,  305,  309-315 ; 
plans  to  exploit,  xvi,  166,  167.  234- 
240,  252-254,  290,  291,  308.;  approved. 
176,  177.  187  ;  builds  vessel,  xvi.  237 ; 
seeks  copper  island.  290,  310 ;  pacifies 
Indians.  277-279,  310;  letters  from, 
234.  235,  202,  277.  278,  290.  306.  308 ; 
returns  to  QiiPbec,  311  ;  children  of. 
800,  X\r) ;  petition,  335 ;  death,  xvi. 

La  Ronde,  Louise  Ohartier  de.  widow  of 
foregolnsr,  leases  Chequamegon,  444, 
477.  478,  498.  409 ;  sketch.  477. 

La  Ronde,  rhlllppe,  son  of  foregoing, 
237.  262.  278.  308-311,  335;  succeeds 
father,  301  ;  commandant  at  Chequa- 
megon, 400,  401,  407,  433 ;  sketch, 
309. 

La  Ronde.  IMerre  Frangols  Paul,  son  of 
foregoing,  309. 

La  Rouvllll^^e.     See  Michel. 

La  Sablonl^re.  — ,  sleur  de,  434. 

La  Salle.  Robert  Cavalier,  sleur  de.  3, 
19 ;  granted  Fort  Frontenac,  321. 

La  SausRftye,  Philippe  Dagneau  Douville, 
sleur  de,  sent  to  Shawnee,  321  ;  in 
shipwreck,  321,  322. 

Laurent,  — ,  sleur  de,  commissary,  73-75. 
106. 

Lauzon,  Pierre  de,  .Tesult  Riiperlor,  349. 
•  Laval    de     Montmorency,     Frangols     de, 
bishop  of  Quebec.  327. 

Laval  Seminary,  lands  of,  327. 

La  Valtcrle.  — ,  sleur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 
See  also  Vincennes. 


La  V^rendrye.  Jean  Baptiste  de  Varennei, 
sleur  de,  ensign.  71 ;  Joins  war-party, 
268;  mASsacred.  261.  262. 

La  V6rendrye,  Pierre  Gaultier  de  Var- 
ennes,  sleur  de,  lieutenant.  71 ;  plans 
discoveries,  xv.  103,  140,  144,  418, 
426 ;  posts  of,  xv,  247,  262,  427.  483, 
456,  471 ;  party  massacred,  261.  262, 
268,  270.  to  be  avenged,  264  ;  debts  of. 
424 ;  reports,  336,  424,  427 ;  super- 
seded. 442;  successors,  112,  166;  final 
voyage,  462 ;  nephew.  66 ;  sketch.  103. 

La  V^rendrye,  Pierre  Gualtier  de  Vat- 
ennes,  sleur  de,  junior,  465 ;  at  Mack- 
inac,  408,  469,  478;  returns  to  Mon- 
treal. 479:  sketch,  465. 

Law,  John,  organizes  companies,  230« 

liawson,   Publius  V.,   OutagamU  at  Jfe-« 
nnaha,  398 ;  Bravest  of  the  Brave,  482. 

Lead  mining  on  Mississippi  River.   433,^ 
514. 

Le  Beau.  — .  voyageur.  287. 

Leborgne.  Paul,  ensign,  489. 
^L'Ecuyer,  — ,  messenger  from  Chequam- 
egon, 361.     See  also  Marin. 

L'Echelle,    Jean,    leases    La    Baye.    452^ 
455. 

Le  Due.  Charles,  in  Sioux  trade,  130» 
138. 

Le  Due,  IMerre,  In  Sioux  trade,  136,  138. 

Le  Due,  Phlllppes.  robbed  by  Indians, 
469. 

Lefebre.     See  Duplessls. 

Le  Feu  Bleu,  Ottawa  chief,  305. 

Lefevre.  — ,  captain  of  vessel,  142. 

Le  Gardeur.  Catherine,  190. 

Le  Gardeur,  Charles.  Canadian  colonist, 
58. 

Le  Gardeur.  — ,  ensign  In  1728,  71. 

Le  Gardeur  family.  35.  See  also  Repen- 
tigny.  St.  Pierre,  and  Tilly. 

Legras,  — .  merchant.  424. 

Legras.  Daniel,  voyageur,  270. 

Legras,  Jean.  Interpreter.  290. 

Le  Grclot,  Winnebago  chief,  272. 

Le  Moyne.  Madeleine,  138. 

I^  Moyne,  Sauk  chief.  258.  259  ;  spokes- 
man, 324,  325. 

Le  Moyne.  See  Bienville,  Iberville,  and 
Longueull. 

1/Entagnac.  — ,  sleur  de,  captain.  71. 

"Le  Rubla."  King's  ship,  424. 

L'Esperance.  half-breed.  311. 

L'Espervnnche,  Frangols  de,  seur  de 
Vlllemure.  71.  211. 

Lea  Soir6c9  Canadienea,  191. 

Le  Sueur.  Jacques  Eustache,  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary, 191-200. 
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Le  Sueur,  Pierre  Charles,  explorer,  212. 
L>e  Sueur,  — ,  junior,  212. 
Lie  Vcrrler,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 
Licaouals,  Fox  chief,  117. 
Licenses  for  trade,  value  of,   128,   293- 
295,  297 :  no  sale  for,  449,  450 ;  issued 
free  of  charge,  470,  471 ;  preferred  to 
leasing  system,  409-412,  502,  504  ;  for 
Illinois,  497,  498. 
Ugnery,  Marchand  de,  ensign,  71 ;  expe- 
dition  of    (1728),   xlli,   2,   28-35,   121, 
160,    166;    at    La   Baye,   2-5,    89;    at 
M«cklnac,  6,  9,   18;  expenses  of,  73- 
76;    letters,   28,   31-35;    warns    Sioux 
post,  33-37 ;  accompanies  De  Noyelles, 
226;  opinion  of,  4,  339;  sketch,  2. 
Llnctot,  Ren6,   Godefroy,  sleur  de,  lieu- 
tenant,    71 ;     commandant    at     Sioux 
post,  138,  139,  151,  168,  169.  178,  207, 
273 ;   winters    at    Trempealeau,    151, 
168;  to  write  history  of  Sioux,  252; 
sketch,  138. 
Llnctot,  junior,  member  of  Sioux  Com 

pany,  135.  138. 
Lindsay,  Crawford,  translator,  xlx,  14 ; 

notes  by,  14,  158,  307,  313. 
Little  Butte  des  Morts,  battle  of,  190. 
Little  Kaukauna  (Wis.).  188. 
Little  Rapid,  near  Niagara,  468. 
Little  Rock  township  (111.),  173. 
Llvaudlfrre.     See  P4an. 
Livre,  French  measure,  125. 
"Loire,"  vessel,  301,  303. 
Long.  John,  Voyages,  469. 
Longueull,  Charles  le  Moyne,  baron  de, 
14,  71.  73.  292,  339,  387.  432;  gover- 
nor of  Canada.   2,  8.   10.   16,   17;  of 
Montreal,  10,  511 ;  en  route  to  France. 
107 ;  commands  Chickasaw  expedition. 
316.  330 ;  sister,  135 ;  sketch.  10. 
Longueull.  Paul  Joseph  le  Moyne.  second 
baron  de.  commandant  at  Detroit,  432. 
440.  444.  448.  458.  459.  461,  468.  474. 
483;   instructions   for.  460.   491,   506, 
507;   reports  from.   483-487,  489-491, 
507,   508;    relieves   Miami,   505;    Illi- 
nois asks  help  of,  489 ;   salary,  444  ; 
rank.  500;  sketch,  432;  portrait,  292. 
Lorette.  mission  at,   15,   174.  279.     For 
Lorette   Indians,    see    Hurons    of   Lo- 
rette. 
Lorlmler.  — .  ensign.  71. 
Lotblnl^re.     See  Chartler. 
« Louis  xlv  (France).  Beauhamols  reputed 

son  of.  7. 
•  Louis  XV  (France),  signs  communication. 
159. 


Loulsburg  (Cape  Breton),  commandant^ 
303.  476 ;  fall  of.  304.  499. 

Louisiana,  xil,  17.  110.  129.  133.  265, 
474.  489.  494.  495;  founders  of,  10, 
180.  435;  governors.  2.  29.  31.  122, 
146.  147,  179.  183.  186.  321.  425.  498, 
512;  Intendants,  147.  157.  213.  821, 
451  ;  retroceded  to  king.  146.  230 ;  Il- 
linois retained  by,  xvll.  179.  186.  321, 
512.  513,  517;  disadvantages  In.  495, 
513;  Indian  troubles.  147.  180.  186, 
212.  220  (see  also  Chickasaw  and 
Natchez)  ;  troops  in.  516 ;  archives, 
xlx. 

Loup  (Mahlcan)  Indians,  sought  bj 
Foxes  as  allies,  xvl.  119;  at  Sandus- 
ky, 459. 

Louvlgny.  Louis  la  Porte,  sleur  de.  4; 
expedition  of.  1.  2.  236 ;  death,  364. 

Louvlgny,  Francois  de  la  Porte,  sleuc 
de,  364. 

Luslgnan,  Paul  Louis  Daaenard,  sleur  de, 
ensign.  71 ;  lieutenant.  433 ;  command- 
ant at  St.  Joseph.  259.  276;  at  La 
Baye.  433.  437.  439 ;  report.  445.  446 ; 
sketch.  259. 

Lynx,  as  Indian  totem.  248. 

McGek.  W.  J.,  Siouan  Indiana,  428. 
Macalester    College    (St.    Paul.    Minn.), 

Contributions,  xvlll.  50.  69.  105.  237 

314,   464. 

Mackinac     (MIssllllmacklnac).    xll,    68 
99.  163.  202.  245.  250,  262.  424.  451,' 
453 ;  location.  22 ;  route  to.  209 ;  route 
via.   13,  262,   336;  expeditions  reach, 
xlll,     22.     31.     236;     outfit     at.     73- 
75.    106.   138;   food   supply,    108;  ad- 
vantages. 134.  242 ;  Indians  at.  30,  68, 
80.  208,  209.  216.  232,  245.  403.  416, 
457;  fiiettlers.  270;  fur-trade.  214;  li- 
censes, 504  ;  coureurs  des  bols.  1.  274- 
276 ;  commandants  at.  6.  9,  34,  68.  75, 
87,   108.  112,  159.  160,  166,  172,   184, 
188,  207,  245,  257,  274,  322,  351,  363, 
864,  367,  373,  432,  448,  453 ;  mission- 
arles  at,  15,  253,  254,  370,  410;  black- 
smiths at.  372-375,  410,  423,  424 ;  con- 
ditions,  132,  444,  448.  449.  467.  460, 
501 ;    Importance    of,   470.   508 ;    Mar- 
In  visits.  363.  425;  embassy  at.   342^ 
378 ;  Ottawa  village  removed.  351-358, 
367-369.  419 ;  Indian  saluted  at,  328  ; 
revolt  at,  xvll,  462-465,  475,  478,  470, 
482,    493,   508-512;    reinforced.    xvM, 
500 ;  fleet  from.  467  ;  sale  at.  159.  160  ; 
attack  on  English   (1768),  370. 
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Mafilqin  (Moliigaii).    Bee  Loop  Indhns. 

Maine,  Indtoiii  ot  102;  Historical  Sod- 
etj  Oolltemm,  456. 

ICAlsoneallaa.    8«e  MMdirta. 

ICaletpliM^  — k  tnalsii,  71. 

Jfollery,  Oarriek,  FMwr€  WHUmg  of 
North  Am^oHemm  Indkm9,  102. 

yamahoCklsigo,  Chippewa  chief,  48^ 

ifandlch^,  Potawatoml  chtet  101. 

JCanhate.    Bee  New  Tork. 

HanltidlM,  nbelUon  In,  276. 

Marameeh.    Bee  Lake  Ifaramef. 

Jiaray,  Loola,  French  officer,  656.  Bee 
alio  ChaoTlffnerle. 

ICarcaalte,  mineral  ore,  806,  607. 

March,  Col.  John,  beslegeB  Port  Boyale, 
802. 

Margane.     Bee  Vlncennee. 

Margrj,  Pierre,  Diconvwie^  ei  4iahUo9e- 
menu  dee  Framtaie,  zrlil,  8,  10, 16,  22, 
28,  77,  186,  247. 

Marin,  Pierre  Paol,  eleur  de,  898,  401, 
425;  In  Slouz  company,  14,  16;  aide 
Winnebago  afalnst  Fosee,  88-100; 
pacifies  Upper  Conntry,  zrl,  816-822. 
826,  880,  886,  404,  407;  commandant 

•  for  Bank  and  Foxes,  S86»  808,  402, 
406,  406,  488;  for  Winnebago^  400; 
Slonz  Tlslt,  806,  807,  420,  488;  Influ- 
ence with  Slooz,  408,  404;  Instmcts 
Menominee,  408;  Indians  accompany 
to  Montreal,  xyI,  824,  820,  861,  862, 
397,  400-402,  420.  421,  486;  speeches 
to,  318-820.  323,  324,  860,  362 ;  letters 
of.  362,  363.  400,  422,  426;  popular 
with  Indians,  398,  422 ;  recall  ordered, 
416;  ability,  xvl.  817,  363,  864,  416, 
421,  422,  440;  illness,  880;  absence, 
366 ;  visits  Mackinac,  863 ;  to  redeem 
captive,  427 ;  requests  leave  of  ab- 
sence, 430 ;  successors  of,  487,  489 ; 
death,  861 ;  sketch,  816. 

Marin,  Joseph,  abilities,  480,  440; 
sketch.  315.     See  also  La  Perrl^re. 

Marin  (Morand).  — ,  half-breed,  315. 

Marmette,  Joseph,  calendars  by,  xvlll. 

•  Marquette.  Father  Jncques.  explorer.  419. 

Martel.  — ,  commissary  (1728),  106. 

Martinean,  Jean  Philippe,  ^it  St.  Onge, 
484. 

Martlueau.  Pierre,  killed  near  Detroit, 
484. 

Masanne.  KIckapoo  vllla;3:e.  222. 

Mascoutin  Indians,  149.  168:  numbers, 
249:  allies  of  Foxes.  2.  6.  58.  109; 
assist  in  capture  of  French,  37.  38.  58, 
56,  109 :  killed  by  Foxes,  47,  60 ;  peace 
with  Illinois,  49-62,  54,  62,  110,  169, 


170;  war  on  Foane,  50-68,  100-1€!2; 
110-120 ;  174 ;  accompany  Oolgnaa,  fM» 
55,  110;  kUled  hj  mistake^  276;  oa 
warpath,  828 ;  settle  among  Onlatanoo, 
886;  Wlnnebaco  refuge  among^  888; 
Incited  against  Chlekamw,  887;  Tbilt 
Montreal,  880;  speech,  882,  888;  re- 
ply, 886;  presents  for,  805;  to  Afold 
Oswego,  886^  400;  history  of,  882. 

Maskontepoels.    Bee  Blooz  of  the  Pralrlei 

Maakootlns  Poflanes.  Bee  Blooz  of  the 
Prairie. 

Mason,  Edward,  CJkaplsra  fros»  IWmeiU 
Bietory,  10. 

Massachnsetts,  wars  on  Abenaki,  806. 

Mangras,  — ,  slenr,  leases  Kamlnlstlgnia, 
444. 

Manrepaa,  Jean  Fr6d6rle  Phelypeanz» 
comte  de,  21,  62,  150,  805,  800. 

Mayomba,  Msseontln  chief,  888. 

Maaltees  de  Malsoncelles,  — ^  stonr  4% 
at  Fort  Fronteuftc  482. 

Meadow  of  Mascontlna,  Indian  settle- 
ment at,  882,  888,  885,  417,  448. 

Meanpon,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  801. 

Mekaga,  Fwl  chief,  810,  820,  406,  408. 

Mcklnac  OtUwa  chief,  264,  486;  honors 
for,  846;  rival,  887;  speech,  880,  880; 
reply,  802;  presents  son,  880;  prom- 
ises fidelity.  400-402 ;  of  donhtfol  loy- 
alty, 468,  401;  sketch,  880. 

M«klssllln,  Pot»watoml  chief,  808,  804. 

Meloise,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

Memldokay,  Potawatoml  chief,  396. 

Memphis  (Tenn.),  French  fort  at,  816. 

M6nard,  — .  interpreter  at  Sioux  fort,  67. 

Menasha  (Wis.),  398,  482. 

Menominee  (Folles  Avolne)  Indiana, 
numbers,  248 ;  fort  among,  88,  80, 
815 ;  allies  of,  403,  408 ;  join  Lignery, 
31,  32;  Villlers,  190,  202;  messengers 
to  Sioux  post,  82-34,  86,  37,  41; 
French  among,  61 ;  war  with  Foxea, 
53.  63.  68.  70.  80,  81,  88-100.  868; 
with  Illinois,  184;  befriend  Sauk  and 
Foxes,  263,  275 ;  kill  Foxes,  309,  401 ; 
offer  restitution,  401,  406-408;  visit 
Montreal.  322.  329,  416,  421 :  speechea, 
325,  326.  334.  396,  401,  402;  invited 
to  migrate,  425 ;  fur-trade  with,  462. 

Mtelskl.     See  Milwaukee. 

Mesalger  (Messager),  Charles  Michel, 
missionary  at  St.  Joseph,   102. 

Mexico,  trade  with,  '494. 

Miami  Indians,  178,  185,  243,  250.  260. 
490;  numbers,  250;  habitat,  66,  114, 
181,  249:  village  sites,  185,  486; 
small-pox  among,   178,  175,   186;  se- 
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MBiloD  of,  ISO ;  return,  211,  24S ; 
cited   agRlDst  Cblekauw,    181,    S 
p<ae«  wltb  Hnron,  SG;  rcgucet  union 
witb   Shawnee.   186;   to   attack   Sauk 
and  Foxes.  213.  ZCT  ;  oo  Chlckauw  < 
pedltlon,  20.  320 ;  Intrlpie  with  Ens- 
llih,  rrll,  29,  131,  133,  4T5,  461-tS4 ; 
treat;  wItb.  BOe:   Inauenced  hj  Nlco- 
I«i.  484.  4SS:  revolt  agalQit  Preoeb. 
nil,  484,  485,  487,  492,  606,  606. 

HIcbel,  Honare,  sleur  <Ie  La  BouTlimre 
et  Vllleboli.  130,  138,  451,  45B,  4S9, 
4SG-4flT  ;  Bketch,  4B1. 

Ulehlgan.  upper  itenlnmla,  862 ;  copper 
mlnei  In,  lOB-lST,  234-240. 

Milwaukee  (M«olakI),  ladUn  Tillage, 
362,  363 :  Sauk  and  Foiei  nt,  404.  487. 

lUnai  (Acadia),  Frencb  Inbabltanta.  803, 
304. 

Mlncbeoklma,  Ottawa  eblet.  8S1. 

Ulnneapolli  (Mlna.),  ilte  of,  36. 

Uluaeaota,  tudlaoB  of,  60;  Btatorteal 
OoIIeotfant,  246. 

UlDot.  Frencb  meaBure.  126. 

UlMllImaklnak.     Bee  Mackinac 

Klaalooarlea,  Indian  appelatlon  for,  zll, 
S9,  46,  60,  284  ;  amoDE  Foxea,  6,  S, 
248 ;  amouK  Sloui,  xlll,  4.  5.  8,  0.  16, 
136,  244,  273,  274;  amaoK  Abenaki. 
191-200:  at  Mackinac.  2S3.  278.  870; 
Detroit,  101.  27ft-2S8.  84B-350,  SCD, 
413,  414.  441.  4ce,  466,  481.  4S7.  491: 
in  Illiiiola,  Gl.  66,  133,  2BS :  at  Bt 
JoKph.  102 :  at  KamlnlitlqDla,  418, 
426  :  Jnult  mperlor.  S.  196  ;  Influence, 
III.  24.  197.  108;  IntrlKue  In  g07tm- 
ment  alTalra,  413,  414,  431:  receive 
blacksmltb'a  wagei.  423 :  dealre  as- 
tronomical Inatrumentii,  9.  10;  massa- 
cre of.  261.  202.  See  also  mission 
colonies  CaQKhnBwaga.  Iiake  of  Two 
Moantalns.  La  Prfeentatloo,  Lorette, 
and  Sault  St.  Louis ;  also  Jesutta  and 
Recollects. 

MlBslssaKua  Indians,  numbers,  246,  261 ; 
babltat.  126.  313,  862:  messaKei  to. 
198.  345-347:  mingle  In  Detroit  dlffl- 
cnltlea,  2T9 ;  at  war  wItb  Bloui,  362 ; 
In  Mackinac  revolt,  462;  conspire 
asalnat  French.  463,  608. 

Hlsslsaippi  Company.  See  Compan;  of 
the  Indies. 

Ulaslaslppl  Conn  try,  Frenchmen  killed 
In.  402.     Bee  alio  Louisiana. 

lUsamirl  Indians,  join  Illinois  agalntt 
Foxes,  115;  enemj  of  Foxes,  218,  229, 
866 ;  post  amonK,  222. 

Ultaaiea,  aa  Indlui  presenta,  84,  8S. 


MItchtsamI,  IIUooIl  tribe,  200. 

Mobile  {Ala.),  Indiana  neur,  1S2;  oflear 
at,  428. 

Uobawk  Unler)  Indians,  i»8,  45T,  482. 

MobegBD.     See  Loup  Indians. 

Molngona  Indiana,  224, 

Monler,  Jean,  leasee  La  Baye,  462,  4BS. 

UonionI  Indians,  numbers  and  habitat, 
246;  to  avenge  French,  264,  268; 
peace  wltb  Bloux,  403;  war  part;  ot 
418,  428,  427. 

Montbrun,  Bentf,  Jean  Boucher,  sleul  it, 
member  ol  BIoui  Companr,  10,  16; 
leaves  post,  37 :  escapes  from  Etek*- 
poo,  44,  08,  09,  eo:  111.  59;  sketch.  IS. 

Montbrun,  Jean  Baptlate  Boucher,  tleoi 
de,  member  of  Sloui  Company,  IB,  IV ; 
escapes  from  KIckapoo,  44,  08,  B9; 
aunt  of,  68 ;  sister,  103 :  sketch,  IS. 

Montbrun,  B4at  Jean  Bonchar,  alenr  tfa, 
10. 

Montcalm.  Ooion  de  St.  V^rao,  Lotila 
Joseph,  margula  de,  T3,  477. 

Uontcaur,  — ,  ensign  de,  71. 

Montlgnr,  Jacquea  Teatard  la  Marqna, 
■leur  de,  c^taln.  71 :  at  Mackinac, 
159.  160.  184;  aketeh,  109. 

Montlgnr.  Jean  Baptlate  Teatard,  alaw 
de.  160. 

Montmeron.     Bee  Sevlgnf. 

MoDtmldf,  — ,  ensign,  Tl. 

Montreal,  54.  122,  286,  31S,  481.  488, 
434.  460,  479,  488 ;  governor*  Of,  10, 
65,  186,  292,  885,  435,  4S1,  45«;  (gc- 
pedltlons  from,  1.  22,  28,  281.  816.  460, 
462.  463  :  company  fanned  at,  14,  ISS- 
140  :  distance  from  Illinois,  66 ;  Indian 
chiefs  visit,  xvl,  a.  40,  62-66.  189,  lU^ 
146.  150,  249,  267,  268,  263,  2TS,  SIB, 
319,  320,  323-326,  329,  384,  848,  861- 
363,  371.  372,  380.  38T,  393,  396,  416, 
420.  426.  tn.  466.  493,  508.  010  :  war- 
parlies,  46T.  468,  468 ;  Mackinac  Beet 
arrives.  467 :  missionaries  at  264, 
371;  Huron  to  migrate  to,  285-28T; 
small-pok  at,  176 :  St  Uarr's  Collet* 
archives,  22,  191. 

Uoose  (Original),  ai  Indian  totem,  248, 

Moras,  Dldace  Houet,  Blear  de,  enalcn, 
71;  In  Stoux  trade,  185,  188. 

Morlals,  Breton  town,  76. 

Momar.  Louis  Francois  Dnpleasla  da, 
bishop  of  Quebec,  108. 

Mouchy  d'OquIncoart,  — ,  ensign,  Tl, 

Monet.    See  Langlade  and  Moras. 

Monnt  Trempealean,  151,   168. 

Muskegon,  Indians  at,  868. 
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Musseaux,    Charles  Joseph  d*AUleboust, 

sleur  de,  827. 
Musseaux  brothers,  wounded  at  La  Baye, 

190. 
Muy,  Jacques  Pierre  I>aneaux,  sleur  de, 

ensign,   71 ;  commMidant  at  Fort  St. 

Joseph,  188,  282. 

Namiwilini   Indians,  246. 

Narcy.     See  St.  Vincent. 

Natchez  Indians,  uprising  of,  122,  147, 
157;  remnant  refuge  with  Chickasaw, 
162;  defeated,  179,  180;  expedition 
against,  212,  270;  abandon  Chicka- 
saw, 220:  on  Washita,  220;  unsub- 
dued, 429. 

N*toecqueha,  Miami  chief.  506. 

Nau,  Luc  Frangols,  Jesuit  missionary, 
letters  from,  215,  273,  274,  312,  311. 

Navarre,  Robert,  appointment  at  De- 
troit, 241. 

Nequlouamln,  Ottawa  Indian,  468. 

New  Brunswick,  Indians  of,  192. 

Newfoundland,  expeditions  to,  160,  802, 
808. 

New  England,  route  via,  67,  142;  condi- 
tions In,  265,  266;  cruises  near,  800, 
302 ;  embMsy  to.  808 ;  raids  Into,  456, 
508.  See  also  Boston  and  Massachu- 
setts. 

New  France.     See  Canada. 

New  Mexico,  mines  of,  428. 

New  Orleans,  founded.  180:  officials  at, 
5,  157,  512:  chaplain,  51:  message 
sent  to,  321  :  expedition  from,  181  :  re- 
inforcements from,  4H0 ;  entrepot  for 
IlllnolB,  55.  407.  .513,  514:  distance 
from   Illinois.   516. 

New  York,  Indians  of.  119;  raids  into, 
456 :  Colonial  DocumenU.  xviil.  8,  21. 
65,  77.  146.  208.  242.  24.'S.  279.  352. 
382.  400,  4.39.  441,  440.  447,  451.  4.')0, 
460,  475,  478.  484,  492,  .'>0.'>. 

Nlapnra,  portage  at.  313.  314.  347.  408. 
482  :  route  via.  170.  380,  387,  390,  443. 
457,  400.  508.      See  also  Fort  Niasara. 

*'Nia{rara.*'  vessel   on  Cireat   l^akes.  320. 

Nicolas,  Huron  chief,  plots  apainst 
French,  xvll.  280.  34.*^  ::ST.  408:  ad- 
dress to  French,  •J>^:5-l!Sr).  341.  344; 
messMtros  to.  377.  48."»  ;  revolt  of.  4r).S- 
402.  470-481,  484-480. 

Nicolet.   .lean,   grandson    of,    10."». 

*'Nlenport."  vessel.  300. 

NInsotin    (Two-henrtsK   Sioux  chief.  323. 

Nlplssln;?  Indians,  habitat.  03.  81  ;  at 
mission,  413.  410:  as  pilots.  312.  voy- 
ageurs.    .'OS ;    on    warpath,    124.    200. 


217,  320 ;  Information  from,  207,  223 ; 

attacked  by  Illinois,  184. 
NlvervlUe,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
Nolan,  Charles,  270. 
Nolan,  Jean  Baptlste,  270. 
Nontax.     See  Onondaga. 
Nontagarouche,  Iroquois  chief,  225,  229. 
NormMiyllle,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
Nova  Scotia,  English  name  for  Acadia, 

303. 

Oboltki.  — ,  mining  engineer,  S07. 

O'Callaghan,  E.  B.,  editor  of  V.  Y.  Co- 
lonial Documents t  notes  by,  246,  862, 
382,  458,  459,  462,  492. 

Ochagach,  an  Indian,  map  by,  103,  104; 
facsimile,  102. 

Ogdensburg  (N.  Y.),  371. 

Ohio,  Indians  of,  64. 

Okela,  war-chief,  killed,  114. 

Old  Briton,  Miami  chief.  See  La  Dem- 
oiselle. 

Omaha   (Maha)   Indians,  78. 

Oudechaouasty.  Indian  title  of  Father 
La  Rlchardle,  340,  341. 

Onlskaouls,  Chlppew*  chief,  351. 

Onnontat6,  Nlplsslng  chief,  268,  259. 

Onondaga  (Nonta6)  Indians,  visit  Mon- 
treal, 64,  420 ;  attack  Tetes  Plats,  834. 
See  also  Iroquois. 

Onongulsset.  Potawatoml  chief,  messaga 
of,  490.  492. 

Onontio,  Indian  title  for  governor  of 
Canada,  40,  42,  .")0,  51,  95,  96.  98,  99, 
140.  270:  policy  toward  Sauk,  223; 
Intentions.  151,  258 :  authority,  405 ; 
messages  to.  324,  302  ;  Iroquois  visit, 
154  ;  Fox  chiefs.  319,  320.  323,  398, 
390. 

Onorakinguiak,  mission  chief,  226. 

Ontatlonou^    See  Tionnontate. 

Oqulyaouy,  Totawatomi  chief,  .393.  394; 
present  to.  300. 

Orange.      See  Alhany. 

()ry:eville.      See  D'Orgeville. 

Original.      See   Moose. 

f)rontony.     See  Nl<M>las. 

Osftge   Indians,   ."il.'. 

Oskemanettlgon  Indians,  tribe  of  Chip- 
p^'wa.   240. 

Oswego  (Choueghen),  English  post,  21, 
31.':  fur  trade  at,  443,  503;  brandy 
bought.  32S :  Potawatoml  visit.  ,365; 
Seneca,  420 ;  Detroit  Indians,  446, 
447  ;  Ottawa  women.  303  :  should  be 
avoided.  347.  3.'2.  380.  409 ;  aban- 
doned. 470  :  fall  of,  73. 

Oto   Indians,  Missouri  among.   218. 
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OtoIInois,  Chippewa  chief,  351. 

Ottawa  (Outaouais)  ludlans,  6,  30,  102, 
122.  208.  211,  4e7;'habitat,  124,  148. 
508 ;  numbers,  245,  251 ;  clans,  245, 
251.  263,  275,  351,  372,  374;  aftack 
Foxes,  08,  80,  81,  8^91,  94,  100,  149. 
172-174:  Chickasaw,  181,  182,  337, 
360 :  Sioux  attack,  323,  325,  329 ;  hos- 
tile to  Huron,  xvll,  279.  284,  285,  287, 
289.  326-329,  331,  333;  friendly  to 
Sauk,  256,  260,  263,  275;  to  Sioux, 
317;  to  Shawnee,  286,  333;  on  war- 
path, 333,  336,  363,  375,  377.  388, 
416,  422,  435,  401;  accompany  Llg- 
nery,  31,  33;  Vllliers,  190;  do  not 
join  De  Noyelles,  232 ;  visit  Montreal, 
63,  208,  325,  329.  367.  371 ;  speeches, 
325,  334,  372-374,  387-390;  replies, 
374-377,  390-393;  presents  for,  322; 
messages  to.  345-347.  351-353.  403; 
desire  to  mi^ate.  351-353,  367-369, 
416;  at  Saginaw.  221.  313.  403.  410; 
At  I'Arbre  Croche,  372,  374,  419;  at- 
tack English,  448 ;  urge  fidelity  to 
French,  425,  458 ;  conspire  against, 
xvll,  463,  467,  475,  481.  487,  506; 
loyalty  doubtful,  486,  490.  491 ;  revolt' 
at  Mackinac,  462-465,  493;  repentant, 
469,  485 ;  messenger  to  governor.  489. 
490,  491 ;  chief  killed.  190 ;  messen- 
ger from.  328 ;  desire  pence.  221 ;  in- 
triguing. 217,  305. 

Otter,  as  Indian  totem,  248,  249. 

Ouabachas.     See   Wabashaw. 

Ouabasseban.     See  Chat  Blanc. 

Ouabichagan,  Illinois  chief.  170. 

Ouacautap^,  Sioux  chief,  37,  271.  420. 
421. 

Ouasncouty.  Sioux  chief.  420. 

Ouachala,  Fox  chief,  3»  4,  6;  daughter 
ransomed,  399,  400,  406.  421. 

Ouasado,  Potawatomi  chief,  396. 

OuAsicouteton,  tribe  of  Sioux,  420. 

Ouass4  (Ouac^),  tribe  of  Chippewa,  247, 
437,  438. 

Ottataouas^go,  118. 

Ou^flgu^.  Indian  chief.  118. 

Oulatanon  (Wea)  Indians.  178,  181.  185. 
417 ;  tribe  of  Miami.  29 :  habitat,  56 ; 
route  via,  55.  101,  110,  222:  rela- 
tion to  Louisiana,  133,  147 ;  trade 
with  English,  131,  133 ;  march  against 
Foxes,  xiv,  111,  115:  promise  aid  to, 
115;  hostile  to  Chickasaw.  179,  181, 
214,  220.  264,  380.  381.  384.  387; 
visit  Montreal,  63,  380;  speech,  380, 
381 ;  reply.  383.  384  ;  presents,  395 ; 
affray  among,  204.  210-212.  243.  244, 


261 ;    Influence    on    Miami,    186 ;    to 

avoid    Oswego,    386,    409;    Mascoutiil 

settle   among,   336 ;   missionary,   370 ; 

small-pox,  175,  181 :  may  revolt,  484 ; 

loyal,   483,  500 ;    do   not  use   canoes, 

381,  384. 
Ouikaliny  Indians,  247. 
Oullamek     (Wllamek,    Oulamex),    Pot«r 

watoml  chief,  33,  396. 
Oulskouba,  Klckapoo  Indian,  39.  40. 
Ouoilechase.  Menominee  chief.  320. 
Outaouais.     See  Ottawa. 
Outreleau.     See  D'Outreleau. 
Otiy^nam^gousy,   117. 


Palamor.  captured.  300. 

Palfrey.  John  G.,  History  of  New  Eng- 
land. 305. 

Pamltob^.  locality  near  Mackinac,  352, 
300. 

Papinakols  Indians,  habitat,  246. 

Papissa,   Indian   messenger,   114,   116. 

Paris,  archives  of  New  France,  xvlll,  1, 
424. 

Pnrkman.  Francis,  Half  Century  of  Con- 
ftict,  103;  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  499; 
Old  Regime  in  Canada,  40;  La  SatU 
and  the  Discovery  of  the  Great  We»t» 
100. 

Parsons.  Catherine,  276. 

Partridge,  as  Indian  totem,  246. 

Patch ipao.  Sauk  chief,  daughter  of,  309, 
400.   406;   medal  for,  406. 

Pays  riat,  on  Lake  Superior,  469. 

P<4an  (misprinted  P#au  in  text),  Jacques 
Hughes,  sieur  de  Livaudl^re,  captain, 
71 ;  at  Detroit,  205.  206,  298,  209,  211, 
241,  256,  269 ;  town  major  of  Quebec, 
20.',  206 ;  son  of.  205 :  sketch,  205. 

P^J'nnguichias.     See  Piankashaw. 

Pechlcamengoa,  Klckapoo  chief,  plots 
against  French,  44-46. 

Pemaho.  chief,  406. 

I'^moussa.  Fox  chief,  53:  wife  of,  58, 
.'34  :  killed  by  Klckapoo,  54. 

P^moiissa,  junior,  406. 

Pendalouan,  Ottawa  chief,  affair  of,  361, 
364-366,  466;  repentant.  368,  416, 
419,  420,  466:  at  Muskegon.  364;  at 
Montreal,  466. 

Pennsylvania,  traders  from,  xvll;  In- 
dians of.  64  :  sends  embassy  to  West- 
ern Indians,  482 ;  French  post  In,  166 ; 
relation  to  Chartler,  331;  Colonial 
Records,  506. 

Pentego^t.  mission  at.   195. 

Peoria  (111.),  Indian  village  site,  837. 
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Peoria  Indiaos,  UlinolB  tribe,  48,  49,  52 ; 
habitat  and  numbers,  251 ;  on  war- 
path, 115,  365,  366;  attacked,  336, 
337. 

Perler,  — ,  governor  of  Louisiana,  29, 
122,  147.  157,  179;  attacks  Natchez, 
220 ;  Incites  attack  on  Chickasaw, 
162;  superseded,  179,  180;  sketch, 
147. 

Perlgny,  — ,  sleur  de,  captain,  71. 

Perslllon,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

Petlkokla,  tribe  of  Oulatanon,  visit  Mon- 
treal, 380-382.  385:  Incited  against 
Chickasaw,  387  ;  to  Avoid  Oswego,  386, 
409. 

Petit,  Etienne,  member  of  Sioux  Com- 
pany, 14. 

Pewablc   (Mich.),  252. 

Pheasant,  as  Indian  totem,  249. 

Phelypeaux.     See  Maurepas. 

Philbert,  — ,  ensign.  71. 

Plankasbaw  (lYangulcbla)  Indians,  56, 
111.  337,  366;  attack  Foxes,  115; 
Chickasaw,  220;  message  from.  146; 
allies  of,  243 ;  small-pox  among.  175. 

Plchou.  name  for  lynx,  248. 

Plckawillany,  Miami  village,  founded, 
xvli ;  fate  of,  482. 

PIcquet,  Francois.  Snlplclan  missionary, 
371  ;  prepares  for  Huron,  413. 

Pilemont.  — ,  son  of,  305. 

Pllemou.  I'otawatomI  chief,  393,  394 ; 
preserrt:  to,  300. 

PImlthouy,  reoria  town,  attack  on.  336, 
337.  302.  300  :  chief  of.  305. 

PlndlRach<?.  wounded  chief.   114,   117. 

PIqua    (Ohio),   Indian  town  at.  482. 

Plscot,  Etienne.  Uecollect  superior,  tests 
copper  ore.  230. 

Plttsbnrff,  tradlnp  post  near.  331. 

PJacentIa  (Newfoundland  K  La  Ronde 
visits,  300,  .302.  303  ;  governor  of,  302, 
303. 

Plover,   ns   Indian   totem.    2r)l. 

Porc-^'plc.  Miami  chief.  4S2. 

Point  Chequamejron,  247.  See  also  Fort 
Chequamejron. 

Point  Keweenaw.   Indians  near,  247. 

Pommeroy,  — .  ensljjn,  71. 

Pontiac,  conspirncy  of.  131.  509. 

Portneuf,  IMerre  HoMneau,  sleur  de,  com- 
mandant amon^  Sioux,  135 ;  at  Fort 
Frontenac.  432;   sketch,  135. 

Portneuf,   llen6   Uohlnenu.   sleur  de,   13r». 

Port  Koyal.  besieged.  302 ;  surrendered, 
160.   302;   French    intrigues  at.   303. 

Posts,  iocatlon.  xii ;  to  be  leased,  xvl, 
xvli,  409-412,  442,  473.  502,  ^(ya;  A\s- 


I 


advantages  of  leasing,  xvli,  61,  409- 
411,  442-446,  449;  English  profit  bj, 
443,  503;  yield  no  revenue,  470,  476, 
502,  503 ;  licenses  for,  502,  504  ;  sup- 
plies for,  471 ;  scarcity  at,  449,  4"87, 
503;  commandants  (1743),  432,  433; 
list  of  leased  posts,  433-435,  502.  See 
also  Forts  and  Licenses. 

Pot,  French  measure,  126. 

l*otawatoml  ( Pottawattomle,  Poutoua- 
tamls,  Poux)  Indians,  6.  32,  207,  208, 
260;  habitat,  62,  124,  148,  149,  249, 
337,  501,  504  ;  numbers.  249,251 ;  Onon- 
tlo's  eldest  sons,  249;  attack  Foxes,  100- 
102,  111-120,  172-174,  216;  Chick- 
asaw, 181,  182,  337,  365,  366 ;  Ottaw*, 
221 ;  hostile  to  Huron,  xvli,  279,  287 ; 
befriend  Sauk  and  Foxes,  262.  276 ; 
allies.  403 ;  war  parties  of.  222,  231, 
394.  398;  message  to.  345-347;  rtslt 
Montreal,  62.  394  ;  speech,  393,  894  ; 
reply,  394-396;  wrongly  accused,  898, 
466;  blacksmith  among,  394,  410; 
small -pox  among,  173 ;  faithful  to 
French,  xvli,  479.  481.  483,  506,  507; 
wavering,  485.  486;  conspire,  468, 
468.  487 ;  delegates  visit  governor, 
489-491. 

Potler,  Pierre,  missionary  at  Detroit, 
450  ;  plot  against,  474. 

Pouan   Inidans.     See  Assiniboin. 

Poudret.    Antoine,  331. 

I'oudret.  Vincent,  messenger.  331. 

Poutchltaouy.  locality  near  Mackinac, 
352.  360. 

Poux  Indians.     See  Potawatoml. 

"Profond."  vessel,   301. 

Puants.     See  WinneT>ago  Indians. 


QuEnKC  (city),  xlli,  xlx.  447,  511;  mis- 
sion near,  279  ;  fortifications.  292  ;  dis- 
tances from,  305 ;  I^a  Ronde  visits, 
30.^);  Indian  chiefs  at,  323.  487,  493; 
prisoners  at,  181.  302.  303 ;  town  ma- 
jor, 205,  206;  Chateau  St.  Louis  at, 
434  ;  seminary,  327 ;  defense  of,  303  ; 
slepc,  323,  489;  capture.  315. 

Quebec  ( province V,  4.')0  :  archives,  1,  9. 

Quicapoux.     See  Kickapoo. 

Quinousak.     See   Kinousakls. 


K.\iMnArT,  Marie  Joseph.  355. 
Ramezay,  Claude  de,  327. 
Raraezay,  Elisabeth  de,  448. 
\\^m«i».i>  \jnw\ii^  Q«^aevl%ve  de,   134. 
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Bameiay,  Jean  Baptiite,  itMi^  de,  Itoo- 
tenaot,  71 ;  captain  at  Nlplgon,  432. 

Raymond,  Count  de,  commandant  at 
Loulsburg,  477. 

Raymond  (Remond),  — ,  ensign,  7I ;  lieu- 
tenant at  Niagara,  432;  memoir  of, 
474-477;  sketcli,  477. 

Rapide  plat,  near  Niagara,  314. 

Raaie  (Rale),  Father  S^bastien,  Jesuit 
missionary,  306. 

Reale,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  299. 

Reaume,  Pierre,  Fox  interpreter,  24,  57, 
119.  120. 

Recollects,  in  Canada,  236. 

R6el,  Jacques,  pensioner  of  Fox  war, 
254,  255. 

Renards.     See  Fox  Indians. 

Renaud.     See  D'Amaud. 

"Renomm^,"  French  vessel,  801. 

Repentigny,  Pierre  le  Oardeur,  sieur  de, 
71,  190;  commandant  at  Mackin«c, 
188 ;  nephew  of,  226. 

Repentigny,  — ,  lieutenant,  killed  at  La 
Baye,  189,  202,  226. 

Repentigny,  — ,  chevalier  de,  465 ;  en- 
sign, 71 ;  at  St  Frederic,  432. 

Richard,  Edouard,  AoadiOf  304 ;  Report 
on  French  Archives ,  xvlli. 

Richard  Pierre,  member  of  Sioux  Com- 
pany, 15,  135,  138. 

RlchATYille,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Riel,  Louis,  rebellion  of,  275. 

Rigault,  Arnaud  de,  brother  of  Vaudreuil, 
456,  458. 

Rigault    See  Vaudreuil. 

RigauviUe,  — ,  sleur  de,  lleuteuant,  71. 

Rivard.     See  Lanouette. 

Rivau.     See  Huet 

Rivers :  Allegheny,  331.  Au  Glaize, 
132.  Aux  B<Bufs,  French  captured  *t, 
38,  58,  59,  206.  Black  (La.),  see  Wasfi- 
ita.  Black  (Mich.),  copper  mines  on, 
XTi,  165,  306,  807,  311,  315.  Bois 
Brule,  xvi.  Carp  (Mich.),  352.  Cher- 
okee, see  Tennessee.  Colorado,  104. 
Columbia,  103.  Connecticut,  119.  Des 
Moines,  38 ;  Foxes  near,  223,  224,  231. 
Detroit,  map  of,  141 ;  island  in,  288. 
Fox  (Ill.)>  129,  173.  Fox  (Renards, 
Wis.),  14,  23,  24,  57,  189;  rapids  In, 
93,  188;  Indians  on,  xvi,  249;  vil- 
lages, 898.  French  (des  Francal^, 
821.  Grand,  see  Ottawa.  Grand 
(Mich.),  867.  Great  Miami,  xvil,  830, 
887,  475,  482.  Holland  (Ont),  818. 
Hudson,  119.  Illinois,  48,  54,  129,  269, 
270,  822,402.  louactietanon,  see  Wabash. 
Of  Iowa  (Ayous), see Wapslpinicon.  Iron 
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(Piouabic,  Mich.),  mines  on,  xvi,  252, 
253,  807,  310-812.  Kaministiqula, 
426.  Kankakee,  see  Theakiki.  Kan- 
sas, 218.  Of  Kickapoo,  see  Rock. 
Kiaklqui,  see  Theakiki.  Kiepigon, 
185.  LitUe  Miami,  185,  475.  Louis- 
Chita,  see  Washita.  Maumee,  portages 
of,  132 ;  French  post  on,  xvil,  181,  482, 
488;  Indian  village,  105;  English 
visit,  481.  Menominee  (Wis.),  89. 
Michipicoton,  246,  437.  Mississaqnat 
245,  Mississippi,  xni,  XV,  xvi,  129,  151, 
224,  243,  406,  419,  489,  494;  source, 
104 ;  alPuents,  281,  822,  880 ;  explored, 
801 ;  described,  25,  57 ;  navigation,  87, 
88,  57,  146,  496,  514-517;  Indians 
visit,  42.  Missouri,  tribes  on,  218, 
260;  fur-trade,  514.  Molngona,  see 
Des  Moines.  Muskegon  (Mich.),  351. 
Nipigon,  246,  437.  499.  Ohio  (On*- 
bache.  Belle  Rlviftre.  Beautiful),  xvil, 
50,  245,  280,  316,  380,  419,  476;  sig^ 
niflcance  of  name,  181,  280;  Southern 
Indians  settle  near,  261 ;  Shawnee, 
156,  243 ;  Huron  village  on,  480,  860, 
507 ;  to  migrate  to,  414 ;  English  set- 
tlements on.  441.  515 ;  traders  plun- 
dered, 448;  C^loron's  expedition,  207, 
475,  489.  Ontonagon  (Tonagan)  rap- 
ids of,  240 ;  copper  mines  on,  xvi,  165, 
234-240,  252-254,  263,  290,  306-808. 
310,  311,  814  ;  "La  Roche*'  on,  290,  311, 
OraplgiAuing,  185.  Orinial  (Original), 
314.  Ottawa  (Grand),  148,  209,  867, 
511;  Long  Sault  of,  812;  tributary, 
63;  portage,  422;  mines.  311,  812; 
tribes,  near,  249,  250;  seignoiry,  827. 
Ouisichitas,  see  Washita.  Pestekouy, 
see  Fox  (111.).  Pigeon,  portage  from 
Lake  Superior,  247,  426.  Pine  (Mich.), 
352.  Piouabic,  see  Iron.  Pomme  de 
eigne,  see  Wapslpinicon.  Rock  (111.), 
boundary,  452;  Indians  on.  38,  820, 
.362,  365,  400,  404,  407;  French  offi- 
cer stationed  at,  315,  318,  828,  880. 
Sable  (Mich.),  276,  484.  St  Anne 
(Mich.),  see  Iron.  St  Anne  (Ind.), 
see  Wlhite.  St.  Croix,  xvi.  St.  Francis 
(Ark.),  rendezvous  at  321,  822.  St 
Joseph,  128,  186;  portage  from 
322  (see  also  Fort  St  Joseph).  St 
Lawrence,  104,  210;  prisoners  escape* 
493,  511.  Sandusky,  185,  286.  Sas- 
katchewan, 166.  Scioto,  village  on, 
480,  488.  Severn  (Ont),  route  via, 
818.  Skunk  (Iowa),  88.  Swan  (Iowa), 
see  Wapslpinicon.  Tennessee  (Chero- 
kee), 886,  417.     Theakiki  (Ktnkaka^ 
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Kiaklqui),  322.  Tippecanoe,  485. 
Tonagon,  see  Ontonagon.  Wabash,  129, 
181,  881,  419,  489;  portage  to,  182; 
tribes  on,  870,  488,  487,  490,  506; 
posts  on,  29,  178,  494  (see  also  Forts 
Oulatanon  and  Vlncennes) ;  French 
killed  on,  181  (see  also  Ohio).  Wapsl- 
plnlcon  (of  Iowa,  Pomme  de  Clgne, 
8w«n),8auk  and  Fox  near,  87,  88,  206, 
228;  French  officer,  816.  Washita 
(Black,  Loulschlta,  Ouaschlta8),Natch- 
ea  fort  on,  220.  Wea  (Ind.),  181. 
Of  the  West,  103.  104.  White  (Ind.. 
Kleplgon.  St  Anne),  185,  458,  501. 
White  (Ohio),  Huron  on,  280,  887, 
480 ;  Iroquois,  474 ;  English  traders, 
474-476  (see  also  Sandusky,  Little 
Ml*ml,  White  Oak  Creek).  Wisconsin 
(Oulsconsln),  34,  57,  150,  184,  206; 
described,  24,  25 ;  route  via,  14 ;  port- 
age, 57 ;  considered  a  boundary,  11, 
186;  Indians  on,  37,  149,  886,  868; 
council  on,  860;  attack  on,  865,  866 
(see  also  Fox-Wlsconsln  route). 

RlTldres:  Blanche,  see  Sandusky  and 
White  (Ind.  and  Ohio).  Longue,  de- 
scribed by  Lahontan,  224.  Noire,  see 
Black  (Mich.).  Sans  Fourches,  see  Des 
Moines. 

Bobertel.     See  La  Noue. 

Bochefort,  French  port,  299. 

"Bocher,"  Illinois  site,  3.  6,  100,  110; 
Foxes  posted  near,  xlv,  xv,  110-113, 
129 ;  Illinois  tribe  near,  183,  184,  251, 
366. 

Boebert,  — ,  witnesses  document,  76. 

Bondeau  Harbor.  287,  329. 

Bouville,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Sabrevois  dk  Sermonville,  Christophe, 
332  ;  ensign,  71. 

Sabrevois  de  Bleiiry,  Clement,  71,  332. 

Sabrevois    de    Bleiiry,    Jacques    Charles, 
.332. 

Sacquep^e,  Jonchira,  sieur  de  Gonln- 
court,  messenger,  406,  408 ;  at  La 
Baye,  425. 

Saginaw  (Mich.),  location,  508;  Indians 
At,  251.  308,  373,  376,  403,  410;  revolt 
of,  402,  463,  468.  508,  500. 

Saguenay,  mission  at.  418. 

St.  Ange.     See  Charley. 

St.  Ange,  Jean,  sieur  de  Bellerlve,  com- 
mandant in  Illinois.  10,  130;  attacks 
Foxes,  110-120,  155;  circumvents 
Sauk,  112;  slain  by  Chickasaw,  259; 
sketch.  110. 


St.  Ange,  Louis,  sieur  de  Bellerlve,  com- 
mandant at  Vlncennes,  419,  428; 
sketch,  419. 

St  CUblr.    See  Benolst 

St.  Francois  du  Lac,  mission  of,  191,  194, 
199. 

St.  Johns  (Quebec),  commandant  at,  259L 

St  John's  (Newfoundland),  captured  by 
French,  802,  808. 

"St.  Joseph,"  vessel,  191. 

St  Leger,  Courbon  de,  French  sea  cap- 
tain, 300. 

St  Louis  (Mo.),  expedition  against,  828. 

St  Luc,  Luc  de  la  Come,  sieur  de,  goes 
to  Mackinac,  509. 

St  Malo,  French  port,  235. 

"St.  Michael,"  mission  among  Slouz,  22. 
See  also  Fort  Beauhamols. 

St.  Michel,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

"St  Michel,"  vessel,  299. 

St  Onge.     See  Martlneau. 

St  Ours,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71 ;  with 
De  Noyelles,  223,  226 ;  commandant  at 
Fort  Frontenac,  482 ;  sketcli,  Z^  8m 
also  Deschalllons. 

St  Ovlde  de  Broulllan,  — ,  expedition  to 
Newfoundland,  802;  governor  of  Isle 
Boyale,  803,  804. 

St.  P«,  Jean  Baptlste  de,  missionary  at 
Mackinac,  253.  370;  letters  to,  828, 
329,  339.  340,  412.  414  ;  sketch,  253. 

St.  Pierre,  Jacques  le  Oardeur,  sleurlle, 
ensign,  71  ;  exploits  mines,  165.  187 ; 
commandant  at  Fort  Beauhamols,  228, 
244,  258;  evacuates.  264,  267-274; 
commandant  at  FOfl  Miami,  428,  433 ; 
commands  against  Chickasaw.  316; 
suppresses  Mackinac  revolt,  464,  465, 
478.  479.  508-511;  linguistic  ability, 
105:  characterised.  508.  509;  sketch. 
165.  166. 

St.  Pierre,  Paul  le  Gardeur,  sieur  de, 
commandant  at  Chequamegon,  165, 
166. 

St.  Vincent,  — .  sieur  de,  captain.  71. 
St.  Vincent  Henri  Albert,  sieur  de  Nar- 
cy.  ensign,  71 ;  commandant  at  Oula- 
tanon, 428 ;  of  convoy  for  Mackinac, 
509. 
Salmon,  — ,  Intendant  of  Louisiana,  147. 

157.  179.  321. 
Salmon    Falls    (N.    H.),    French   attack, 

135. 
Salt-smu^lers.    transported   to    Canada, 

312 :  as  colonsts.  171.  496. 
"Samezelac."  vessel.  303. 
Sandusky    (Ohio),  location.  459;   Huron 
band  at.  xvll,  280.  286.  331,  343.  87S, 
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458,  459,  468,  479,  480,  485,  507 ;  re- 
turn from,  440;  Beaubarnois  vlslta, 
870 ;  English,  480 ;  Miami,  481 ;  depu- 
ties to,  490 ;  French  murdered  at,  460, 
474^  506. 

Saratoga  (N.  Y.).  attacked.  815. 

Sastaretsy,  Huron  title,  279,  chief  at  De- 
troit, 279,  message  from,  283,  849, 
877-380;  on  war-path,  461;  loyal  to 
French,  343,  458,  4B0 ;  death,  279,  343, 
466,  485 ;  sketch,  279. 

49auk  (Sac,  Sacque,  Saki)  Indians,  mem- 
bers, 249 ;  habitat,  xv,  8,  63,  101,  111, 
114,  140,  156,  169,  178,  188,  189,  222, 
249;  allies  of  Foxes,  2,  4,  6; 
capture  Foxes,  32;  attacked  by,  90, 
101.  202;  by  Illinois,  184,  365, 
366;  befriend  Illinois,  337,  362.  366; 
'befriended  by  French  Indians,  256. 
260.  275;  betray  French,  xlv.  111. 
112,  116;  kill  Villiers,  xv,  188-191, 
201-204,  206,  207;  seek  refuge,  206; 
to  be  Conciliated,  203,  204,  209,  210, 

217,  218,  222,  228,  231,  250,  258;  may 
desert  Foxes,  207,  216.  218,  219,  227, 

228,  281,  232,  258 ;  visit  Montreal,  xvi, 
68 ;  promise  peace,  9 ;  return  captives, 

229.  365;  hereditary  chief  of.  399; 
woman  marries  Frenchman,  372. 

Sauk  and  Foxes  (after  1733),  xv;  seek 
refuge,  206.  257,  259,  260;  vengeance 
upon,  208-210,  212-214;  De  Noyelle's 
expedition,  xv,  2i5-233,  255-257,  260, 
263,  275 ;  Missouri  and  Kansa  attack, 

218,  229 ;  danger  from,  274 ;  befriend- 
ed by  French  Indians.  275 ;  beg  for 
jnercy.  263.  324.  325;  speeches.  317- 
320.  324.  325.  334.  362.  396.  398-401, 
408;  oppose  return  to  La  Baye,  315- 
S17,  319,  320,  362.  363;  new  villages 
of.  398.  404,  405,  437;  remain  at 
peace,  1j6,  330,  362.  404;  war-party 
of,  363 ;  make!  peace  with  Sioux.  31B. 
401 ;  with  Chippewa.  407 ;  visit  Mon- 
treal, 324,  329,  330,  396.  398,  421 ;  re- 
<]ue8t  return  of  hostages,  309,  400,  406. 
421 ;  granted,  402.  480 ;  French  policy 
toward.  429.  435-439;  presents  for, 
439 ;  promise  fidelity,  425 ;  trade  with. 
452 ;  attack  on  Illinois.  430 ;  on 
Ouass^.  437.  438 ;  commandant  for, 
396,  398,  416. 

Sault  des  Recollects,  village  near  Mon- 
treal, 124. 

Saulteur  (Sautenr)  Indians,  see  Chippe- 
wa. 

8ault  Ste.  Antoine.  See  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony. 


Sauit  Ste.  Marie,  306,  310,  311 ;  map  of, 
402;  porUge,  313;  Indians  of,  246, 
360,  422,  425,  426;  revolt,  508;  let- 
ters from,  262,  290;  vessel  built  at, 
237. 

S*uit  St  Louis,  mission  colony,  arrange- 
ments for,  420  ;  missionaries,  15,  216  ; 
small-pox  at,  175 ;  Indians  from  on 
war-path,  124 ;  against  Chickasaw, 
183,  828 ;  accompany  De  Noyelles,  216, 
216,  226,  227;  Beauharnois,  846-348, 
379 ;    relations    with    Detroit    Huron, 

279,  281,  282,  286,  331,  332,  840-842, 
849,  350,  378 ;  adopt  Frenchm«n,  834 ; 
at  Sandusky,  459;  reputation  for 
prowess,  215 ;  insubordinate,  229. 

Savannas  Indians,  246. 

Schenectady  (N.  Y.),  French  attack  on, 

159. 
Schoolcraft,  Henry  Rowe,  Indian  TribeM, 

245. 
Schuyler,  Col.  Peter,  captured,  78. 
"Seine,"  vessel,  301. 
S4nat,  Antoine,  Jesuit  missionary,  slain 

by  Chickasaw,  259. 
Seneca    (Sonontouan)    Indians,    habitat, 

280,  468 ;  famine  among,  387  ;  allies  of 
Foxes,  118,  119;  attack  Chickasaw, 
337;  intrigue  with  Miami,  482;  with' 
Detroit  Huron,  280,  348,  849;  visit 
Detroit,  461;  Montreal,  264,  420; 
chief  maltreated,  468.  See  also  Iro- 
quois. 

Senneville,  — ,  sleur  de,  71. 

Senneville,  — ,  Junior,  ensign,  71. 

Sermonville.     See  Sabrevois. 

S€rotchon,  Winnebago  chief,  407. 

Serpent,  as  Indian  totem.  250. 

Sevlgny,  Montmeron.  marquis  de.  of&cer 
at  Brest.   299. 

Shawnee  (Chaounon)  Indians.  364 ;  num- 
bers. 250 ;  tribe  of.  264  ;  village.  480, 
4S7:  migrations.  331.  383.  417.  448; 
relations  to  neighbors.  185.  186.  210, 
211.  248;  negotiations  with  French, 
135.  156,  178,  210,  260;  visit  Mon- 
treal, 64,  156,  338;  abandon  English, 
331 ;  to  remove  to  Ohio.  156.  185,  186, 
243;  to  Detroit,  260,  282,  285,  286, 
331.  333 ;  visit  Detroit,  264,  480,  484 ; 
commandant  among,  242,  321 ;  Influ- 
enced by  Chartier,  331 ;  English  In- 
trigue with.  417,  429,  507 :  conspire 
against  French,  487,  489 ;  plunder 
English  traders,  448 :  sketch,  64. 

Shea,  John  Gllmary,  Early  Voyages  on 
the  Mi99i99ippi,  25,  28. 

SIcard,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
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Slnago,  Ottawa  clan,  245,  251,  263,  275, 
861,  372,  374. 

Slntec,  Slouz  chief,  307,  402. 

8ionMi  tribes,  60. 

BIoux  (Sciou,  Nadoualssious)  Indians, 
numbers,  247,  248;  habitat,  57,  169, 
247,  248 ;  hunting  grounds,  136,  268 ; 
road  of,  184 ;  language,  56 ;  character- 
ised, 27,  28,  56.  57 ;  wars  of,  16,  allied 
with  Foxes,  xll,  7,  8,  16,  21,  87,  250, 
818,  336,  339.  436;  to  be  detached, 
xiii,  3-7,  33,  36,  436 ;  post  to  be  found- 
ed, xiii,  18.  22-28  (see  Fort  Beauhar 
nois)  ;  alarm  at  fire- works,  xiii,  27 ; 
company  for  trade,  10-16,  68.  135-180, 
144,  155,  169,  315;  later  trade,  452; 
missionaries  among,  xiii,  4,  5,  8,  15, 
135,  241.  271.  273.  274  ;  refuse  refuge 
to  Foxes,  53,  62,  78.  206;  guard 
French,  60,  64.  66,  68 ;  at  enmity  with 
Foxes.  117,  143.  325;  war  with  Chip- 
pewa, xvl.  264.  268.  272,  273,  277,  310. 
329,  336,  442;  peace.  401,  403;  war 
with  Cree,  418;  peace.  166.  263,  403; 
war  with  Winnebago,  271-273.  360. 
861 ;  peace.  403 ;  war  with  Ottawa, 
323-325.  329,  336,  375.  377,  397  ;  with 
Illinois.  336.  362 ;  peace  made  for,  408, 
407.  426,  441  ;  allies  of.  403.  407;  af- 
fair with  Ouass^.  437,  438;  killed  by 
enemies,  29,417,422,425  ;  relations  with 
French,  177,  178,  244,  261,  429,  435- 
439;  chiefs  at  Montreal,  xvl,  6,  212, 
315-318.  361,  397,  421;  sue  for  peace, 
277,     278;    speeches,    323,    344,    360, 

396,  397,  401,  408;  reproached  for 
treachery,  402,  403 ;  request  hostaj^es, 

397,  404:  granted,  421,  425.  43T) ; 
promise  fidelity,  425  ;  presents  to.  430  : 
request  French  officer.  397,  404  ;  visit 
Marin.  396.  397.  41C,  420:  accompany, 
430 :  attack  on  La  V<^rendrye's  party. 
261,  262.  208 ;  treachery  toward 
French,  269.  270,  420,  427  ;  history  of, 
252.     See  also  Asslniboln. 

Sioux  of  tlie  Lakes,  277. 

Sioux     of     the    Prairie     (Maskoutepoels, 

Maskontins    Poiianes),    259,    268,    270, 

277. 
Sioux  of  the  Woods.  270,  428. 

•  Six  Nations.     See  Iroquois. 

Slate  mine,  near  Orlnlal  River.  314. 

•  Smithsonian    Institution,    copper    trans- 

ferred to,  200. 
Sonontonan  Indians.     See  Seneca. 
South  Bend   (Ind.).  portage  at,  322;  In 

dian  site,  382. 
Squirrel,  as  Indian  totem,  245,  251. 


Stag,  as  Indian  totem,  247,  248,  249. 

Steward,  J.  F..  129,  173. 

Stone  Indians.    See  Assiniboin. 

Straits,  St.  Mary's.  See  Sanlt  Bte. 
Marie. 

Sturgeon,  as  Indian  totem,  246. 

Subercasse,  Daniel  d* Auger  de,  command- 
ant at  Port  Royal,  302. 

Sulplcian   missionaries   in   Canada,    158*. 

371. 

Suite,  Benjamin,  note  by,  371 ;  HUtaire 
dca  Canadietu  Franoais,  103,  509. 

Sun-diaU,  277,  278. 

"Susanne  Francolse,"  French  vessel,  300. 


Tabittitis  Indians,  see  Abittibi. 

Tahak4.  Huron  chief,  intrigues  with 
English.  468. 

Tamerois  Indians,  Illinois  tribe,  59,  133» 
251. 

Tanguay,  Cyprian,  R^erioire  €f4n6rale 
du  Clergi  Canadien,  236. 

Tarieu.     See  La  Parade. 

1'ayatchatin,  Huron  chief,  message  of, 
283;  on  war-path,  461;  loyal  to 
French,  343,  458 ;  death,  466. 

Tchichaakane,  Potawatomi  cBlef,  393, 
394 ;  present  to,  806. 

Tennessee,  Indians  in,  102. 

Tepicourt  (Teplcon),  Miami  village, 
485. 

Terrebonne.     See  I^  Come. 

Testard.     See  Montlgny. 

Tfites  de  Boule  Indians,  habitat,  63,  245, 
246. 

Tetes  Plates  (Flathead)  Indians,  Iro- 
quois name  for  Southern  tribes,  250; 
numbers,  250 ;  attacks  on,  182,  333, 
334 ;  alliance  with  Huron,  280,  281, 
350,  414  :  on  war-path.  288.  341 ; 
peace  with.  331,  339,  414,  417;  con- 
spire ajrainst  French,  463. 

Theouatakoute,  Seneca  chief.  420. 

Three  Rivers  (Trols  Rivieres),  governor 
of,  16,  31.  73,  112,  292.  432;  missfoB 
near,  191  :  news  of  captives'  escape, 
511. 

Thwaites.  Reuben  G.,  Oriqinal  JoumdU 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  Erpediiion,  279 ; 
Early  VTeaiern  Travels,  132,  280.  419, 
437,  460,  480,  507:  Jesuit  RelationM^ 
262.  274,  279.  290,  312,  314. 

Tilly.  Pierre  Noel  le  Gardeur,  sleur  de, 
Intendant  of  Canada.  58. 

Tlonnontate  (Tobacco  Huron,  Wyandot) 
Indians.  250. 

Tobacco  Huron.     See  Tlonnontate. 
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Tonty,  AlphoDse  de,  commandant  at 
Detroit,  35,  36. 

Tonty.     See  Desliettes. 

Tonty,  Henri  de.  La  Salle's  lieutenant,  3. 

Tonty,  — ,  Bleur  de,  letter  from,  322. 

Toronto,  significance  of  name,  314 ;  port- 
age to,  313,  314 ;  French  fort  at,  321 ; 
museum  of,  313.  See  also  Fort  Ron- 
111^. 

Tortoise,  as  Indian  totem,  249,  251. 

Totlre  (Tutela)   Indians,  habitat,  250. 

Toulouse,  French  port,  304. 

Toussaint,  In  Sioux  trade,  135,  138,  139. 

Treaty  of  Utrecht,  303,  304. 

Trempealeau  (Wis.),  French  fort  near, 
151,   108. 

Trent,  Capt.  William,  Journals,  482. 

Trinity  (La.),  Natchez  near  site,  220. 

Trois  Rlvlftres.     See  Three  Rivers. 

Tutela  Indians.     See  Totlre. 


United  States,  Bureau  of  Ethnology  Re- 
ports, 192,  427;  Land  Commissioner's 
Report,  252. 

Upper  Country  (Upper  Lakes),  condi- 
tions in,  xl.  xvi,  107,  142-147;  166. 
201,  242-244,  315-318.  335-338,  416- 
423  ;  440-443  ;  orders  for,  260-262  ;  In- 
dians of.  xi,  1,  60,  64 ;  census,  245- 
252;  wars  in,  360-366;  troops  needed 
for,  205 ;  trade  of.  456,  471 ;  revolt  In, 
xvii,  456-469,  478-492,  505-512.  See 
also  Fur-Trade,  Coureurs  des  Bols, 
Posts,  etc. 


Vabbnnes.     See  La  V4rendrye. 

Yarin,  Jean  Victor,  sieur  de  la  Mare, 
councillor,  434. 

Vaudreuil,  Philippe  Rigualt,  marquis  de, 
governor  of  Canada  (1703-25),  1,  2, 
194,  195,  282,  303-305,  342,  344, 
364,  379,  503;  death,  2;  sketch,  1. 

Vaudreuil,  Pierre  Francois  RJgault  (Te 
Cavagnlal,  marquis  de.  captain.  71 ;  on 
Fox  expedition,  31 ;  brings  copper  ore. 
86;  governor  of  Louisiana,  489,  501, 
512-519;  of  Canada  (1753-60),  456. 
512 ;  sketch,  31,  512. 

Vaudry,  — ,  voyageur,  237. 

"Venus,"  vessel,  302. 

Verch^res,  Jean  Jarret,  sieur  de,  lieuten- 
ant, 71 ;  captain,  432 ;  commandant  at 
Mackinac,  274,  276,  373-377,  410,  420, 
422,  425,  482 ;  at  L»  Baye,  464 ;  letter 
from,  424 ;  suppresses  Mackinac  re- 
volt, 466-467 ;  sketch,  274. 

Verch^res,  Madeline  de,  defends  fort,  274. 


\'ermllllon,  as  Indian  present.  83,  86, 
106. 

"Vespre,"  vessel,  300. 

Villebois.     See  Michel. 

Vlllemonde.     See  Beaujeu. 

Villemure.     See  L'Espervanche. 

V'llllers,  Nicolas  Coulon,  sieur  de,  lieu- 
tenant,  71 ;  commandant  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's, 101,  111,  119.  130;  victory 
over  Foxes  (1730),  xv,  109-120.  130, 
140.  142,  143,  152,  153,  155.  168;  ex- 
penses of,  143;  to  re-establish  La  Baye, 
140,  156,  169 ;  orders  concerning,  182- 
185,  188,  201,  202,  255;  Foxes  visit, 
168,  169,  182 ;  rashness,  xv,  201,  203 ; 
slain  by  Sauk,  xv,  188-191,  201-204; 
son  slain,  xv,  189,  202. 

Villlers,  Louis  Coulon  de,  messenger  to 
governor,  113,  117-120;  sent  lo 
France,  120,  130;  succeeds  father  Tn 
command,  188;  battle  with  SauK  and 
Foxes,  190,  202,  206;  commandant  at 
St.  Joseph's.  337.  362,  395,  482; 
letters  to,  363  ;  letters  from.  .365,  3B6 ; 
sketch.  113,  188. 

Villlers  (de  Jumonville?),  wounded,  190. 

Villlers,  Marie  Coulon  de,  108. 

Villlers,  Marie  Anne  Coulon  de,  432. 

Villlers,  Madame  de,  pension  for,  191, 
210.     See  also  Jumonville. 

Vincennes.     See  Fort  Vincennes. 

Vlncennes,  Jean  Baptlste  Bissot,  sleor 
de,  29. 

Vincennes.  Francois  Mnrgane  de  la  Val- 
terle,  sieur  de,  ensign.  71 ;  command- 
ant among  Miami,  102.  147 :  illness, 
29 ;  removes  to  Louisiana,  133 ;  slain 
by  Chickasaw,  259,  276,  381-386^; 
sketch.  29. 

Virginia,  governor  of.  166:  fleet,  301. 

Volsy,  — ,  sieur  de,  leases  Fort  Ouiata- 
non,  435. 

Wabasha w,  Sioux  chief,  hostile,  362; 
speech.  323,  324 ;  visits  Montreal,  397, 
402;  kills  Frenchman.  402;  skeictf, 
823. 

Wahpeton,  Sioux  tribe,  428. 

Wakandapi.     See  Ouakantapl. 

Wallace,  J.,  Illinois  and  Louisiana^  3. 

Wars:  Austrian  Succession,  see  King 
George's.  American  Revolution,  823. 
Black  Hawk's.  399.  1812-15,  328. 
French  and  Indian.  134.  207,  466. 
King  George's,  xvi,  183,  456;  decISHf- 
tlon  of,  440.  King  William's,  135,  188, 
321.  Queen  Anne's  (Spanish  Succes- 
sion), 103,  292. 
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WRrreii.     WltlJaio     W.,    lliiioni    of    thi 

Ojihicayi,  ^40. 
Waihlnglon,  Uijor  Qeorge.  at  Fort  Ne 

tvBBltj,  113;  iD»Ia  8t  PUrrc.  100. 
Wen  Indluia.     See  OutatBDou, 
Weiser.  Conrad,  Journal.  290.  607. 
TVeelera    Sea.    dlBrovery    ot,    141.    424 ; 

poal  of,  456.  462.  483.  4T1.  601.  604 ; 

commaudanr,  433  :  tar-tnAe,  230  ;  doc- 

umr>Dt>  canceTntDE.  424. 
Wblle  Robe,  KJrknpou  orMor.  41. 
Wild  ftoose,  ■■  iDdlaa  tolem,  241. 
Wild  rice,  hsbllat,   23,  20. 
Winnebago    (Piiant)    iDillaoB,    numbers, 

23.  248 ;   bibllat.  23,  32.  g»,  BO.  3S3. 

400,      406;     Ttllage    deKClhcd,     23; 

burned.  83,  2TI  :  alll«  d(  Foiea.  2.  i. 

0,  82.  33.  4G,  2UT,  260.  263;  enemies. 

iIt,    80,    61,    80-100.    154,   326;    wltb- 

dcawD  rrom.  304  ;  among  Bloui.  6T-T0. 

20T.  24S,  204  ;  stMck  Sloui,  272,  2T3 ; 

inike   peace    vtlb.   403 ;    chlefa   visit 

Honlreit,     316-318.     320.     363.     421: 

•pewties  of,   318.   326.   326,   334.   300. 

400,     401.     408;     promlae    ddellty    to 

Frencb,    269,    2 TO,   425 ;   commended. 

400.  407 ;  promise  pesre,  S ;  captured. 

82,   200 :    FreDcbman   killed   b;,    61 ; 


near   TrempeslPiu.    168,    169 ;  desire 
to  Join  MascoutiD,  383. 

Winnebago  Count;  (Wla,>,  368. 

Winona  <Ulnn.)  Indian  Tillage  site.  323. 

Wliuor,  JuatlD.  MittUiifiitl  Batln.  103. 

WIkcohsId,  first  settler  In.  2T0 :  iDdlans,  * 
483  (see  alao  Cblppewa.  Klckapoo, 
Mnacoutln.  Menominee,  Bank  and 
Foxes,  Winnebago)  ;  Hlatoiical  Socle- 
Ir,  roUeuUoHH.  1.  S,  3,  6,  S.  9.  16,  19. 
21,  22,  23.  24,  2S.  28.  29.  31.  34,  811. 
41.  42.  48,  63.  65.  63,  66,  68.  ?S,  78, 
84.  S7.  8S.  BO.  100,  102,  lOB.  110.  11% 
113.  118,  126.  126,  I3S,  138,  144.  166, 
165.  181.  188.  100.  1B2.  103,  212,  228. 
236.  246.  249.  250.  263.  375,  315,  827, 


d  Tlonnontata. 
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In  order  that  others  may  use  this  book, 
please  return  it  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
not  later  than  the  date  due. 


